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PJ\EF?~E.
greatest of Englisll historians, MACAUI.AY, and one of the most brilliant writers ot
the present centmy, has said: "Tile history of a country is best told in a record of the
lives of its people.'' In conformity witll this idea the PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL
ALBU>r of this county lias been prepared. Instead of going to musty records, and
taking therefrom dry statistical matter that can be appreciated by but few, our
corps of writers have gone to the people, the men and women who have, by their
enterpdse and industry, brought the county to a rank second to none among those
comprising this great ancl noble State, and from their lips have the story of their life
struggles. No more interesting or instructive matter could be presented to an intelligent public. .In this volume will be found a record of many whose lives are worthy the
imitation of coming generations. It tells how some, commencing life in poverty, by
industry and economy have accumulated wealth. It tells how others, with limited
advantages for securing an education, have become learned men arid women, with an
inf!uel).ce extending throughout the length and breadth of the land. It tells of men who
have risen from the lower walks of life to eminence as statesmen, and whose names have
who have striven to succeed, and
become famous. It tells of those in every walk in
records how that success has usually crowned their efforts. It tells also of many, very
many, who, not seeking the applause of the world, have pursued "the even tenor of their way,'' content
to have it said of them as Christ said of the woman performing a deed of mercy-"they have done what
they could." It tells how that many in the pride at}d strength of young manhood left the plow and the
anvil, the lawyer's office and the counting-room, left every trade and profession, and at their country's
call went forth valiantly "to do or die," and how through their efforts the Union was restored and peace
once more reigned in the land. In the life of every man and of every woman is a lesson that should not
be lost upon those who follow after.
Coming generations will appreciate this volume and preserve it as a sacred treasure, from the fact
that it contains so much that would never find its way into public records, and which would otberwise be
inaccessible. Great care bas been taken in the compilation of tbe work and every opportunity possible
given to those represented to insure correctness in what bas been written, and the publishers flatter themselves that they give to their readers a work with few errors of consequence. In addition to the biographical sketches, portraits of a number of representative citizens are given.
The faces of some, and biographical sketches of many, will be missed in this volume. For this the
publishers are not to blame. Not having ·a proper conception of the work, some refused to give the
information necessary to compile a ·sketch, while others were indifferent. Occasionally some member of
the family would oppose tl10 enterprise, and on account of such opposition the support of the interested
one would be withheld. In a few instances men could never be found, though repeated calls were made
at their residence or place of business.
UHAPMAN BROS.
CHICAGO, July, 1890.
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time has arrived when it
becomes the duty of the
people of this county to perpetuate the names of their
pioneers, to furnish a record
of their early settlement,
and relate the story of their
progress. The civilization of our
day, the enli ghtenment of the age
and the duty that men of the present time owe to their ancestors, to
themselves and to their posterity,
demand that a record of their lives
and deeds should be made. In biographical history is found a power
to instruct man by precedent, to
enliven the mental faculties, and
to waft down the river of time a
safe vessel in which the names and actions of the
people who contributed to raise this country from its
primitive state may be preserved . Surely and rapidly
the great and aged men, who in their prime entered
the wilderness and claimed the virgin soil as their
heritage, are passing to their graves. The number remaining who can relate the incidents of the fir st days
Jf settlement is becoming small indeed, so that an
actual necessity exists for the collection and preservation of events without del ay, before all the early
settlers are cut down by the scythe of Tim e.
To be forgotten has been the great dread of mankind
from remotest ages. All will be forgotten soon enough,
in spite of their best works . and the most earnest
efforts of their friends to perserve the memory of
their lives. The means employed to prevent oblivion
and to perpetuate their memory has been in proportion to the amount of intelligence they possessed.
Th ~ pyramids of Egypt were built to perpetuate the
names and deeds of their great rulers. The exhumations made by the archeologists of Egypt from
l>uried Memphis indicate a desire of Ll,ose people

to perpetuate the memory of their achievements.
The erection of the great obelisks were for the same
purpose. Coming down to a later period, we find tht
Greeks and Romans erecting mausoleums and monuments, and carving out statues to chronicle their
great achievements and carry them down the ages.
It is also evident that the Mound-builders, in piling
·u p their great mounds of earth, had but this ideato leave something to show that they had lived. All
these works, though many of them costly in the extreme, give but a faint idea of the lives and characters of those whose memory they were intended to
perpetuate, and scarcely anything of the masses of
the people that then lived. The great pyramids and
some of the obelisks remain objects only of curiosity;
the mausoleums, monuments and statues are crumbling into dust.
It was left to modern ages to establish an intelligent, undecaying, immutable method of perpetuating
a full history-immutable in that it is almost unlimited in extent and perpetual in its action; and
this is through the a rt of printing.
To the present generation, however, we are indebted for the introduction of the admif'able system
of local biography. By this system every man, though
he has not achieved what the world calls · greatness,
has the means to perpetuate his life, his history,
through the coming ages.
The scythe of Time cuts down all; nothing of the
physical man is left. The monument which his children or friends may erect to his memory in the cemetery will crumble into dust and pass away; but his
life, his achievements, the work he has accomplished,
which otherwise would be forgotten, .is perpetuated
by a record of this kind.
To preserve the lineaments of our companions we
engrave their portraits, for the same reason we collect the attainable facts of· th~ir history. Nor do we
think it necessary, a,; we speak only truth of them, to
wait until they are dead, or until those who know
them are gone : to do this we are ashamed only to
publish to the world the history of those whr>se live~
are unworthy of public record.
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NDREW H. BAUGHMAN.
It is a real.pleasure to moet
with one whose sympathy is
as broad as the human race,
whose integrity is beyond
questwn 1".whose disposition is
accommodat_ing, and whose aspirations are noble. Such is
the character and disposition of
Mr. Banghman, whose biography and portrait we present
to our readers. He ii one of the
retired bankers of Xenia, and occupies a conspicuous position in
sooial, political and business circles. He is now a
Director· of the Xenia National Bank, of which be
was formerly President, having held a like position
in the First National Bank before the expiration of
its charter. As a representative of Christian worth,
business ability and broad intelligence, he is widely
and favorably known, not only in Xenia, but
throughout the entire Buckeye State. Especially
is his name interwoven with the history of the Reformed Church in the United States; generous in
his support of all the enterprises of that churclt, he
is particularly remembered on account of his gift
of $20,000, which established the "Baughman l'rofessorship of the Latin Language and Literature and
Bihiical Instruction" in the Heidelberg University at Tiffin , Ohio.
A native of Washington County, Md. , Mr.

Baughmo.n was born seven miles east of Hagerstown, October 11, 1807, his parents beiPg Andrew
and Esth er (Hen) Baughman. The father was born
and married in Lancaster County, Pa., and followed
the occupation of a farmer and hotel-keeper; during
the War of 1812 h e was Captain of a volunteer
company. He survived his wife eight years, she
having passed from earth when her son, Andrew
H., was a lad of only seven years. Soon after her
decease our subject was taken into the home of his
uncle, who lived on a farm west of Hagerstown,
and there he remained until be was fifteen years of
age. Tben commencing life for himself, he worked
in a mill getting no wages the first year, and durlr.!; tbe second year received $5 per month. There
he remained until of age, never nt auy time receiving more than $9 per month, but from this
salary managed to save a small amount.
After having attained his majority, young
Baughman walked all the way to Wheeliug where
he boarded a trading boat for Cincinnati, receiving
his passage and fifty cents per day for labor performed on board . From Cin<:innati he went to
Hamilton, where two uncles were living, and after
sojourning a day or t'Vo witb them be came to Alpha, Greene County. On Christmas day be began
to work in Harbine's mill, getting $9 per month
and his board. Adding to:what he had saved while
at the Whitmore mill, he succeeded in accumulating the sum of $100, .vhen with hif cousin, Jacob
Herr, he rented the mill and sawmill running them
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successfully rluring the years 1830 and 1831. He
was then offered one. third the profits of the Snyrler
mill if he would become its manager, which position he accepted, continuing so engagcrl until1836,
when he formed a co- partnership with his employer's son, Casper Snyder. Buying the m,ill they operated it for a number of years under the firm
name of Baughman & Snyder.
"
Mr. Baughman was manager of the mill until
1853, it having in the meantime been enlarged and
good brick houses having replaced the log huts
that were about it when he took charge. He was
also one of th+ first to engage in the· distilling business in the county. In 1853 be sold his mill in.
terests and bought a farm of two hundred
and fifty acres which be set about improving
while Mr. Snyder with whom he still continuerl a business connection, took charge
of both the Old Town mills. which they bad purchased, and in which Mr. Baughman still owns a
half interest. The first real estate which he possessed was a farm in Greene County, which he had
purchased while still employed by the elder Snyder. His first t.axable property was a horse and he
yet lias the receipt for forty cents tax which be
paid upon it, and can place that receipt beside one
for $1,100, the amount of his present taxes.
In addition to tl.te farm which lay two miles
southwest of Xenia, l\Ir. Baughman bought in the
city limits seven acres, which is included between
King Street vn the cast. Galloway on the west.,
Church on the south, and Shawnee on the north.
In 1871, he erected on this site an elegant residence
which, surrounded by a beautiful lawn, is still one
of the most tasteful abodes within the city.
Mr. Baughman was first elected a Director of the
Xenia Bank, which afterward became a branch of
t.he State Bank of Ohio, and on the passage of the
National Bank Law was changed into the First National Bank, of Xenia. In each of these organizations he had been a Director and Vice-President,
and upon the death of the Presiclent of the First
National, he was elected to that position, retaining
it until the expiration of the eharter of the institution. When a re-organization was effected unrler
the title of the Xenia National Bank, the Governor nut permitting them to take the former name,

he became the first President, continuing to hold
that station until his health compelled him to resign. He still retains his financial interest in the
bank, and the office of Director which has been his
for thirty-eight years. He does a real-estate, banking and pri V!\te loan business.
In the political arena Mr. Baughman has been a
busy man, having held the office of County Commissioner for twelve years, besides being Alderman
for a lengthy period, rluring which be was Presi.
dent of the Board three terms. Many times he has
been solicited to run for more prominent offices,
but was too busy to devote himself entirely to politics or public life. He began his political career
in l\Iaryland and when he became of age cast his
first Presidential ballot for Gen. Andrew Jackson.
He continued to aftiliate with the Democratic party
until 1856, when he voted for John C. Fremont,
and since then has wielded all his intluence in behalf of Republicanism.
111r. Baughman has been a member of the Independent Orcler of Odd Fellows since 1846. In
1833, he unite•! with the Reformed Church in the
United States, where he has continually held an official position, having been re-elected Elder, in Jannary, 1890. He has been Deacon, Sunday-school
Superintendent, Delegate to the Synod and Classis, Treasurer of Ciassis and Boarrl of Church
Erection , member of the Peace Commission and
for many years one of the Board of Trust,~es of
the Heidelberg University. He has been a liberal
supporter of the ehurch in all her enterprises, and
was the largest contributor to the new college
building at Tiffin . His name will be revered by
future generations for his munificence, and particularly for the deep interest which be has manifested
in 'the university named. The confidence of thn
public in him is shown by the fact that he has
been guardian for fourteen children and has oettled
ten large e1.tates.
The wife with whom Mr. Baughman has lived
happily fifty-severi years, bore the maiden name of
Mary Snyder, and the rites of wedlock were celebrated between them February 7, 1833. Mrs.
Baughman was born in ·washington County, 1\[cl.,
September, 7, 1814. She is a daughter of Jonathan
Snyder, one of the early pioneers of this county,

PORTRAIT AND BJOGRAPHICAL ALBTTM.
to which he came in 1816, when his daughter was
scarcely more than an infant. He built the first
mill in this vicinity, the structure being afterward
purchased by our subject and his partner. Having
no children of their own, Mr. and Mrs. Baughman
have adopted and reared several, to whom they
have become st.rongly attacllecl, and wllo have been
given all the advantag~s which would have been
theirs bad they been bound to lbem by ties of
blood.

-1 ACOB

HERING. This upright and honor·
\ able. gentleman, now Jh·ing a quiet life in
: Xema, bas probably been as thoroughly
!) identified with the interests of Greene
Co~nty, ani! particularly of Beaver Creek Tvwnship, as any man now living. He is the fourth child
ami only son of Jacob Hering Sr., a native of
Switzerland, who after his marriage with Miss Barbara Richenbaugb, came to America in 1795. They
settl"d in Maryland, but in 1806 came to this county
then almost an unbroken wilderness. Mr. Hering
hougbt six hundre<l acres of land in Beaver Creek
Township, clearing the entire place himself, and
living for some years in the log house in which
our subj<oct was born. He continued his agricultural labors them until 1836, '~hen he entered into
rest. His wife llad departed this life in 1810, leaving three daughters and a son, the latter scarcely
more than an infant.
Mt·. Hering was not only a believc·r in the principles of Christianity, but one who manifesterl that
belief in his daily walk and conversation. He belonged to the United Brethren or German Reformed
Church, and' did much to build up that organization in his section. He thoroughly appreciated the
ncerl of good schools and used his utmost efforts
to,yard theit· institution and support. He was not
a politician hut one whose fitncs~ to serve his fellowmen was unclerstood, and by tllem lle was maile
Road Supervisor and a school officer.
·
Th e daughters of Mr. ancl Mrs. Jacob Hering, Sr.
are: Elizabetll, wbo married Joseph Kent of Mont

J
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gomery County; Margaret, the wife of Isaac Ken t,
of the same county anrl a brother of Joseph; and
Barbara, who married Arlam Kline of this county.
Jacob Hering, Jr., with whose name we introduce
this sketch, was born June 9, 1808, and gt·ew to
maturity on the homestead. on whicll lle lived until 1882. He received an excellent common-school
education, and assisted his father in the work of
the estate until after he llad become of age when lle
manied, but remained with · his father until the
death of the latter. Becoming the owner of tllree
hundred and tllirty-five acres of tile old llomestead,
he continued to reside upon it making many improvements and prosecuting a successful career
until he determined to retire from activo du~ies.
Buying a ne•t new cottage on West Market Street,
Xenia, he moved into to.wn wllere llc is now enjoying meriterl repose from the labors of life, cheerecl
by the companionship of many friends anrl his surviving children. He has seen this ·country change
from a forest to tile improved land of to-day, where
ftourislling towns and highly cultivated .farms take
the place of a few and primitive dwellings and
small improved tracts whicll he recalls in his boyhood. He stilf retains llis ownership to the splendid farm in Beaver Creek Township, wllich is now
operated by two of his sons.
On February 2, 1831 , our subject led to tile hymeneal altar, Miss 1\Iary Steele, dauglltcr of Ebenezet· Steele, a prominent county official. The
bride was born in Maryland and enme to this
county with ller parents in 1812. Slle is a sister
of Jobn Steele, wllose grandson, J. D. Steele, is
well known here and is t·epresented in tllis volume ..
Slle faithfully discharged her rlnties as wife and
motller until July 2, 1868, when she was called
from time to etemity. She had borne nine
children, six of whom reached years of maturity
and four are yet surviving. Amamla is now living with her father and taking charge of tbe housebole\; Ebenezer lives on the old farm; Angeline
wa~ the wife of Lester Amold , whose sketch
appears on another page in this book ; Henry Harrison who was born in 1840 and named for the
General "·hose name was so prominently before
the public at that time, was a member of the Seventy-fourth Ohio Infantry during the Civil War,
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and Captain of Company F, proving himself to be a
valiant soldier; John J. died from fever contracted
. in the service of his country, being enrolled in the
One ·hundred and Sixty-fourth Ohio Infantry, and
held a Lieutenant's commission at the time of his
death, being then in his twenty-second year; Albert
Franklin is living on the home farm.
Mr. Hering filled the position of Township
Clerk for a number of terms and held the offices
of Township Treasurer and School Director for
many years. He considers himEelf a lifelong Republican, his first vote having been cast for Hemy Clay,
and his adherance being naturally given to the party
whi, h grew out of Ihat to which be first belonged,
and which carries on the work it began; be is
proud of having voted for both I-Iarrisons. l-Ie
belongs to the Reformed Church with which he
has been identified durillg all his mature life. Look ing back over a long life, like all mortals be can
see wherein. he might have practiced more thoroughly the small virtues which are needful to a
perfect charactet· and life, yet having ever endeavored to do the right, he finds no cause for serious
regret, knowing that Hto err is human, to forgiv e
divine." His influence has ever been on the
side of morality, religion and high civilization,
and is felt throughout a wide circle.

IXON GRADY BROWN. In collecting the
pioneer history of Southern Ohio it is found
_ that the Brown family, from whom sprang
the subject of tt..is notice, occupied a conspicuous place. They were people of steady habit-s,
substantial and reliable, and uniformly stood well
in tlte several communities where they located. l-Ie
with whose name we introduce this sketch remains
as one of their most honored representative~ and
duriug the later years of a useful and eventful
life, is now Jiving iu quiet retirement at a plea~aut
home in Jamestown, of which be has been a resident
since 1885.
From 1835 until 1885 Mr. •Brown was a resident
of Cedarville Township, Greene County, being located on Cresar's Creek engaged in farming and

IDQ

stock-raising and also operated a sawmill. He improved a large tract of land, transforming it -into a
valuable and productive farm. The first advent of
his father's family here was in 1834. Prior to this,
however, in 1832, Jacob Brown, leaving his native
State of Virginia, visited Ohio, and after spending
some time in looking the country over returned to
the Old Dominion, and in. the spring of 1834, not
being able to abandon his idea of settling in the
BuekeyE;State, came back and puruhascd two thousand acres of !and, mostly unimproved and included
in what is now Cedarville Township. He paid for
this $8,000 in cash, which he had received for one
hundred and sixty-eight acres of improved land a
few miles from the city of Leesburg, Loudoun
County, Va. This purchase was formerly the proper~y of the well·known Col. William Elsey.
In making the journey hither Jacob Brown traveled in true pioneer style, overland with teams, a
four-horse wagon, a two-horse wagon and a car.
riagc. The father ro<le on horseback and was accompanied by his four sons and four daughters, of
whom Nixon G., our subject, was the youngest
and is the only surviving son. The little band of
emigrants made their way slowly over a thinly
settled country, being sheltered at night usually
under the roof of a primitive tavern, but frequently
passing the night in their wagon8 and by their
camp-fire. After a tedious journey of nearly four
weeks, frequently over almost impassable roads, including Darby Plains, which was always dreaded
by the travelers of those days, they arrived at their
destination .
The father of onr subject was a man weighing
nearly two hundred and fifty pounds, and his ride
on horseback proved particularly trying to him.
Their location comprised a part of what is known
as the Military Tract, and on the lund thus taken
up, only a few acres of which bad been Cleared,
the father and sons at once set about the erection of a double log house in about the center of
their possessions. This accomplished, they began
to clear the land and till the soil. After years of
arduous labor they found themselves the possessors
of a comfortable home, with a large estate which
was each year growing more valuable. Jacob
Brown lived to see this large extent of land mostly
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under cultivation and embellished with goorl buildings .. His children attained to _mature years and
some were married anrl settled in comfortable
homes. Tile father departed this life Jauuary 22,
1860, when over eighty-four years old, having
been hom December 17, 1775.
Jacob Brown was born of Quaker parents and in
tile peaceable doctrines of this sect was reareil and
held to them during his entire life. He was mar•
ried, December 14, 1800, in his native county, to
Miss Judith Walters, who was born there August
8, 1781. She likewise was the daughter of Quaker
parents and of English extraction. Rbe proved in
all respects the suitable partner of her husband,
enduring patiently an<l cheerfully the hanlships
of pioneer life, was n r!evoted mother and reared
her children in the wny they should go. She pnsse<l
away a few years prior to the decease of her !Jusband, her death taking place May '17, 1~56.
Of the eleven chiklren horn to the pa1·ents of our
subject only two arc living, Nixon G. and his sititer, Mrs. i;nrah J. Wilson, who lives in Springboro,
Warren County, this State, an<l who is now seventy
years old. 111r. Brown was born February 2, 1827,
and was a lad of eight years when his parents came
from the place where be · was born, in Loudoun
County., Va., to this State. He cannot remember
the time when he spent his days in idleness, for all
tbe children were required to make tbemaelves
useful. as soon as large enough. He put hia shoulder to the wheel in the clearing and cultivation of
the large extent of land which his father purchased,
and after reaching his majority became owner of
three. hundred and sixty-five acres. To this be
gave his best efforts for years thereafter, cultivating the soil, putting up a fine set of buildings and
effecting the improvements which have made it one
of tile most desirable estates in this part of the
country. He still retains possession of this farm,
which is now operated by his son-in-law and which
affords hini a handsome income.
The subject of this notice was married in Loudoun County, Va., May 12, 1853, to Miss Hannah
P. Wilson. Mrs. Brown was born Nov.ember 22,
1824, near Leesburg, Va., to William and Elizabeth
(Nicholas) Wilson, who were residents the greater
part of their lives in Loudoun County to which they
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had removed from Maryland. Mr. Wilson was a
farmer by occupation and after his removal to Virginia located upon land from which he built up a
good farm and there spent the remainder of his days,'
dying December 19, 187l,when seventy-seven years
old. His wife, Elizabeth, passeil away some years
later, in May, 1874, at the age of seventy-six years.
They were the parents of twelve ctildren, four sons
nnd eight daughters, most of whom lived to mature
years, and five are yet surviving.
Mrs. Bmwn received careful training from pious
parents, remaining with them until her marriage.
Both she and her husband adbere loyally to the
Qual<er faith of their ancestors, although attending
the churches of other denominations within their
reacb. Mr. Brown, politically, is a sound Repub ·
lil·an. He was tile first Vice President of tbe People's
Bank at Jamestown, of which he is now a Director
and a large stockholder. Personally, ~e is a man
of commanding presence with well-developed muscles, made so by health.v labor during youth and
middle life, of which ·fact be. has never been
ashamed. He was never ar!dicted to the use of intoxicating liquors or tobacco in any degree.
Mr. and Mrs. llmwn are the parents of two children only, botll daughters. Mary E. became the
wife of Otis T. Wolford, and they reside on the
old farm in Cedarville Township; Hattie married
Dr. W. P. 1\Iarlden, of Xenia. Mr. Brown retains
in his possession his father's old family Bible, which
could scarcely be purchased at any price. He has
nlso an illustrated handkerchief upon which is im·
printed scenes in the life of Gen. Washington,
whicll was given him hy bis aunt in Virginia, and
which is many years older than himself.

'NDREW DUNCAN WILLIAMSON is
one of the prominent farmers of Greene
County, having a fine estate four miles
sonth of Xenia, on which he has resideil
since 1846, and which he has brought to a high
state of development, raising from it crops which
in quality and quantity rank with the best. The
landed estate comprises two hundred acres and a

r
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full line of farm buildings, well constructed and
commodious, meets the eye of the visitor, while fine
stock ancl moclern machinery indicate that the
owner is both capable and progressive in carrying
on his work.
l\lr. Williamson was born in York County, Pa.,
January 30, 1815, his parents removing to Washington County the same year and four years later
cl!anging their location to Jefferson County, Ohio,
settling near a place called Warren, where they remained about thirteen years. In 1833 they went to
Shanesville, Tuscarawas County, bnt in April 1836,
located in this county, where they permanently remained. Our subject was witl! !lis parents during
their various changes of residence and came with
them to this county by wagons, coutinuing to reside
under the parenlllll roof until !lis marriage in the
spring of 1838. He tllen located five miles nortll
of Xenia Tqwnship, from which place lie rcmov~d
to his present location some years later. He has
not only acquired an excellent reputation as an
agriculturist, but has served his fellow-citizens in
public capacities, laboring earnestly for the advancement of the cause of education and for the
good of the community in various ways.
In the ad vancemem of the cause of education
Mr. Williamson has been active, serving as a member of tile School Board of Spring Valley Township
since its organization thirty years or more ago, ancl
being its Pt·esidcut; in his own district he has served
as Tmstee for forty years. To the duties of Township Trustee be lias devoted his energies for ten
years, and he was Treasurer of the Board that
raised funds for troops during the late war. His
continuance in office affords the best proof of l!is
uprig!Jt character, intelligence, and good judgment,
and is a striking manifestation of the opinion which
is held of !Jim by his neighbors. In tiJC furtherance
of church work he is also energetic, holding melllbers!Jip in the United Presbyterian denomination.
On April 8, 1838, the maniage ceremony was
performed which united Mr. Williamson and Miss
Jsabella Collins. The bride was born in York
County, Pa., in Mareb U:H5, being a daughter of
William and Lydia Collins, latterly of Xenia. Her
father is a farmer and distiller. The union resulted
in the birth of six children : David W., and the

Rev. William C. of Keokuk, Iowa, served in the
Union army during the war; Henrietta R. is the
wife of the Rev. James W. McNary, of La Crosse,
Wis.; Leamon Wilson is a minister, now located
at North Bend, Neb.: the fifth cl!ild is Rolly D.;
Clarkson died at the age of nineteen months. The
mother of this household band was a consistent
mt mber of the United Presbyterian Church, active
in good works in her own home and among her
neighbors and highly respected by all. She was
removed from her family by death in ~September,
1870.
Mr. ·williamson contracted a second matrimonial
alliance May 14, 1872, his chosen com pan ion being
1\liss Elizabetlt S. Barr, who was born in Washington
County, Pa., August 8, 1828. Her granrlpareuts,
William Barr and his wife (who was furmel"ly a
Miss Dickey) and Hugh and Elizabeth ~':lcott) Boyd
came from lrelanc1 to America in the same ship in
1810, botll famili es settling in Washington County,
Pa. Tl!ere a son and daughter from each family
were united in marriage and lived upon a farm.
To this cuuple, William and Mary (Boyd) Barr, the
present wife of our subject was born. She Lelongs
to the Presbyterian Church and is one of those
women wl!ose dispo3ition, habits and training fit
them to preside over a happy household and encourage its memLers in every lauda ble enterprise.
Both tile paternal and maternal ancestors of our
subject were natives of tbe Emerald lsle and both
parents were born in York County, Pa. David
Williamson was a tailot·, but a short time before
leaving Warren, Ohio, where he had resided thirteen years, be ahandoned his trade and turned l!is
attention to farming. On coming to this county
in 1836 he located six miles cast of Xenia, on the
Jamestown l'ike. There be o wned about three
hundred acres of land which he improved and occupied for ten years, after which he removed to
Xenia, in which city he SJ.lent the remainder of his
days, dying at the age of seventy-eight years. l'olttically be was first a Whig and later a Republican.
lu religion his belief coincided with that of the
Presbyterian Church, his wife also belonging to
that denomination. The widow, in her girlhood
Miss Catherine Duncan, survived until about 1882,
attaining to the advanced age of ninety-three

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.
years. She W'M one of a family comprising four
sons and two daughters, born to Andrew Duncan,
a Pennsylvania farmer, the other members of the
circle being Andrew, Robert, John, Jonathan, and
Elizabeth. Her own family included ten sons and
daughters, the subject of this sketch being the
tl-tird in order of birth. Of the others we note the
following: William Williams lives in Hancock
County; Ann Duncan, who is now dead, was the
wife of Andrew Richie; following our su bje< t on
the roll is John S.; David , Sampson and Margaret
are dead; the next on the roll is Jonathan D.; Essamiab K . is the wife of the Rev. David Dunnon
of Pennsylvania; the Rev. Robert D . lives in Troy,
N.Y.
•I

I•

j UDGE JAMES E. HAWES, Attorney.at-Law

J

. and occupying a prominent position among
the legal lights of this county, was for a
~ period of ten years, from February, 1879
to 1889, Judge of the court of common pleas. He
possesses talents of no mean order, is a close student
and an extensive readet· and thoroughly experienced in the intricacies of his profession . He was
Prosecuting Attorney from 1869 to 1871, and when
a young man was for some time the City Solicitor.
He has just passed the fifty-second year of his age,
having been born February 18, 1838, and is a native of Mt. Holly, Warren County, this State.
The Judge is the representative of an excellent
family, being the son of Edmund and Huldah
(JRmes) Hawes. Edmund Hawes was born in Connecticut whence he emigrated to Ohio when a
youth of nineteen years, with his parents, and thereRfter spent the greater part of his life in Warren
County engaged as ,. physician and surgeon. He
flied , however, in this county in 1849. The wife
and mother died in November, 1888,agerl seventynine years; their family consisted of four children.
J11mes E. in !tis boyhood took kindly to his books
and at an early age gave indications of rare intellectual ability. When sufficiently prepared be
entered Antioch College and upon emerging from
this institution repaired to Ann Arbor, Mich ., ann
entered the law department of Michigan University
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from which he was duly graduated and shortly afterward, in 1863, was admitted to the bar. He commencerl the practice of his profession in Xenia.
but his plans, like those of maniothers, suffered an
interruption by the vicissitudes of war, which was
then in progress, and that same year he became connected with the Quartermaster's department at
Nashville, with which he remained during that and
the .following year. He established himself as a
resident of Xenia in 1865, and has been connected
with many of the important cases being tried in the
courts of this county and district.
On the 8th of February, 1871 , Judge Hawes was
united in marriage with Miss Amanda, daughter of
James Welch, tben a resident of Xenia and one of
the pioneer settlers of this county. Mrs. Hawes
was born May 2il, 184.S, near Yellow Springs, this
county. She received careful parental training
and a good erlucation in the r.ommon schools. There
have heen born of this union two children-Winifred and Paul, to whom their father proposes giving the best advantages in his power. The family
residence is pleasantly located on King Street, and
Judge Hawes and his estimable wife occupy no
secondary position in the social world.

EORGE

~G

DODDS, one of the leading business men of Xenia and one of its most
-~
highly respected citizens, locatecl in the
young and growing city as early as 1864, and engaged in the marble business which he has since
successfully conductecl. His high character as a
man and a citizen are too well known to need an
extended notice here, as his name is practically a
household word among nearly all classes in ·thispart of the county.
The subject of ·this notice who is the son of
George and Isabel (Taylor) Dodds, was born on
the other side of the Atlantic at Primside Mill,
near Yetholm, in County Roxburgh, Scotiand,
February 19, 1837, and comprised one of a family
of six chilrlren, who were reared to mature years,
four of whom were sons ann two daughters. The eldest, Andrew, died about 1872 in Florence Heights,
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with the four eldest children are meru bers .in good
N.J. while tbe1·e for his health; be was engnged in
standing of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The
business in St .Lonis at the time; James.is a resident
family residence is pleasantly located at No. 202
of Dayton, this State; Margaret lives in Toronto,
West Second Street, and its inmates enjoy the acCanada; George, our subject ,is the next in order of
quaintance an<\ companionship of the most cu].
birth; Mary is a physician at St. Louis, Mo., contured people.
ducting a hygienic institute; William is a resident
of Xenia. The parents were of pure Scotch ancestry and spent their entire lives in their native
land.
l\Ir. Dodds emigrated to America when a
~ · EORGE W . REICHARD, l\1. D.,of New
youth of seventeen years, landing on this side of
the water in July, 1854. He .pl"Oceeded westward to
1
Moorefield, Clark County, although still
quite a young man, is classed among the
Madison, Ind., where his eldest brother was carryprominent physicians of the county, and enjoys
ing on a marble shop, having come to the United
quite an extensive practice.
He is thoroughly
States three years previously. George thereafter
versed in therapeutics, as unrlerstood and practiced
employe<! himself at Madison, Ind ., until the
by the Eclectic School of Medicine, bas also an
spring of 1859 when he arid his brother Andrew
established a marble shop at Yellow Springs, Ohio,
adequate knowledge of surgery, and is an affable
where the latter bad located soon after his marand courteous gentleman, with whom it is a pleasure to meet and converse. His life bas already
riage which occurred in 185i. The latter and his
wife had been studying medicine and the wife
b< ·en marked with a more than orrlinary a.mount
subsequently attended Dr. Trail's Hygienic institu.
of determination and self reliance, and the education in New York City; she is · now with Mary
tion which he possesses is but the stepping-stone
Dodds in St. J,ouis, l\Io.
to knowledge, which will grow a> his own research
The partnership spoken of above was dissolved
anrl that of others shall open a wider field in comJuly 1, 1868, when Andrew Dodds who had already
ing years.
opened a branch establishment at St. Louis, went
Dr. Reichard was born March 1, 1854, in Washthere and remained. George, our subject, has since
ington County , Mel., where his rndimentary edugiven his close attention to his business here, at
cation .was obtained . He is a son of Dr. Valentine
times employing a force of from twelve to fifteen
and Catherine (Wolf) Reichard, the latter of whom
men. He_ was first married in October 1861, to
is deceased. Both parents were hom in Maryland,
Miss Elizabeth Ferguson of Madison , Ind., and
the Reichard family being of German stock. The
they became the parents of one son, George Frefather is a physician and snrgeon of the Eclectic
mont, who is now in London, this State. Mrs.
school, who practiced for some years in the town
Elizabeth Dodds departed this life at her mother's
of Fair Play. At the age of seventeen years be of
in Madison, Ind., while on a visit in the summer of
whom we write began teaching in the district
1865. l\Ir. Dodds was subsequently married October
schools of his native county, spending three suc11, 1866, to Miss Mary E., daughter of Hiram and
cessive winters in pedagogical labors. He spent
R~bccca (McKnight) Brown.
Mr. Brown removed
about two years in attendance at one of the Pennfrom Troy to Xenia and is now deceased. Of this
sylvania State Normal Schools, located at Millersunion there have been born seven children, the
ville, his attendance being in periods which
eldest of whom a daughter, Carrie B., completed · alternated with his own work as an instructor. He
her education in Delaware, this State, and is now
t•wght five winter terms, and during that time beundergoing a course of training as a hospital nurse
gan reading medicine with his father as opportuin Chicago, · Ill.; Frank W. is also in that city ; nity afforded.
Leslie J., Cha1·\es J., Earle C., Ralph C. anrl Jessie
In the fall of 1876, young Reichard entered the
Kate are at home with their parente. The latter
Eclectic Medical College, of Cincinnati, which he
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attended during all the regular sessions until he
was graduated in May, 1878. Upon receiving his
diploma he came at once to New Moorefield, where
he has since carried on his professional labors.
His higher education in the ordinary branches, as
well as in medicine, was secured by his own exertions
in earning the money with which to pay his way.
He has accumulated village property in New
Moorefield, and his home is one of the most pleasant ones in the place.
In Miss Cora A., daughter of Samuel Mumma,
Dr. Reichard found the qualities of intelligent and
cultured womanhood which won his regard, and
his feelings being reciprocated, they were united
in marriage October 19, 1882. The happy union
has been blessed by the birth of one daughter,
Christel, whose natal day was October 9, 1884.
Dr. Reichard is a member of the National Eclectic
Medical Association, and also of the State and
County Associations. In the Clark County Eclec.
tic Medics.! Association he bas held the office of
President, and filled all the other Chairs at different times. He is a firm believer in the principles
embodied in the Republican platform, and favors
all enterprises which tend to the good of the public. Both he and his wife are members of the
Methodist Episcopal Ctmrch, and are not only
active among the members of that religious body,
but prominent in the society of the town and section in which they live.

LBERT GARINGER is one of the largest
land-owners of Greene County, his home
being in Silver Creek Township, adjoining
the boundary line of Fayette County.
Here he owns a magnificent property consisting of
more than thirteen hundred acres of well-improved
land. The land lies well for farming and stockfeeding to which purposes it has been devoted, the
cropping being well and carefully done, and the
stock of excellent breeds, a goodly number being
kept upon the place at all seasons.
In the southern part of Fayette Uounty, March
21, 1834, Mr. Garinger opened his eyes to the light,
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being reared to manhood near his birthplace. He
was made acquainted with agricultural affairs in
his boyhood, also acquiring a good fundamental
education upon which he has reared an excellent
structure of knowledge in various lines of thought.
In 1856 he came to the section in which be now
lives, his first labor here being to clear up two
hundred and fifty acres of heavy timber land, after
which he began to purchase other lands, making
large improvements upon the various tracts, until
the estate had reached its present fine condition
and extensive acreage.'
In Jefferson Township, Fayette County, Mr.
Garinger celebrated his marriage to l\iiss Angeline
Little, who was born in that county in 1841, and
who is of Virginia parentage and ancestry. Her
parents, Adam and Mary (Ballou) Little, came to
that county from the old Dominion when quit.e
young and at an early period in the history of this
section. There they were reared and married and
have lived to the age of about seventy-five years,
their present home being in Jasper Township.
They are members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church and are good old people who are thoroughly
respected by tho~e to whom they are known.
The Garinger family is of the old "V;irginia stock,
David Garinger, the father of our subject, having
been born in that State. He was brought to Ohio
by his parents when quite a small child, and in
Fayette County grew to manhood. There he married Miss Serena Yeoman, who hnd also become a
resident there when quite young. They became
the parents of nine children, all born in that county
and all yet living, the subject of this sketch being
the fourth in order of birth. David Garinger died
when sixty-six years old, his widow surviving to
the age of eighty.three years. Both were m~mbers
of the old school Baptist Church.
To our subject and his estimable wife twelye
children have been born, all yet living bnt Sophronia A. Five of the survivors are .married and living in homes of their own: David A., Ida M.,
Stephen, James W., Louie I., and Mary, yet dwell
under the parental roof. Simeon married Rebecca
Straley an<lli vcs on a farm in tllis county; William
F. married Ella Rittenour and their home is a farm
in Silver Creek Township; Flora is the wife of
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William Rittenour, a farmer in the same township;
Oliver 0., marrie<l May Straley' and occupies a
farm in Fayette County; Albert B. married Jenny
:Johnson and occupies a farm in Siver Creek
Township, this county.
In his ·p olitical opinions and affiliations Mr. Garinger is a Democrat. He and his wife are active
mem hers of the old school Baptist Church. The
erlifice used by that society in this section, was
built by Mr. Garinger on his farm. The splendid
estate owned by our subject has been accumulated
by him through honest industry, unflagging zeal
and wise economy sinco he became a resident in
this county. It affords a striking example of the
results that may be obtained_by persistent effort,
and should encourage all who are lacking in energy
to renewed exertions. Mr. and Mrs. Garinger are
numbered among the best class of citizens and have
a reputation second to none in the vicinity.

thcnceforwarrl was marked by success and in 1882
he was elected Prosecuting Attorney, holding the
position two terms. He bas been quite prominent
in the affairs of the Republican party, serving as
Chairmltn of the Senatorial Convention which was
held at Wilmington, Ohio, and holding other positions of trust and responsibility.
After the ou~break of the Civil War Mr. Dean
enlisted as a Union soldier September 17, 1861, at
WilmingtOn in Company B, Fortieth Ohio Infantry,
and first saw the smoke of battle at Preston burg,
Ky. Later be fought at Franklin, Tenn., Chickamauga, Shelbyville, Lookout Mountain, Mission
Ridge, Buzzard's Roost, Ringgold, Resaca, Kenesaw Mountain and Atlanta. At Chickamauga he
was struck in the right cheek with a ball, but further than this he escaped injury. Mr. Dean had
thirty-six relatives in the service, all of whom returned home and thirty-four are yet living. Mr.
Dean received his honorable discl!arge at Kingston
and returning to his home in this county, lived
there until 1878. He took up his residence in
Xenia in 1879.
OSEPH N. DEAN. The Dean family has
Joseph Dean, the father of our subject, was born
been one of note in Greene County since its
near Mt. Sterling, Ky., December 30, 1804. In
early settlement, and the subject of this bio1812 his parents removed to a point five miles
graplucal outhne IS one of the worthiest rep.
southeast of the present site of Xenia and there
resentati ves of an honoraule race. Xenia does not spent the remainder of his days. The paternal
contain a more reliable ~itizen or one who is held
grandfather, Daniel Dean, was born in County
in more general respect. He was born in the. · Down, in Londonderry, Ireland, and crossed the
southeastern part of this county, August 22, 1844, Atlantic during the Colonial days, locating in Pennand is the son of Joseph and Hannah (Boggs)
sy I vania. Later he removed to Virginia where be
Dean, who were natives of Kentucky and Ohio.
married Jenny Steele, and thence to Mt. titcrling,
His early years were spent in a comparatively un- Ky. There were born to them five sons and five
eventful manner on a farm, where be attended the ~augl!ters, all of whom Jived to marry and rear
district school. Later, before the war, he was a
large families-l!n average of eleven children each,
student of Xenia College and attended the same
making in all one hundred and ten children. On
institution afterward. He afterward took a course the maternal side, Grandfather Anthony Boggs,
in the Commer01al College at Pittsburg, Pa., from
came from the North of Ireland and settled ·in
which he was graduated in 1869. He then com- Virginia. After the Revolutionary War he remenced the study of Jaw in the office of Thomas
moved to Jackson County, Ohio, where he lived
Scroggy. Later be was witl! R. F. Howard, and in
until 1818, and thence removed to Blackford
1878, be entered the Jaw school at Cincinnati from
County, Ind., where he became a prominent .citizen
which he was graduated in 1879.
and a Judge.
Mr. Dean began the practice of his chosen pro ..
Joseph N . Dean W'lS first married in Wilmingfession at Mt. titerling, Ky ., bnt only remained
ton, Ohio, in 1867, to Miss Lydia. daughter of
there a short time, locating in Xenia. His career James and Mary Cleaver, who spent their last
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years in Greene County, Ohio. One child was born
of this union, a son, Walter P. Mrs. Lydia Dean
departed this life at Wilmington, Ohio, in 187 4.
His present wife, to whom he was married at
Aclamsville, Ohio, in 1887, was Miss Mary, daughter of Jonathan and Mahala Gaumer. Of this
union there have been born no children. Mr. Dean
votes the strnight Republican ticket and is quite
prominent 111 politics.

EV. C~IAl~LES STROUD. Few people sojonrning in the city of Springfield, if only a
short time, fail to notice the home owne<l
and occupied by the subject of this notice
and which is one of the most beautiful within its
limits. The residence, a handsome modern structure
of Queen Anne style, is surrounded by ornamental
grounds upon which have been expended a large
amount of time and labor and which indicate in a
marked degree the ample means and culturerl tastes
of the pmprietor. The dwelling is finely finished
and furnished, and occupies the gentle elevation
commanrling a fine view of the surrounding country.
Mr. Stroud bas long been looked upon as one of
the most liberal and public-spirited men of Springfielrl anrl one who has contributed in a large measure to its growth. Some years ago be purchased
twelve acres of land on West High iitreet which he
has since laid out into nn nclditio& to this city and
besides this has platted two other additions. He
has four hunch·ed acres of valuable farming land in
Clark County, and fifteen hundred acres in tile vicinity of St. Louio, Mo., besides valuable propfrty
at Mt. Ayre, Ringgold County, Iowa. ·For twenty
years be was connected with the ministry of the
Lutlleran Cl!urch an<l during his later labor in the
Master's vineyard held the pastorate of St. John's
at Springfield, resigning about 1871. Subsequently
be preached at Lebanon seven years, also at Butlerville and Dodson ville.
The native place of Mr. Stroud was in Reading,
Berks County, Pa., and tbe date of his birth Jnnua•-y 4, 1822. His father, Jonathan Stroud, was like-

131

wise a native of Reading; but tile paternal gmnrlfath~r, Edward Stroud, was a native of England
anrl born in the city of Bt•istol. The latter emigrated to America after reaching manhood and settler! first in Montgomery County, Pa., whence later
he removed to Reading where he follower! merchanclising and dierl at the age of about sixty years.
He was a peaceable anrl law-abiding citizen anrl a
member of the Society of Friends.
The father of our subject was reared in his nalive State where be learned the business of a merchant and canied on husiness at Reading where be
died at the early age of thirty-two years. His wife
bore the maiden name of Catherine Eisenbeise. She
was likewise a native of Rearling and the daughter
of George Eisenbeise, a native of that city and of
German ancestry. The latter went to Sussex, N.J.,
where he was mHrried ancl then returning to his native city resii!e:l there until his death. The mother
0f out· subject like her husband died in her prime
at Reading in 1843. The parental family consisted
of six chilrlren, two of whom are living and Charles
was the fourth in order of birth.
Mr. Stroud attended school quite regularly during his boyhood and youth, and at the early age of
eighteen yeat·s became connected with the Lutheran
Church. At t.he age of twenty he became a student
of Pennsylvania College, at Gettysburg,and in 1849,
came to Springfield and prosecuted his studies at
Wittenberg College. He commenced the study of
theology in 1850, was graduated in 1851, and w:~s
licensed to preat h by the Miami Synod. He commenced his ministerial labors at Spt·ingfield, Ohio,
anrl not long afterward became the pastor of St.
Jr,hn's Luthemn Church, with whose people he remained for neal"ly a period of twenty years.
The m•rriage of the Rev. Charles ~troud ancl
Miss Clara Keever was celebrated at the bride 's
home near Lebanon, Warren County, Ohio, August
28, 1851. This lady was bom in Warren County,
this State, November 27, 1830, and is a danghtet·
of ,J obn anrl Elizabeth (Rogers) Keever who were
natives respectively of Franklin County, Pa., and
Georgetown, Ky. The paternal grandfatbm· was
.John Keever, a substantial Pennsyh-ania farmer
who rliecl in the Keystone State.
John Keever emigrated to Ohio when a young
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man, purchased large tracts of land in Warren
County and superintended the improvement of it
so that it proved a fortune. He constructed a fine
homestead anil died in 1834. The motl!er survived
her hu8band for several years and passed ~way at
tile advanced age of seventy-two. Their family
consisted of twelve children , of whom Mrs. Stroud
wns next to the youn ge8t. Togethe•· with her
brothers and si•ters, she was given a practical training in the common schools. Her education was
completed in the seminary on East High Street,
while she remained with her parents until her marrbge. No children have been born of this union .
Politically, Mr. Stroud has always been identified
with the Republican party and during the war was
a stanch Union man.
In connection with his biograpbic:al sketch, a
lithographic portrait of the Rev. Charle s Stroud is
presented elsewhere in this volume.

MANUEL M. KISSELL. The main incidents in tbe life career of this well-known
resident of Springfi eld are essentially as
follows : He was born in Chambersburg. Franklin
County, Pa. , April 1, 1822, and is the son of Jacob
Kissell, a native of Lancaster County, that State.
His paternal grandfather, George Kissell, was born
in the town of Litetz, Lancaster County, and the
latter's father was a native of Germany and emigmtcd to America as enrly as 1718, being a member of the Moravian Colony which founded the
town of Litetz. The bill just south of the place
upon which he first settled is still called "Kissell
II ill," and there the great-grandfather of our subject spent his last days.
Grandfather George Kissell was reared at his
father's homestead and after his marriage resided
there a number of years. About 1800 he removed
to Franklin County, Pa., where he purchased a
tract of land, engaged in farming and remained
there until his death. He was a devout member of
the Lutheran Church, of whose doctrines he was a
warm defend er and in which he carefully reared his
chilrlren. His son, Jacob, the father of our subject,
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spent his early years in Lancaster County, Pa.,
where he learned the trade of a miller and was
married. He, however, preferred farming to milling and devoted himself to the latter the greater
part of his life. A few years after his marriage he
removed to Franklin County and purchased " farm
three miles south of Chambersburg upon which he
lived until 1857. That year witnessed his advent
into the Buckeye State, when be sold out his interests in Pennsylvania and transferred them to Clark
County, Ohio. He bought a farm three miles south
of Springfield and taking up his abode resided
there until called hence in 1863.
The mother of our subj ect bore the maiden name
of Sarah Line. She llkewise was a native of Lancaster County, Pa., and the da ughter of Jacob Line
who died there. She survived her husband some
years and died at the home of her daughter, Mrs.
Eliza Allen , in Springfield, in 1869. She, like her
husband, belonged to the Lutheran Church. There
was born to th em a family of nine children, all of
whom lived to mature years and three are still surviving.
The subject of this notice was reared in his native county and remained under the parental roof
until a youth of eighteen y ears, when be commenced
learning the trade of a harness-maker. He served
an apprenticeship of three years and then worked
as a journeyman four years. In 1851, leaving his
native haunts he came to Springfield, this State;
and embarked in the grocery business in which he
continued seven or eight years. He then turned
his attention to farming for a time, but later was
employed as a traveling salesman, handling agricultural implements and introducing new machinery in the cultivation of the soil. In the pursuance of these duties he traveled through the
States of Pennsylvania, Maryland, New .Jersey,
Delaware, Virginia, Tennessee, New York and
Kentucky. He thus secured a competence and for
the past two years has lived in retirement from tbe
active labors of life.
l\1r. Kissell was married September 20, 1847, to
Miss Abigail Day. This lady was born in Clermont
County, this State, April1, 1823, and is a daughter
of Daniel and Phebe (Broadwell) Day who were
natives of New Je•·sey. Her parents came to Ohio
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in 1798, and settled near Cincinnati. There have
been born of this union two sons only-Cyrus B.
ttnd Dt1niel D. The first.mentioned marr ied Miss
Lucretia i\IcCune and has two children-Ha1-ry ~.
nnd Blanche A. Mr. and l\lrs. Kissell are members
in good standing of i.he Lutheran Church and are
people greatly respected in their community. They
occupy a pleasant home at No. 68 West Washing.
ton a nd enjoy the society of its leading people .

OBERT B. ELDER. Among the many
solid citizens of Green Township, Clark
County, none are held in higher nspect
than Mr. Eldet·, of Clifton, who is a member
of a very numerous family that figured prominently
in the early history of this part of the State. The
Elders from iirst to last have been people of emi.
nent respectability, careful, conscientious in their
dealings with their fellow-men, honest, upright,
intelligent, industrious, an<l, in fact, possessing all
the qualities of good citizenship. Robert B. has
been a most worthy reprcsentati ve of an honorable
nncestry, an<l after years spent in industrious toil,
was successful in accumulating a competence, and
now, reti\·cd from active labor, is spending his
declining years in a pleasant home at Clifton. He
has watched with warm interest tlte growth and
de.velopment of the Buckeye State, wherein his
progenitors settled at an early day nnd which has
been the scene of his labors his entire life. He
was born July 31, 1824, at his father's old homestead in Green Township, and has thus far spent
his entire life in his native State.
In reverting to the antecedents of Mr. Elder, we
fond that be is u;e son of Thomas Elder, wuo WM
born .in 1796, in Dauphin County, Pa. The paternal grandfather, also named Robert, was likewise
a native of Pennsylvania, anrl emigrated to the
young State of Ohio in 1813. He purchased a
tract of lanrl which was all of section 10, in Green
Township, Clark County, whereon he settlerl with
his family and from which be opened up a good
farm. To him and his estim,.ble wife there was
horn a family of seven children, three sons and
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four daughters, and all the daughters married men
by the name of Stewart. G ramlfnther Elder was
one uf the earliest pioneers of Green Township,
and spent tlle closing years of his life upon the
farm which be had opened up from the wilderness.
He lived to a ripe old age, and passed away over
sixty years ago.
The mother of our subject bore the maiden n::tme
ot Margery Anderso11. She was a native of Glenisla, Scotland, and came of substantial Scotch ancestry. She emigrated to America in 1820, a1Hl in
1823 was married in Green Township, Clark
County, this State, to Thomas Elder, and they
settled on a farm comprising a part of section 10,
where they constrncted a comfortable home. The
father of our subject occupied himself in farming
pursuits, and departed this life in 1872. The
mother survived her husband for a period of fifteen years, her death taking place at the old homestead in 1887. There was born to them a family
of thirteen children, seven of whom are living and
are residents of this State.
Mr. Elder, of whom we write, acquired a practical education in the common school, and at n.n early
age was taught to make himself nseful around the
homestead. Later lte lettrned the trade of a carpenter, at which he worked a numb<•r of years,
while at the. same time assisting in the labors of
the farm as required. He remained a bao•helor
until over thirty years old, ann was then married,
October 19, 1855, to Miss Huth Funston. The
newly wended pair removed to Marion County,
tltis ~tate, and settled on a tract of land included
in what was known as Sandusky Plain, whe1·e they
sojourned for a period of eight years. Then returning to Green Township, they located on a part
of the old Funston farm, and there spent another
eight years.
In the meantime Mr. and Mrs. Elder had lived
economically and labored with a mutual purpose in
view of securing a competency for their later
year.;;. They now wisely retired from active labor,
and renting their farm, removed to Clifton, of
which they have now been residents for sixteen
years. They have become wid ely and favorably
known to the people of their community, and are
held by them in universal respect. There were
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born to them two chil<lren only, one of whom , Ella
May, died in infancy. The only surviving child ,
Effie Kate, is the wife of Henry R. Corey; they
live on the Wilberforce Pike, and are the parents
of one child , Elder R.
Mr. and Mrs. El<ler identified themBelves with
the Presbyterian Church early in life, and Mr.
Eliler for the past twelve years bas officiated as
a Trustee. He has always been warmly interested
in the training- of the young, and is a regular
attendant at the Sunday-school, whose progress he
watches with more than ordinary interest. In politi cs he has declined to be governerl by the opinion
of other men, but has rlone his own thinking and
aims to support those principles which commend
themselves to his conscience, and those men whom
he considers best qualifierl to be entrusted with the
interests of the people. When first becoming a
voting citizen, he identified himself with the Free.
Soilers, and after the abandonment of the olcl party
wheeled into the Republican ranks. In the days
gone by he anrl his father frequently visiterl the
polls togethet·, the latter casting his vote wtth the
DemocratiC party , while Robert B. sturrlily maintainerl his principles by polling a Republican ticket.
Mr. Elder has always enjoyerl in a marked
dei!ree th e continence anrl esteem of his fellowcitizens, who have entmsted him with most of the
offices within their gift. He has been a member
of the District School Boarrl, was Treasurer of
Green Township for two years, Township Clerk
the same length of time, and also Township Trustee.
He keeps himself posted upon current events, is in
full sympathy with the laboring man anrl farm er,
anrl for a time was a member of the Grange. His
landed possessions inclurle on e hnndred and eleven
acres under a goorl state of cultivation and impt·oved with substantial buildings. He also has
thrc·e acres of ground at his home in Clifton.
Mrs. Elder was born in Green Township, Clark
County, Ohio, anrl is a rluughter of John and
Keziah (Scott) Funston, tbeformer of whom was a
native of Ireland, and who emigt·aterl to America
early in life. The mother was a native of Kentucky, in which State the parents were marrierl,
and whence they came to Ohio in the pioneer days.
The mother dierl wh en comparatively a young

woman. Mr. Funston survived his wife many
years, and spent his last rlays in Green Township,
passing away at the age of sixty-four. The parental household inclurled ten chilllren, seven of
whom are living and all residents of this State but
two, who reside in Kansas.
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ENRY

L.

FE~RSTINE,

~

well-to-do

. - farmer of Mad Rtver Townshtp, of which

he is a Trustee, operates one hunrlred and
·
forty-three acres of land, and occupies no
secondary position in the community. He is a
native of this State and was born near the city of
Dayton, October 30, 1849. He lived at home with
his parents until a young man of twenty- four
years, assisting his father in the farm work, and
only attending school during the winter. In 1874
he took full charge of his father's farm, the family
in the meantime having removed to Clark County,
when he was a boy of thirteen years.
Three years later Mr. ]'eirstine was married,
Mareh 20, 1877, to Miss Mary A. Rockafield . He
thereafter workerl the home farm in partnership
with his brother, Albert 0., until 1883, when they
dissolved partnership, and'since that time Henry L.
has operated it singly and alone. The property will
probably come into hi• possession in due time. It
is thoroughly improverl with good buildings, and
Mr. Feirstine avails himself of modem methods
and improverl machinery. The land is amply supplied with nmning water from a branch of Mad
River, and as fine a spring as there is in the country.
The present residence was erecterl in 1881, and
with its surroundings forms a v~ry attractive f~a
ture in the lanilscape. Mr. Feirstine makes a specialty of high-grade cattle, general purpose horses
anrl Polancl-China swine.
Th e subject of this notice is the offspring of a
good family , being the wn of George Feirstine, a
native of Lancaster County, Pa. He learnerl car-·
pentering in early manhood, becoming a skilled
workman , and later operated extensively as a contractor '\110 hui lder in both Lancaster anrl Berks
Counties. He made his home near the town of
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while remaining io his native !;tate, but
prior to his marriage emigrated to Ohio ann
worked at carpentering near Dayton. After his
marriage, in thRt vicinity, he followed his former
bu•iness for some years, then began fn1·ming on his
father-in-law's land ann was very successfu l.
The father of our subject in 1863 removed to
Mad Rive•· Township, Clark County, and purchased
tbe farm which his son, Henry L., now occupies.
Here he lived and labored until quite well advanced
in years, then moved hack to the old farm which
had now become the property of his wife,· as her
share of hH father's estate. There he still resides,
and has a fine body of land, one hundred and seventy-six acres in extent, lying two miles outside
tbe city limits of Dayton. He is now nearly eighty
years old, but possesses much of the activity of
his younger years. Politically, he is an uncompromising Democrat. The paternal grandfatller of
our subject was an hotel-keeper, and also carried
on farming in Lancaster County, Pa.
The mother of our subject bore the maiden
name of Sarah E. Lewton. She was born in
Frederick County, Md ., and is the daughter of
Henry Lewton, also a native of that county, who
learned carpentering in his youth, and followed it
until coming to Ohio. He made the journey over.
land, bringing with him his family, and landed in
Mad River Township, Montgomery County, with a
capital of $30 in his pocket. His first business was
to erect a small log house 111 the woods, and as
soon as possible he secured work at his trade. By
the exercise of industry and economy be accumulated a fine property, including a valuable farru
near the city of Dayton. During the War of 1812
be laid aside his caepenter and farming tools, and
shouldering his musket, gave his time to the service of his country until the British were a second
time driven from American soil. Some of the
first buildings in Dayton and vicinity were the
work of his hands, but later in life he tumed his
attention to farming. Finally retiring from ~ctive
labor, he took up his aholle with his son-in-law,
the father <>f our subject, and died at the homestead m Clurk County at the age of seventy-two
year8. He likewise was an uctive Democrat.
Mrs. Sarah A. (Lewton) Feirstine was reared
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un<lcr the parental roof in Montgomery County.
and died at the old home in October, 1889, at the
age of seventy years. The parental ·household included five chil<lreu, the eldest of whom, D . P.,
lives on the home farm in Montgomery County;
Martha A., 1\frs. Fail·child , a widow, makes ber
home with her fatber; Henry L ., our subject, was
uext in order of birth; Albert 0 . is farming in
1\fad River Township, Clark County ; Alice is the
wife of J. Fulkerth, and they are Iivin)l; in Mad
River Township, Montgomery County; Priscilla
died when three years olcl.
Mrs. Henry L. Feirstine was born December 29,
1860, in Fairfield, and is the daughter of Martin
and Mary (Cox) Rockafielcl, both natives of Bath
Township, Greene County, and who arc numbcrecl
among the oldest and most highly respected families of that region . Mr. Rockafielrl is a carpenter
by trade, and occupies a pleasant home in the
vicinity of Fairfield . To our subject and his estimable wife there bave been born three childrenCora, Mande and Lanra-all of whom are at home
with their parents. The latter are members in
good standing of the Reformed Church at Fairfiel<l, and Mr. Feirstine, like his honored fatller
and paternal granclfather, uniformly votes the
Democratic ticket. He is one of the Trustees of
M:1d River Township, Clerk of the District School
Board, and a member of the Township School
Boarcl. Socially, he belongs to the Knights of
Pyt.hias of Enon. Mr. and :Mrs. Feirstine have a
comfortable home, anrl enjoy the esteem 11nd confirlencl' of hosts of friends. They are very pleasant and hospitable, and move in the highest social
circles of their community.

e

HARLES HOOK. One of the leading men
and most substanti!ll farmers of Greene
County rs the subject of this sketch. He was
born August 27, 1814, on the place where he now
resides, three miles southeast of Xenia. He is a son
of James and l\Iary (Lewis) Hook, who were both
born in Augusta County, Va., which was ulso the
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plnce where their marriage was celebrated. They
lived for a few years in Rockingham County, Va.,
whence they removed to Greene County, Ohio, in
the fall of 1812. They made the journey in a
wagon and met with the usual delays anil trials incident to that method of travel in those days.
They were six weeks rm the road and were glad,
indeed, to reach the end of their trip. They bought
lun(1 and settled on the place where our subject
now resides. Their farm embraced some four hundred and eighty acres and the first house was the
usu al log cabin of the pioneers. It stood about
seventy-five rods east of where the spacious dwell:
ing of our subject now stands. The fathm· of our
subject clearen one hnndren and fift.y acres and
mane a comfortable living for his family. He died
in October, 1844, in his seventy first year. Politically, he was a Whig. His wife surviv ed until
1861, when she, too, crossed to the "great beyond,"
being in her eighty-sixth year. They were the parents of nine chilrlren, whose names are: William,
Rebecca, James C., Robert. Sarah, Lewis, Anna,
Charles and. Martha. Ch<~rles, the subject of this
notice, is the only one living at the pres(•nt time.
The parents were members of the Associntc Re .
form ed Chu rch. They increased tbeit· original
farm of four hundrrn un<l eighty acres to some five
hundred or more before their d('nth .
The grandfatbet· uf Charles Hook was one of a
family of two sons and five daughters, of Irish an("estry. His grandmother Lewis, was twice married; her second husband was a l\1r. Carr. They
located in ·woodford County, Ky ., where she died,
at the age of ninety-six. (lnr snbject ha s passed
his entire life on the farm where he was born and
i& highly respect<·d by all who know him. He received such an education as the common scbools of
the time afford ed , and has added to what be learned
in school by a wide course of read ing , so that he
is now an intelligent and well-informed man.
l\1r. Hook owns three hundred and twelve acr('S
of land, all but one hundred acres being an heritage from his father. For some years he wns engaged in the business of raising Short-Horn cattle,
but is now living more retire<'!. He has pmspered
in his chosen vocation and in tbc summer of 1873
erecten a substantial and elegant brick residence,

in which be ann his family live. Politically, he is
a Republican. He bas been honored by his fellow-citizens with the position of Township Trustee.
l\1r. Hook h:~s been three times married. His
first wife was Clarinda .Johnston, a daughter of
.James C. .Johnston, who was married to Miss
Paulin, of Ross Township. By this union our sub.
ject became the father of four children, three of
whom grew to maturity. Tbeit· names are: Hat·vey C.; Mary J ., who is the wife of Henry H. Conklin; and Thomas C. The second wife was Mrs.
Lucinda Heath, a sister of the first wife. There
were no children by this union. The third mar.
riage was contmcted witu Miss l'rndence Dillingham. She is a <'laughter of Levi Dillingham and
an estimable lnny in every respect. This union
has result~d in the birth of three children, of
whom two are livin g, named respectively: Minnie
and Bcrtbn E. They are bright and intelligent,
and will be given every advantage in the way of
education.

)E

LISHA BALES. This name is recog nized as
~ belonging to one of the most solid citizenf.
~ of ,Jefferson Township, Greene County. He
has improved one of the finest .farms within its
limits and bas been no unimportant factor in bl"inging this section of country to its present connition,
socially, morally and financially. Within this county
he has spent his entire life and WRS born December
I, 1826, in Cresar's Creek Township. He comes of
a good olrl family, teing the son of John 13ales, a
native of Pennsylvania and born March 6, 1789.
The paternal grand father of our subject was
Elisha Bales, Sr., likewise a native of the Keystone
State, and wuose ancestors like himself were Quakers in religious faith. He was rearcn to farm life
nnd married a lady whose first name was Rebecca.
She also was of similar parentage and of the same
faith. They live<l for a few years in their native
·State, then removed to Virginia where they sojourned unt il 1806. They then decide<'! upon nnother change of residence and set out with teams
overland for the young State of Ohio, and after a
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tenious journey of several weeks arrived in Greene
County and lucated on land inc!cJdcd in the milita•·y tract and in what is now Cmsar's Creek Township. There Grandfather Bales improved a farm
ancl spent the remainder of his life, dying when
quite aged. He maintained his n~herence to the
Friends' Church to the last. Politically, he was a
stanch Democrat, a man who kept himself thor.
oughly posted upon leading events and a man
whose opinions were generally respected. His wife
also lived to be quite aged.
Among the children born to Elisha Bales. Sr.
and his excellent wife, was John, the father of our
subject, who was the second of four sons and two
<laughters, all of whom lived to mature years and
Rll are now deceased. John was a youth of seventeen years when his parents removed from Virginia
to Ohio and he was married about 1812. He, bowever, later enlisted as a solrlier in the war which
was then in prog•·ess, being b a company under the
command of Capt. Joseph Lucas. Soon afterward
occurred the battle uf Lake Erie under the famous
Commodore Perry. There was also in his same
•·egiment his brother Jonathan, who was the first one
to discover that the battle was raging by hearing
the noise, as he was lying in camp with his head on
the ground, of the cannonading that jarred the
earth. Soon afterward the troo;;>s were put in motion and started for the fray, but before reaching
the scene of conflict found that the British had Sllt'rendered. This practically wound up the war and
the Bales boys returned home.
The father of our subject now resumed farming
and in con;mon with his neighhurs labored early
and late in the building t,p of a home and the accumulation of a competence. In due' time he became the owner of two hundred acres of choice
land, lying along the waters of C::esar 's Ct·eek,
where he made his permanent home. There he spent
the remainder of his life, passing away March 11,
1864. He was a hard working man, honest and
upright in his dea!ings nnrl one who was intrusted
with many positions of responsibility in this township. He served as ,Justice of the Peace fifteen
yea:·s and from first to last maintained his allegiance to the Democmtic party, casting his first Presidential vote for Gen. Jackson. He was at one time
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the nondnee of his pa1ty for ltcpreseotative to the
State Legislature, running against Judge John
Fudged and being defeated as his party was in the
minority. He, however, ma•lc a fine race, enough
to indicate his popularity among tbe people.
The father of our subject was married in C::esar's
Creek Township, about 1811, to Ill iss Sarah Lucas.
llirs. Bales was horn in 1795 at Maysville, Ky., and
was the daughter of .John and Frances (Rains)
Lucas, a prominent family of the Blue Grass State.
Her Uncle ~imon Hains served as a soldier in the
War of 1812, under Gen. Jackson and fought at
the battle of New Orleans. John Lucas ann his wife,
after the birth of a part of their family, removed
from Virginia to Ohio, settling in Cresar's Creek
Township, Greene Connty, before the Indians had
left the country. llir. Lucas cleared a farm from
the forest, building up a good homestead where he
spent the closing years of his life, snrrounded !Jy
every comfort. He made for himself a good record
as a man and a citizen and diecl in Ul51, at t.he
ripe old age of eighty years. l\lrs. Lucas survived
her husband a number of years and then she too
passed away when qnite aged. Both we•·e members
of the Old School Baptist Church. Mrs. Sarah
Bales died at her home in Cresar's Creek Township
June 8, 1874. She was n lady possessing all the
Christian virtues and a consistent member of the
Methodist Protestant Church.
The subject of this notice was reared to man's
estate on the home farm, receiving a good educ,ation anrl developed into a successful teacher which
he followed until about 1860, mostly during the
winter season. The balance of the year he was employed upon the farm. He contracted matrimonial
tics April 15, 1852, with Miss Margaret Keiter, the
wedding taking place at the brid~'s home in Cresar's
Creek Township. Mrs. Bales was born May 18,
1831, in Hampshire County, Va., to Frederick and
Mary (WeaYer) Keiter, who were likewise natives
of the Do111inion and representatives of its first
families. Mr. Keiter was a blacksmith by trade
whicb he followed after coming to Ohio until 1835.
He settled on a farm in Cresar's Creek Township
where be anrl his wife lived comfortably theremaimler of thei•· lives, both attaining to more than
threescore ancl ten years. They had been since their
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youth memllers of tllC Old School Baptist Cllllrch
in which Mr. Keiter officiated as a Deacon .
To the parents of Mrs. Bales th ere was born a
family of five sons all(! seven daughters, nine of
whom arc yet living : Margaret A., was, like her
brothers and sisters, subjected to careful parental
training and obtained a fair education in the common schools. Of h<r union with om subject tLere
have been born six childJ·en,of whom Mary E. died
at th e age of fifte en months and Frecterick K .
when an interesting chilrl of seven years. The
survivors are recorded as follows: Susan became
the wife of Joseph 0. Avy, a farmer of Gage
County, Neb.; William married Miss LordeliaJane
Faulkner and they live on a farm in Clinton County,
this State; Silas R. took to "ife Miss Laura Cline
and they live on a farm iu J efferson Township,
Greene County; Sarah E. remains at hom e with
her parents. Mr. Bales like his honored father,
votes the straight Democratic ticket. No man can
point to a dishonest ac t of which be has ever been
guilty and he is looked upon as one whose wore! is
as good as his bond.

~j DAM BAKER.

This genial cit.izen of Ger·
,\ man Town ship,Clark County,is well·known
to a majority of its people among whom be
1
is a general favorite. He mal<es his headquarters at a well·regulate<l farm on section 8,
where he operates successfully ns a tiller of the soil,
aud deals quite extensively in live stock. A man
still in the 1lrime of life, he was bom April ·~6.
1841, where he now lives, and is the SOB of Adam,
Sr., and Susannah (Klineseltcr) Baker, who were
both natives of York County, l'a.
l\Ir. Baker was reared to manuood in his native
township, and remembers the time when the country was comparatively 11ew, and the opportunities
for social intercourse and education were quite lim ited. He attended the district schools during the
his boyhood, and at an early age commencerl to
to make himself useful around the farm . He was
a lad fond of his books, and after leaving the common school, entered the Commercial College at

Springfield, under the tutorship of Prof. Edward
Harl'lson, and WaS duly graduated. Then return ing home he worked for himself until ready to es·
tablisb a fireside of his own.
The marriage of Adam Baker and Miss Amaod:1
E. Wilson, took place at the bride's borne in this
township, October 10, 1869. Mrs. Baker was born
J anuary 28, 1846, in Champaign County, and is
the daughter of John and Sarah A. Wilson, who
were natives of Ohio and Virginia, are now resi ·
dents of Tremont City, this Stnte. Of this union
there have been bom no children. Mr. Baker is
the owner of three hundred and twenty-three acres
of choice lanrl in Clark County. This home farm
comprises one hundred and sixte~n acres, and is
improved with good buildings including a neat
frame re.idence, and the structures necessary for
the shelter of stock and storage of grain. Mr.
Baker, without making any great stir in the world,
pursues the even tenor of his way as a peaceable
and law-abiding citizen, and gi vcs his unqualified
allegiance to t.hc Republican party. He is classed
among the representative citizens of his township,
and through his ow n industry and good management, has areumulaterl a competence. Socially, he
belongs to the lllasonic fraternity, of which he is a
member in high standing, having· attained to the
thirty-second <Iegree.
Adam Baker, Sr., the fathet· of our subject, was
llorn about 17%, and departed this life at his home
Ill German Township, in 1863.
He was reared to
manlworl in his native State, whence he emigrated
to Ohio in 1836, settling in Clark County, and tbe
following year secured the land whieh constitutes
the present farm of his son Adam . He also purchased mill property and operated a tlouring-will
and distillery for about eleven years. Later he
sold the mill property. He was a prominent man
in his community, serving as County Commissioner,
and after the organization of the Republican party,
was one of its warmest udherents.
The mother of our subject died in August, 1879.
The parental family consisted of twelve children,
six of whom are living: Cornelius, William B. and
Elinora, are re~i<lents of Springfield; Joana is the
wife of Alexanrler Baker, of Moorefield Township;
John W. is a resident of Topeka, Kan.; Adam, our
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subject', is the youngest living of the family. fhe
father at his death left a la•·ge estate, which be had
accumulated mostly by his own industry and perseverance. The family maintains a highly respectable position in the community, staud ing second to
none in point of intelligence and sterling worth.

ILLIAM G. SUTTON. The Sutton familv
floul'ished in New Jersey during the Co.
Ionia! ilays and were a worthy race of people of whom their descendants hav e reason to be
proud. The subject of this notice, who is widely
and favoraiJ!y !mown throughout Silver Township,
Greene County, is the grandson of William G. Sutton, Sr., and was horn in New Jersey, of American
parents, who traced theit· ancestry to Ireland.
William G., Sr., was reared to farming pursnits
aud chose these for his life vocation. When reach·
ing manhood he was married to a lady of his own
State, by name, Miss Lois Sutton, who was of ancestry similar to his own. They lived in New Jersey until after the birth of several Lhildren, then,
in the early pat·t of the pt·esent centnry, emigrated
to Ohio and made settlement in what is now
Caesar's Creek Township, Greene County. He took
up land on the military tract soutl:t of the present
site of the city of Xenia, when t he now flourishing
town was scarcely marked by a lmilding. Grandfather Sutton began at first principles in the opening up of a farm and bore tb.e distinction of being
not only one of tne first settlers of the township,
but in fact of the whole county. He broke his
land with a wooden mould-board plow and used
]Jickory bar!< for reins tu guide his team. He, like
the other pioneers, was very poor and it required
the closest economy and goo• I management to keep
the family fed and clothed and carry on the improvements of the farm. The nearest market and
mill were at Cincinnati and they encountered untold J.ar<lsllips and privations in their sti·nggle to
build up a home and secure a competence. ·
In due time, however, Grandfather Sutton and
his estimable wife began to reap the reward of their
labors and found themselves su rronnded by all of
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the comforts of life. The latter passed away severn! years prior to the decease of hc.r husband ancl
when quite well a<lvanced in years. She wus a devoted wife and mother and bore the vicissitudes of
pioneer lif~ bravely and hopefully, and lil<e the
woman of scripture, '•looked well after the ways of
ller householrl." Grandfather Sutton after her
death repaired to Jay Cou nty , Ind., and spent his
last clays among his cllildren, dying at the home of
his son Isaiah when an old man. He wa.s a Whi g,
politically, but held to.no religious creed, making it
the rule of his life to do unto others as he would be
done by. There were born unto him and his excellent wife four sons and three daughters, of whom
Daniel, the father of our snbject, was the eldest.
The latter was bom in 1802, it is believed in New
Jersey , or if not there, at the place where they first
settled near Chillicothe, tllis State.
Tile father of our subjeet was a young child
when he removed with llis parents to Greene
County, this State, and he assisted in the development of the home farm, remaining und~r the home
rvof until reaching l1is majority. He was then
married in New Jll.Sper Township tu llliss ~:Iizabeth
Spahr. This lady was born in Virginia in 1804,
an<l was quite young when she accompanied her
parents, Philip and Mary (Schick) Spaht·, to
Greene County , they settling south of the present
site of Xenia. In Greene County they spent tlte
remainder of their lives and IJotlt lived to be quite
aged. Mr. Spahr die<l at tbe old homestead and
his wife afterward died at the home of her son in
l{oss Township . Dot:1 were active metnbers vf
the Methodist Episcopal Church. They reared a
family of ten children aml were among those whose
names have always been_ held in kindly remembrance.
After their marriage Daniel Sutton and his wife
commenced the journey of life together on a farm
two miles north of the old Sntton homesteail, on
Caesar's Creek, where Mr. Sutton improved two
hundred and _twenty acres . and gathered around
himself and family many comfo1·ts. There his
death occurred in 1860. He wa.s a prominent man
in bis commnnity and looked upon as one of the
best citizens in the county. Politically, he was a
sound Republican, and in religion, a devoted mem-
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ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Physicially he was a powerful man, being considered the
stoutest man in the county at that Lime. His wife
surviveu him anumberofyearsand also died at tbe
old homestead in 1884, being then eighty years
old. SIJC was a large-hearted Christian woman,
kind and charitable in all her impulses and was
one of the most active workers of the Methodist
Episcopal Church.
The subject of this notice was the second born
of fifteen children comprising the p:u·ental family
and including seven sons and eight daughters. It
is a remarkable fact that they all lived to mature
years. One son, Jacob, entered the Union Army
during the Civil War, and met his death while in
the scrvive of his country. One daughter, Nancy
is deceased; Nehemiah G. is also deceased; the
remainder were married and had families of their
own, excepting one daughter. Twelve are , still
living, all thrifty, honest and industrious and occupying a good position in their co~munity. The
youngest living member of this large family is
forty .five years old.
William G. Sutton shared with his parents the
hardships and privations of pioneer life and assisted them as he was able in building up the
homestead and accumulating a competence. After
reaching man's es\ate he was married January 11,
1849, at the bride's home in Cresar's Creek Township, to Miss Martha Hagler. This lady was born
in that township April 25, 1830, and under careful
home training developed into an intelligent and attractive womanhood. Her parents were Samuel
and Anna (Fudge) Hagler, natives of Virginia,
where they were reared and manied. Later they
came to Ohio and were among the earliest settlers
of Greene County, locating in Cresar's Creek Township. The father secured a troct of land from
which he opened up a good farm and there with his
good wife spent the remainder of his days. They
were people greatly respected in their community
and consistent members of the German Reformed
Church. They were also parents of fifteen children, of whom their daughter Martha was the sixth
in order of birth. Two of these died young, but
the most. of them are still living, married and have
families of their own.

To our subject and his good wife there have
been born eight children, one of whom, a daughter,
Jennie, died unmarried at the age of thirty-two.
The survivors are recorded as follows: Allen
married Miss Emma Hatch and they live on a farm
in Silver Creek Township; Elizabeth is the wife of
David S. Smith, a biograpl•y of whom appears on
another page of this volume; A. Samantha, marriPd Jacob Smith, and they live on a farm in New
Jasper Township; Mary R. is the wifP. of John P.
Wilson and they live in Hamilton, this State,
where Dr. Wilson successfully follows the profession of a veterinary surgeon; Moses A.. married
Miss Aline Harness and they are residents of New
Jasper Township; J. Elliott married Miss Kittic V.
Glass, nnd Ol,e•·ates one of the farms belonging to
his father in Silver Creek Township; Luella remains at home with her parents.
After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Sutton lived
one year at the old Sutton homestead, then our
subject purchased a farm in New Jasper Township where they Jived three years. Thence, in
1853, they removed to Silver Creek Township
where Mr. Sutton has improved one of the finest
farms in the county and upon which they lived until 1882. Then wisely retiring from the active labors of life he removed to Jamestown, where he and
hio estimable partner occupy a pleasant home on
East Xenia Street. Mr. Sutton is the owner of
two hundred and seventeen acres of choice land
which is the source of a handsome income. Politically, he is a sound Republican and in religious
matters, he and his wife belong to the Methodist
Episcopal Church. A portrait of Mr. Sutton accom panics this sketch.

-,
J

AlliES L. McKINNEY is descenderl from

11 two old pioneer families of Clark County
I -the McKinneys and the Lammes. The

~

patriotism which he has exhibited, and the
musical talent of himself and children, are an inheritance from the paternal line, Samuel McKinney,
his grandfather, having been a soldier in the War
of 1812, and a pioneer music teacher in this vicin-
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ity. G.-andfnther McKinney died in 1836 when
his son Cyrus, the father of our subject, was but
little past his majority, be having been born in
Clarl< County in 1814. Cyrus McKinney married
Melinda E. Lamme, who was also born in Clark
County, anil there they maile their hom e, rearing
a family o f four children, all of whom are yet living. The father breathed llis .last in 1870, the
mother surviving until 1881.
Capt. McKinney, our subject, is' well known in
Clark County where he liveil for many years,
and o.lso in Greene County, in which he bas been a
resident since 1883. At tbnt time he took up his
a bode in Yellow ~prings, which bas since been his
home, and where, as in hi'3 former place

Of

T('Si-

dence, he bas been quite acti.ve in matters of pub·
li e import. He has received the appointment of
Land Appraiser for Miami Township, for the coming ten years, a po>ition for y;hicb his kuowlenge
of values well fits him. He was born Apdl 29,
1889, in Clark County, being the first-born of his
parents' chiltlren, and receiving goon advantages
in the way of home training and s.cbool privileges.
After completing the studies taught in the common
schools, he attended the High School at New Carlisle, becoming well versed iu all the branches on
the curriculum. He remained at home assisting
his father until twenty.six years of age, with tbe
exception of the time spent by him in the service
of his country.
The attack upon the Nation's life aroused in the
breast of young McKinney a fervid desire to assist
ir~ the preservation of the Union, and in August,
1861, he enlisted in the Sixteenth Ohio Artillery.
He was sent to St. Louis, and ere long was at the
front, bearing a gQllant share in various severe
contests, among them being the liattle.~ of Pen
Hinge, Thompsons' Mills, Round Hill, Cash River,
Duvall's Bluff, the siege of Vicksburg, J acltson,
(lliss.) and Champion Hills. He served faithfully
uu til February, 1863, when Ids time of enlistment expired
and be returned to his
hom e. The struggle still continuing, however, he
was nyt content to pursue the arts of peace,
and in May, Hl64, be prepared again to take the
fid<l. Raising a company, he joined the One hundred and Fifty-tllird Ohio Infantry, receiving the
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appoi ntment of Captain of Company E. which be
had organized. The command was attached to
Grant's army and sawtsome very severe service,
prior to their discharge fieptember 9, 1864. One
of the hard est battles of Capt. McKinney's experience was 9.t Green Spring Run, where he lost sixteen men of his company. 'Another severe strugg le
was an engagement between his company and a
part of Gen. Imboden's command, where the com.
pnny being intreJ)Jhecl, was able to beo.t off the
enemy, and save a bridge which they had been assigned to guard, losing but two men.
After his meritorious services in behalf of his
country, Capt. McKinney returned to his father 's
· homo where he remained until l~>tc in the f~>ll of
1865, when he set up a home of his own upOJ\ a
farm in Betllel Township, remaining there until his
removal to Yellow Springs. He still owns a farm
of eighty-two acres in Mad River Valley, all improved, and of considerable value. While occupying his rural home, Capt. McKinney served upon
the School Board of the township, and be also
holds n plac~ in the Educational Board of Antioch
College, having been Secretary of that body for
five years. He hns always taken an active interest
in politics, and ad hP.res strongly to the principles
of Republiamism. Of tempernnce be is an Larncst
ad vocate. He is a member of the Independent
Or<ler of Odd Fellows, in Yellow Springs, and has
belo office in the lodge. He nlso belongs to the
Grand Army of the Republic, in which at present
he holds the position of Junior Vice Commanrlcr,
and has been Officer of tlle Day for years.
On November 28, 1865, the rites of wedlock
were celebrated between Capt. McKinney and Miss
Lizzie Lowry, au educated and re fin ed young
woman, and ·the possessor of many womanly and
Christian virtues. She is one of three children
born to D. W. anrl Eliza (Layton) LmVI'y, natives
of Clark 9ounty, and of old pionee·r families.
Her granilfather, David ~L1wry, was one of the
ol"iginal surveyors of that county, in which he Io.
cated a home anil beca.me well known. She was
born in September, 1841, received a good education in the schools of the vicinity, and was herself
a teacher prior to her marriage. She bad borne
her husband two childt·en : Carena and Athelia.
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The former was graduated from Antioch College
in 1888, lmving completerl a full course at the age
of twenty years. She is now a member of the faculty of that in;titution,having been eleded a teacller
of vocal music. Athelia, who is a member of the
junior class in the same institution, is also a fine
musician, and has a decicled talent for paintiug.
She works in both oil and water colors, and has
beautified the parentalilome with many products
of her pencil, the mantels an<l walls being lined with
her works.
The McKinney family belong to the Christian
Church, of which our 8uhject is a Trustee. The
musical talent of the Captain and his daughters is
.ecognized by tile membership, and adds to the
attractiveness of the church sen•ices, ail being
members of tile choir, which Capt. McKit;ney bas
lerl for seven years.

e

OLUl\IDUS BIERCE HAUK. A familiar
figure in Springfield is tllat of Capt. Hauk,
wllo for a number of years bas been en joying tllc fruits of his former inclustry in the freedom from anxiety or toil which his abundant share
of this world's goods allows. He moved to this
city early in the '70's, buying property at the corner of East High Street and Belmont Avenue.
where be and his cherished companion still live. He
et·ect.ed a fine brit·k house, under whose hospitable
roof good cheer for body and mind are. found by
all who enter there. Although both Mr. and Mrs.
Hauk are on the shady s-ide of life, they enjoy
quite good health, and are still capable of an active interest in current events and all worthy enterprises. For forty-six years they have shared each
other's joys and sorrows, and a retrospective view
of these years gives them no cause to regret theit·
union.

Capt. Hank is of German ancestry, his g randparents having beeu born in the Fatherland, whence
they emigrnted to Pennsylvania. There their son
Conrad was horn and grew to man's estate. He
went to Virginia, in which State ile married a Miss
Rrcd, the couple coming to Ohio about 1808. l\Ir.

Hank bought a farm in Athens County and engaged in agricultu ral pursuits as a pioneer there,
living but about a decade after his arrival. The
natal day of our subject was July 23, 1819, and he
was but two weeks old when his mother died. He
was t<tkeu into the family of Judge Abel .1\Iiller,
who resided on a farm one and one-half miles from
Athens, and there remained until 1833, when be
started out in life for himself.
Going to Cincinnati, wbicil was then a city of
about thirty-five thousand inhabitants, young Hank
secured a situation on a river steamer, his intention being to learn the business of a pilot. In
three years ·he had acquired a thorough knowledge
of tile business and become acquai nted with the
channels of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, upon
which he acted as pilot and commander until 1865,
his home during those years having been in Cincinnati. During the perilous times of the Civil
War he commanded a boat, the trips of which were
attended witil considerable danger to the officer in
charge. After the Rebellion Capt. Hank resigned
and settled on a farm he had previously purchased
in Clark County, n_e ar South Charleston. After
living upon it seven or eight years, he removed w
his present home, believing that he and his wife
merited a more restful life than their past had
been.
The companion of Capt. Hawk, with whom he
was un itcd in marriage February 4, 1844, was born
in Cincinnati and bore the maide~ name of Joanna
Norton. Sue is a daughter of Elijah and Joanna
(Lyon) Norton. Her father was born at Edgartown, l\Iass, and when but a boy began sailing before the mast. His last voyage was on a whaling
cruise, and while away the War of 1812 began,
and in order to reach home the vessel had to run
the gauntlet of pirates and blockaders. This determined him to abandon the sea and he settled in
Cincinnati, which was then a small "city. After having followed the trade of a carpenter for a time,
he embarked in tile ice trade, being the first in the
city to follow tl:tat business and for a time supplying the entire population. The infirmities of age
finally compelled him to abandon it and his last
years were spent in retirement, his mortRl remains
being finally deposited in Spring Grove Cemetery.
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His wife was a native of New Jersey and daughter
of James Lyon, a Cinr.innati pioneer. She died
when her daughter, Mrs. Hank, was an infant. Mr.
J,yon at one time owned five hunrlred acres of timber land, including the locality known as Walnut
Hills, a great part of which is now in the city of
Cincinnati. He clearerl a farm, erecterl good buildings upon it, and made it his home until his dca~h.
Capt. and Mrs. Hank are the happy parents of
four children. James Norton, the oldest son , resides on a farm near South Charleston; Charles D.
lives in Chicago; Ella married Gomer Highley
rnd lives in Chicago; Henry resides in Springfield.
.James was attending college when the late war
broke out, and was anxious to enter the army,
hut as he was only seventeen years of age, his
parents would not give their consent. Finding, however, that his patriotic ardor dicl. not abate, in 1!!62
they gave their consent to his enlistment and he
became a member of the Seventh Ohio Cavalry.
He served in Kentucky, Tennessee and Georgia,
participating in the Atlanta campaign under Sherman, and gallantly discharging his duties until the
close of the war, when he was honorably discharged
with his regiment ani! returned to his home. The
first political affiliation of Capt. Hank was with
the Whig party, but he has bePn a Republican
since the party of tbat name was organized. Both
he and his wife belong to the East High Street
Methodist Episcopal Chru·ch and both are highly
respected for their Christian character, intelligence
and long years of usefulness.

e

HASE STEWART. The name of Chase
Stewart .is well known throughout Clark
County as that of her Prosecuting Attorney, and his reputation as a rising young lawyer is
not confined to the county in which he lives. He
was .born in Yellow ~prings, Greene County, October 26, 1858, and is therefore but little more than
thirty years old. In the paternal line he is of
Scotch-Irish extraction, his remote ancestors having left Scotland in the times of the persecutions
and settled in the Emerald Isle, intermarrying with
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natives of that land . His grandfather, John T.
Stewart, settled in Clark County in 1806 ani! is
numbered among its sturdy pioneers. Here his son
Samuel was born and became a prominent farmer
and dealer in live stock. Jn 1860 he removed to
Hardin County, where he settled on a farm nne!
lived the rest of his clays. His death took plrwc
about the year 1888. For a time he filled the office of County Commissioner. His wife, Mary A .
Marshall , was a daughter of William Marshall, an
early settler in Clark County, where she was born
in 1825, and reared to womanhood. She bore her
husband two sons and four daughters, all yet living in their native State. The Marshall family to
which she belonged were remotely connected with
the late Chief Justice Marshall.
The early schooldays of Chase ~te ;vart, who
was the third of the parental family, were passed
in the log schoolhouse in Hardin County, and during the interval s of study he assisted his father on
the farm . After leaving the common school, he
entered the Wesleyan University, at Delaware,
where .he pursued his studies about ~hree years. He
then entered Chicago University, from which he
was graduated in the class of '80. His taste leading him to the study _of law, he went to Washington, D. C., and became a student under ,Judge
William Lawrence, at that time Comptroller of the
Trea,ury.
Mr. Stewart was graduated from the Nationa.l
Law University in the Capital in 1882, and in October of the same year was admitted to the bnr by
tbe Supreme Court of Ohio. He began his prac .
tice in Springfield the following year, since which
time he has devoted his attention entirely to his
professional duties. In 1888 he was nominateil
and elected Prosecuting A~torney for a period of
three years and assumed the cluties of his otfire on
New Year's Day, 1889. The fine classical education which preceded his law studies, added to the
brilliancy of n minrl naturally acute, gave .Mr.
Stewart a command of language which proves valable in his chosen work. Not only is he well
grounded in the principles of law and equity, but
he po~sesses the knowledge of men and tbe powe1· to
move them, which, when exercised properly, are
among the best qualifications for success in the

H6

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

legal arena. His social nature has led him to become a member of Clark Lodge, No. 101, F . &
A. M., and of Moncieffe Lodge, No. 33, K. of P.
He is popular in society and bids fair to attain a
position of eminence in his profession if life and
health are spared him.

Greene County; the next in order of birth is our
subject; Drusilla resides in Darke County; l'tlrs.
Mary Duckworth lives in West Virginia; Mrs. Sarah Mosier lives in Mad River Township, Clark
County; Christina, Mrs. Funderburg, lives in Darke
County.
Nimrod Trollinger was born near Barton, Allegany County,Md.,August 12, 1827, and reared on
a farm, early in life beginning to bear a share in
the work done upon the place. When ten years
iMROD TROLLINGER is the owner and
old he began plowing and doing other work, and
occupant of a farm wtich is probably not
in his fifteenth year he took charge of the place,
surpasst<l by any of equal extent in Greene
which comprised two hundred and thirty-six acres,
County, and certainly by none in Bath Township.
a part of which was yet uncleared. The lad had
It comprises two hund•·ed and fifteen acres on secclearing done, himself wielrling an ax with ene•·gy
tion 7, and has been so well managed as to secure
far beyond his years, and not only carrying on
for its owner an independent fortune which enables
farming but also raising stc>ck to a considerable
him to spend his declining years in ease and enjoyextent. His education was not neglected, but he
ment, unincumbered hy anxiety regarding the fuavailed himself of the advantages which the neighture. The place is located on the Clifton and
borhood afforded. The schools were kept up by
Yellow Springs Pike, the Xenia Pike also running
subscription and were l!eld in a log building, into
through the place; the owner helped to build the
which the light entered through greased paper winlatter highway.
dows, and which wns furnished with puncheon seats
Mr. Trollinger is of German descent in the paand slab flesks. Attendance of school was generternal line, his granrlfather, Jacob Trollinger, havally limited to three months during the winter.
ing been bom in the Fatherlan d. Upon emigrating
In !\fay, 1853, young Trollinger came to Ohio,
to A :nerica he located in Alleghany County, Md,
and made his arrangements for the purchase or
where he opemted a far.n and also ran a still house.
property in Bath Township, Greene County. In
l-Ie died there after having reached a comfortable
August he marle a paJ'ment, after which he retumed
financial standing. Hi~ son Jacob was born in that
to the East and near his former home was united
county and followed farming successfully until
in marriage with Miss Martha Shaw, the ceremony
seriously affected by the asthma, by which he was
taking place September 15. Sending his wife and
incapacitated from lubor for forty years. In 1853
father to the new home, he drove through with a
he accompanied his son, our subject, to Ohio, refour-horse team, bringing the honsehold goods and
siding with him ul)til his death in 1868. His politbeing two weeks on the way. The farm npon
ical affiliation was with the Democratic party.
which he locatecl was purchased of John Folck for
The mother of our subject was in her maiden$33 per acre an<! wns partly cleared and had an
hood Miss Sarah Jacobs. She was born in Allegany · old log building upon it. The efforts of our subCounty, Md., to which ber father, Jacob Jacobs,
ject ere long made of it a finely improved estate,
had atcompanied his parents wllen quite small, New
markerl with the mo<lern conveniences and prodncJersey having been his native State. He and his
ing first-class _crops, principally whe~t. although a
father became the owners of seven farms in Maryvariety of grain is raised. During the war Mr.
land anrl very successful in agricultural work, acTrollinger also raised stock successfully. In 1871
quiring considerable means. Mrs. Sarah Trollinger
he built a large barn, and in 1879 a more modern
died in her native State, leav ing six children of the
resirlence. Water is forced where needed by a
nine whom she l!ad borne. Th e first-born was
windmill which, with its large tan!<, is a somewhat
Emily, Mrs. Jacobs, who died in Miami Township,
prominent feature in the landscape. In 186•1 Mr .

n
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Trollinger bought eighty acres of improved land
at Portland, Jay County, Ind., having previously
purchased the old Joseph Folck place of thirty·threo
acres near his home. He is now retired from act.
ive duties although still occupying the farm which
is in the care of his twin sons, Jacob and John, who
are following wortuily in their father'~ footsteps as
enterprising and progressive farmers anrl good
citizens.
Mrs. Trollinger was born in Barton, Md., May
31, 1831 , and in adrlition to the book knowledge
which could be obtained in the neighborhood of
her home, she acquirerl the homely domestic arts
of spinning, weaving, knitting and housewifery,
practicing them under the parental roof until her
marriage. She is the tenth in a family of fifteen
ehildren, all of whom reached maturity except
Harriet, the seventh, who died when eighteen
months old. The record of the others is as follows:
Mrs. Elizabeth Neff lives in Barton, Md.; Joseph
rlied in lown; Mrs. Jane Barnes died in Maryland;
Mrs. Louisa Humbleson live~ in Pennsylvania;
John resides on the home place in Barton, Md.;
Mrs. Cuarlotte Jacobs is deceased ; Thompson died
in Iowa; the home of William is in Evansville, W .
Va.; Mrs. Mary Michaels died in Marylanrl; Mrs.
Hila Koontz lives in Iowa; Mrs. Sidney Waters
lives in West Virginia; Mrs. Sarah A. Swindler
died in Kansas; Mrs. Almira Roise lives in Arlransas. Thompson was a teamster in the Union army
thi'Oughout the Civil War.
Mrs. Trollinger is a granddaughter of William
Shaw, a native of Merrie England, who came to
Maryland alone when a boy. Having been well
educaterl in uis. native land, he ere long engaged in
school teaching, although his first employment in
America was farm labor. He entered the ministry
of the Methorlist Episcopal Church, preaching some
and also operating a farm which he owned and upon
which he died. His son Henry was born in Aile·
gany County, Md ., ancl became a carpenter, doing
contrncting and building throughout the county
and on the National pike. He was a good mechanic
and in addition to his carpenter's trade was a cab·
inet·maker and undertaker. He owned a farm,
which he rented in 1855, removing to Evansville,
Preston County, Va., where he lived some time.
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l-Ie fin ally returned to his former home, where he
breathed his last. He was a memb~r of the Methodist Episcopal Church. His wife was Sydney
Thompson, a n"tive of Loudoun County, Va.; she
died in West Virginia.
The family of Nimrod Trollinger and his estim·
able wife comprises nine children, of whom we note
the following: Sarah married Frank Batdorf, a
farmer whose home is near Fairfield; Jane became
the wife of Martin Paxton, who owns and occupies
a farm in Indiana; !Wzabeth is still with her par·
ents; Emma married C. Horner, of Beaver Creek;
James lives on his father's farm of thirty-three
acres, wuich is the old Joseph Folck place; Julia
married J ames C. Wolf, whose home is near Bymn;
Annie married Howard Flatter, who lives in Miami
Township; the next on the family roll are the
twin sons who carry on the home farm;. Charles
dierl when a babe.
For twenty.five years Mr. Trollinger held the
position of School Director, after which he resigned
the office in which he han so long and faithfully
served; he was also Supervisor of Roads one year.
No more public·spirited man is to be found in the
vicinity than he, and none who have manifested a
greater degree of enterprise in the conduct of their
worldly affairs. He is good natured, inclined to
take the world ensy, and quite jolly, proving an
entertaining companion and winning friends for
these qualities as well as for the more sturdy traits
of his character. He votes the straight Democratic
ticket. Mrs. Trollinger belongs to the Methodist
Episcopal Church, at Yellow Springs, in which she
has good standing, while throughout !Jer extendeci
circle of acquaintances she is esteemed for hr r
kindly nature and upright character.

I CHARD OATES, although an Englishman

~~

by birth and eciucation, having come to
this country from YOt·kshire in 1851, Y.as
~ among the first to enlist to serve his adopted country when tile drencl pall of war darkened
h!ir sky. Becoming a member of the Forty-fourth
Ohio Infantry in 1861 , he served continuously
(

!K\\1
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until 1865, during that time seeing much hurd service and taking part in many hnxd-fought battles.
Among them were: Lewisburg, ·w.Va.; Dutton
Hill, Ky . ; the siege of Knoxville; Winchester,
Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek, Va. The regiment
had been mounter! for service in the Shenandoah
Valley, and in addition to the severer contests
mentioned had many minor fights and skirmishes
with the rebels. In his war record 1\fr. Oates carried out to the full the principle embodied hy the
grand English admiral, Nelson, in his saying,
"Englanrl expects every man to do his duty,"
although it was another country to which he was
devoting himself.
In .July, 1865, Mr. Oates was mustered out of
the service, anil returned to his family in tipringfield Township, Clark County, Ohio, whcl'e he
had been married in I 853 to !If iss Emily Naso~ .
His wife is a daughter of George L. Nason, who
was born in Duxbury, Vt., July 30, 1809, anrl
came to Ohio with his parents, Daniel and Mercy
(Roberts) Nason, in 181!. The latter settled near
Springfield, which was then a hamlet of but a few
log houses, and in which he attended Sundayschool when a boy. He bas lived in the neighborhood all his life except about two years preceding
the war, when he removed to Missouri, where he
found he could not express his sentiments, and he
therefore returned to Obio. He is now one of the
oldest settlers living in this vicinity, is in his
eighty-til'st year, and quite bale for one of !Jis advanced age. He was married in 1831 to Miss
Hannah Hawkins, a daughter of James Hawkins,
of Yorkshire, England. His family comprised
four children, ·E mily, now Mrs. Oates, being the
second.
In addition to the service rendered his adopted
country upon the tented tiel!'!, Mr. Oates has set
th e example of a hart! working and reliable citizen,
who cheerfully discharges the duties w!Jich lie before him, and gains -the reputation Of an bonOI'able
and worthy man. He has reared a family of ten
bright children, besides taking care of his aged
f11ther-in-law, and his many charges have kept him
from accumulating much of this worl<l's goods.
Until quite r~cently he hhs always rented a farm
in Springfield Township, but >t few years ago he

purchased twenty-five acres of the Buffenberger
four miles west of South Charleston, in
Madison Township, Clark County, where he now
resides with his family. His children are: Florence, Eliza, Annie, Mathew, George, Luther, Inez,
Harley, Cnrl'ie and Lottie A ., the last named heing
a lass of ten years. True to the principles for
which he fought for nearly ti ve years, 1\fr. Oates
votes the Republican ticket.
plac~,

)EZRA M. PETERSON. Among the younger
farmers of Greene County who are carrying
~ on tbe work begun by their parents or
grandrarents, on tracts of lanil which we1·e cleared
by their ancestors many years ago, the gentleman
above named is numbererl . He now has two hunrlred ar.res of t!Jc old homestead on whic!J he was
reareil 'and educated, and upon which his eyes
opened to the light October 26, IR48. He is a
worthy successor of his father, who, starting with
ninety-eight acres of land, accumulated a landed
estate of about seven hundred acres, besides rearing his family in comfort and bestowing upon them
such advantages as the country afforded in. their
youth.
From his estimable pnrents Ezra Peterson received a careful training in the principles which
should govern the conduct, and learned the useful ·
habits which he has since followed. The trnits of
chamcter which he derived from them by birth
and training have given him the respect of his fellow-men, and the warmer feeling of friendship from
those to whom be is better known. On October 31,
1872, he married Miss Arebelle A., daughter of
Warren and Lanar (Adams) Ledbetter, she, like
himself, being a member of the Methodist Church.
They are the parents of one son, J. Warren.
The father of the gentleman of whom we write
was Felix Peterson, who wns born in Hardy
County, Va., May 18, 1809, ard died April 9,
187·4, and came with his parents, Jacob and Elizabeth (Harper) Peterson, to this county in 1815,
tuc party also including John Peterson, a brother
of Jacob , and a cousin. The fraternal group, of
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which he was the youngest member, comprised also
Catuerine, Mary, Christina, Samuel, Joel, Moses,
Jacob and Hannah, the latter being the only on e
now living, her age being eighty-seven. Jacob
Peterson died on the farm now occupied by his
grandson, our subject, in July, 1859, at the extreme age of ninety-three years, having been born
in March , 1766 . His wife had breathed her lnst
in 1833.
Felix Peterson grew to man's estate in this
county, spending nearly his entire life on Cresar's
Creek, where his father hat I located in his boyhood .
He married Mary S. Weaver,. who is yet living.
She belongs to the Reformed Ch•1rch and is a
most estimable woman. H~r parents, John and
Martha (McCoole) 'Veaver, natives of Pennsylvania and Virginia respectively , came to Greene
County in 1823, settling six miles soutu of Xenia
on a farm of one hundred and thirteen acres.
There the father died in 1848. leaving a widow
and nine childr·en to mourn his loss. He W:JS the
oldest son of ,John Weaver, Sr., who marrjed
Mary Senseney, th e other members of the family
circle being Jacob, David, Christian, Isaac, George, ·
and a son wllo •lied young. This family lived for
a time in Pennsylvania, whence they moved to
Virginia and afterward came to this &tate. The
family of Mr. an<l Mrs. Felix Peterson comprised
seven sons and daughters, the subject of this
sketch being the youngest and the others bearing
the names of Martha, Lewis, Catherine, .James,
,John and Harper.

J

AMES McCARTY. Although quite ndvancecl in years, this gentleman still occupies
a place ari10ng the leading farmers of Greene
County, being vigorous and active, aqd
bearing the weight of his years as lightly as do
most men a score of years his junior. His financial standing is a substantial one, and is due to his
own ability and exertions, as he began his career
in life when quite young with no capital except a
fundamental education and some knowledge of
handicraft. He is an honorable man, a reliable
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citizen, and one whose benevolence and generosity
have been manifested in behalf of many worthy
objects, and have cost bim about $6,000 of hard
earnings.
In Bucks County, l'a., Benjamin McCarty was
hom May 2, 1763, and Mary Smallwood, May I 0,
17?6. Growiug to manuood ancl womanhood this
couple were united in marriage and lived in their
native State for many years. Fourteen children
were born to them, named respectively: Elizabeth,
William, Benjamin, Mary, Hannah, Isaac, Mercy,
Charles, Artbnr, Anclrew, Thomas, Maria, James
and one <lied in infancy. Three of these died in
childbood; nine married and reared families; but
the only one living at this writing is the snbject of
this sl!etch. Elizabeth died in Cedarville, Greene
County, and Andrew in Michigan. The father
was a bricklayer anil stonemason, and all of the sons
worked at bricklaying, plastering and stone work.
Benjamin McCarty died in Pennsylvania at the age
of sixty-five years, his widow living to the extreme
age of ninety-nin e, and dying at the home of her
son Charles, at Rolling Prairie, LaPorte Connt.y,
Ind.
Ncar tne northern line of Northumberland
County, Pa., December 10, 1808, the eyes of .James
McCarty opened to the light of day. !lis boyhood was tlevoid of unusual incidents, but at the
age of fourteen years he began his career in life.
He worked with his brothers until seventeen years
old, when he began learning the carriage-making
trade in Milton, working as an apprentice four
years. In 1832 he voted for Gen. Jackson, ancl
immec1iately started for the West, and reaching
this county, located at Xeni11, where he worked
two years. He then opened a shop for himself,
continuing in the business about fourteen years.
His next enterprise was to engage in the grocery
business with Cornelius Wilkins, with whom he
continued in business but little more than six
months, when he began trading in hogs in Ohio,
Indiana and Illinois, a business which he carried on
for more than a c1ecade. In the spring of 1861 he
went on a farm four miles northeast of XeniR,
where he lived about six years, becoming the
owner of three estates in the locality. In the
spring of 1867 he returned to Xenia, but two
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years lat~r located two and one -half miles southwest of the city on a fine farm of one hundred and
sixty-three acres, whic:1 has since been llis home.
An important step in the life of Mr. McCarty
was consummated November 7, 1833, when he became the husband of Miss Margaret Williams, a
worthy woman who was his cherished companion
until April 15, 1878, when she was called from
time to eternity. She was born in Xenia, Augnst
29, 1815, to John and Elizabeth (Owen) Williams,
who were among the earliest settlers of that city,
her father being a blacksmith. Her union with
our snbject resulted in the birth of six childrenJohn died in chLdhood; Charles E . was a cavalryman in the Civil War, and died at Redkey, Ind .;
l\Iaria is the widow of A . C. Neal; James died at
the age of six years; Clara B. is the widow of John
Cha pman, an attorney at London, Ohio; Henrietta
is the wife of Dr. Frank Norman , of Denver,
Colo.
For many years Mr. !llcCarty belonged to the
Masonic fraternity and the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows. He served one term as Township
Treasurer, but his desire is not for public office.
He belongs to the Reformed Chnrch, while his deceased companion was identified with the Metho·
dist Protestant Church.
A portrait of Mr. McCarty is shown in connection with his personal sketch.

AMES R. ANDER~ON. Among the substantial and influential members of the agricultural community in Green e County , the
name of James R. Anderson holds a front
rank. His home is a fine farm of one hnndred and
one acro;s, three miles northeast of the town of Spring
Valley, being a part of the parental homestead on
'Vhich he was born. He is of Southern descent and
possesses the agreeable and courteons manners
which arc a heritage of ·the better class of Southerners, together with tile intelligent and wellstored mind and good cllaracter which win respect.
The paternal grandfather of Mr. Anderson came
to this county from Sonth Carolina very early in
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the present century, dying here and being bnricd
on the farm where our subject now lives. He had
lmt two children, James and Horney, the latter of
whom lived for some time in Fayette Connty, bnt
died in Jay Connty, Ind. His widow and children
then removed to Iowa.
James Anderson first saw the light of day in
South Carolina, November 3, 1796. On coming to
this county with his parents in 1802, settlement
was made on two hundred And one acres in Spring
Valley Township, where he lived until after the
death of his wife. This worthy woman was born
in Virginia, July 29, 1793, and bore the maiden
name of Priscilla Coffin. She breathed her last
lliay 25, 1852, her bereaved hnsband surviving
until September 25, 1858. Four or five years after
her death he spent at his daughter's. Both were
members of tl1e Society of Friends, Mrs. Anderson
being one of the active members. Mr. Anderson
served in the War of 1812; in politics he was first
a Whig and later a Republican.
To James and Priscilla Anderson nine children
were born, eight being reared to years of maturity . William is now living in Greene Connty, Iowa;
Rhoda is the widow of Nathan Mendenhall; John
is deceased , having left a family of five sons and
one daughter; Joseph died, leaving a widow, six
sons and two daughters; Preston died in Greene
Connty, Iowa, leaving a widow, two sons and two
daughters; Harmon, who died in Iowa left three
sons and fom daughters; Abijah is living in
Greene Connty Iowa, and has one son and three
daughters; the youngest member of the family is
James R., the sutject of this notice.
The natal day of the snbject of this sketch was
April 10, 1823. He was reared on the farm, re··
ceiving a common-school education, and began
life for himself while but in his twentieth year,
being married November 7, 185:1, to Catherine
Jay. This lady was born at New Burlington Clinton County, Jnly 5, 1834, to Alexander and Margaret (Irvin) Jay, her father being a farmer. Mrs.
Anderson belonged to the Methodist Episcopal
Chnrch and dnring her married life of over forty
years was devoted to the interests of her companion nnd the two sons who were born to them. Her
death took place Jun e 25, 1877. Her two sons are
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Ambrose and William A., the latter !lOW living in
Colorado.
Our subject contracted a second matrimonial al.
liance, the wedding ceremony being performed
J anuary 3, 1878, and the bride being Miss Anna,
daughter of Jesse P. and Cassandra (Bell) Sanders.
She was born in Bellbrook, April 23, 1839, is intelligent, enterprising, and possessed of an estimable character.
About the year 1855 Mr. Anderson embarked
in the sale of groceries in Spring Valley, continuing in that business two years, and then e11gaging
in farming for nine years. He next embarked in
the lumber business, sawing hard lumbet· and dealing m the soft woods, ancl also taking building contracts, occupying himself in that manner eight
years, after which be returned to agricultuml life.
In Novembet·, 1864, he enlisted in Company F.,
One hundred and Fifty-fourth Ohio Infantry the
only battle in which he was engaged being that at
New Creek. Previous to his enlistm ent he had
been serving as nn ••nrolling officer of his tow11ship,
having been appointed to the position in 1862 by
Governor llrougb. He has also served as Constable and Assessor, and in 1882 was appointed Superintendent of the County Infirmary, a position
which he filled with credit and honor until his
resignation. He desired to withdraw from the position and therefore sent in :t resignation February 1, 1890, to take effect March 1. In politics
Mr. Anderson is a Republican. He belongs to the
social order of the Independent Order of Odd Fel·
lows, and is a prominent mem her of the Methorlist
Protestant Church and also a member of the Grand
At·my of the Republic.

- 'NDREW BYRD. Although this gentleman is a son of one of the prominent and
early settlers in Greene County, and has
successfully carried on an agricultural life
within its hounds for a number of years, it is pro b.
ably true that his greatest fame rests upon his dis·
covery of the celebrated Magnetic Springs. Several
y ears since the old U nitcd Presbyterian Church was
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put up at public Sljle, and he bought it with the in.
tention of turning it into a double clwelling. He bad
the changes in it nearly completed, and his sisterin· law and family had moven inLo one part. In
order to have water convenient he determined to
dig a well under the middle of the building, but
the water being found to have a peculiar smell he
was advised to fill up the well, !Jut this he refused
to do. It was. found when the plasterers were
ready to put on the white coat that the water from
this well had turned the plaster yellow, and that
the water was magnetic. Mr. Byrd took some of
it to Prof. Hoff, of Way.nesvillc, for analysis. Tbe
peculiar qualities of tbe water becoming noised
abroad, people came from various parts of the
State to bathe in the liquin, which was found to
have a wondet·ful effect upon those affected with
rheumatism or kidney complaints. Mr. Byrn was
obligen to nispose of the property to capitalists
from Dayton, who organized a company. and re.
fitted the old ch urch, and in the summer of 1888
ad den many improvements for the comfort and ad.
vantage of those who wished to resort to tbe curative waters. 1\fr. Byrd received $8 ,000 for his
discovery, the property having cost him :1;635.
Tboee acquainted witb National characteristics
wouln readi ly discern in the suhject of this sketch
traits deriv ed from natives of Scotland and Holland, whence his ancestry is traced , His father,
Andrew Byrd, Sr., was born in Virginia, to which
Grandfather Byrd had come from Holland. The
father married in llis native State Miss Mary Hal·
ker, the daughter of a Scotchman, who han accum.
ulated much property, which he lost during the
War of 1812. The newly wedd ed couple made
their hom e in thei r own State until early in the
nineteenth century, when they removed to Ohio,
locating in Greene County. They occupi ed a farm
in Spring Valley Township, which is now the home
of 1\Ir. A. H . Myers. The place cost them :1;7 per
acre, and had scarcely any improvements upon it,
their residence for some time being a log house.
The estate included two hundren acres, nearly all
of which was improven by Mr. Byrd, who built the
brick house now standing there, our subject having
carried brick for it. Mat·keting was none at CincinnaLi during the early years.
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The eld~r l\Ir. Byrrl was a prqminent man in his
dny, being very popular, and having the respect
of all who knew him. H e was free hoarlerl anrl
generous ton fault, anrl helped many poor neigh·
bors in their struggles to gain a sustenance or acquire a competence. During the Wnr of 1812 he
served his country as a solrlier. His wife, Mary,
rlied in 1820, and he afterward took for his companion Miss Sarah Griffee, who was also a native
of the Olrl Dominion. She bore him a number of
children, three of whom nre now living. He died
in 1834, and his widow survived until 1888. His
first marriage had resulted in the birth of twelve
ehil<lren, five of whom are living at Lhis time.
Andrew Byrd, Jr., was born August 10, 1813,
on the home farm in Spring Valley Township,
Greene County. He grew up in the wilds of this
then new locality, and began life for himself at the
age of fourteen years. Going to Xenia he worked
in a blacksmith shop under Russel Rice for a short
time, and then went to Shelby County, where he
learned the trarle of cabinet-making, and worked
there for two years. Returning to this county be
labored at his trade until 1832, in the fall of that
year going clown to Bellbrook and casting his first
Presidential vote for Andrew Jackson. He then
went on horseback to Palmyra, and thence to Cal-laway Cou!'ty, l\Io. , where he remained all winter,
in the spring going to Hannibal and taking the
boat for home. During the passage the pas~cngers
suffered from cholera, and be escaping gave his
services to the sufferers.
For years l\Ir. Byrd devoted his attention to agricultural labors, from which he has retirerl to enjoy the fruits of his f01·mer industry. His farm
comprises one hundred and forty-eight acres,, his
residence property being a square south of the
Magnetic Spring, with three houses upon it, aml be
nlso owns another bouse in the corporate limits of
Bellbrook. He is in excellent circumstance, financially speaking, and personally possesses an abund.
nnce of energy and sturdy common sense, l~ading
Loa due amount of respect from his fellow-men .
In 1834 Mr. Byrd was united in marriage with
Miss Sarah, daughter of Nathan Bull, who wss
drowned in the Miami River. The union was
blessed by the birth of six children, one of whom

is now living. After many years of happy married
life Mrs. Byrd breathed her last in 1867. Three
years later our subject became the husband of Lydia Duck, whose parents, .Jacob and Rachael (Penny wait) Duck, were early settlers here, whence
they had come from Virginia. Mrs. Byrd is one
of a large family, three of whom are now living,
and is four years younger than her husband. She
is a member of the Un!versalist Church, and a woman whose lack of fine educational advantages in
early life is more than overbalanced by her good
sense , amiable disposition and excellent character.
Mr. Byrd has served on the School Boaril, and
takes an interest in politics, having first voted for
a Democratic candidate, but afterward having been
a Whig and finally a Republican. He agrees with
his wife in religious belief.

AMES C. FULLER. Many denizens of our
large cities holrl erroneous impressions regarding the comfort and beauty of rural
_ ~ life. A farmer is to them a man of coarse
manners, uncultured mind and no taste, wh0se days
are spent in drudgery amid unlovely sunoundings,
uncheered by ennobling thoughts or cultured companionship. To those who tbiuk thus, a view of the
beautiful estate of James C. Fuller would be a great
surprise, as they would find it equal to a city residence in beauty, luxury and indications of refineme.nt. The land comprises four hundred and eighty
acres in Pike Township, Clark County, and is worth
$100 per acre; the dwelling is a fine two-story brick
structure, set in the midst of a beautiful lawn, with
evergreenG in front and surrounded by an iron
fence of modern design. The barn is scarcely
equalled in the county for size, beauty of design,
and convenient arrangement, while evea·y othea· improvement llpon the place indicates prosperity and
excellent taste. A visit to the home woulrl prove
that the owner and his family have abundant leisure
in which to enjoy association with friends, add to
Lheir own culture, and assist in worthy .enterprises
of various kinds.
In Montgomery County, Va., in the latter part
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of the eighteenth century, James Fuller and Diana
Acers were born. They grew to maturit.v in their
native State, were married and spent a few yeat·s
of wedde<l life there. They then removed to the
Blue Grass f;tate and about 1815 came into Ohio,
settling in Bethel Township, this county, in the
neighborhood of New Carlisle. A twelvemonth or
more afterward they changed their residence to the
farm now owned · by our subject, their dwellin·g
being within a quarter of a mile of that which be
now occupies. On that farm they spent the remainder of their lives, passing away when ripe in
years. They had come to this State poor, but by
hard work and careful management they built up a
good home and acquired a large landed estate. The
first purchase of land-one hundred and sixty
acres-cost Mr. Fuller $2 per acre. He took a
prominent part in local affairs, served as Township
Trustee and in other minor official capacities. His
vote was always given to the Democratic party.
The family of James and Diana Fuller consisted
of Len children, the fourth in order of birth being
he whose name intro:luced this sketch.
The paternal grandparents of our subject were
Northrop and lliary Fuller, natives of New York,
who came tc Ohio about 1820, dying in this county
at advanced ages. His maternal grand parents were
Virginians and spent their entire lives in their
native State.
Tb.e birth of James C. Fuller took place Janu.
ary 19, 1820, on the farm which is still his home.
He w,as reared here, acquiring his education in· the
common schools, having excellent principles instilled into his mind by worthy parents, and early
learning the habits of industry and carefulness
·which have made of his life a succees. He began
his own career with about eighty acres of lanrl and
$1,000. A few years ago he owned an entire section, but it has been reduced to the acreage before
mentioned by gifts to his children. During the
late war llir. Fnller did not go to the field, but he
gave liberally of his means to assist the Union
;:a use. His neighllors recognize his fitne~s for publi" service and have bestowed upon him various
offices, among them that of Township Trustee.
Public life is not attractive to him, the conduct of
his personal affairs furnis!Jing him abundant occu-
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pution, an<l the society of family and friends and
the eujoyments of his beautiful home affording
llim recreation and hearty pleasure.
The home of 1\Ir. Fuller is presirle<l over by a
lady of worth wit!J whom be was united in marriage April 14, 1842. She was born in Pike Township, this county, in Septembm·, 1824, and in her
girlhood was known as Miss Mary Jane Verdier.
Her parent~. Adam and Elizabeth Verdier, are numbered among the very earliest settlers of this county,
whence they had come from Virginia, their native
State. They lived to a good old age, both departing this life in Pike Township.
To l\1r. and llirs. Fuller eight children have been
born, of whom we note the following: Atesem is
now the wife of David Fortney, an undertaker and
coal and lumber dealer at Osborn, Gt·eene County.
Colnmbus A. lives with his parents and is engaged
in farming; he married Miss Lucretia Niece, of
Champaign County, who bas been removed from
him by death. Marrietta is unmarried and at home.
1\Iartha is the wife of Josiah Noop a farmer and
machinist of Casstown, Miami Connty. James H.
who is farming in Pike Township, married Miss
Jennie Niece, of Champaign County. Editll is the
wife of Edward Hoover, a farmer and teacher in
Warren County. Edwin V. is unmarried and
at home, engaged in farming and sto<!k dealing.
Bertha i~ single and at home.

J
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K LOHTON is numbered among the
local officers of Clark County, filling the
: position of Treasurer in German Township,
({ffJYJ an office which he has held continuously for
several years. He io numbere<l among the publicspirited and reliable citizens, his honesty and integrity are unquestioned, whilc as a practically
self-made man he is pointed out as a model to the
rising generution.
The gentleman of whom we write is descended
from respectable parents, and Grandfather Lorton
is sai<l to have been a Revolutionary solrlier. John
and Rachel (Donovan) Lorton are supposed to have
been natives of Kentucky, as they emigrated from ·
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that State to Ollio in 1816, bringing with tllem
one <laughter, and performing tile entire journey
on horseback. Tiley settled about half a mile west
of the present site of Lawrenceville, Clark County,
and in the woods erected a cabin of round logs,
just large enough to accommodate the family.
There they liver! several years, by and by erecting a better house and surrounding themselves
with more and more of comfort as civilization advanced and their commercial opportunities were
improved. Mr. Lorton is classed among the early
and representative pioneers of the township in
which he did much to aid in its development, and
his good wife was llonored as befitted one of the
pioneer women. He WAS u Democrat, and both he
and his wife belonged to the "Baptist Church. He
breathed his last i:--eptember 16, 1847, his wife living to reach her eighty-fourth year. They were
the parents of ten children, of whom the following
are known to survive : John E., William and .Jonathan.
.Jobn Lorton was boo-n in this county, Nov.,mber
I 0, 1827, and being reared amid scenes of a much
more primitive natlll'e th:tn those which now surround his home, he bore such share as a youth
might in the work of development whicb was going
on around bim. He received a limited education
in the eor!y subscription and public schools of the
county, the only schoolhouse in which he ever attended being one made of logs. Having an active
mind and a desire for knowledge, he has made use
of the faciliti es afforded by the printing-press to
keep himself posted, and is mainly self-educated.
In 1850 he. purchased sixty acres of land, where he
now resines, settling upon it in a log house covered with clapboards, living tllerein several y~ars.
He subsequently erected his present residence,
wllich is a well-built and sufficiently commodious
e<lifice, under whose roof good cheer abounds. He
now owns eighty acres of land , all the lmildings
upon it being g ood and the other improvements
appropriate.
The first marriage of Mr. Lorton took place in
1849, his bride being Miss Elizabeth Wagoner.
She 'oore seven children-.John W.; Nancy E., de.
ceased; Amanda, wife of Wesl9y Xander; Emma
C., wife of John Baker; Lewis; Clara, wife of Ed-

wanl Souders; and Marietta, decPasen. The second wife of Mr. Lorton bore the maiden name of
Rebecca Swartzbaugh, being a daughter of Henry
and Lydia Swartzbaugh, of this township. This
union bas been blessed by the birth of six children: Cora B., Lydia III., Anna 1\I., Luther E., Edgar .J. and one who died in infancy. Mr. Lorton
served as Townsllip Trustee a number of years
with credit to himself and his constituents. He
and his good wife belong to tbe German Reformed
Church.

OBERT B. HARBISON. The results of plod.
ding industry are nowhere better illustrated than in the career of him witll whose
~.~name we introduce this biographical record.
He has been content to pursue the even tenor of
his way, making little stir in the world, but doing
his duty as far as he knows how,and living at peace
among his neighbors. He was born in South Carolina, October 11, 1820, and is the son of John and
Jane (Bigham) Harbison who were likewise natives
of South Carolina, the fatber born May I 3, 1782,
and the mother Decem bet· 28, 1787.
The maternal grandfather of our subject servP.d
as a soldier itt th e Revolutionary War and received
an honorable wound in the arm; be spent his last
years in South Ca.rolina. John Harbison emigrated
to Ohio in 1826, and settled on the farm which his
son, Robert B., now owns and occupies. The conntry around was a wilderness, with only the cabin of
a settler scattered through the woods. Mr. Harbison
cut away the timber, grubbed out the stumps, prepared the soil for cultivation and after years of
arduous labor, found himself the owner of a comfortable homestead. He occupied a log cabin for
two years, and then put up the substantial bl"ick
structure which still remains the family residence
and is in an excellent state of preservation. It
bears the honor of being the oldest brick house in
the township. John H~>.rbison and his estimable wife
were the parents of ten children, only three of
whom are living. The father departed this life at
the old homestead March 28, 1862. The mother
survived her husband two years, dying August 17,
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1864. Both were members of the Sececlers Church
in which the father otticiaterl as an Elder and wan
one of the chief pillars. He took a lively interest
in politics and was a lifelong adherent of the Democratic party.
Tile subject of this notice was born October 11 ,
• 1820, in Bouth Carolina and was a lad of six years
when his parents came to this State. He has spent
his entire life at the farm which he now owns and
occupies. He was reared amid the wild scenes of
pioneer life and at an early age was taught the
habits of industry which have follow ed him from
his boyhood. He assisted in the development of
the farm and attained a very limited education in
the primitive schools. These were conducted in a
log schoolhouse on the subRcription plan and under the methods of instruction corresponding to
those times.
Mr. Harbison remained a bache!or until twentynine years old and was then wedded, in 1849, to
Miss Jennette, daughter of James and Matilda
(Wallace) McMillan. Mrs. Harbison, like her husband, was a native of South Carolina and came
with her parents to Ohio in 1830, when a child of
four years, having been born in April, 1826. She
remained the faithful and affectionate companion
of her husband for a period of over thirty years
and departed this life at the homestead in 1881.
Of the six children born to her and her husband
only two are living. Martha Jane diect when about
twenty-one years old; Elizabeth died at the age of
twenty-two years; James A. married Miss Nettie
Cooley and is now in Colorado, in the hopes of restoring his failing health; be makes his home at the
farm and IS the father of two children, Julia and
Howard. Lydia Ellen died when about twentythree years old; Mary Ann became the wife of William Tarbox and they live in Cedarville; John died
at the age of fifteen months.
In due time Mr. Harbison contracted a second
marriage to a lady beadng the same name as his
former wife-Miss Jennette McMillan , who was
likewise a native of ~onth Carolina and born in
1828. Her parents, David and Nancy (Wright)
McMillan, spent their last years in Cedarville
Township. 1\fr. and Mrs. Harbison are members in
good standing of the Reformed Presbyterian Church,
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in which Mr. Harbison has served as a Trustee for
many years. H e !;as also served on the School Boarrl
of his district almost since the regular establishment of the present school system . He cast his first
Presidential vote for Gen . Cass, hut hi s warm interest in the success of the tern perance movement
led him, in 1884, to identify himself with the Prohibitionists. His son is also a strong advocate of
temperance and a member of the Prohibition Committee of the town ship.
The Harbison homestead comprises one hunrlred
and seventy acres of choice land in Miami Township, Greene County, which yields a very
comfortable income. Without making any pretentious to elegance, the Harbison family live comfortably, and enjoy the association of hosts of
friends. Mr. Harbison has the deep sympathy of
his neighbors in the. many afflictions which have
visited him in the loss of children and others dear
to him .

~l MOS W. CRESWELL. Of the native bom
citizens of Cedarville Mr. Ct·eswell is num.
bered among the oldest survivors, his birth
having occnrr~d March 13, 1827, at the
home6tead just one-half mile east of his present
re.sidence. His father, Samuel Creswell, was of
Scotch-Irish descent and was one of the early settlers of Greene County , to which he came with his
parents from Kentucky, locating just south of
Cedarville. Where the Dunlap house now stands
was then heavily tim be red country, which be cleared
and out of which he evolved a fine farm. He married Miss Letitia. daughter of Amos Wilson, who
built the first bouse in Greene County, just below
Xenia and not far from Dayton. Daniel Wilson
had preceded his brother, Amos, corning to the
county in the spring, bot bad built no house . Amos
Wilson took up his residence in the fall and after
his own removal to Clinton County some years
later, his brother Daniel continued to OCC!JPY the
place.
Born in what was then the frontier and passing
his boyhood in the tbick timher, from which only
a few tracts of laud had been cleared, Mr. Creswell
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well remembers the life which was the coli!mon experience of all the pioneers, and the primitive surroundings of their modest home. The people of
that date wore home-made jeans, the women spinning the wool and flax and making the cloth from
which they fashioned the garments worn in their
households. Their life was almost exclusively a
home one. The truest hospitality was dispensed to
tbP. chance visitor, and nowhere were the sturdy
and homely virtues of character so thoroughly displayed.
The first store in the vicinity was opened by a
Mr. Hanna, on the site now occupied by the resi .
deuce of James Orr. It was a place of exchange to
which the settlers carried their butter, eggs, corn
and wheat, exchanging them for otl.1er articles,
often bartering a bushel of wheat for a pound of
coffee.
The mother of our subject died in 1829, the year
after the l)irth of her son BP.ncni, wl10 is one of a
group of five brothers anrl sisters. James, the
oldest brother, now lives in Illinois, with a family
comprising two children; the second member of
tbe household is Ann, the only daughter; Samuel
died at the age of eigbteen years; Benoni lives near
Cedm·ville, having a wife and seven cllildren.
Mr. Cresw~ll received his education in the Cerlarvillc schools and while the curriculum tlid not embrace all the branclles now taught in the high school
course, the instruction wns thorough and sufficiently varied to make a fine founrlation for the in.
formation which can only he obtained by contact
with mankind and through a riper understanding.
1\lr. Creswell remained with his father until the
death of the latter in 1855, following the occupation to which his early surroundings led him, and
which he has successfully pwsecuted from that
rlny. He is now the owner of five hundred acres
of fine land on which be has erected one of the
largest and finest farm residences in the State of
Ohio. A slight eminence along the line of the
Cincinnati and Pittsburg Railroad affords a beautiful building spot anrl there the building stands,
commanding a fine view of the city of Cedarsville,
one mile distant, and of the thoroughly cultivaterl
acres with their adequate and well-built outhouses,
neat fence~ and pleasant groves, which lie around.

In 1864, Mr. Creswell was united in marriage
with Miss Rebecca Ward, who rl1ed leaving three
children-Samuel, who died at the age of eight
years; Arla, a young lady attending the Delaware,
Ohio, College, and William who remnins at home
and is pursuing his studies in the Dayton Business
College. Two other children died in infancy. The
young lady and gentleman who survive already
manifest a creditable degree of culture, to which
they are adding under the excellent advantages
afforded by their father's loving care.
Mr. Creswell contracted a second matrimonial
alliance, winning as his companion Mrs. Margaret
A. Raney, daughter of J. N. Townsley. She is a
lady of more than ordinary refinement, and pre.
sides over her beautiful home with such perfect
grace that all who partake of the liberal hospitality
must feel the effect of that exquisite but rare
charm, whicl1 places one so much at ease while still
observing the little conventionalities so necessary
to perfect decorum. She, as rloes also her husband,
holds membership with the Reformerl Presbyterian
Church. Her only son, Ralph B. Raney, is a young
man of more than orrlinary intelligence and promise.
He is at present local editor on the Monmouth Daily
Jottrnal at Monmouth, lll., where he hns been attending college for two years and where h~ expects
to graduate. He is very popular with his associates
having one of those open , generous natures, that
attract !ike magnets.

l

AMES ELIOT PAULLIN. Ross Township,
Greene County, during the life of Mt·. Pauli lin, had no ~ctter citizen than he, who, after
~ a career whJCb was well worthy of imitation,
rlepartcd hence at the old homestead where he was
born lllarch 26, 1888. He was cut down in the prime
of life, having not yet reached the forty-second
year of his age, Lis birth occurring December 25,'
1846. He was next to the youngest of seven sons
and four daughters, the offspring of David and Susan (Smith) Paullin, who •pent their last years in
this township on the old homestead.
ln early manhood Mr. Paullin was married to

J
II

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.
Miss Anna, daughter of William and Marthn (~a
ville) Cherry. and there were born to them eleven
children, as follows: Elizabeth, James.SamuPl , John,
Benjamin, Racbel, Martha, Robert, Melvina, David,
and Mrs. Paullin. Mrs. Cherry was horn in Rockbridge County,Va., November 20, 1815. Mr.Cherry
was born February 18, 1816, and was married February 16, 1837. They removed,"in 1860, to Wash.
ington County, Iowa, where the mother closed her
eyes in death, October 6, 1876, and where the
fathet· is still living. Mr. and Mrs. Paullin were
the parents of two children, named respectively,
Lorena D., and James W.
Mr. Paullin was bnptized in the Christian Church
during early manhood, and was a liberal supporter
of tllis church until the day of his death. His last
Sunday on earth was of a pecult&r and triumphant
experience, during which he seemed unconscious of
his earthly surrounding and was permitted to enjoy visions of angels and the glorified saints in
heaven. When this had passed , and his thoughts
returned to earth, he was unspeakably happy and
raised his vvice in praise of the Redeemer in whom
be bad t rustud. He left bis widow with one child,
and a babe was horn after its father's death. Mr.
Paullin exerted a marked influence in his community, and gave his political support to the Republican party, taking an interest in local politics, and
aim ing to support the men whom he considered
trustworthy, and who would best serve the people.
1\Irs. Paullin, like her husband, united with the
Christian Church many years ago, in which she
still retains membership.
-------41~~~~~~~~~~~~;-------

ILLIAM H. VAN TASSELL, Superintendent of the Ohio Southern Railroad,
makes his headquarters at a fin ely equipped office in the city of Springfield, and brings to
the duties .of his responsible position the energy
and ability necessary thereto. He is a native of
the Empire State. and was born March 4, 1844, in
i'cneca Falls, Seneca County. He comes of substantial ancestry, being the son of Isaac and Naomi (Stimson) Van Tassell, who were likewise
natives of New York State.
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The fath er of our subject was born near the
town of Clyde, N. Y., in 1813, and grew up under
the influences of a modest home where industry an d
economy were the ruling principles. He obtained
a common.scllool education, and at an early age
began an apprenticeship at the cooper's trade,
whicll he followed for many years. The latter
part of uis life he en gaged in coopering and spent
his last years in Michigan. His wife, Naomi, was
the daughter of Dav id Stimson, Esq., a native of
New York and for many years a resident of this
State, where he spent bis last years.
The mothet· of our subject died when her son
William H. was but eight years old. From that
time until a youth of twelve years, he was und er
the care of his father, obtaining a somewh:tt limited education in the common schools, and acquiring the habits of self-reliance which bave served
him so well in his latter years. He remained a
resident of his native State uutil after the outbreak of the Civil War, and then determining to
have a haud in the presevation of the Union, en.
listed in Company A, Nineteenth New York In .
fantry, which soon afterward tmnsferrcd ta
Company 1<:, Third New York Artillery. He first
went witll his comrades to Wasllington, D. C.,
thence to Newberne, N . C., an<l for a time was stationed at Ft. Rowan, and later at Ft. Totten, sojourning at the latter place probably fifteen
months. He then went out with the Hunter expedition to take Charleston, after whi"h the regiment
went into Virginia, and was assign(.d to the com mand of Gen . Butler. Mr. Van Tassell was at
Petersburg at the time of the mine explosion, an
occasion ever to be remembered. Although expel iencing many privations and hardships, be escaped
comparatively unharmed amid the -, icissitudes of
army life, and at the close of the war received an
honorable discharge, and was mustered out at Fortress Monroe. Later be recei ved his pay at Hampton Roads, Va., near tile same place.
Returning now to his native State, 1\Ir. Van
Tassell repaired to Syracuse and entered Ames'
Business College, where be commenced the study
of telegraphy. When acqniring a sufficient knowledge of this be came West, and asked for employment iu the service of the tllen C. C. & I. Railroad
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(now a part of the Pan Handle), by whom be was
advised that there were no paying vacancies, but
that if he desired to do so, he could go to Dublin,
Ind., a small town two miles west of Cam bridge
City, where the only recompense he would rece.ive
would be the limited practice the office afforded,
and an assurance that he should have the first paying V:\cancy. Amongst strangers, without money,
there was nothing to lose and a great deal to gnin,
as practice in, and a better knowledge of the business he had chosen, w~s most desirable. The offer
was accepted . After a sojourn of six weeks at
Dublin, our subject was called to the general offices
of the company at Inilianapolis, Ind ., where heremained for two weel<s, working the most responsible
office on the line, at a salary of $83.33 per montb.
A vacancy occurring at Urbana, Ohio, 1\Ir. Van
Tassell was placed in charge of that office, where
he remained three months, when he was promoted
and sent to Columlms, Ohio, and a year later was
called to Richmond, Ind., and again elevated, this
time to the position of Chief Train Dispatcher and
Chief Operator, which he hanilled acceptably until
1871, wheu he resigned to enter the employ of the
Rock Island & Peoria Railroad, at Peoria, Ill. , as
Chief Train Dispatcher and Superintendent of Telegraph.· He was next connected with the Indiana,
Bloomington & ·western Railroad Company, per~
forming the same duties as before, but still advancing, . and finally becoming Train Master and
Division Superintendent, which latter posltion be
held until the road passsed into the bands of the
Big Four, (Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati & St.
J,ouis Railroad.)
On the 25th of Fcbruary,1885 , in addition to his
duties as Division Superintendent, Mr. Van Tassell was appointed to the Superintendency of the
Ohio Southern Railroacl, a position wh ich he has
filled with great creclit to himself, and satisfaction
to the officers of the road. He was married De~ rmb'er 10, 1874, in Warren, Ohio , to Miss Jennie
E. Kibbee, of Urbana, Ill. Mrs. Van Tassell was
bom September 20, 1853, in Warren, Ohio, anil is
a daughter of John and Jane (Hubbard) Kibbee,
who were natives of Connecticut, and are now deceased. The only child of tbis union is a son,
Royal Em;Je, wbo was born February 8, 1876. The

family resides in a. neat and tasteful structure,
pleasnntly located at No. 81 West High Street.
Mr. Van Tassell votes the Republican ticket, antl
socially belongs to Lodge No. 51, Benevolent a nd
Protective Order of Elks, one of the best lodges
in the order.
The father of our subject during the Civil War,
enlisted in the Thirty-third New York Infantry,
and going witi.J his regiment to the Potomac, remained with it until the cxpil·atiou of his term of
enlistment, serving faithfully three years. After
receiving his discharge be removed to Mit'higan,
locating in N ewago County, where his death took
place at Fremont, in 1889. The mother died
about 1852.

RS. FANNY (MORGAN) FLACK, whose
commorlious, well-appointed home at No.
188 West High Street, Springfield , is one
of the coziest and most desirable abodes in
that pa1-t of the city , is a woman of more than ordinary decision of character, anrl of high social
standing, and during the years that she has been a
resicl ent of this place, by her gracious manner and
kindly and considerate bearing toward others, she
has gathered around her a circle of warm fr ienrls.
She is the widow of the late Robert Flack, who will
long be remembered as a prominent and successful
business man of Springfield, with whose highest
interest he was associated many years.
Mrs. Flack was born in the city of Dublin, Ireland, and is the descendant of a long line of :tnccstors, who for many years made their home in
Glamorganshire, 'Vales, and for the part they took
in the Revolution under Cromwell were given a
large estate, known as Monkfield, and located in
County Galway, Ireland. Mrs. Flack's granrlfather,
Charles Morgan, inherited the estate. He was a
barrister, and practiced his profession in Dublin,
where he made his home till his death. The
maiden name of his wife was Mary Blake, and she
was a native of County Galway. Mrs. Flack's
father, Peter Blake Morgan, was born in Dublin,
and fell heir to Monkfield. He traced his ances-
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try hack to Carnctacus, the s.a vage King of Wales,
whose daughter marl"ied a Baron Morgan, of
Wales. He was educated at Trinity College, in
his native city, nurl adopting his father's profession practiced it there, spending his entil·c life on
his estate at Monkfield. After his marriage he
ceased to prnr.tice. He was a gentlem an of thorough culture, and had an extensive knowledge of
the law. The maiden name of Mrs. Flack's mother
was Mary Roach, and she was born in Munster,
lrelnn<l, and spe.nt her last years in Dublin, dying
a few months after her husband. It was their CUtitom to spend their winters in Dublin. Both she
and he1· husband were reared in the Protestant
Church, nnd died in the faith. They had but two
children-Fanny aud ,Julia. Julia married George
lllcNally, a jeweler in Dublin, and is now deceased.
llfrs. Flack was reared in her native city, ancl
was given the advantages of a fine educntion. She
was married there, in August, 184fi, to l~obert McNally, a native of that city, and a son of James
and Elizabeth (Howard) McNally. His father was
a banister, and both of his parents were members
of the Episcopalian Church-. Mr. McNally was a
clerk in a wholesale cloth honsc in Dublin, and
while yet in the vigor of early manhood ·his career
was closed by death, in 1847. Mrs. Flack continued to reside in Dublin till 1848, and in that yea!'
cn.me to this country with a party of frienrls on a
visit; setting sail from Dublin, an<l landed at Philadelphia after a voyage of five weeks. She seems
to have been pleased with the country, as she decided to make it her home for the future, intluencerl
to this decision, perhaps, by the eloquent persuasions of a certain gallant young gentleman whc•m
she met in the Quaker City, Robert Flack, tu whom
she was afterward married in New Yorl< City, the
ceremony that made them one. being solemnized in
St. Peter's Episcopal Church, by the Rev. E. H.
Canfield, September 30, 1851.
Mr. Flack was born in County Tyrone, Irelnnd,
a son of John anr! Nancy (Burns) Flack, natives of
It·clnnd, and of Scotch ancestry. He was reared
nn<l cdncated in his native county, and came to
America when about twenty-two years of age. He
engnged as a clerlr in New York City, where heresided till 1855, anrl then removed with his family
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to Saline County, Southern Illinois, where be engaged largely in fnrming-. He was an nrdent Un·
ion man, anrl on the breaking out of the war would
have offered his services £•S a soldier to his :trloptecl
country, but a broken Iimi.J debarred him from the
privilege. So he was forced to be content to exercise i.Jis patriotism at home, where, perhaps, it
was cq ually needed, and he took an active part in
raising and forwarding troops and supplies, and in
rousing the people to the needs of the times. He
remained a resident of the Prairie State till after
the close of the war, when he sold his property
there, and coming -to Springfield established himself in the grocery business here, and from t bnt
time till his removal by drath, September 9, 1889,
was a valued citizen of this city. He was a man
among men, strong, manly, fearless in his arlherenee to the right, and thoroughly imbued with
principles of truth and honesty, which he carried
into all his relations. whether of a business, social
or domestic nature, and none knew him but to respect him for the integrity of llis character, and to
esteem him for those genial traits that made him
kind, generous nnd self-forgetful. Politically, he
was a stanch Repui.Jiican, as also are his sons. His
was a deeply religious nature, and ns he was reared
in the Presbyterian faith, he was a devoted member of that church till his death, identifying himself with the First P•·esbyterian Church after he
came here. Mrs. !:<'lack was reared in the Church
of England, but there being no Episcopalian
Church in Spdngfield when she came here, she
joined the First Presbyterian Church with her husband , and has ever since been an active worker in
its behalf.
The happy· weclded li fe of Mr. and Mrs. Flack
was blessed to them by the birth of the following
children: Louisa, who marded James Huffman ,
and resides in Springfield; Robert W., who is engaged in husiuess in Springfield; John, deceased;
George, an attorney in New York City; Fanny, the
wife of John D. Brown, living in Chicago; Nettie,
the wife of Harry Van Sickle, of New York City;
Charles, who is engage<l in business in New York
City; Florence, who married P. O'Neil, and lives
in Ironwoocl, Mich. Mrs. Flack's daughter Fanny,
now Mrs. Brown, h~s been twice married. She was
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first wedded when she was eighteen years old, to
Harvey Foreman, and at the age of twenty was
left a widow with one child-Mabel. She was
married to her present lmsband when she was
twenty-seven years old . For many years after
coming to this city l\fr. and llf1·s. Flack 1·esided on
North Street, but in 1888 Mr. Flack purchased the
home on High Street in which the family now resitlcs.
Mrs. Flack had by her first husband one son,
Isidore Flack MeN ally, who enlisted as a soldier
during the Civil War, serving as corporal in Company F , One Hundred and Thirty-sixth Indiana
Regiment. He was Jess than eighteen years old
when he enlioted, and was honorably discharged .

HIMAAZ JACOBS. As a man who
forms one of the substantial landmarks of
Miami Township, Greene County, Mr.
Jacobs is worthy of more than a passing
mention . He settled here in the early days, taking up a tract of land on section 26, and to the
cultivation of this bas successfully b ent his energies. !lis land is more than usually fertile, yielding to the proprietor a comfortable income. l\11-.
Jacobs is a plain, unassuming man, contented to
live in a modest manner, careful and methodical,
and pursuing the course whirh has gained him the
esteem and confirlence cf those around him.
The State of Maryland has contributed many
su b;tantial men to the settlement of Greene County,
and among these is Mr. ,Jacobs, who was born in
Alleghany County, that State, October 13, 1821.
His schooling was ohtained in a log cabin, into
which light was admitted through greased paper
for ·winrlow panes, which was heated by a fireplace,
with a chimney built outside of earth and sticks,
and where the children sat upon slab benches, with
their feet unable sometimes to reach tl!e puncl!eon
floor. If the teacher could read, write and "cipher"
he was c•onsiderecl competent as an instructor !IJld
his pupils could not be expected to go beyond
llim. The school days of Mr. Jacobs were very
limited, and he was required at an early age to

make himself useful about the farm; remaining there
with his varents until a youth of nineteen years . He
then set out with his elder brother, Samuel (now
deceased) for the prairies of Illinois. They settled
on land in Ogle County , where they sojourned two
years and then our subject returned home where he
remained until after I! is marriage.
This important and interesting event in the life
of Mr. ,Jacobs was celebrated March 10, 1846, the
maiden name of his choice being Miss Emily,
daughter of Jacob and Sally (,Jacobs) Trollinger.
The newly wedded pair settled in Allegheny County
:md a few years afterward upon their present
farm and bent their energies to the establishment
of a permanent home. In due time there was born
to them a family of six children , only four of whom
are living: J. Cicew married Miss Miriam Johnson; they have five children and live on the home
farm: Jacob Tl!omas, Mary L. and William Austin,
are unmarried and remain with their father.
Mrs. Emily Jacobs departed this life August 19,
1888. She, with her husband, became iclentifietl
with the Christian Church many years ago. Of
this church Mr. Jacobs has been a Trustee and has
contributed annually to its support. He cast his
first Presidential vote in 1844. For years l!e has
been a member of the Sehool Board, but has carefully refrained from assuming the further responsibilities of office, and although elected Township
Supervisor, declined to serve. In politics be has
been very conservative and for the la.•t few years
his interest in the temperance movement, has
constrained him to cast his vote with the Pronibitionists. His farm embraces one hundred and s~ v
enty-two acres of land, all enclosed with substantial fencing and ali un<ler good cultivation,
with the exception of twenty-five acres in timber.
The immediate progenitors of our subject were
Gabriel and Margaret (Jackson) Jacobs, who were
natives of Maryland, the father born July 7, 1781.
Gabriel Jacobs learned carpentering dul'ing early
manhoorl, but in later years turned his attention
almost exclusiHly to farming. The pa1·ents were
married in their native Stste, and the fatl!er there
spent his entire life, departing hence, October 11,
1848. The mother remained a widow until her
death, which Look place October 20, 1855, in
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Greene County, this State. Eleven children were
born to them, six of whom are living.
Mrs. Jacobs who waR the third child of her parents, was born April 4, 1826, in Alleghany County,
Md., of whiclt State her parentti we1·e also natives.
They lived there several years and then Mrs.
Trollinger died and a few years later Mr. Trollinger emigrated to Ohio and settled on the land
now owned by Nimrod Trollinger. They were the
parents of seven children , four of whom are living.

J

OHN C. PATTERSON. Silver 0reek Township is rarely fortunate in having been settled
up by a class of men enterprising, intelligent
and industrious, who have almost uniformly
prospered and are owners of fine homesteads which
they have built up by the labor of their own bands,
and wbici) stand as the most fitting monuments
which could be erected to worthily perpetuate
their names. Amor.g these is the farm of Mr.
Patterson, embracing one hundred and fifteen acres
of choice land, thoroughly cultivated and embellisbecl with substantial and convenient buildings.
It lies on the Jamestown and Paintersville Pike
and bas been occupied by the present owner since
18~1.

Mr. Patterson has been a resident of Silver Creek
Township,Breeue County ,excepting two years, since
1828. Prior to this be was for one year a resident
of Xenia and he lived also one year in Jasper. He
carue to this eounty from Warren County, this
State, wherein be was born February 22, 1818, at
his father's homestead in Turtle Creek Township.
His father, Capt. John C. Patterson, was a native
of Greene County, Pa., and the son of Thomas
Patterson, a native of Dublin, Ireland. Grafldfather Patterson came of substantial Ilisll stock
ancl was reared to manhood in his native county,
where he was married to Phebe Carson. She was
born in the city of Dublin and was also of a good
family. The marriage, however, was opposed by
Grandfather Patterson and soon afterward the young
people set out for America, which they reached in
safety and settled in Pennsylvania. Grandfather
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Patterson, however, soon afterward joined the
Continental Army and fought all through the Revolutionary War, being at the battle of Lunny's
Lane Rod in many other important engagements,
including that which resulted in the capture of
Cornwallis.
After the war was over Gmndfather Patterson
returned to Greene County , Pa. He han served
gallantly in the army and was mustered out with
the rank of Captain, having command of a company of Irish volunteers who, like himself, were
delighted to have an opportunity to fight the oppressors of their own Ireland. His wife spent ber
last days on the farm in tbe above-mentioned
county, living to be very aged; the grandfather
died in Delaware County, Ohio, attaining to nearly
one hundred years. Roth were conscientious members of the Presbyte rian Church. There was born
to them a family of eigbt children, of whom Jobn
C., the father of our subject, wa• the third in the
family und all are deceased.
John C. Patterson was born in Greene County,
Pa., where he was reared to man's estate and married Miss Betsey McFarland , who was also a native
of tbat county and of Scotch .Irish ancestry. They
settled down on a farm where four of their children
were born, three of whom lived to come with them
to Ohio in the early part of the present century.
They located on a tract of wild land in Warren
County where they resided fiiteen years. Then in
1828 they removerl to Greene County, settling in
what is now New Jasper Township.
The father of our subject now purchased one
hundred anrl thirty-three acres of !anti, seventy
acres of which be brought to a good state of cultivation. Later be sold out and purchased another
farm in Cresar's Creek Township where he and his
estimable wife spent the closing years of their
lives. Mr. Patterson was seventy-five years old at
the time of his death and his wife seventy-four;
botb were members of the Baptist Church. There
had been born to them ten children, five sons and
five daughters, of whom only two are living: .John
C. Jr., our subject, ann his sister, Abigail, l\Irs.
Sutton, who is a resident of Hutington, Incl., ancl
has arrived at the age of seventy-seven years.
Mr. Patterson, of whom we write, remained a
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member of his father's household until a man of
twenty-five years. He was married July 21 , 1843,
uuder tha roof which still shelters him , to Miss
Rosanna Bargsdall. This lady was boru in Silver
Creek Township, December 10, 1823, and is the
daughter of Joel and Phebe (Strong) Bargsdall
who were natives respectively of Virginia and New
York State. Both came to Ohio in their youth
with their respective families, settling in Greene
County and were married in Silver Creek Township.
They at once settled upon the farm which remained
their home until the close of their lives. Mr.
Bargsdall departe<l hen~e in 1831:!, in the prime of
life. He was an honest, hard-working man and a
citizen held in high esteem. He took an active
part in politics, belonging to the old Whig party
and voted for John Q. Adams. The wife and
mother is still living, being now nearly ninety-two
years old and makes her home with her daughter,
Mrs. Patterson. She is remarkably bright and active for one of her years and can tell many an interesting tale of the pioneer days. •
The maternal grand parents of Mrs. Patterson
were Elisha W . and Phebe (Va il) ~trong, who were
natives respectively of Boston, Mass ., and New
Jersey . They were marri~d either in Massachusetts or New York State, and afterward settled on a
farm in the latter State where they lived until after
the close of the War of 1812. Thence, corning to
Ohio, they settled on land includeq in the military
tract and comprising a part of the present farm of
our subject. The country was then very thinly
settled, their nearest neighbors at first being several
miles away. They lived to see the country opened
up and settled by an intelligent class of people, and
died at this same farm when ripe in years.
Mr. and Mrs. Patterson began their .weddcd life
with very little means, but strong in hope and courage and labored together with the mutual purpose
of securing a home and a competence. Prior to
this Mr. Patterson had learned millwrighting which
he had followed for eleven years thereafter. Latet·
he turned his attention to farming and bas been
very successful. The family circle com prisecl the
following children: Joel was married and died at the
age of forty-two years leaving four children; Phebe
was married, aud died at the age of twenty-seven

years, leaving one child. The survivurs are Jacob M.
and James Sanders, whu live on a farm in Randolph
County. William H. remains on the farm with
his father and assists in its management. Mr. and
IIIrs. Patterson are regular attendants of the Baptist
Church in which our subject has officiated as n
Deadon for some years . Politically, he is a sound
Republican .
-~·-
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AMES WILLIAMS. He with whose nam e
we introduce this biographical notice is
probably the oldest living resident of
New Jasper Township, Greene County. He
was born April 25, 1807, about two miles west
of Yellow Springs, to John and Charlotte (Chalmers) Williams, the former of whom died when
his son J ames was but three years old. John
Williams was a native of West Virginia, and the
son of Thomas Williams, who probabl:J:: spent his
last years in Vit·ginia. The mother after becoming separated from her family could \wid very
little communication with them on account of the
lack of mail facilitie s, and finally to a great extent
lost track of her family. The little that she gathered afterward was conveyed to her hy a brother,
Noah, who visited her shortly after the death of
her husband.
The subject of this sketch pursued his early
studies under a very imperfect system of instruction , and in a log schoolhouse with slab bencb~s
and puncheon tloor and greased paper for window
panes. The writing-desks were fastened to the
wall in the rudest manner, and the room was
warmed from a firPplace which extended nearly
across one end . A large back-log was drawn into
the room by the scholars, and before its glowing
fire the pioneer childt·en conned their lessons,
frequently assisted by a healthy application of birch
bark. Mr. Williams can remember seeing, in 1812,
Indians, who came to get liquor, and upon one occasion as a band of them were coming up the
road he ran home to hts mother as fnst as his legs
could carry him.
The mills and markets in those days were only
approachable by imperfect wagon roads, and for
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some years Cincinnati was the nearest point where
the Williams family coul<l obtain supplies and haul
their grain. A wagon load of this comprised forty to
fifty bushels, for which the pioneer farmer would receive perhaps forty to fifty cents per bushel. There
wr,re no reapers or mowers in those days, not even
cmdles, the grain being cut with a sickle and
threshed out by being trampled upon on the floor
with horses or oxen. The journey to mill and
back usually consumed one week.
Young Williams was at an eal'ly age taught to
make himself useful, and when ten years old went
into the carding-mill at Yellow Springs, where he
staid as long as it was operated-:. period of about
two years. His mother then purchased a farm,
and he returned home. The money then in use
were large coppers, "fippenny-bit," "eleven penny
bits," and a quarter dollar, and when change was
required this money was frequently cut in pieces to
suit. Mr. Williams afterward worked in the carding-mill of Jacob and I8aac McFarland, in the
winter season, and with John and Robert C. Reid
at the carpenter trade.
At the age of twenty-six years our subject was
married, in January, 1833, to Miss Agnes Brown,
and the mother lived with her son and daughterin-law until the fall of 1862, when she died at the
advanced age of eighty-five years. Of tuis union
there wer.e born four children, one of whom is
living. Mrs. Agnes (Brown) Williams departed
this life at her home in Jasper Township, in 1853.
Tile daughter Jane died in 1856, when eighteen
years old. The son, David Brown, is now senior
member of tile firm of Williams & . McPherson, in
Xenia.
In 1836 Mr. Williams removed to the farm
which he now owns and occupies. With the exception of about seven acres it was a dense forest,
and the only improvement upon it was a small log
cabin. By the exercise of great industry he has
succeeaed in bringing the whole to a good state of
cultivation. In the meantime he has been employed considerably in the manufacture of pumps.
He contracted a second marriage, June 27, 1854,
with Miss Mnrgaret J., daughter of George and
Martha (Erwin) Junldns.
The paternal grandfather of Mrs. Williams was
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Lanuelot Junkins, who.married Martha Galloway.
The latter was the daughter of James Galloway,
who moved from Kentucky about the year 1800,
settling on what is now known as the Xenia Pike.
Mr. Junkins clearerl a fa•·m and carried on
blacksmithing in Cedarville Township, where Mrs.
Williams was born January 11, 1822. He was a
lively Abolitionist, and nothing gave him greater
satisfaction than to assist fugitive slavrs to Canada
on the underground railroad. He aud his estimable
wife spent their last years in Jasper Township.
They were most excellent and worthy people, and
enjoyed in a marked degree the confidence and esteem of their neighbors.
To our subject and his present wife there was
born a family of five children, the eldest of whom,
u daughter, Sarah R., died unmarried in 1886.
Martha Eliza, an interesting young larly, remains
at home with her parents; James A. died in 1863,
when three years old; Maggie Althea remains
undc•· the parental roof; Mary Agnes died in
Missouri in 1884, at the interestin'g age of eighteen
years.

P

ETER 0. BENHAM., with whose name a
large number of people in this county are
thoroughly familiar, and who is now a resident of Xenia Township, was born in Beaver
Creek Township,Grecnc County, November 8,1839,
and is the son of Peter and Catherine (Beck) Benham who were nativ~s respectively of Ohio and
Pennsylvania. Peter Benham was born in 1795,
twelve miles north of what was then a mere hamlet,
upon whose site bas since arisen the flourishing
city of Cincinnati. He was reared amid the wild
scenes of pioneer life und at the age (>f twenty-one
years was married, in Cent.erville, to a lady who
became the mother of twelve children. Eight of
these were reared to mature years, viz.: Benjamin,
Joseph; Eliza, who mm'l'ictl Isaac Bumgardner;
Sarah, Mrs. Leonard Coy; Mary J ., Mrs. Joseph
P. B. Johns; Lydia A., Mrs. George W. Huston;
Peter 0., and Samuel.
Peter Benham married for his second wife Cathedne Nave, a native of Pennsylvania and the
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daughter of John Nave, of Spring Valley Township. Both of Grand.f ather Benham's wives were
members of the German Reformed Church. After
his marriage he, in 1814, settler! in Beaver Creek
Township, about six miles cast of Dayton. Taking
up a tract of hind, he engaged in farming aHer the
pl'i.mitive methods of that time and there resided
until his death after he had reached the advanced
age of eighty-seven years. His wife, Catherine,
died in January, 1864.
The p<~ternal grandparents or our subject were
Richard. and Lydia Benham, the former of whom
emigrated from New ,Terscy to J~entucky at a very
early day and participated in many a struggle with
the Indians. Later he emigrated to the pre~ent
site of Cincinnati and built the t!:ird cabin on the
ground. At one time he owned ten acres which is
now in the heart of the city. At the time of his
death, which occurred near Todd's Forks, he was
the owner of one hundred and fourteen acres ot
land there. He had four sons : John, Richard,
Peter t1nd Benjamin, the latter of whom is the
on ly one living and a resident ot Indiana. One
of his brothers, David Benham, was the friend and
companion of the famous Indian fighter, Daniel
Boone, the pioneer of Kentucky. Col. Joseph
Benham , a brother of David and Richard, was a
distinguished attorney at Cincinnati at an early
day. Grandfather Benham served as a soldier in
the War of 1812.
Mrs. Catherine (Beck) Benham, the mother of
our subject, was born at Waynesviiie , Ohio, in
1800, an<1 was the daughter of Samuel Beck, a native of New Jersey ani! one of the pioneer hotel
keepers of Waynesville. He came to Warren
County, tbis State, about 1795, and married a Miss
Galyar<l. They reared four sons: John, Samuel,
Benjamin and Joseph, also four daughters. The
Beck fn.mily traced its origin to Scotland.
The subject of this notice was reaa·ed in his native township and attended the district schools
during his boyhood, while later he entered Beaver
Creek High School, which at that time was con sidered one of the best in the State of Ohio. He
remaine<l under the parental roof until after the
outbreak of the Civil War, then enlisted October
8, 1861 , in Company E, Seventy -fourth Ohio In-

fan try and was at the first battle of Ft.. Henry.
Afterward he met tbe enemy at Neal's Bend, Stone
River, Hoover's Gap, Tullahoma, Chickamauga,
Mission Ridge, Tunnell Hill, Dalton, Daiias Gap,
Pine Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, Kenesaw Mountain, Chattahoochie River, Atlanta, Jonesboro and
Savnnnah. He was shot through the right hip at
Stone River and for gallant conduct was promoted
to the rank of second Duty Sergeant. At the expiration of his first term he re-enlisted, January I,
1864, noil in October following was transferred as
an Orderly to the Staff of Gen. Jeff C. Davis,
where he remained until being captured, February
22, 1865, at Chesterville, S. C. He was confined
in Libby Prison from March I to April 10, then
sent to Annapolis, l\Id., and from there to Camp
Chase, where be received his honorable discharge
July 27, 1865.
Returning now to the peaceful pursuits of agriculture, l\Ir. Benham remained thus engaged until
the present time. He has been an active mem bcr
of the Republican party since becoming a voting
citizen and has ail his life, with the exception of
three years spent iu Warrensburg, Mo., been a resident of this county. He was married in Xenia,
February 22, 1864, to Miss Elizabeth Ann Stemble.
This lady was born June 6, 1843, in Xenia an<l is
the daughter of J~ocob and Rachel (IIer) Stem hie,
who came from Hagarstown, Mel., at a v~ry early
day. .The father was a tanner by trade which he
followed all his life. He died about 1850 at the
age of forty-nine years. The paternal grandfather
of Mrs. Benham was John Frederick Stemble, a
large slave owner and a manufacturer of bats in
Hagarstown, Md. To him and his wife, Elizabeth ,
there were born four children. He was one of the
earliest settlers of this county, to which he came
overland with a two wheeled cart drawn by oxen.
Mr. and Mrs. Benham are the parents of three
children: BlancheS., Harry F. ani! George Washington. Mr. Benham belongs to the Indepenil ent
Order of Orld Fellows, aud with his estimable wife
is prominently connected with the German Reformed Church. The family resiilence is pleasantly
situated just east of the Soldiers' and Sailors'
Orphans' Home. He is also connected with Lewis
Post, 347, G . A. R. , in Xen ia.

5. F. WOODWARD.
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AM UEL F. WOODW AlW. It would be
remOVf'cl tu P ennsy lvania he remained behind, rt extremely difficult, if not impossible, to · siding in Ge nesee County a year. li e then join ed
find another man in Greene Coun ty so
his father in Spri ng Towns hip, Crn wforrl County,
thoroughly contented with his lot in life
Pa., wh ere he engage d in fanning and was quite
as the subject of this sketch, who is one of t llc
sucrcssful, becoming tile owner of one hunrlred
most promin ent res id ents of Os born , anrl whose
and tifty acres of valuable land . He held sev ero !
portrait appears on the opposite page. He hn s
township otnces; in politics he was a Republican,
abundant reason for his contentment, being blessed
nnrl in religion a member of the. New Light Chriswith the menus · wLich enable him to surrounrl
ti an Church. He rcsirlerl on his farm until he was
himself with every comfort ann with Rll the reasonfour-score years old , when he sold his estate anrl
able luxuries of life, anrl allows of his ret irement spent two years with a <laughter in Winncsl.tiPk
County, Iowa. He then came to live witl.t his son ,
from business cares, excepting in so far as he ricour subject, with whom he rcmaincrl nine yenrs,
sires, while his lovely home is presid ed over hy a
Indy of cultured tastes and charming manners, after which he took up his abode with another son,
at Girard, Eric County, Pa. there he hrenthcd
whose companionship is a continual delig ht. Mr.
hi~ last February 24, 1888, !.tis mortal remains
Woodward is thoroughly well-informed on all genbein g deposited in Sp ring T ow nship, Cmwforrl
eral topi~s , is finely educatcrl and has the llappy
County, where he had so long resider!.
faculty of making his knowl ed ge pleasing to those
The mot.her of our subject bore the maiden name
around him, being a fine conversationalist and the
of Mary Foster. bhe was born ncar Pittsburg,
soul of 1\ospitality. His memory is n storellouse
Pa., in 179 4, anti was reat·erl there to the age of
of useful knowledge, aud an hour spent in his soeight years, when she was taken by her parents to
ciety is a pleasure at any time. Having a leading
position in the affairs of the muni cipality , he lool<s Crawford County, where she grew to won11mhood,
well to the interests of the taxp<>yers, and while and in 18 19 became the wife of .John Wood ward .
She possessed great activi ty of both rninrl and
desirous to improve the place, enrlea vors to disbody anrl cou ld turn her lw.nrl to any thing-weavplay economy in its governm ent.
Tbe Woodward family is of English extraction, ing, housework, or any of the arts known to
womankinr1. Sue was a natural mathematici an,
the first of the ancestot·s whom we note being
computit1g mentally with great accuracy, ann our
John Woodward , a native of Massachusetts. He
subject has undoubtedly inherited from her his
removed to Vermont when a young man, anrl opendecided bent in that rlircction . She entered into
ing a farm there, opcraterl it •mtil 1809. He then
rest in 1856, at the age of sixty .two years. Her
went to Cortland County, N.Y., and about seven
f<ttlt er, George Foster, was horn in the North of
years later to Crawford County, Pa., purchasing
Irelanrl and was married near Belfast. His occuland in Rpring Township. There also he open crl
pation was t.hat of a farmer. About 1792, hnvin g
a farm , hecoming prominent, inf1u,•nti al nnd wellleft his native land, he settl ed in Shermans Valto-do. Wllile yet a very young- man, he entercel
the Revolutionary Army, serving a year with t il e ley , Pa., the next year removiPg ncar Pittsburg.
About 1802 .he settlecl in f:ipri ng T ownship, CrawGreen Mountain Boys unn er the renow ned Ethan
ford County, to which his son 'Villiam had gone
Allen. He died at the nge of about eighty-three
the year befot·c on foot. The w n had selected a
years. He had mrtt-ried into the Wash bu rn fotm ily ,
trnct of land , ho t~ g ht four hunr1red acres, nnrl re of the G reen 1\Iountain State, dcscennants of which
main ed, there clurin g the summer, clearing a porhave become so well-known throughout our countion of it and constru ctin g a rude log house. He
try.
was but sixteen years olrl at the time, and once n
To the ~tbove-mentioned couple, near Rochester,
week walked six miles to an aunt, from whom he seVt., in 1795, a son was born, who was given th e
cured bread , cookit•g for him self th e other l ll'CCS·
name of John. He went to the Empire Stnte witll
saries of life. The family incltlclcd six brothers
his parents wllen fourteen years old , and when they
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nncl two sisters- William, Thomas, John, George,
Robert, James, Isabell and Mary, the mother of
our subject. John taught the first school in Spring
Township and wus a soldier in the War of 1812,
serving as Captain tn two different companies.
The subject of this sketch is the fifth in a family of six chilrlren. The first-horn, Mary J., Mrs.
Nicholson, died in Hamilton County, Iowa; Charlotte, Mrs. Huntley, died in Erie Count.y, Pa.;
John , who was Lieutenant in the Pennsylvania
militia, resides in Eric County; Caroline is the wife
of H. P. Nicholson, of Winnesbeik County, Iowa;
George, who <lied in 1863, six months after his
marriage, possessed a rlecitlerl talent for portrait
painting, and stU<lied that branch of art in Dayton.
The gentleman whose name introcluces this sketch
w:ts born December 15, 1830, in Spring Township,
Crawforcl County, Pa., ancl being reared upon the
farm, acquirecl a rudimentary knowlecige of agl'icultnrc in early boyhoorl . He had good commonschool advantage3 and ciisplayecl more than ordinary ability for learning , all branches of study
seeming to be easy 'for him, but mathematics being
his special forte. At the age of nineteen he began
teaching in his own township, conducting the
school during two winters and spending the summers in attendance at Kingsville Academy, Ashtabula County, Ohio, fi·om which he was graduated
in the spring of 1853. The previous winter be had
taught near Girard, grie County, and the winter
after his graduation he filled the Chait· of Professor
of Mathematics in hi5 Alma Mater during the absence of the regular professor for fou1· and a half
months. He was well advaneed in that particular
branch of study and has never found his superior,
being still one of the finest mathematicians in the
country .
In the spring of 18.54 Mr. Woodward started
westward, journeying on the' canal to the Ohio
River at Beaver, ~nci thence taking passage to
Maysville, Ky ., on a river steamer. He bad
thought of remaining at that place and continuing
his professional labors, but being dissatisfied, made
his way to Iowa, where he remained a couple of
months, investing the money he ban saved in Government Janel in Black Hawk County. Some two
ye<trs later he mafic a second investment, buying

in Webster County, his landed possessions in the
State being then over four hundred acres, which
he disposed of in after yell.rS. After the short sojourn in the Hawkeye State, be returned to Pennsylvania, where he remained until August, and
then took up his abode in Montgomery County,
Ohio. He continued his work as a pedagogue, his
first school in that county being two and a half
miles from his present home. He resided there
until 1859, being employed in various pursuits
during the SUUlmer, and teaching in winter. Upon
locating in Osborn, he taught school for a time and
then. became principal of the schools at Fairfield.
In 1862 l\Ir. Woodward abandoned peclagogieal
labors and becal!le a dealer in fruit trees, continuing in the business twelve successive years. During
the first five years he traveled with his men, and
always came in at the end of the week with the
la.~·gest list. This gave his employes confidence in
him, and they did their best, his success being due
to his ability to lead them and to his excellent
knowledge of human nature. He followeci but one
thing at a time and pushed the tree business with
all his might, demonstrating the worth of the old
problem, "One thing at a time and that well
done." He sold extensively both in the East and
West, doing a business of from $20,000 to $60,000
per year. The trees were bought by large contracts
from a Geneva nursery, and be thus made a nice
profit each year. On one occasion he delivered
$7,300 worth in a day, receiving $6,500 in cash
on the first day of delivery.
Feeling the se-.ere strain upon his nervous system which the oversight of so large a business h11d
produced, and having made enough to allow himself the desired ~rest, Mr. Woodward retired from
the business in 1874, in vesting his means in lands.
The following year he busied himself with the
erection of the handsom e residence which he now
occupies, the ground for which was broken the 1st
of April. He was constantly on hand to oversee
the work until the edifice was completed and ready
fur occupancy, November 24. The architectural
design is Mr. Woodward's own, and reflects credit
upon his taste ann judgment. The building is by
far the finest residence in Osborn; it is built of
brick, is large and conveniently planned, the rooms
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being commodious and airy and the home furnishc<l
in fine style. It was erected at a cost of $10,000,
and its value and attractiveness a1·e further enhan"ed by the beautiful lawn and tasteful adornings
which surround it. The library contains a fine se·
lection of books, incluning the works of the leading authors on literary and scientific topics, and
whatever branch may be the favorite, a visitor is
sure to find works at his hand which will afford
him enjoyment.
Mr. Woodward finds as much occupation as he
desires in attending to his farms and other investments. He owns two places in Bath Township,
summing up about two hundred acres, and he also
owns three hundred and twenty acres in Fremont
County, Iowa , ncar tbe county seat, the latter piece
of property heing an improve<! stock farm. In
1876 he and his wife attended the Centennial Exposition. Theil· social traits draw aronnd them a
a large circle of ncqiJaintances and friends , and they
find abundant enjoyment in the society thus affor<led them, in dispensing the hospitality of their
beautiful home and in quiet pursuit of the rem·eatious to wbich their tastes lead. Mr. Woodward
is temperate in all tbings and never has used tobacco or liquor in any form. In religious views he
is a rationalist and agnvstic, while his wife is a
spil"itualist. In politics be is a Republican, but
not an active pa·rtisan. He belonged. to tbe Republican Central Committee for five years, and has at
various times been a delegate to county and State
conventions, this being the extent of his political
activity. He cast his first vo~e for John P. Hale.
He was a mern ber of the fir>t Sebool Board of Osborn, hol•ling the position fifteen successive years,
and having been Clerk when the schoolhouse was
built. He was also a member of the first Town
Council, and has been a member of the Board for
about twenty years, incluiling his entire rcsi<lence
here except two years. He is undoubtedly one of
the most influential mem hers, and to his shrewdness ann sympathy the "taxpayers owe much. As
would be naturally supposed, he is intereste<l in
the social orrlers; he is a member of the Free and
Accepted Masons, at Osborn, and a member of the
Royal Arch Mason lodge, at New Carlisle, and has
been a delegate to three different Grand Lodges.
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It is needless to multiply wonls regarding t!Je inf!utnce wbir.h he possesses and the respect which is
felt for him by his fellow-men.
The marria~e of Mr. 'Vooclwnnl and Miss Mary
C. i:iloan took place at the bride's home, in Wayne
Townshi[J, Montgomery County, November I 0.
1856. Tbe lady whom our subject had chosen us
his companion in life was horn in Lycoming
County. Pa., July 3, 1833, and was but a year old
when she came to Ohio with her parents, the entire
joumey being performed in a one-horse covered
wagon. As she grew toward maturity, she received good educational advantages and became
well informed in an extende<l curriculum , while
her home and social training was such as to promote in ber the fine manners which lend an added
charm to cultured womanhood. She began teaching at the age of eighteen years, bnt not finding
the profession to l1er taste, abanfloned it after nine
months' labor.
The father of III rs. Woodward was Alexander
Sloan, who was born in Lebanon County, Pa., in
the part that was afterwarrl cut off for the formation of Dauphin County. His father, John Sloan,
was also a native of that county, and \Vas of
Scvtch- Irish descent. He was a farmer, and became
well-to-do through his thorough understanding of
his occupation. A bout 1833 he left his native
State and locatecl on a farm in Wayne Township,
Montgomery County, Ohio. The son followed his
father's occupation successfully, but being a natural mechanic and able to make anything in woodwork, he became a fine cabinet-maker as well as a
carpenter and builder. At these occupations he
labored at times, also cloing coopering on his farm
at Jersey Shore, Lycoming County, l'n. In 1834
he also came to Ohio, locating in the township
where his father had taken up his abocle, and there
occupying himself in the pursuit of agriculture,
and afterward in money loaning. In addition to
his Ohio property, he owned two hundred and
forty acres of land in Jay County, Ind. In politics be was a Whig. He was an active member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church.
The wife of Alexander Sloan bore the maiden
name of Elizabetb Crook and was horn in Somel·setshire, England. She came to America with her
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parents wheu four years olil, their settle'llent being
made in Lycoming County, Pa. Her father, Malachi Crook, opemted a farm until his rleath, which
was occasioncil by the accidental discharge of his
gun when he was getting over a fence. Mrs. Elizabeth Sloan died at the home of one of her daughters in Cluunpaign County, Ohio. She helongcil
to the Methodist Church and was the moth~r of
seven chilrlren, five of whom are still living. Elizabeth, who was the first-born, is the wife of the
subject of this sketch; .James S. is living in Wayne
Township, Montgom ~ry County; Elizabeth ~- lives
with our subject; Lucinila R., Mrs. Powell , lives
ncar Urbana, Champaign County; William H . is
a farmer in the same county. Mr. and Mrs. Woodwnrd have never been blessed with any childr~n.

ACOB KIBLINGER, ileceaseil. When the
. early pioneers of German Township are be·
ing mentioned, he with whose name we introiluce this biography, is invariably re ·
Jl'lembered. He possesseil all the reliable qualities
of his substantial German ancestry-those qualities
which are most needed in the settlement of a new
country-and right well did he meet the demands
upon him, both as a tiller of the soil, and as a memher of the community. He came to this section
when the country wat in its primitive condition,
labored faithfnlly and well in bringing a portion
of the soil to a state of cultivation, and acquitted
himself in an admirable manner as an hone~t man
nnd a goorl citizen.
A native of Rockingham County , Va., Mr. Kih linger was born about 1783, and was reared to manhood in his nativ e State. Then desimus of bettering his worldly condition, he emigraterl, in 1801 ,
to the Territory of Ohio, and looked over the country considerably, but did not purchase at that time.
In fact be traveled back anrl forth n num bcr of
times before he could find a satisfactory location .
Finally, in 1R05, he returnerl to Clarke County, anrl
selecterl a tract of land in German Township, that
upon which his sun .John now resiiles. He pm·chased first eighty acres from the Government, pay.

J

ing therefor $1.25 per acre . Later be bought one
hundrerl and eight acres more for which he paid
$4.75 per act·e. He made a permanent · settlement
on section 2, building first a log cabin in the woods
12xl6 feet in dimensions, laying a puncheon floor,
anrl constructing rude furniture for the use of ·the
family .
Although not by any means an elegant dwelling,
this cabin furnished a comfortable home for the
family for a periorl approaching twenty years.
Then Mr. Kiblinger put up a more modern dwelling. He performed a large amount of pioneer
work, felling trees, digging out the stumps, burning brush, building fences, and bringing the soil to
a state of cultivation. In due time a family of
eleven children gathered around the hearthstone,
but of these only three ar~ now living-John, of
German Township; Ely, w"llo is living in Kansas,
and Jemima, the wife of William Young, of Kenton, this State. Mr. Kiblinger was an early mem. ber of the Methorlist Episcopal Church in the faith
of which he died in February, 1860. He became
widely and favombly known tbmugbout the county
ani! the confidence and esteem of the people he
possesserl in a remarkable degree. He was noterl
. for his kinilness of heart anrl hospitality, and the
wayfarer was never turned empty from his door.
In politics he was an Old-Line Whig.
John KiblingPr, the son of .Jacob and Mary
(Pence) Kiblinger, was horn September 11, 1816,
in German Township, and was reared to manhood
amid the wild scenes of pioneer life. He has been
an eye witness of the gradual growth of the county
to its present position, and has formed no unimportant factor in changing a portion of the wilderness to tbe abode of a civilized and prosperous
people . He assisted his father in tbe arduous labor necessary to the opening up of a fat·m, anrl
when the father was incapacitated for labor, John
became practically the manager of the farm, and
the main stoy of the family.
When finally starting out for himself, Mr. Kiblinger was equipped with such education as could be obtained in the subscription schools, at which
his attendance probably aggregated not over six
months altogether. He chose agriculture fot· his
life vocation, but for the last twelve years bas been
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interested in bee culture, making of tl!is a specialty
and meeting witl! line success. He was first married February 23, 1837, to Miss Mary Jane Pence.
She was bom in Champaign County, this State,
and was tl!e daughter of llenry and Eva Pence,
who were early set.tle1·s of tbat county. Tbis union
resulted in the birth of four children, two of whom
arc living, viz: Eva A., Mrs. Wilson Myrick, a
widow, and a resident of Springfield; and Mary C.,
the wife of Jacob Hatzog, of German Town.ship.
Jacob, who served in the Union a rmy during the
late war, was a member of the Seventeenth Ollio
Battery, and died in the hospital at J efferson Barracks, ncar St. Louis, Mo., of measles, wbich he
contracted at Milliken's Bend. Zachary died when
less thun a year old. The mother of these children
departed this life in German Townsllip, July 4,
1847.
Mr. Kiblinger was married a second time, December 12, 1847, to Mrs. Elizabeth Riegel, wife of the
late David Riegel, of Clarke County. Of this union
tllere have been born fom children, three of wlwm
Me living, and residents of Springfield, namely: Lu cinda, the wife of Cooper Ludlow; Sylvanus, and
Joana, wllo married Charles Myers; Cornelius died
when about nine months old. Mrs. !Wzabcth KiLlinger was born January 25, 1 B23, in Lancaster
County , Pa., and is a daull'hter of Jacob and Elizabeth (Buckwater) Groob, who were likewise natives of the Keystone State. Her paternal gre:ttgranrlfather was born in Germany.
Tte Groob family emigrated to Ohio in 1837,
locating in Moorefield Township, Clarke County,
wllere the parents spent the remainder of th eir lives.
Mr. Groob died in 1841, in the prime of life. The
mother survived her husband for thirty years, dying in 1871. Their daughter Elizabeth was first
married to David Riegel in 1842. Of this union there
was born one child, a daughter, Sarah K, who died
when yonng. Mrs. Kiblinger spent her early years
in Clarke County, where her parents settled when
it was comparatively a wilderness. Tl!eir family
consisted of five cllildren, only three of whom are
living, namely: Nnncy, who is Mrs. Erter, of Moorefield Township; Simon, of St. Paris, this State; and
:M rs. John Kiblingcr.
Jolln Kiblingcr i~ a member in good standing of
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the Baptist Churcll, with whicll lle united in 1842.
The enterprises calculated to upbuild the community, have uniformly received his conlial support.
His farm comprises one hundred ann eighty eight
acres of choice Ian<!, improved with good buildings,
and which under goo<l cultivation yields to the proprietor a generous incom e besides enalJling llim to
lay by somctl!ing for a rainy day . In politics he
is a stnncl! Democmt, and voted for Van Buren in
1836. In those early days people were not so particular as now to wait until exactly twenty-one.
For the last eighteen years he has been a member
of the Agricult ural Board of Clarke County, an<l
is now one of the Directors. He was one of the
originators of tile Fair, and has done much to promote its g;owth.

e

YltUS ALBIN, a native of Clarke County,
born llcre in pioneer times, the sou of an
early pioneer family of this region, is
closely identified witu the industrial interests of
Springfield, where be established himself in business as a contract-ing painter more than forty years
ago. Twice he has laid aside his vocation at the
call of a higher duty. ALone time during the late
war he served his country as a soldie1·, anu he
abandoned military life only to accept a civic
position, filling the important office of Sberiff of
Clarl<e County with signal ability for two terms.
August 2, 1825 our subject was born in Mad
River Township in a log cabin which his father had
built in the primeval forests on the homestead that
he had bought from the government a few years
previously. His grandfather, John Albin, and his
father, George Albin, who was a native of Winchester, Va., removed fmm the Olrl Dominion to
this state in 1810, tl!c removal being made with
teams. Ohio was at that time very sparsely populaterl, the rich soil was covered with forests of
primeval growth, or open woodlands, prairies and
meadows, and in all the land, where the Indian
still lingered, and deer, bears anrl ot,her kinds of
wild game were very plentiful, tl:ere was bat little
sign of t!Je approaching civilization that was to
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make this one of the proudest commonwealths of
bard service till the expimtion of the term of enthis great country. The grandfather of our sul)li~tment when be was honorably discharged, having
ject settle<! in the Southwestern part of Mad River
doue his duty faithfully at all times whether in
Townsllip, where be made his home till death closed
camp, or on the mat·ch or on the battlefield, and
his life at a ripe old age.
showing excellent qualities for a soldier. While
George Albin, the father of our subject selected a . he was thus honorably engaged be was not fm·gottract of heavily timbered government land in Mad
ten at home by !lis fellow-citizens, who placed his
name on the Republican ticket for Sheriff of tile
River Township, anrl at once built a log cabin on
the place to shelter tile family. His wife bad no
county, to which responsible office he was elected
stove and u&ed to cook over the fire in the rude
in the ·same fall. By the zeal and sound judgement and wise discretion that he displayed in tbe
fireplace, that served to heat the humble abode, and
as an adept in all the housewifely arts of the day
discharge of tbe numerous duties devolving upon
she use<1 to spin and \Veave all the cloth used in the
him while holning that position be showed himself
to be the right man in the right' place, and in the
family. Mr. Albin cleared quite a tract of land
fall of 1866 he was re-elected, and served two full
there, and resi<led on it some years, and then bought
terms with distinction. After his retirement from
a farm four miles west of this city, nnd in the home
that he established there his life was terminated
public life Mr. Albin engaged as traveling salesat the advanced age of eighty-two years. He was
man for the Champion Reaper Company, was with
a man of excellent charncter and. firm principle,
them three years, and at the expiration of that
was greatly respected by his neighbors and other
time resumed his old business as a contracting
friends, and was a help in developing the agriculpainter, which he bas continued to the present
tural interests of Clarke County, occupying a
time, and bas thereby accumulated a comfortable
competence.
worthy place among its pioneers. He had not
been in Ohio long when the War of 1812 broke out
Mr .. Albin's success in life is due in part to the
anrl he volunteererl in the defense of his country,
fact that be has a good wife, to whom he was
doing good service in the army. The mai•len
united in marriage in 1850. 11et· maiden name was
name of the m<ttbcr of our subject was Elizabeth
Charlotte Wilkes, and she is, liJ{e himself, a native
West. She died on the borne fatm many years
of this county, and is a daughter of pioneer parents,
Charles and Delitha Wilkes, natives, respectively,
ago.
Cyrus ·Albin passed his cal'ly life on the old
of Massachusetts and North Carolina. Mr. and
Mrs. Albin have four childt·en-Belle, Bruce,
homestend where he was bre<l to the life of a farRodney and Elmer.
mer. He wished to gain an education and took every
opportunity offered to attend winter school. At the
l\ir. Albin was a well-known fignre on ont· stt·eets,
age of eighteen be cnme to Springfield to learn the
and his whole course throughout a blameless life
trade of a painter, and served two and one half
that has passed its sixty-fifth milestone has been suclr
years for that purpose. After that be worked under
as to entitle him to the cornial respect and esteem
instruction in Cinciunati, remaining there a few
accorded to him on all hands. It has been his
months and then returned to Springfield and did
privilege to witness the wonderful growth of this
"jour" work a short time. His next move was to
county and of the wh<1le State since his birth, that
establish himself as a contractor in the line of his
has transformed the ancient wildemess into a poptrade, and he continued to carry on ·that businetiS
ulous and wealthy community, with thriving cities,
very profitably till 1\Iay, 1864. In that month he
towns, and villages, and fruitful farms where once
laid aside his work to go into service to aid in supstood primeval forests in all their glory, interpressing the rebellion, enlisting in the Fifty-seespersed with open woodlands and beautiful prairies
ond Regiment, Capt. Bushnell's company, for
and meadows that were as nalure made them when
one hundred clays and went at once to the front in
hi3 parents first took up their abode here. Mr.
West Virginia, and was with his regiment in much
Albin is a popular member of Clarke Lodge, No.
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101, A. F . & A. M., Springfield Council No. 17,
and of Springfield Chapter No. 48; he i.~ also connected with the G. A. R. as a membet· of 1\Iitchell
Post, No. 45.

A. BAUMGARDNER. In reviewing t he
history of the past fi fty years nnd noting
I the many improvements which ·have been
~ mad e in various rlepat'tments of science anrl
art. tbat which preserves the line<Lm ents of ou t·
loved ones should not pass unnoted. A marked
change has taken place in this art and the country
is row lloode<l with photographs, where not many
decarles since but a few dagueneotypes and ambrotypes were to be seen. It requires mechanical skill
and artistic talent to produce pictures which will
satisfy the taste of the publi c in these days , anrl
when we state that the gen tleman above named hns
a fine patronage, it is scarcely n ecessary to add that
he is a master of the art of photography. His studio
is pleasant and well furnished, every means being
tnken by the proprietor to keep up with the times
in the conveniences for carrying o n this work to
the best advantage and add ing to the comforts of
his patrons.
Mr. Baumg~r<lncr is of Swiss lineage, his gran dfather having been a native of B~niC, Switzerland,
in which city be was reared and married . He emigrated to America, settling nine miles north of
Lancaster, Ohio, where he was numbered among
the pioneers. There his son Henry, the father of
our subjec.t, was bom. Grandfather Baumgardner
died a short time after his settlement in America
and his widow ere long removed t'o Fairfielrl County,
pUl'chssing a tract of land in Beme Townsh ip, where
she reared her family. She contracted a second
matrimonial a.l!iance, becoming the wife of a Mr.
Caley. She lived to the ag-e of eighty-five years,
dying in the township in which she had resided so
long.
The father of our subject was reared on a farm
but learned the traite of a blacksm ith wbicit he followed some yeat·s. He tben purclwsed a far m and
i9 st1ll engaged in farming in Fairfield CountY:. He
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married l\iiss Cather ine Crook of that county wbo
has borne him seven childron-our subject, Agnes,
Hunter H., William, Lizzie, George and Talmage.
Both parent s are membet·s of the German Reformed
Church. The maternal g randfather of our subject
was John Crook, who was born in 1800 anrl who
died April 27, 1890. He was but a boy when his
parents came to the wilds of Ohio and he became
one of the pioneers of Berne Township, Fairfield
County, where he bought lan d and tilled the soil.
l-Ie was very initustrious, possesse<l of soun(l judgment, and for these reasons aecumulated a large
amount of th is world' s goods.
J. A. Baumgardner was born in Berne Township,
Fairfielil County, January 25, 1851. He was rP.ared
ou the home farm, like other fat·mer's sons assisted
in farm work and attended the common schools.
He remained with his parents until he bail reached
man's estate and in 1873 went to Iowa, in which
State he spent a yeat·. Retu rning to Ohio be entet·ed
a studio at Lancaster in order to learn the art of
photography. After serv in g there eight months his
employer sent him to New Lexington, Pel'l'y
County, to open a. gallery. This be did, operating
it in their interest sixteen months, after wbieh he
engaged in the business on his own account. He
remained in that place seven yenrs, after which he
came to Springfield, openeil a studio afld b~gan a
business career in this city which bas proven rermmerative and given him an excellent reputation
as an artist and a man of honor in business relations.

-·~--

J

ACOB H. HARBIN E. This well-known reprPsentative of a prominent family in this
county, was born at his father,s old homestead in Beaver Creek Township, Greene
County, and is the sou of John and Hetty (Kauff .
man) Hqrbine of 1\'h.Om full mention is made in the
biography of J . D. i:lteele which will be found on
another page in this Ar.su•r. He was carefully
reared by wise and excelleut parents and obtained
a good education, attending the High School at
Xenia and completing his studies in Oxford Uni. versity. When twenty-two years of age he anrl his
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brother Daniel R., succeeded their father in the
distillery and gmin business com hined with which
was also pork- packing, anri in this manner accumulated a competence.
Mr. Harbine is the owner of four hundred acres
of fine farming land in this county, besides a sawmill ancl warehouse, and is looked upon as one of
the most enterprising men of this county iu whose
development and prosperity he has borne a leading
part. He still retains his bachelor freedom, making
his home in Harbine, Beaver Creek Town ship. He
is liberal is his religious views anrl politically, a
sound Republican. He has, however, refrained
from mingling with public affairs, p1·eferring to
g·ive bis time and attention to bis business interests. He is at present one. of the leading grain
clealers buying at Harbine, and in all respect.;, as a
business man and a citizen, reflects honor upon Lhe
naii.te of one of the oldest and most l'espectable
families in Greene County.

A!IIUEL R. BOCKMAN. The Eagle City
Mills located on Mad River, in German
Township, are owned by i\Ir. Hockman,
and the business is conducted und er t!JC
firm title of S. R. Hockman & Sons. The building
is 65x45 feet in dimensions, and three and one-half
stories in height. It was originally built for a grist
mill, later converted into a distillery, and finally
reconstructed into a grist mill. It is operated by
water-power exclusively, by means of two turbine
wheels with a fall <Jf water of about seven feet.
Tl•e mill is equipped with the latest imjJI'oved roller
machinery, furnished by the Case l\Ianufactnring
Company of Columbus, and was put in at a cost of
about $6,000.
These mills tum out th e best grade of flour including the Bismark bmnrl, also tbe Eagle brand,
which is a second grade, r.Jthougu nin ety per cent
of the output. is of the former. The trade is mostly
local, although the finn docs a large amount of custom work among the farmers. Besi<les flour tbey
grind quantities of corn for feed. The mill has n
capacity approaching fifty thousand hushels of
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wheat per annum. Samuel R. Hockman is at the
head of the concern, nnd is asoisted most of the time
hy four s0ns and one son-in-law, George Swartz.
The Bismark brand especially finds a large sale in
Springfield and adjoining towns.
Samuel R. Hockman, a native of Shenandof\h
County, Va., was born Septer.:~ bet· 26, 1821, to Peter
and Rebecca (Rhodes) Hockman, who were likewise natives of the Old Dominion. His ancestry on
both sides of the house was originally from G ermany. He was reared on farm in his native county,
but when reaching his majority, began an apprenticeship at the mil!cr's trade, serving two years, and
then started out on his own hook as a journeyman.
Thereafter he operated from time to time several
mills in Shenandonh County, b eginning as bead
miller in 1847,and sojourning in that region afterward for a period of twenty years.
Mr. Buckman, in 1867, left his native State, ancl
coming to Clarke County, Ohio, operated as head
miller for Parker Bryan two and one-half years at
Rhorertown, Champaign County. At the expiration of this time he rented Gabriel Kenton's mill
on Mad River, and operated this six years. His
next move was the purchase, in 1876, of tbe Eagle
City Mills, where he has built up an extensive business. It is one of the most valuable mill plants in
the county, and under the present alJle management
will doubtless in the near ft.ture require to be enlarged for a still more ex ten ded business.
The subject of this notice received only a limited
etlm:ation in his youth, but by his habit of reading
aud observation of what is going on around him in
the world, has become thoroughly well-informed,
while "sa business man his abilities are unquestioned. He fonnecl matrimonial ties January 29,
!852, being wedde<l to llliss Eliza Cochenour, who
bore him ten dJildren . Of these hut eight are living, viz: lllilton, John, William, Benjamin, Samuel, Lydia, Emma, and Betty.
l\Ir. Hockman gives his political support to no
party; and has helcl the office of Poslmaste1· several
terms at Eagle City, the office being in the mill.
His religious views coincide with the doctrines of
the German Baptist Church, of which he has been
a mern ber r,ince early manhood . He came to the
Buckeye State, practically without means, and owes

a
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his success solely to his own persevering industry
and good management. Personally he is affable and
courteous, most nearly approaching t.he type of a
gentleman of the old school, and hears a stril;ing
resemblance to the venerated Horace Greeley , both
in personal avpearancc, and in various characteristics. He is recognized as an 11ble financier, and the
uniform supporter of those measures calculated to
ad vance the people, socially, moralJy, and finan.
cially.

~ --

ON. ISAAC M. BARRETT. He whose name
stands at the head of this biographical rec~ ord may properly be termed one of the
most enterprising and progressive men in
Spring Valley Township, Greene County. A lifelong manufacturer and merchant miller by occupatiou, he possesses not only a theoretical but a
practical knowledge of the art and science of merchant milling, the result of which is the building
up and equipment of one of the finest milling plants
of Southern Ohio. Mr. Barrett fairly obtainerl his
title of Honorable by a service of thre<' t erms in
the Ohio Legislature, bdng in the Lower House
from 1876 to 1880, and a member of the Senate in
1888-89. He had the honor of being elected the
first Mayor of Spring Valley, served as Assessot· of
Internal l~evenue four years under President Lincoln, commencing in 1862, and has held various
other positions of trust and responsibility.
The native place of Mr. Barrett was in the town
of Half :Moon, Saratoga County, N. Y., and the
elate of his birth May 2, 1827. His fath~r, George
Barrett, was born in Danby, Vt., on the 6th of December, 1796, and his mother, Mahala (Merrett)
Barrett, was bom on the 15th of October, 1805,
in .Saratoga County, N.Y. The elder Barrett was
a woolen manufacturer, owning and operating his
own mill and in religious belief belonged to the
Society of Fdends. About 1837 he removed from
his native place to Middletown, Vt., where he likewise opnaterl a woolen mill until 1839. Th at year
he chang<'d his resid ence to Delaware, Ohio, still
pursuing his occupation of a woolen manufac turer,
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and placed in various mills sets of improved machinery, operating then as an expert in tlle latter.
Sojourning in the above-mentioned locality until
1843, the father of our subject, coming then to
this county, erected a woolen mill in Spring Valley Township, the first within its limits, and there
spent the remainder of his days, his decease taking
place in 1874. He was a man of decided ideas, one
of the original members of the old Whig party and
a stanch Abolitionist. The wife anrl mother hacl
preceded her husband to the silent land January
30, 1870. Ten children had been hom to them,
the eldest of whom, a daughter, Maria, married
Dr. A. R. Butler, now deceased, and lived in Richmond, Ind. ; Isaac M., our subject, is the second
child; Sarah died when quite young; Slocum died
afler reaching the age of manhood; 1\Iahala M. became the wife of K H. Swyne, of Chicago, IlL
John R is also sojourning in that city; Merritt H.
diecl in childhood; Calista A. is a resident of Xenia;
l\'lary L. died at the interesting age of twenty
years; Rosanna S. becam e the wife of William H.
Ingram, of Xenia, and is also deceased .
The patnrnal grandfather of our subject was
Jaazamiah Barrett, who was born January 21,
1752, in New Hampshire. He married Rhoda,
daughter of John and Hannah Ree d and removed
to the vicinity of Danby , Vt. Tbere he prosecuted
farming nntil resting from bis earthly labors, October 10, 1834. His wife survived him nearly ten
years, her death tak ing place February 2, 1844,
wben she was a little less than eighty-four years
old, her birth taking place May 24, 17GO. Their
children were named respectively, John, Hannah,
Jonathan, Jaazamial!, Abijab, Elchia, Wyman,
George, Lucy, Rhoda and ~Stephen.
Jaazamiah is the son of John Barrett and the !atlet· was horn in Ireland , April 13, 1728. He died
in 1756. His wife was Lucy Ormar and she was
bom likewise in 1728. Tbe mother of our subject
was the daughter of .Joseph and Cynthia 1\Ierrett, of
~Saratoga County, N. Y, The grandfather was a
farmeo· by occupation.
The l-Ion. Isaac M. Barrett, of this sketcb, received a good education, being first a stuqent of
the High School at Springfield, ancl later attended
Dell\ware College. He entered upon his business
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career in the woolen mills of hiR father wi~h which
he was connected for ten years. In the meantime
he also engaged in mercantile pursuits and was
considerably interested in potl•-packing. In 1858,
still engaged in mechandising, be also became in·
terestcd in mill property, purchasing the De Haven
Mill, which was destroyed by fire on New YEar's
Day, 1860. Purchasing then tlle mill site he erected
upon it tlle Spring V:lllcy l\Iills, wbicb he has since
successfully operated, and he also deals largely in
grain. He and his sons are now the largest shippers on the Little Miami Rnilroarl.
Mr. Banett was first married to Miss Rebecca
Swyne, a native of Clarke County, this State, and
the daughter of Thomas and Elizrr Swyne, wllo spent
their last years in Spring Valley, Ohio. The two
children hom of this union were Thomas S. and
Isaac M., Jr., the latter of whom died in childhood.
Mrs. Rebecca Barrett departed this life at her home
in Spring Valley, January 31, 1854.
Our subject was a seconrl time wedded in March,
1856, to Miss Mary Evans, who was born in South
Carolina, and when a child came to this county.
This lady was the daughter of Robert and Sarah
Evans, and of this union there were born eight
children, viz: Robert E.; Clara B., the wife of
Thomas Harrison, of Richmond, Inrl.; Ella, l\Irs.
R. H . Dolliver, of Chicago, Ill.; John R., Hattie,
Don Carlos and Clifforrl. Isaac l\L,Jr., the fourth in
order of birth, died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. Barrett belong to the Society of Friends. Mr. Barrett
is the patentee of an improved method of burning
crnrle oil in stoves, which is apparently rlestined to
be aclopted extensively in the near future .
A portrait of Mr. Barrett may be found in connection with this sketch.

-----~~·o+o·--ILLIAM ELDER. In the early settlement
of Clarke County the Elder family represented the best elements of its populntion
in as marked a manner as they <lo at the present
time, and a goorlly number of them are written up
for the BwuJ<.IPlllCAL ALBUM of Greene and Clarke
Counties. He who is especially represented in this
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sketch is a worthy offshoot of the family tree-one
who performed faithful service in the late Civil
War and who is possessed of more than ordinary
intelligence. He bas been a reader all his life and
is well informed upon the leading events of the
<lay. His occupation from his youth bas been that
of a farmer, in whic)l be has been successful, accumulating a comfortable home and a competence.
The parents of our subject were Thomas and Mat·gery (Anrlerson) Elrler, flue mention of whom is
made on another page in this volume. He was the
tenth child and was born April 22, 1841, at the
farm which be uow _owns and occupies. He spent
his boyhoorl <lays in attendance at the district
school and in the performance of the lighter rluties
arounrl the home, remaining under the parental
roof until the outbreak of the Civil War. In August, 1862, be entererl the Union Army as a member of Company A, Ninety-fourth Ohio Infantry
under the command of Capt. Perry Stewart, a
sketch of wbom appears elsewhere in this ALBUM.
He went with his regiment to Kentucky after the
the rebel general, Kirby Smith, anrl lat~r fought
at Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, Chattanooga, Perryville, Stone River, Lookout Mountain and Mission Ridge. Subsequeutly he was rlctailed to report
for duty at Columbus, Ohio, and was engnged in
guard duty until receivi·ng his discharge with his
regiment in June, 1865.
Upon leaving the service Mr. Eifler returned to
the parental roof nod remained there until after his
father's death. Then he anrl his brother Russell
bought out all the heirs except the wirlow, and later
our suhject -purchased the interest of his mother
anrl brother. He is tbus owner of the original
homestead, which possesses for him a far mot·e than
moneyed value. He brought a bride to the ohl
rooftree in 1877, being married on the 15th of
March, that year, to Miss Martha J., daughter of
1\iichael Bower.
Mrs. Elder was born September 7, 1847, in Wyandot County, this State. to which her parents had
emigrated at an early <lay and where the father
still lives. _Of her union with our subject there were
born four chilrlren, viz: Margery; Carrie, who died
when six years old; Kate, who is at home; one
Q!lild who died in infancy. Mrs. Martha J. Elder
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rleparted this life at her home in Green Township,
October 16, 1887. ·She was a lady of many estimable qualities and "consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Politically, Mr. Elder is a solid Republican and
has been quite act.ive in the counsels of his party ,
serving as a delegate to t!Je county conventions
and occupying ot!J er important positions. His
Iancled estates embmce two hundrecl and twelve
acres with good improvements and all his surrounclings inclicate the perseverance and industry whic!J
are cbamcteristic of t.be man. The fact that he i:;
well spoken of by his neighbors is sufficient indication of his standing in the community.

RANKLIN H. McDONALD. The subject
of th.is notice was born in the plac~ where
he now resides, four miles southeast of
X enia, September 21 , 1839. He is a son of Wilford and Martha (Lyon) McDonald , natives of
Tennessee and Virgini:t, respectively. Wilford
McDonald was born in 1798, and in 1800, when
only two year·s of age, was brought by !Jis par en ls
to Greene .County, Ohio, where they settled on a
farm adjoining t!Je one now in possession of our
subject. They remained there one year and then
removed to the one upon which the subject of this
notice now resides. The parents of our subject
spent their last clays on t!Jat farm, the father dying
i1111883. They were the parents of seven children,
named respectively : Hampton, Sarah E., Frank
H., Willace, Columbus, America J., an<l Melvin.
Wilford McDonald was a Whig at the time that
party was in power and afterward cast his inf:luence
into the scale with the Republican party.
The Lyon family locate<! in Greene County
about the year 1816. The mother of our subject
was a daughter of John and Catherine (Hook)
Lyon. The ancestors of John Lyon came from
England. Catherine Hook was a daughter of William Hook who was a native of Ireland and emigrated to this country in the last century.
Franklin H. McDonald is living on the old
homestead, whidt is no1v his own property. It em-
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braces ·one hundred and ninety-five acres of good
land under a !Jigb state of cultivation. Our subject is also the owner of a fine stone quarTy which
is in a paying condition. He bas made his home
during all his life on the place where he now resid es, but in 1862, on the 15th of August, he left
his father's house and went forth to do battle for
the honor of the old f:lag which had been so foully
dishonored hy the rebellious hosts who· were seeking to destroy it.s unsullied purity. I-Ie cnlisteil in
Com'pany D, One Hundred and Tenth Ohio Infantry. He served in some of the most severe battles
of the war-notably those of Spottsylvania, Wilderness, Cold Harbor, Monacacy Junction , Mine
Run, the Rapidan, Petersburg, and was present at
the surrender of Lee at Appomatox . He was discharged in 'June, 1865 , as Second Sergeant and at
once returned home. He was wounded at Monacacy in the left thigh.
In 1875, our subject was united in marriage to
Miss Anna E. Heath. Mrs. McDopald is an intelligent, cultivated lady and an ornament to the society in whicll she moves. She is a daughter of
Thomas ~nd Anna (Hook) Heath , of Greene
County, Ohio. lVlr. and Mrs. McDonald are the
parents of one child, Thomas Shem. Mrs. McDonald is a devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and a regular attendant upon its services.

UTHER NEER. Among the well developed
farms of Pleasant Township, Clarke County,
t!Jat of Luther Neer should not be passed
unnoticed. It is nuder the able management of a
gentleman who, though quite young in years, was
reared with a thorough knowledge of agricultural
pursuits, and possesses the natural intelligence and
judgment which understandingly apply information
gained. The farm comprises one hundred and seven
fertile acres, and in connection with the work of
general agriculture the owner raise ; the best of
stock.
The subject of this sketch is a member of a faro·
ily which has been well known in this township for
nearly three-fourths of a century , and· which hacl
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bQen previously numbered among the respectable
families of Vil·ginia. The iirst representative of
the family in this county was Amos Neer, who came
hither about 1818, settling near Catawba, where he
spent the remainder of his life. He was born in
Loudoun County, Va., being a son of Henry Neer, a
farmer in the Old Dominion. His wife was Nancy
A. Cunnard, of the same fitate. .They belonged to
the Methodist Episcopal Church, and Mr. Neer was
a member of the Whig party. He !flit an estate of
one hundred and twenty-five acres. His . fainily
consisted of the following named sons and daughters: Jonatban, Nathan ; Elizabeth Ann, wife of
Daniel Wynant, of Kosciusko County, Incl.; Susan,
wife of Thomas Runyan; Jan~, wife of Joseph Ferguson, and Matilda, wife of Andrew B. Runyan.
The second of the above-named family was .born
in Pleasant Township, August 5, 1822, and, beginning his career in life with about $180, accumu.
lated a landed estate of five hundred aad twenty five acres of valqable land. He was liberal in his
support of public improvements, had served his
fellow-men as Township Trustee, and by his per·
sonal character won respect. In politius he was a
Republican, and in religion a believer in the doctrines of the Methodist Episeopal Church. He died
November 13, 1886. His wife was Mary J. Hun·
ter, who was born May 2, 1823, and who breatherl
her last June 23, 1889. Their family consisted of
seven children-Levi, William, Miranda, Luther,
Charles F., Alonzo W. and Laura J. Levi died
wucn twenty-two years old, and Miranda is also
deceased. She was the wife of James H. Engle.
Luther X eer was born two miles southwest of
Catawba, November 12,1855, and received a common-school education. When he became of age he
began life on a farm, in tile spring of Hl82, locating where be now resides. Doing honor to the
teaching which be had received and in which his
judgment con! urrerl, he identified himself with the
Republican party anrl is a consistent member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. At the home of the
bride September 11, 18i9, he was united in marr iage with Miss Mollie J. Loveless. This lady was
born in Loudoun County, Va.,but has lived in Ohio
since her cuil<lhoocl . She is intelligent,well-bred,and
well-versed in the practical duties of life. Like

her husband she belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church. Two interesting children have come
to bless the union, named respectively: Olive L.
and Nathan L.
In the Old Dominion Charles and Frances
(Lowe) Loveless lived upon a farm for some years.
In 1868 they removed to Ohio, settling in Champaign County, whence they subseque ntly removed
to this county. Here they made their ho!Ile in
Pleasant Township, where their daughter became
the wife of our subject.

LI<'RED l\1. POTTER, M. D. Althongb of
N e.w England birth and ancestry, the subject of this notice has been a resident of
·r.~'ffl
Ohio since a child of eighteen months, at
which time his parents em igrated from Connecticut and took up their residence in the town of
Troy. His father, the well-known Dr. Alfred Potter, followed his profession in Troy for a number of
yem·s, and then removed to Springfield, where he
pursued his chosen calling, and built up an extensive business. He departe!l this life at his home in
Springfield, January 9, 18i5. The mother had preceded her husband to the silent land a little over a
twelvemonth, her death taking place December 12,
1874.
Dr. Potter, Sr., was born March 24, 1814, in
Connecticut, and prosecuted his medical stud ies
first in Bellevue Hospital, after which he entered
the Eclectic Medical College at Cincinnati, from
which be was graduated in 1857. The Potter fam·
ily is of English ancestry. The mother of our subject bore the maiden name of Lovinn Murphy, ancl
she was the <laughter of Keiskue Murphy, who was
of Irish extraction, a native of Ireland, and who
spent his last years in Ripley, N. Y. After their
marriage the parents of our subject settled in Bristol, Conn., and there their son Alfred M. was bom
September 17, 1850. The latter pursued his cady
studies in the public school, and ·then entered the
Normal School at Lebanon, Ohio. Upon. leaving
this he took up the sturly of medicine under the
direction of his father, and subsequently eutered
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the Eclectic Medical College of Cin cinnati, fro m
which he was duly graduated in 1872. He commenced the practice of his profession at Springfield,
and here he has since remained, meeting with un qualified success. He l<eeps himself thoroughly
posted upon all the new theories ancl methorls of
practice, and besirles his regular rirlc, has a thriving office business.
Dr. Potter was married in 1878, to Miss Lilly III .,
rlnugbter of Marlison Obenochain, of Bellefontaine,
Ohio, and of this union there have been born five
dtildren, three daughters an<l two sons, one son being deceased. The family residence is located at No.
304 South Fountain Avenue, and with its surround·ing forms one of the attnctive homes of the city.

OLOMON PENTZ. During the early settlement of Ohio the sons of the Old
Dominion came hither in goodly numbers
and contributed their full quota to the
growth and development of the Buckeye State.
The subject of this notice forms one of Virginia's
most worthy representatives and operates a welldeveloped farm!on section 8, GPrman Township,
where, besides prosecuting general agriculture, be
makes a specialty of stock-raising.
Mr. Pentz was born August 17, 1817, in Shenandoah County, Va. and is the eldest son of Philip
and Catherine (Bowers) Pentz who were likewise
natives of that State. The pa~ental family con··
sisted of a large number of children and when but
a lad, Solomon, like his brothers and sisters, was required to make himself useful about the home farm,
while he obtained only a limited erlucation in the
common schools. He remained a member of the
parental householrl until a man of twenty-five years
and was then married, in Derem her, 1842, to Miss
Caroline Zirkle. Mrs. Pentz was born in the same
county as her husband, in April, 1819, and is a
rtaughter of Lewis and Catherine (.Bt·ener) Zirkle,
who were likewise natives of Virginia and spent
the closing years of their lives in Ohio. To Mr.
Pentz anrl his estimable wife wa2 born a family
of six cbild•·en; the eldest of whom a daught~r,
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Anne, died when eighteen years old. Malinda is
the wife of William llay lcr and they live in !lind
River Township, Clarke County. William makes
his home in the city ·o f Springfield; Lewis is a resident of Champaign County; Catherine is the wife
of William Lurton of German Township; Effie remains at home with her parents.
The two eldest children of Mr. and Mrs. Pentz
were born in Virginirt. from which State they emigrated about 1847, settling first in Champaig n
County, of which they were residents for nine years.
They came to Cl arke County about 1856, and settled on the farm where they now reside. Mr. Pentz
is the owner of one hundrcrl and five acres of land
which with the assistance of his faithful and devoted
wife he has accumulated by his own industry and
good management. He is a man enjoying the esteem and confidence of "his fellow-citizens and has
served as Trustee of German Township.
l\Ir. an<l llrs. Pentz are both members in good
standing of the Lutheran Church. Politically Mr.
Pentz is an uncompromising Democrat, and socially
belongs to the Grange at Trem ont City. The paternal granrlfathcr of Mr. Pentz was a n<ttive of
Pennsylvania, whence be •·emovcd to Virginia
~nd there spent his last clays.
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ORACE N . TAYLOR, Postmaster at New

i Carlisle, is also a Notary P.ublic and in -fact,

a prominent man generally in his community. Among th e people where he now
lives be has spent his entire life . He was born in
this town May 20, 18,17, and is the son of Ezra G.
and Elinor (Neely) Taylot·, the former of whom
was a native of Winchester, Va., and born in 1806.
The paternal gmndparents of our suhjeet were
Htephen and Mary Taylor, natives respectiyely of
England and Virginia. After marriage they settled in the Old Dominion where Grandmother
Taylor died. About 18.29 Grandfather Taylor
emigrated to Ohio anrl. settled in New Carlisle
where he spent the balance of his life, dying in
1855, at an advanced age. He lived in his native
Nottinghamsbire probably until after his mnrriage,
~
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emigrating then to America. Both he and his wife
were Quakers in religion . Ezra G., the father of
our subject, after coming to this State, occupied
himself as a mereuant in New Cfirlisle for more
than fifty years. Several times he accumulated a
fortune but met with financial t·evet·ses. He established the first banking concern in New Carlisle
this being known as the Exchange Bank conducted
by the !irm of E. G. Taylor & Co. He was reared
by his parents in the Quaker religion to which he
held firmly during life. He was a member of the
old Whig party during its existence, later was a
strong Republican and nil tlle time an uncompromising Abolitionist.
The motuer of our subject was born at Carlisle,
Pn., about 1818 and died when a young woman in
New Carlisle, this State, in 1847. Her parents
were Major James and •Snrall (Brandon) Neely,
who emigrated to Clarke County, this State, during
its early settlement. Gmnclfather Neely honornbly
earned his military title by serving in a Pennsylvania regiment during the War of 1812. Ezra
and Elinor Taylor were the parents of two children
only : M. Corwin, a tinnet· by trade and living in
Indianapolis, Ind., and Horace N., our subject.
Mr. Taylor of whom we write spent his boyhood
and youth in his native town , attending the common school and assisting his father in the store. He
thus at an early age gained a good insight into
mercantile business and was associated with llis
father until 1877. He then formerl a partnership
with another well-known resident of New Carlisle
and under the firm name of Garver & Taylor they
conducted n successful mercantile business until
1886 . Mr. Taylor then became interested in fruit
trees and dealt in them until .June, 1889. In the
May of that year he received the appointment of
Postmaster and still holds the office. For eighteen
years he has been the Clerk of Bethel Townsllip
and for sixteen years has served as the City Clerk
of New Carlisle. For twenty years· he has acted
as Notary Public.
During the progress of the Civil War Mr. Taylor,
in 1863, entered the Union Army as a private, enlisting in Com puny C, On e Hundred and Twenty- ninth
Ohio Infantry, SPrving until March, 1864. He then
entered the one hundred days' service as n mcm-

ber of Company E, One Hundred and Thirty-first
Ohio Infantry. After being honoratly discharged
from this he, in September, 1864, re-enlisted· in the
Sixteenth Ohio Battery of Light Artillery an<l
served until the close of the war. He received his
final discharge at New Orleans June 10, 1861i. His
field of operations was in Kentucky, Tennessee,
Virginia, Maryland an<! Louisiana. He was the
youngest man in the service from Clarke County
and acquitted himself in a very creditable manner.
For five years after th.e war closed he was Captain
of a company of Ohio National Guards of New
Carlisle.
When a young man of twenty-two years Mr.
Taylor chose for a wife and helpmate Miss Clara
R Garv er, a very estimable young lady and the
dauguter of a prominent family in New Carlisle,
the wedding taking place December 23, 1869. Mrs.
Taylor is a native of the same town as her husband
anrl was born .July 16, 1851. Her parents were
John and Catherine (Fuller) Garv~r, natives of
Virginia who emigrated to Clarke County, this
State, during its earliest settlement and who are
now in New Carlisle. There have been born of
tllis union two children, viz. : Clifford, September
20, 1870, and Mary G-., Marcll 11, 1874.
Mr. Taylor obtained a good erlucntion, attending
first the schools of his native town and completing
his studies at Grier's Commercial College, Dayton,
Ohio, from which be was graduated with honors.
He is a man of clccided business ability, very popular in his community and occupies an enviable
position socially and financially .

iHEODORE HOHL, senior member of the
~) firm of I-Iohl & Lyon is, with his partner,
· carrying on a lucrative trade in groceries
and other commodities of the kind in Springfield,
where he is looked upon as one of the leading
business men. He ts compamtively a young man,
having been hom November 14, 1854, and is anative of N ewark, N.J., the son of John G. and
Anu~ l\1. (Hofman) Hob!, who were born in the
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Kingdom of Bavaria. The latter were of pure
German antecedents and grew to mature years in
.their native country where they were married .
The parents of our subject emigmtc<l to America
in the early part of 1854, locating in the city of
Newark, N. J., w!H!te the fath er followed blacksmithing for a number of years. In 1868 be came
with his family to Ohio, locating in Springfield,
and entered the employ of the old firm of Whitely,
Fassler & Kelly, with whom he remained until a
change in the business and the firm became Warder, Bushnell & Glessner. Mr. Hohl was then employed by the latter as foreman in the rolling
department, where he still remains. The mother
died in Newark, N. J., in 1865. There are living
of the parental family th1·ee children, all boys, of
whom our :;object is ·the eldest. The others, Albert
and Wilber J., are residents of Springfieln. John
G., Jr., died at the age of seven years.
The boyhoon days of Mr. Hob! were spent in his
native city, where he attended the public school
ann made himself useful around the home as required . Upon the removal of the family to Springfield he began clerking for the hardware firm of
Baker & Brown, with whom he remained three
years. Subsequently for the same length of tim~
he also was in the employ of Whitely, Fassler &
Kelly. Returning then to the ha•·d ware business
he was occupien as a clerk for a period of ten
years. In 1887 he formed a partnership with Harvey C. Lyon, embarking in the retail grocery trade
which they have. since prosecuted successfully.
The house is locaten at the corner of Main anrl
Center Streets, and the firm carries a well-selected
stock of staple and fancy groceries. By goo<l
management, promptness in meeting their obliga. tions and courteous treatment of their custom ers
they hnc attained to a !earling position in this
branch of business an<l are considered entirely reliable in all respects.
Mr. Hohl was married Octobe•· 10, 1889, to Miss
Carrie G ., daughter of J. C. Lyon , of Springfield.
Mrs. Hohl was born November 21, 1859, in Cincinnati, ann was !.here reared and educated, remaining unne•· the parental roof nntil leaving it to he
come the mistress of her own home. Politicolly ,I\Ir.
Hob! affiliai"s with the Democratic party . H e ·has

187

been a member of the Boarrl of Enucation for the
past t.uree years and, socially, belongs to Anthony
Lodge ::'ilo. 455, F. & A. 1\i ; Springfield Chapter
No. 48, R. A. M.; Palestine Commandery, No.
33, K. T., and K. of P. No.· 205, Ren Star. Mr.
anrl Mrs. Hohl have a neat a nd attractive hollle at
No. 103, South Race Street, and enjoy the society
of a large ci•·cle of friends .

ACOB HENRY ZELL. Prominent among
the more successful farmers of Spring Valley Township, may be mentioned l\Ir. Zell .
whose energy and perseverance have resulted
in the accumulation of a fair share of this world's
good~, incluning two hundren and four acres of
thoroughly cnltivated land. His native place was
Harrison County , Va., and the date of his birth
Marc b 16, 1827. His parents were John P. and
Mary (Tyson) Zell, who were natives of Pennsylvnnia.
The -paternal grandmuther of our subject, departed this life wLen ber son ,fohn P . was an infant
of three weeks. and he was tben taken to Virginia
by a relative, where he was reared and married.
He served in tbe War of 1812, and was present. at
the battle of Ft. Meigs. Later he followed farming in the Old Dominion , and also· occupied himself as an hotel keeper. He fin ally resolved upon
seeking his fortunes in the West, and accordingly,
in the fall of 1828, when J:wob H. was an infant of
eighteen months, set out ovedand by wagon. and
coming to Warren County, settlc<l near Clarksvilk
He sojoui·ne<l there, however, but a short time, removing thence to the vicinity of Blanchester.
From there, in 1836, he removed to a point a mile
and a half south of Waynesville, where be spent
his last days, dying in 1851. His wife, Mary, ha(t
prece<led her husband to the silent land in 1845.
To the parents of our subject there was born a
family of twelve children, eleven of whom grew to
mature years: George M. is a resident of 'Yaynesville ; Rutbanah is the wife of H arlan Jones, of
Jacl<son County, Kan .; Olive mnrrien .Jonathan
Jones, of that county, and is now deceased: Ze-
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linc'la who was the wife of Davirl Bonnell, dieil in
Mitchell, Ind.; Mr. Bonm•ll is also dcccRscrl; Oliver is a resident of Dayton; Edgar lives in Warren County; Jacob H., our subject, was the nc•xt
in order of birth; Thornton died in Dayton; and
Mortimer in Lebanon, Warren County, the latter
hololing the office of County Recorder; James I-T.
is a resident of Dayton City; Benjamin F. lives in
Springfield; Enos died when a child of three years.
Nine of these cbildren were married, and had families of their own.
The father of our subject, politically, was a stanch
Dcmoeut. The paternal grandfather, Jacob Zell,
was the child of German parents, who emigrated
to America at an early day. He was twice married,
and by the first wife became the father of three sons
an<l one daughter, John P. being one of the sons.
His second wife bore him children, among whom
was T. L., the famous author of Zell's Encyclopedia.
On the maternal side of the house, Grand fath er
Enos Tyson was a nat1ve of Pennsylvania. His
wife bore the maiden name of Ruth Thomas. There
were born to them four sons and five daughters,
viz .: Isaac , John, Thornton, Oliver, Lacy, Mary,
Elizabeth, Milly, and Pcrmelia. Grandfather Tyson was a blacksmith by trade, but also followed
farming, and upon leaving his native State, settled
near Clarksburg, Harrison County, W . Va., where
he purchased seventeen hundred acres of land . He
was then on his way to Ol!io, but did not reach his
destination, dying in the Old Dominion. In religious belief he was a Quaker. After her l!usband's
death, Granilmother Tyson , at the age of sixty
years, came t0 Warren County, tl!is State, on horseback. ~he died at Rochester, nenr Morrow, in that
county.
The suliject of this notice was reared as a farmer's hoy, acquiring his education in the country
schools, and after his mother's death, made his own
way in the world, working first on a farm at $7 pet·
month. He occupie<l himself as a farm la borer,
until a man of twenty-five years. then for one year
opernted on rented lanil on his own aceount. In
1853 he made his first purchase of land-one hunorerl and thirty-eight acres, lying two and one-half
miles south of " ' aynesville. H e occupier! this for

a period of twenty-thrPe years, then removeo to his
present plaee, which comprises two hundred and
four acres. Tl!is under his careful management,
has become one of the finest farms in Green"
County. The land is highly productive, and Mr.
Zell has erecte<l good building-, and availed himself of the most approved machinery in the cultivation of the soil. Politically, Mr. Zell votes the
straight RepubJi.,an ticket. With the exception of
serving two years ns Township Trustee, he has held
aloof from the cares and responsibilities of office.
The 11th of March, 1852, was a memorable day
in the history of our subject, as he was then wedded to Miss Mary A . McKinsey, the ceremony taking place at the ln·icle's home iu Warren County.
Mrs. Zell was horn Jul_v 23, 183l,in Wanen County,
to Patrick and Elizabeth (Bowman) McKinsey, who
were natives of South Carolina and Virginia. 1\Ir.
McKinsey was born November 3, 1805, and was
brought to Warren County, this State, by his parents
in 1807. He tl!ere spent the remainder of his life,
and died near Waynesville on the 27th of August,
1863. He was a man of considerable prominenr,e
in his community, serving as Township Trustee
many years, and was also LPnd Apprais·er. To him
and his good wife there was born a family of seven
sons and three daughters, and one ilaughter died in
infancy. PaLrick McKinsey departed this life in
August, 1863. His wife survived him nearly
twelve years, her death taking place in February,
1875.
Mrs. Zell's patP.rnal grandfather, George McKins~y, was born March 26, 1762, in South Carolina.
The children by his first wife were named respectively, David, Mordecai, Samuel, Nehemiah,
George, Abigail, Naomi, Mary, and Sa.rah. Grandfather McKinsey emigrated fl·om South Carolina
in 1807, and settled on three hundred acres of land
neM Waynesville, this State. He built up a good
homestead, where he spent the remainder of his
days, dying June 11 , 1840. He was of ScotchIrish ancestry, and served in the War of 1812. A
number of his children settled in Indiana.
'l'o Mr. r.nd Mrs. Zell there has been born a family of seven children, viz: Elizabeth, the wife of
Joseph Hawl<e,of Montgomery County; FrankN.,
Ray M., of Zenia; James P.; Nellie .is the wife of
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Thomas H. Evans, Olive Z., the wife of Frank Farr:
and Horace T. Our suuject and his wife are prominently connected with the Baptis~ Church, and 1\Ir.
Zell has always been noted as a liberal contdbutor
to th e enterprises calculated for the good of the
community.

191

County, and iu 1847 became a resident of Ohio,
locating in Spring Valley, this couuty, where he
speut nearly all the remaining years of his life. He
breathed his last October 14, 1871, his widow surviving until 1882. They reared a family of eight
children, of whom N. G., A ..J. , Eliza, Mrs. E . Bunting, and our subject are in this county. The
others are: Amelia, wife of William Kirkpatrick;
Vit·ginia B., wicl<>w of J. D. Hepford, of Council
Bluffs, Iowa; Mrs. Catherine Kauffman, of Canton,
AI\IUEL N. ADAMS. Of all the gallant
this State, and W. H., whose home is in Arkansas.
soldiers who bravely ma1·ched to meet a foe
Samuel N. Ad ams, the subject of this biographno less determined than themselves, of the
ical notice, was born in Bcdfonl f;ounty, Pa., Depatriotic citizens devoting the strength of
cember 15, 1835, and in his boyhood anrl youtll
manhood to their native lanrl , none were mor-3 golreceived such erlucational privilc·ges as were af.
lnnt than he whose portrait appears on the ovposite
forded by the section in which he lived . At the
page and whose biography is herein narrated. As
age of twenty·two years, he left the parental roof
County Recorder of Greene County he has secured
to begin life for ltimself, working at the trade of a
the ronfirlcnce of the people, and is constantly recarpenter, and continuing so employed until aftet·
ceiving evidences of the public approbation. l-Ie is
the breaking out of the Civil War, when he enrolled
always at the post of duty, and with his compreamoug the defenders of the Unio!> . He became a
hensive in sight into business matters and promptmember of Company D, One bun<lrerl and Tenth
ness in executing the det,ils of office work, be is
Ohio Infantry, under command of Col. J . W. Keifrecognizer! as a promin ent factor in the upbuilding
fer, his term of service beginning August 16, 1862.
of ~he city.
As an integral pa1·t of tile Army of. the Potomac,
Being th·st elected to fill a vacuney in the office
of tl1e County Recorder in September, 1881, so ably · l\lr. Ariams participated in numerous engagements,
the list inclncling Union Mills (Va.), Winehester
did he discharge its varied duties that he was duly
Heights, Stevenson's Depot, Wapping Heights,
elected thereto in the fall of 1882. He was re-elected
Brandy Station, 1\Iine Run, t.he Wilderness, i'ipottin 1885 an< I again in 1888, quAlifying each time the
sylvania, York River, Cold Harbor, Petersburg,
following .January. His present te1·m will expire on
Ream's Station (Va.), Monocacy (Mel.), Snicker's
New Year's Day, 1892. That he is fulfilling the
Gap, Charleston and Smitl.Jfield (Va.), Opcquan,
office to the satisfaction of his constituents, his
Fisher's 1-lill, Cedar Creek, Cedar Springs, Peterscontinuance year after yeal' amply proves. He
burg (Va.), !Vlm·ch 25, 1865; and the assault on the
rloes not confine his interest in public duties. to the
same city April 2. At this contest he was wounded
rout.ine of official cares, hut in every mensure havso severely that his right foot bad to be amputated
ing reference to the development of Xenin and
Greene County, he is enthusiastic.
in Washington ten days later, the left foot also being badly injured . H0 spent five months iu tl.Je
Before more fully outlining the history of Recorrler Arlnms, a few words in regard to his anceshospital and was then mustered out in September,
tors will not be amiss. His father, Samuel Adams,
1865, retn7-ning to his home in Spring Valley, this
was born in Leesburg, Loudoun County, Va., and
r·ounty. Mr. Adams received the appointment of
U niterl States store-keeper at ne,wer Station, now
when a young man went to Marylan<i . There he
Trebein's, and served the Govemment in that camarried Miss Nancy Burnston, of Baltimore and
made his lwmc for n time in that State. He was a
pacity there a year, at the expiration of that period
finisher in a woolen factory and removed in order
being tmnsferrerl to l\lt. Holly in the same capacto follow the same business. In 1842 he went to
ity. l-Ie remained in the employ of the GovernFredericktown, Knox County, thence to Delaware
ment until 1871, and then went into the grocery
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business at Spring Valley, continuing the business
until about 1880. In the meantime be held the commission of Postmaster tJnder Gen. G mnt for tl!e
term ending in 1876 ,nnd also acted as Government
store-keeper at Osborn two years. His next move
was to the position which he now occupies and in
which he has worked faithfully and conscientiously.
In Spring ' ' alley, l\Iarch 11,1867, 1\Ir. Adams
le<l to the hymeneal altar l\Iiss Aman<la Riddell, of
that place. She is a daughter of Silas Riddell, an
old settler of the town in which she was born July
1;, 184:!. Mr. Riddell is now rlecease<l but his
widow survives, making her home with her daughter, Mrs. Adams. Of the three children born to
Jllr. anti 1\Irs. Adams, two are yet living, namely,
Rella E. and Gerlru<le. They will receive all the
ad vantages in the way of schooling thnt the means
anrl desire of their parents ca'l compass, an<l such
careful home instruction as will ensure their usefulness in the years to come.
While resi<ling in Spring Valley, Mr. Adams
served the township in the capacity of Treasurer.
Certainly the people h:we manifeste-J their apprecintion of his ability and ehnmcter, an<l it is with
pleasure we 1:ecord the fact. He belongs to the
lodge and encampment of the Independent Order
of Od<l Fellows and to the Gran<l Army of the
Republic. His wife is " womo.n of fine character
and eulturerl mind anrl is esteemed hy the entire
community.
--------+!~·~~· !•
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ENRY BALDWIN, JR., llf.D. An excellent
.
' , stnnding among tbe physicinn~ of Clarke
1f County, has been already reached by this
~ young gent!eman, who is a resirlent of
Springfield. It has been but a few years since he
obtained his diploma and hegan his professional
labors, yet he is becoming well known as a member
of _meilical societies a nil boards, and as one who is
studious, prudent an,i successful in practice. He
already bas ·" fair share of the mc<lical work of this
city and adjacent country , and hicls fair to become
one of its most popular physicians ere long.
The name borne by the subject of tuis sketch in-

~

d icates the English lineage of his paternal ancestors. The first of the family in this section was
Jonah, who came from Virginia in 1804, locating
in Springfield, where he was soon numbered among
the enterprising business men anrl where he held
the office of Justice of the Peace for many years.
He Wa$ also one of the Commissioners appointed by
tile President to meet Chief Tecumseh and negotiate
terms of peace between the settlers and the Indians.
His wife was Amelia, daughter of Dr. William
1\eerlham, one of the first physicians in the village.
Dr. Needham built the first frame house here and
is wrll remembered by the old settlers, not only as
a physician whose practice extended for many miles
but as a man of humor and marked characteristics.
He circulated many stories and incidents of pioneer
times, which being told in his own peculiar style
proved very amu~;ing, particularly as his stuttering
speech made them still more forcible. He retired
on to a fnrm where Lagonda now stands, and after
quite a settlement grew up there, the place was for
some time called Pillville. Dr. Needham died in
1832, while comparatively a young man.
In the family of .Jonah and Amelia (Needham)
Baldwin, was a son Henry, who was born in this
county in 1830. After reaching mature years, he
married Maria Dawson, who was born in Uniontown, Pa., and resided there until her marriage.
She was a daughter of John Dawson of that place
and a niece of Littleton Dawson, a prominent attorney and congressman from Pennsylvania. M1·.
and Mrs. Henry Baldwin are the parents of six chilrli·cn now living, of whom the subject of this s);etch
is the second. The oldest is ·John Dawson, who is
now in Colorado, being a member of tile State
Legislature. Anna B. the third, and Amelia Needham the sixth child, are at home. Louisa B. is the
wife of George S. Dial, Esq.; Richard D. is a stud<"nt in the Cincinnati law school.
Dr. :Ualdwin first saw the light of clay July 17,
1860, in the city which is now his home, He pursued his studies in the public schools, and nfter
finishing the course therein, entered Wittenburg
College, leaving it at the close of his junior year to
begin the study of his chosen prufe"SIOD. He entereil the office of Dr. E. 111. Buckingham with whom
he read for some ~ime, prior to his attenrlance at
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the Jeffet·son Medical College in Philadelphia, Pa.
He was graduated from that excellent institution
in the class of 1883, with the degree of Doctor of
Me<licine. Returning to his home he at once openc<l
an office and began to work up a practice.
The position of City Physician is now held by
Dr. Baldwin and be has served with much-credit.
He was first appointed for one term , but being an
ardent Republican was deposed for political reasons. At the end of the year, howevet·, he was
again appointcil for the term of two years, ani! is
still the incumbent of the office. In the spring of
1889, he was appointed to fill a vacancy on the
Boar<! of Education and set·ws as Chait·man of a
Committee on Supplies.· He also belongs to the
medical staff in the Mitchell Thomas Hospital, and
is Secretary and Tt·easurer of the Cla.rke County
Meilical Society. He hclongs to Clarke Lodge 'No.
101, F. & A. M., and to Springfield Chapter R.
A . M.

-f1",
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ILTON TODHUNTER. The family of
which Mr. To<lhunter is a worthy scion ,
was in former years of considerable prominence in the Uld Dmninion, pm·ticularly
in Loudoun Count)·, where the grandfather of our
subject was born. The family is of Scotch ancestry and for generations belonged to the Orthodox
Friends Church. Isaac Todhunter married Eleanor
,Jury, a native of the same county and also of old
Quaker stock, but probably of English lineage.
In 180;) they left Virginia with their family and
emigrated in wagons. to Highland County, Ol!io,
the entire l\liami Valley being then a wild waste
l<nown ns millitary land . M1'. Todhunter securer! ab~ut one thousand acres in tbe midst of this
heavy timbe1·, his location being determined by a
large spring. !I is grandson says this - spring was
all that could have induced him to stop, as that
pnrt of his possessions was almost worthless, being
broken and barren.
On tl1is large tract of land six miles from the
present site of Leeshmg, Isaac Todhunter and his
wife passed the balance of their -lives, dying full
of years and clinging to the faith which they had
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been taught in early life-that of the Friends'
Church. To them were born six sons and three
drwghtcrs, the second in the family being the father
of om subject. This Isaac Todhunter Jr., was born
in Loudoun County, and was a young man when his
parents removed to Ohio. Here be beeame of age
and married Miss Raehael Reese, losing his birthright in the Frienns' Church on account of marrying out of its limits. His wife was also a native
of Loudoun f'ounty, Va., but had grown to womanhood in Highland County, Ohio, to which her
parents had come in her youth.
After their marriage, Isaac Todhunter, Jr., and
his wife began their wedded life upon a farm where
they spent some years. ~elling it they removed to
Montgomery County, living north of Dayton for
some years, and afterwards taking up their abode
on the Wabash River in the westun part of Indiana.
There Mr. Todhunter died at the age of sixty-five
years. He had been well known to the best classes
where he lived, his reputation being that of a thoroughly honorable and upright man. After his death
bis widow went to live with a son, .Tacob, in ~Viscon
sin and died at his home when eighty-four years
old. She was a typical wife, mother and woman,
her whole life having been a model of correct deportment and nobility of ch aracter. She was the
mother of seven sons and five daughters, three of
the forme•· being all that now survive of that large
eire! e.
Milton Todhunter first saw the light of day in
Highland County in 1821. 1-lis schooling was limited to six months attendance, but being endowed
with excellent natural abilities he has acquired informlltion in other ways, and possesses n tine store
of knowledge fo1· one of his opportunities. He
grew to maturity in his ·native county and there
learned the trades of carpenteJ·ing and coopering,
aflcr,vonl becoming a merchant a nd finally taking
up the study of medicine. He, however, practil'ed
but a short time, retiring from the calling on
account of fai ling health. He has had a varied experience, his faculties having been developed by the
contact with the world in various ways and a fortunc accumulated by his varied methods of employment. All that he has was made by his own effor'ts,
as his parents were very poor. He is now enjoying
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his wealth in quietude, his capital being invested
in refll-esLate and loans. For several years he has
been living Hl Jamestown , Greene County, where
li e is numbered among the better chtss of citi zens,
and receives the respect of all to whom he is known.
Tile wife of Mr. Todhunt er died at their home
in Jamestown, November 3, 1883, a few weeks
a: tor they had settled II ere. She was a native of
Highland County, having be( n born near Leesburg
in 1819, and bore the maiden name of Marg:tret
Moon. She Will' a good and noble woman, whose
life hall been spent in a consistent and faithful discharge of the duties wh ich lay before her,· and of
whom it may well be said "slle bat!; done what she
could." She belonged to the Presbyterian Church .
Iler otherwise happy union was child less.
While he resided in Clinton County, Mr. Todllunter held some of the local offices and at one
time was Mayor of P ort Williams. For two years
he has been n ,Justice of th e Pence in Silver Creek
Township. In religion he is of the Society of
Friends, nnd in politics " firm Republican.

J~

OHN DUKE. The pioneer days o f Moore·
field Town ship, Clark County, developed
many fine characters, among whom may be
~ mentioned him with whose name we introduce this sketch. He is now on~ of the most solid
resirlents of his township, hav ing a good homestead
on section 26, where he has surronnded himself and
his fa mily with all the comforts of life. He was
born November 9, 1809, in Lan cnstet· County, Pa.,
nn<l is the son of John C. and Abig:1il (Klin e)
Duke, who were likewise nntives of the Keystone
State.
The Duke fa mily is supposed to have originated
in Germany while on the maternal sirle of the
house onr subject traces h·i s ancestt·y to England.
The Dukes were known in Pennsylvania in the
primitive c:nys and before a bridge bad been built
across the Susquehanna River, when the cwss ing
was marle on a Hatboat. Twelve chilrlren wcrf' horn
to the pare nts of our s ubject, all of whom gre'l" to
matut·e yenrs. Of the eight sons, John is the only

survivor. The four <laughters are all living, viz :
Elizabeth, Mrs. Powders of Franklin County, Pa.;
Sarah, Mrs. Mull, a widow,nlsolivingin tbatStnte;
Mary E., the wife of William Griffin of Cumberland County and Mat·garet, lllrs. Fletcher, a resident of Springfield, Ohio.
Mr. Duke spent his boyhood on the farm with
hi s father and when eighteen years old began his
apprenticeship at the shoemaker's trade, of which
he soon }]ecame master and commanded journeyman's wages. ] n due time he sLarterl in business
for himself in Cumberland County, Pa., where he
conducterl a shop many years. He took unto himself a wife and helpmate in January, 1834, being
wedded to Miss Jane M . Parks, a native of Cumberland County, Pa., »nd born in 1810. This lady
was the daughter of William and Eltzabeth Parks
anrl by her maniage with our subject became the
mother of eight children only four of whom are
living, viz: William K. of Springfield, this State;
l:inrah E., the wife of James Phillips of Darke
County; Rebecca N ., the wife of Jacob Leos of
Little Rock, Ark., and Adeline, who is living with
her father.
In 1853 Mr. Duke with his wife anrl four children Jeft bis native State and coming to Ohio overlan(l with a one-horse carriage, settlerl in Clarke
County of which he has since been a resident.
Their journey consumed eleven days and the travelers stopped wherever night overtook them, at the
honse of some settler who kindly gave them shelter.
:Mr. Duke selected the land which constitutes his
present farm anrl si nce that time ltas given to it bis
undivided attention, in connection with prosecuting his trac1e. He has been the architect of his own
fortune, hnving no capital, whatever, and very
little education to assist him in his battle with the
world. He now has a well tilled farm of seventy one and three-fourths ac:·es which, in addition to
the proceeds from his trade, affords him a comforLable income.
Mr. Duke cast his first Presidential vote for ,Jackson nnrl·continues a steadfast ad herent of the Democratic party. He has for many lon g years been
connected with the First Presbyterian Church at
Springfield, and is a man bro:1d and liberal in his
views, giving his support to whatever i& calculated
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to improve the county an<l elevate society. His
devoted wife after having been his faithful companion for nearly half a centnry, was called hence
July 25, 1881. She was a lady greatly estcemert in
her community and was, with her husband, a consistent member of tlJe Presbytel'iun Church. After
tlJe labor of a well-spent life Mr. Duke is passing
his declining years at his pleasant home, cared for
by his dul.iful daughte1·, Adeline, and frequently
enjoying the society of m"ny friends.

UGUST WENDT. The German-born element of Clark County recognizes a
worthy representative in Mr. Wendt, who
is the owner of a little over twenty-three
acres of land in German Township besides property
in tlw city of Springfield. His lund is devoted
to gardening in which be is very successful, finding a good demand for his products in the city
and among the people of his community. He is nt
this writing still on the sunny side of forty, having
been born July 22, 1851, in Germany, and is the
eldest son of William !\ncl Amelia ·wendt who were
both natives of Ge•·many. Their family consisted
of five children, only three of whom are living,
viz; August, George and Caroline, the latter being
the wife of Adam P1fer. George and Caroline are
residents of Springfield. The deceased children,
Charles and William, died when about thirty-five
and twenty-two years old respectively.
Mr. Wendt left his native country when three
years old, his parents having decil~ed upon seeking their fortunes in America. Soon after reaching their destination they came to Ohio and for a
number of years resided in Clark County. Not
being quite satisfied with their condition, they then
removed to Indiana, but about four years late1· the
family retnrned to Clark County where the widowed mother with her children has since resided. The father died in Indi,ana ahout 1870.
Mr. Wendt enjoyed only the advantage of a limite•! education bnt be improved every opportunity for reading and obtaining information, and
lteeps himself posted upon events of general inter-
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He comructH.:ed worldng at an early nge nnrl
wae employed mvstly upon a farm until a youth of
sixteen years. From that time until the summer
of 1887 be worker! in a machine shop, munufactUI'ing agricultural implem ents at Spl'ingfiel<l, fur a
number of years being in the employ of the William
Whitely shops.
When a man of twenty-eight ycm·s llfr. 'Vendt
took unto himself a wife and helpmate, being married August 7, 1879, t.o Miss Kate Fetter. The
young people commenced housekeeping in Spl'ingfield and in due time there were born to them four
children-Maggie, Lizzie, Katie and AngnHt, Jr.
In 1883 Mr. Wendt lJUrehased his land and st<trted
in business for himself. H e possesses the qualities
of industry and economy which are pecnliar to his
nationality an<l while surrounding himself and his
family with all the comforts of life, be has the
prospect of a competence for his declining years.
llir. Wendt was rearctl in the doctrines of the
German-Lutheran Church of which he remains a
faithful adherent, an(l politically he is independent, aiming to snpport the men whom he considers best qualified to serve the people. He enjoys
in a marked degree the confidence of his neighbors
anrl fellow citizens and bears the reputation of
being honest in his dealings and oue whose worct
can always be relied upon.

J

OHN NESBITT. The farming commlmity
of Xenia TownslJip is made up of prosperous men-those who have been the arclJitects of tlJeir own fortunes and wlw are amply
deserving of the comforts by which they have been
enabled to surround tbemselvcG. l\Iany of them
were born and reared witlJin its limits as in the
case of Mr. Nesbitt, who first opened his eyes to the
light July 25, 1853. He is the son of an old and
highly respected couple who were early pioneers of
this connty- Nrtthan and Clara (Bretney) Nesbitt,
the form er of whom was a native of the town of
Clear Springs, Md., an<l born in 1809. He came
to this county with his parents, and his father,
Jacob Nesbitt, secured a tract of l&nd in Beaver
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Creek Townsllip, upon which they settled. The
fatller was a potter by trade and carried this on in
connection with far ruin g for a num bcr of years.
Finally Nathan Nesbitt removed to Xenia and
operated a pottery. In 1 85~, however, he r~sumed
farming, locating on the land now occupied hy his
son, .Jolln, our subject. This comprises one llundre<l and forty -six acres which is very fertile and
upon which has been erected a substantial set of
buildings. The parental family consisted of nine
children, six of whom grew to matme years, viz:
Rebecca, the wife of the Rev. Samuel Brewster;
Anna who married the Re v. Jolm vV. Mason; J en nie
an<l Clara, deceased; Sally, 111rs. John 1\I. 1\lurray,
and John, our subject. Nathan Nesbitt departed
this life at the old homestead November 10, 1879.
Th e motller is still living and with all her children
belongs to the lllethodist Episcopal Church. She
is the dau g hter of Tobias Bretney, wllo spent his
lnst years in Ohio. Nathan Nesbitt in early life
affiliated with the Whig party , but died a Republican.
John Nesbitt spent his early years in a comparatively un eve ntful manne r, assisting in the labors of
the farm and attending the common school mostly
during the winter season. He completed llis studies
in Xenia College and celebrated Thanksgiving Day,
1886, by his marriage with llliss Anna E. Stine.
Mrs. Nesbitt was born in London, this State, and
is the daugh ter of John D. and Jennie Stine, th e
former an ex-editor of the Xenia 1'o?·chlight. Mr.
and i\Jrs. Nesbitt are connected with the Metllodist
Episcopal Church.

l

OHN R. RANKIN. The name which in troduces this sketch, is one well-known in Clarke
"
1
County, being borne by a gentleman who is
~~ acknowle<lged to be an excellent representative of a self-made man, and intelligent agriculturisl and fruit-raiser. His home is a small but well
managed farm on section 27, 1\Ioorefield Township,
wh ere be has rEsided for more than thirty years.
Ile owns thirty-one acres of land, tllree acres being
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devoted exclusively to frnit culture, in which he is
quite successful. He has won prizes at the County
Fair for apples which be bas raised, and in tuis
fruit particularly is considered one of the most successful horticulturists of the c·ounty. He has been
fairly successful from a financial point of view, and
has no reason to complaiu of the estimation in
which he is held by his fellow-citizens. In politics
he is a Republican, aud i n all which tends to advance the material and moral prospel'ity of the
section, he is numbered among the public spirited
citizens.
1\Ir. Rankin is a native and life-long resident of
this county, having been born in Springfield, October 31, 182.5. His fa tiler, George Rankin, might
almost be considered one of the founders of that
place, to which he came in 1804, when it was but n
small village, and in which he did much building.
He and James Dallas built the first court house,
and be was not only one of the early builders, but
one of tile most prominent for a number of years.
In his death, which occurred in 1840, the county
lost one of her earliest pioneers, and most upright
and public-spil'ited citizens. He was a soldier in
the Wm· of 1812. In politics he was an Old-Line
Whig, and stmngly opposed to slavery. His wife,
Sarall, was like himself a native of the Old Dominion , and had many friends among the early settlers
of the county. Tileir family consisted of ten chilch·en, of whom but three are now living. They are:
Warren H., of Springfield; our subject; and Eliza
A., wife of John ~till well, of Springfield.
John R. Rankin was reared amid scenes of pioneer life, receiving his education in the early subscription sci1ools of the county, which did not afford
the advantages presented to young men of the present time. He has, however, kept himself wellposted on current events and general topics, by
means of rearling and observation, and is better fitten for the practical work of life, than many who
have received more schooling of a theoretical nntmc. For the past tllirty-five years Mr. Rankin
-has been engaged !p farming and fruit-raising.
On April 25, 1858, lllr. Rnnkin was united in
marriage with Miss l\lary J. Davey, who ahly discharged her duties ns a helpmate and companion
until July, 1870, when sbe was called from time to
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eternity. ~he was born in Hampshire County, Va.,
and was a daughter of Thomns and Nancy Davey.
She bore her husband five chilrlren: Belle; Firlelia,
wife of .Joseph Kearns; Henry, Joseph, and .John
W. After having remained a widowet· for more
tban a decade, llir. Rankin contracted a second
matrimonial alliance, being married November 4,
Jll80, to 1\Irs. Barbam A. Zit·kle. This estimable
lady was born in Champaign County, on the 9th of
March, 1839, and is a daughter of Joseph and
Amelia Printz, early settlers of that county. By her
first marriage, with George Zirkle, she became the
mothet· of three children: Charles D.; 1\Iary E. ,
wife of George Andrew; and Elijah. She is an
able housewife, a kind neighbor, and possesses tbe
intelligence nnd amiability which makes her a pleasant companion, and wins regard from those about
her.

OHN AMBLER SHIPMAN is the worthy
descendant of a noble pioneer ancestry, anr'l
it gives us pleasure to insert in this volume
au outline of his life. He is one of Springfield's favorite and favored sons, who '·native and
to the manner born," has been untiring in his efforts to aid his associates in the business world to
place this city of !Jis birth in the front ranks with
its sister municipalities of this Commonwealth, as
regards its commerce, its varied industries, its
government, its public improvements, and in all
else that go to the making of a progressive, enterpl"ising and thriving city. While he has thus labored he has advanced his own interests nnil has
acquired a handsome competency, which he enjoys
in the beautiful home that he has estaiJlishecl on
Yellow Springs Street, where he lives in retirement,
free from all business cares, excepting the management of his property and investments.
The subject of this biographical review was
'Jorn in this city August II, 1829, his father, Clad<
Shipman, having been a'n e.arly pioneer of the
place, coming here from his native Kentucky when
this city was but an insignificant hamlet. In the
forest wilrls of this region and on the uncultivated
prairies, deer, and other wild game were plentiful,

J
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and he I.Jeinga fine marksman, wasasttecessf Lllltunter and kept the family larder well supplterl with
tempting game. He was an intelligent, wide-awake
man, and !Jeld tbe rank of Brigadier-General in the
i::itate Militia , and bis death in 1830,:wltile. yet in
the prime of life, was a blow to the intet·ests of the
little community of pioneers who had settled in
wilderness. His wife survived him for more than
fifty years, Iter death finally O!!curring in this city
in the home of our subject in 1884, at the venerable age of eighty four years. By her uusband's
dcatu she was left a young widow with the care of
three children, but nobly did she take up the task
that thus devolvecl upon her and trained tuem
carefully to good vn<l useful lives, so that they
might be worthy members of any community
wheresoever their lots might be cast. Our subject
is now the sole snrviver of the family, his brother
Warren and sistet· Annie having both departed this
life. His mot!Jer, whose maiden uame was Ruth
A mhler, was the daughter of one of the most noted
and active of the early pioneers of Springfield and
of Clark County.
John Ambler was one of the earliest settlers of
of this city, coming .bere from New J ersey in 1808 ,
nnd ever after that be was a prominent figure in
the annals of city and county until death rounded
out a life that was an lwnor to himself, his family
and the eutire community. Soon after coming
here he bought a farm in lllnd River Township,
but agricultme was not to his taste, and he soon
sold out and settler'! in Springfield, buying a large
tract of land here, which is now included within
the corporate lituits of the city. He engaged in
the merc,antile business and also l<ept a hotel, beside
taking a part in the management of pttblic affairs.
His bold enterprise and large public spidt were
moving powers in many a scheme for the advaneement of the city and county, and he was always
ready with hand and purse to do whatsoever he
could for the infant colony. He donated the land
for the Preshytedan Church, and contrilmted
largely towards the erection of a house of worship.
When the couuty seat was removed to Springfield
he was elected County Treasurer, ami had his office
in his kitchen, and as a valu able memento of those
early days in tile pioneer history of Clark County.
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ou1· subject has the bookcase in his possession in
which he kept the books and moneys collected for
public use.
John Ambler Shipman, of this sketch, wns but
one .1·ent' old when his father died. He remained
with his mother and attenrled school as opportunity
offerer] until he was fifteen years olrl, wben he was
apprenticerl to learn the trade of a eabinet-maker.
He subseq uently established himself as a furnitnre
dealer on Main Street, and one year later bought a
building on tbe corner of that and Center Street.
A year after that bis business had so increased
that he was justifier! in building for himself, so as
to obtain m01·e commoilious quarters, and buying
a lot on Market StrePt, between Main ani! Hig'1
::itreets, he erected a substantial, conveniently arranged, roomy buil ..ling, in which he carried on a
large and steadily increasi ng trade, <:arrying a fine
lc.t of furniture of all kinds to meet the demands of
nil pu1ses and tastes. In January 29, 1877, he was
appointed Postmaster by Gen. Grant, having seen rei! the recommendations of ::;enat.or Sherman and
Gen. Keifn. He wns reappointed by l'residm•t'
Hayes, an<l continued it: office until 1885, giving entire satisfaction to all concemed, showing
bis eminent fitness fur the position uy his Lusinesslike and mctilo<lical management of the affairs of
the otllcc, by l1is close application to his fluties in
that connection, ani! !Jy his invariaLiy courteous
treatment of those unfler him and of all witl1 whom
he came in contact. Since leaving the office he has
lived retired, attcnfling only to his private affairs.
Among other desirahlc property he owns tbe fine
brick residence in which he lives on Yellow
::;prings Street. He is, as we !Jave noted, liberal
nnd public-spirile•l , anrl is generous with the
wealth he !Jas acquired, spending money freely in
any cause that appeals to his warm heart. He bas
grown up wit!J the city, and has a large circle of
fric:1ds, anfl is of bigh socinl stanrling in tbis comilllouity where he is so well-known and esteemed.
lie is prominently identified wit~ the Independent
On.ler of O:ld Fellows, as a member of Springfield
Lodge, No. 33, anrl belongs to Lagonda Lodge, No.
61, Improved Ord er of R~d Men.
This sketch of our subject would be incomplete
wituuut reference to his devoted wife, the true

borne-maker, wbo bas shared th e joys and sorrows
of life witb him for thirty years. In 1859 be was
united in marriage witi1 Miss Fanny Grant, who is
like himself, a native of Springfield, and a rlaughter of pioneer parents, William nnd Nancy (McCormick) Grant, of whom see sketcll on another
page of this volume. The felicities of their wedded life hav e been enhanced hy tbe birtb of three
cbildren-,Varren , Annie and Earl.

3\yciLLIAl\I I-I. ESTLE. Among those w!Jo
spent tbeir earlier yenrs in industrious toil,
and who are now enjoying the fruit of
their labors, may be properly mentionc"l the subject of this notice and his estimable wife, who are
now retired fl'Om active labor and enjoying tbo
comforts of a pleasant home in l\Iiami Township.
They are ]o(•ked upon ns comprising a po1·tion of
its best element--people conscientious and upright
in their lives, devoted to the interests of tbei•·
children, and who have alway s lived at peace
among their neighbors, doing kindly acts as they
had opportunity. Til ey are eminently wortby of
representation in a wOI'k riesigned to perpetuate
tue names nnd deeds of the oldest and most solid
citizens of Gree ne County.
The subject of this sketch, a son of one of the
oldest pion ee rs of Green Towns!Jip, was born at
his father's old homestead September 3, 1828. He
was the sixtll child of the famil_v, and like his
brotllers and sisters. acquired bis education in tue
district scbo(>l. His boyhood and yontb \Yere
spent after the mann er of farmers' sons at that
time, when no drones were allowed in the bnsy
!Jive at borne, and he acquired those h!lbits of
turift and industry which have been tbc secret of
his success in l!ltcr years. li e at an early age
commenced to lay his pinus for the future, and
when rearly to establish a home of his own was
married, October 29, 18M, to l\[iss Rachel A. Farrow. The young people began the journey of life
together on the ol<l Estle farm, and sojourned there
until 1882, removing thence to Clifton.
To our subject and his estimable wife there was
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horn a family of six children, the eldest of whom ,
a son, William J., died in 1853, when two years
old; Charles Ed win is unmarried an<l remains at
home with his parents; 0. D. mnrrie<l Miss-Hnrricl
Anderson, and occupies the farm of his uncle,
Squire ,James Anderson; he is the father of three
children; Wi!liam D. J. married l\liss Enola Beckett; they have two children and live at the Estle
homestead; l'hebe J. died when one ancl one-half
years old; Henry R. is unmarried and lives nt
home. 1\Ir. and lllrs. Estle have for many years
been identilied with the Presbyteri:tn CIJUrch, in
which both were teachers of the Sunday-school in,
years gone by. Mr. Estle was formerly a Whig,
bul since the organization of the Hepublican party
has been one of its stanchest adherents. He has
served as a member ,,f the School Board of his
district, and was at one time a member of the Clif.
ton Council.
During tlJe progt·ess of the Civil War llir. Estle,
in 1864, cnlislerl in Company D, On e Hundred and
Forty-sixth Ohio Infantry, and served in West
Virginia until the close of the war. He belongs
to the G. A. R. Post at Yellow Springs. His fann
comprises one hundt·ed and seventy acres of welltilled laud,improved with good buildings, inclurling
a substantial residence, two good barns and the
other structmes necessary for the storage of grain
and the shelter of stock; the farm is operated by
the two sons, who have inlu;rited in a marked <Iegree the industry and application of theit· parents.
The father of our subject was William Estle, a
native ot'Ncw Jersey and a wheelwright by trade,
hut who in the latter years of his life engaged in
farming. The mother bore the maiden name of
Abigail Little. She was born in Pennsy I van in,
where the parents were married, and thence came
to Ohio, settling first in Greene County. Later
William Estle purchased land in Indiana, but
nevt'r moved there. He afterward bought a farm
in Green Town ship, Clark County, this State,
where he made his permanent home and died in
185!!. The mother survived Iter hus!:and ten
y<'ars, dying in 1869. They were the parents of
eight children, four of whom are Jiving: Phebe
J ., the widow of the Rev. Moses Rnssell, is a resident of Clifton; Marian is the wife of the Rev.
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William White, and they live in So11th Carolina;
Charles A. is a resident of Osbom, ·this State;
William H., our subject, completes th e list.
Mrs. Estle wns i.Jom ~l<ty 15, 1832, in Kentucky,
an<l is a <laughler of Orson D. and Elizabeth
(firewer) Farrow, who were natives of Mason
County, Ky., where they were •·cored and married.
Thence they removed to Indiana, p•·ior to the
Civil 'Var, locating in Putnam County, where the
father died in 1863. The mother survived until
1884, spending tbe closing y ears of her life in
Clark County, Ohio. Of the six children born to
them four survive- William Henry is a resident
of Indiana; John D. Jives in Kentucky; Hannah E.
is the wife of Robert Gilmore, and makes her
home in Iroquois County, Ill. The paternal grandfatlter of llfrs. Estle was Col. William Farrow, of
Kentucky, who commanded a regiment during tbe
Revolutionary War. He lived to a great age,
spending his last years in Kentucky. Several of
Mrs. Estle's uncles fought as Uuion soldiers in the
l:lte Ci vii War.

ILLIAl\1 FOOS. In the honored class of
self-made men, America can boast of some
names as illustrious as make glorious the
history of any nation . In the career of the subject
of this sketch, whvse portmit will be noticed on
tb~ opposite page, is finely illustrated that of a
man who, beginning life without any means and
<lependent upon his own resources, has made bis
way upward, step by step, until he now occupies
an enviable position among his fellow-men. llir.
Foos is in many respeets a remarkable man, and at
an enrly period in his life gave indication of the
mettle of which he was mnde. He began life's battle for himself at the nge of fourteen ye~trs as the
manager of a farm which he rented from his maternal grandfather. He was successful in his undertaking, and from that time on his career has been
one of which be and his descendants may well be
proud. He is owner of one of the finest estates
in Southern Ohio, this including large landed interests, while in the city of Springfield, to which
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he came in August, 1837, he operates as a banker,
and is otherwise prominently identified with its
most important interests.
About 1861 Mr. Foos was engage,] in private
banking, and when the law creating national !Janl<s
went into effect he changed the institution which
he inaugurated, into the Second National Bank, of
Springfiel<l, and operated it very successfully for a
period of twenty years, each year dedaring a dividend of from 10 to 12 per cent. At the expiration of this time he sold his stock at 100 per cent.
premium on its pa:· va!ne, having decided to dispose of his banking interests on account of illhealth. lie was at that time Prcsi<lent, and his
son, F. W. Foos, was Cashier. He is widely and
favorably known thr0ughout this section of the
country, and is aclmowledged as having . contributed in no small degree to the growth and
prosperity of this country.
In reverting to the antecedents of the subject of
this notice, we find that be was born in Franklin
County, this State, July 14, 1814, and is the son
of Gen ..Joseph and !llargaret (Phifer) Foos,•who
were a:nong tile earliest residents of Franklin, then
the county seut of that county, and who spent
their last days in :\Iaclison, Ohio. Gen. Joseph
Foos was a man of great energy, and took an active part in public affairs. lie received the appointment of Brigadier-General of militia, and agitated
the matte!· of a ship canal across the Isthmus of
Darien. The project was considered wild and impracticable, and was spoken of in those days· as
"Foos' Folly."
Gen . Foos investigated the feasibility of the canal
across that isthmus, and published a pamphlet setting forth the great benefit which would resulo to
the world of commerce from such a canal. He at
the same time prepared maps and plans to further
illustrate the design. Later, and after the death of
Gen. Foos and when Tom Corwin was Senator
from Ohio, the question of the canal was brought
up in the Senate and a senator in his remarks stated
that, owing to the right of discovery of the plan,
England claimed the right to construct and control
the canal. Senator Corwin retorted that such was
not the case, but that tile credit and honor of being
the first originator of that enterprise belonged to

the late Gen. Joseph Foos, and he substantiated
the statement by sending back to Ohio and getting
a copy of the pamphlet..
Gen. Foos was a member of the Ohio Legislatur~
for eighteen years while living in Franldin Connty,
as a representative of the Whig party. The State
Capita! was then at Chillicothe, aud it was in a
large measure clue to the influence of Gen. Foos
that the Capital was changed to Columbus. The
citizens were so well pleased with the efforts of
Gen. Foos on their beilalf that they presented him
with a clloicc lot on High Stt·eet, Columbus, as a
slight testimonial of their regard.
By a sensible application to his studies during
the limited time which he was permitted to spcn<l
in school, our subject acquired a fait· education ,
and after the age of fomteen years was required to
labor for the support of the family. After carrying on the farm n hove spoken of a few years, as.
sisted by two younger brothers, he decided upon a
change of occupation, and began his real business
experience at the age of nineteen years, at Pekin,
Ill.. being employed as a clerk in a dry-goo<ls
store. He furnished his horse and saddle and rode
through the entire journey. At the age of twentythree (1837) be, with a partner, opened a dry-goods
store at Springfield, bnt finding that the partner
was not wholly reliable, he sold out aucl changed
the scene of his operations to Logan and Madison
Counties, continuing in the mercantile businP.ss.
Leaving Logan County two or three years later,
l\Ir. Foos established himself at London, Madison
County, still engaged in the dry-goods trade, but
during his stay in that county he purchased and
improved a farm near London. In 1846 he returned to Springfield and again engaged in merchandising, at which he continued until 185L
During this time he also became interested in a
number of outside bnsiuess enterprises, buying
wool , operating a cotton.mill, and in connect;on
with his brother, laid out ninety acres of land in
Gity lots, making an addition which now contains
some of the handsomest residence property in tl!e
city.
In 1859 William and Gustavus Foos established
a private banking honse, which, in 1863, became
the present Second National Bank. Of this, Mr.
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Foos was President, and his son, Fergus W., was
Cashier. For a period of eleven years, from 1866
to 1877, Mr. Fos~ was a member of tile firm of
James Leffel & Co., manufacturers of tile celeuratcrl
Leffel Turbine water wheel and other mill machinery. It is a recognized fact that all concerned
in this enterpris~ realized large profits,an•l it is but
just to say that the success a ttained was large ly
dne to the energy and ability of l\'lr. Foos and hi s
son, Lamar·, the latter of whom was in charge of
·the branch honse in New York City.
Disposing of llis mercantile interests in 1854,
l\'lr. Foos purchased four thousand acres of wild
land in Champaign County, Jll. He then put up
a neat ~nd substantial residence on High Street, in
Springfield, and concluded to retire from acti ve
business. Only a short time had elapsed, however,
until he became convinced that lle was too young
to retire from active life, and so the banking llouse
of J<'oos & Bro. was · established. About this time
Mr. Foos began developing the plan for the improvement of his Illinois lan ds, and in this enterprise spent thousands of dollars. The result of this
was fully iri accordance with his expectations, and
the great farm tllus opened is probably O!le of the
fin est and uest conducted of any in the West, not
excepting any east or west of the Mississippi. It is
cut through the centre hy the Wnbash Railroad, and
upon it is located tile station and village of Foosland, lairl out and built up mostly by tlw me,.ns
and enterprise of the projector.
The above-mentioned farm is furnished witll an
abundance of water by Lono Tree Creek and Snngamon River, which pass through it, and which also
affords excellent drainage. Further draill'l.ge has
been secured hy fifteen miles of open ditch, and in
addition to this, several thousanrl dollars worth of
tile drains. The farm has tllirty.six miles of lence,
twenty-fi l'e miles of which is fine osage orange
hedge , which at all seasons of the year presents a
beautiful appearance, being neat.ly trimmed, ani!
like everything else about the place, kept in: the best
of orner. The ground is so systematically lain out
anrl the fields are so numbered that, in connection
with a system of monthly reports, Mr. Foos is able
at all times to have a thorough knowledge of the
proceeds and expeu~es, and thus, although he ean

only visit it a few times during the year, he is enabled to understand fully where he stand s financially in regard to it.
.
This farm is lm·gely devoted to stock-raising,
accommorlating usually $40,000 worth, constantly
cared for by a Superintendent. On the place nre
ten lJOuses, also ten bnrns located at conveni ent
points. l\Ir. Foos, in the spring of 1880, soli! two
hunclreLl head of fat cattle at $7.56 per hundred in
his yard, nud their average was seventeen hundred anrl forty pounds. That same year fifteen
hundo·ed acres of ground was subjected to careful
cultivati on, while five hundred acres in meadow
antl pasture land furnish ed abundant food for the
live stock . During some seasons five hundred tons
of hay are cut and eured. Thus, it must be acknowledged, in addition to being a business man of
more than ordinary capacities, Mr. Foos is also a
first. class farmer.
Th e marriage of Willi am Foos and Miss Sarah
Mark was celebrated at the bride's home, in 1837.
Mrs. Foos was Lorn on September 21, 18 17. in
Madison County, Ohio, and is the daughter of
J ames anrl Nancy (Van Kirk) Mark. The fath er
was a native of Lexington, Ky., and the mother of
Bourbon County, Ky. Mr. 1\Iark and Walter Dunn
entered lands in Madison County at Government
prices, and after l\1r. Mark moved on lois lan<l a
tribe of Indian s were on tile lanrl and llelt\ possession for six months. They lived and tlied · in
Madison County, Ohio-tbe father ~gecl sixtyseven, and the mother aged mnety-seven and onehalf years.
In April , 1889, !\h. and !\Irs. Foos purchased the
ground ani! built upon it tile handsome edifice
known as the Church of Heavenly Rest. It is
Gothic in sty le, built of urick with stone trimmings anti slate roof, and fini shed and furnished
in the most complete manner. The entrance is on
Plum Street and the building forms one of the attractioo;s of the city, being in point of ~rcbitecturc
second to nothing of the kind in Springfield. In the
rear of the main builrling is a room for Sundayschool purposes, which is neatly :md handsomely
furnish ed, a.nil the study is sitnated between this
and th e main audience ror•m. Every comfort and
ccnvenieuce is afforded the rector for t he pursu- ·
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ancc of his studies. The present pastor is the Rev.
C. Young. 1\fr. Foos and his wife also purchased
the house and lot nctjoining for a parsonnge. The
total amount expennecl in tllis manner by them
has not been less than $20,000, all of whieh has
been bestowed as a free gift to the cllur.,h, with
the furniture containecl th·e rein. They also paid
$1,000 tow:ml tbe purchase of the magnificer,t
pipe organ. It is hardly necessary to say that both
1\Ir. and Mrs. Foos are devoted members of this
cl1t1rch, whose progress and growtll they have
watched with the warmest solicitude, and in their
substantial aiel have sign::tlized their interest in its
prosperity and welfare. Politically, Mr. Foos is,
and always has been, a stanch Republican .

OHN WALLACE. This gentleman is num' berecl among the leading citizens of t!Jat
1 section of Greene County in which !Je re~ side~, as he was formerly in Enon, Clark
County, where he held the otlice of Postmaster and
otller positions of public trust. He is now occupying one of tlle most pleasant estates in Bath
Township, which comprises one hundred and thirty
acres on seclion 28, which property belongs to his
wife. The farm has been finely improved and
beats every necessary aurl convenient arrangement
in the way of farm builrlings, together with orchards and shrubbery and such adornments as
befit th<> property of persons of taste and comfortable fortune.
The father of our su hject was Thomas Wallace,
a native of England and an officer in the British
army. II is father bad come to America and located
at Newville, Pa., where he died, leaving property.
Thomas 'Vallace obtained a leave of absence and
came to America to secure his fortune, bringing
with him his wife and infant son. Upon reaching
t!Jis country, be found that city lots <lid not mean
as much as in his native land at that time, but,
neverthele.•s, he forgot to return to England, preferring to become a citizen of the United States.
Aftc•· working at various occupations, be became
. overseer of a section of the Cumberland Valley
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Railroad, and later, a conductor, running for years
between Newville and Philadelpllia. He made his
home in the former plnce, becoming a prominent
man in the town, where he died in June, 1843. He
was a believer in the tenets of the Episcopal
Church. IIis first wife, Ma•·y Donaldson, a native
of Scotland, died in tbe Keystone State, leaving
five children. The first-born, Eliza, lives in Philadelphia, Pa.; Sarah, l\Irs. Huston, resides in New
Carlislr, Clall< County, Ohio; the tbil·d child and
olnest Sfln is he of whom we wl'ite; Thomas is deceased; Grizella, Mrs. Johnson, lives in Washington County, Kan . The second marriage of Thomas
\Vallace resulted in the birth of a son, Samuel,
who now lives in Philadelphia; he belonged to a
Pennsylvania regiment at the time of the Civil
\Var, until discharged on account of a shot received
through tbe neck.
Tbe subject of this sketch opened his eyes .to
the light April 14, 1820, in the mother country,
whence the family voyaged to America in a sailing-vessel spending three months on the way. He
was reared and etlucated in Newville, Pa., and
after t!Je death of his mother, w!Jich occuncd wllen
he was eight years old, he went to live with a Mr.
Coil, with '':hom he remained some seven years.
He then worked on a farm until nearly seventeen
ycnrs old, when he was apprenticed to a tailor until
twenty-one. After serving llis apprenticeship, he
did journey-work up and down the .Juniata River
nn~il 1846, when he came to Ohio.
Locating at Enon, Clark County, ll'lr. Wallace
opened a tailor shop, which he carried on untii
appointed Postmaster, in 1852. He served during
the Pierce and Buchanan administrations, after
which be began grafting in the En on Nursery an <I
became Snperinten<lent of it. In 1866 he mane
ano~her cllange, l>eginning a mercantile bn~iness,
and continuing the same four years, after which he
sold out and removed to Holt County , lllo. There
he found employment nt different occupations,
principally in grafting and otller departments of
t!Je nursery business, until wme time time after
his removal, when he purchased a small farm,
operating the same until 1882. He then returned
to Enon, and the next year removed to Osborn,
where he has since made his home. The farm ou
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which he lives is rent.ed, ann he and his wife are
enjoying merited rest from the more arduous
labors of life, finding abundant occupation m social and religious duties.
Mr. Wallace contracted his first matrimonial alliance November 24, 1842, in Pine Grove, Pa., the
brirle being Miss Martha Bnsl!, a native of that
place, who died in Missomi, October 8, 1878. On
MarclJ 14, 188J, he led to the hymeneal altar Mrs.
Elizabeth (Cox) Staats, a lacly of more tl!an ordinary intelligence and nobility of character, wLose
family hi~tory is one of interest. She was born in
Oshorn;Apl"il 17, 1831, uad common scl!ool advantages and exceptionally good home training.
Sh e remrtined with her parents until her marriage,
Decemhet· 3, 1850, to Mr. Edward Staats, who was
assistant transportation agent at Springfield. He was
horn in Albany, N. Y., Januat·y 21, 1810, was
renrecl and educated in his native city, where he
began clerldng while but a boy. He subsequently
went South, where he was in business for some
years. He was a fine penman. Becoming bookkeeper and assistant agent at Springfield, in the
employ of the Mad River and Lake Erie Railroad,
he macle that city his home until his removal to
Osborn. He clied in Detroit, MdJ., in 1862. His
widow remained with her father until her seconcl
marriage, spending the best years of her life in caring for her parents, a duty whit:lt she performed
cheerfully and with pleasure, and which affords
her gratification in the retrospect. She bore her
fir"t husband two children-John C. and Harriet
Blecker, the latter of whom died when five years
old. Tl!e son was graduated from 'Vilts Commercial College, at Dayton, became a successful miner
in Colorado, and is now a merchant in Aspen, of
the Centennial State.
The original ancestors of Mrs. Wallace were Hollanders, Peter Nne, the first IJJale ancestor, being
one of the original settlers of New Amsterdam.
He owned property where Wall Street and the adja~ent territory is now located. The family later
settled throughout New Jersey, and still later in
Virginia. The grandfatl!er, Judge John Cox, was
born in Bridgewater, Somerset County, N.J., Jun e
6, 1774. He was married in 1794 and a cou[Jle of
years later removed to Harrison County , Va.,
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wl!ere his son John opened his eyes to the light
September 16, 1800. A year after that event,
Judge Cox, with llis family, came to Greene
County, Ohio, locating in Bath Township, and for
a tim e engaged in farming and n ~e rcantile business in Fairfield. Two years after his arrival he
made arrangements for the purchase of a large
tract of land from Jonathan Mercer, who was living near the v illage, ancl who had a pre-emption
right to some valuable lanrls in the valley. Tile
tract purchased was nortl! of Fairfield, bordering
on the waters of tile Matl River, inclurling the
present site of Osborn ancl the adjoining territory .
The house first built upon it was of logs, its location being opposite the present site of the Methodist Episcopal Church, of Osborn. .Judge Cox
took a boat load of flour down the river to New
Orleans, the conveyance being a flat-boat, which
was the usual means of rivet· t:·atlk, and taking the
fever , ile died soon after his return home, in 1821.
John Cox, h.•ving been brought to this county
when but an infant, grew to manhood here, acquiring all the education that was possible under
the limiterl school privileges of the time. By observation and indivirlual study he added largely
to the knowledge he obtained in the schoolroom ,
until his dying day keeping up his interest in the
progress of the worlrl. After his fatl!er·s death he
located on the old homestead, bougl!t out the rest of
the heirs, anrl by <liligence, economy and hard labor
soon made uis way out of debt. He took care of
his mother and improved the original Uox f>trm,
a<lding t.o it truct after tract, until he hac! several
hundt·ed acres of fine lanrl besirle the original purchase. He also owned property in Dayton. town
lots in Osborn and a fa1·m ncar Rushville, Ill.
In 18.10 a survey was made for an extension of
the old Sandusky Railroad, and it was soon afterwan! built to Dayton. Mr. Cox , whose public
spil"it and interest in all improvements and matters
of progres~ are well lmown, donntcil the land
wan.ted by this railroad for right of way, and a
station wns made near the old homestead . Town
lots were laid out, alfa he built the original buildings of the town, both private and public ancl to
his rlctermination, sngacil.y, energy and generosity
Osborn owes much of what it is to-day . It was
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ber 5, 187i. Her father, Squire Abraham Cook, a
laid vut in 1851, an<l first called Elizabctutown,
but soon afterwnrd tl!e name was changed, a n!l it
native of New Jersey, was a shoemaker there. He
finally came to Oilio, locating near Fairfield, this
was given by Mr. Cox that, which it now bears, in
l!onor of the gentleman who was tllen Superintendcounty, <mel afterward taking up his abode on a
ent of tllC llhd River and Lake Erie Hailroad. 1\lr.
farm in Bethel Township, Clark County, two ancl
Cox afterwarcl made five a<lditions to tbe town,
a half miles north of Osborn, where he engaged in
farming until his cleatb. He was a prominent citiand through his generooity and business foresight
the Atlantic and Great Western Raill'l)ad was also
zen, was one of the first P•·esbyterians in the settleinduced to pass through his farms. He and James
ment and was well known as a rigid Calvinist. To
and Samuel Kable built and were the original
Mr. and Mrs. John Cox seven children were bom,
o\vuers of the mills at Osbo rn , which were put up
lii rs. Elizabeth Wallace being the third. Of the
many yca•·s beforo the town was built; they were
others, 1\frs. l\iary Johnston is now deceased; Jonarebuilt by S:unnel Stafford, and later by .Joseph
than C. lives near Yellow Springs; Mrs. Julia A.
Harshman.
Worloy lives in Osborn; William H. died in Bath,
In 1868 Mr. Cox built tl!e llouse where our
Township in 1887; .John C. is in the grocery busisubject now lives, an<l there spent his last years.
ness in Dayton; Theo<lore F. lives in Bath TownFor two or three years prior to bis <'Ieath be was
ship.
l\Ir. Wallace during his residence in Enon served
confined to his berl most of the time from pamlysis, but his mental faculties were well preserved , on the School Board and in the Common Council;
and he was anxious to learn the daily happenings
he was also Mayor of that city one year. He beand important events, keeping himself well inlongs to the Ancient Free and Acceptecl Masons,
formed , and but little escaping his memory. He
at Osborn , and has been demitted from the Royal
was always serene and happy as in his youthful
Arch l\Iasons nnd Council. In politics he is a
days. He breathed his last at 6 o'elock on the
Democmt, while his wife is an equally stror.g bemorning of Easkr Sunday, April 9, 1882. He
liever in the . principles of the Republican party.
had always favored the building of schoolhouses
He belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church, in
and churches, and left the Metlw<list Episcopal
which he llas been Class-Leader and Trustee. 1\frs.
Society, of which l!e was a member, a small legacy
\\' allace is a consistent member of the Presbyterian
to pay tile balance of their churcil debt. For about
Church.
eighty-oM years he bad lived in the county, and
bad seen the vast Northwestern Tenitory change
f•·om the almost interminable grounds of the Indian tribes into cultivated farms, towns and eities, ' eAPT. SAMUEL A. TODD, a resid6llt of
through which ran the great highways of the
Springfield, who is prominently and honorAnglo-Saxon race; and the Government ebanged
ably identified with the civic life of Clark
from that of t erritorial clependence, into that of
County, as County Reeor<ler, is a native of this
large States teaming wit!J an industrial and selfsection of Ohio, a fine representative of well-known
governing population. It must have been a great
pioneer families, of this State, and in both his public
source of pleas urfl to witness the improvements
~nd private career has shown himself to be a worthy
aroun<l him, to w!Jich his own band had so largely
son of the soil. The Captain is a veteran of the
contributed, and in his declining years enjt>y the
late war. He was in the prime and vigor of early
ruanhoocl, when the civil strife broke out, truly a
esteem of his fellow eitizens and many frienrls.
T!Je wife of Joiln Cox and tlte mctiler of l\Irs.
"time that tl'ied men's souls," and he showed of
Wallace was Harriet H. Coek, who was born in
what stuff be was made, by laying aside all personal
aims and ambitions, to take his place among the
Morristown , N . J., May 4, 1804. She was educaterl
tbere, was a member of the Presbyterian Church,
brave fellows wl.to ha<l volunteered to defend the
Union, and as a leader of men on many a bard
and cheered l>y her faith entered int o rest Octo-
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fought hattle.field in the terrible years that followed he won a military record of which hi's Stnte,
his fellow·citizens, bis wife and children may well
be proud.
Capt. Todd was horn in Green Township, this
connty, June 22, 1836, coming of a sturdy pioneer
race, from whom he inherited those marked traits
of character that have made him prominent in
every walk of life in which duty or circumstance
has led him. James Todd, his father, was born in
Washington County, Pa., his father, bearing the
same name, having come to this country from his
nattve Ireland when he was a young man, anu settled in that State. He followed his trade of a
millwright tliere until about 1810, when he came
.l o Ohio, an<l located on what is now known as the
Todd's Fork of the Little Miami River. He was
an early pioneer of that section of the State, and
worked at his tl'ade there many years, :mel there his
life was brought to a close at a ripe old age. He
was a Presbytel'ian, strong in the faith, and was respected for the integrity of his life. The maiden
name of his wife was Mary Brand, and she was, it
is thought, born in Philadelphia. She spent the latter part of l!er life in Warren County.
The father of our subject was a lad of fourteen
years when his parents removed to the wilds of
Ohio. He learned the trade of a millwright of his
older brother, and was actively engaged in it while
a resident of Warren County. But the pioneer
spuit of his father was strong within him, and he
sought a home in the more recently settled region
of Clark County, shrewdly foreseeing that artisan~
of his calling and skill, would be in demand in a
newly.settled country, and coming here in 1Rl5,
he assisted in building many of the first mills ever
erected in this part of Ohio. He carried on his
tmde many years, but a man of large enterprise, he
founrl time to devote himself to oth~r things, and
buying a large tract of land in Green Township,
he superintended the improvement of a farm. which
uncle•· his able management, became one of the
finest in that locality. He erected one of the first
brick houses in that township, and in the last years
of his life lived in retirement, having accumulated
a hQndsome competence. December 29, 1863, he
rounded out a life, whose record was unblemished,
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anrl while his memory will ever be held in respect
by his children and children's children for what he
was af a man, he will also be held in remembrance
by the county at large as one of its honorcrl pio·
neers. The maiden name of the mother of our subject, was Elizabeth Garlouglt, and she was born in
1\Tashington County, Mrl., Jan nary 12, 1799. Her
parents coming to this county when she was a
young girl, she was reared amid its pioneer scenes.
She was an auept in all the household art<~ of those
days, used to spin and weave, and make all the
cloth worn in the family, and she did all her cooking before the open fire in the huge, olrl-fasbioned
fireplace. She lived to a good old age, dying April
13, 1890, in the home of a daughter adjoining the
old homest•md, where so many years of her life
were passed. The father of our subject was reared
a Presbyterian, and was true to the faith of his
fathers all his days. His mother was reared in the
Lutheran Church, but at the age of seventeen was
converted from that faith to Presbyterianism, and
joining the church of that denomination at Clifton,
in Greene County, was a devoted member until her death, a period of seventy-three years. She
was the mother of nine cbildl'en, all of whom grew
to manhood and womanhood, namely: Margaret A.,
John H.; Mary A., deceased; Catherine A., William B., Sarah M., Samuel A. , Nancy N. , and James.
John H., and Catherine are deceased.
The maternal grandfather of our subject, .John
Garlough, was intimately connected with tbe history of the first years of the settlement of Clark
County, while his father, John Henry Garlough,
was the first pioneer to die in Clark County, his
death occurring in what is now Green Township
in the year 1810, and he lies sleeping the last
sleep, in what is now called Garlougl.t's Cemetery. He and his son were born in Germany
by the fantous river Rhine. He emigmted to this
(;OUntry in Colonial times, and served with honor
in the Revolutionary War, in the interests of thd
colonists. As n memento of that event, the sub·
ject's brother, James, bas a watch in his possession
that the great.grandfather purchased of a British
officer. During the strife, Mr. Gar!ougb settle<l in
·washington County, Mel ., where he resided until
1807. He then came to this State, and cast in his lot
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with the early settlers of Greene County. He spent
one year tberc, and then came to Clark County
in 1808, but his life was of brief duration after
his set.llemcnt in Green Township, his deat[J occurring as before mentioned.
The maternal grandfntbc•· of our subject w·as young when his parents
came to America, and be was reared and married
in Maryland . Ile was a slaveholder while a resident of tuat State, but the Constitution of this Stale
forbade slavery, so that be had to leave his ,]aves
behind when he came here to found a new home in
1807. After spencling- a year in Greene County,
be came to Clark County, and was one of the earliest settlers of what is now Green Township. At
that time the greater part of Ohio was in a wild,
sparsely settled condition, lncliaus still living here,
and the most of the land in the llands of the Government., and for sale at $1.25 an acre. Deer, bear,
and other wile\ animals were plenty, and were often
tronblesome to the settlers. 1\fr. Carlough bougllt
eight lmndred acres of land , erected upon it a large
log house, and at once commenced the task of clearing a farm fwm tuc wiltlerncss . He also gave llis
attention to other enterprises, building a sawmill,
one of t.he first in that section of the country, a ud
mnde prep~rations to erect a gristmill, when his
life, tout bade fair to be of great use in rleveloping
the resources of the county, was brought to a prematme end by his death, which was caused by an
ox goring him. The maiden name of his wife,
gmndmotber of our su bject, was Margaret Eicbelharger, and fhe was born in Mary land, of German
ancestry. Both she and her husband were Lutherans in religion.
Capt. S. A. Torld obtained the rudiments of education in the local district school, which was further
adv:mced by his attenclance at select schools at Clifton and Cedarville. He resided with his parents
until his marriage, and then settled on his fatllcrin-law's farm, lrhere he remain ed, C!lrrying on

agricultural pmsuits until 1858. In \,hat year he
established himsl'lf in the grocery businPss at Concot·cl. and in 1660 bought an interest in a blacksmith_shop, and continue<! in business there until
lRGl. The patriot.ic blood of a Revolutionary
granclsire cour3e<l througll his veins, and he determined with characteristic loyalty to help save

the union of the country for w·bose freeclom his
grandfather bad fought, and as soon as he could
settle his affairs, he enlisted in ,July of that year as a
private in Company F, Forty-fourth Ohio Infantry.
He was soon promoted from the ranks to be First
Sergeant of his company, and in June, 1862, his
gallant service gained him promotion to he Second
Lieutenant. Early in 1 !363 his cool daring in the
heat of battle, an<l his marked efficiency as an officer, his modest hearing, and his habit of doing his
duty at whatevet· cost, all of which bad been carefully noted by his supe•·iors in command, raised
him to tlle position of First Lieutenant, and at
Knoxville, Tenn ., in the same year, he was assigne<l
to tbe staff of the unorganized brigade, and as First
Lieutenant, commanded the Ninth Tennessee Cavalry during the siege of Knoxville, and his brilliant
services gained uim new honors. He built the line
of works around the east side of the city, and whenever practicable led his troops to the onslaught,
animating them to brave dcerls. After that experience he was assigned to the First Brigarle, Third
Division, Twenty-third Army Corps, as Assistant
Commissary Sergeant, under Col. S. A. Gilbert, and
uc aeterl in thnt capacity until his regiment re-enlisted. He re-enlisted with Company F, Eighth
Ohio Cavalry, ancl was chosen Captain of the company by his enthusiastic comracles, untl receive<l
his commission, but was not mustered, and on the
organization of t.hc regiment, the honor was pai<l
him of selecting him for l\Iajor. But Gov. Brough
refused to commission him for that position, as he
had issued an onler in February, 1864, announcing
that all promotions would be by seniority in rank.
Our subject was with his regiment until November,
186-1, when he was obliged to resign from the army
on account of disability, as an almost continuous
service of three long years and more, with its attenrlnnt hanlships, sacrifices, and discomforts, uad
told on a na tura lly vigorous constitution, and he
was honorably discharged at Hart's Island, in New
York Harbor. He returned to his home in Green
Township, to his anxious family a nd many friends
who gladly welcomed him in their midst, and paid
him the honor due to the hero of many battles.
Being unable to perform any manual labor, the
Captain entered Harrison's Commercial College,
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and after pursuing a thorough course of study in
that in stitution, he accepted a position as clerk and·
book-keeper in Springfield, acting in those combined
capacities until 1870, and then started on the road
to represent the house of Babitt, Harkness & Co.,
wholesale g rocers of Cincinnati, and for nine years
traveled in Ohio and Indiana in their interests. At
the ex piration of that t ime he engaged in the mercantile brokerage business one year. in Iniliannpolis, and in 1881 return ed to Springfield, and shortly
after was nominated by the R epublican party as
Rer.onler of Clark County, was elected the same
fall, was re-electerl in 1 R84, and again in 1887, and
is now serving his third term, and is one of ou r
most popular and efficient officials. He is a man
of hig h personal standing, of unblemished reputation, of generous feeling, an it fine public spirit, an it
advances the interests of his native county in whatever way he call. His calm jttrlgment, rare business talent, and wide experience fit him ad mirably
f01· civic life. He and his amiable wife and family
arc prominent in religious and social circles; they
are valued members of the Presbyterian Church;
and the memories of his war days at·e k ept alive by
his connection with the Grand Army of the Republic as a m ember of Mitchell Post, No. 45, and of
the Ohio Comman dery of the Loyal Leg ion.
In his private !ifc our subject is blessed with a
true wife, .to whose influence he owes much hap piness. He was married J•nuary 3, 1856, to Miss
Marietta Wood, a native of bpringfield Township,
this county, am! a <laughter of Thom as S. and
Rhod a (Morton) Wood. Beven children complete
the ho usehold of our subject and his wife, as follows: Allie E., William B., Edith, James A. , Fred
K, Edwin ~';., and Clinton E.

J

OHN RIFE. In the career of Mr. Rife, one
of the leading men of Miami Township,
G ree ne County, is finely illustrated the results of perseverance and industi·y. He
began at the foot of the ladder in life, without
other resources than the physical stt·ength with
which nature bad endowed him an•i the determina-
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tion to be somebody in the wurld , socially an rl
finan cially. He possesses a large amount of " pure
grit," and seldom undertakes anyth ing of which he
does not make a success. li e i.Jelicves that there
is always room at the top, a nd has a most healthy
respect for the America institutions which enable
any man to rise, no matter what may have been
his condition or anteceden ts.
Coming of substantial ancestry and a native of
Pennsy lv ania, l\11'. Rife was born near the famous
battle g round of Gettysbmg, Septerhber 24, 1832.
He never attended school a <lay in his life, but
this would scarcely he suspected, as he first managed to learn to read, and by keeping himself
posted in regard to cu rrent events, and hav ing
a natmal adaptation to business, he is found to be
an exceedingly well-informe<i ma n, not in the ·least
behind his n eighbors, man y of whom enjoyed
liberal ad vantages in their youth . He commenced
paddling his own canoe at the age of sixteen years,
chopping wood in the mountains, and even then
gave to his father the greater part of his eam ings.
At the age of seventeen he began an apprenticeship at blacksmithing and serve•l two years.
In the spring of 1852 Mr. Rife emigrated to
Ohio, a nd hired out to a man t o chop wood at
thirty-three and one-third cents per cord . H e was
strong and robust, and usually put up his three
cords per day, nearly every day nntil harvest time.
He then cut whent at sixty -two a nd one-half cents
per acre, a nd made over $2 per day. This was
before the days of reapers and mowers, and when
wheat was cut with a cradle. After harvest be
worked at his trnrle for William Cowan, o f Springfield, remaining with him until September following.
In the meantime he put the iron on a
carriage, which is still being nsed and in good condition.
We nex t find Mr. Rife in Springfield, Ill. , keep.ing his eyes open to what was goi ng on nroun rl
him, a nd listening to the speeches of Douglas and
Lincoln dming the campaign of 1852. Next be
crosse<! the Mississippi and for a time sojourned at
Dubuqut', Iowa. Then returning to Illinois. he
spent the winter at Naples, worl<ing at his trade.
In Marc h, 1853, he returned to Pennsylvania, remaining there until the following August. N ext,
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star ting out once more for the 'Nest, be established
himself at Logansport, Ind., where be worked at
his trade through the winter antl in the spring
came back to Ohio.
Putting up a blacksmith-shop in what was known
as the Gillett neighborhood , l\Ir. Rife worked at
his trarle until harvest time, then went into the
wheat fields ag9in, working for William Kelly on
the Cl ifton and Springfield Road one month. Later
he associated himself il\ partnership with S. H.
Marsh<~ll, at Pitchin, C!:trk County, and they operated a blacksmith-shop until Mr. Marshall went
West. Mr. Rife then took S<tmuel Hatfield as a
partner, but not long afterward sold out and became the employe of his partn er.
In 1858 Mr. Rife went to Selma, Clark County,
Ohio, where he worked at his trade until 1862.
Being troubled now with an affection of the eyes,
he dctel"mined upon a change of occupation, and
lensed twelve hundred acres of land from the Taylor
heirs in Greene and Clark Counties. He operated
this successfully for five ye~rs, thP.n sub-leased it
and afterwanl effected a sale in behalf of the hei rs.
In April, 1866, llfr. Rife purchased the land
which he now owns and occupies. The original
tract embraced two hundred and twenty-eight
acres, to which be subsequently added one hundred and seventy-six acres. He settled upon it in
1867, and has since maintained his residence there.
He has deeded one hundred acres to his son Stephen
K., and also one hundred acres to George, but has
sufficient remain i.ng, in afldition to his possessions
in Kansas, to defend him against want in his old
age. The home farm was originally a part of the
well-kuown R,mdolph tract, owned by Richard
Hanclolph, a relative of ,John R"ndolpb, the old
hero of Roanoke. Mr. Rife put up all the lmildings on the place, and effected all the other improvements thereon. In accomplishing this no
small outlay of time, labor and money has been
involved, but he bas reason to feel well repaid for
his lrrhor and his investment of capital, as he llas
a substantial and .comfot·table home, and one which
forms a fitting monument to his industry and perseverance.
For nearly thirty-four years 1\Ir. Rife has been
accomp:mied on the jo urney of life ·by a vet·y

estimable lady, who in her girlhood was Miss
"Mary J . Kitchen, and to whom be was joined in
wedlock September 25, 1856, at the bride's home
in Clark County, Ohio. Mrs. Rife was born Au_gust 11, 1836, in Clark County, and is the daughter of Abl"abnm and Matilda (Jones) Kitchen, the
former a native of Warren County and the latter
of Greene County, this State. For over seventy
years they were residents of Clark County. Both
died in 1888, !\Irs. Kitchen in the month of April
and her husband in June following. They were
the parents of eight children, five of whom are
living ant! who are residents of Clark County,
Ohio. Mrs. Rife was g iven a good education, and
followed the profession of a teacher some time before her marriuge.
Ten children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Rife, the
el<lest of whom, a son, George W ., married Miss
Jenny Garlougb, is the father of three children and
lives at the homestead; ~tephen K. married Miss
Ada Stormont and lives. in Harper County, Kan.;
they have two children; John B. and Frederick F.
are unmarried; the former is at home and the latter
lives in Harper County, Kan.; Anna and Frank A.
died at the ages of three and eighteen years respectively; Mary M., William C., Maggie B. and
Lee E. remain under the parental roof. Mr. and
Mrs. Rife are prominently connected with the
United PrP.sbyterian Church at Clifton, in which
Mr. Rife officiates as a 'trustee, and in which !Jis
sou, George W., is a Ruling Elder. Mr. Rife is
a teacher in the Sunday-sclwol, and his daughter
Mary is secretary of the same.
For fifteen years Mr. Rife bas been a member of
the School Board of Clifton, officiating as President and Treasurer. He was for some time the
Trustee of lliiami Township, but finally resigned .
He !Jas held many positions of trust and responsibility in tlw adjustment of property, servi!Jg as
executor of the Rakestraw estate, which he settled
up satisfactorily, and be was also administrator of
the estates of William Tennybill and James A.
Johnston, of Bath Township. He was elected "foreman of the jury at Cincinnati which tried Hopkins,
of the Hopkins and Harper Fidelity Bank, in the
winter of ·1 888-8Q. This case attracted universal
attention throughout the country, being one of the
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most important of any which has come before th6
public in connection with the wrecking of a l.Jank,
and in which the guilty parties were convicted
and sentenced for a term: of years.
The father of our su.bject w:ts Daniel Rife, likewise a native of tbe Keystone State, and born
about 1795 near Gettysburg. He was reared to
farming pursuits, which he followed o.ll his life.
He was married in 1829, in his native State, to
Mary Foremo.n, who was born in Adams County,
Pa., in 1800. They spent their entire lives in
their native State, the moth er dying in 1870-and
the father about 1875. Of this union. there were
born five children, viz.: Catherine S., who died in
Pennsylvania when about thirty years old; John,
our subject; Peter and David , both residents of
Pennsylvania, and Samuel, who lives in Illinois.
There were also born to the motbe1' five ehilrlren
by a .previous marriage. Besides the farm on which
he resides, 1\Ir. Rife owns three hundred and
twenty acres of farming land in Harper County,
Kan., and whicb is occupied by his son. There
also he has fine improvements.
Mr. Rife was reared under the wing of the Democratic party, but sojourned in Kansas during the
border tronl.Jks, and the scenes which he then witnessed had Lhe effect to convert him into a thorough Abolitionist. He then joined the Republican party, remaining with it uutil the fall of 1888,
when his warm interest in the temperance movement led him to identify himself with the Prohibitionists. He is totally opposed to the manufacture
and sale of intoxicating liquors, anrl could he bave
his . way al.Jout it they would soon be swept from
Lhe face of the earth:
A lithographic portrait of Mr. Rife will l.Je
found elsewhere in this volume.

OSEPH W. PAGE.

J

This intelligent, enterprising and Christian gentleman is now engaged in agricultural pursuits in Pleasant
Township, Clark County, and ranks among
the leading fanners and stock-raisers of that welldeveloped region. He was born January 3, 1853,
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in this cou nty, and was reared on a ft1rm , r('ceiving

an excellent education in the common ~chools . He
adopted the profession of " perlagogue, but after
teaching in the common schoo!H some ten years
t urned his attention to the work in which he is now
engaged. After his marriage which occurred
December 22, 1881, he located in Moorefi eld Township, whence in Mmcb, 1887, he removed to his
present home. T his is two and one-balf miles southeast of Catawba, tlJC farm which he owns and
occupies consisting of one hundred and sevPntyseven acres. TIJ<. estate bears adequate improvements and is a home of culture as well ItS of
comfort.
The worthy lady wbo presides with acltllirable
t>tct and grace over the home of Mr. Page, became
his wife December 22, 1881. She bore the maiden
name of Sarah E . Yeazel and was born in Cuampaign County, November 14, 1863. Sue belongs
to an excellent family which bas long been represented in this county. She received.exc~.!len t advantages in her maidenhood and is instilling into
the youthful minds of her daughters-Bessie B.
and Mary E.-the principles of conduct which
sbould be manifested by all. She is a consistent
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, as is
hel' husband. He belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
The grandparents of !\'Irs. Page were Jacob an<l
Ellen (Foley) Yeazel , who came from the Old
Dominion to this county, being early settlers in
Moorefield Township. Their son, John A., was
born in that township, an<l after reaching years of
maturity married Mary Ann Bairrl, who belonged
to an equatly respectable family in Harmony
Township.
In the paterna.! line , Joseph W . Page is descended from .JonatLan Page, a native of North
Carolina, who removed tbencc to Kentucky, where
his son, James C. was horn, May 6, 1795. From
the vieinity of Cynthiana the family removed to
Clark County, Ohio, in the fall of 1803, locating
in Moorefi etrl Township, neat· Moorefield Chane!,
where James Page grew to manhoo<l . He died at
the home of his son, Jonatban II. , in Pleasa nt
Township, .July 31, 1886. He married Keziah
Harris, who was born Mnrch 20, 1803, in the East-
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ern part of the township. to which her parents had
come from New Jersey. She died i\1arch 10, 1864.
To this worthy couple ten ehildren were born, and
named respectively, Hannah A., Jonathan H., Jacob
A., Sarah, Achsah , James N., Isaac E., KEoziah,
Jqseph L., and May J. The last named died in
childhood.
.Jonathan H . Page, the second child in the family above notecl, was born April 10,1827, and on
October 15, 1863, removed to Pleasant Township,
where he resided until i\fat·ch, 1869. l-Ie then went
to t'angamon County, Ill. , but in the fall of 1872
returned to his native county and took up his
residence on a farm two miles south -east of Catawba.
For the past four years he has been living in the
village. He has sN·ve<l as Township Trustee three
terms and has been Assessor dming the past fom
years. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Chmch. His wife; Elizabeth Runyan, was born
in l'leas~ntTownship, November II, 1829, bemg
one of the eigl)t children of George a nd Catherine
(Jones) Runyan. Her father was a farmer and a
strong and devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal Cburcil in the work of which he was quite a
leader. He was one of the five sons and six
daughters born to Joseph Runyan wilo located in
this county in 1811, having come to Warren County
from Harrison County, Va., in 1806. The brothers
of Geo1·ge Runyan are Tl:omas, Isaac, William and
Eli.
Mrs. Elizabeth (Runyan) Page bas borne her
husband fom children, the subject of this sketch
being Lhe first-horn. The second ehilrl is Charles
B.; the third is Isaac C., a 1\:[ethodist Episcopal
minister of ::;outh Charleston who was ed ucated in
Wittenburg College; the youngest son, John W.,
<lied May 9, 1889, just after his graduation from
the Eeltctic Medical Coll~gc of Cincinnati, thus
cuLLing otf a life whieh gave promise of much usefulness.
Jonathan Page Sr., the paternal great-granafather of our subject was born October 4, 1766, in
N9rth Carolina and came from English stock. He
departed this life July 26, 1840 . He was one of
the ~arly settlers of Kentucky ancl purchased a
tmct of lanrl near CynLhiana, Harrison County,
upon which he residerl for a few y ears but becoming

dissatisfied with the title sold out and in the autumn
of 1803 removed to Moorefield Township. He settled in the vicinity of the ground now occupied ily
Moorefield Chapel, on land now owneil by A. W .
Mumper, Esq.
In the spring of 1806, great-grandfather Page
purchased and settled on a half section of land in
the eastern part of the township where he resided
until bis death. On this farm was planted one of
the first orchards in the county. He was one of the
early pedagogues of that region, a man of more
than. ordina1·y intelligence and looked up to in his
commumity. He served as a soldier in Hawley's
Army and was one of those in the famous St. Clair's
defeat. While a resident of Kentucky he marrieil
i\fiss Hannah Jones who was born August 12,1773,
and who died March 3, 1852. The result of this
union was six children, namely: James C.; Evan;
Hannah , Linsey and Jonathan B. and J0hn, twins.
The latter died August 10, 1825, aged eighteen
years.

)EDWARD C. GWYN, Presidentofthe Board
of Trustees of the Springfield Water Works,
occupies a high position in connection with
one of the most important enterprises \n this city.
The Roard in selecting their President knew with
whom they were dealing, as l\Ir. Gwyn is a native
of Springfield and bas here spent the greater part of
his life. He was born August 12, 1851 , and is thus
on the sunny side of forty, hut he is a man of more
than ordinary capacities and is thoroughly qualified
for the duties of his position.
Mr. Gwyn is a representative of an excellent
family, being tbe son of Edward Gwyn wilo was
born in the city of London, England, May 12,
1816. Tile paternal grandfather, John Gwyn, also
of English birth and ancestry, emigrated to the
United States in 1859, following his son Edward
who bad cro8sed the Atlantic in 1847. The latter
in due time was married in London, England, to
1\Iiss Isabella Turnbull; after landing in New York
they at once removed to w ·ood County, Ohio, and
settled upon a tract of wild land which the father
secured from the Government. That section of
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- the C'Juntry was then comparatively a wilderness
and much sickness abouncled among the settlers
whieh finally resulted in the removal of Mr. Gwyn
to Cincinnati. Later be removed to Dayton and
from there to Springfield, where be operaterl as a
contractor and builder of gas and water works. He
became well-to-do, owning at one time as many as
seven gas plnnts. He was the founrler of the gas
works in Springfield which he operated fot· a number of years.
Edward Gwyn during the late war engaged in
the manufacture of small arms, among these being
the celebrated Union rifle. He associat~d llimself
in partnership with Abner C. ,Campbell of Hamilton, this State, in the manufacture of guns and for
several years ras tile representative of the
Champion Reaper & Mower Works at Springfielcl,
going to Soutll America and Cllili wllere he established agencies to handle these macllines. Later
he represented the firm du~·ing the centennial exposition of 1876 at Philadelphia. He crossed the
Atlantic the following season and visited tile Paris
Exposition in tile interests of Warder, Bushnell &
Glessner, and afterward went to Rotterdam, Holland, where llis deat.h took pl::tce May, 25, 1879.
He had traveled extensively all over Europe before
coming to this country.
In 1857 the fathe r of our subject, during the
California gohl excitement, went overland to the
Pacific Slope, making the journey by . wagon and
on foot with a company of others and returning
by the water route. His wife accompanied him in
most of his travels and was with him at the time
of his death. She returned to Springfield with his
remains which were laid to rest in Ferncliff Cemetery. The mother and five children are still living; Amelia, the eldest, is the widow of Thomas
Spencet' an<l lives in Springfield; Rosa is the widow
of George W. Driscoll and lives in Springfield;
E<lward C., our subject, is the next eldest; Mary
is the wife of W . W. Sheibley of Tiffin, this Stale;
Violet married D. B. Hyde and they are living in
Bridgeport, Conn.
The subject of tllis notice spent his boyhood days
mostly in Hamilton, Butler County, thts State, and
when leaving school became tbe assistant of his
father in the gas and water works in different
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places and when competent, took charge of the
works at Springfield. He was abo for a time ut
Dayton, Norwalk and Altoona, Pa. :Subsequently,
returning to Springfield he engaged in the wood and
lumber business for a few years, handling mostly
the choicer grades of lumber. Later he became connected with the gus works at Uppet· Sandusky and
in 1881 assisted in establishing the water works in
Springfield and for six mouths was SuperintenrJent
of construction. He resigner! this position to accept the Secretaryship and Assistant Superi-ntendency of the Springfield Gas Light Company, of
which his father. was the founder. This position
he also resigned four years later, having in the
meantime~become interested as a stockholder in
the Hoppes Manufacturing Company of which he
was niade Sect·etary and Treasurer. At the organization of the Springfield Water Works, in June,
1885, be was elected President and has since held
the position.
l\llr. Gwyn was married to his present wife, who
was fonnerly Miss Isabel W. Smith, September 1,
1887. This lady was born November 1, 1863, in
Springfield, and is the daughter of William R . and
1\lary (Ege) Smith, natives of Scotland and Pennsylvania respectively and who are now living in
Spl'ingfield. She wru; reared to womanhood in her
native city and thus like her husband bas spent
her entire life there. Of this union there has been
born one child, a son, Charles William , July 6,
1888.

S

AMUEL 1\f. :MALLOW. A pleasant and
well-improved farm about five miles south~ east of Xenia, in Greene County, is th~
home of the gentleman above named, and
under his able management produces crops which
rank among the best both in qu!tntity and quality.
The estate compl'ises one hundred :md fifty-nine
broad acres, and forms a part of Cresar's Creek
Township. Tbe owner is an enterprising farmer,
and a citizen whose worth is understood by his
fellowmen., by w!JOQl he is esteemed accordingly.
He began his career in life empty banded and has
':!
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reached a comfortable financial standing throngb
bis own determination .and in<lnstry.
The hirth of l\fr. l\Iallow took 1ilacc in what is
now Jasper Township, Greene Coun ty, l\1ay 6, 1831.
His fathee, Cul. George Mallow. was a native of
Huekingbam County , Va., and came to Ohio with
his parents, their first settlement being made ncar
Springboro , ''VatTen County. He afterwards become a resident of Greene County, where he diell in
1861, at the age of ahout three-score and ten. His
father, George Mallow, Sr. , was of German origin,
and also clierl in Greene Connty. The Colonel serverl
in the 'Var of 1812 . and was afterward placed
at the bead of a miiitia regiment from wllicll
rank he rlerivcd his title. He manied Miss Elizabeth Fudge, a native of tile s<tme county rs himself, who lived to tbe age of seventy years, dying
in 1864. They reared six ebilchen, named respectively: Jolln, Cl<trissa, Amanda J ., Elmira, Samuel
M. :tnd Henry l\1., the latter of Huntington
County, Ind. Col. lllallow was a _Whig and later
a Republican.
The subject of this sketch was reared upon a
farm, aud outaiued as gooc\ an educ<ttion as was
possible in the common sclwols of the period and
vicinity. He learned the trade of a blacksmith,
but at the age of twenty-one years uegan life as a
farmer. In 1S58 he loc<tted on seventy acres of
land to w!Iich he has since adde<l , \!ringing np the
acreage to the amount mention ed above, and
pl<tcing the tnlire estate under good cultivation
and improvem ent. In the spl'ing of 1886 he was
elected Trustee of the township, and has since
fille<l the otfice very acceptably.
He is a stanch
Republican.
On November 5, 1852, 1\fr. 1\Iallow letl to the
hymeneal altar llliss Amy H. Adsit, who was bom
in Dutchess County, N. Y., July 30, 1831, and
whose fine character <tnd usefnl b<tuits had won his
regard. She is a member of tile Reformed Chnrch,
i; highly respected by het· neighbors ~nd acquaintances and devoted to the interests of her husband
and cllildreu. She is the motller of one son and
one daughter. George F. is ·still unmarried and at
home; Susan A. is the wife of Charles 1\IcKay, of
Clintnn County , Ohio.
The parents of l\Irs. l\lallow, Hiram and Sus<tn

(Bntts) Adsit, were born in Dutchess County,
N. Y., and came to Ohio in the epring of 1833,
Mr. Adsit located . where oor subject now resides,
on one hundred ancl fifty acres of land, to whicll
he afterward added fifty. He died September 7,
1847, at the age of forty years, his natal clay having beeu June 4, 1807. His widow, who was born
August 19, 1807, survived him, becoming the wife
of Jesse Boots, now deceased, and is yet living.
l\frs. Mallow is the youngest of three children
reared by her parents, to whom six had been born.
The other survivors are Daniel and Silas. Hiram
Adsit was the son of Elias Adsit, of the Empire
StRte, who was twice married. His first wife was
Amey Howe, who bore him three sons and one
daughter; his second wife was Lucy Harrington,
who had no children. Grandfather Adsit came to
Greene County, about 1830, and thed in Xenia in
1856 . He was of Engli~h origin. The mother of
l\I rs. !\fallow is a daughter of Daniel anrl Isabelle
(Gardner) Butts, both of whom died iu the Empire
State, and whose family included six sons and six
daughters.

J

ACOB GROVE, who is now living in 1\ioorefiel<l, taking his ease after years of arduo. llS
toil, is a native of Clark County, in which
his eyes opened to the light of day, October
2ts, 1828. His pat·ents, Pllillip and Eva (Demeory)
Grove. were natives of Loudoun County, Va.,
whence they came to Ohio about 1827. They settled
in Clark County, in what is now known as Pleasant
Township, \Vhere . t~ey participated in tile labors
incidental to the development of this region, enduring many of the hardships of the Ohio pionee1·.
Tile log bouse h<td been uuilt in the woods and in
it the family, then comprising · father, mother, an<!
three children, located. The father breathed hig
last in 1852, when the county lost one of her b~st
citizens. To l\Ir. and 1\Irs. Phillip Grove nine
children were born, the subject of this sketcll
being the youngest of tile survivor~. Tile others
are: Millie, wife of William Harris, of Pleasant
Township; Sarah A., wife of William Waltman,
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also of Pleasant Township ; and George, whose
borne is in Goshen Township, Champaign County.
i'be subject of this notice was reared to man ·
hood amid the primitive s<:enes which were common
in this county during the first half of the present
century, and in his youth bore a part in the pioneer
labors of the time. His e<iucational advantages
were very meager, as at that early day schools wer<'
scn•·cely known in the vici nity in which his father
had settled. The little schooling that he obtained
was received from the wife of John Mowder, of
Pleasant Township, who taught a subscription
school in her own house. Dnri~ the greater part
of his life 1\fr. .Grove has been engagerl in farming.
Not many ltlonths after the Civil War began, Mr.
Grove left his home to tal<e up arms in defense of
the ftng he loved, and to rlo what a brave man could
to uphold the Union. On September 14, 1861, be
was enrolled as a private in Compnny F., Fortyfourth Ohio Infantry, and in different divisions
of the army he served under Gens. Rosecrans,
Burnside and Hunter. Tile regiment to which he
belonged was held as a kind of resen·e for about .a
year in West Virginia, where they fought at Louisburg, and Green .Brier River, being finally chasetl
out of the State by the Confederates. After crossing into Ohio the regim ~ nt was t1·ansferred to Kentucky, where they spent nearly a year; during this
time participat.ing in skirmishes at Winchester,
Somerset, Richmond and Crab Orchard. They
then went into Tennessee where they took part in
the siege of Knoxvill~ and the battle of Strawberry
Plains. Here, with ot!Jers, Mr. Grove re-enlisted
as a member of the Eighth Ohio Cavalry, and came
home on a furlougll. Rejoining his regiment he
afterward spent another period in West Virginia,
where under the commnnu of Gen. Hunter, he was
engaged in continuous fighting for about a month.
He was finally discharged in November, 1864, and
retmned to his native connty. He had several narrow escapes from death, was wonnded in the right
hand at Somerset, Ky., and from exposure was
p!Jysically incapacitated to such an extent that he
receives a pension of $22 per month from Lhe Government to wbiciJ he gave some of the best years
of his life.
On August 18, 1848, Mr. Grove was united in
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marriage with Miss Sarah Waltman ,. 'Vho was his
faithful companion and helpmate for more than
thirty years. She was born in this county, and
here breathed her last in lil82, mourned by many
friends . She had borne her husband four cllildren:
William, Frank, Mary A., and David. The first
two are deceased; the daugllter is now the wife of
Edgar Everhart, of Champaign County, and the
youngest son is at !Jome. On October 16, 1884,
Mr. Grove was again married, his bride on this
occasion being 111rs. Fidelia Runyan. This estimable lady was the widow of the late J. W . Runyan
<•f this county, to whom she had borne four children. Her eldest s0n, Clay, is living in this county;
Lillian is the wife of Levi Bumgardner, a merchant
of Moorefield; Fran <:is is deceased; and Hattie is
the wife of Charley Steward of Champaign County.
Mrs. Grove is a native of Clinton County, where
she was born December 25, 1838. Her parents,
L. H. anrl Henrietta Wilson, were natives of Virginia an<l Ohio respectively, and !Jer father came
to this county with his parents when a boy. Both
Mr. and Mrs. Wilson are numbered among the
early workers in this vicinity; having assisted in
the primitive labors · of the county.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Grove are members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, and he has served as
Steward and Class-Leader. He belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, his name being
enrolled in the lodge at Catawba, and in tile same
place he belonp;s to a post of the Granrl Army of
the Republic. He owns a farm of sixty. five acres
in Champaign Count-y as well as property in Moorefi eld, all !Javing been gained by his own exertions.
In 1887, !Je removed from Pleasant Township to
Moorefield, where be and his wife are highly respected and enjoy the society of many friends.

ILLIAI\1 G. CONFER Among the comparatively few men who a~·~ ~·e1nai~ing to
tell tile story of p1oneer hfe m Ohw, Mr.
Confer remains as a conspicuous figme. He looked
upon this section of country when it was in its
wildest form and has been a witness of the remark-
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able transformation which bas converted the wilderness into the abode of a civilized and prosperous
people, and he may justly feel that he has borne no
unimportant part in the great change which bas
been effected. He commenced at the f0ot of the
ladder in the acquirement of a competency, and
aftet· years of hard labor found himself on the highway to prosperity. He is now practically independent, financially, as ·che result of persevering industry
and good management. He stands as one of the
ole\ landmarks, who bas weatherecl the storms of
many a gale, and whose name will be remembered
long after he has been g'l.thered to his fathers.
A native of Hagerstown, Washingt.on County,
J\Id., 1\Ir. Confer was born Decembet· 29, 1823 , and
came with his father to Ohio in 1834, when a lad
of ten years. His e~rly education was acquired in
a log cahin schoolhouse, with puncheon floor,
greased paper for window panes, and slab seats.
He was at an early age taught to make himself
useful and remained the assistant of his father on
the farm until the latter's death. He still remained
there afterward until his marriage. This most important event in his early manhood was celebrated
December 29,1857, the maiden or' his choice being
Miss l\Iary Jane, danghter of P . F. and Elizabeth
(Wolf) Cost.
The young people commenced their wedded life
together on their own farm in a manner correspon<ling to their means and labored together with
tLe ;:~utual purpose of getting on in the world and
acquiring a competence. Their first dwelling w:u;
a log cahin which they occupied until 1866, and
th~n :llr. Confer was enabled to put up a more
modern residence, expending thereon about $5,000.
::iubsequtntly, in 187G, he erected a large bauk barn,
72x44 feet in dimensions, at a cost of ubont$2,000.
He has also another bank barn, 30x50 feet in dimensions, which cost Lim $800. Numerous otLer
structures on the premises indicate in a marked
manner the enterprise of the proprietor. These
include a stone milk-Louse, a cider press, a cornshed, also a straw-shed nnrl all the other structures
nBcessary for the shelter of stock and the storage
of grain.
In addition to the improvements on his.farm llfr.
Confer bas in vested considerable capital elsewhere,

putting np a livery barn at Yellow Springs, costing $1 ,500, also the post-office building there,
32x22 feet in dimensions, costing $465, and a small
stable, costing $200. In 1864 he put up a house
on the west part of his farm at a cost of $300.
l\1r. Confer is the offspring-of an excellent family,
being the son of George and Elizabeth (Bowman)
Confer, the former a native of France and the latter
of Hagerstown, Md. George Confer emigmtcd to
America with his father who settled in Maryland,
coming in 1802 to Greene County, this Stat.e, and
settling on the land now owned and occupied by his
son, William G. ~his land, two hundred acres in
extent, he secured from the Government at $1.25
per acre. His farm labors were at ""e time interrupted by his enlistment as a soldier in the \Var of
1812. With the exception of this be followed
agriculture all his life. The parents were married
in Hagerstown, Md., and after living in Ohio fot·
a time they went back to Maryland and resided in
that State until 1834. That year they returned to
Ohio wLere they spent the remainder of theit· days,
the father dying in 1857, and the mother in 1870.
They were the parents of five children, four of
whom are living, namely, George, Jr. , Hannah,
Elizabeth, the wife of Dick Partington who was a
lawyet· of Xcnra, now decease<!, leaving one child,
a son, Edward; ancl \Villiam G., Ollr subject. The
parents were people !:iighly respected in their community , living honestly and uprightly and leaving
to their children the heritage of a goorl name.
Tbe parents of Mrs. Confer removed from
Maryland to Ohio at an early day, where 1he father
operated a distillery anrl amassed n large fortune.
He is still living, heing now eighty years of age
and making. his home in Osborn, this county. The
mother departed this life at the old home in 1878.
Of the six children born to tLem five are now living. lift·. and Mrs. Confer are the parents of four
children, the eldest of w!:iom, a son, George B., who
became an expert telegraph operator, died in October, 1887, at the age of twenty-eight years; Eliza
Jane is the wife of .Jacob S. Cosier; they live at
the home farm and ba ve two children; J obn P. and
Frank are also at home. Mr. and Mrs. Confer are
members in good standing of the Reformed Presbyteriau Church, in which Mr. Confer bas served
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as an Elder and Deacon since 1856. He became
identified with this church at the early age of fourteen years. He takes an active interest in politics,
affiliating with the RepulJlican party, nud for two
years has been a member of the ~cllool Board of
his district. He has also served as Supervisor
several terms.
The landed possessions of Mr. Confer em 1J1·ace
three hundred and thirty-one acres of choice land ,
all under a good state of cultivation mid with firstclass improvements, including two residences. His
property in Yellow Springs is valued at $5,000. He
remembers many incidents of tile early times. From
1809 to 1812 his father hauled flour to Cincinnati,
six banels making a load. A barrel of salt cost
what lle would get for the six b!lrrels of flour . He
saw the first ferry-boat plying from New Orleans
to Cincinnati, when the trip occupied seventy-five
days and it took seventy-five men to pull the lJoat
up the river.

V

ON. CAMARALZA H. SPAHR, M.D. Dr.
Spahr is not only well known as a leaning
physician of Greene County, but his reputation has ex tended tbroughout this part of the
State. He began the practice of his profession as
early as · 1849, in .Jasper Township, where be sojourned four and one half years,and then, in February, 1854, established himself at Jamestown, where
he has since been a resident. He has lJeen more
than ordinarily successful, very nearly coming up
to the standard which he r eared at the outset.
He received a tborougll education for the profession, being graduated from Columbus Medical College in 1853. He wo:·ked his own way through college
and is the architect of his own fortune, receiving no
assistance from anyone, financially or otherwise.
He has devoted himself to his profession, and
after commencing practice, returned to his studies,
taking a partial course of lectures at Cincinnati.
Dr. Spahr is prominently connected with both
the County and State Medical Societies, in which
he has been prominent for many years. He commenced his medical studies under the instruction
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of Dr. Owen, of Mechanicsville, aud later was with
Dr. Newkirk, of Jamestown, probably three years.
He is a hative of Greene County and was born
January 30, I f\26, less than tbree miles east of
Xenia. His father, Gideon Spahr, was horn May
21, 1788, in Hardy County, Va. Th e paternal
grandfather, John 0. Spahr, was a native of Switzerland. The parents of the latter were nativ es
respectively of- Switzerland and Holland. They
were married in Switzerland, and aftet· the birth of
seven sons and two daughters emigrated to America when Jolin 0. was a lad of ten years. They settled in what is now Hardy County, Va., prior to
the outbreak of the Revolutionary War, and th ere
spent the remainder of their li ves. They were
reared and trained in the doctrines of the Lu. themn Churcll, to which they evw· afterward adhercrl. The great-grandfather Spahr was a farmer
by occupation and his son, John 0., followed in his
footsteps. The latter was married in Virginia to
Miss .Tuditb Regar. Sh e was a native of Holland,
and came with ller parents to America when a
young child. The Regar family also settled in
Hardy County, Va., where the parents died at an
advanced age.
After his marriage John 0. Spahr settled on a
farm in his native State, and there spent the remainder of his life, dying when quite aged. His
widow.,. subsequently came to Ohio witb. ber children, settling in Greene County, and di ed when
ripe in years. Both sbe and her husband were
mern hers of the Lutheran Church. Their son
Gicleon, the father of our subject, was the next to
the youngest born, and remained a resid ent of his
native county until a man of twenty-eight years.
Then, i!l 1818, still unmarried, he came to Ohio,
and settled in the wilos of Greene County. He
took up a truet of timber land , from whicll a small
portion of the forest had been cut away, this comprising one lnmdred acres in Xema Township, and
lying three miles east of tlte present site of Xenia.
He labored industriously to open up a farm and
lived to sec the country around him settled up by
an intelligent and prosperous people. After many
years spent in arduous labor, he left the farm and
removed to Silver Creek Township, wbere his
death took _place in .June, 1856, wbeu he was sixty-
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when young. John and Mary were twins. Phebe
eight years olcl. He was a fine specimen of manR. is the wife of C. C. Hosier, and they live in
IJOod, morally, mentally, and physically. After
Jamestown; S. Fanny and George R. remain with
coming to Greene County, he was married, about
their parents. The Doctor's children have been
1821, to Miss Phebe Hagler.
well e<lucated and occupy a good position in soThe mother of out· subject was born in Hardy
ciety.
County, Va., August 26, 1798. She was of GerIn religious m!ttters the Doctor and l\Irs. Spahr
man ancestry an<l the daughter of Leonard Hagler,
are active members of the Methodist Episcopal
who manietl Mary Peterson, likewise a native of
Church, in which the foriner officiates as Steward.
the Fatherland. The latter emigrated to America
with their parents, they also settling in Virginia. _ For many years Dr. Spahr bas been identified with
the l\Insonic fraternity, being now connected with
Later, they came to Ohio with thcit· family, settling
Blue Lodge, No. 352, at Jamestown. He is also a
in Cresar's Creek Township, Greene County, where
member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows,
they spent the remainder of their lives, dying at_an
belonging to Lodge No. 181, at Jamestown. and
advanced age. Mr. Hagler was an indnstrious man,
also to the Encampment, in which he has passed
a good manager, and accumulated a fine property.
all thP- chairs. He takes a warm Interest Ill local
The mother of Dr. Spahr died at her home, near
politics ancl earned his title of "Honorable" by
Jamestown, in July, 1867.
representing the Revublican party of Greene County
The subject of this notice was the second son
in the State Legislature, to which he was elected
and third cllild of his parents. whose family conin 1863. He was a member of the Assembly during
sisted of four sons and five daughters. With the
the passage of the Fourteenth Amendment, for
exception of two sons, all are living and married.
which be voted, and he assisted in the passage of
Camaralza H. on the 11th of March, 1858, took
other impoi·tant bills, "mong them the donation of
unto himself a wife and helpmate, Miss Mary A.,
lands for the Agricultural College. He is a Repubdaugllter of John and Sarah (McDaniel) Peters.
lican of the first water, and has rendered efficient
The parents of. Mrs. Spahr were natives respectively
service to his party in Gt·eene County. A portrait
of Virginia and Pennsylvania. They were married
of Dr. Spahr is shown on another page.
in the latter State, where 1\ir. Peters engaged in
the manufacture of pig iron. Later, they came to
Ohio and ,ettled in Lawreuce County , where 1\ir.
Peters prosecuted the same business and became
wealthy. He still remains a resident of that county
EORGE BRAIN. No other class of men
and is numbered among its prominent and highly
·
has done more to promote the rise and pro·
respected citizens. Although seventy-six years old,
Y gress of Clark County than its shrewd ancl
he is still hale and hearty, retaining much of the
energetic real-estate dealers who have in every way
vigor of his younger years.
pushed forward its interests. As an able repre·
1\Ir. Peters has been twice married . His first
sentative of these, it gives us pleasure to place in
wife, the mother of 1\irs. Spahr, died while comthis volume dedicated to the citizens of this part
paratively a young woman. He then married llfrs.
i\lnry C. Dudui, a French lady, who is yet living,
of Ohio, an outline of the
of the gentleman
whose name is at the head of this biographical sketch.
and is still active like her husband. l\Ir. and Mrs.
Peters are prominently connected with the l\IethoThrough his extensivP. business connections he is
widely and favorably known throughout this and
dist Episcopal Church, at Ironton, to which they
adjoining counties, and no man is held in greater
give a liberal support. l\lrs. Spahr received a libhonor and respect in financial circles than he. By
eral education, completing her studies in the Weshis large enterprise, keen vision, prompt and careful
leyan College, at Cincinnati. Of her union with
business methods, he !Jas been a potent factor in .the
out· subject there have been born six children,
npbuilding of the city of Springfield, making it the
three of whom-John, l\Iary and Homer-died
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metropolis of a ~ich and prosperous country. The
son of a family of early comers in this rPgion,
though he was of foreign birth, Mr. Brain was
reared am icl the pioneer scenes that obtained here
during his childhood, youth and early manhoocl ,and
on a part of tl!e old l!omestead, in Springfield, that
his father hewed from the primeval forest, he has
erected a beautiful resiclence, replete with all the
modern comforts and conveniences in which he and
his family have a charming home.
Our subject was born in Staffordshire, England,
March 2, 1827, to George and Mary (Whitehead)
Brain, who were also natives of that country. His
fattier learned. the trade of a wool-com her in his
youth, and later that of a rnalster, at which he was
industriously employed in his native land until
1829. In that year, with his wife and seven chil·
d ren, be emigrated to America anrl, com in g to
Ulark County, making the journey from New York
by the Had son Ri vcr and Erie Canal to Buffalo,
and thence on Lake Erie to Sandusky, and from
there with hired teams to convey the family and
household goods to this region, he selected this
place as a suitable spot for location. Ohio was then
in the firs~ half-century of its existence as a State,
and was but sparsely settled, and the roads from
the lake to this place were bad in the extreme,
three or four weeks being consumed in reaching this
point, where the village uf Springfield, with a pop ulation of two hundred and fifty inhabitants, was
in the first stages of its growth. There were no
railways or canals in this State, ancl Dayton was
the nearest marl•et, th<mgh several made a business
of teaming ft·om here to Cincinnati with from four
to six horses. Mr. Brain immediately invested in
a tract of wild land that is now included within the
city, though at that time it was a mile away from
the town. On his bomestead, for which IH) paid
$7 an acre, there were two log houses an<l a log
bam, nn<l a few acres were in cultivation. He did
not, however, ~ett]e there then but rented a house
in the village, in which be resided for a time, and
then removed into one of the log houses, while he
3uperintende<l the construction of a commodious
brick hou se, which he made his home aftel"-its com·
pletion, until he was called to a higher. He was a
man of sterling worth, possessing a well-balanc-e-d
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mind, frugal and industrious habits, whereby he
acquired a competence while aiding in the development of the country, and he was regarded as a
most desirahle citizen. His wife spent her last
years on the farm in the home that she had assisted
him in making. She bore him eight cbil<lren, all
of whom were reared to manhood and womanhood,
an•l were trainer! by their parents to sober, honest,
and honorable lives. Their names arc Mary, Joseph J. W., Anna, Lydia, Mttrtha, Lucy, George
and William G.
Tile son of whom we write was two years old
when his parents brought him to this country, and
he was reared and educated in this county. He
attl)nded the early village schools, where he applied
himself to his books with great diligence, and at
the age of seventeen Dt·. John Ludlow engaged bi,pl
as clerk in his dmg-store, and he remained in his
employ twenty months, gaining a clear insight
into tile drug business, and then bad to give up his
position on account of ill health. He returned to
his horne in 1852 aud embarked in the drug business in Cincinnati in partnership with his brother,
who managed il1e business. They continued together until 1855, when they dissolved partnership,
and our subject entered upon his long and success·
ful career in the real ·estate business, which he is still
profitably · carrying on, dealing largely in land and
in building nnd selling l10uses. In 1889 he fanned
a partnership with his sons, Willard and George H.,
to engage in the lumber business, which tb ey are
eonducting very successfully. He built his present
substantial and elegant resideneP, one of the handsomest and most attractive in the city, in 1881 and
has besides much other valuable property.
Mr. Brain was happi ly married, in 1861 to Miss
Sarah !VI. Willnrd, of Decatur, DeKal!J County, Ga.,
and in her bas a devoted wife who looks well to the
com fort of her household. They ba.ve six childrenWillard, Jessie A ., George H., Mary, Bessie W. and
Grace. Mrs. Brain and chi ldren are all mem hers
of the First Presbyteria.n Church, and are active in
its work to elevate the moral and social status of
the community.
Our subject may well take pride in the part that
he has taken in developing this country, which be
can remember wl!en it was scarcely more than a
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wilileruess, and he can look back over the long
and trace the wonderful changes that hn ve
taken place since, as a child, he playei! in the fields
ani! woods on nis father's farm where now the hum
anrl bustle of a busy city are heard on every h~n<l.
He is a man of pronouncerl characteristics, of an
active temperament, with business qualifications of
a high order, rrnrl his life record is an honor to
himself and reflects credit on his adopted city. In
his political views he is a sound Republican and
uses !Jb influence for the good of t1is party.

yc~rs

'
J

OSEPH SA VILLE. Among the many farmers of Greene County whose lives afford an
I excellent example of persevenng industry,
~-~I t!Jrift, and uprightness, the above-named
gentleman deserves mention. He is one of the
prominent farmers of Cresar's Creel< Township,
owning a pleasantly located farm of one hundred
!lnd seventy-five acres, which bears such irnpwvements as are usually to be found upon the estates
of men of enterprise, and inrlicate to tile passer-by
that it is a home of comfort anrl enjoyment. The
owner of the estate possesses the Cluistian character, liberal spirit and intelligence which win re"pect
from his fellow rnen and his worthy wife has her
1

share in their regard.

The subject of this sketch is one of seven children rearcrl by Samuel and Ann (Saville) Saville,
to whom twelYe children were born. The parents
were natives ofRockbri<lge County, Va., their natal
days being November 29, 1791, and July 5, 1792,
respectively . They came to Greene County,Ohio,
in the fall of 1827, locating about six miles east of
Xenia, in <" bich neighborhood they continued toreside until called from time to eternity. Tho death
of the father took place March 22, 1851 , and that
of the mother in 1\Iay, 1872. Of the chil<lren
whom they reared to maturity, Martha became the
wife of William Cherry and died in Washington
County, Iowa; Margaret is also deceased; Elizabeth
is the widow of John McDonalrl; Samuel died in
Iowa; Narcissa A., Mrs. Humiston, lives in Iowa;
Jam es A. lives in the same State; the subject of

this sketch is t!Je oldest of those now living. The
parents belonged to the German Reformed Chmch
and the father was a Democrat in politics.
The maternal grand parents of our subject were
Abraham and Margaret (Kibler) Saville. The
former was a farmer in Rockbridge County, Va.,
an<l also a shoemaker. Their family comprised six
sons and one daughter, named respectively, George,
Robert, Samuel, Abraham, Jacob, .Joseph, and
Margaret.

The natal day of Joseph Saville of this sketch
was Febrnary 15, 1817, and his birthplace his
father"s farm in Rockbridge County, Va. Tte1·e
he was reared in a manner customat·y to farmer's
sons, acquiring a practical knowledge of farm life
and a good com.non-school education. He began
his own career in life with a capital consisting of
$ 100 and a team of horses, and from this beginning
has grown his present financial standing. In the
fall of 1842 he locatcrl upon forty-four acres of his
prescut estate, to which be added as opportunity
offered and which he has mostly improved. He has
been n liberal givet· to all public enterprises, being
mue!J interested in everything that promises to
promote the welfa1·e of the country. His first
Presidential vote was cast for Martin Van Buren
and he continued to vote with the Democratic
party until the war, since which time be has be~n
a Republie.an. He and his wife are members of
the Reformed Church.
The marriage of Mr. Saville and Miss Hannah
Ket ternan was celebrated August 6, 1840, anrl has
been blessed by the birth of ten children, anrl saddenerl by the loss of four. The survivors are:
Emiline, wife of Henry Fudge; llia1·y J. , wife of
David F. Conklin; Margaret A., wife of Robert
S. Spahr; Sarah E., wife of I. H. Smith; Ellen K.,
wife of P . I. 'Vi! kin; an<l Florence B., w1fe of
Frank Antram.
Mrs. Saville, who was born in Hardy County, Va.,
October 4, 1819, is a daughter of Jonathan ancl
1\Iary (Peterson) Ketteman wbo were also 11om in
the Old Dominion. They came to Ohio in 1830,
settling five miles south of Xenia, where Mr. Ketteman operated a farm antl a tannery. He served as
Justice of the Peace for many years. In politics
he i5 a Democrat and in religion, a member of the
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German Reformed Church, to which his wife also
belonged. She opened her eyes to the light in
.January, 1793, and departed this life in August,
1873. Mr. Ketteman is now living with ' a g.-anddaughter in Xenia and although advanced in years,
having been born June 9, I 795, b.is mind is still
active and his bodily health quite good. He is of
Dutch origin, being a son of Jacob and Margaret
(Bergdoll) Kett.eman of Virginia.

~
-b

ARRY B. MOUK, a young anrl entm·prising

i\ business man of Medway, Clark County,

't'

has in the few years that have passed since
be attained his majority, exhibited a degree
of energy and business tact that promises to give
him an o.dvanced position among the capitalists of
the county ere many years. He is-engagcrl in a
general mercantile business, being the principal
member of the fi1·m of Jl'!ouk & Scbatz, and he als<•
superintends a farm of sixty-two acres whicll lle
owns on the Valley Pike. His mercantile business
was begun in January, 1889, when a new stock of
goods was put in, and the firm is already doing a
large trade, their location being a good one and
their position the leading one among the merchants
of the town.
The natal day of our subject was June 16, 1862,
and his bh·thpl-ace in Bethel Township. His father
clying when he was about six months old, his
mother removed · to her father's home where the
child was reared, learned far ming and was well
educated at the Helmer Schools. When twenty-one
years of age he came into possession of his present
estate where be engaged in farming, attending the
Dayton markets, and dealing in provisions. He
became very successful at his first business as he
did in raising tobacco, which enterprise he began
in 1878, raising from fonr to five acres per year.
His farm has been imprpved in first-class style, n
barn 40x60 feet, a tobacco barn 30x7:1 -feet, and a
large, residence having been built, all substantial
and well designed. In addition to these business
enterprises, Mr. Monk is a shareholde•· in the Osborn Bank. He has belonged to the Democrat
~
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County Centrnl Committee three years, and has
been a delegate to county conventions. He is very
popular. moves in the best society, and is a worthy
representative of n respeetnblc family .
The Monk family is of Swiss extraction, and the
home of former generations in this country was
Pennsylvania. Near l\Iarietta, Lancaster County,
Harry Mouk was born and reared, carrying on his
fatller's farm, which after his marriage he purchased. In 1851 he came to Ohio to find a location
and the next year brought his family to Clark
County, purchasing two hundred and fort_v acres of
land for $40 per acre. It was located on Mad River,
the resiclcnce being built on the Valley Pike about
one and a half miles from Osborn. The pla<·e was
well im proverl and successfully operated by the
owner, who was also th<J possessor of one hundred
and sixty acres a mile and ' half north of his home
farm. He passer! away Fcbmary 13, 1875. His
wife was Esther Hershey, like himself a native of
Lancaster County, Pa., and of Swiss ancestry. Her
father, Andrew Hershey, was a successrul farmer
in that county, in which he spent his entire life.
He was a descendant in the third generation of
Andrew Hershey, who was born in Switzerland
about 1702 and came to America with his father in
1719, buying land from ·william Penn, and settling
where the family was represented fo•· several generations. The last-n amed, Andrew Hershey, anrl
three brothers were Mennonite ministers, a.nd the
family left their native land on . account of religious persecutions against the sect to which they
belonged.
Among the children born to Httrry and Esther
(Hershey) l\'!ouk was Hemy, who accompnnied .them
to this county in 1852. Having been reared to
farm pursuits, he engngctl in that occup:~tion on
his father's place. but was cut off early in life, dying at tbe age of '!bout thirty yea•·s. He was the
father of two sons-Benjamin who dierl when
twenty-two yeai'S old, and the subject of this biographical sketch. Theil· mother, formerly Miss
Catherine Baker, is yet living, making 'ter home
with our subject. She was born in Franklin County,
Pa., but from heT girlhood resided in this county,
obtaining her education in lletbel Township. She
is a member of the Mennonite Church. Her father,
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Peter Baker, was !Jorn in Lancaster County , P:•. ,
·where he engaged in farming until 1840, ivhen he
came to Ohio and made a sett!P.ment. He !Jought
the farm which our subject now owns and lived
upon it until his death in 1875. He was one of the
most nctive members of the Mennonite Church, in
which he held the office of Deacon , and gave a
building site on his farm upon which a church
edifice was erected.

f1

0SES SANDERS, one of the oldest nativeborn citizens of Silver Creek Township,
Greene County, still sojourns at the home ..
stPad where he has spent the greater part of
his life. rt lies on the Sanders-Smith pike, one mile
southwest of Jamestown and is one of the most valuable farms in that vicinity. This comprises four
hundred aere' of e!Joice land, well improvecl and
furnished with sub~tantial huihlings. Mr. Sanrlers
by a course of industry aJlfl economy bas become
well-to-do, with more than a sufficiency of this
world's goods to defend him against want in his olcl
nge.
The subject of this notice wns born December
15, 1822, and was the son of William and Elizabeth
(Linders) Sanders who were natives of North Carolina and of English descent. William Sanders
was reared to manhoocl on a farm, but after his
marriage emigrated to Kentucky where he settled
on a small tract of land near Crab Orchard, and
lived there until after the birth of two children.
He then had the misfortune to lose his land on account of its belonging to an older claimant, and
then decided upon emigrating to Ohio. The journey was made on pack horses, one of which carried
the wife and lwo children and the other their few
personal effects. The father had his gun with him
and kiHed snfllcient game for their use on the
journey as they camped and cooked by the wayside.
After sev<!fal weeks of tedious travel, the Sanders family landed in Cresar's -Creek Township,
Greene County , this State, and beir.g without
money Mr. Sanclers traded n :ii<GO horse for sixty
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acres of land upon which he settled and lived one
year. Then selling out he located on another new
farm in what is now Silver Creek Township, in the
vicinity of ,Jamestown, which was then marked by
only a few houses. This also comprised sixty acres
upon wuich the parents spent the remainder of
their days and upon which the father effected good
imprevements. f-Ie, however, added to bis landed
possessions and at the time of bis death left nearly
three hundrecl acres.
The father of our subject departed this life July
2, 1861. He was a hard-working, honest man, anrl
as the result of a temperate life and good habits,
was hale and hearty at the time of his death a! ..
though eighty-five years old. He was for many
years connected with the Missionary Baptist Church
and in politics, during his younger years, belonged
to the old Whig party. Upon its abandonment he
wheeled into the Republican mnks. The wife and
mother preceded her hushand to the silent land, her
death taking place l\Iarch 9, 1859. She was then
seventy-nine years old. She was of the typical
pionee·r mothers, possessing all the womanly virtues, devoted to her family, kind and charitable,
and always lent a helping hand to those in need.
She was a member of the same church as her husband. Of their congenial union there was born a
family of twelve children, six sons and six d"ughters, of whom two sons and two daughters are yet
Ii ving. The entire twelve lived to mature. years
and eleven were maniecl.
Moses Sanders was one of the younger members
of his parents' family and spent his early years in
a manner common to the sons of pioneer farmers,
acquiring a very limited education in the primitive
schools and assisting in the development of the
new farm. After reaching man's estate, he set
about tbc establishment of a home of his own, taking unto himself a wife and .helpmate, Miss Elizabeth Harness.
Mrs. S~nders was born January 18, 1829, in New
Jasper Township, to Job~ and Elizabeth (Peterson)
Harness, who were most excellent and worthy people and spent the greater part of their lives in that
township. Mr. Harness died in 1862. His wife
smvived him for a period of twenty-one years, her
death taldng place in 18tt3. Both w~re consistent
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members of the Methodist.Episcopal Churc!J. They
were natives of Virginia, whence they emigrated
.w ith their respective parents to Ohio, the two families settling in New J asper Township and becoming
well-to-do, building u·p goo'l !Jomesteads from the
wilderness. Mr. and Mrs. Harness were the parents
of five children and one son died in the army d nr.
ing the Civil War. Tile remaining four are still
living, married and settled in comfortable homes.
The wife of our subject was carefully reared by
her excellent parents, receiving such education as
the pioneer schools afforded and becoming familiar
with all useful household duties. She remained
with her parents until her marriage and is now the
mother of four children. The eldest, John William,
married Miss Emma Brickel and they live on a
farm in Silver Creek Township; Sarah J. is the
wife of Jacob Patterson, a farmer of Delaware
County, Ind.; James H. and A. Clinton remain at
home and assist their father in the farm work.
Mr. and Mrs. Sanders are promin.ently connected
with the Missionary Baptist Church in which Mr.
Sanders officiates as a Deacon and Trustee, which
offices he has held for the ·long period of thirty
years. Politically, like his honorerl father, he is a
Republican of the tit·st water. He is one of the
County Commissioners who are constructing the
Sanders-Smith pike, running .from Jamestown to
Paintersville, and which forms an admimble highway greatly appreciated by the people of this
region. Socially he is a Ma8ter Mason, belonging
to Lodge No. 352, at Jamestown.

E

RASMUS J. KITCHEN. The career of Mr.
Kitchen as a man and a citizen has been
admirable in the extreme. No man in
Greene Township occupies a higher position among
the_people who have known him long and well, and
none have been of more service in advancing the
best interests of this part of the county. Liberal
ttnd public-spirited, he uniformly gives his en.
couragement to every worthy enterprise, and during the late Civil War signalized his patriotism
by doing gallant snvice as a Union ·soldier. He is
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the owner of a fine property , including a well-developed farm with modem · buildings and all the
other accessories of the well-regulated country
estate. Both in social and business circles he is a
unive1·sa t favorite.
Abraham Kitchen, the father of our subject, was
one of the earliest pioneers of Clarke County, and
assisted materially in its growth and development.
He was born in 1S08, in Warren County, this
State, and when reaching manhood was joineji in
wedlock with Miss Martha M. Jones. The mother
of our subject was born in Fayette County, this
State, whence her parents subsequently removed to
Greene County, where she was married to Mr.
Kitchen in 1829. Upon the remova! to Clarke
County soon afterward, .Mr. and Mrs. Kitchen first
settled on section 4, Green Township, where they
lived two years. The father then purchased the
land which is now owned and occupied hy his son,
Eramsus J., and there both parents spent the remainder of their lives, dying in 1888, one month
apart, the mothu on the 28th of May and the
father on the 28th of .June. They were the par.
cnts of eight children, five of whom are living-Margaret Ann became the wife of John l\IcCullough, who is now deceased, and she lives at the
old homestead; she is the mother of three boys,
who are all married and settled in homes of t1,1eir
own; .r. s. is married and the father of two children; he lives in Springfield; I. N. is farming
in Green Township; 'Mary J. and Erasmus J. are
twins ; the former is living in Greene County, and
is the wife of John Rife, who is represented elsewhere in this work.
The suoject of this notice was born August 11,
1836, and spent his boyhood and youth on the
farm ann in attendan~e at the district school, remaining at home until a man of twenty-five years.
In September, 186 1, after the outbreak of the
Civil War he laid aside his farming implements
and resolved to have a hand in the preservation of
the _Union. Going to Springfield, he enlisted iu
Company F , Fot·ty-fourth Ohio Infantry, and went
with his regiment to West Virginia under the com·
mand of Gen. Cox. They droYe the rebel Gen.
Floyd from Cotton !\fountain, and spent the following winter on the Kanawa. Later they met lbe
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enemy at Lewisburg, and from tuere d .-ove the
rebels from tbe Kanawa Valley, engaging them at
the battle of Charleston ann in several sldrm ishcs.
Thence they marcued to Point Pleasant, passed
tlu·ougll Covington and Lexington, Ky., f.-om there
to Danville and Frankfort, anrl in the latter place
were mounted and remained in the sadrlle for several months.
Mr. Kitchen was in t he baWe of Dutton Hill,
and saw much hard service in Kentucky anrl Tennessee, sldrmislli ng and scouting. Tiley were tuen
dismounted an d plnced under commanrl of Gen.
Burnside, who led them to Knoxville, where they
engaged in the siege of that city, and next followed
Gen . Longstreet into Virginia, attacking him above
Strawberry Plams. In the winter of 1863-64, Mr.
Kitcllen re-en listed in the Eightll Ollio Cavalry,
where he was tJromotcd to Second Sergeant and
later to Orderly Sergeant. Returning tllen to
West Virginia, he took part in HLmter's rairl, and
then retircn to Beverly and remainerl there through
the following summer. At this place they were
surprised by the rebels and part of their command
captured, but they were recaptured in a couple of
llours. At the same place afterwarrl they were
taken by surprise and nearly all the regiment was
captured. Mr. Kitchen, however, by passing himself off as a rebel, made his escape tl:rough tile
enemy's ranks. .During the day he remainerl in
hiding. He came near being capturen upon one
occasion by rebel cavalry, hut fortunately eluded
them. When finally beyond danger, he remained
for a time recruiting at Phillippi, W.Va., and from
there went to Clarksburg, in the same State. The
war being now enned, he received his honorable
diRcharge at Clarksburg, W .Va., .July 30, 1865.
Upon leav ing the serv i.ce lllr. Kitchen returned
to his ol<l haunts in his nativ e State, and began
again tbe life of a farmer. A few months later,
October 12, 1865, he was joined in wedlock with
Miss Lavina 1\f., daughter of James and Margaret
(Kitchen) Hatfielrl. The parents of Mrs. Kitchen
were natives of Ollio, and spent their last years in
Clarke County, both being now deceased. Mrs.
Kitchen was born May 7, 1841, anrl departed this
life at the homestearl in Green Townsllip, Clark
County, August 26, 1889. ~ix children llad been

born of this union, viz: Joseph L., Abraham L.,
James H .• Stephen, Erasmus J. and Wayne A. !\Irs.
Kitchen, like her husband, was a member of the
Free-Will Baptist Church, and the latter retains
his connection tllerewitb. llfr. Kitchen bas been a
School Director in his district and also a member
ot the Township Boai·d of Education. Politically,
he votes the straight Republican ticket, and has
frequently been sent as a delegate to the county
conventions. As a Union solrlier, he belongs to
Mitchell Post, No. 45, G. A. R., at Springfield.
Tile lander! estate of Mr. Kitchen embraces five
hunrlrerl and one acres, all in Green Township.
He purchased his present farm in 1865, anrl in
1874 he put up the present residence. He occupies himself iu general farming and makes a specialty of stock-raising. Tile olrl Kitchen homestead
has been in the· family for about one hundred
years. The patcmal grandfather of our subject
was Stepuen Kitchen, and the maiden name of his
wife was Ann l~acaw, and both were natives of
P ennsylvani a.

ON. CHARLES FENTON HOWARD, one
of the most prominent and enterprising
yonng business men of Xenia, is a son of
one of its earliest pioneers, Roswell F.
Howard, and was born July 12, 1859, in this city.
He first attended the public schools and afterward
entered Xenia College, in whicll he completerl the
literary course. After that he spent a year in
Antioch College. Thence he went to Ann Arbor,
Micll., and entered the Michigan State University,
but on account of failing health was unable to
complete his course of study there.
Mr. Howard until the spring of of 1883 was
comparatively inactive, endeavoring to recuperate,
and was then elected City Clerk. In attempting
to discharge the duties of this ·office be was seized
with his former illness and compelled to resign the
position before the expiration of his term. In the
meantime, when able, he pursued the study of law
in his father 's office. In the spring of 1888 he
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was elected Mayor of the city of Xenia, just fifty
years from the time that his father, in 1838, was
first elected to the same office.
Our subject was married at the bride's home
near Xenia, October 25, 1882, to Miss Adda G.,
daughter of George F. Cowdy. Of tbis union
there have been born no cbildren. Mrs. Howard
is prominently connected with the Methodist Episcopal Chu•·ch , and both are in the enjoyment of
• the esteem and confidence of hosts of friends. Mr.
Howard has been quite active in politics, and is a
stanch supporter of the Republican party.
Roswell F. Howard is a native of O!Jio, and
came this county during the days of its earliest
settlement. He was married in Ohio to Miss Margaret M. Steele, a native of this State._ The father
still resides in the cit.y of Xenia, but the mother is
deceased.
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ICKENSON S. BARRATT.

It affords the

Jll ))) I;Jiograpber at all times a rare pleasure to

P

chronicle the principal events in the histories of those brave pioneers who marched forward in advance of civilization itself and hewed
out paths through trackless forests, opened roads,
broke Janel hitherto untouched save by savages, and
made out of a wilderness a beautiful country, whose
grateful soil richly rewards the careful labor of the
husbandman. Among such pioneers proiDinent
mention belongs to the subjrct of this sketch and
his estimable wife, both of whom have ceased from
the labors of life, and now rest peacefully side by
side, nnrlisturherl by song of bird or merry laugh
of children.
New Jersey was the naLive l:itate of Mr. Barratt,
and in Camden he was horn October 16, 1796. His
father, Caleb Ban•.tl, was likewi~ hom in New
.Jers~ , jj,JJd emigrated to the Buckeye State in 1820.
Our subject accompanierl him, anrl immediately
began to work for himself, laying the founrlation
for a home of his own. Here also he met and wooerl
Miss ~'anny F'lrnham, with whom be was united
in marriage December 26, 1822. Mrs. Fanny
(Farnham) Barratt was born in Waterbury , Vt.,
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while her father, JohnS. Farnham, was a native of
New Hampshire. l-Ie was also a soldier in the
Revolutionary War, his services extending over
a period of five years, during which he was present at the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown.
He came to Ohio in 1810, when his daughter Fanny
was but seven years old. Sb~ •·emem be red crossing Lake Chautauqua, N. Y. , in n skiff with her
cousin, Miss Bemis; the crossing is yet known as
the Bemis Crossing in honor of the family .
Upon leaving his Eastern hom e Mr. Farnh,un
made his way to tbe head waters of the Ohio
River; where be ma(le a raft by lashing two flatboats togetber, on which tbe family came as far as
Montgomery, and there spent the winter. Tbey
then took up their residence at Centreville, where
they canied on a farm and dairy, keeping thirty
cows. and making cheese, which. was hauled to Cincinnati in wagons. In 1820 they removed to
Clark County, locating on tbe place now occupied by their granddaughter, Miss Adeline Barratt.
There Mr. Farnham died in 1827, his ~on-in-law,
the subject of this sketch, passing away at the same
place, ,July 15, 1836. Both were interred in the
Fletcher churchyard near Springfield.. They were
of the Free-Will Baptist Church, and the Fletcher
Church was the nearest one during the lifetime of
Mr. Barratt.
Mrs. B~rratt lived until January 31, 1890, when
she died from the effects of a fall she bad received
on December 4 preceding. She had reached the
advanced age of eighty-six years. Her life had
been cha•·acterized by the same sincere piety that
had marie her husband so deeply regretted when !Je
was cut rlown in early life, and she also possessed
social qualities that gained the respect of those
about her.
We appen() the following obituary
notice of this exeellent lady.
"l'rid:~y evening, January 31, 1890, Mrs. F.
Bllrratt died at her home four miles west of South
Charleston. On December 1, eight weeks prior to
her death , she fell, dislocating her hip and fracturing her right thigh bone, from which injuries she was
" patient sufferer, never murmuring. She· wns born
at Waterbury, Vt., December 23, 1803. When a
child of seven years bet· father, John S. Farnham,
and family were among the many who came West.
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A wagon transported them to the river, where
they constructed a raft by lashing two flatboats
together, and upon tuis they put tl!eir possessions.
Winter coming on, the ice became so thtc.k in tlle
river that they spent a few months in Mont)<omery,
Ol!io. The spring following they removed to Centreville , ou a farm a few miles from Lebanon, and
engagerl in tile rlairy business, hauling their cheese
to Cincinnati to be disposed of at l0w prices or exchanged for salt and other essenti~ls.
•·On the 1st uay of March . 1820, John S. Farnham entered a tract of land in Mauison Township,
now known as the Hall farm, and thereon c'rected
a house, which is still stanrling. On December 26,
1822, the · rlanghter, Fanny, became the wife of
Dickenson S. Bat:ratt, who shortly aftet·ward purchased a portion of the Fnrnl!am homeste.:d, erecting a house, where his widow afterward resided.
She lived a quiet life· during her last years, and
it was not genera\ly known of what a relic
Madison Township could boast. Up to the
time of the fatal accident she was e.ctive for one
of her years, being eighty-six on December 23.
She was a tme, noble Christian woman, an affectionate mother of six children, and a member of
the Free -Will Baptist Church at Pleasant Grove.
She delighted to have her friends come in ,. ancl
songs of praise and prayer were often h~ard in her
sick room . Mrs. Barrett's remains were laid to
rest beside those of her husuand at Fletcher Chapel, February 2. The services at the church were
conducted by the Rev. ll. F. Zell, and the lllrge
atulience bore evidetwe to the high esteem in which
the departed was held. All who knew Mrs. Barratt
recognized in her all that was good and true, and
extended the hand of sympathy to those of her
family who arc left to mourn the loss of one whom
all sadly miss, and who wait in hope of a glorious
immortality."
The family is now represeuterl by 1\Iis~ Adeline,
who still lives on the old homestead , which now
comprises thirty acres, nnrl who is the only survivor of six children. The othet·s wcr~ named
Clorinda, Menda, Sophronia, Sarah and Webster.
The brother died in Jacksonville, Fla., of lung
fever. He left a son and daughter, both of
whom are now married. None of the sisters

were ever married. Miss Barratt is a lady of high·
character, womanly graces, and intelligence. She
ever cherished the memory of her deceased parents,
and endeavors to narry out the precepts governing
their lives, and to continue every good work in
which they were interested.
The portrait of Mrs. Fanny Barratt, motller of
Miss Adeline, is sh0wn in connection with this
sketch.

LBERT M. STARK. The mercantile in' terests of Xenia have been for many years
worthily represented by Mr. Stark who
conducts a grocery and crockery store on
South Detroit Street, and who has long been favorably known among the business men of the city.
This is the city of his birth and the date thereof
June 4, 1822. His father, William T. Stark, came
to this county from Lexington, Ky., as early as
1814, and was the first silversmith to establish himself in business in this place. He manufactured
everything in his line, thimbles, rings, and the
various other ar~icles belonging to his trade, having his first shop on the north side of Third, between King and Detroit Streets. He followed this
business through his entire life, ancl also officiated
as Postmaster of Xenia, being appointed to this
office hy President Jackson in 1829 and hol;ling it
continuously until 1841. The onice was then located on Detroit Str~oet a· few doors south of Main.
The elder Stark was a prominent man in the community, and besides holding other official positions
was a member at one time of the Town Council.
The fatilcr of our subject was born in Loudoun
· County, Va., and was the son of John Stark, who
sub!squent!y removed to Lexington, Ky., anrl there
William F . com~leted his education and leurnecl his
trade. In 1814 he was married to Miss Lydia
Miley, of l]incinnaii. This lady was born ·in Washington County, Pa., whence she removed with her
parents to Columbia, Hamilton County; and lived
there until her marriage. This union resulted in
the birth of eleven children, of whom but five are
living. Mr. Stark died in 1858 in Xenia. The
wife and mother survived until 1872, epending her
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last days with children in Xenia. They were among
the early members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and the entire family was noted for its
exceptional honesty and business ability.
The subject of this notice completed his education under the tutorship of the well-known instmctor, Thomas Steele, a very popular an<l capable
teacher. He commenced his business career when
a boy in the store of Canby & Walton, and ren<ained with them for two years. Then, in 1838,
he engaged ,_;ith J. C. McMillan and remained with
him as clerk and partner for the long period of
twenty years. Subsequently he was with Stark,
Little & Cooper.
After the outbreak of the Civil War Mr. Stark,
in 1862, enlisted as a Union soldier in the One
hundreu and Tenth Ohio Infantry, and was at once
made Quartermaster of the Regiment, receiving
his appointment from Gov. Todd. The regiment
was assigned to the Army of the Potomac and opcrater! in West Vil·ginia with the Sixth Corps. At
Winchester, January 12, 1863, Mr. Stark was captured hy the rebels and experienced the horrors of
Libby prison for a period of fifteen months. During
this time he was never outside the walls, and bears
the distinction of being about the only man who
lived through such imprisonment for the same length
of time. His two companions both died in the
hospital and Mr. Stark was also there until paroled Septem her 12, 1864, and exchanged.
In January following, Mr. Stark returned to _his
regiment in fl'Ont of Petersburg and later had the
satisfaction of witnessing the surrender of Lee at
Appomattox. His regiment was then sent to Danville, Va.,_in which region they sojourned thirty
days, then went on to Richmond where they re .
mained three days and from there marched to
Washington and joined in the Grand Review. Mr.
Stark was mustered out of the service at Columbus
July 1, 1865; then returning home be at once engaged, in business at the ·c orner of Seeond and Detl'Oit Streets. Later he removed to the north side of
West Second 'ltreet and was also on the south siile
of that street. In April, 188~, Mr. Stat·k removed
to his present quarters. He is the olilest grocery
man in the city,'and is in the enjoyment of an rxtensive an~ 'profitable patronage.
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Mr. Stark for a number of years has been President of the Building and Loan Association, and
fot· twelve years was President of the School
Boanl; he was likewise a member of the City Council for many years. For six years he was resident
trustee of the Olcl Soldiers and Sailors Orphans'
Home, reeeiving his first appointment from Gov.
Hayes, the second from Gov. Bishop and the third
from Gov. Foster. Although keeping himstlf
posted upon the political issues of the day he has
never allowed his interest in politics to· affect his
business relations. ln the spring of 1889 he was
elected Appraiser of real estate for the west half
of the city. He belongs to the Masonic fraternity
and the Grand Army of the Republic. He was a
charter member of the Independent Order of Oriel
Fellows, of Xenia, and its first presiding officer. His
relig ious views coincide with the doctrines of the
l'resbyterian Church, of which he has been for
many years a member.
Mr. Stark was married,Febrnary 19, 1851 ,in Middletown, Ohio, to Miss Mary Ward, of that place.
Mrs. Stark was hom May 2, 1832, an<l is the daughter of James H. Ward, one of the pionr.cr merchants
of Middletown and who spent his last years in
Nauvoo. The two sons of Mr. and Mrs. StarkWilliam and Waltet· C.-are residents of Xenia.

/
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OHN M. HOFFA . Through Clark County
\J and far beyond its limits the New Carlisle
Sun and the Bu;keye Fa?"n~e>· arc well !mown ,
~~ being found in many households and tbeil·
columns being perused by thousands of rear!crs . It
affords pleasure to the biographical writer to incor-pomtc in this volume a sketch of the genial edito r
and publisher of these sheets, who demonstrates'
the fact that editors, like poets, arc born, not made.
The qualities which make a successful journalist
arc in bred and no amount of stu ely can supply the ~
lack of a keenness of ohs.ervation, acute perception
of the tastes of the public, and accur:1te judg~mcnt
on mat.tcrs treated in various departments of a
newspaper. Beginning his editorial career with
neither money nor experience; Mr. Hoffa bas made

=-I! !
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it a success; in fact every dollar which he has and
that which he is, are the results of his own natural
abilities and the use he has made of his talents, and
his life should encourage other poor boys in a manful determination to he "someboily."
Myerstown, Lebanon County, Pa., is the birthplace of him of whom we write ann his natal day
was December 9, 1854. His father, Levi Hoffa, n
native of the same county, ilieil at the early age of
twenty-nine years, when his son John was but two
years old . He was a tailor an«l carried on business
in Myerstown for a numbe•· of years. He was a
member of the Luthemn Church and a son of
Phillip and Elizabeth (Belcher) Hoffa who also
lived and died in Lebanon County. The mother
of our subject bore the maiden name of Susan
l\Ieily. She also is a native of Lebanon County,
Pa. She "is stiU surviving being now ahout fiftynine years of age. She is the mother of three chil<lren-Mary A., ,John M. and William G. The
first is the wife of George Umberger, a tailor n.t
Bismark, and the youngest son is a dealer in barber's supply at Harrisburg, Pa.
The early life of the subjecc of this sketch was
spent in his native place and his education obtained
in the Palatinate College at that place. Early in
life he began clerking and later was engaged in
businees for himself a short time. The field of
journalism attracted him and he abandoned his
former occupation to start the Londonde•-ry Weekly
Gazette, at Palmyra, a sheet which he conducted a
year. He then sold out, and removing to Larue,
Ohio, bought the Larue News, running it two years
hcfore selling. ·His next.enterprise was to buy the
New Carlisle Sun in 1883, which sheet he has since
owned, i:nana2"ed and edited. In 1887 he started
the Buckeye Farmer, which now has a circulation
of over five thousand copies.
· The success which Mr. Hoffa has met with in his
journalistic work has been merited by his close
ttpplication to the detRils of his business and his
earnest efforts to make of his publications newsy
and popular jourmls. The columns are filled with
interesting and instructive matter, adapted to the
family circle, as well as to the man who desires to
progress in the world and looks to the newspaper
fo1· information that will aid him in this effort. In

the editorial rlepartment one finds pungent criti·
cisms, suggestions anrl applications, and encouraging comment on all worthy enterprises.
On the 17th of July, 1875, Mr. Hoffa led to the
hymeneal altar llfiss Ida J. Zimmerman, of Palmyra, Pa., a young lady whose bright mind, cultured manner and fine character had won his esteem,
as they have the respect of many friends. She was
born in Palmyra and is the daughter of Abraham
and Maria (Henry) Zimmerman, natives of the
same place. Her happy union with our subject bas
been blessed by the birth of fou(interesting children-Mary J., Meily V., Harry L .,and Abram Z.
llfr. Hoffa is quite interested in the social orders,
and has taken all the degrees of the Independent
Or<ler of Odd Fellows and the Patriotic Order of
Sons of America, and ten degrees in:l\Iasonry.- He
is a member in good standing oCtbe Lutheran
Church.

AMUEL COOPER. Among the late solid
residents of New Jasper Township, Greene
County, Mr. Cooper usually was found at
his her..dquarters, where he had two hundred and seventy-two acres of choice land which
under his careful management had undergone a
thorough course of cultivation and is now the
source of a comfortable income. Without perhaps
being the hero of any thrilling event, Mr. Cooper
hac! signalized himself as an honest man and a good
citizen, voted the straight Republican ticket and
was one of the pillars of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. To this church his estim• ble wife and
their children also belong. The family is highly
respected in the community, being numbered
among its most reliable elements.
A native of Hardy County, now West Virginia,
the subject of this notice was horn April 29, 1829,
and came with his parents to Greene County when
a lad nine years of age. His father , John Cooper,
rented a tract of land three miles east of the
present site of Xe:nia and lived upon this five
years. He then removed one mile further east, locating on the Janaston Pike and ·occupied himself
as n tille1· of the soil until his death. The mother
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bore the maiden naiLe of Sites. She passed away
in 18.50. Their family consisted of seven children.
Samuel Cooper resided in Xenia and Jasper
Townships since coming to Greene County, and
occupied himself altogether with agricultural pursuits. He was married Nov~mber 4, 1852, at the
farm, ever since his home, to Miss .Mary, daughter
of the late George Fudge, who was likewise a pioneer settler of this county, locating in Jasper
Township where he spent th~ remainder of his clays.
Mr. Fudge was born in Rockbridge County, Va.,
whence be removed first to Warren County, this
State, and subsequently to Greene County. Mrs.
Cooper was born in Warren County , January 15 ,
1830. To !lfr. and Mrs. Cooper there have been
born eight children, four of whom rlied young.
The survivors arc John M. ; Sarah E., the wife of
C. Whitmer; Nancy E. , 1\Irs. John R. Sutton; and
Clara L., the wife of Lewis B. Stingley.
Our subject and his good wife commenced their
wedded life on the farm where they have since
liverl nnd which was formerly the property of Mrs.
Cooper's father. This fact increased its value to
them and it is to be hoped that the olrl homestead will
long remain in the possession of the family . The
Coopers have formed no unimportant factor in the
g.-owth and development of the county anrl are fully
worthy of representation in a work of this kind.
Samu el Cooper died April 12, 1890, mourned by
all who knew him .

ARREN LEDBETTER. This substantial
farmer and worthy citizen occupies one of
the valuable farms of Greene County, it
being situated two anrl a half miles south of Xenia,
in Xenia Township, and consists of one hundred
broad acres. He was born in Allen County, Ky.,
January 28, 1822, and was brought by his parents
to Greene County during his childhood. He was
therefore reared and edueated here, beginning
work for himself when he bad reached man 's estate. On Aptil 2, 1849, he was uniterl in marriage
with Miss Lauer Arlams, a native of Pfmnsylvani:t,
but at the time of their marriage a resident of
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Greene County. ~he is a woman of estimable qual·
ities,who has devoted herself untiringly to the comfort an<I welfare of her household and proved a true
helpmate to her husband.
For some five years Mr. Ledbetter lived on the
Cincinnati Pike, but about 1853, removed to his
p•·esent location where he had purchased fifty acres
of land. To this he has added, making up the
present acreage and placing it all in a state creditable alike to his ef!ergy, thrift, anrl good judgment.
He and his wife have reared a family of seven children, named respectively : John S., Arabella,
Joseph W., Catherine E ., Emma V., Thomas H.,
and Ida E. Both parents are consistent members
of the Methodist Church, and by their neighbors
and fellow-ciLizens are esteemed as those should be
who live upright anrl industrious lives.
The parents of Mrs. Ledbetter were Thomas and
Dorothea (Linkhart) Adams, both of whom were
natives of the Old Dominion. After having liverl
in Pennsylvania, where .Mr. Adams was occupied
at his trarle as a carpenter, they came to this State
in 1833, and be then took up the vocation of farming. He reared live sons and four daughters. His
father's name was David Adams.
Warren Ledbetter is the youngest of nine children born to Hamlin and Disey (Wright) Ledbetter. His parents were natives of Bmnswick County,
Va., where they were married, removing to Allen
County , Ky., about 1820, and in 1828 coming to
this State and Greene County. They settled three
miles southwest of Xenia and after residing there
eigbt.years sold and removed to another part of the
township. The brotbe•·s and sisters of onr subject
bore the names of Stephen, Nancy, Elizabeth , lliartha, James, John, Robinson and George. The parents belonged to the Methodist Episcopal Clmrch
and the father was a sol1lier in the War of 1812.
The eldest son and chilrl of the subject of thie
notice was born December 23, 1849 , on his grandfather's old homestead three miles south west of
Xenia. He has lived on the same farm with his
father or on an adjoining one all his life. On November 25 , 1878, the riteR of wedlock were celebrated between him and Mary E. Parlett, with
whom he lived happily until March 20, 1889, when
the devoted wife and mother was removed by the
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hand of death, leaving three children-Fmncie K,
Carrie L., an<l Georgie A. She was born near
Ridgeville, Warren County, March 16, 1850, and
was a daughter of James and Rebecca Parlett, her
father being a farmer in her native county. John
S. Ledbetter belongs to the Methodist Episcopal
Chmch, of which his deceased wife was also a member. He possesses an upright character, an intelligent min<l, and the energy and perseverance which
leads to success in business life.

OHN F;. CLICK, a well-to-do and respected
citizen of Springfield, within whose limits
he owns .a valuable and highly-improved
tract of land, where he and his wife have established a pleasant home, comes of a worthy pioneer family who locatftlll in Clark County among
its early settlers in the '30s, and identified themselves with its agl"icultuml interests, assisting in
developing the land from the primeval wilderness.
Rockingham County, Va., is the birthplace of
our subject, and June 28, -1831, tile tlate tllercof.
His father, Samuel Click, was horn, rem·erl u.nd
married in tllat State, Mary Garber, also a native
of the Old Dominion, becoming his wife. In 1838
they started West ward witll their three children,
llaving decided to build up a new home in the
forest wilds of Ohio. They inade the entit·e journey overland, taking their cooking utensils with
til em , and when they camped by the way cooked
their food, and after traveling thirty-one" days
they arrived in Clarl< County. Mr. Click bought
a tract of land in German To~nsllip,of which a small
part was cleared of the heavy timber that covere<l
it, and in the dense forest that stood on the remainder, wild turkeys, deer and other game were
plenty, and richly furnished the larder that in
those pioneer times might otherwise occasionally
have been scantily suppli"-d with food . The family
resided in that place some years, and during that
time the father by hard and skilful labor cleared
and cultivated quite a number of acres. He finally
disposed of the whole at a good price, an<l buying
elsewhere in tbe same township, was a resident

J

there until llis death deprived the community of
an industrious and useful citizen. His wife also
spent het last years on the home farm. They were
the parents of eight children, seven of whom were
reared to maturity.
The son of whom we write wa& seven years old
when he came to this county with his parents, but
he still has a vivid remembrance of the long journey from his early home and of the incidents of
their pioneer life here. There were no rail ways
or canals here for some years after their removal
to this State, and all transportation was witll team
over rC>ugh roads. Settlements were scattered, ann
the country generally was in a wild conilition, and
it has been our subject's privilege to witness the
gradual upbuilding and to promote it.s prosperity
in a measure. He lived with his parents until he
had attainerl to manhoo(l, and then started in life on
his own account. He first visited Indiana and invested in a tract of wild land in Clay County. He
never located on it, however, but returned to German Township, Clark County, where he engaged
in farming until his marriage. That important
event in his life took place in 1864, when Miss
Sarah Hyer, a native of Greenfield, Ohio, joined
hands with !Jim in matrimony and hecame his
active assistant in the up building of a home. After
his marriage :Mr. Click resided in Mad River
Township, Clark County, one year, and then
traded for property in this city and engaged in
the grocery business the ensuing year. At the
expiration of that time he bougllt the place where
l.tc now resides. Here he has twenty-tllree acres
of finely-improved land, all included within the
city limits, which has greatly increased in value
with the growth of Springfield. Mr. and Mrs.
Click'e pleasant home circle is completed by tl.te
three children that have blessed their unionAustia,who is the wife of Beecher T . Black; Samuel
and 111ary, who are at home with their parents.
Coming to this county wllen it was still in its
primeval state, our subject has seen farm after
farm llewn from the forest wilds, by the industrious
and persevering labors of the hardy, intelligent
pioneers who laid the foundations for tl.te present
prosperity and high standing of this glotious
Commonwealth. During the fifty and more years
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that he has lived here as a boy and man he has
seen thriving villages and busy towns spring up
where . once the Indian chased the wild game
through the forests and ovet· the uncultivated prairies; and the city of Springfielcl that be chose
for his abiding place, has grown from an insignificant hamlet witb but few inhabitants to a large and
enterprising metropolis, with e·1idences of wealth
and prosperity on every band, and a population
of nearly forty thousand people. Our subject bas
Jed an honorable, upright life that entitles him to
the esteem in which he is beld by all about him.
By the exercise of those inherent traits of thrift,
prudence and a capacity for intelligeut labor, with
which be is so well endowed, he has, as we bave
seen, placed hirns~lf far above want, and with his
wife, to whose active co-operative labors be is
greatly indebted, he is quietly passing his declining years in peace, plenty and comfort. He and
his wife are working members of the German Baptist Church, and by the example of their daily
lives show tbe reality of their religion. PoUtically,
he is a Republican.
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long as he lived, with tbc exception of ten years
during which he was engaged in the mercantile
business. He was a roan remarkably conscientious
in his dealings and was never known to engage in
an enterprise which compromised his integrity or
his manhood. Sober, frugal and industrious, tbe
guiding rule of his life was to do unto others as he
would be done by. These principles, couplerl with
firmness and decision of character, enabled him to
withstand the many temptations which beset mankind and he was held in peculiar confidence and
respect by all who knew him. He was from a
young man, prominent in his community and was
called to various positions of trust and responsibility, the duties of whieh he discharged with credit
to himself and satisfaction to all concerned .
When a youth of eighteen years Mr. Christopher
made a public profession of religion and identified
himself with the Christian Churcb at Jamestown,
of which he ever afterward lived a faithful and
consistent member. He was a liberal contributor
to the support of the society and rendered substantial assistance in the erection of the church
building. A man of deeds rather than of words,
be made it the rule of his life to make no promises
which he could not fulfill. In 1865 he identified
himself with the Masonic fraternity, of whose
N DREW JACKSON CHRISTOPHER.
principles he was a warm admirer and with which
Among those whose labors are ended, but · he continued to the end of his days.
]/{ll who, by their worthy lives still claim reThe last illness of Mr. Christopher, during which
YJJ
rnernbrance, may be properly mentioned
he suffered six weeks with typhoid fever, vibrating
Mr. ·Christopher. an early resident of Jamestown,
between life and death, was borne with un exampled
Greene County, and who departed this life at his
patience and resignation. It is true he was surhome in that city, January 18, 1888. He was one
rounded with every comfort which money could
of its best-known citizens, liberal and public-spirited
buy and which affection could procure and was
and prominently connected with many enterprises
watched over by his devoted wife and anxious
tending to its growth and development. He was children as well as the many frie.nds who sadly
born June 4, 1826, in Fayette County, Pa., being one
missed him from their cheerful social circles. The
of a family of nine children, four sons anrl five
best medical treatment, however, was without avail
daughters, tbe offspring of Gidoon and Sarah Chrisand his emaciated body yielded to the fell destroyer
topher, who were natives of Pennsylvania.
at last, when he was suffered to pass quietly away,
When Andrew J. was a lad of six years he was
finally without pain and as though falling asleep.
taken by his parents to 'Clinton County, this State,
His age wa.s sixty-one years, seven months and
and a few years later to Greene County, where be
fourteen days.
spent tbe remainder of his life, When appror.ching
The marriage of Andrew J. Christopher and Miss
manhood he served an apprenticeship at the carEliza .J. Johnson was celebrated at the bride's horne
penter's trade and followed this, more or less as
in Silver Creek Township, Greene County , June 6,
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1851. ~Irs. Cl!ristopher was born near .JamesLown,
December 4, 1831, and was the daugl!ter of John
D. an<l Martha (Johnson) Johnson, wbo were natives respectively of Campbell County, Va. and
Highland County, Ohio. The father was born
April 19, 1800, and the mother December ~2.1808.
In 1807 the parents of Mr. Johnson leaving Virginia, removed to Highland County, this State, and
Mr. Johnson lived with them there until reaching
manhood. l-Ie then loeated in Greene County,
where he met andruarried his future wife.
Mrs. Christopher was a child of three years,
when, in 1811, her parents removed to Jamestown,
where she was reared to womanhood. She was the
daughter of James L. and Louisiana (Moorman)
Johnson, who were among the earliest settlers of
Greene County. They lived to be quite aged,
being permitted to witness the development of the
wilderness into the abode of a prosperous and intelligent people. They resided first in Silver Creek
Township, when later they removed to ~efferson
Township and there spent their last days.
Mr. aud l\'lrs. Johnson after their m~rriage settled ou a farm east of Jamesto-wn, and for many
years lalJOrcrl early and lute in the building up of
a homestead. After the removal to the village of
Jamestown, Mr. Johnson was for twenty-one yeao·s
n .Justice of the Peace. He died in August, 186:!,
nt the age of sixty-two years. He was for many
years an active member of tile Christian Church
ann prominent in all goon works. The wife and
mother is yet living making her home with her
daughter, Mrs. Christopher, and although over
eighty-two yeao·s old, is still bright, active and
intelligent. i:ihe also belongs to the Christian
Church.
To 1\Ir. and l\lrs ..Johnson there was born a fam·ily of five children, of whom !\irs. Christopher was
the eldest. She and her brother, Samuel T., are
tbe only survivors. The latter was the youngest
anrl is now a resident of Paulding County, Oloio,
where he occupies himself ns a general mechanic.
Mrs. Christopher was reared and educated in Greene
County and by her union witlo our subject became
the mother of six chilrlren, all of whom are living.
Cyrus T . married Miss Lucinda Thornburg, and in
partnership with his brother, James, is engaged as

a grain buyer in Jamestown; Ella is the wife of
Frank C. l'ea~e, a railroad engineer and they mal<e
their home in Dayton; James above mentioned,
married Miss Mary Tilden and they live in Jamestown; Stephen A. Douglas, a railroad man, mao·ried Miss Ida Pence, and they make their home in
Jamestown; Lilly is the wife of John Hamilton, a
railroad agent and they reside in Jamestown; Andrew J. C. Jr., is agent ancl telegraph operator for
the Dnyton, Ft. Wayne & Chicago Railroad Company; he marriedl\'liss Sally Wymeo· and they live
in Jnmestown. !\irs. Christopher is a member in
good standing of the Metbodist Episcopal Church
and greatly respected by all who know her.

i

SWAYNE BARRETT, n miller and farmer

~ of Spring Valley Township, although yet
~ in early manhood, has gained an cnvinble

reputation among tbe early citizens of Greene
County for industry, intelligence and successful
business management. His fnrm comprises one
hundred and twenty acres of fertile land, mostly
nnder cultivation.
Not only is Mr. Barrett successful as an agriculturist, but he is a practical miller, and has heen engage•] in that business since the age of twenty-one
years, with tbe exception of six yea1s passed in
the gmin and pork business :and tilling the soil.
The mill operated by Barrett's Sons . is known far
aml wide for the quality of the flour it produces,
as well as for the courteous treatment the customeo·s are always sure of receiving from the proprietors. By his genial manners and honorable
dealings with everyone, 1\Ir. Barrett has gained for
the mill a wide patronage, and is still fm·ther in.
creasing its trade nntl its facilities for accommodating friends.
A native of Spring Valley Township, Greene
County, Mr. Barrett was born September 1, 1852.
His pnrents were the Hon. Isaac 1\I. and Rebeecn
(Swayne) Barrett. The former was a man of
some prominence iu political circles, and uniformly
voted the Republican ticket. He was twice married, his first wife being the mother of our subject.
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Rho was the daught"er of Tllomas and Eliza (Smith)
Swayne, the former born in Philadelphia, whence
be removed to the northern part of Ohio, and later
came to Clarke County, the same State. His death
occuned in Spring Valley in 1864, after a •·esidence there of a bunt five years. He had, however,
lived in Clarke County about twenty years. His
wife passed away in Sprmgfield. Their daughter
Rebecca was one of a family of five children,
namely: Joshua, a prominent physician of Springfield; Thomas, of Los Angeles; Mary, Rebecca and
one who died in infancy. Politically, Mr. Swayne
was originally a Whig, but after the organization
of the Republican party he joined its ranks, believing its principles to be more nearly correct than
tllose of any other party. He was a brother of
Chief ,Justice Noah Swayne, and by an upright life
reflected credit upon the honorable name he bore.
At the age ·of three years our subject was deprived ·of a mother's care, but her place was to
some extent fillerl by his grandparents, 1\ir. an•!
:Mrs. Swayne, who took their orphaned grandson
into their home. Later l saac Barrett was again
married, nnd took his soH into his own home.
There he was given still more extended facilities
for knowledge, attending the schools of Spring
Valley, Springfield •.nd Antiocll. Being of a practical and inflependent spirit, he early commenced to
make his own way in the world, ancl has succeeded
in accomplishing many of the hop~s ullerished in
youth. He has the hope of many years of life yet
before him, and these will be filled with continued
efforts in behalf of his family and his community.
Mr. Barrett, when twenty-five years of age,
wishing to establish home ties of his own, was
united in marriage, December 25, 1877, with l\1i,s
Carrie, daughter of William and Martba L.
(Young) W eller, of Centerville, Montgom ery
County, Ohio. William Weller followed the occup>tiun of a farmer <luring almost the entire period
of his life, whicll covered three-score and four years.
lie died in 1882; his wife yet survives, making
her home in Spring Valley, Greene County. Religionsly , both were members of the Baptist Church.
·fheir family comprised one son, Samuel, and three
daughters, Sallie, Mellie and Carrie, the latter
being the wife of om subject. She was born
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September 15, 1855, in Centerville, Montgomery
County, and received a good education in her native place and Springfield, Ohio. Her intelligence,
refinement and winning ways have won hel" many
friends in tbis community. She has borne Mr.
Barrett three children- Mary Swayne, who died
at the nge of three years; Fred W ., and Hazel C.
The two survivors are bright children of ten and
t!Jrec years. Mr. Barrett, together with his wife,
holds membership in the Society of Friends.

\TF)))~EV. JAMES GILLESPY CARSON. . A
service of over twenty years in the Secoud United Presbyterian Church, of Xenia,
~has made tltis faitllful minister well known
to most of the people of this locality. He came to
Xellia in November, 1869, as pastor of his present
charge, anrl during tile y~ars which have elapsed
bas, by his devotion to duty, been the means of
greatly increasing the nun1bers and influence of the
clJUrch. Not only is he held in high esteem by
his own immediat.e people, llnt by the community
at large. In the fttll of 187 3 he was elected Profes~or of Homiletics and Pastoral Theology, occupying the Chair for fifLeen years, ami until the
spring of 1888, when, finding his duties too many,
he resigned . his Professorship, and nOV~C simply
gives his labors to l1is ordinary church work.
The subject of this notice was born near Marysville, Blount County, Tenn. , February 11, 1833,
and is the son of Rev. David and Jane Walker
(Gillespy) Carson, who were natives respectively
of Franklin County, Pa., and Blount County,
T enn.
The Rev. David Carson was, at an early
age, grarluated from Jefferson College, and then
continued hi8 studies under Dr. John M. Mason, of
the Associate Reformr.d Clwreh, for tllree years.
Subsequently be studierl under Dr. Joseph Banks,
of Philadelphia, ·and who was also of the Associate
Church.
He then assumed cha.rge of a church
near 1\iarysville, where be remained nine years.
Then, in 1833, be was selected Professor of the
·Associate Presbyterian Semimtry. at Cannonsburg,
Pa., and which was later removed to Xenia.
The father of our subject came Nortll in June,
\
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1834, and r1ied September 25, following, before entering upon the duties of his professorship. The
pnrcntal family consiste•i of turee children: Dr.
David Walker Carson, of Burgettstown, Pa.; .James
Gillespy, of this notice; and !Wen J., who died in
l\iay, 185~, at the age of twenty.three years. The
paternal grundfatber, David Carson , emigrated
from Irelnud, it is believed , as early as 1775, and
settled at Greencastle, Pa., where he followed his
trade of a tailor. His wife bore the maiden name
of .Jane Oliver; she was a granddaughter of Rev.
James Fisher, author of Fisher's Catechism, an•l
the great-granddaughter of Ebenezer Erskine, one
of the founders of the United Presbyterian Cburcb.
Grandfather Carson rem·ed severn! sons, the
eldest being William, a mercbant of Chillicothe,
Ohio; Thomas, who was &peakcr of the Pennsylvania Senate; and James 0., who rose to the dignity of .Judge, and resided in Mercersburg, l'a.
One daughter died unmarried. On the maternal
side, Grandfather James Gillespy was bom in Augusta County, Va., in 1772, and about 1780, removed with his parents to T ennessee, where he
became a prominent farmer and politician, and
served in the Tennessee General Assembly. His
family consisted of four sons, wbo all ber:ame
prominent men, and one ilaughter, Jane Walker,
who became tbe mother of our subject. The
maiden name of his wife was Elinor Cowan. Grandmother ·Gillespy hurl an aunt, Jenny Cowan, who
was capturect by the Shawnee Indians, in Tennessee, and conveyed by them to Old Chillicothe, uow
Oldtown, Greene County, where she was assisted
to escape hy an Indian chief, who sent her across
Lake Erie on the ice to Detroit, whence she was
taken to Pittsburg and from there down the river
to i\laysville, being returned to her home after an
absence of seven years. Her husbanrl was killed at
the time of her capture, but she secured his sca!p,
which had been taken by the Indians, and carried
it in her bosom. Subsequently she was again marrird, and captured a second time by the Cherokee
Indians, with whom she remained two years, in
Then, ber neighbors having captured
Georgia.
some of the tribe, an exchange was made and her
release secured.
The suhject of this sJ,etch was reared in Can-

nonsburg, Pa., and completed his education in .Jefferson College, being graduated with the degree of
A. B., in the class of 1849. Afterward he follo wed the profession of teaching for about three
years, principally in Hookstown Academy, until
the sum me•· of 1852, when he entered the seminary
of Cannonsburg, fwm which he was graduated in
the spring of 1855, just prior to the removal of
that institution to Xenia.
Mr. Carson was married October 1, 1856, to Miss
l\Iary Houston Clarkson, daughter of Rev. Thomas
B. Clarkson, of Mercersburgb, Pa., and granddaughter of Rev. James Clarkson , of Gurnston,
Pa. After marriage he settled in South Buffalo,
Pa., where be remained from the fall of 1856 until
the spring of 1867. Thence he removed to Cannonsburg, remaining until the fall of that year
and then took up his residence in Xenia.
During the progress of the Ci vii War Mr. Carson was connected with the Christian Comi:nission,
stationed at Romney, Va. The following spring
he went to Knoxv ille, Tenn. He is an able and
eloquent divine, a close student and an extensive
reader, and brings to the duttes of his calling a
large experience and an extended observation of
human kind and its needs. To him and his estimable wife there bave been born no children .
Elsewhere in this V(,lume may l:>e found a lithog raphic portrait of Rev. Mr. Carson.

J

ENIAH F. ST.•JOHN. There is unques.
tionahly a certain dignity attached to the
man who maintainn his resilience upon the
spot where be was born. Mr. St. John first
opened his eyes to the light undm· the roof where
he now resides, June 27, 1842. His parent.s wet·e
among the earliest settlers of Cresar's Creek Township, Greene County, they being Daniel W. and
Eliza (Bone) St. John, the former of wbom was born
in 1805 near Lebanon, this State.
The father of our subject was reared to manhood
io bis nati\'e township and after his marriaae
cated in Cresar's Creek Township, this c~unty,
where ·he had secured one hundred and twelve
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<teres of new land. He was more than ordinarily
prospe.-ous as a tiller of the soil and invested his
capital in additional land, becoming owner of four
other farms and his possessions 5nall y aggn•gnting
five hundred and th{rty acres. In tile spring of
1864 he left the old Jnrm and locr.tted on one hun •lred and sixty acres of land near the city of Xenia.
He was a very enterprising and progressive spirited
man and was among the first breeders of Shorthorn cattle in this section of country. He put up
a brick residence in Cresar's Creek Township in
184 1, one of the first structures of the kind in t he
township and which is now occupied by his son,
our subject.
Dnniel W. St. John was a man of devoted piety,
a prominent member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, filling many of its offices ancl officiating
as Class-Leader fo•· many years. At an enrly date
he became a life member of the Miss ionary Associ a·
tion and was a liberal giver to all worthy objects.
During the existence of the old Whi g party he was
one of its stanchest adherents but upon its abandonment he allied himself with the Republicans. He
departed this life at tne old home in Xenia T own ship in February, 1872. His father, John St. John,
the patemal grandfather of om subject, was a native of Vermont, whence be emigrated to Warren
County, Ohio, about 1800. Subsequently he served
in the War of UH2. He was married and reared
a large family of children and made fo•· himself
the record of an honest man and a good citizen.
The St. John family is of French descent and was
first represented in America probably during tbe
Colonial days.
The subject of this notice remained under the
parental roof during the years of his early youth
and manhood and until after the outbreak of the
Civil War. He finally concluded that it W lS his
rluty to assist in the preservation of the lJ nion and
nccor<lingly enlisted October 18, 1861, in Company
A, Seventy-fourth Ohio Infantry. He first went
with llis regi ment to Columbus, and participated in
many important battles, being at Ft. Hen ry, Neal's
Jlenrl, NaslJVille, (November 2, 1862) Stone River,
Hoov er's Leap, Tulla'loma and Dry Gap, Ga. He
was also at Chickamauga, Mission Ridge, Tunnell
_Hill , Daltou, Res!ica, Dallas Gnp, Pine Mountain,
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Peach Tree Creek, Cbattahoochie, Atlanta, Jonesboro, Savannah, Bentonville, Goldsboro and Raleigh. Although experiencing many hairbread th
escapes he was never wounded or captured and
never faile d to report for duly. He enlisted as a
private and was mustered out as Onlerly Flerge<1nt
which rank be llad held about four months. He
had the satisfaction of witnessing and participating
in the Grand Review at Washington and then
going to Louisville, Ky. , was g iven an honorable
discharge, July 10, 1865. His first term of enlistment expired December 31, 1863, when he veteranized and re-entered the ranks.
Upon leaving the army Mr. St. J ohn returned to
his old home and engaged in farmin g. In the
spring of 1866 he took up his resilience at the old
homestead where be bas since lived. He is now
the owner of one hundred and three well- tillr.d
acres and makes a specialty of cattle and swine.
He bas been an acti vc Republican all his life. In
tlie spring of 1887 he was electeri Townshi p Trustee and in the sprin2' of 1890 was re-elected hy an
increased majority.
Mr. St. John contracted matrimonial ties August
23, 1866, being wedded to Miss Mary E. Hook.
This larly was born nea •· Xenia, April 26,. I 843, to
Louis and Minerva (Lloyd) Hook, who were likewise natives of Xenia Township and the father a
farmer by occupation. Charles Hook, an uncle of
Mrs. St. John, is represented on another page in
this work. Her mother was a daughter of John
Lloyd wbo married Sophia 0. Wright. They were
both natives of Virginia ancl came to this county
in their youth with their re~pective parents. Mr.
Lloyd engaged in farm ing and became well-to-do.
He was born in Dinwiddie County, Va., May 28,
1785, ant! died at his home south of the city of
Xenia, April 23, 1872. His wife survived him a
year. Granclfathcr Lloyd served in the War of
1812. He was the son of Rev. Lewis Lloyd, a
member of the Methodist Episcopal Churoh wbo
settled first in Sussex County, Va., and thence in
180.5 came to the young State of Ohio, locating in
this county. John Lloyd was an active and devoted Christian and labored as he had opportunity
to flll·ther th e Master's cause.
Mrs. St. John was the third in a family of two
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sons atHl three daughters, and by her union with
our subject became the mother of nine children.
These were named respectively , Clarence ti., Lewis
E., Walter C., Mary E., Amy E., Robert E., (deceased), James G., Julia, 1\Iaude and Clara L. Mr.
and Mrs. St. Johil are leading members of the
1\Ietbodist Episcopal Church.

OHN W. MANOR i8 a contractor anrl

J
j

1 builder at Xenia, with shops located at No.
24, Eru;t Second Street, anrl· having a com-

~ fortable and attractive home at No. 126·
Having followed his trade of a carpenter and builller
here for a number of years, during which time be
worked on some of the prominent buildings of the
city, he was known to be a master of bis busine~s,
wben be began contracting. He has therefore established a thorough reputation for the reliable
workmanship and honorable fulfillment of contracts, and built up a good trade.
l\lr. Manor was born near Winchester, Frederick
County, Va., August 24 , 182{. His father, Ben.
jam in Manor, who was born in Bucldey County,
of the Oltl Domini.)n, married Catherine Marsh,
and resided in Buckley and Frerlerick Counties
until1828. He then came to Greene County,driving
all the way, bringing with llim a family which at
that time includerl eight sons and three daughters.
Xenia then bad a population of perhaps one thousanrl souls, anrl other parts of the county differed
proportionately ft·om their present condition. The
parents located on 1\Iain Street, but. on March 1,
1829, removed to a farm on the Dayton Pike; the
place was supplied with a log house and a barn,
anrl some clearing bad been done upon it. It was
improved by its new owner, who made 'it his home
during the remainder of his life, his death taking
place in 1860, at the age of seventy years and ten
n,ontlls. His farm comprised two hundred acres,
and harl been place•l in such a condition as to
rank among the best in this part of the county.
1\ft·. Manor was a man of prominence in the community in which he lived. For three years he was

Director of the Infirmary. He belonged to the
Whig party in his early life, and was one of the
first to be classed as a Republican. He was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. His
widow survived until May 14, 187 4, when she
closed her eyes to earthly things. They had reared
a family of twelve chilrlren, eight of whom lived
to mature years.
The gentleman with whose name we introduce
this sketch completed his education in Xeuia, and
in this place learned his trade, beginning work for
himself upon reaching man's est.ate. lie followed
his trade until 1859, when he returned to his
father's home and took charge of the farm. Ht
remainerl there two years, and was tben reappointed
Superintendent of tile Infirmary, a position that
he held until tlte spring of 1869, his reappointment
each succeeding year speaking well for his efficiency.
He then came again to Xenia, and worketl at his
trade until 1871, when he began contracting, since
which time he has made that a specialty.
In 1871 Mr. Manor was elected an Infirmary
Director, ai1d held that office three years. In 1884
he was again elected to the position , which he still
holds, being now the oldest director on the board,
of which he is the clerk. In 1855, be served as
Township Assessor. He is a prominent member
of tlte Republican party. hn ving for two years been
a member and Chairman of the County Centml
Committee, and dming the past year Chairman
also of the Executive Committee. He is identified with the Independent Order of 0•1<1 Fellows,
being a member both of the Subordinate Lodge
and of the Encampment. He belongs to the Reformed Chnrch, and is highly spoken or' by the people among whom his lot is cast, his long residence
having given them abundant opportunities to test
his worth.
On June 12, 1844, the interesting ceremony was
performed that gave Mr. Manor a wife and Miss
Margaret A. Scott a llusband. The bride was
born in Beaver Creek Township, this county, December 27, 1824, and grew to maturity in Xeniu,
where she obtained a good education and acquired
those excellent principles and useful habits so neerlfnl to make a happy home and to properly rear a
family. Her father, James A. Scott, a native of
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Pennsylvania, settled in this cou nty in 1814, retuming the following fall to his native State for
his marriage to Miss Elizabeth Shannon. He mad e
his home in Beaver Creek Townsllip until 1827,
when he removed to Xenia, making that his home
until his death. He and his faithful companion
died in 1 B81, the husband breathing his last August 12 , and tile wife October 24. 1\Ir. Scott
served as Sheriff <luring two terms of eight years,
was County Auditor two years, was Justice of the
Peace fo r some time; and was a Representative in
the Legislature for two terms about 1840. For
many ye.ars tllereafter he was retained in the office
of County Recorder, during a long 1;eriod of years
being pl'Ominent as an official and a p•·ivate citizen.
A fine family of nine children bas been bom to
Mr. and Mrs. Manor, all still living in the enjoyment of good health. the youngest having now
rea<"lled the age of twenty-four years. Tile family is somewllat scattered-David T., now living at
Hartford City, Incl.; William A., at New Albany,
Incl .; Samuel H., at Xenia; Asbury L. , in Hartford City, Incl. ;){ate, who is the wife of Henry C.
Bankard, in Xenia Township; Nettie, remaining
with her parents; Benjamin L ., making his lwme
at Connors ville, Ind.; James S., in Chicago, Ill. ;
and John E., at Xenia, where he is staiion operator.

-/
J
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OSHUA III. JACKSON, a leading farmer in
Xenia To'lllnship, Greene County, is tilling
; one hundred and forty acres of choice land,
!J where he has a comfortable home and in a
co~munity whose people hold him in the highest
repect. He was born November 17,1829,in Cedar.
ville Township, and is a ·son of Hon . .Robert Jackson, a native of Eastern Ohio; the latter was born in
1798, and whan reaching man's estate was married
to Miss .Minerva J. Eddy.
The mother of our
subject was a native of Wan·en County, Oilio,
where she was re-.recl and married.
Tile parents of our subject, after their marriage
settled at once in Cedarville Township, this
county, where they lived untill81>8. Then selling
out they changed their residence to Xenia, where

I
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tllcy sojourned until 1870. Then they removed
to a farm in Xenia Township, where the father
died about 1878. The mother died in Yellow
Rprings village, in 1884. Th e household circle included twelve children, seven sons and five claugh .
ters, five of whom died in infancy.
Mr. Jackson was the fourth child of his parents,
and was reared in Cedarville Township, Greene
County, living th ere also about two years after his
marriage. He then settled on the farm which he
now owns and occupies. He was wedded at the
bride's home, in Xenia Township, November 17,
1852, to Miss Mary M., daughter of Alexander
and Ele:mor (Fitzgerald) Goudy, who were natives of Kentucky.
1\Ir. and M•·s. Goudy were
reared and married in their native State, whence
they came to this county and settled in Xenia
Township, where they spent tho remainder of their
clays . . Mr. Goudy died in August, 1872, and his
excellent wife in 1846. · They were tb.e parents of
eight childt·en, three sons anfl five claughtm·s, of
whom Mrs. Jackson was next to the youngest.
She was born July 9, 1830, and of her union with
our subject there have been born five children,
viz.: Robert A., Charles C., .Joshua C., ,Joseph E.
and Mary. Robert died when an interesting youth
of sixteen years; Charles C., who possesses more
than ordinary business ability and energy, started
out at an early age on ilis own account and is now
in tile ba.nldng business at. Osborn, holding a fine
position among his fellow citizens, socially and
financially ; Joshua C. is farming in Xenia Town.
ship; Joseph E. is in the mercantile business at
Xenia.
Mr. Jackson has held some of the school offices,
and in politics is a sound Republican.
Both he
and his estimable wife are members, in good standing, of the United Presbyterian Church. During
the Civil War, Mr. Jackson entered the Union
Army, enlisting in May, 1864, in Company F,
One hunilred and Fifty-fourth Ohio Infantry,
serving with the one hundred days' men. Notwitilstancling be escaped some of the harder experiences of army life, he suffered exposure to such an
extent that his health was greatly impairerl.
Ron. Robert Jackson, the father of our subject,
was one of the leading men of this county. Prior
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to the war he was Brigadier-General of the Greene
County Militia. He at one time represented the
county in the State Legislature, and for nine
years was one of the County Commissioners. He
was looked upon as one of the most liberal and
public-spiritecl men of his time.
Alexander Goudy, the father of Mrs. Jackson,
served as a soldier in the War of 18U. He fut·nished a fine exf\mple of honor and morality , was
possessed of more than ordinary intelligence and
a man looked up to in his commnuity. Both the
Jackson and Goudy families occupy no unimportant position in tlle history of the county.

~\JwlLLIAM MARQUART, l\1. D., a native of

\\vis/[

Clark County, now residing in Spring'1!/W fielcl, bas a high reputation not only as a
skillful and eminently successful pllysician, but also
as an able business man and financier. He may
be accorded a place among the leading agriculturists of this part of Ohio, as among other valuable property he owns an entire section of land,
and even more, which is improved and divided
into well-appointed farms.
Our subject is of French descent on the paternal
side. His father, Peter Marquart, was born near
Carlisle, Pa., a son of Philip Marquart, who was
also a native of the Keystone State. His father
was a native of France, and came to this country
in Colonial times, and spent the remainder of his
life in Pennsylvania. The grandfather of our subject was a carpenter. and plied bis trade in bis na.
tive State till 1800, and in that year moving to
Virginia, carried on his calling in Botetourt
County· till about 1812, when he again made a
move, and accompanied by his wife and seven children ~tarted on " tedious journey to tbe wilds of
Ohio. His wife rode all the way in a two wheeled
chaise, and a four horse team and a two horse
team conveyed the other members of the family
and the bouse hold goods to their destination. M•·.
Marquart bought a tract of timber and wild
prairie land in Greene Township, on the headwaters of Muddy Run, and made his home there

until bis demise in 1837. He was an industrious,
active man, of good habits, and consequently prospered, but in an unfortunate hour he went security for some friends, and lost all his property.
His wife, a native of Pennsylvania, whose maiden
name was Mary Leffler, spent her last days on the
home farm in Greene Township.
The father of our subject learned the carpenter "s trade of his father, in Virginia, and aft.er he
came to this county with his p·•rents, in company
with his father, he erected the most of the fine
buildings in the western part of the couuty. Two
years after his marriage he bought a tract of land
in Pike Township, and built a log house thereon,
the same ·in which our ~ubject was born. After
that he was employ eel at his trade but little, ·nevoting bis time to cleflring his land and improving
a farm . At that time lumber was comparatively
valueless, and be rolled many fine walnut logs into a
heap and burnet! t!Jem. In the years of labor that
followed his settlement he wrought a great change in
his land, and at the time of his death had many acres
cleared anti under good cultivation, and had otherwise gt·eatly inere>tsed the value of his homestead.
The mother of our subject was a native of Clarke
County, Bethel Township the place of her birth.
Her maiden name was Margaret Minnich, and s'.e
was a daughter of 1\lichael Minnicb, a native of
Virginia. His father was bom in the provinc of
Alsace, Germany, and coming to this country in
Colonial times, settled in Virginia, and there
passed t.he remainder of bis life. Tbe Doctor's matern~tl grandfather was reared in Virginia, and went
from there to Ohio, in 1810, and settled in that
part of Champaign County now included in Clarke
County. He bought land on the banks of Mad
River, in Bethel Township, improving a farm,
whereon he lived till death claimeri him . The
maiden name of his wife wa.' Leah Sinz. She was
born in Virginia, was of German antecedents Md
spent her last years on the home farm in Bethel.
Tile Doctor's motber died at her home in Pike
Townsbip. The following are the four children
born of her marriage: Michael, Philip, William
and Milton.
Dr. Marquart received his early education in the
pioneer schools of his native county, which were
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conducted on the subscription plan. He wns an
apt scholar, and by close application to his books
he became well-grounded in the ordinary studies
of the clay, and ilt the youthful age of sixteen
commenced teaching.
He carefnlly saved his
money with a view of obtaining a higher education, and at the age of eighteen entered Wittenburg College. For two years he was a close student
a.t that institution, and then turning his attention
to the study of medicine, while teaching, be earned
enough money to pay his way at the Cincinnati
Medical College, where he pursued a fine course of
study, and later entered the Cleveland Medical
College, from which be was graduated with honors.
He had a very tempting offer to enter upon his
practice with an old physician in Muncie, Ind.,
but after consulting his friends he decicled to establish himself in the tow·n of Northampton, in his
nnlive township, where he at once began a successful career in his profession.
He practiced there
mnny years, and such was his repute for skill and
an exceptionally good knowledge of medicine, that
he was in great demand far and wide beyond the
limits of that and adjoining townships. IJe always manifested a great interest in agriculture,
and finally removed to his farm in Bethel, whose
management he superintended, besides looking
after his other two valuable farms.
He subsequ ently removed to Springtield, th~tt his children
might have the benefit of the city schools. He
afterward returned to his homestead, anil lived
there till March, 1889, when he once more took up
his residence in Springfield, and is still a citizen of
that city.
To the lady wbo presides over his ~ttracti ve
home Dr. Marquart was united in maniage in
1853. Mrs. Marquart's maiden name wns Martha
J. Layton. She is a devoted wife and mother,
looking carefully after the interests of her household, and she is a kind and true friend to all who
come nnder bet· intluence. Of her pleasant wedded
life the following five children have been born:
Oscar M., a successful physician, practicing his
profession in Osborn, Greene County; Alice;
Ella, the wife of George A. Bearil, an attorney;
William and Florence.
A gentleman of broad culture; a physician of
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high standing, a public-spirited and progressive
citizen, a true hu~ band and indulgent father , a
generous friend, consil'lernte in his relation s with
others, Dr. llfarquart.'s busy and use ful career has
more than fulfillerl the promise of his · youth, to
make life n success. and· his presen ce among us is
an ho_norable addition to the citizenship of this,
his adopted city. The Doctor is a member of thP.
Clark County Medical Soc iety, ancl belongs to
Clark Lodge, No. 101 ; A. F. & A.M.

~

SAAC

H. SMITH. The headquarters of Mr.
Smith, who is located about four miles south
of Xenia, com prises a well-developed farm one
hundred and six acres in extent, which under his
careful man agement is highly productive , yielding
annually a handsome income. Like many of the
successful men about him, Mr. Smith is a native of
Greene County, and was born in l'aintersville, September 7, 1851. He is thus still a young man, practically just commencing the sober dutiPs of life,
anrl with bright prospects for the future. He is
the represen tt~tive of an excellent family, being the
son of Elijah E. and Susan (Probasco) Smith. IWjah Smith was horn in Clinton County, this State,
while his estimable wife was a native of Virginia.
To the parents of our subject there was bol'll a
family of seven chililren, viz: Hannah W ., Rebecca
F.; Zadi e B., deceased; Lydia J., Isaac H. , Charles
A., and An11a. The mother depnrted this life at
the old homestead in March, 1884; Mr. Smith is
still residing on his farm .
The snhject of this notice spent his boyhood and
youth in the manner common to the sons of pioneer farmers, obtaining such education as was
afforded by tbe district school. He was married December 23, 1875, when a youth of eighteen years,
to Miss Sarah E., <laughter of Jose1)lt and Hannall
(Ketteman) Saville, of Greene County. Of this
union there have been born three children-L.
Manile, Frederick B. S., and H . Mabel. Both Mr.
and Mrs. Smith are members of the First l\Iethodist
Episcopal Church.
The father of om subject wns hom in Union
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Township, Clinton County, this State, October 8,
1812, and came to this county in 1850. He was a
life-long farmer by occupation , an honest, hurdworking man, who enjoyed the respect of his neighbors, and who did a kindly act as he had oppoo·tunity. Tue paternal grandparents of our subject
were Joseph and Lydia ('Valker) Smitu, natives of
Frederick County, Va., where they were reared and
married. Tiley emigrated to Clinton County·, this
State, in 1805, and Granrlfather i'imit.h occupied
himself as a miller, althougu in Virginia he had engaged in farming. In Ohio he secm·ed two bun·
drecl and fifty acres of land upon which loe settled
and spent the remainder of his life, passing away
in 1832.
To Grandfather Smith and his good wife, there
was born a family of twelve children, eleven of
whom lived to mature y~ars , these being l.VIordccai ,
Samuel, Elizabeth, Polly, Mary, Rebecca, Edward,
Lyrlia, Josepu, Henry, Elijah, 'and our subject.
Mr. Smith retains as a valued relic the old cradle
in which his uncles and aunts were rocked to sleep
in their babyhood, and which has done good service for many other childt·en since their time .

THENIEL MOORE. This name represents
one of the younger members of the agricultural community of Greene County, who
is making for himself a good record, botu in connection with his vocation and as a citizen. He is
a native of this State, and was born November 4,
1849, at Mt. Hoily, Warren County. His immediate progenitors were James and Anna (Cole)
Moore, the former of whom was a native of New
Jersey, and born near Mt. Holly, of t!Jat State.
Tloe father of our subject emigrated to ''~'"arren
County, this State, when a young man, and settled
at or near 'Vaynesville, where he learnecl the trade
of a blacksmith. He was first married to Miss
Anna Cole, an adopted daughter of James Gest,
of Sugar Creel< Township, Greene County. This
union resulted in the birth of seven children. The
eldest, John Henry, during the Civil W'lr enlisted

O

ns a Union soldier in the Ninety-third Ohio Infantry, and died in the hospital at Nashville, Tenn.,
in 1864, from the effects of a wound received in
battle; Frank, the second son, enlisted in the Second Ohio Infantry, first in the three months service and then re-enlisted for three years, serving
until the close of the war; Peter also gave his services to his country, in an Indiana regiment, and
server1 from the beginning until the close; James
Newton was in the Thirty-fourth Ollio Infantry
for about eighteen months; he now r~sides near
BatTy, Pike County, Ill.; Hannah Elizabeth became the wife of Charles Rossell, and died at Lebanon, Ohio, in 1868; Otheniel, our subject, was the
next in order of birth; Martha J. is the wife of
Marion Justiee, a farmer residing near RichrnooHl,
Ind.; Mrs . Anna (Cole) 1\loore departed this life
at her home in Montgomery County, this State, in
1851.
James Moore married for his second wife Mrs.
Katie Benham, and there was born to them one
son, George, now a resilient of Ri 'hmond, Ind.
Mr. Moore abont 1850 removed to Centerville,
Montgomery County, this State, thence to Lebanon,
and from there to Richmond, Ind., where he set tled on a f•rm anrl died in May, 1886, at the age
of seventy-six years. Our subject after his mother's death lived among strangers, and re('ei ved
only limited advantages, working out by the
111onth until his marriage. This import~nt event
occurred March 8, 1874, with Miss Laura Belle
Wright. She was born March 29, 1854, in Sugar
Creek Township, Greene County, and was the
daughter of Charles W. and Elizabeth (Venyard)
Wright, who were among the earliest pioneers· of
that township. This union resulted in the birth
of six children, the eldest of whom , a daughter,
Nettie .Jane, died when about one.year old; Charles
A., l.VIary Elnora, Deleie M. and Effie May remain
at home with their father; Orville N. died when
one year old. Mrs. Laura Belle (Wright) Moore
departed this life at her ho~e in Spring Valley
Township, September 27, 1888.
Mr. Moore after his marriage Jo,ated on a farm
near 1\lontg-omery County,an<i in the spring of 1877
1·emoved to Clinton County. From there in 1882
he came to his po·esent farm, this comprismg one
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hundred anq sixty acres of land on section 29.
In his agricultural operations Mr. Moore evinces
the thomughness and skill which have made his
fields uniformly fertile and from wl1ich be realizes
a comfortable income. His buildings compare
favorably with those of the intelligent men around
him, and be is looked upon by his fellow-citizens as
n valued member of thccommnnity. He votes the
Republican ticket, and socially, belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Spring Valley.

......
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DDISON W. BUTT. Closely identified with
the recent histot·y and development of the
city of Springfield is the record of the life
of Mr. Butt, whos~ portrait appears on the
opposite page, and the principal events of whose
life we record. He is President of the Springfield
Implement Company of this city, where he is rec·
ognized as or.e of the stirring citizens and is identified with the leading enterprises. He is a New
Yorker by birtll, his early home being in Chautauqua County ncar the Pennsylvania line, and he tirst
opened his eyes to the light October 14, 1835. His
father, George Butt, a native-born Pennsylvanian,
was from Erie County, and his paternal grandfather
was Wendell Butt, a native of Germany. The latter emigrated to America with his parents when a
lad of •ix years, they settling in Pennsylvania
where ·t.hey all spent the remainder of their lives.
The fathet· of our subject was a farm er by occupation and was also master of the millet·'s trade
which he . followed considerably in his native State.
He left Pennsylvania in 1836 and located on a farm
neat· LaPorte, Ind ., where be carried on agriculture
successfully and invested some of his capital in city
lots at Milwaukee, Wis. On account of the hard
times which followerl, however, most of these were
subsequently sold for taxes. The motbP.r, .Mrs.
Olive (Wyllis) Butt, died in Indiana in 1838. She
was born in Chautauqua County, N. Y., and was
the daughter of Orin Wyllis, who was likewise a
native of the Empire State and spent his last <lays
in LaPorte County, Ind.
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After the death of his wife George Butt returner!
to Erie County, Pa., and became interested in milling, which he carried on for a number of y ears.
Then retuming to Inc1iana he embarked in the same
business aJ: LaPorte, continuing thus employed until 1854. At that time, in company with his son,
A. W., he establisl.ted a general store under the firm
name of George Butt & Son, which they conducted
until 1857. Addison then disposed of his interest
in the business and the father, later selling out,
crossed the Mississippi into Kansas where he sojourned four years.
Returning now to LaPorte, Ind., our subject in
the spring of 1861 established an agricultural implement house and continued in the business until
1865. Next he operated as a traveling salesman
and general agent in the States of Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee, for the John
H . Manny Reaper Company, remaining in the
employ of this firm until 1868. Next he became
connected with the firm of Thomas & Mast, of
Springfield, Ohio, traveling through the East as far
as New York City, north to the lakes and west to
Nebraska and continued with this firm until it \I'M
dissolved . Later he was a member of the firm of
P. P.~Mast & Co., and be~ame a stockholder of the
company, which engaged in the manufacture of
farm implements.
Mr. Butt dispose<! of his interest in the above
enterprise in 1886 and then became connected wlth
the Albion Manufacturi11g Company, of Albion
Mich., of which he was President, remaining with
this company until the year of 1888. At this time,
accompanied hy his wile, he made an extended tour
through the West, visiting Colorado, California
and Oregon, and on his return visited Denver,
Omaha, Kansas City, and Chicago. During the
following spring, going to North Carolina, he invcslerl a sum of money in the Asheville Furniture
Company which was subsequently merged into the
Asheville Furniture and Lumber Company. Upon
the organization of the latter Mr. Butt was made
President. In 1889 he purchased the old Springfield 1\Innufactming Company and form ed it into a
stock company which was organized uncler the
name of the Springfield Implement Company of
which Mr. Butt was made President, which posi-
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tion he still holds, not only in that eomJJany, but
also in the Asheville Furniture and Lumber Company.
The marriage of Arldison W . Butt and Miss
Frances G. Bagley , of LaPorte, Ind ., was celebrated at the hride 's home November 4, 1862. This
Indy was born March 18, 1840, in Mercer, Pa., and
is a daughter of Asher F. and Elizabetl! Bagley,
the former of whom was a native of Avon, Genesee County, N.Y., and the latter of . Pennsylvania.
They first settled in Lake County, Ohio, and sub·
sequently removed to LaPorte, Ind. They are now
deceased. Nine children have been born of this
union, four sons and five daughters, all of whom
are living. They bear the names, respectively, of
Erlwin B., T. Albert, George A., Frances, May and
Maude (twins), Addison W ., Daisy E. and Nina

0.
Politically, Mr. Butt is a sonnd Republican and
a warm defender of the principles of his party. In
1882 he was elected President of the Springfield
Athletic Club, wllich at the time was greatly
straightened tinanciftlly and in debt $700. Mr.
Butt assumed charge of affairs and introduced
many attractions so that the young men of the city
were fur~ished with a pleasant place of resort and
in a large measure kept away from saloons and
other objectionable places. At the end of three
years under his wise management the debt was
liquidated and the club bad over $1,000 in the
treasury. Mr. Butt was one of the charter members of Anthony Lodge No. 45, F. & A.M .• and
belongs to Springfield Chapter No. 48, R. A. M.,
also Palestine Commandery No. 33, K. T.
Asher F. Bagley, the father of Mrs. Butt was in
form er years a prominent merchant of Pittsburg,
Pa., and at one time a member of the Pennsylvania
Legislature from Mercer County. After removing
to Ohio he settled in Painesville and engaged in
the manufacture of carriages and buggies. Upon
his removal to LaPorte, Ind., he extended his busness as a carriage'manufacturer and engaged in this
until his death, in the seventy-seventh year of his
age. His wife, Mrs. Elizabeth (Scott) Bagley,
died in bcr seventy-sixth year. Mrs. Butt received
careful par~ntal training and a good erlucation and
grew up an attractive and intelligent young lady .

She has proved herself in all respects the suitable
partner of her husband and has preserved in a
marked degree the beauty of her younger years.
The family residence is a handsome modern structure, with extensive grounds, pleasantly located on
Fernscliff Avenu~.

BNER S. BUCK, Justice of the Peace,
Notary Public and Collecting Attorney in
Xenia, in former years devoted considerable attention to the study of law, and en.
gaged in the regular practi ce five years. He bas
just passed the seventy-seconrl year of his age,. having been born September 20, 1818, and is a native of
·this State, his birth occurring at Washington Cou.rt
House which for some years was the home of his
parents, Samuel and Sarah (Smith) Buck. Samuel
Buck was born in Westmoreland County, Pa., May
7, 1780, but when a boy of nine years removed
with his parents, John and Martha (Wasson) Buck
to Lexington, Ky.
Grandfather Buck was a native of County Antrim, Ireland, where he was married and whence
he emigrated with his estimable wife to America
during Revolutionary times. He soon entered the
army, fighting on the side of the Colonists, and
after the struggle was ended, settled on a farm in
Westmoreland County, Pa. A few years later, he
in 1789, started with his little family down the Ohio
River, running the gauntlet of savage Indians, and
arrived safely at the infant town of Lexington,
Ky., where be sojourned for a period of .ten years.
Then, in 1799, he changed his residence to the T erritory of Ohio, locating upon ground now occupied
by the flourishing city of Chillicothe, but which
was then scarcely marked by a human habitation.
He occupied himself in farming pursuits and finally
removed to Fayette County, where he spent his
last days, departing hence in June, 1823. Grand·
mother Buek survived her husband about twelve
years dying in 1835, at Greenfield, Ohio.
Samuel Bnck, the father of our subject, did not
accompany his father's family to Ohio although
coming to the State that same year, 1799, making
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the journey alone on horseback. Eleven years
prior to this he bad entered the service uf the Gov.
ernme nt as clerk in the Quartermaster's department, being stationed at Ft. Pickering, T enn .,
which occupied the present site of t.he city of Memphis. Upon his return to Lexington be rode three
hundred miles without seeing the face of a white
man but one. He lived for a time in Fairfield
County, then joined the Buck family in Fay,ette
County, they settling ten miles soutl! of the present
site of Washington Court House.
In the meantime the father of our subject, who
was stud iously inclined , bad employed his leisure
time in the reading of law and later was a student
in the office of William Creighton of Chillicothe,
04io. In February, 181 3, he wa~ admitted to the
bar and commenced the practice of his profession
at Wnshington Court House. He had now been
married six years, being wedded in 1807 to Miss
Sarah Smith. He continued the practice of his
chosen profession until 1862, making his headquar. ters at Washington Court House, and Wilmington,
Ohio,. but later for twenty years was a member of
the Greene County bar. He was a prominent man
in uis community, holding some of the local offices
and at one time wns the prosecuting Attorney of
'Fayette County. He affiliated with the Democratic
party until 1855 and then identified himself with
the Republicans. He died in Jefferson Township,
Greene Count.y, Ouio, October 27, 1862, leav ing a
fam ily' of five sons, one of whom met his death in
the nrmy while fighting th e battles of his country.
Samuel Buck was a man of decided ideM and a
member in good standing of th.e Reformed Presbyterian Church .
Mrs. Sarah (Smith) Buck, the mother of our
subject, was horn in N ew Jersey near the city of
Philaclelphia, Pa., September 29, 1789. Her parents,
Abner and Jemima Smith, settled with their respective parents near Lebanon, Warren County,
Ohio, in 1805, and on the 7th of December , 1807,
pronounced the word which made them partners
for life. Thereafter they spent the most of their
lives in Ohio, nnd Grano mother Smith died a bout
1820. Abner Smith departed this life September
11, 1818.
The early years of the su hject of this notice were
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spent at Wilmington, Clinton County, Ohio, where
he completed his ed ucation and commenced the
stn<ly of Jaw in his fath er's office. He was admitted
to the bar of Greene County, llf ay 22, 184 1, and
commencP.d'the practice of his profession, being for
a time engaged ns a t eacher. He came to this county
in 1842, and has resided within its limits for tbe
long pel'iod of fOt-ty-eight years. He took up his
residence in Xenia twenty-two years ago and Lias
been a wit(ess of its growth and development from
that time, while at the same time actively interestecl
in its material welfare. He wns elected .Justice of
the Peace in April, 1876, an office which he has
since continuously hclrl by successive re-elections.
The fact th at he is well spoken of by his fellowcitizens is sufficient indicatio n of his character as
an official and a private citizen. Esq. Buck chopped
two hundred cords of wood during the time be was
studying law.

pRANKLIN PIERCE BRYAN fs the leading
II~ business man of Fairfield, Greene Cou nty,
~
and a man of prominence and intluE:nce
throughout the township, well liked by his acquaintances and respected for his business enterprise and zeal, his good citizenship and his upright
Ch;·istian character. He deals in grocel'ies, hardware and general merchanclise, and does a large
business. He is of Irish extraction in the paternal
line, and a descendant of a worthy family, at least
two generations of whom were nrttives of Frederick
County, Md .
The grandfather of our subject was Peter Bryan
of the above nnm~d State and the owner and operator of a l arge tract of land. He came to Ohio,
locating on Government land at Baltimore, Stark
County, where he improved a farm and became a
large landowner and prominent and influential
citizen. His son Henry, accompanj·ing him to Ohio
when a boy, was eilucated in Stark County, remaining on the farm until he was grown to man hood.
He then went to Dayton where he married and soon
afterward locateil in Fairfield, this county, where
he learned wngon-malting and put up a shop of his
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own. He worked at the business from 1844 until
the spring of 1871 , when he sold out and retired
until fall. After that rest he embarked in the
grocery business e.s a mcm her of the firm of Louck
& Bryan, the connection continuing until 1876 ,
when the senior partner was bought out by our
subject, and tue firm became Bryan & Son. The
business was carried on under this style until September, 1889, when the fathe1· sold his interest to
our subject and retired ft·om business.
Henry Bryan was a man of prominence and influence, and had an extensive acquaintance througho•tt the county in which he had made a successful
career. He was Treasurer of Bath Township thirtythree years, or from 1856, until his death, December 5, 1889. When called from time to eternity
he bad reached his three-score years "nd ten. In
politics he was a Democmt and in religion" believer in the doctrines of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, in which he was a Trustee and Steward.
During the raid of Gen . John Morgan he took the
fielcl against the raiders.
The mother of our subject bore the maiden
name of Lydia P etry. She was born in Lancaster,
Pa., and is a daughter of Henry Petry, a baker who
came to Ohio in an early day, locating at Dayton .
He ran the first coffee house in that city. Subsequently be removed to Fairfield, this county, where
be built a bakery, which he carried on until heretit'ed from active life. He die•l in 1870 at the age
of eighty-six years. His daughter, Mrs. Bryan, is
yet living, her home being in Fairfield, and her age
seventy-one years. She is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Clmrch. She is the mother of three
children-Laura I., wife of L. C. Mitman of Bath
Township; W. H., a blacksmith at Osborn, anrl our
subject.
The gentleman with whose name we introduce
this sketch is still a comparativP.Iy young man,
having been born ,June 6, 1852. Fairfield is his
birthplace and here he was reared and educated,
receiving excellent instruction in the Fait·field High
Schools. He learned carriage painting, following
it from the time he was seventeen years old until
1871, when be went to Dayton anrl found employment in the carriage shop of Decamp, and later in
the agricultural works of Dodge& Stoddard, where

he remained about five years. He then returned
to Fairfield, bought out John Louck anrl became
his father's partner in business, enlarging the stock
ann remorleling the store, which is now 20x57 feet.
In arldition to the grocery stock they deal in bardware and queens ware, having a good trade in those
lines and doing the largest grocery busmess in
town.
In 18i9, Mr. Bry:tn started in the unrlertaking
business with Robert Miller under the style of Miller & Bryan. The business is in charge of the senior
partner, the firm doing all .in that line in the vicinity, having their own building and the goods,
hearse, carriages and horses .needed . When in
September, 1889, our subject bought out his father's interest in the business which they were uarrying on, the style was changed to F. P. Bryan,
unrler which it has since been run. Success has attenrled hi~ efforts in life, and beside his business investments he owns a good residence and four lots.
The estimable lady who presides over Mr. Bryan's
cozy home and whose companionship is his chief .
delight, is a native of Bath Township, where she
was reared and educated. She bore the maiden
nanie of Nettie Wilson and became the wife of our
subject, SeptemiJer 21, 1876. Their happy union
has been childless. William Wilson, the grandfa-·
ther of Mrs. Bryan, was a native of Kentucky who
came to this county about 1800 while still a young
man. He entered land in Bath Township, upon
which he marie improvements until the War of
1812, when he enlisted, while in the army contracting a disease from which be died in July, 1812. He
had married Miss Catherine Heffley, a native of
Maryland who came to this section about 1805.
After her husband's death Mrs. Wilson left the
farm and made her home with her father , Michael
Heffley, where she died in the spring of 1813.
William Wilson, Jr., who was born in Bath
Township, October 14, 1812, was thus left an orphan at the age of six mvnths, and was reared by
his grandparents until seventeen years of age. He
was then apprenticed at the blacksmith's tract~ under ,Jacob Griner, at Byron, where he spent three
years as an apprentice and one year as a journeyman . He then bought the shop and tools anrl carried on the business for himself eighteen years. At
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the expiration of that period he sold out nn•l
bought a small farm in the neigbbol'iwod which he
operated until 1855, when be traded for a larger
estate north of Byron, upon which he resided until
1872. He then retired to Fairfield, where he <lied
December 4, 1881. He was Justice of the Peace
two terms, and belonged to the Reformed Church
forty-four years. In 1\Iay, 1834, he was united in
marriage with Elizabeth Watts, who died March
13, 1877.
Mr. Bryan of whom we write is the present
Treasurer of Bath Township, having taken his fa.
ther's place in that office. He has been Treasurer
of Fairfield for six years, and has also been a member of the Common Council four years. Few men
of his years have taken •t more prominent stand
than he in public affairs or llave served with greater
credit in official capacities. His vote and influence
arc given to the Democratic party. He is active in
the Methodist Episcopal Church and Sunday-school,
holding various offices.

OHN T . McLAUGHLIN,llf. D. The medical pl'Ofession of Springfield, i.s honored by
the presence in its ranks of Dr. McLaughlin, who, to a thorough knowledge of Therapeutics as understood by the Eclectic School of
Medicine, combines the keeuness of perception and
accurate judgment which gives him skill in the
diagnosis and treatment of diseases. He belongs
to various medical associations and is medical ex.
aminer or .surgeon to various societies and corporations. He is still considerably on the sunny s:de
of fifLy, bidding fair to spend many y~ars in usefulness and increasing reputation in his chosen
work.
Dr. McLaughlin inhel'its a high degree of intellectuality from his parents, both of whom were
teach ers of large experiencG and much scholarship.
His father, George F. lllcLaugblin, was born and
reared in Maryland, coming to Ohio when still a
single man. In this State be married Miss Rosanah
F. Monroe , of Champaign County, who afterward
assisted him in tbe Bellefvntainc schools, of which
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he was the principal for a number of years. He
died in 1845, when our subject was but eigl!teen
months old. The wife and motl!er survived until
1878, wlten she hreatbecl her last in Urbana.
The n~tal day of Dr. McLaughlin was March ~9,
1844, rtnd his birthplace Bellefontaine, Logan
County, Ohio. He remained with his mother, attending school at Urbana duri!lg his boyhood and
youth, completing his studies there in the Urbana
Collegiate Institute from which he was graduated
in 1864. Having read medicine with Dr. A. H.
Balridge, be entered the Eclectic Institute of Cin0
cinnati from which he was graduated in the spring
of 1867. He then returned to Urbana, where he
began· tile practice of his profession, remaini11g
there during 1867 and 1868. He then removed to
Xenia, Greene County, remaining in that city five
years, gaining experience and winning an exce llent reputation. He then removed to Springfield
in the spring of 1875, where he now enjoys a lucrative practice which is steadily increasing.
Dr. McLaughlin belongs to the National Eclectic Medical Association, the State Eclectic Medical
Association and the Central Ohio Eclectic Medical
Society. He is medical examiner for the Order of
Chosen Fl'iends and Grand Medical Examiner to
the Ohio Division of tile Independent Forresters,
in which organization he holds membersh ip. He is
also surgeon for the Ohio, Indiana & Western and
the Ohio & Southern Railroads, as well <~S physician and surgeon to the Spnngfield Hospital. His
studious habits are kept up as well as his many
calls will allow, and be endeavors to keep fully
abreast of the times in his knowledge of the recent
investigations and tlleories of the medical world.
His personal character is honorable, his manners
pleasing, and he is one upon whom his fellow-men
look with respect.

OBERT MILLER, senior member of the un·
dertaking firm of Miller & Rt·yan, is operating at Fairfield with a good understanding of
his business and is looked upon as one of
its representativ e men. He comes of a good fnm-
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ily, is well-to-do financially, liberal an<l pul!lic- spirited, a Democrat in politics aud an active member of the German Reformed Church.
Mr. Miller was born in Bath Township, May 2,
1826, and was reared to farming pursuits. His father died when lie was a lad or ten years and thereafter be was his motl!er's chief assistant on the
farm. His education wns limite<] to the elementary
spelling book, Pike's arithmetic and tl!e New Testament. He never saw a blackboard until bis school
days were over, these terminating when he was sixteen years old. After reaching his majority, be
was joined in wedlock with. lliiss Deborah A. Kinney, tbe wedding t~king place at the bride"s l!ome
in Bath Township, October;; , 1848. Mrs. Miller
was a native of the same township as her husband
and was born February 10, 1830. Her father, John
Kinney, was a native of Pennsylvania, an early
settler of Bath Township and became one of its
most prominent and successful farmers.
After his marriage Mr. Miller settled with his
young wife upon a rented farm of one hundred
and twenty acres near the old homestead and
where they Ji vee! for a period of ten years. He
then purchased the heirship to his mother"s estate
and secured the home farm, paying therefor $40
per acre and until the outbreak of the Civil 'Var
was successfully engaged in farming and stockraising. During the war he served in the 1;tate
Militia and assisted in driving Morgan from the
soil of the Buckeye State.
In 1874 Mr. llliller, having resolved to retire
from the arclucus labors of farm life, rented his
place and remove<! to Fairfield of which he hns
since been a resident. In 1879 be embarked in the
undertaking business, which is the source of a comfortable income . He owns his residence and several lots in the city aml is looked upon as one of
the solid citizens who have been no unimportant
factor in lending dignity and importance to the
community.
Mrs. Deborah A. (Kinney) Miller departed this
life at the family residence in Fairfield April 21,
1886. Of the three child1en born to her an<l our
subject, the eldest, a daughter, Vinette J., met a
painful death at the age of three years, being fatally burned, her clothing having caught tire from

a candle which she was carrying; Sarah l\L died at
the age of four years; Robert Edwin, the only smviving child. is pursuing his studies in Heidleburg
College at Tiffin, this State, and expects to graduate in the class of 1892. Mr. Miller cast his first
Presidential vote for the Democratic candidate in
1848 and has always supported the principles of the
Democratic party. Until recently, he has been
quite active in politics, frequently officiating as a
delegate to the county and State conventions. .He
was Township Assessor for a period of sixteen
years and until resigning in 1887. For many years
he was a School Director in his district and is now
the Treasurer of the school funds. He has been a
member of the Town Council of Fairfield two dif.
ferent terms. Socially, he belongs to the Masonic
Lodge at Osborn.
The father of our subject was Capt. Thomas
Miller, a uati ve of Lancaster County, Pa., and born
in 1801. The paternal grandfather was Robert
Miller, likewise a native of that county and who
occupied himself as a contractor and builder. He
came to Ohio as early as 1807 and pmchased of
Elias Kerkendall three hundred and twenty acres
of land at $3 per acre, a part of which is included
in the land owned by his grandson Robert. He
resided upon this until his death, the circumstances
of which were very painful, as he was fatRlly injured by being thrown from a vehicle in which he
wns riding.
Capt. Thomas Miller was a farmer by occupation
and gained his title by services in the Ohio State
Militia. He was a man of note in his community,
an Elder in the Presbyterian Church and departed
this life Septeml!er 26, 1836. He was married in
early manhood to Miss Sarah Wolfe who was bom
in Lancaster County, Pa., in 1800. Grandfather
John W. Wolfe was also a native of that county,
where he learned the trade of a tailor. He emigrated
to Ohio al!out 1805, and purchasing a large tract of
land became well-to-do and was a prominent·and
public-spirited citizen. He passed the closing years
of his life at the old homestead in Bath Township.
The mother of our subject, after the tleath of her
first husband Mr. M:iller, contracted a second marriage with Judge Simeon Dunn of Trenton , N.J.
Judge Dunn was likewise an early settler of Bath
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Township, a very intelligent man an<l a leading
politician. He served as a soldier in tlle War of
1812, and about IS30 or !832,.represented the
county in the State Legislature. He was for years
a Township Trustee and served as Associate Judge
for fourteen years. To Thomas S. and Sarah Miller
wns born a family of eigllt children, viz: Elizabeth, Mrs. Drake, now a widow and a resident of
White County, lui!.; Ro.bert, our subject; ,John ani!
Abraham deceased; Christiana, .Mrs. Nickey, a
widow, residing in Muncie, Ind.; Mary, Mrs. Stine,
of Walla Walla, Wash. ; Margaret, Mrs. Newman,
a widow, wllo is residing in Quincy, this State, and
Sarah, Mrs. Batdorf, of Bath Township. There was
born to the mother by her second marriage three
children-Francis and Joseph L., deceased, ani!
Thomas S., whose horne is in Decatur, Ill., but who
is now sojourning at Ann Arbor, Mich. , for the
purpose of educating his son.

ILLIAM H. HARRY. Probably no man
\\;))// in Greene County has a more intimat~ acquailltance with its political history than
he with whose name we introduce this sketch. Mr.
Harry was born in Xenia, March 14, 1835, at No.
22, West Market Street, where he spent all his life
until the fall of 1889, when he removed with his
family to the corner of Union an<l Galloway
Streets. He is the son of Samuel Harry, a native
of Frederick, Md., and who was born April 6,
1791.
The father of our snbject served as a Sergeant
in the War of 1812, an1l about 1820 c~me to Oldtown by way of New Orleans and up the rivers.
He was a wagon-ma.ker by trade ani! bad been
Superintenilent of the Washington navy yards, en~aged in the manufacture of gun carriages. When
taking a trip South, he remained in the Crescent
City a few months, whence be came directly to this
county and settled in Xenia, in 1822. He bought
property west of the Bradley Hotel ani! carried on
wagon-making until being elected Sherit{of Greene
County, in 1846. He served two terms, and was
noted for his bravery and fidelity to duty. Dur-
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the imprisonment of Jesse Ramshottom, who bad
been convicted of the murder of hi s wife, he prevented the lynching of the criminal by " mob who
were iletermined to take his life before the regular
process of the law coulil be carried out. l-Ie die<l
at his home in Xeuia, Mll,l'ch 22, 1867.
The father of our subject was first manied to
Miss Sarah, daughter of Thomas Towler, who was
one of the earliest settlers of X enia, and they became the parents of four children. Only one was
reared to mature years, l\Iary A., Mrs. Peacock, of
Jn<lianapolis. His seconil wife was Mary, ilaughter
of Benjamin and Catherine (Marsll) Manor. The
Manor family came from the vicinity of Winchester, Va., iluring the pioneer days of this county.
This second marriage resulted in the birth of one
child only, William H., the subject of this notice.
The mother is still living, making her home with
her son, our subject, and is now seventy-four years
old .
The paternal grandfatller of our subject was
James Harry, a Quaker preacher, who married a
Miss Rush and died in Maryland. They were the
parents of two sons and three daughtet·s. Grandmother Hany died near Xenia at the advanced age
of ninety-six years. The Harry family traces its
ancestry to :>cotland.
The subject of this sketch attended the city
school of Xenia during his boyhood days and later
entered Antioch College, which he left in the fall
of 1856 from the junior class. He spent the greater
part of the following year in the Recorder's office,
and was then Assistant Clerk of the Probate Court
until after the outbreak of the Civil War. He
promptly responded to the first call for troops, enlisting in Company E, Twelfth Ohio Infantry, in
the first call for three months, and going to the
front, participated in the battles of Winchester,
Wapping Heights, the Wilderness, Spottsylvania
Court House, Tolapotomoy, Coli! Harbor, Petersburg, Monocacy, Opequanland, New Market, Cedar
Creek and Sailors's Creek, whiclt httter was hi• .)ast
hattie, and be hail the satisfaction of witnessing the
surrender of Lee at App111rnattox. He remained in
the service until August following. and was then
given an honorable discharge.
This inclniled two enlistments, as at tlle expira-
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spent his last years near Cerlarville. His son, Isaac,
who was reared on the farm, when approaching
man hood, turned his attention to the medioal profession, and became successful and prominent as a
physician, having an extensive practice in the early
days in this and Clark Counties. He was actively
engaged in his practice at the time of his deat!J ,
which occurred from cholera in tbe city of Springfie ld, when he was in the forty-ninth year of his
age. Tbe mot!Jer of our subject survived her busband many years, an<'i died in California in February, 1890.
The subject of this notice was but two yea•·s old
at the time of his father's death, and remainerl with
his mother in Springfield during his boyhood and
youth. He attenderl the rlistrict school until fifteen years of age, then going to Richmond, Ind .,
became clerk in a dry-goods store, and was thus occupied for eighteen mon ths. Then deciding to enter the medical profession, he went into t!Jc office
of bis uncle, Dr. E. Thorn, of Yellow Springs, ancl
w!Jen sufficiently a(l\·anced in his studies, took his
first course of lectures in the Michigan State University at Ann Arbo1-. His seconrl course was
taken during the winter of 1867-68, at the Ohio
Medical College at Cincinnati, from which he was
graduated in the class of the lntter year.
In enteri ng . upon the prnctice of his profession,
Dr. Thorn associated himself in partnership with
his uncle, which partnersh ip continued until the
death of the latter, October 2, 1876. Thereafter
Dr. Thorn continued his practice alone, and is now
in the enjoyment of an extensive and lucrative
husine>s. In the meantime, October 12, 1871, he
was joined in wedlock with Miss Rebecca A., da·Jgh ·
\EDWIN I. THORN, M.D . There are few practer of Ehler R. Stewart, the wedding taking place
JJ
tition?.rs within the limits of Greene County
at the bride 's home in Clifton, Greene County. M1·
wbo, according to their years, have attained
Stewart and his wife were both natives of this State.
t.o a more enviable position than that of Dr. Thom,
illrs. Thorn was born i\Iay 7, 1849, in Yellow
who is still on the sunny side of fifty, having been
Springs, received a good education, and remained
born October 31, 1847. His native place was Yelwith her parents until her marriage . This union
low Spri ngs, and be was the youngest in a fam ily
resulted in the birth of th.ree children-Carrie S.,
of five children, the offspring of Isaac and Hannah
Unu 1\iaude, and Erlwin 11. The little family oc(Smith) Th orn, both of whom were likewise natives
of this county, and arc ntw deceased . The pater- cupy a snug home in the not·thern part of the city,
nal grandfather of our suhject was William Thorn, . and number tbeir friends and associates among its
cultured people. The Doctor is a member of the
a native of Pennsylvani a, and of German descent.
He emigrated to this county at an early day, and
Ohio State Medical Society, and keeps himself thor-

tion of his fi•·st term of three months 1\ir. Harry
re-enlisted in Company D. One Hundred and Tenth
Infantry, after which he fought at ·winchester and
the Wilderness. He accompanied Sheridan on the
Shenandoah campa ign, and was in all but three
of the thirty-five hattles with which his regiment
engaged . After the battle of the Wil<lerness he
was promoterl to the rank of Second Lieutenant for
meritorious· conduct on the field , and about three
months later was made Adjutant of the regiment.
In the winter of 1865 be was tendered a Captain's
commission for gallantry after breaking the lines
at Petersburg. He received his final discharge at
Colu mbus, Ohio, abou t July 1, 1865.
In the spri ng of 1867 Capt. Harry was appoi nted
Chief Clerk of the Seventh Assessors' Distl'ict of
Ohio, and he served as Assistant Assessor and Surveyor of distilleries, then as Gauger up to the election of President Cleveland, when, being a Republican, he steppe1l out. He identified himself with
the Masonic fraternity in 1865, and bas been a
warm defender of its principles fur a qua rter of a
century. Jt is hardly necessary to state tbat he
votes the straight Republican ticket.
l\Ir. Harry was wedded to Miss Caroline 1;;.,
daughter of .Judge J. J. Winans, of Xenia, in Oetoher, I ~-69, and they are the parents of th ree children-i\Iary C., Samuel and James W. l\lrs. Harry
was born in October, 1846, in Xenia. Her mother
.bore the maiden name of Caroline 1\ionis.
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oughly posted upon the new theories a nd the modem methods of practice. Although no politician,
h e gives !Jis uniform support to the R epublic2.n
p3rty, is the friend of education, and has served
for Reveral yenrs as a member of the Scllool Board.

~

SAAC K. HOSTETTER. One of the most extensive business enterprises in Osborn. Greene
County, is that of the subject of this sketch,
w!Jo is a grain buyer an<! the proprietor a nd manager of a flour and feed store . He ow ns a large
elevator and is the only man of the place engaged
in shipping from that point; in prices he is obliged
to compete with the mill and larger cities, yet he
makes the business profitable and has a htrge trade.
H e also owns "the large brick building in which his
office and !lour and feed store are situated, an attractive residence and other property.
In t he ancestral llistory of most fam ilies there
are interesting incidents of an historical natu.-c and
such is the case in that of our subj ect. His g reatg randfather Hostetter, with three brothers, came
from Germany to America, and with two of the.rn
entcrerl the Revolutionary army, aicliug the cause
of American freedom until the close of the W ar.
One of the brothers, however, hired with the English army, acting as an enemy to his brothers and
the cause they espoused. The Am ericans got after
bim, but the English helped him t o Canada an<l
gave him a large tract of land the re. The grandfather of our subject was H enry 1-Iostetter,a native
of a nd farmer in Lancaster County, Pa., whence he
removed . to Adams County. Ther~ he remai ned
unti! his death, continuing his agricultural employment and also freigh t ing to Pittsburg.
George Hostetter, father of our subject, was
hom in Lancaster County, Pn., and adopted the
,.ccupation to which be had been reare<l. He located in York County, but in 1849 came to the
lluckeye State, settling in Wayne Township, Montgomery County. There he continued his farm
work for several years and then bought town prop-·
erty in Osborn and abandoned farm life. He
mo vc<l into town in 1856, residing there until his
death, August 5, 1887, when he hnd reached the

.
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extreme age of eighty-eight years. He belonged
to the Mennonite Church. His wife was a native
of Ad ams County, Pa., was of German an0estry
and a daughter of P~ter Keplinger, a Pennsylvania
farmer. ll'lrs. Susan Hostetter died in 1866, leaving four children of whom the subject of this sketch
is the youn gest. The first-born, Peter, died in
Indiana, in 1883, at the age of fifty-eight years;
Maria, Mrs. Forry, lives in Champaign County;
Emanuel is a resident of Osborn.
The gentleman o f whom we write was born in
Hanover, York County, Pa., October 3 1, 1833, and
during his boyhood attended the subscription
schools, the temple of. learning being a log building
with slab benches, puncheon tloor, and the other
primitive fittings with whose descr:'ption we are all
familiar. In 1849 , he accompanied his father to
Ohio, making · tlie journey by river and canal to
Dayton, and remaining with bis parents until eighteen years old. l-Ie then began working at the carpenter's trade nnd in 1853, when twenty years ol<l,
began contracting a nd building in partnership with
his brother Emanuel. The partnership continued
four years and was then dissolved and our subject
continued the business alone until 1860, when he
went to Dayton, an<l found employment in the
sash nnd blind factory.
1\fr. Hostetter belonged to the Ohio State llfilitia
or Natior al Guards, which were called out in 1864.
Responding to the call on May 6, he w3s mustered
into Company K, One hundre<l Fifty-fourth Ohio
Infantry, at Camp Dennison, and sent to the department of West Virginia. He was present ns an
active participant in the battle of New Creek, Va.,
where be saw bard fighting; the command to which
he belonged was the n sent out after guerrillas and
had two heavy skirmishes, at Greene Springs and
Moorefield. During his short but ac.tive army life
Mr. Hostetter had bullets pass through his clothing
o.nd other na rrow escapes from death , but was able
at all times to perform the duties required of him
as a brave man should. Being sent back to Camp
Dennison September 18,1864, be was mustered out
of the service receiving an honorable discharge.
Returning to Lhe shop in which he had been employ ed Mr. Hostetter was mnde foreman of the mechanical dcpart01eut, but not lilting the position he
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returned to blind making as soon as a man cou ld
be found to fill his place. He remained in the employ of the company until the spring of 1870, when
he came to Osborn, and on April 3, embarked in
the grain business in partnership with his brother,
under the firm name of E. Hostetter & Co. The
firm did a successful business for fifteen years,
when tt.e connection was dissolvefl, our subject
buying out his brother, and continuing the business alone. He has manifested business tact and
judgment of a high order, conducts hi s affairs according to honorable methods, and is respected by
his fellow-men.
ln Donnelsville, Clark County. November 4,
1865, the ceremony was performed which united
the lives and fortune of our subject and l\Iiss Lutitia Leffel. This lady was born in the place where
sbe was married and is a well -informed. agreeable
and useful woman, whose Christian character affords
a bright example to those about her. She bas been
a memher of the Methodist Episcopal Church since
she was twelve years old. Her father , Peter Leffel
is a devou t and active Christian and for many
years has been a Class-Leader in the same church.
He: is an old settler of Clark County and a prominent farmer, his home being on Jackson Creek ncar
Donnelsville.
1\Ir. Hostetter is a charter member of Fairfield
Post No. 64, G. A . R. and takes an active part in
ito work. The Methodist Episcopal Church is that
of his choice and he attends and supports it in
el'ery way possible, being now a Trustee. In poli tics he is a stanch Republican, not only casting his
vote for that party but wielding itll his influence in
its favor. When twelve years ol•i he had an attack of scarlet fever, which left him slightly deaf.
A portrait of 1\fr. Hostetter and wife is shown elsewhere in this volume.

AlliES BRYSON. Among those who. after
years of untiring industry and the practice
of a prudent economy ore now able to enjoy
the reward of their toils, may be mentioned
Mr. Bryson, who is in the enjoyment of a comfortable home in the shape of a valuable farm finely

J

located in Xenia Township, Greene .County. He
came to this place in the fall of 1880 and since
that time has not engaged in any active business
or labor, simply looking after .his property and
wisely giving himself a needed rest and the enjoyment of the society of his friends . The Bryson
f~rm is situated about one and one-half miles north
of Xenia and forms one of the prettiest pic! ures in
the hndscape of that region. The proprietor is
recognized as one of the old landmarks of this
county and one who has been no unimportant factor
in advancing its prosperity. Every man who has
redeemed a portion of the soil from the wildemess
and erected thereon a comfortable homestead, has
thus contributed to the ilevelopment of the county
and is ;vorthy of honorable mention.
Mr. Bryson was born March 1, 1815, in Northumberland County, Pa., and lived there until the
spring of 1834. He was reared amid the peaceful
surroundings of country life and trained to the
habits of industry anil sentiments of honor which
have made him what he is to-day among his fellowcitizens. He acquired a practical education in the
common schools and when _leaving school chose
farming for his vocation, of which he made an art
and a science and in which he bas been more than
ordinarily successful.
In the spring of 1834 Mr. Bryson conclud ed to
seek his fortunes on the soil of Ohio and accordingly in company with his father came to this
county. They secured a tract of lanct on the Clifton Pike, running from Oldtown to Clifton, and
James, working with his fath er, lived there until
the fall of 1880. In the meantime he was marri ed
in Xenia Township, March 17, 1853, to Miss Nancy
A., daughter of William and Elizabeth Bradfute.
Mrs. Bryson was born January 10, 1828, in Cedarville Township, this county, of which her parents
were early pioneers and where they spent the closing years (;f their lives. The young ()eople commenced the joumey of life together under the old
rooftree and became the parents of four chiklren:
William B. , the eldest, is on the old home of Mr.
Bryson; Nettie died when four years old; Robert
E .• and Agnew E. The former resides on a farm
in this township, the latter at home.
Since starting out upon his own account 1\lr.
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Bryson has been uniformly successfu l. At one
time he was the owner of about seven hundred
acres of lan<l in this county. There are few men
possessing a better knowledge of the value of
property and he has for some time been one of the
Real-Estate Appraisers of Xenia Township. Mr.
B1·yson dul"ing his early manhood alfiliatell with
the old Whig party, but since its org:wization has
been a stanch supporter of . the Republican party.
Both he and his estimable wife are members in
good standing of the Third United Presbyterion
Church, in Xenia, of which Mr. Bryson officiates as
an Elder. While actively engaged in farming he
ma<le a specialty of st')ck-raising which netted him •
handsome returns.
The parents of our subject were Robert and
Hannah Bryson, natives ')f Pennsylvania and supposed to be of Scotch-Irish ancestry. The parental
household consislect of eight children.

263

seventy-nine years. The wife and mother had
passed away prior to this time, at t.lte age of sixtyfive. Their six childrt:n were named rcspecti vely:
Violet, Jennie, James C., William B., Samuel M.,
and Margaret. Three of these are living.
The paternal grandfather of our subject was William Stewart, a Revolutionary soldier, who was born
in the city of Gbsgow, Scotland, and who came to
America during the Colonial days, w!Jen a young
man of twenty years. He settled first in Pennsylvania, and later removed to South Carolina. He
was married to a sister of Patri ck Cai!Joun, who was
the father of John C . Calhoun, and there were born
to them two sons and seven daughters. Up t o the
election of Van Buren, he supported the Democratic party, hut at that time he became a Whig,
and later a Republican. He was in the early days
a slaveholder. He died in 1830, at the advanced
age of ninety-one years. He traced his ancestry to
the royal Stuarts of Scotland. The family was first
represented in this country by three brothers, the
younger of whom was named William, and from
whom it is supposed t!Je forefathers of our subject
AMES C. STEWAHT. The farming co mdescended.
munity of Xenia Township, recognizes in
T!Je subject of tbis sketch obtained his erlucaMr. Stewart one of its leading representa·
tion in tne common schools of this county, to which
tives in point of honesty, reliability, and
he was brought when a lad of four years. After
good citizenship. At present he occupies forty
leaving school, he occupied himself as a teacher for
twelve years, beginning at the age of nineteen.
acres, where he has a snug home and is surroun<led
Aside from t!Jis he followed farming pursuits all
by all t!Je comforts of life. He is of Southern antecedents. a native of York County , S. C., and was
bis life. J n 1863 he settled on his present place,
born Jnly 29 , -1814. He is thus approaching the and bas become one of t!Je old landmarl<s w!Jose
seventy-sixth year of his age, and has had a large name will be !Jcld in kind ly -rern embrauce long af.
experience of life, and without making any great
ter he !Jas departed hence. He was first married
stn· in the world, bas fulfilled his duty as an honin November, 1836, to Rebecca, daughter of David
est man and a good citizen, and earned the confi·
and Elizabeth Hopping, of Ohio, and there was
dence and esteem of those around !Jim.
born to them one child, a son, James, who was
The immediate progenitors of Mr. Stewart were
graduated from 1\Iiami University, and during the
Robert 1\f. anrl Elizabeth (McElroy) Stewart, likeCivil War enlisted in the Union service as a memwise natives of South Carolina, and the father was
ber of the Ninety ·fomth Ohio Infantry; he died
a sol<Her in the War of 1812. After laying aside
in the army a year later. Mrs. Rebecca Stewart
his niusket, he resumed his farming pursuits, to
di~d at her home in Xenia Township, in May,
whidt ' he had been reared from boyhood, remain1838. 1\Ir. Stewart was then married to Miss Laing iu his native .State until 1818. He then came
vina J. Brewster, who traced her ancestry to
to this county and settled four miles east of the _ the Plymouth Colony; her parents were f'amuel
present site of Xenia, where he spent the t·emuinder
am\ Mary (Din wid<lie) B1·e wstcr, who spent their
of his clays, dying March 6, 1867, at t he age of last. years in Sugar Creek and Xenia Townships.

J
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Mr. Brewster occupied himself as a farmer, and was
one of the earliest pioneers of this county. Of the
second marriage of Mr. Stewart there were born
four children: Mary E., the wife of M. W. Sears,
of Dayton; Joanna, Mrs. Ira Townsley, of Iowa;
Henrietta G., wife of the Rev. R. E. Lackey, of
l'ennsylvania; and Mattie R, who is at home. Mr.
Stewart has for many years been a member of the
United Presbyterian Church. In a<ldition to the
homestead where he resides, he owns one hundred
and sixty acres of land in Ringgold County, Iowu.
His great·grandfathe.· was banished from Scotland
on account of his religious vie1vs.

~ RS. MARY E. BALL, wife of Cyrus M. Ball,

I~

is one of the most energetic and ambitious
little women in Clark County. Being
possessed of ample means, she has employed
them in making her home beautiful, and has had
erected for herself ancl husband the largest and
finest brick mansion to be found in the Buckeye
State outside of its large citirs. Mrs. Ball, having
been reared in the country, prefers to live amid
the beauties of nature and where she can give free
rein to her artistic desires and enjoy to the full the
unrivalecl pnintings done by the Great Master. She
hopes to spend •nany pleasnnt hours in the stuclio
which is being macl e a feature of the new home,
being herself an artist and finding one of her
chief enjoyments in depicting upon canvas the
beauty which is present to her mincl. She wns
known in !Jer maidenhood as Miss Mary E. Linson
and is a native of Madison County, in which her
grandparents were early pioneers and large landowners. They were George and Elizabeth (Hnteenpellnr) Linson. Her father, John Linson, married
Nnncy,dnu g hter of David and Mary (Gray) Stroup.
In her early life Mrs. Ball received every ad van.
tnge of education ancl training which the means,
good breeding and fine position of the family afforcled, and her cultured mind , fine manners, and
worth of character are a resu lt to be aclmired . She
bn s no chilclren, but her home is brightenerl by the
presence of her two sisters. Her husband being

incapacitated from physical exertion by paralysis,
she has oversight of their temporal affairs and ably
conducts them. ~fr. Ball owns eleven hundrecl
acres of land in this vicinity, the most of it being
tine f:trming land.
Mr. Ball represents two excellent families which
have been known in this county for many years.
His father , Eulass Ball, was a graduate of Lexington Medical College and, locating at Clitton, was
oue of the pioneer physicians of this county. He
afterward removed to South Charleston and en.
gaged in the mercantile business, buying his goods
in Philadelphia and hauling them by teams from
Cincinnati. While in business in South Charleston
he was married to Miss Margaret, daughter of
Mungo Murray of Scotland. Mr. Murray, one of
the earliest settlers of this county, was the owner
of a large amount of land, among which is the estate occupied by our subject, which fell to the
daughter Margaret at her father's death when she
was but eighteen years old. A nice frame house
was built in 1837 on the ground now occupied by
the present mansion. This gave place in 1868 to
a fine brick structure, which in its turn wns torn
down to make room for the present one. The oite
is one of the finest, being slightly elevaterl above
tile pike leading fc·om South Charleston to Spring·
fielcl, and overlooking the beautiful valley of the
Little .llliami River, which stretches away to the
northenst. Cyrus M. Ball was married, January
15, 1878, to his present wife.
The mansion \Vbich was begun in April , 1889,
and which when completed will represent a cost of
about $35,000, deserves special mention in this
work, as it is without doubt the largest and finest
farm bouse in the State, if not in the United States,
and will stand as n monument to the builders for
many years. The walnut, cherry, white oak, and
other woods usecl as finishing lumber, have been cut
from the premises of Mr. Ball. No convenience to
to be had in any city will be omitted from this
elegant dwelling, which will be furnished with hot
and cold water throughout, lighted by gas which
can be ignited by electricity, supplied with electric
call bells, ancl connected by telephone with South
Charleston, one and a half miles distant. ·In nddition to the nu·merous fireplace~ throughout the
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building, it will be heated by two large furnaces,
each of which will take a stick of wood five feet
long. Fourteen radiating pipes from each convey
the heat to any part of the building desired. Each
floor is abundantly supplied with la vatories, elegantly !inisbed in marble and brass mountings.
Including the basement, the building is four
stories high, the dimensions being ninety-nine feet
in width from north to south, and one hundred
and ten feet long. A porch from nine to fourteen
feet wide and one hundred ancl thirty feet long,
enircles the front, the roof being supported by !iftyfive turned and carved pillars. This veranda being
about five feet above the ground makes a charming
promenade ()vcrlooking the road and the Miami
Valley. The basement. floor will be used for
kitchen, dining-room, laundry, dairy, cellar, and
furnace room. A tramway from the rear of the
building to the furnaces and cellar will carry material which can then be distributed by means of
nn elevator to any of the upper floors. On the first
floor will be fo•md the parlors, libmry, sittingroom, reception room, private sitting-room and bed
room, conservatory, main dining-room and ball. So
roomy is the mansion \hat on this floor a wagon
drawn by two horses could be driven from the ball
through the parlor, dining-room and sitting-room
''"'l ample room afforded in the hall to pass another
team. From the private sitting-room on the north,
lllr. B ..n can have a full view of the road in front
and the barns and other outbuilclings in the rear. ·
The conservatory is 16xl8 feet, with a glass dome
eighteen feet in diameter and is separated from the
<lining· room hy" a partition throug h whose crystal
purity guests can see the tropical plants which will
adorn it. The opposite side of the dining-room
will be furnished with a large mirrored sideboard,
which will reflect the beauty to those whose backs
are toward the conservatory, and give the impression that the latter is duplicated.
The second floor is given up to sleeping rooms
which are large, light and airy. Each is finished
in a different wood; on which may be 'seen · some
handsome carving done by the architect and
builders. The rooms all open from a large and
well-lig.hted hall, and immediately in front a turret
swell nfforcls place for a cozy little sewing-room,
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overlooking tile roacl north >tnd south for miles.
On the third floor will be a !:J.rge hall for dancing
or other social use, and the art room, w'•ic h is especially adaptecl for its purpose, being finished in
white and lighted by many large anrllow windows.
The antique room is prcpa•·ed for tile collections
of relics, and on this floor will also be fonnd the
store room for supplies, the tank room and anumber of others.

-·~MOS SEITZ, senior partner of the firm of
A. & J. Seitz, who own and operate the
Tremont City Mill , in Clark County, was
born December 21, 1R42. His father, Andrew Seitz, was a native of P~nnsylvania, and of
German ancestry. He married Mary Circle, anative of Virginia and also of German descent. About
1830 he cnme to Clark County, about ten years
later moving into Tremont City and becoming
owner of an old mill which stood where the new
mill now stands. He conducted it as a gristmill,
sawmill and distillery, continuing in business in
Tremont City many years. He d eparted this life
some years since, but his wife still survives at her
former home.
The Tremont City Mill was erected by the father
.of the present proprietors in 1859, nnd is a frame
building fonr stories in height. It was put up as
a gristmill, but in December, 1889, was refitted
with a full roller process of the Centrifugal System.
The machinery was manufactured by Barnard &
Leas of Moline, Ill. , ancl cost about $1,700. The
capacity is now thirty barrels in twenty-fom· hours,
and beside their custom work the Messrs. Seitz do
considerable merchant work, mannfacturino- two
special bmnds-the Centrifugal and the Fancy
Family, the former being the better brancl . The
power used is an overshot wr.ter-wheel built of
wood and suppliecl from a millrace connected with
Chapman's Creek. During a part of the dry season,
when water becomes scarce, they arc obliged to nsc
an engine put in in the fall of 1889. It was manufactured by Russell & Co., of Massillon , and has a
capacity of forty horse-power. Two millers and
one teamster are employed. T.he flour which is not
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ground for custom work is mostly sold to Springfield bakers, though grocers also share the product
to some extent.
The subject of this sketch was reared 'to manhood in this his native county, a portion of his
time being spent on a farm , but the greater part
of it in a mill. The common schools of the county
afford~d him good fundamental instruction anrl
developed in him the love of knowlerlge which has
impelled him to add to the limited advantages of
his early years much information gleaned from
papers, books, anrl his fellow men. l-Ie is therefore well-informed on topics of general interest,
especially in those matters which relate to his
chosen wot'k. He is classed among the leading
business men of Tremont City and is looked upon
as a worthy representative of a pioneer family .
His political adherence is given to the Democratic
part.v, and his religions faith is that expressed by
the creed of the German Reformed Church.
In Miss Dora B., daughter of David Martin, of
Tremont City, Mr. Seitz discerned many pleasing
qualities such as led him to desire her for his companion in tbe journey of life. His regard being
reciprocaterl they wet·e united in marriage March
11, 1880. Their happy union bas been blessed hy
the birth of three children: Charles E., Mattie B.,
and Emma E., who form a bright and intet·esting
group around the family firesirle.

OEL SWIGART.

J

Tbis upright man, relia-

\11 ble citizen. and prosperous farmer has grown

~II! up in the locality in which he lives and
~! where his father and grandfather were earl.Y
settlers. He is the fourth child born to Michael
and Sarah (Nave) Swigart, whose family comprised
eight children. The others were Elizabeth, the
wife of William I-Inston, who ditid leaving five chilrlren: Barbara, wife of Archibald Huston, anrl the
mother of fourteen children, both she and her husband being now dead; l\1 artha, who marrier! Basil
Orey, and both ar~ now deceased , having left two
children; Davit!, ~I.Jo died unmarried; lllichael,

who lives in Sugar Creek Township, Greene County;
Sarah, now rleceased, who was the wife of William
Tobias, and the mother of two children; Solomon,
who also lives in Sugar Creek Township.
The father of this family was horn in Pennsyl.
vania, nnd was the son of Peter Swigart, a native
of 'laxony, Germany, who came to America during
ti.Je Revolution as a Hessian soldie1·. After the
struggle closed Peter Swigart settled in Somerset
Count.v, Pa., marrying an American woman ·who
bore him six children. The father of our subject
was the elrlest child and accompanied his father to
this State in 1811, their location being in Beaver
Creek Township,. Greene County, where the elder
Swigart dierl in 1839. He had taken a heavily
timbered farm f•·om the United States Government
when the township had very few white settler~, the
maternal granrlfather of our subject having also
been a pioneer there, whence he had come from
llfary land. A year after he came to this State
Michael Swigart removed into Sugar Creek Township, settling on the farm now ownerl by his son
Michael, and accumulating an est,ate of six hundred
anrl fifty-two acrE's, prior to his death in 1865 . The.
farm upon which he locaterl was entirely raw land,
and he and his sons cleared it and broke the virgin
soil. Both the parents of our subject were members of the German Lutheran Church, in which th·e
father was an Elder for many years. He took an
active interest in politics and affiliated with the
Whig party. The death of his wife took place in
1833.
The gentleman of whom we write was horn on
November 18, 1820, on the farm now occupied by
his hrother, Michael Swigart. His school privileges
were limited to an attendance of three months a
year at a subscription school in a log schoolhouse,
the people being very poor during his boyhoorl.
He well remembers seeing lnrlians in this locality
and wild beasts in goorlly numbers. Whenever
the mother wished to call her boys into the house
she would go to the door and cry "Indians," when
the lads would rush prll-mell to their home.
Our subject was a strong, robust boy, and rluring his youth was obliged to do a large amount of
heavy work. He gave his services to his father,
working steadily for him until he was twenty-two
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years of age, when he married and was given
antlnot the party. His fellow.citizens recognize
the deep interest he has in educational affairs and
ninety-eight and three-fourth acres of land un section 33, where his -dnys since then have been spent.
the faithful manuel' in which he discharges the duThe only improvement upon the lantl was a small
ties of an official and have retained him as a member of the School Board in District No. 2, sixteen
log cabin, but in 1858, he built a substantial resiyears. He is a member of the German Reformed
dence at a cost of about_$1,500, while various other
Church in which he has held the office of Elder and
improvements hnve been made by him, all such_ us
of which his deceaserl wife was also a member. The
befit tbe estate of nn enterprising and prosperous
respect of his fellow-citizens has ever been his and
farmer. By his personal efforts twenty-five acres
he can look back over a well spent lift\ and en joy
of the land was cleared, and the remainder he harl
the pleasure that comes from a remembrance of
put in proper condition for tillage and now sixty
duties well perfol'med.
acres are under the plow. He subsequently adcletl
to his real estate a tract of eighty acres, one-half
mile north of the home farm. Until he was fifty
years of age Mr. Swigart was a hard worker, but at
that time he began to feel the strain of his previl J. BROWN. Among the business estab·
ous arduous toils and he has since remained somelishments of Springfield, none are more dewhat broken down in health.
: serving of patronage on account of the
In Miss Margaret Hedtleson, .of Beaver Creek
excelle;,t stock found therein, the honorable
Township, Mr. Swigart found united the qualiti~s
wldch he thought desirable in a companion and
methods employed, and the enterprise manifested
helpmate, ancl after a successful wooing she· became
by the propl'ietor, than the drug-store of the genhis wife January 12, 1843. Her.parents, John and
tleman above named. Ml'. Brown has been a resiEva (Smeltzer) Hedtleson, are natives of l\Iaryland
dent of Springfield for a number of years, and has
and were early settlers in the township in which
become quite well-known both as a business man
their daughter was born September 24, 1824, and
and as a citizen whose character entitles him to the
in which she grew to womanhood. After having
hearty respect of all who know him. He is thorshared her husband's joys and sorrows for nearly· oughly acquainted with the business of a pharmathirty years, she breathed her last in 1872, leaving
cist, in which he has had the best of instruction,
behind her a memory to which her husband has
and an extended experience.
ever been faithful. The fruit of this happy union
Among the early settlers in Penns)Tlvania, was
was five children, all of whom al'e now deceased
Grandfather Brown, a man of English descent, and
except the first-born. The survivor is Sarah Jane,
of the Presbyterian faith, who numbered among
whose natal day was August 31, 1844, and who
his family a son James. This son wns born in
married Thomas Haverstick, a native of Xenia 1 and
Uniontown, November 4, 1806, and became a
is yet living with her father on the farm on which
practical druggist; He married Sarah J., daughter
she was bol'n. The date of her maniage was Deof John Sessford, one of the oldest inhabitants of
cember 10, 1872, the union being a childless one.
Washington, D. C. In 1836 the young couple reThe deceased children of Mr. Swigart, are Elizamoved from the capital city to Hillsboro, Highbeth Ann, who died in infancy; Mary Catherine,
land County, Ohio, where they spent many years.
who died at the age of twenty-four years; Elmira,
The husband breathed his last at Washiugton Court
wife of John D. Fink, who died in .January, 1887,
House, Fayette County, May 8, 1881, his widow
without offspring; and lela Belle, who died at the
surYiving until February 23, 1885. To them were
age of twelve yeai·s.
born six sons and four daughters, the subject of
1\'Ir. Swigart has taken an active interest in polit:
this sketch being the third son. The father folcal affairs and has always been a Republican, al- . lowed the exam pie set by his forefathers, and hethough in the local elections he votes for the man
longed to the Presbyterian Church, in which he
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was a Deacon many years. The maternal ancestors
were of the Episcopalian h~lief.
The gentleman whose name stands at tlJC head
of this sketch, was born in Hillsboro, Higbland
County, October D, 1839, and passed his school
days in his native place, attending the puhlic schools
and Hillsboro Academy. After completing his
studies, he entered his father's rlrug-store, where be
learned the nature and use of drugs and their compounding. When the Civil vVar broke out, be felt
so strong a desire to assist in the preservation of
the Union, that he abandoned his work and enlisted
in 1861.
Tlte name of Mr. Brown was placed upon the
muster roll of Company A, Sixtieth Ohio Infantry,
and npon the organization of the company , he was
made Orderly Sergeant. He was soon afterward
promoted to the rank of l'ergeant Major, and after .
wur<l to that of Acting Adjutant of the regiment.
On the expiration of his first term of service, here ·
enlisted as a member of the Twenty-fourth Ohio Battery of Light Artillery, in which he was made First
Lieutenant,and served tiuee years. During his army
life he took part in the battles at Cross Keys, Harrisonburg, Port Republic and Harper's Ferry, at
the latter place being taken prisoner by the enemy.
His captivity did not last long, however, as he was
soon exchanged. The generals commanding the
forces with which he fonght, were Milroy, Schenck,
Fremont, Pratt ami Shaler. After the surrender
of Gen. Lee, in May, 1865, he was honorably discharged, and returning to his home, resumed the
occupation in which he had prevwusly been engaged.
1\:fr. Brown remained in Hillsboro until 1876, be
having sustained a heavy loss by having his drugstore destroyed by fire in 1875. In May of the
next year be came to Springfield, and purchasing a
drug stock of Dr. J_ R. Squire & Co., embarked in
the business here, which he has continued from
that dat.e. He still occupies the same stand, carrying a full line of drugs, medicines, oils, glass and
fancy articles. On June 18, 18.72, he lerl to the
hymeneal altar Miss Ella Rowers, of Hillsboro.
She is a daughter of William T. and Mary (Kinley) Bowers, was born in Cincinnati, nnd is not
only intelligent and well-bred, but is a fine speci-

men of Christian womanhood. ~he has borne our
subject one son, George. The entire family circle
are consistent members of St. Paul's Methodist
Episcopal Church, in which Mr. Brown bas for
some time served as Trustee. He bas heen a member of the church since 1853, having become a
C\nistian at the eady age of twelve years.

l ACOB MITZEL. In a county which con! tains so large a number of thoroughly com-

J

! petent farmers and stock-raisers as does
~ Clark ·county it would be almost impossible to determine who deserves pre-eminence over
all others. But it is a comparatively easy task to
select in each township some men who represent
the class to which they belong, in its best elements
of worldly activities and upright charactet·. One
of these is to. be found in Jacob Mitzel, who resiiles
in German Township, near Tremont City, and
whose life it is our purpose to briefly record.
Ou_r subject is the seve.nth child in a large family
of whom the following members survive: Elizabeth,
widow of Benjamin Stump, York County, Pa.;
Catherine, whose home is in the same county;
Frederick, of Dauphin County, Pa.; Christie A.,
Scranton, Pa.; Jacob; Lydia, whose home ts in
York County, Pa.; Emanuel, of Tremont City,
Obio; and Amos, York County, Pa. Tbeir parents
were Jacob an<l Catherine (Flintchbaugh) Mitzel,
both ·of whom were natives of the Keystone State.
In York County, Pa., February 26, 1831, the
eyes of our subject opened to the light. His educational advantages wer<l somewh>1t meagre, there
being no free schools in the section in which he
was reared, but in the suhscription schools he acquired a good fundamental education to which be
bas largely added by reading and ohservation.
His home was on a farm until eighteen years of
age, when he began to learn the trade of a mason
and bricklayer,~ at which he served an apprenticeship
of three years. He then worked as a journeyman
for a short time , after which for mlmy years he
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carried on the business of a contractor. About
1863 he abandoned. that occupation and turned his
attention solely to fanning. He own~ a fine farm
of one hundred and twenty.two acres, unrlcr excellent cultivation, with a fine set of buildings and
other improvements to match. The residence was
built in 1863, and is one of tile fin est farm homes
in northern Clark County; the barn was erected
in 1873, and it also is a credi t to the estate.
On June 12, 1860, Mr. Mitzel and Miss Elenorn
A. Neff hecame husband and wife. 1\Irs. Mitzel is
a daughter of Adam and Margaret "Neff, formerly
residents of German Township, both of ·whom arc
now deceased. She has been an efficient helpmate,
has looked well to the ways of her household and
is honoree! and revered by its members. She has
home her husband four children, two of whom-Arvilla III. and Lucien C., arc deceased . Laura L.
is the wife of George Koehler, a teacher, and Adam
•T. , still makes Ids home under the parental .roof.
Mr. Mitzel is independent in politics, voting for
tlie best man il'l'cspcctive of party prejudice. Much
interested in the cause of education he has served
efficiently as 11 School Director for a number of
years. He is a member of the Grange Lodge of Tremont City. All worthy movements for the elevation of society and the prosperity of the public are
favored and supported by him. Both he and his
wife belong to the Reformed Church "in which he
has served as a Deacon and an Elder.

~

SAAC EVANS. Foremost among the snbstantial farmers of Spring Valley Township, may
be properly mentioned Mr. Evans, who has
likewise been more than ordinarily successful as a
stock-raiser. Like many of his compeer~, he was
born in this township, nine miles south of the city
of Xenia, this event occurring December 8, 1835.
Robert and Sarah (Coppock) Evans, were both natives of Newberry District, S. C., the father born
November 9, 1797 , and the mother March 13,1799.
They were reared in the Qual<er faith, to which religion they adhered all their lives.
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Upon leaving their native State, Robert Evans
and his family traveled overland with a four-horse
team , and a one-horse wagon to Greene County.
They brgan thei r journey September 24, 1829, and
reached their destination October 24, following.
They made their headquarters at the home of Samuel Speer, the stepfather ol Mr. Evans, for a few
days, then sec ured four hundred acres of land south
of the present village of Spring Valley. There
they settled and endured nil the hardsh ips and pl"ivations incident to pioneer life. The parents spen t
the r~mainder of their days at the farm which they
built up, the father dying Novem ber 9, IR68 , and
the mother June 17, 1871. Mr. Evans, in addition
to carrying on farming extensively, also officiated
as a surveyor. In South Carolina he followed
milling. In tbis county he ran a grist and saw mill,
these being located a mile and a quarter south of
the village, on the Miami River .
To the parents of our subj ect there was born a
. family of fifteen children , six of whom died in infancy. The nine who grew to mature years, were
named respccth ·cly: Rebecca; Moses, who died
· leaving nine ch ildren; Esther, who married Lewis
Hartsock , went first to Indiana then to Illinois,
ant! finally to Kansas, wher~ she died leaving two
sons and three daughters; Ly(\ia, the wife of Will. iam Stanfeald ; Mary, Mrs: Isaac M. Barret; Sophia,
Mrs. Carrol Whitney ; Isaac; Nancy J., the wife
. of Martin Peterson ; Margaret, the wife of Aaron
Cl"ites.
The father of our subject was the son of Moses
and Lydia (Basket) Evans. who ~ere likewise natives of South Carolimi. Graudfathcr Evans died
there at about the age of forty years, leaving six
children, viz: Robert, Rebecca, Thomas, Moses,
Mary, and lsrutc. His widow subaequently was
married to Samue l Speer, and em igrated from South
Carolina in April, 1826, locati ng on the land now
occupied by I saac, onr subject, and where gmn<lf3ther Speer died October I, 1856. His partner
had prececlccl him to the silent land , her death taking plnce August 19, 1852, when she was aged seventy-nine y~nrs, two month; and twenty one clnys.
Of this marriage there were born three ehilclrcn,
and they, like their ancestors, grew up in, and adhered religiously to, the Quaker faitb. They were
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cialty of fine stock, in which indusLry be has been
named respectively: .James, John, and Samuel. All
very successful. He was an active Union man durwere married and left families . The father of
1\[oscs, was Robert Evans.
ing the Civil War, and has always given his influence to those enterprises calculated to advance
Mrs. Sarah (Corpock) Evans, the mother of our
. subject, was the daughter of Joseph and Esther · the interests of the people around him .
(Patterson) Coppock, uoth of South Carolina, who
'Ve take pleasure in showing a portrait of Mr.
came to Miami CC(unty, this State, about 181!1.
Evans in this work.
Subsequently they returned to thei•· native State,
and both died there in 1819. Isaac Evans spent
his '.loyhood and youth on the pioneer farm , and by
close attention to such opportunities as were af·
forded him, obtained a practical eclucation. His
MITHS. TWICHELL , one of the Trustees
of Moorefield Township,owns and occupies
early studies were pursued at a suuscription schoe>l
which was afterw(lrd raised to the dignity of a pubu well -regulated homestead on section 11,
and ;~ ·· numbered among the stirring and
lic school. Later he became a student at Bacon's
Commercial College at Cincinnati, frqm which he successful men of this part of Clark County. He
was grarluate<l in 1857. After that he harl charge
was born in Oswego County, N. Y., May 27, 1836,
of his father's books in the mills for four years.
to Luther ar.d Susan (Wilson) Twichell who were
These mills were conducted under the firm name
natives resp~ctively of New Hnmpshire and Verof R. Evans & Sons.
mont. The Twichell family was originally from
The above-mentioned partnership was dissolved
Scotland and was first represented in Ameriea durin 1864, wllen Isaac Evans purchased tile homeing tile last century, t.bc first settlement being made
stead of his paternal gmndmother, this comprising
in New England.
one hundred ancl seventy acres of land with good
The father of our suuject was born in 1801 and
buildings. Later he added to his real estate by the
lived in his native SLate until a young man of
purchase uf one hunrlred and sixty acres more.
twenty years, when be was marrierl. He emigrated
Tile larger porLion of his p,·operty has been accumuto Minnesota in 1854, and died there two years
lated by his own industry. He is a man highly
later. Tbe wife and mother survived ber husband
honored in his community, and hn.s been intruste<l
for a period of twenty-seven years, remaining a
with many positions, serving as Towsship '1'1 ustee,
widow nnrl dying in Ohio in 1883. The parental
nn<l in 1880 was elected Township Appraiser. He
family consisted of nine children of whom the folcast his first Presidential vote fur Abraham Linlowing survive, viz: Minerva, M1·s. Sawyer of Des
coln in 1860, and<tms since given his uniform supMoines, Iowa; Polly A., 1\Irs. Twichell of Hastings,
po•·t to the Republican party .
Minn .; Daniel W. of Champaign County, this
Miss 1\l:ttilrla C. Stump became the wife of our State, and Smith S., our subject. The deceased are
subject January 31, 1860, the wedding taking place
Allen A.; Susan S. ; Louisa, Luther L. and Lyman.
at the briclc's home in Spring Valley Township.
Mr. Twichell of whom we write remained a rPS ·
Mrs. Evans was born J anuary 19, 1836 , in Spring
ident of his native county until a young man of
Valley Townsllip, to .Jonas and Prudence (Smalley)
twenty years, then going to Minnesota, occupied
Stump, who were naLives of Virginia, and are now
himself there at farming until 1869. He had reliving in Lhis township; Six children came Lo bless
ceived a very good education, completing his stud.
the union of our subject and llis estimaule wife,
ies at FaHey Seminary, in Fulton, N. Y., and
these being nnmerl respectively: Frnnk S., who marsubsequently taught school one year. With this exried Miss Catharine S. Eberly, of Warren County,
ception be has been engaged in agricultu.-al pursuits
Ohio; Minnie B. , tile wife of Joseph G. Gest; Louie
his entire life. After the outbreak of th'e Civil War
A ., Alta M., William J. , anrl Charles R. In addihe entered the Union Army, enlisting Angnst 22,
Lion to general farming, Mr. Evans makes a spe1862, in Company K, Eighth Minnesota Infantry,

S
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which was first assigned to the Army of the West
and was sent out after belligerent Indians. Later
they were made a part of the Army of the Cumberland and Mr. Twichell participated in the battle of
"'he Pines" in t.he South and was in one battle with
the Inclians, besides nu merons skirmishes.
He
escaped unharmed and at the expiration of his term
of enlistment received his honorable discharge July
II, 1865.
Upon leaving the army Mr. Twichell returned
to Minnesota and thence in 1869 came to Wyandot
County, this State, where he sojourned several
years. He removed thence, in 1875, to Clark
County, of which, with the exception of six years
spent in Champaign County, he has since been a
resident. He was married November 25, 1868, to
Miss Virginia, daughter of Seaton and ·Harriet
(Miller) Hedges. She was born in Clark County,
October 19, 1839, of parents who were natives respectively of Virginia and Kentucky. Mr. Hedges
left the 01.1 Dominion in 1819, settli01g near Urbana, Champaign County, this State, in the pioneer
days. He lived there a number of years then re.
movecl to Clark County, settling in nfoorefield
Town3hip on the farm now occupied hy his son-inlaw, Mr. Twichell. He built a log cabin in the
woods and this after considerable remodeling and
enlargement, is still standing, a valued relic of the ·
past and constitutes one of the oldest lanrlmarks in
the township.
In making the journey hither first, Mr. Hedges
rode on horseback ovf:r the mountains from Virginia to Ohio accompanicrl by his eldest brother
Jonas. The wife and mother diecl in 1853, when
comparatively a young woman. Mr. Hedges depnrted hence September 13, 1877. They were the
parents of thirteen children, of whom tpe following
survive: Eliza, the wife ofT. D. Crow of Urbana,
this State; Tabitha, Mrs. Alexander Wills of Harrisburg, Ill.; Samuel, of l'itlsburg, Pa.; Mary who is
living in Moorefield Township; Mrs. Twichell, and
Fletcher are residents of Pittsburg, Pa; The deceased are, Lizzie, Lucretia, Emma, Robert,"\Villiam,
Anna and WcslPy. Mr. and Mrs. Twichell are the
parents of two children only-Clayton H. born
July 18, 1871, and Allen Foster, July 11, 1875.
For six years tluring his residence in Champaign
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County, Mr. Twichell served as Superintendent of
the County Infirmary and he is now serving his
third term as Township Trnstce. Politically he is
a sound Republican and he uniformly gives his
encouragement nnd support t0 the enterprises calculated for the general good of the community.
Both be and his estimable wife are prominently
connected witu the Methodist Episco 1Ja! Church,
attending services at Moorefielrl Chapel. Mr.
Twichell officiates as Class .Leader, Steward and
Trustee. His property embraces one hundrecl and
fifty. three acres af choice land under a good state
of cultivation and supplied with substantial modern
builrlings. In his labors of securing n competence
Mr. Twichell has been materinlly assisted by his
estimable wife, who bas shared with him the heat
and burden of the day and cleserves equal credit fot·
the fact that they arc now in a position to rest
upon theit· oars and enjoy the fruits of their toil.
In addition to his other duties, Mr. Twichell is
serving as Land Appraiser of Moorefield Township.
Socially, he belongs to William A . Bran <'I Post, No.
96, at Urbana.

J

OliN KENDIG. This section of Ohio is indellted to Pennsylvania, and particularly to
Lancaster County, for a number of her
most enterprising nnrl progressive agriculturists. The father of our subject was one of this
class, and he of whom we write is a native also of
the Keystone State. .Tohn Kendig, Sr., lost his
father when he was quite smnll, nnrl had to work
bis own way from the time he was twelve yenrs
old. He workerl out hy the month until his marriage when he rentecl land, continuing his farming

opemtions in his native Stntc until 1839. He then
became a resi<lent of Ohio, choosing a location in
Wayne Township, Montgomery County, where be
became the owner of one hundred and sixty acres
of land, improvecl it with two good sets of buildings and the neerlful fences, orchards and other
trees. He died on his farm in 1878. Duriug his
young manhood he had tnken part in the War of
1812. His wife, Susan Rbeinhnrt, was also born
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in Lancastct· County, Pa., her father being a fanner
there. She also is now deceased, having breathed
hct· last cheered by the faith of the Mennonite
Church.
The family of the worthy couple above mentioned included eight sons and daughters, of whom
we note the following; Mrs. Eliza bet!, Roher lives
in Tippecanoe City, Miami County; Mrs. Nancy
Lutz lives in Wa.yne Township, Montgomery
County; Mrs. Mary Kay died in Shelby County;
Mrs. Susan Hebhle lives in Bath Township, Greene
County; Mrs. Christiana Stmer died in Montgomery County; Daniel, who is now retired from business, lives in Washington , D. C.; the subject of
this notice is the next in the family circle; Martin
lives in Bath Township. The latter enlisted in
1861, and served until the late war was over, being
slightly wounde•l in his country's cause.
On New Year's day, 1833, John Kendig, of this
notice, first saw the light of day, his birthplace
being four miles from Lancaster, Pa. When a btl
of six years his parents came to Ohio , the household goods being piled into a wagon, which was
<lrawn by four horses, nncl upon which the parents
and five children rode . Eighteen days were occupiecl in transit, nnrl the children walkecl a part of
the way over the mountains. As soon as he coulrl
baHdle an ax or dl'ive, young John was set to
work on the farm, and at the age of twelve years
he put up a cord of wood per day, anrl they hauled
it to Kncssl~y distillery. At that early day the
school-houses were built of logs, with a huge fireplace, a mud and stick chimney and furnished with
slab benches; they were kept up by subscription,
nnd afforcled but limited advanlageR to the youth
of the locnlity. The education of our subject
therefore has been mainly self obtainecl.
In 1854, when twenty-one years old, young
Kendig took charge of his father 's farm, working
it on shares for about nine yearJ, his hard work
:mel energy bringing him a fair degree of success. In
1863 he came to Greene County, anrl purchased
one hundrecl and thirty-six acres of partly improved lanrl in Bath Township, on section 12, paying $33 per acre for it. It was very much run
rlown, but during tbc next two years it was placed
in n much bettct· condition, was freed from incum-

brance, ancl sixteen acres had been adcled.
During this time Mr. Kcnclig bad cleat·ed thirty-five
acres. In 1870, he began building, the first structure erecterl being a barn, 40x72 feet. The stone
for tl.tc foundation was procured on his own farm,
and also the logs, and the oak frame was made
from his own timber, other lumber being hauled
from Xenia. Other buildings were er~cted as fast
as possii.Jle, a large fmmc house being completed
in 1875. It is in the form of a Greek cross, the
rlimensions being 32x48 and 32x36. · The improvements include a corn bouse and all other
necessary buildings, a ·winclmill ann two tanks
fo·om which water is force<! into the house, an orchard which contains many varieties of fruit, ornamental shade trees, and a beautiful lawn.
In 1880, Mr. Kendig purchased the adjoining
farm of one hundred anrl fifty-t.brce acres, which
had the same kind of improvements as his home
place, and which now is furnished with a nice residence, barn, fences, etc. Some eighteen acres of
tbis have been cleared by himself. The entire
lanclcd estate of three hundred and five acres forms
one of the finest and richest farms in the township.
Forty-five acres are clevoted to timber culture,
anrl the rcmaincler being cleared, is mainly clevotecl to the cultivation of corn, wheat and clover.
There is n fine spring in the pasture and the open
ditch, which formerly drained the estate, has been
tiled and is now plowerl over. The distance to
Xenia is eight miles, over a pike road, and it is
fi vo miles to the nearest market. The land is kept
in fine condition by the use of the best fertilizing
agents, the crops therefore being first-class in quality nnd quantity. Cattle, hogs and bot·ses arc rnised,
the latter being a fine grade of Norman draft
horses, large and powerful. Mr. Kendig formerly
raised Cotswold sheep. He is assisted in the management of the home farm by his eldest son, while
the second son lives upon ancl manages the adjoining estate.
The estimable woman who for thirty years has
been 1\Ir. Kendig's companion and helpmate, became his wife April 8, 1858, in Wayne Township,
Montgonery County.
Her maiden name was
Sarah Mitman, and she is the second child of PPter
ann Lydia (Huffman) Mitman. Her parents were
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born in York County, Pa, and her mother died in
Montgomery County, Obio, soon after their removal , which took place in 1834. Their oldest
child was Rebecca , who became the wife of U.
Wilson, mHl who died in Fairfield. The father
took for his oecond companion l\1rs. Annn (.Jones)
1\Jiller, who also bore him two children: Lewis,
who is living on the home farm; and William, who
is deceased . l\'lr. Mitman was reared in his native
State, working upon a farm, and also helping to
haul stone for t.he construction of the first railroad
built in Pennsylvania. He learned the milling
business, but concluding to come W@st, in 1833,
he walked to Wheeling, whence he followed the
Ohio River down to Cincinnati, still on foot., and
then took the tow path to Columbns. Viewing the
country and being favorably impressed with it., he
returned to Pennsylvania over the mountains, male.
ing the trip in six weeks, and accom plisbing it as
he had his journey hither. In the spring of 1834,
with a one horse wagon, be brought his wife am!
two children to this county, settling in Bath
Township.
Having hut $28 in money when he
arrived, he began working out on farms, but he
afterwards bought his father's place and improved
it, putting upon it fine buildings, paying for it
and helping his children some. Being the fortunate possessor of a fine physique, he was able to
endure much bard labor, and by his own hands
performed a large share of the arduous toil required in placing the estate upon a fine footing.
He died in Fairfield April 20, 1890. He bad been
Township Trustee, and was Land Appraiser in
18i0. He wns a Democrat in politics, and a Lutheran in religion . He was active in the eh urch
work, being a charter member of the organization
at Osborn, and a Deacon since its institution.
l\'lrs. Kendig's grandfather, Jacob Mitman, was
a fnrmer in York County, Pa., until 1835, when be
bec&me a resident of the Buckeye Statr, locating
on a farm in Bath Township, this county, which a
few years Inter be sold to his son Peter, afterward
living with his children until his death. He had
served in the War of 1812, and as a hunter and
fisherman attained quite a reputation.
The family of Mr. and Mrs. Kendig comprises
seven sons ancl daughters: Julia A ., ,John P.,

2i5

Lewis F., Albert D., William II., Hnrry R. ant!
Daisy May. Julia became t he wife of Zepheninu
Trollinger, of Virginia, their home being neor
Fairfield; John P. is a sharclwldcr in the Osbom
Bank, anc! a School Director in his district; Lewis
F. married Miss Cora Burrous, and occupies tbe
farm adjoining his boyhood lwme; the younger
members of the family still reside under the parental roof.
Mr. Kenrlig is a stockholder and Director in the
Osborn Bank. He was Sclwol Director for six
years, and while he liverl in Montgomery County
was Road Supervisor. The various township
offices have been at his commanrl, but he declines
running, having no desire for public life except to
aiel the cause of education. Politically be is a
straight Democrat.
Personally, he is a wholesouled and honorable man , a thorough gentleman,
and necessarily a reliable citizen. Both himself
and wife belong to the German Reformed Church,
at Byron, he having helped to build t!JC church
edifice, and both being interested in every good
work going on about them. Throughout this sec.
tion of country no couple can be found more
worthy of representation in this volume than
John Kendig and his wife.

' ILLIAM R. ROSS.

V/

The Ross family has

V for many years occupied a lending posi-

tion in Jefferson Townsbip,Greene Co unty,
and the subject of t!Jis notice is one of Its most
worthy represen tatives. He is a grandson of tl.te
well-known John Ross, the latter a native of
County Armagh, Irelani!, and of Protestant Irish
stock.
Grandfather John Ross was fourteen years old
when emigrating to America, and settled with his
brother on the Roanoke River, in Montgomery
Conn ty, Va. He was tllerc married later to .a Miss
l\1cDonald, who was of ancestry similar to Lis own
and whom it is believed was born in Ireland. If
this was the ease she came when a very young
child to America with l.ter parents, they settling
in Virginia, where the parents rlied when quite
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agerl. John Ross after his marriage lotaled on a
fnrm in Montgomery County, that State, and there
with Ids estimable wife spent the remainder of his
life, dying at an advanced age. Both were connected with the Reformed Presbyterian or as it was
sometimes called, the i;eceder's Church. The
father of l\Iiss McDonald served as a soldier in the
Revolutionary War and was one of the earliest
settlers of the county where he spent the closing
years of his life. To IJim and his estimable wife
was born a family of ten children, of whom Robert,
the father of our subject, was the youngest son.
Robert Ross was born in illontgomery County,
Va., and lived there until reac!Jing his mnjority,
when leaving home he emigrated to l\Ionroe County
and was th~re wedtltrl to l\Iiss Susannah H. Alexander. The lacty was horn anct reared in Monroe
County anrl was the daughter of Mathew Alexander,
whose parents were natives of the city of Dublin,
Ire and. The latter upon emigrating to America settled in what is now Augusta County, Va., where tiley
engaged in farming and spent tile balance of tileil·
lives. The motilrr Lore the mairlen name of Mary
Black. After their marriage 1\fr. and 1\Irs. Alexander spent their lives in l\1omoe County and
died at an advanced age.
The father of om subject afte•· uis marriage settled on a fr.rm in Monroe County wuerc uc lived
until after tue birth of four sons, these being, James,
wilo died when about twenty-four years old; Jolm
A.; ·william R., OUI' subje~t and Thompson. WiJ.
liam R. was horn June 9, 1820, and remained under tue home roof until the family set out in the
full of 1847 for Ohio. The journey was made overland with teams, the travelers halting at night by
the waysi•.l c. They carrie<! with them a few household utensils anct their provisions, and cumped and
cooked hy the wayside. After a journey of about
eighteen days they reached tucit destination in ,Jef.
fcrson Township anrl the fath er early the following
spring purchaser! land and heg'ln the opening up of a
farm. He was prospered in Lis labors as a tiller of
the soil and lived there the remainder of his
days, passing away January 10, 1878, at the ad vanced age of eighty-four years. He was a lifelong member of the Presbyterian Chuch in which
be had officiated as Elder an rl been one of the

chief pillars. He was a member of the old Wilig
party in early life, but later joined the Democracy.
The wife anrl mother preceded her husband to the
silent land about tan years, when sixty.four years
old; ~be belonged to the same church as her husband for many years.
Tbe su!Jject of this notiee was about nineteen
years old when his parents emigrated to Ohio. He
remained with them until after his marriage and
tuen purchased a part of tile land which he now
owns and occupies. He bas now two hundred and
twenty-six acres, nearly all under cultivation and
em!Jellisbed with modern buildings. The residence
is a fine two-story brick structure, completed iu
the fall of 187 4, and adjacent was a substantial
barn with the other outbuildings rcquiied by the
enterprising and progressive farmer. On Easter
Sunrlay, 1890, tlle barn with its contents was destroyed by fire, involving a loss of more than
$3,000.
The marriage of William R. Ross and Miss Rubamah C. 1\Ioon was celebrated February 25, 1864,
at the bride's home in Jefferson Township. l\Irs.
Ross was a native of tuis township and was born
March 22 , 1843. Her parents were Ciideon anct
.Jane (TUI ner) Moon, natives respectively of New
York State and Oilio. They WPre married in Cincinnati and soon afterward settled on a farm near
Bowersville during the pionee•· days. They began
life eomparatively without mear.s, but by the exm·cise of unflagging industry aud economy, succeeder! in building up a good home from the
wilrlerness which shelterect them until they passed
from earth. Death visited tile family during the
cholera epidemic in 1854, taking the mother at the
ag-e of forty-eight yc&rs, two claugilters, a son
and son-in-law and a grandchild, all within a few
clays.
l\Ir. Moon survived his wife and contracted a
second marriage with Mrs. Diana (Reeves) Shaner.
This Indy harl lost her husband and three children
in one clay from cholera, leaving two sons. After
his second marriage Mr. Moon carried on farming
in .Jefferson Township until his death April 21,
1884, at tile ad vanccd age of eighty-one years.
His last wife is still living, making iler home with
a daughter of Berrien County, Mich., and is now
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sixty-seven years old. Mr. Moon an<1 his first
wife were members in good standing of the .Methodist Episcopal Church. Mrs. Diana Moon is a
Baptist or the old school and her father had been
a minister of that church for many years.
Mrs. Ross was carefully reared hy her mother
nnrt step. mother, and remained a mem her of her
father's household until her marriage. She is now
the mother of five chilrlren, the elrtest of whom,
Clement P., marrieil Miss Ella White, of Clinton
County, anrt they have one child, a <l:tughter, Edith
M.; Miss White formerly followed the profession
of a teacher for many years; Susannah is the wife
of M. F. Beal and they live at the homestead.
Mary marriert Asa Kline anil they live in Jefferson
Township. John and Lena P. are at home with
their parents. Mr. and Mrs. Ross and their chil<iren are mem hers of the Christian Church. l'olitically, our subject is a stanch Democrat. He keeps
himself posted upon current events and has served
as a Justice of the Peace.
"'?~oi'(ooo

E . GlmENAWALT. A visitol'to Greene
County would not long •·em:tin in ignorance
of the name and person of the abovenamed gentleman, who is pastor of the
Osbom charge of the Lutheran Church, wbi~IJ includes three churches, one at Osborn, one at Donsldsvillc, C!al'l< County, and a third at Bmndt,
Miami County. He is quite young, having been
born February 27, 1859, but possesses a fine e<lucation and exceptional qualifications for the minis.
try. He is a mast~r of pulpit orator.v, his fine
figure and countenance adding to his pleasing appearance, and aiding in the graceful delivery of !lis
sermons. Among his congregations he is extremely
popular, whHe beyond the Lutheran connection be
is favorably regarded, nn<l is very influential. He
rejokes in the degrees of Bachelor of Arts, l\Iaster
of Arts and Bachelor of Divinity, to which his
learning entitles him , and which have been earned
by unremitting application and determination.
The Greenawalt family is of German extraction ;
The granrtfather of our subject. Johu Greenawalt,
was born in Pennsylvania and was a farmer in
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Franklin County. He became an early settler in
l\Iahoning County, Ohio, where he continued his
agricultural pursuits, b~coming quite well-to-do.
l-Ie was a soldier in the W:u of 1812. His wife,
Eli za beth Connor, who was of English descent, died
in this State, in the fall of 1889, at the extreme age
of ninety-two years.
Jesse Greenawalt, a son of the couple above
mentioned, was born in Franklin County, Pa., and
remove<l to Mahoning County, Ohio, when a young
man. He had learned the t o·ade of a carpenter and
occupied himself in contracting -and building. After
his marriage he remove<l to Allen County, Ind.,
being one of the first settlers near Ft. Wayne, and
continuing !Jis previous occupation for some time.
He then locatetl upon and cleared a farm fomteen
miles from ~'t. ·wayne and began a successful career as a tiller of the soil. He is still living there,
being now about sixty-eight years old. He bas
held various township offices, among them that of
Assessor, in which he has seo·ved tweuty years. In
politics he is a Republica n, anil in religion a Lutheran, being a Deacon in the congregation. His
wife, in her girlhood Miss Susan Shimp, Wfl8 also
born in Franklin County, Pa. Her father, John
Shimp, was a native of the same State, in wlJich he
<lied, the family afterwaril removing to Columbiana County, Ollio. Mrs. Shimp, whose maiden
name was Catherine Stauffer, nlso a native of the
Keystone State, died at the age of snventy-five
years. Mr. and Mrs .•Jesse Greenawalt are tile parents of four living children and lost one in infancy.
John E. is" prominent farmer in Allen County,
Ind. ; George L., now practicing medicine in Ft.
''layne, was graduated from Dcllevue Hospital
Medical College, N.Y. ; Oliver ,T. is a teaclwr in
the Hoosier State. The youngest child is the subject of this biographical notice.
The birth of the Rev. Mr. Greenawalt occurred
in Allen County, Iud., where he was reared upon a
farm, learning the rudiments of agricultural life
while attending the llistrict and graded schools
near his home. At the nge of fifteen years he entereil the Normul School at Ft. Wayne, anrt after
studying one term, en.tered the school nt Valparaiso,
where he bcg'in a teacher's conrse in selectert studies. He pursued his studies there rtbout two years
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although tlJC attendance was not consecutive, except one year, which he devoted entirely to study
before he was seventeen years old. In 1876 and
1877 he taught in the home township, returning to
Valparaiso in the summer and in the fall becoming
principal of the Leo Yillage or Cedar Creek Township graded school. For three 'uccessivc years be
held that position, spending the summers in Valparaiso and continuing his own pursuit of knowleilge, except the last year, when be taught eleven
months.
In the fall of 1880 young Greenawalt entered
the Freshman Class in Wittenberg College, at
Springfield, Ohio, carrying on his studies thet·e
until 1884, when he was graduated with the degree of Bachelot· of Arts. From boyhood he had
felt a desire to cuter the ministry, but did not detennine to do so until during his senior year. In
the fall after his graduation from the regular
course he entered the theological department of the
college, of which he remained a student for three
years. He made his own way through college, the
summers finding him busy earning money to pay
his expenses through the coll<'ge year. On the I st
of February, 1886, he became pastor of the church
at Osborn, serving it wtile continuing his studies.
On IIIay 28, 1887, he was graduated with the de.
gree of Bachelor of Divinity, an<l in June following received the degree of Master of Arts. His
labors nt Osbom still continued, and or. Octobet· 2
of the same y~ar he was ordained by the Miami
Synod, which met in this pla,e.
After his ordination, the Rev. Mr. Greenawalt
located permanently in Osborn, anrl bas since devoted his time to his clJarge, keeping up various
>Ocicties in the three congregations and pushing
forward the work of tlle church with conscientious
zeal and fervor. He has entirely refurnished the
Osborn Cllurch. He possesses decided literary
"bility, and while in college contributed to the
college paper, besides ueing its editor for two
years. His fervid utterances in the pulpit are not
confined to dogmatk statements of denominational
differences, but in clude all morality and Christian
living, temperance particularly being dwelt upon
as a sterling virtu e.
It will be reasonable to suppose that a man of

Mr. Greenawalt's character, attainments and aspit·ations would desire for a companion in life a woman
of noble heart, cultured mind and sympathetic nature. Such he found in Miss A. Mary Mitchell, of
Springfield, with whom he was united in marriage at
her home March 2, 1889. Mrs. Greenawalt was born
in Springfield, Clark County, and completed her
education at Wittenberg College, Springfield, and
at the Western Female Seminary in Oxford. Her
father, Ross Mitchell, was connected with tlle
Champion Reaper Works, at Lagonda, until 1880,
when he withdrew from that business. He resides
in Springfield, where be is identified with important business interests.

ALTER HAGAR Xenia has become well
known among neigh boring cities on account of the number and importance of its
business e;tablishrnents and manufactories, which
have wielded an immense power in developing the
commercial interests of the State of Ohio. Among
these the sl ranger especially notices the mills of the
Xenia Paper Company,which was org'<nized in May,
1881, with a capital stock of $20,000. The finst
officers of the company were the l-Ion. John Little ,
President; F . C. Trebein, Vice President; C. C.
Sllearer, Secretary; John S. Ankeney, Treasurer,
and Walter Hagar, Superintendent.
The first move toward incorporating this company was matle by Mr. Hagar, WllO secured the
assistance of l\Ir. Ankeney, Cashier of the Second
National Bank. At first there was put up about
one-llalf the present plant, with machinery to complete a first-class mill capable of producing six
thousand pounds of paper daily . Later by increasing the speed and doubling the amount of
machinery with enlargement of buildings, the quantity of paper produced will now nvcrage nearly
thirty thousand pounds daily . The present offici a1
Board of the company is as follows: Hon. John
Little, President; F. C. Trebein, Vice-President;
Edwin W. Hagar, Treasurer; Horace Ankeney,
Secretary; and Walter Hagar, Superintendent and
Manager.
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Walter Hagar was born March 4, 1823. At the
nge of fifteen years he commenced work in the
paper mills of his native place, Newton Lower
Falls, Mass. In the year 185 7 be removed to Kentucky where for two years he was Superintendent
of .t he paper mills near Frankfort City. Half the
force employed here w~s slave labor.
Removing to Ohio prior to the late war,Mr. Hagar
engaged with the firm of Bachelor, DeCamp & Co.,
of Cincinnati as Superintendent of their mills at
Lockland. After remaining there six years be removed to Dayton , where for three years he bad
the management of the business of one of the mills
in that city. Removing thence to ClifLon, Greene
County, he was for six years engaged in paper
manufacture under the firm name of King & Hagar.
At the expiration of six years this company dissolved . Mr. Hagar then removed to Enon, th is
State, where he engaged in the construction anrl
management of the paper mills of the Springfield
Republic Company. After eight years' service at
Enon he took up his abode in Xenia, his present
place of residence. After eight years in business
in this city Mr. Hagar, at the age of sixty-seven
years, is still actively engaged in his life work and
enjoys good health with the promise of years of
active service yet before him.

e

APT. JOSEPH IRWIN. On the opposite
page is presented a portrait of this venerable citizen of Springfield, and one who,
after having been prominently identified with navigation on the Ohio River for m•my years, later
was actively interested in agriculture in this State
ancl Clark County. He came to Springfield, where
he owns valuable p•·operty, in 1865, and is pleasantly passing his declining years in his comfortable
horne at No. 235 West Washington Street. He
was born in the city of Pittsburg, Pn., December D,
1800, and is a son of James I rwin, a native of
~cotland.
His paternal grandfathPr, also Jarne.s
Irwin , was of Scotch birth, and coming to America
from that country in Colonial times, fought in the
Indian War under the famous Gen. Wayne.
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The father of the subject of this biography was
bound ont to a Quaker, Joseph Oglesby, of Philadelphia, to learn the trade of a carpenter. He
subsequently went to Scotian<! to seck n wife
among his native bills. On his return trip he met
on board the sailing-vessel Miss Martha Carruthers,
a native of Ireland . They were fourteen weeks on
the trip, and when they landed in New York their
marriage took place. After that eventful journey
with its happy results he settled down to a domestic
life in Pittsburg, of which he was one of the pio·
nee1s. In that young city artisans of his culling
were in demand , and he pursued his trade there
with good profit and assisted in the up building of
that city, where he spent his last years as did his
wife also. The ole! stock of frwins are buried in
Pittsburg.
A number of citizens of Pittsbmg, of whom the
father of our subject was one, raised sufficient
money to pay for th e .passage of the celebrated
. Alexan<l er Campbell from S·. otlaud to Pittsburg.
Soon afterward they established the college across
the lin e in West Virginia, and of this Alexander
Campbell, who estRblisbed the Christian Church in
America, was President. In that institution Capt.
Irwin and his brothers received their education.
. The youngest brother, William Irwin, became a
minister in the Cluistian Chmcb, and clied while in
charge of the church at Moscow, above Cincinnati.
·Another brother, Capt. ,James 11-win, was a very
successful busin~ss man of Pittsburg, and clietl
worth $500,000. He established the Old Ladies'
Home of Pittsburg, and left $10,COO to eacb of ten
differeut charitable institutions of that city. Religiously, be was a member of the Presi:-yterian
Church, and was twice married . His widow, Mrs.
Mnry Irwin, is still living. His only descendant
is a grandson.
Capt. Irwin, who is a nam esalw of Joseph Oglesby,
was reared in his native city, and commenced to
work for his fatber when quite young. As has
been hefore stated, he received his education iu
Bethany College, und while there rescned from
drowning three boys, sons of widows. In youth
his employment consisted in making the wooden
pins that were then used instead of nails in building fram e houses. At the age of ninateen he be-
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gan the life of a boatman on the Ohio and Mississippi
Rivers, and was employed as seconrl engineer for
some time; he continued in a subordinate position
on the river for twenty years, anrl at the expira·
tion of that time invested his savings in boutbuilding in company with his brother James, and
built a boat for himself, named the "Brunette,''
which was for some years one of the fin.:st boats on
the river, and in which Gen. Harrison took tbc
trip from Cincinnati to Pittsbut·g when be was on
his way to Washington to be inaugumted President.
In 1819 our subject, though lw had by no means
attained his majority, took upon himself the cares
of a domestic life, having persuaded Miss l\Iartha
Cummings, a charming young woman, to unite
ber fortunes with bis. She was born' on the State
lin e of Virginia, forty miles from Pittsbuo·g, anol
at the time of tbcir marriage the groom, accompanied by his father and motheo·, rode on horseback
to his home, aud after tbe completion of his werlding festiviti es, on the return journey to the city
with the bride, they were attended by forty couples
all on horseback, truly a gay and merry cavalcade
traveling the primeval forest path;. After marriage Mr. Irwin continued his residence in ·P ittsburg
until 1844, when, olcdding to turn his attention to
farming , he bought a farm forty miles r1.bove Cincinnati on the banks of the Ohio. Tbe next year,
when the spring floods came, his farm went unrler
water, and however much he may have been attached to that element when he was a river cap- .
tain, and liked to have sufticient water under uis
boat to float it, he was decidedly averse to it when
it was over his land, so he sold his property there,
and coming to Clark County, bought a more desirable farm south of Springfield, which he managed
successfully several years. In 1865 he disposed of
it at a good price and came to Springfield, and has
ever since made his home here. He has invested
his money judiciously, und del'ives a handsome income from it. Besides his attr::wti ve residence on
Washingtoa Street, he owns other resident property
in the city.
After a wed!led life of fifty -two happy years,
Capt. Irwin's wife passed to the better world ,
October 14, 1871. Of her marriage with our subject five children had been born, three of whom
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died young. Of tbn other two-Rebecca, the wife
of Thomas Jennings, lives in Indiana; Virginia,
who married Charles Knott, died in 1876.
Tbe marriage of Capt. Irwin to his present worthy wife was solemnized April 10, 1873. Sb~
comes of a family of early pioneers of this State,
and is herself a native of the soil, born nine
miles east of London, 1\Iadison County, February
26, 1842. Her maternal grandfather was Nehe:n iah Vaughn Town , who was born in 1759, in
Utica, N. Y . He mal'l'ied Susan Sbolbridge, whose
parents had emigrated from Germany and settled
in Virginia. Both grandfather Town and his wife
rlierl in 1849, she at the age of seventy years,
while he had reached the advanced age of ninety.
The father of Mrs. Irwin, Joseph Heath, was
born amid tile beantiful scenery of Harper's Feny,
Va. Grandf,ther Heath and his wife both came
from England, and settled on a plantation near
Harper's Ferry. Five sons and two daughters were
born to them , among whom was ,Joseph Heath, the
father of 1\frs. Irwin. A daughter, Nancy, married Joseph Rnssell, a merchant in Charleston, Va.,
where he and his wife bot!J died. Grandfather
Heat h and his wife died in the Old Dominion. A
grandson, Capt. Heath, was an officer in the Confeclerate Army during the Civil War, and the
cannon which is now at Ferncliff Cemetery, in the
Soldier's Square, was captured from the command
of Capt. Heath, above mentioned.
The father of Mrs. Irwin, Joseph Heath, was
born in Virginia, in 1784, and was there educated.
He was a soldier in t!Je War of 1812, and politically, was a Whig. By occupation he was a planter.
In the early days of Ohio he and tht·ee of his brothers
came to this State, settling in what is known as
Darby Plains. All were farmers, and becam e
prosperous, living and dying in Ohio. One brother
located in Champaign County, and the others in
1\Iadison County; the father of Mrs. Irwin bought
a large traDt of wild land in Darby Plains, and
there extensively engaged in farming until his
death in the fall of 1861, he being then the owner
of a finely-improved farm of five hundred ~teres.
He was a man of wide-spread influence in that region, a sincere Christian, and a devoted member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, which he was
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prominent in establishing in that county. At an
early day religious services were held in his bouse,
which was the borne of the Hinerant preacher. He
was three times married, and was the father of
twenty-five children. The maiden name of his
secon<l wife, mother of Mrs. Irwin, was Elizahcth
Town, who was born in Massachusetts, of English
parentage, November 12, 1805. By her marriage
with Joseph Heath eleven ehildren were born , of
whom Mrs. Irwin is the youngest. Mrs. Elizabeth
(Town) Heath passed away in July, 1842. Mrs.
Irwin was an infant when her mother died, aud she
remained an inmate of her father's home until she
was eleven years of age, and. then resided with an
elder sister in Madison County. She is a woman
of decidecl charncter, possessing amiable qualities,
and in the care of her husband's property that devolves on her, shows herself to be an excellent
manager. Both Mr. and Mrs. Irwin are valued
members of the St. Pnnl's Methodist Episcopal
Church, the Captain having been admitted:to membership on his eigbty-sixth birthday, by the I~e v.
Henry Tnckler, to whom be remarked after bis
admission, in his humorous way, ··ram the old est
fish you have ever caught."
The Captain in his day has been an able man,
wide-awake and decisive in his business, sound
sense and rare judgment being among his attributes. He must have been endowed with an extraordinary physique and powers of endurance,
for, notwithstanding his remarkably advanced age,
be enjoys good health , and is r~gular in his attendance at divine services, not only on Sunday, but
also through the week whenever a meeting is appointed he is sure to be there. His genial wit and
kindly presence make him a general favorite, an<i
his many friends never tire of listening to his interesting conversation, especially when the subject
turns on the incidents of his youth . Born in the
opening year of the nineteenth centu •·y, many marvelous changes have taken place in this country
since he opened his eyes to the world. At the
time of his birth not many years had elapsed since
the close of the Revolution and the establishment
of the Republic, and still another war was to be
fought before it could find full freedom from
British oppression. Ninety years ago there were
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but sixteen States in tbe Union, now it is a powerful DRtion of forty-two States, with o. population tben
of between five and six millions, now more than
six ty millions of people find homes here. In the
ycm· that be was bom the seat of government was
removed to Washington, which was then scarcely
more than a rwle fmntier village, and John Adams,
the second Prceident of the United States, was in
the cbair. Ohio had not yet become a State, and
was, with the exception of a few scattered settlements, almost an unbroken wil<lemess, and the site
of its present capital was a dense forest, our sub.
ject being a lad of between twelve and sixteen
years before the first building was erected within
its present limits.
As with Ohio, so with other Western States; in
fact the g•·eat~r part of the magnificent territory
from the Mississippi to the Pacific was still in tbe
hands of a foreign power, as President J efferson's
celebrated Louisiana Purchase did not take place
until the century was three years old. The cbanges
have been no less great in the manner of livwg and
iu the customs of the peopl~ . When the Captain
was young, large fireplaces were used for beating
ant! cooking purposes, though Dr. Fmuklin had
invented his celebrated stove. The rush light and
tallow candle of those days have been superseded
by gas m1d electricity, and other modes of illumination. Since he first began to live, many wonderful inventions have made a revolution in commerce,
manufactories, agricultllre, and in nearly every
department of life.
Capt. Irwin was twenty.nine years of age when
steam was first appli ed to railway travel in America, and be has lived to see electricity use<l as a
motor power. When he vras a boy of seven years
Robert Fulton launched the "Clermont" on the
Hudson, and proved to the world that steam could
be successfully applied to navigation . When the
future captain was eleven years old , be might have
seen tbe departure from the wharves of his native
city, in October, 1811, of the steamboat "Orleans,"
which was, to qnote a leading historian of this
Sta'e, " first of the mighty fleet which put the currents of the great river to naught,'' and when he
was eighteen years old that great event in the
commerce of the lakes took place, the first steamer
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State, and was married in the city of Philadelphia.
Coming back with his bride to this county, he located upon one hun<hed and sixty acres of land,
from wllich be built up a homestead now occupied
by his son, our subject. He was prospered in his
labors, and later added two hund1·ed and fortyseven acres. Finally, he made a specialty of loaning money, and was numbered among the wealthiest farmers of the county. He was prominently
connected with the Presbyterian Church, in which
he officiated as an Elder and as Superintendent of
the Sunday-school. · He departed this life Decem ber 31, 1885. Politically, he was a stanch adherRANK FULT0;-.1. There is probably not
ent of the Democratic party.
within the limits of Bath Township, a genThe maternal grandfather of our subject was
tleman who stancls high er in its social and
John Leahow, who was born in Northumberland
business circles, or who has heen more successful as
County, Pa., in March, 1783. He followed the b~si
a farmer , and praiseworthy as a citizen . He is
ness of a piano-mnker in his native county, doing
more than ordinarily genial and Rgreeable, very
a large business and acquiring an enviable reputaintelligent, and a man with whom an hour may altion in his line. He in vested his capital in lands,
ways he spent in a pleasant and profitable manner.
and died Dtccmber 5, !844, leaving a fine estate.
He is shrewd in business matters, but strittly honIn religion be was a Unitarian. His wife, whose
est and upright, and enjoys the esteem and confimnhlen name was Sarah Wymer, wa.s of German
dence of all with whom he has dealings.
and French descent.
The immediate progenitors of our subject were
The mother of our subject was rearecl and educa.Tames and Elizabeth (Lcahow) Fulton. the former
ted in her native county of Northumbel'land, and
born on the 1\Iad River, Bath Township, Greene
became a fine musician. She also assisted her father
County, in 1815, and the latter a native of Northin his business, and taught both music and the com um berland County, Pa., and born in 1R10. The
mon school. In 1846, she came to Fairfield, Ohio,
paternal grandfather, William Fulton, a native of and engaged in teaching school and music, both beRockingham County, Va., was born November 3,
fore and after her marriage, and until sixty years
1773. He was m.arried June 15, 1802, to Miss
of age. She died in Fairfield, Bath Township, in
Ma1·tha Grimes, and about 1803 came to Greene .. 1881. She was a woman of many estimable qualiCounty, ancl entered a tract of Government land
ties, and a member in good stnnding of the German
in llath Township. He occupied himself in farmReformed Church.
ing, operated a distillery, and became well-to-do,
The subject of tlJis notice was the only child of
leaving among his possessious about one section of
his parents, and was bom at the homestead which
land. He departed this life in 1830. The paterhe now owns and occupies, April 22, 1853. He
nal great-granclfather came from Ireland, prol.oably
was taught to make himself useful at an early age,
dtu·ing the Colonial days.
nnd acquired his education in the district school.
The fa.thcr of our subject was orphaned at the
When twenty-three years old, he rented his fathet·'s
age of fifteen years, and learned millwrighting. He
farm, an<l operated it success fully until the fall of
uecnme skilled in his business, and was employed
1874. Then deciding upon seeing something of
in the erection of a large number of mills nil over
the Western country, be cro8sed the Mississippi,
the county. He, howeyer, in 1852, abandoned this
and going into Colorado, was employed on a ranch .
trntlr, and turned his attention alm ost exclusively
In the winter of 1875-76 he returned home, and
to farming. In 1850 be returned to his native
once more taking charge of his father's farm, oper-

to navigate Lake Erie, the "Walk-in-the -Water,"
making her appearance in August, 1818, just
eleven years after Fulton first ventured his steamer
on the Hudson. Tlms we might go on enumerating inclefinitely the wonderful things that have
been wrought by the hand and bruin of man within
the memory of our venerable subject, but enough
has been written to show what ninety years have
brought to thb Nation, of which he is a loyal
citizen.
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a ted it until the death of the latter, when it became
his as th e only living heir.
While sojourning in the city of Denver, Mr. Fulton made the acquaintance of Miss Emma Sheila ·
bao·ger, and the mutual attachment thus formed ,
was followed by their marri age in that city, De·
cember 28, 1875. Mrs. Fulton was born in Mad
River Township, this State, February 15, 1853, and
the year prior to her marriage, went to Colorado
on a visit, remaining there until after her marri·
age. Her father, Martin Shellabarger, was born in
Clark County, .and was the son of Ephraim Shellabarger, a native of Lancaster County, Pa. The
latter left Pennsylvania ttt an early day, coming to
Clark County, this State, before his marriage. Aftn- that event he located on a tract of land in Mad
River Township, from which he opened up a farm
and became well-to-do.
Martin Shellabarger was a natural mechanic, especially handy with tools, and an expert woodworker, turning out many fine articles for Tarious
uses. He had a cooper-shop on his farm in Mad
River Township, and in connection with this, carried on farming many years. He is still living at
the old place, and has arrived at the age of seventy
years. Politically, he is a stanch Democrat. The
paternal grandmother bore the maiden name of
Rebecca Wingett. She was born on " farm near
Cincinnati, of parents who were among the early
settlers of that region. The great-grandfather Wingett became a large landowner, and financially, was
well-to-do.
The mother of Mrs. Frank Fulton, was in her
girlhoorl l\liss Elizabeth Sheller. She was born near
Fairfield, Bath Township, and was the daughter of
Adam Sheller, a native of Frederick County, 1\ld .
He came to Ohio during the pioneer days, settling
about 1815, in Fairfield, whence he removed later
to Clark County, and ·lived to be about ninetyseven years old. He belonged to the River Brethren Chuo·ch. Mrs. Elizabeth (Sheller) Shellabarger
is still living, and is now sixty-seven years old.
She is the mother of eight children, the eldest of
whom a daughter, Mary, Mrs. Lenhow, lives at
Yellow Springs; George is ranching on the Platte
River, Colo. ; Adam is a prominent cattle man of
the San Luis Valley, Colo.; William, also operates
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a mnclo along tile Platte River, in Colorad o ; Annie
died when an interesting maiden of seven tern y ears ;
Emma, Mrs. Fu,lton , was the next in order of birth;
Erlith and Ethel ao·e both deceased.
The landed possessions of Mr. Fulton aggregate
four hunclre<l anrl seven acres, all under a good
state of cultivation. The home farm is supplied
witll two sets of fa rm buildings, and he has a windmill, wateo· tanks, hay scales, and all the other conveniences for the prosecution of farming and stockraising after the most approved methods. He feeds
annnally large numbers of cattle, swine and sheep,
and utilizes four teams in the operation of the farm.
Mo·. and Mrs. Fulton are the parents of eight children, viz: Charles, 'Villiam, E<lgar, Clifford, Frank,
Jr., Bessie, Ralph, and Nellie, . who form a very
bright and interesting group, and all at home with
their parents. 1\fr. Fulton, like his honored father ,
affiliates with the Democratic party. He has been a
member 0f the School Board of his district for the
past three years, and is frequently sent as a delegate to tbe various conventions of his party.

..
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OHN M. .JACKSON. There are many
whose lives apparently pass quietly along,
who make comparntive_ly little stir in the
worlcl, bnt who when they are gone are sensibly missed from the circles which they have been
in the habit of frequenting and whose names the
s~rvivors hold in ten<ler rememberance. These
thoughts involuntalily occur in recalling the career of 1\Ir. Jackson , who was one of the most
highly respected citizens of Moorefield Township,
Clark County, nnd who departed this life July 24,
1890. He was a good man in the broadest· sense of
tLoe term and was not only mourned by his immediate family but by " wide circle of friends and
acquaintances.
The subject of this notice was born in Loudoun
County, Va., March 4, 1833, and was the son of
John and Mary (Braden) Jackson who were also
nntives of the Old Dom-inion, where they spent
their entire lives, dying at an early age. When

J
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John 1\I. was a lad of four years, he was brought
to Ohio by his brother Charles and placed in the
care of his uncle, William Moore, who had secured
the land which is now occupied by llfrs. Catherine
R. ,Jackson, the widow of our subjEct. John M.
was reared to farm pursuits and received a practical education in the common schools. Th1s with
his habit of remling and observation conspire(\ to
mal<e him a well-informed man. He was naturally
industrious and prudent and in due time began
prcpamtions for the estnblishment of a home of his
own. With this end in view he was married November 22, 1861, to Miss Catherine R. Kraft and
immediately afterward the young couple settled
npon the farm which thereafter remained the home
of Mr ..Jackson until his death. Here also were
born tbe eight chiJ(tren who came to bless their
union and of whom but four are living: Edith is
the wife of John Fryberger of Springfield;
Chlll'les, May and Nellie remain at home with their
mother. As a husband and fnther Mr ..Jackson ful
filled his obligations in a most cre<litable manner,
as a member of the community he wns looked upon
as having contributed largely to the welfare of the
people around him. Politically, he was a stanch
Democrat, a man of decided views and one who
when he believed he was right, was not easily
turned from his conyictions.
Mrs. Catherine R. Jackson was born Augu"t 31,
1846, in Baltimore, M:d., and is a daughter of
George and Anna (I-Inckenburg) Kraft, botb of
whom were also natives of that State and who
traced their ancestry to Germany. Mr. Kmft
served in the 'Var of 1812 and emigrated to Clarl•
County, this State, about 1848, when his daughter
Catherine was an infant of twenty-two months.
Settling in the young city of Springfield 1\fr. Kraft
occnpicd himself as n machinist and for a number
of years conducted a shop of his own . He died
there about 1872. The mother survived her husban<l several years when she too passed away in•
1878. Thf'ir family consisted of nine children and
Mrs. ,Jackson is the only survivor. She was reared
to womanhood in Springfield, obtaining her education in its public schools and by an attendance of
five years at the Methodist F ~ma le College. She
and her son Chnl'lcs are now principally engaged

in rlairying and frnit-growing, running one milk
wagon and raising large quantities of the different
fruits for the Springfield markets. They number
their customers among the best people of their
community wherein they occupy a good soc:ial
position. Prior to the Civil War Mr. Jackson
crossed the Allantic and traveled pretty much all
over the world, arriving home a sbort time previous to the attack upon Ft. Sumter.

AMES C. PRINGLE. A visitor to Clark
County, particulal'ly if he ' were a lover of
horse flesh, would not long be in ignorance
of the name with which this sketch is introduceil, nor long unatquainted with him who bears
it. 1\fr. Pringle has for some time devoted himself
to horse breeding, his specialties being the celebmted Clydesdale and Percheron stock. The animals which comprise his stud are standard bred and
among them may be found some beautifnl equines.
Standing at the head of the stnd is Prirle, jr., a
dmft. Beside his interest in horse flesh, Mr. Pringle
is a dog fancier and possesses some handsome canines of fine breeds.
The subject of this sketch is descended in the
paternal line from ,James and Sarah (Vance) Pringle, who were among the vm·y early settlers of this
county, whence they came from Crab Orchard, Ky.,
in the beginning of this century. To them in 1811
was born a son, D. V., his birthplace being the farm
adjoining that now occupied by our subject. He
was reared in the neighborhood and upon reaching
maturity married Miss Margaret Davisson, who
was born nca1· where the village of South Charleston now stands. The coup!~ at once settled in the
house where the widow is now living, the husband
J.uying a well-improved farm along the Washington
Pike, and devoting himself to agricultural labors.
His father bad purchased the place across the road
from him, which was at ·that time all wood land.
Mrs. Prin[.!le for many years made her clothQS
fmm the wool and flax produced upon their own
place, and carded, spun, nnd woven by her own
bauds. D. V. Pringle died March 10, 1882, at the
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age of seventy-orte )'Cars; his father had lived to
be eighty-five and his mother eighty-seven.
Mrs. Pringle is a daughter of Isaac and Sarah
(Curl) Davisson. Her father was born in Harrison
County, Va., in 1790, and was about six years of
age when brought by his parents to Ohio. He was
a soldier during the War of 1812 and his widow
drew a pension for a num her of years. She survived to the age of ninety-four yesrs.
The
Pringles were Presbyterians and the Davissons
Methodists, and tue male members uf each family
were pillars in their respective churehes.
The family of Mr. and Mrs. D. V. Pringle was
made up of four sons and three dauguters, the subject of this sketcu being the fourth on the family
roll. He was a soldier during the late war and a
brother also was In the U niou service. Of the other
members of the family we note the following:
Sarah E. is the wife of Peter Murray, of South
Charleston, and tl.c mother of four children; they
now reside in Kansas City, Mo., Mr. Murray being
in the wholesale grocery business in that city and
also the proprietor of a cattle ranch in the
West. Mollie C. is the wife of James M. Lohr,
of London, this State ; he is engaged in the livery
uusiness and is also proprietor of the wonderful
medical well at that place. Thomas F., a widower
with one son, is at home. Isaac D. lives on the
old Pringle homestead, his family includiug three
children. W. W. is married and living in South
Charleston, being employed in the Farmers' N ationol
Bank.. Annie, widow of Robert Collins, resides in
Kansas City, Mo.

EL YN M. LAYTON.
Among those
wuose names are held in kindly remembrance by a large number of the people of
Clark County, may be properly mentioned
the subject of this notice, who was born in this
county August 8, 1806, and who departed this l'lfe
at his home in Moorefield Township, December 25,
1887. While perhaps nOt the hero of any thrilling
event, he pursued the even tenor of his way ns an
honest man and a good citizen and left to his chi!-
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dren the herita~e of an untarnishe<l nam e. By a
course of industa·y and prudence be accumulated a
comfortable property , leaving to his widow seventyfoul' acres of choice Janel, where she is spending her
declinin g years amid all the surroundings calc<tlatecl to smooth her path way down the sunset hill
of life.
The subject of this notice was tue son of John
and Elizabeth Layton, who were natives respectively of Virginia and New Jersey. A brother of
Melyn M. became a prominent man in the affairs of
Clark County and was the firs~ J<tclge of the county
court. John Layton came to this county at an
early clay, being numbered among its eal'liest pioneers. He took np q tract of Government land
from which he opened up a good farm and there
spent the remainder of his clays. Young Layton
remained a member of the parental household until
reaching manhood and made good use of his time
in school, acquiring a fair education and availing
himself of the instruction of good Looks, also
keeping himself posted upon current events by the
reading of the weekly newspaper. He chose farming for his occupation and was content to follow
this all bis life.
Mr. Layton was t"·ice married, his first wife being
Miss Hattie Braughton, of Clark County. ShP. became the mother of nine children, eight of whom
are now living : Ernst.i~, Doane, Thomas, Susan,
now Mrs. Goodfellow; Cor<lilia, Mrs. Hawks; Mary
A., Mrs . Light; Matilclia, Mrs. William S. Thompson, and Martha, Mrs. Marquart. Mr. Layton
wns married the second time on November 12,
1850 to Miss Mary Scorse. This la<ly was born
in Berkely County, Va., May 6, 1823, and was
the daughter of William and Catherine Scorse, the
father a native of Baltimore, Md., and the mother
of Berkely County, Va. On her father's side Mrs.
Layton is of Scotch-Irish ancestry while her mother's
family originated in Germany. Of lier union with
our subject there was born a family of six children,
only two of whom arc living: Hattie, the wife of
William Wentworth, wbo resides with her mother,
and Scott who -is living at home with his mother.
The <leceased are Homer, Clarence B., Lillie, and a
son who died in infancy.
After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Layton fil'st
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settled in Mad River Township, near the stream of
that name, and resided tllere foul'teen years. Tiley
then removed to a point called Silver Lake, one
and one-half. miles west of New Carlisle and re ·
mained there twelve years. Their next move was
on n farm in Pike Township, where they lived six and
one.llalf years. Their next removal was to the farm
now owned and occupied by Mrs. Layton. Upon this
they effected many improvements and while laboring for the material welfare of his faruily, Mr.
J,ayton, also by his integrity of cbaracler, established himself in the esteem and confidence of l1is
fellowm en. He was especially the friend of temperance and illustrated in his own life the principles which . he professed. Politically, lie was n
sound Republican and a warm defender of the
principles of his party.
Mrs. Layton's father dierl when she was a child
of eleven years and in 1850, with her mother, she
emigrated to Clark County, Ohio, of which she has
since been a resident. The mother settled at New
Carlisle where sh~> lived until her death, which occmTed August 3, 1865. The parental family included six children, of whom four are living and ·
residents of Ohio.

e

HARLES C. JACKSON, Cashier of the Bank
of Osborn, although quite a young man , bas
manifested such rcmarlmble business qualifications and energy in affairs, as to gain a high
standing in business circles throughout Greene
County. The shrewdness and faitl.tfulness displayed
by him in his former positions, led to his election to
that in which be is now acting, and proved tl.tat
his character and qualifications are known and appreciated.
From honored ancestors, Mr. Jackson derivPs the
qualities which have brought him to the front, and
it will not be amiss to make brief mention of former
members of the family. His paternal grandfather,
Gen. Robert Jackson, was hom in Virginia, and
located in this part of the Buckeye State in a very
early day, operating a farm near Cedarville. He
became quite well-to-do, and after selling his farm

and moving into Xenia, he operated a mill, aud
run a flout· exchange, doing an extensive business.
Later he purchased a.nothet· farm, near the city,
upon which be lived until death, that event occurring in 1873, when he was four-score years old. He
was -the first Representative from Greene County,
to the State Legisla ture, in which he sm·ved two
tenus about 185 0. His title was derived from the
Ohio militia rank. He bad a fine physique, was
strong and active, nnd of firm constitution; his life
was an energetic one, and hi s influence not surpassed in this county. l-Ie belonged to the First
United Presbyterian Church of Xenia, and was a
Republi can in politics.
Joshua J ackson, a son of Gen. Jacl•son, and
father of our subject, was born in Cedarville, and
upon reaching man hoo<l, became a farmer, locating
in Xenia Township. Twice during the Civil War
he entered the service, I.Javing the rank of Sergeant.
After the war he retu l'll e<l to his pursuit of agriculture, and is now the owner of one hundred and
fifty acres of valuable land bearing good improvements. In politics he is a fi1·m Republi can, and in
relig ion a stanch membet· of the United Presbyteriam Church. His wife was in her girlhood Miss
Mary M. Gowdy, whose father, Alexander Gowdy,
was one of the first settlers of Xenia Township.
He was born in the Blue Grass State, and beg:m
his residence here in a log cabin, into the doot· of
whicl.t Indians would often peep. He l.telpecl fight
the savages in the North . Mrs. Jackson is a member of the same church as l.ter husband . She is the
mother of four ei.Jilrlren, the gentleman of whom
we write bei ng the eldest. The second son and
child, .J. C., is at hom e; J . E. is a member of th~>
firm of Cretors & Jackson, dealers in wall paper,
paints, and oils at Xenia; J\!Iary A. is yet at home.
The gentlem:tn with whose name this biograpi.Jy
is introducctl, was bom in Xenia Township, Fcbrunry 2, 1857, and reared upon the farm, receiving
his schooling at the common schools until sixteen
years old, when he entered the High School at
Xenia. He a ttend ed there three years, afterward
entering A. D. Wilts' Commercial College at Dayton, continuing hi s &tudies until grarluntion. Soon
after receiving his diploma, in 1880, he became
book-kee per in tile Second National Bnnk in Xenia,
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so faithfully discharging his c1uties, and displaying
such shrewdness in business affairs, that he rapidly
worl<ed his way up to the position of teller. During Grover Cleveland's administration of the National Government., he was Deputy Internal Revenue Collector under Mr. Newman.
In ,January, 1889, with the aid of J . II. Barkman, and under his advice, he started the Osborn
Bank, which is incorporated unde1· the State laws,
and does a regular banking business. Tile institution is established on a firm basis, having for its
stockholders and directors some of the best men in
the community, and is doing well financially, gaining
reputation and business. Mr . .Jackson is a Director
and has been Casllier since tile bank was organized,
also owning stock.
:Mr. Jackson, on April 22, 1886, led to the hymeneal altar Miss Cora Stewart, an crlucated, refined, and -noble young woman, who was horn in
Yellow Springs, and finished her education at
Smith's College in Xenia. Her fath er, James M.
Stewart, was born in Clark County, made an early
settlement in Greene County, and is now Deputy
Probate Juc1ge, and is also the nominee for Probate Judge, :~nd a nomin ation in this county means
election to the Republican candidate, of which he is
one. Mr. Jacl<son is a strong Democrat, hns been
a member of the Central Committee, and delegate
to county and State conventions. He i~ a charter
member of the Knights of Pythias lodge, of Osborn,
in which "he now occupies the second Chair. He
belongs to the Presbyterian Church, and manifests
the same activity in promoting religious inkrests
that he does in business affairs.

ON ..TOHN W. GREEN!~. M.D., one of the
oldest practicing physicians of Greene
County, has been a resic1ent of Fairfield
since his birth, which occurred February
24, 1825, in Bath Township, and he has been acti Hly engaged in the practice of his profession
since 1845, a period of forty-five years. He started
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out well equipped for the duties of his profession,
as his father, Dr. Randolph R. Greene, was likewise
a physieian and surgeon, and the first physician of
Fairfield, locating there when it first began to
ass ume the proportions of a town.
George Greene, the grandfather, an Eng-lishman
by birth, was left a11 orphan early in life with the
care of two sisters. At the age of thi rtenn years
having heard much of the New World, he in 175758, resolved to seek his fo1-tun es there. Being
without means he concealed himself in the hold of
a shi]J about to sail for Baltimore and was not discovered until the vessel was out at sea three days.
When the vessel landed at Baltimore he was put up
at auction, in order that his time might be sold for
a period long enough to pay for his passage. It
was pmchased by one John Derth. who was a
cousin of Grandfather E<lward Derth, who took
him to uis house and finding commen<lable 'tUalities in tile boy a<loptcd him into bis family . A
few years later young Greene marri ed Mary, the
daughter of his henef'!ctor, by wllom he ha<l eight
children, one of whom, H:mdolpl1 R. Greene, became the father of the subject of this sketch.
Randolph Greene was born in Pennsylvania
in 1787.
He •·cmoved to Fleming County,
Ky., when a boy ,with his father aml was there
reared to ·manhood, spending his early life
among the pioneer scenes of the Blue Grass
State. His brother, Henry Greene, was also a
pllysician and with him he leamed the first pril,ciples of the profession. In early manhood he came
to Warren County, this State, where he was married, but late•· lie removed to Logan County, and
located at a point on Macnjack Creek. He prncticetl thel'(l until 1820, and was the first praeticing
physician in tllnt region. He became wid ely known
throughout the country arou nd and was not only
n prominent physicilln, but a citizen held in high
repntP. He filled various local offices :md was !lCtive in politics, a member of the old Whi g party
and a warm adm1rer of Henry Clay. He contracted cholem while attending railroad employes
along- the l\Jnct River & Lake Eric Railroad, from
the effects of which he died in 1849 .
The mother of om s ubject bore the maiden
name of Priscilla. Dcrth. She was born in Browns-
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last long repose." Grandfather Derst in religious
burg, Pa. in 1795, :mel was the daughter of Edward
belief wus a Methodist, as was alw !..tis wife.
DerLh , n substantial Pennsylvania farmer , living
The mother of om subject was taken by her paron the Allegheny River. In 1798, after Wayne's
ents to Ohio when a child of three years. She WM
tre:.ty with the lndiuns, Gmndfatber Derth loaded
rearecl to woman:wod on the Jrontier and experhis family and worlilly goods on a flatboat nnd
ienced her full share of pioneer life, bearing cheerproceeded down tlJc Ohio River to Cincinnati. He
fully with her husband its privations and hardships.
there landed ancl followed Wayne's militory ro~d
She was a consistent member of the Methodist Episto Clear .Creek and to a point near the pt·esent
copal Church and de 1Jarted this life in 1846. The
site of Franklin, Warren County, Lhis State. There
parental !Jousehold was completed by the birth of
he purchnscd wil<l lttnd to the extent of fourteen
seven children: Elizabeth, the eldest living, marhundred acres. This was the year prior to the
lied a Mr. Retter, who is now deceased, and she reSimms land purchnse. Grnnrlfather Dert.h settlecl
sides in Dayton; Roetta, Mrs. Willis, died in
in n. wild region remote from civilization, being
Berrien County , Mich. in 1885; .Jane died when a
one of the earliest pioneers of the eounty, and subchild of three years; Mary, Mrs. J.D. Bacon, is a
sequently he assisted in laying out the town of
widow and resides with her daughter in Dayton;
Frnnklin. About 1810 he carried the cuain for a
two c!Jildren died in infancy.
cemetery and selected a family lot. He occupied
his place in this in 1816. His wife, Elizabeth, sut·The subject of this notice spent his early years
in a comparatively uneventful manner under the
vived him many years, and in 1837 was laid by
borne roof and completed his studies under the
his side as also were two of ucr sons. In 1871 a
short line milroad was built through the old buryprimitive methods of instruction and in a log schooling grouncl and our subject in connection wiLh
house with slab benches, puncheon floor, greased
paper for window panes and chimney built outother relatives purchased a lot on a hill in thnt
vieinity nnd to it removed the remains of his par- side of earth and sticks. He attepded school
ents ancl brothers, nnd erected a benutiful marble
from three to five months in the year and spent
shaft to their memory which bore the following
the balance of his time at work on the farm. Later
inscription "Edward and Elizabeth Derth with
he pursued his stuclies at a select school. At the
their sons, Basil, James E., Asael, Isaac, Samuel,
age of eighteen years be began the st<1dy of medancl daughLer l'l'iscilla, landed in Cincinnati from
icine under the instruction of I! is father, taking it
Pennsylvania on the 16th of April, 1798, when it. up readily as he was already familiar. with the
was a village of less tla<>n thirty houses; thence
treatment of ordinary diseases, and land spent much
time in his father's office.
threaded their way along Wayne's :Military Road
to tl..tc waters of Clear Creek and struck t.heir tents
In the fall of 1844 Dr. Greene entered the Ohiu
in that vicinity before Ohio became a State or 'VarMedical College at Cincinnati and during the sumren County had an organization. The first nnd
mer e>f 1845 rc,dc with his father, assisting him in
many subsequent elections for what are now
his practice. In the fall he returned to the colFmnl<iin and Clear Creek Townships, were held at
lege, from which he was graduated in 1846. He
their house. In 1827, the remains of the father and
commenced the practice of his profes•ion with his
two sons were removed from the present site of the
father anrl remained with him until the death of
Minmi Canal and they, in 1871, with their friends
the latter, in 1849. lie then went on with his
who had followed, were again removed to provide
father's practice, becoming very successful, buildspace for railroad fad! ties. Their <lescendants have
ing up a large patronage and acquiring a competnow selected for them a beautiful spot iu the cemence. While there is now no necessity for further
etery of Springboro, Warren County, Ohio, adexertion, he still attends his old patients who are
jacent to the snrroundtngs of their busy life, as a
reluct~tnt to give him up.
suitnble retreat from further encroachments inciDr. Green~ has a -very fine home in Fairfield and
dent to the wants of commerce nnd travel for t!Jeir
owns considerable land, having one farm on the
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Xenia Pike, another on the Dayton road, besides
two farms in Indiana. From these sources he is in
the enjoyment of a handsome income. Over fortyone years ago, January 31, 1849, he was joined in
wenlock with Miss Celenira J. Guthridge, the wedding taking place at the old Ewing House in Xenia.
Mrs. Greene was born August 31,1827, in Westville,
Champaign County, this State, and is the daughter
of Rev. John Gutbridge, a minister of the Baptist
Church; a Kentuckian by birth and a man of note
in his community. He carne to Ohio probably
about 1805, and first settled in Champaign County
ann later moving near Fairfield where he spent the
remain<ler of his <lays. The mother of Mrs. Greene
bore the maiden name of Margaret Parkinson, and
she is now deceased .
Mrs. Greene received a goon education and for
some time prior to her marri:tge followed the profession of a teacher. There were born of this union three chilch·en, the eldest of whom, Duff W.,
following the profession of his father, is also an occulist und aurist, and is in the enjoyment of a lucrative practice, being located at Dayton. He was
g.-actuated from the Ohio Medical College in the
ciass of 1876 and spent the summer of 1888 in
gurope, pursuing his studies mostly in Berlin and
Vienna. The only daughter, BerthaS., died in 1882,
when an interesting young lady of twenty-two
years. John R. died when a child of nine months.
Althongh the duties of his profession have required his close attention, the Doctor has still fount!
tim~ to inte1·est himself in local politics and in 187 7
was elected to tile State Legisl;tnre and re-elected in
1879 . He thus served two tm·ms and lllade his in.
fluence sensibly felt at tlJ.C State Capitol, being on
various important committees. He has likewise
serveil as a memller of the Village Council and
Township Treasurer. Socially he belongs to the
lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons at
Osborn. He was given the Royal Arch degree at
Dayton and also llelongs to the Commandery at
that place.
In his younger years he was a Whig,
but upon the ahannonment of the olil party, gave
his cordial indorsement to Republican principles.
He is prominently connected with the State and
County mlldical societies. His experience, educalion and high prineiples which have characterized
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all his dealings with his fellow. men have gnined him
the unqualified esteem of the community at lnrge.
A lithogrnphic portrait of Mr. Greene is sllown on
another page.

V
w

ILLIAM McCLELLAND. No better rcpresentative of honorable manhood and prosperous agricultural life could be obtained
in the bonnns of Greene County, than is to be
found in the gentleman above named, whose borne
is in Sugar Creek Township. His paternal grandfather was a Revolutionary soldier, his father
served woth distinction throughout the War of 181 ~.
and he himself bore his part in the preservation of
the freedom which they had fought to promulgate.
In the maternal line he descends from a equally
honorable ancestry, his mother, in her girlhood Miss
Martha McConnell, having been a native of Kentucky.
The father of our subject was Robert McClelland,
a native of Forks of Yah, Pa., a farmer and a
cooper. He came to Ohio in 1804 and settled on a
farm which was solid timber, four miles west of
Xenia. Upon th1s farm he lived forty-two years,
his death taking place in 1847 . He was twice married and each wife bore him twelve children; three
of those borne by his seconrl wife, the mother of
our subject, are now living. Robert McClelland
was a promilnent man in lois day. He was a captain
in theWarof !812, nnd wasespeciallynotedforlois
brnvery which amounted almost to rashness. At
one time he was in command of Ft. McArthur,
in what is now Hardin County (see Howe's Ohio
Historical Collections.) After honorably se rving
out his time be wasdiscloarged and had rcacbe<l his
home when he was ordered to report to fit. Mary's
wheo·c he was stationed . He was also a captain unner Gen. W. H. Harrison during the Black Hawk
War. He was an Elder in what -is now the United
Presbyterinn Church .
The subject of this sketch was born January 3,
182!), on his father's fa1·m in this county aml received a limiten education in tloe nistricl schools.
At the age of twenty-one years he hegan life for
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himself, ann his father dying soon after, he assumed
the responsibility of the head of the household and
the care of a family which comprised fourteen
members. His farm, which comprises one hundred
and fourteen acres on the olrl Military Reservation,
is a valuable one anrl is still carried on by himself.
There are twenty ~cres of timber land on the estate.
ann the rem>tinder is under excellent tillage and
has brought to its owner a competence th>tt insures
to him the comforts of life should no unforeseen
calamity overt>tke him. The residence now occupied
hy the family was built in 1863, at a cost of about
$600, and that occu l)ied by his tenant was erected
in 1872. The barn which now adorns the estate was
llrected in 1858.
Mr. McClelland is a strong friend of temperance
and was one of the first men in this community
who stopped fumishing liquor to hands in the harvest field. This was in 1847, and the effort to com.
bat the popular practice was quite difficult for a
time. He has always t<tl<en an interest in politics,
is an ardent Republican anrl has been a delegate to
conntyconveutions. He is now Land Appraiser for
Sugar Creek Township, in which he formerly set·verl
as Supervisor. During a part of the Civil War he
was a member of the One hundred Fifty-fourth
Ohio Infantry unrl after serving the cause of the
Union was honorably discharged. He is a member
of the Agricultural Society. In the United Presbyterian Church he holds the office of Elder, and in
the local Sunday-ichool he has been Superintendent
and a teacher. Stern integrity is ingrnined in his
character and no more scrupulously honest man
can be fonn<l in the county, or indeed within the
State or Nation.
The first marriage of Mr. 1\IcClelland was celebrated December l , 1847, his bride being Miss
,Jane, daughter of George anrl Elizabeth Watt, who
came from Ireland and settled in this locality in
1820. During the years in which Mr. McClelland
was struggling to accumulate means and supply his
home with the improvements ann comforts tltat he
rlcsired, Ltis wife stood by Ltis side as a true companion an<l helpmate. On March 30, 1883, she
was called from time to eternity, .her otherwise
happy union having been cbtlrlless. The pleasant
home is now presided over by one who bore the

maiden name of Hannah Naughton, with whom Mr.
M<•Ctelland was joined in holy wedlock July 3,
1884. She also is of Irish descent, being >< daughter
of James and l\Iary Naughton, natives of the Emerald Isle. She was taken into the family of David
Drown who came to the Buckeye State in 1819, and
she attended the district school near ,Jamestown.
Like her h usband she is a consistent member of the
United Presbyterian Church, while her refined
manners add a charm and favorably impress those
whom she ~ects and pave the wty for the friendship which follows their knowledge of her good
qualities.

UDSON REDMOND. This name is familiar
among the industrial interestsofClarkCounty,
as belonging to one of its most skillecl me~ chanics and a man who occupies a high position hoth in social and business circles. He has
been the architect of his own fortune, making his
way in the world from a modest beginning and has
proven a fine example of the results of patient industry, a wise economy and good management. His
native place was Cattaraugus County, N . Y., and
the date of his birth August 16, 1824. His father,
Peter Redmond, was a native of Ireland anrl emigrated at an early age to America with his paternal
grandfather, who was also of Irish birth and ances.
try . Tile family settled first in Western New York,
but later removed ,to Cattaraugus County, where
Grandfather Redmond spent the remainder of his
life. He was well-to-do in his own country but
came to the United States on account of political
and religious tyranny.
Peter Redmond wus a lad of twelve years when
he came to America with his parents, 11nd lived in
Western New York until after his marriage. He
then purchased a tract of tim bcr land in Cattaraugus County, where he put up a log house in which
he and his young wife began the journey of life
together. Cnder that lowly roof the subject of this
sketch was born. The father followed the trade of
a miller until ahout 1834, when he disposed of his
possessions in Cattaraugus County and removed to
Penfield, Wyoming County. A few years later he
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cbangcn his residence to Livingston County, pur.
chasing a home in Gibsonville, where he spent the
closing years of his life.
The mother of our subject bore the maiden name
of !;arab Curtis. She was born in Hatfield, Conn.,
and was the daughter of Abijah Curtis, also a uati ve of New England and a facmet· by occupation.
Grandfather Curtis also emigrated to New York
and spent his last yeat·s in Western New York.
Mrs. Redmond after the death of ber busband removed to Ohio and died in Logan County. She
was the mother of nine children, seven of whom
livecl to mature years, namely: James G., Judson,
our subject, Jeremiah, Mary, Hattie, Harry A.,
and Frank. Charles died young, and Eliza at the
age of nine years.
Mr. Redmond, our subject, remained a member
of the parental household until a youth of nintteen
years, then commenced learning the tranes of a
millwright and carpenter, serving an apprenticeship
of two years at Pike, Allegany County, N. Y.
Afterward he went to Toledo, Ohio, where he was
employed in a flour mill a few months, and later he
worked. at his trade in Maumee City five years.
He next embarked in milling at Russelvania, Logan
County, but was there only one year. He remained
in Logan County, however, for a time afterward
and operated the Carr Mills two years. Afterward
he was in tbc Milliner Mill one year. He next removed to Champaign County and was employed as
foreman during the builcling of the Wl~itc Cedar
Mill. When the building was completed be rented
it and operated it two years.
Changing his occupation now, Mr. Redmond located on a farm which he had purchased near Bellcfontuine, Ohio, but after prosecuting agriculture
two years, he traded the farm for the Carr Mill on
Stony Creek, Logan County. Two years later he
sold the mill and, in 186 6, com ing to Springfield
purchased the property known as the Rogers &
McCormick Mill, which wns located five miles east
of Springfield on Beaver Creek and comprised a
brick building, 45x55 feet in dimensions and four
and one-half stories high. It was equ ipped with
tho old-fashioned burr system with which Mr.
Redmond operated until1887. He then remodded
the mill and put in a complete roller system and
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this mill now operates successfully with a capacity
of fift:r barrds of fiom every twenty-frJur hours.
ln October, 1843,. Mr. Redmond was joined in
wedlock with Miss Harriet Hinman at the bride's
home in Ontario County, N.Y. Mrs. Redmond
was born January 16, 1829, in Ontario County,
N. Y., ancl is the daughter of Justus and Ruth
(Buell) Hinman, who were natives of Cunnecticut
and spent their last years in Michigan and New
York respectively. Of this union ~tcre have been
born six children, viz.: Edgar, Orelia, Clara, Inez
anrl Harry G. Francis, the eldest born, died aged
ten months. The family residence, a commodious
brick structure, is pleasantly located on a rise of
ground ncar the mill property and forms a very
comfortable and nttracti ve home, whose inmates
enjoy a sufficiency of the good things of life together with the society of hosts of friends. Our
subject and his estimable wife are members in good
standing of Sinking Creek Baptist Church, in which
lllr. Redmond officiates as Deacon . For many years
he voted toe Republican ticket, but is now an ardent Prouibitionist.

•I
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LI McKINDEY ARBOGAST can number
among his ancestors two of the early settlers
of this part of Ohio, and he himself was
bol'D in this county, and has ever since made his
home here, witil the excJption of a year elsewhere.
In his business as a contractor anJ builder he
has done a great deal to promote the growth of
Springfield, his place of residence, aud the surrounding country. When he came here in early manhood
the city was but a village of three or four thousand people, and he bas seen it grow from a mere
commercial town, the metropolis of an agricultural
community, to be one of the most flourishing manufacturing cities in the State, with a population of
nearly forty thousand inl!abitants.
Mr. Arbogast was horn in Moorefield Township,
March 4, 1830, a son of George Arbogast, who was
born in Pendleton County, Va., August l 0, 1793,
a son of Miel!ael Arbogast, a native of the same
State. His father, great-grandfather of our Stlbject,

E
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was born in Germany, and coming to America in
Colonial times, he settled in Virginia, and eventually died there. The grandfat!Jer of our subject
was reared to agricultural pursuits on !Jis father's
plantation, in the Old Dominion, and made his
home in t!Jat eommonwealt!J until 1816, when he
emigrated to Ohio, accompanied by his wife and
their five sons and two rlaughters-Gcorge, l:>ilas,
Eli, Enoch, Solomon, Elizabetll and Abbie. He
settled in that part of Champaign County now in·
eluded in Clark County, buying a tract of land in
Moot·efielrl Township, of which he thus became one
the earliest settlers, and where he resided until bis
nJortal career was closed by death. The maiden
name of his wife was Buzzard.
The father of our subjeet was the eldest son of
the family, and at the time of their location in
Clark County it was a wildemess, with deer, wolves
and other wild animals haunting it, and he being
an expert marksman, won a repntation as a skille<l
deer hunter. He bought a tract of land in Moorefielrl Township, and engaged in farming t!Jere for
a long lime with good profit, accumulating con&i<lerable property, btlt !Je lost it all by going security
for some friends . He subsequently removed to
Springfield Towns!Jip, and there his life was rounded
out by denth in the month of April, 1868. He had
lived to see the county quite well developed,witb fine
farms, busy towns, and flourishing cities, where he
once saw but primeval forests, wild prairies and
uncultivated meadows, with settlements few and
scattering. The maiden name of bis wife was Elizabet!J Hnllinger, who was a native of Pennsylvania.
Her father was Daniel Hullinger, an early pioneer of
Ohio, coming to this State in 1816, and settling in
C!Jampaign County, near Fremont, where he im.
proved a good farm, upon which he spent his last
:lays. The maiden name of his wife was Shackey.
The mother of our subject died in Springfield
Township, in ,Jnly, 1867. She and her husband
were the parents of sixteen children, of whom tbe
following tbirteen were reared to maturity: Eliza,
Melinda, Catherine, Nancy, Enoch G., 1\JaLilda, Eli
M,, Charles, Harvey, Seth, William H., John and
Isaac.
Eli McKindey Arbogast was reared and educated
in this county, and at the age of eighteen com.

menced to learn the carpenter'~ trade, serving an
apprenticeship of three years, and becoming a master of his chosen calling in all its details. He t!Jen
did "jonr" work until 1857, when he established
himself as a contmctor and builder, and has ever
since carried it on with excellent pecuniary rcsnlts in t!Jis county~ with the exception 9f a year's
residence in Do.yton. He has always conducted a
thriving business, erecting many residence buildings, etc., in this city, and even carrying on
his building operations in other parts of the
county, and has gathered together a comfortable
amonnt of property, and by wise investments of
his money has incrl'ased his bank acconnt. During
the long years of his residence in this city his fellow-citizens have always found him prompt, truthful and even clealing in all his business transactions, in which, moreover, be has displayed
excellent discernment and sound sense. He and his
estimable wiie arc members in high standing of the
l:>t. Paul lllethorlist Episcopal Churc!J, of which he
is a Trustee, and they are earnest in their endeavors
to further the cause of religion. Mr. Arbogast
first joined the church on Columbia Street, and
later connected himself with the Center Street
Church, and subsequently severed his connection
with that church upon the organization of the St.
Paul Society, with wtich !Je has since been identi ·
fled. He belongs to the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, as a member of Springfield Lodge,
No. 33.
Mr. Arbogast has been blest in his domestic relations. He bas been twice married . November
6, 185 I, he was married to Catherine Coffield, a
native of Butler County, Ohio, and a daughter of
John Coffield. After a happy wedded life of twentyseven years that woman of sainted memory passed to
her reward , and her household knew the comfort of
her presence no more, !Jer rleath occurring N ovembcr I I , 1878, five days rtfter the anniversary of
her wedding. Of that union our subject has three
childt·cn-John, George and William .
The marriage of onr subject to his present amiable and true 'vife, who devotes herself to making
his bo.ne pleasant, took place December 27, 1880.
She has also been twice married. Her maiden
name was Annie Gano, and she was born in As-
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bUl'y, Hunterdon County , N.J. , May 6, 1841. She
was first married Juno 15, 1857 , to Johnson Elliott.
He was an attorney and practiced his profession
first in Bncyrus, this State, antllnter in Vfapakoneta, the county seat of" Auglaize County , and there
he died while yet not far past the prim e of life.
Mrs. Arbogast's father , William Gano, was born in
Asbu•·y, N. J ., while his father, Asher Gano, is
thought to have been born in either Germany or·
Pennsylvania of German parentage. He was a
well-to-do farmer, owning a large farm near Asbury, and died there. Mrs. Arbogast's father followerl tbe trade of a carpenter in Asbury until
1842, and then lef' New Jersey to make a new
home in Ohio, and located near West Liberty, in
Logan County, anrl died in 1844, in the home that
be purchased there. The maiden name of his wife
was ,Jemima Smitt. Sue was born in Asbury, and
was a daughrer of Joseph Smitt, who was a farmH
and spent his last years in New Jersey . The maiden
name of his wife was Wykoff. She was a native
of New Jersey, and a life-long resident. of ~he
State. Mrs. Arbogast's mother spent her last years
with her children, and tlied at the advancerl ag~ of
eighty--four years.

DAM L. EPPLEY, a peaceable aud law.
abiding citizen, has been for some time
variously engaged in the city of Spl'ingficld and stancls well in his community.
He was born April 18, 1858, in Yellow Springs
Township, Greene County, this State, an<l is the
son of John D. Eppley, a native of Logan County.
The latter was born in 182 7, and was the son of
Arlam Eppley, a native of Pennsylvania, whose
father was an ironworker at Pittsbu•·g during the
infancy of this inrlustry in the United States, and
spent his last years in the "smoky city" when it
was a town of very little importance. He died in
the prime of life, when his son Adam was but a
child, and the latter was reared by his uncle, John
Nier.
When seven years old Adam Eppley was brought
to Ohio, the journey being made overland with

teams, and prior to tile War of 1812. He lived
witu his uncle a few yea rs in Logan County, th~n
removed to Clark County, an<l resid erl with Peter
Sintz, one of its first settlers. Then retuming
East, Le served an apprenticeship at the miller's
trade in Rockingham County, Va. There also he
he seemed a life partner-Jii iss Rebecca Durr.
He returne,l to Ohio about 1824 and settled in
Logan County, hut subsequently removed to
Springfield. We next find him in Montgomery
County , where he resided about three years. He
t!Jen returned to Clark County an<l renterl a farm
.three years, after which !Je bougut a farm in Green
Township. Upon this he li ved a few years, then
sold and purcuascd another farm in the same township, upon wuich be built a brick house and macle
other improvements. After three years he sold
this also, an<l purchased a farm in l\iad River
Township. A three years' residence there seemed
sufficient for that loeality, and selling out again, be
removed to Kalamazoo County, Mich. Three
years later he rcturnerl to Ohio, anrl t!Jereafter resided in Greene, Darke and Clark Counties. He
spent uis last years in Springfield with his daughter, Mrs. Mahlon Kersuner. He die<l iu the Cente.· Street lliethorlist Church, when about seventy•even years old.
John D. Eppley, the father of our subject, rem:>ined a resident of his native county until after
his marl'iage, and then purchased a tract of land in
Green Township, Clark County, wherB he resided
about five years. He then sold O!!t and went to
Iowa, where he sojonrne<l a few months, tb~n returning pmchased land near Yellow Springs, Greene
County, where he resirled about four years. Afterward he operated on rentec1 lanrl for a a time,
then purc!Jased land in Mad River Towrrship, but
a year later sold this and bought a farm two miles
southwest of Springfield. He engaged in general
agriculture, also in clairying, and in I 873 openerl a
stone-quarry, which he operated in connection with
farming. He resided there untii his death, which
occurred in February, 1885.
The mother of our subject bore the maiden name
of Elizabeth Sayre. She was horn in 1\Iad River
Township, and was the dauguLcr of Lloyd l'ayre,
one of its earliest pioneers. She only survived ller
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husband eighteen days. Adam L., of tbis sketch,
was theit· only cilild. He was reared on the farm,
and educated in tile common schools, and remained
with llis parents until they no longer needed his
filial offices. He resided on the farm about one
year after the death of his parents, tl!en removed
to Springfield. He was married July 1, 1880, to
Miss Nom M. Patton. Mrs. Eppley was born near
Enon, (;lark County, and is a daughter of "William
Patton, wbo was a native of Ohio, and who settled
in this county during its pioneer days. Her mother
is deceased. Politically, our subject is a stanch
Republican.

)[,DW ARD l\IERRITT. This worthy citizen
and upright man has been a resident of
Clark County for over half a century, and
is widely and favorably known, his long residence
giving him a large circle of acquaintances and llis
character winning their respect and admiration.
He is a son of Thomas and .Jane (Gaskill) Merritt,
both of whom were born in Burlington County, N.
J . The mother was a daughter of Josiah Gaskill
of tbat county in wbich our ~ubject also was horn
in the little village of Mount Ht•lly. Thomas Merritt was a cabinet maker by trade, but after following the occupation for many years he abandoned
it and moved on to a farm when his son Ed ward
was but three years of age.
In 1831, Thomas .Merritt with his family, which
consisted of a wife and four children, left his native State to found a home in the Mississippi Valley. Beginning their journey on the 2d of May,
they reached the home of Mr. Merritt's brother near
Circleville, Ohio, on the 2d of June. Tile caravan
consisted of two covered wagons each drawn by
two horses and in addition to the family mentioned,
the p~rty container! a maiden sister of l\Ir. Merritt
and a man who drove one of the teams. Miss Merritt afterward became tile wife of Isaac Engle of
Warren County. During their journey the party,
with the exception of 1\Ir. and Mrs. Merritt, ~lept
in the wagons.
Tile summer was spent near Circleville while Mr.

l\Icrritt looked round for a location, his first purchase being one hundred and seventy acres of land
which forms a part of the present home of our subject. The next year be purchased forty acres adjoining where the fine resi(lence now stands. Of
the two hundred and ten acres but twenty were
under the plow, but the father and sons cleared the
balance, which now forms one of the finest farms
in the section. In 1852, one of the finest brick
houses in the county was erected, wuich still stands
as a monument to the energy and forethought of
the ot·iginnl owner, and which even at this day is
numbered among the best homes in tbis vicinity.
When first built it was 36x42 feet in dimensions,
with a kitchen 16xl6 feet and a wing 16x36 feet.
Thomas Merritt breathed his last in l868,being then
in his eightieth year; his widow survived until May,
1871, reaching the age of seventy-five years.
Edward Merritt was about eleven years of age
when his parents came to this county, in which he
attained to man's estate. On February 22, 1844,
he took a companion in the person of Miss Susan
Little_of Ma-lison Township, who lived but a short
time after their maniagc. She ba<l given birth to
two children who followed ller to the grave in a
few months. ~be was the daughter of Hamilton
and Mary Little, and was bom a few miles west of
Philadelphia. Her parents removed thence to this
county where they lived to a good age, her father
dying about 1850, and her liJOther surviving many
years after.
In 1847, Mr. Merritt contracted a second matrimonial alliance, his bri<le being M:rs. Myra Borton,
widow of .James Borton. She had one child, Elizabeth Ann Borton, who afterward became tile wife
of William T. Haley of this county and has a family of six cllildren. Mrs. Myra Merritt was called
from time to eternity about five years ago, mourned
by many old ~tcquaintnnces who sincerely sympathized in the bereavement that had befallen her
husband and children. The union of this lady with
our subject resulted in the birth of four children,
of whom we note the following: Charles H. married
Alice, daughter of Peter Buffenberger, who has
borne him three children; his occupation is that of
a farmer; Thomas E., who was unmarried, died at
the age of thirty-six years; Susan M. is the wife of
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Reuben M. Roberts, who now bus charge of the
farm of our subject; they have one son, Merritt E:
S . Ella is the wife of Edwin B. Michener, a farm er
of Warren County.
The .1\Ienitt fnmily tu·e of the Friends religion,
holding membership at Green Plain. The deceased
wife and mother was also a member of that religious
body. Until recently Mr. Merritt ha<l been aRepublican but he now votes the Prohibition ticl<et.
He has been County Commissioner three years,and
has also held the offices of Road Supervisor and
School Director. He wM Appraiser on the Pikes
whkb were bought from the county.

-~ ~UllEN

:MILLER Among all the worthy
citizens of Greene County, none can be
found more tlwroughly deserving of rep~. :11 resentation in a volume of this nature,
than be whose name stands at the head of this
notice, and whose portrait appears on the opposite
page. His prominence is not due alone to the
fact of his being an old settler, but to the excellent habits which he bas maintained, to the resolute
will and persevering industry which !Jas secured
for him a competence, and more than all to his upright Christian character. From his position as a
poor boy, he has v:orked out a successful career,
the capital with which he began, being the instruction which be had received to be studious,
industrious and neat, and that which he thinks
most important of all, to live a godly life.
The patemal ancestors of our subject were German, and in the maternal line be traces his ancestry to old England.
His grandfather, Andrew
Miller, emigrated from Germany to Pennsylvania
when a young man, and during the first great struggle for American Independence be gave his services
to the cause of freedom . From the forest on the Big
Canawha Creek he cleared a farm, upon which he
spent the bter yeat·s of his life. His son John was
born in York County, and. determining to devote
himself to farm life, bought the old home and engaged in agriculture upon it, but lost it after the
War of !812. During that struggle ~is eldest son,

!K\\\

then seventeen years old, entered the army as his
substitute. John 1\Iiller was a great reader, and an
active member of the Lutheran Church, in which
he was an exhorter.
The maternal grandparents of Reuben Jlililler
wet·c David and Hannah (Smith) Ramsey, of England, both nf whom lived to the t~cl vrmced age of
eighty-six years , the fot·mer never being ill until
his death. Having come to America prior to the
Revolutionary War, Grandfather Ramsey took
part in that struggle, receiving two wounds while
fighting for freedom. During the cann'Jna<ling at
the battle of Bunker Hill , the dishes in his borne,
which was but two miles distant, were thrown from
the shelves and broken by the concussion. After
the war be removed to York County, I>a., being
one of the early settlers. He cleared a f!l.rm in the
mountains and made shingles, burned charcoal,
and followed other occupations suited to the locality. His landed estate amounted to three hundred
acres. The family were Quakers and prominent
in the work of the society.
Jane Ramsey, daughter of David an<l Hann ah
(Smit~) Ramsey, was born in Chestm· County,
Pa., and matTied John Miller, to whom she
bore seven children.
David, who went to the
War of 1812, when seventeen years old, died in
Clark County, Ohio, at the age of sixty-two years;
.John dierl when two years old; Hannah, Mrs.
Sultzenbarger, died at the age of seventy-five years:
Jlirs.l\iary Welty died aged eighty-two years; Samuel died in Pennsylvania when sixty-eight years
old; the next on the family roll is our subject,
who is the only survivor; Benjamin died at the
age of sixty years.
Reuben l\Iiller wru; bom in Conawnnka Township, York County, I>a., September 25, 1810, and
was reared on a farm . When five years old he
was sent to his gmndparents, who were getting old,
in order that he might wat.ch over them, and their
home being across the mountain from that of !tis
parents, be could call the latter in case of need.
He remained under their roof until ten years old,
when he returned to his old home, taking up such
a share in the labot·s of the farm as a boy of his
years could endure. His school privileges were
.meager, and the early education wbicb he obtained
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was secure•! in the subscription schools, which
were hel<l during a small portion of the yeac The
clot!Jing w!Jich he wore was home-made. He
hunted some, running foxes and other game, and
rcmaiue,l at home until twelve years old, when llC
was hired out on " f•nm at ~3.50 per month until
seventeen.
He then began an apprenticeship at
the trade of a shoemaker with his brother Samuel, and after serving three years started a shop
of !Jis own. He carried it on for nine years, work·
ing almost day and night, determined to secure
a home and surround himself with some degree
of comfort.
When twenty-three years old he secured a companion in life, being marrierl in September, 1833,
to Miss Margaret !\Iittman, who nobly bore her
share in his labors and anxieties, assisting him by
her counsel and prudent home keeping. She was
born in Dover Towus!Jip, York County, and died
in Ohio, in 1846. After their marriage tbe young
couple went at, once to housekeeping, the husband
buying a farm of eighty acres on the mountain
side, making an initial payment with money which
he borrowed o t 6 per cent. He remained upon the
vlace four years, after which he sold it and came to
Ohio, the journey being'accomplished in a two-l)orse
covered wagon, which also conveyed a few household goods. The river was crossed in flatboats,
and twenty-one days after leaving their Pennsylvania home the family settled near Dayton, Montgomery County, Ohio. For three years they lived
upon rented land there, after which they settled
in Clark County, spending one year in a eabin in
the woods.
Although Mr. Miller had been put back hy sickness, lle had succeeded in saving about :i\250, with
which he came to Greene County and made arrangements for the purchase of one hundred acres
of land on Mud Run, going in debt for a large
part of its priee. A few years later he borrowed
money at 10 1Jer cent., and purchased one ht:tndred and sixty acres adjoining, paying $30 per
acre, and continuing his resolute efforts, succeeded
in paying for both farms. The only indebtedness
which he ever assumed was for Janel. He was located on the Springfield and Dayton pike, where
he cleared and otherwise improved his estate. He

engaged in general fa•·ming and stock raising, also
dealing extensively in market produce. Tbe early
habits of neatness and order in which he had been
instructed by his worthy parents, were carried out on
the farru, where everything was carefully cared for,
and nothing los.t by heedlessness' or ill-usage. The
best of stock was kept, llfr. Miller being one of the
first men in the count.y to keep full blooded Shorthorn cattle and Southdown sheep.
His horses
also were of good grarles, while he endea vorerl
at all times to keep his crops above the average in
quality.
After having lived upon· the estate, which he
bad secured by unremitting toil, for forty-two
years, Mr. Miller sold it at $95 per acre, and removed to Osborn, retil'ing from the work in which
He bought the
he had 80 long been engaged.
home in which he now lives, and has invested the
remainder of his means in bank stock and iu various loans. He is the largest and one of the
original stockholders of the Bank of Osborn, his
interest being $5,000. He has given each of his
children a start in life, bestowing upon them the
educational and business advantages which they
desired .
Mr. Miller contracted a second matrimonial alliance, choosing as his companion Miss Hester Snyder, with whom he was united in wedlock, in 1847,
the ceremony taking place in Clark County. The
bride was born in York County, Pa., and was n
daughter of John Snyder, an early settler of
Bethel Township, Clark County, where she was
rearerl and educated. After many years of useful
life, in which she had shown her devotion to husband and family and kindliness to all with whom
she came in contact. Mrs. Miller departed this life
May 6, 1880.
The sons and daughters of Mr. Miller are seven,
their record being as follows: .John A. attenderl
Lebanon College, and was subsequently graduated
from Wilts Commercial College, in Dayton, and
he is engaged in farming and the fruit business in
Clark County; Ellen M. is a graduate of Granville
College, in Licking County, and taught school
until her marriage to 0: P . Hardman, a farmer of
Clark County; Laura J. is the wife of Henry Corn,
of Fairfield, a retired farmer and a soldier in the
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Civil War; Cylnira C. is the wife of George Keplinger,wbo is a farmer and the operator of a greenhouse in Bath Township; Lee is an engineer at
Springfiel<l ; Curtain was in a shop in Spring(icld
but is now at borne, having had !Jis leg cut off by
a train. Alice is the wife of William Rol, who
works in the knife and bar shop of Ute Reaper and
Mower Manufactory in Springfield.
The first Presidential ballot of Mr. Miller was
cast for Andrew ,Jackson at his second election,
and he bas never since missed a vote, continuing
his adherance to the Democrat party.
He has
always paid his fine when put in olllce, declining
to servo except in school affairs.
He belongs to
the Lutheran Church, in which he bas had membership since he was six months old, an<l in which
for thirty years he bas taken a very active part.
He is a charter member of the society at Osborn,
belonged to the buil<ling committee and bas given
as liberally as any one to its support. He has
been a Trustee for years and is now an Elder.
He belongs to the Ancient, Free and Accepted
Masons at Osborn. He has been called upon to
exercise his judgment as a juryman, anrl in other
ways has been prominent among his fellow citizens. His memory is a remarkable one, be being
able to recall events as far back as 1813, when !.tis
bt·o.t ber went to the war. Self. made in finances
and in personal reputation and character, he gives
the credit of all that he is to the teaching which
produce<l in his mind the determination to be a
gentleman in the deep<>st sense of that word, and
to tlte nat~ral abilities which God gave him.

RANCIS M. HAGAN is not only one of the
foremost lawyers of Clark County, but he
is intimately associated with its business interests and civic life as President of the Springfield
Board of Trade. He is a fine representative of
Ohio's native-born citizens, his birth taking place
in this county, in Mad River Township, June 10,
1844, he being a descendant of two of the enl'!y
pioneers of this part of the State. Hugh Hagan, his
father was born in Northumberland County, Pa.,
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in 1803, and was a son of Denny Hagan, who was
born in the North of Ireland, and was of Scotch an tecedents. He was reared and married in the land
of his birth, and in 1801 emigrated to this country,
and settling in Northumberland County, utilized
his excellent education in teaching school and in
surveying. He remnincd in Pennsylvania until
1815. nnd then came with teams to Ohio, and cast
in his lot with the early pioneers of Clark County,
nntl here his well-spent and honorable life was
brought to a close. Mrs. Hagan was born in Ireland, and died in this country at the home of her
son Hugh, nnd now lies beside her husband in
Muddy Run Cemetery. They reared four children
-.John, Hngh, .James and Margaret.
Hugh Hngan was a lad of twelve years when his
parents removed to this county, and he was bred to
manhood under the primitive conditions of pioneer
life, and in his turn took up the work of a pioneer.
When a young man he taught school until he bad
saved enough money to give him a good start in
life, and he then bought a tract of timber lan(l near
Enon, and in the log house that he built there tbe
subject of tuis sketch was bom. There >"ere no
rail ways here for many .rears, and he used to team
to Cincinnati, seventy-five miles distant.
The
country was then in a wild condition, and deer and
other kinds of game were plenty for some years.
He did his share in developing the county by clearing a tmct of land and improving it into a fine
farm, as he was an a!Jle practical agriculturist, and
prosecuted his calling with chamcteristic energy
that brought success. He resided on his homestead
until his death, in 1879, rounded ont a long and
well-spent life that had passed its seventy.sixtb
milestone. Of a clear, disceming mind and of a
forceful character, well-endowed with truthfulness,
self-reliance and competence, be was a fine type of
the m~n, who, hardened by the struggle that has
founded our National character, wet·e instrumental
in bewing out the foundations of a commonwealth
from the primeval wilderness. The maiden name
of his wife was Ann Furay. She was a native of
this State, born in Ross County, and a daughter of
pioneer pat·ents, Peter and Marianne (DuPlissy)
Furay. Her father was a native of Pltila!lelphia,
and her mother of Canada, coming of French an~
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tccedent,s. Both grandparents lived to the venerable age of ninety years. The motller is now a
welcome inmate of tlle household of her son, our
subject. She hns reared four children to lives of
usefulness and honor, namely : Francis i\f., James
A., Edward 0. and Laura A.
The early youtll of our subject was passed on the
home farm, assisting in its labot·s and varying tue
monotony of his wNk by attenrlance at tllc district
school, where he laid the basis of a sound eclucation. Eager for more learning, and hcing without
the means to gratify his ambition, at the age of
seventeen he commenced tenching to gain the
wherewithal, and taught in the common and select
schools, and even after he entered Antioch College,
he did not drop that vocation, bnt continued to
teach whenever college was not in session. His
constant application to his studies and to teaehing
im pait·cd his heal tll, and he was obliged to leave
college witll his course uncompleted, to his great
regret. In 1869, he began the study of law in tue
office of E. S. Wallace, but his devotion to his
books caused his health to give out once more, and
lie was compelled to lay aside llis stu.dies for awhile.
After that he traveled in different part,s of the
United States two years, and with reinvigorated
powers resumed his legal studies, and was admitterl
to the bar before the Supreme Bench at Columbus,
and immediately entered upo11 tile practice of his
profession in this city, and has been thus actively
engaged here since, with the exception of the time
that be was Postmaster of the Springfield post-office.
During these years of hard and unemitting lubor he
has risen to eminence in his profession, and his
brilliant talents and legal acumen have brought
him a large clientage, to whose interests ile is conscientiously devoterl. He was appointe<} Postmaster in 1887, and served in that capacity with credit
until April, 1890. The grandfltther of our subject
voted for Thomas Jefferson for President, the father of our subject, was a sound Democrat and
supported Gen. Jackson , and their descendant of
to-day seems to have inherited their political views,
po·esumably somewhat modified by the exigencies
of the times, and is a leader of the Democracy in
this part of his native State, casting his first Presidential vote for Seymour. His fellow-citizens acl-

miring his intellectual force, his aptitude for
affairs, his cxecuLivc ability and his personal character (wbich is above reproach) have honored
themselves and him by calling him to public life. He
has been twice elected City Solicitor,first as an independent caudidate, and tile second time on the reg.ular Democratic ticl>et, his great popularity being
attested by the fact of his being called to fill that
important position by the suffrage of a people
largely Republican, as this city is one of tbe strongholds of that party. l-Ie showed that be was deserving of the great compliment that he tLen received by his careful and impartial administration
of the affairs of that office. He is an active member of the Associated Charities society, and is a
membet· of the Board of Trustees of the City Hospital. He is President of the Spring!ield Board of
Trade, which under his able leadership is a powerful influence in advancing the business, manufacturing, commercial and general financial interests
of the city, and be and his associates, besides til us
promoting the growth of the city, are forwarding
its welfare in other directions.
By his marriage in 1881, to Miss Justina F .
Bevitt, an amiable and cultured young lady, of fine
cilnractcr and attributes, Mr. Hagan has been enabled to establish a pleasant and attractive home,
to whose comforts Le can retreat from the cares of
busine~s. Mrs. Hagan is a native of St. Charles,
Mo., and a daughter of the well-known Dr. Bevitt
of that city. Three children hav e come to fill the
wedded life of our subject r.nd his amiable wifeFrancis l\1., Hugh and an infant.

~ETER A. SCHINDLER, senior member of
IJ thP firm of Schindler & Coles, undertakers,
occupies a leading position among the
business meo of Springfield, and is accredited with having a thorough understanding of
all the details connected with his calling. He is a
veteran of nearly seventy years, having been born
October 15, 1820, and he fit·st opened his eyPs to
the light on a farm in Frederick County, Md.,
eight miles north of l\Iiddletown, and at the old

r
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Leatherman Mills. His father. J ohn Schindler, was
horn in Germany in 1790, anrl. started for America
with his parents when a lad of twelve years. He
was orphanerl, however, before reaching his rlestination , his parents dying on the ocean, and being
consigned to a watery grave. Not only was he
bereaved of his parents but all his family, he being
the only one surviving the voyage. He made his
way to tbe home of his uncle in Frederick County,
M<l ., the latter having paid his passage, and heremained there n:1til reaching manhood. He learned
the miller's trade, and when reaching man's estate
was married to 1\fiss Hannah, daughter of Peter
and sister of Jacob Leatherman , the latter of whom
was a prominent preacher in the Dunkard Church,
now known as tbe German Baptist Church.
The father of our subject spent the most of his
life at his trade of a miller, but finally turned his
attention to farming. He left Maryland for Ohio
in 1852, anrl purchased land three miles north of
the present site of the city of Springfield. l:lubsequently, however, he removerl to a farm three
miles south of the city, where he spent his last
days, dying in the seventy-third year of his age.
The mothm· survived her husbanrl a few years, and
dierl at the home of her daughter, Miss Louisa
Schindler, in Miami County. She was a !arly of
many estimable qualities, and a <:onsistent m< mber
of the Dunkard Church. John Schindler, father
of our subject, had been reared in the doctrines of
the Lutheran Church, to which he steadfastly adhered all his life.
To the parents of our subject there was born a
family of five children, three sons and two daughters, of whom Daniel is a prominent minister of
of the Lutheran' Church in Loudoun County, Va. ;
John occupies himself as a miller in Miami County,
Ohio; Mary became the wife of M. K. Biser, and
died at her home near the city of Springfiel<l about
1852 or 1853; Louisa, a hove spoken of, is nnmnrricrl; John is a resident of Miami County, this"
State, living in the town of Alcony and retired.
The subject of this notice was the -eldest chil<l of
his parents, and spent his early yea1·s in his native
county, attending the common school and assisting
his father in the mill, and later on the farm. After
reaching his majority he set about the establish-
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ment of a home of his own, and was wended in
October, 1842, to Miss Mary Ann Shafer. He had
at an early age evinced considerable musical t.'llent,
and he now starterl out as a teacher of singing,
removed to Hagerstown, Mrl., and there resided
unt1l the death of his wife in 1850. Of this union
there arc no chilrlren living. Mrs. Mary A. Schindler was a consistent member of the Lutheran Church,
and a lady possessing all the Christian virtues.
In October, 185 0, Mr. Schindler, leaving his native State, came to Ohio, and locating in Springfield, occupied him self for a time as a teacher of
vocal music throughout Clarke County. At the
expiration of three years 'he embarked in the fnrniture husiness, associating himself in partnership
with M. K. Biser, an'l under the firm name of
l:lchinrllcr & Biser they continued with various
changes of partners until 1865. In that year Mr.
Schindler dispo"ed of his interest in the business
and he also met with great loss on account of endorsing notes for other men, which practically
ruined him.
vVc next find Mr. -schindler engagcrl in the
manufacture of Milwaukee brick near the city of
Springfield, and he was thus occupied two years.
In 1873 he associated himself in partnership with
J. L. Coleman, under the firm name of J . L. Coleman & Co. He purchased the interests of J. IV.
Coles. J. L. Coleman & Co. carried on tile business until 1884. Mr. Schindler then purchaserl the
interest of M1·. Coleman, and subsequently took his
son into partnership, the firm becoming J'. A.
Schindler & Son, nnd continue<l thus · for some years.
In 1886 J. W . Coles rc-ent.ered the firm, which
now became Schindler & Coles, and which has
operated successfully since that time, having their
headquarters at No. 53, West Main Street. They
keep a full supply of horses, vehicles and all the
other appurtenances required in their business,
while their promptness and reliability have gained
for them an extensive patronage.
In 1852 Mr. Schindler contracted a second marriage with Mrs. Caroline Keller, wirlow of the Re\' .
Ezra Keller, D.D., and who w·as the first President
of Wittenberg College. Mrs. Schindler was born
in August, 1819, in Frederick County, Mrl., and
was a daughter of Adam and Elizabeth Routzahn,
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who are now cleceased.. Of this union there has
been horn one child, a son, Charles. The latter
married Miss Clara Smith, of Springfield, and they
became the parents of one daughter, Edith. Mrs.
C:aroline Schindler departed this life at her home
in Springfield, September 20, 1888. In October,
1889, Mr. Schindler was married to Miss Eliz:.betb
Martin, also a native of Hagerstown, Md . Mrs.
Elizabeth (Martin) Schindler died February 17,
1890.
Politically, Mr. Schindl er votes tbe strnight
Republican ticket. He has been " membe•· of the
School Board, and became connected with the
Lutheran Cllurch in 1838. In this he llas officiated
as chorister from that ·year to 1890, of botb ch urch
nnd Sunday-school and various other public meetings. For a period of fort,v years he servecl as
Superintendent of the Sunday-school, commencing
this work in 1850 and organizing scbools in differe nt parts of Clnl'k County.

e

APT. PERRY STEW ART. There is not
within the limits of Green Township a citi'!/ zen whom the people are more delighted to
llonor than Capt. Stewart. Intelligent, energetic
and enterprising, he has not only been a prominent
man in the affai•·s of Clark County, but bas accumulated a fine pmperty and bas held many positions of trust and responsibility. He was in former
years a County Commissioner, served in the !-;tate
Legislature and commanded a company during the
late Civil War. All the enterprises tending to advance the interests of the people, morally, intellectually and financially, have received his unqualified
endorsement and substantial aid. He keeps himself
thoroughly posted upon the leading events of tile
day, and is possessed of those qualities of character
most desired in one who manifestly was born to b~
a leader and who exercises a marked influence
upon those around him.
Capt. Stewart is the offspri11g of excellent ancestry and tile son of John T. Stewart, who was
born in Dauphin County, Pa., in March, 1781. The
latter, while not a surveyor by profes>ion, platted
the city of South Chnrlestoll, in Clark County.

During the War of 1812 be furnished cattle in
large numbers to the United States Government
and looked after the wants of the family of his
brother, Samuel, who was serving as a Captain in
the army of Gen. Hull, when the latter surrendered
at Detroit. Capt. Samuel Stewart bad raised a
military company from Clark and Cbampaign
Counties.
The paternal grandfntber of our subject was likewise Samuel Stewart, a native of Ireland, who emigrated to America about 1735, and settled in Pennsylvania. He was born in 1733 and died in Dauphin
County, Pa., September 19, 1803. The great-grandfather wllo also bore t.lle name of Samuel, was
born in Scotland or Ireland and was the son of Robert Stewart, who removed from the vicinity of the
city of Glasgow, Scotland, to Ireland, in 1661, to
escape persecution on account of his religion, he
being a stanch Presbyterian.
John T. Stewart emigrated to Ohio with his father's brother, Samuel, in the fall of 1806. They settled in the wilderness on a tract of heavily timbered
land , whicll they entered from the Government,
put up a log house and began felling the trees
around them . They kept bachelor's ball and cured
their own meat for use d'!l'ing the winter. The
second fall tbeir smokehouse was burned, togetber
witb i.ts contents and they were thus left with a
very small stock of provisions. They had, lwwever, a good neighbor in the person of Benjamin
Whiteman, who c:~me over and told them that he
had plenty of meat in his smokehouse and they
were as welcome to it as his wife; that if they did
not help themselves he would be offended.
The father of our subject after due time decided
that it was not good for man to live alone and accordingly on the 2d of March, 1815, took to biroself a wife and helpmate-Miss Ann, daughter of
Robert ancl Ann (Ingram) Elder. Robert Elder
came to Ohio in Ull3, nnrl like his estimable wife
was of Scotch-Irish descent. He died October 3,
1825, and the mother passed away September 20,
1827. The Iatte•· was born May 1\1, 1798, in
Daupbin County, Pa. After his marriage, John
Stewart put up a log house on his own farm,hrought
the land to a state of cultivation and there spent
the remainder of his days. He lived to be nearly
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seventy years old, and ilepartecl hence in April,
1850. The mother survived her husband more
than thirty years, remaining a widow, and passed
away September 25, 1880. at the advanced age of
eighty-two years. She was laid hy the side of her
husband in the Presbyterian Cemetery at Clifton.
Ten chililren were born to John l:itewnrt noel his
estimable wife, eight of whom m·e living, namely:
Juliana, Mrs. Anderson; Perry , our subject ; Elder
R.; Samuel, deceased; Charles, .James M., Thomas
E . ; Oscar N., and William C. Hnniet, died aged
about two years. Perry, the second child, was born
June 6, 1'818, and spent his early days after the
manner of the sons of pioneer farmers, obtaining a
hmit."cl erlucation in the subscription school and
assisting in the various pursuits of farm life. He
grew up healthy in mind and body and at nn early
age could do a man's work. He remained at home
assisting his father until over twenty-six years old
and then having resolved upon establishing a tireside of his own, was joined in wedlock October 15,
1844, with Miss Rhoda A. Wheeler.
Soon after their maniage Mr. and Mrs. Stewart
settled upon a tract of timber land which the Captain transformed into his present well-developed
farm. He first put up a one story house of brick,
to which, in 1860, he arlded another story and two
·more rooms on the ground floor. He felled the trees
around him nnd brought the land to a good state
of cultivation, adding the various improvements,
one after another, which became essential to the
comfort and success of the progressive agriculturist.
As time progressed Capt. Stewart i nvestcd !Ji"
accumulated capital in additional lan<i, and after
selling off a part has still left three hundrc•l and
and fifty-five acres, which yield him· annually
handsome returns. The home farm comprises two
hundred anil fifteen acres, and the Captain owns
three lots in tbe city of Springfield. To him and
his excellent wife there have been born ten children, of whom the record is as follows: Harriet
Joanna Stewart hecamc the wife of James Hatfield;
they have three chil<lren and live two miles north
of Clifton. Jnlia Ann is the wife of R. N. Eldc~,
a sketch of whom appcr~rs elsewhere in this work;
David Wilmot married Miss Amancla McClintock;
they hav~ five children and live at EnCJn Crossing.
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John T. married Miss AlUla M. Keifer ; they have
three children and live in Greencastle, Ind. Mary
E. is the wife of Samuel Kerr; they have two children and live near Troy, Ohio. Jane E. is the wife
of George Nicholson ; they arc the parents of one
child and live ncar New Moorefield, Clark County.
Jessie Isa bel died when four years old; Charles
Fremont married l\lliss Clara Garlough ; they have
three children and live on the farm adjoining that
of Captain ; Perry Morton and E. Wheeler, remain
at home wi th their parents. Tbe Captain and 1\frs.
Stewart are p•·ominently cqnnected with the Christain Church at Springfield .
During the second year of the Civil War our
subject in July, 1862, received permhsiou from the
Clark County Military Commission to raise a company of volunteers wit11 whom he repait·ed to Piqua
ant! they were mustered into . the service by Capt.
Drake, nnmecl Company A, anu formed a part
of the Ninety-fourth Ohio Infantry. On the 24th
of August the company was sworn into service
and on the 28th, the company left Camp Piqua and
arrived at Lexington, Ky., on the 30th and were
just in time to take part in the skirmish at Tate's
Creek Ferry. On the 1st of !:leptemher Capt.
Stewart was captured by the troops of Gen. Kirby
Smith but paroled the same day. He then returned
home and waited until the follow ing Christmas
w.hen he was exchanged and joined his regiment
January 17, 1863, at Murfreesboro, Tenn. This
wns shortly after the battle of Stone River and he
then took part in the Tullahoma campaign under
Gen. Rosecrans, who was marchiug against Gen.

Bragg anil on to Cbatt!lnooga.
Capt. Stewart met the enemy in several battles
and skirmishes, but finally on account of ill-health
was obliged to resign his commission. He receive•!
an honorable <lischar~e November 9, 1863, nncl
then returning home gave mnch of his time thereafter to the recruiting of soldiers as long as they
were needed by the Government. On the battle field of Chickamauga he receiverl a wound in the
leg from a sp~nt ball. The Captain has always
taken an active interest in politics and <luring the
early days was a member of the ol<l Whig party;
in 1842 he identified himself with the Liberty or
Abolition party. Later he joined the Republicans.
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Tie has frequently been sent as a delegate to the
County, State and Congressional Conventions and
was in the National Convention at Philadelphia
when Gen. Grant wns nominated for his sceoncl
term. He also assisted in the nomination of Rutherford n. Hayes, at Cincinnati, although not then a
delegate. He was one of the charter members of
j\litchell Post, G. A. R., at Springfield. In 1866,
he was elected a County Commissioner anrl the following year was made the nominee of th e Republican party in Clark County for tbe State Legislature, serving in the Fifty-eighth Gcneml Asscm bly.
He was a Justice of th e Peace at the time of entering the army. The cause of e(lucation finds in him
a stead fast friend and he has served as a School
Director in his district for several years. In his
religious views Capt. Stewart conforms to the doctrines of tbe Christian Church, attending services
at Springfield anrl officiating as a Trustee.
Mrs. Stewart was born December 30, 1824, in
Clark County, Ohio, and is a daughter of Ebenezer
anrl Joanna (Miller) Wheeler, who were natives of
New .Jersey. They removed to Ohio about 1800,
prior to their marriage. The paternal grandfather
upon coming to this State, settled on what is now
the most populous part of Cincinnati, s~cut·ing
lanrl at a mere trifle. Her maternal grandfatheo·,
Moses Miller, settlerl upon the present site of
Brighton, a suburb of Cincinnati, and for many
years was the owner of a large farm. After their
marriage in September, 1R03, Mr. and Mrs.
Wheeler settled near Cincinnati, anrl in 1806 removed to what subsequently became the homestearl in Clark County. There was born to them
n large fam ily of ehildrcn of whom there is living
only !\Irs. Stewart and he r ,brother, Samuel M., who
is a resident of Lyon County, Kan.

chinery for doing excellent work. He does the
largest business in cont.-acting in the county, and
having been so engaged for over a decade, has
become thoroughly well-known as one whose contracts arc carried out in the most honorlijlle manner, those who employ him being insured reliable
work in whatever he has undertaken . In his intercourse with his, fellow-men, Mr. Owens is pleasing and honest, while his private character is irreproachable, and he is highly spoken of by all who
know him.
The subject of this sketch is a grandson of
Tllomas C. Owens, who bore a very prominent
part in the pioneer work of this county, both as a
private worker and as a public servant. He cnmr.
to this State from the Old Dominion, and locaterl
near Union Church. For many years be filled the
olfice of County Surveyor, and for a long time was
County Recorder and County Auditor.
He. belonged to the 1\Iethodist Episcopal Church, and
was engaged in local ministerial labors. He was
thoroughly known tbroug-llout the county, with
whose early history he was so closely identified.
His son, Alfrerl H ., was born and grew to matu.
rity in this county, and engaged in farming for a
few years. He then began contracting and builrl-.
ing, making his headquarters in Xenia, and for
about twenty years continued his connection with
mechanical work. lie belonged to the First Methodist Episcopal Church of Xenia, and bis character and ability weo·e appreciated by his fellow-men
to such a degree that tbey bestowed upon him
various township ol!ices. He married Miss Mary J.
Eichelberger, of Germantown, ncar Dayton, who
bore him seven children.
In Xenia Township, on what is known as the
Wilmington Pike, Marcb 1, 1858, the subject of
this sketch was born.
His education was completed in Xenia College, from which he received
the degree of Master of Arts, in 1876. After
leaving the school room he engaged with his
father in contracting, and at his death, in 1879,
continued the business, which he bas enlarged, and
to which, in 1886, he adrled that of wood-working,
buying the mill before mentioned. He belongs to
the Republican party and is a firm believer in its
principles; IJis religious faith coincides with that
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expressed by the creed of the Methodist Episcopal
denomination, and he holds membership in Trinity Church.
The marriage of Mr. Owens took place at the
home of the bride in Xenia, June 16, 1880, the
larly with whom he was united being Miss Anna
L., daughter of John f:i. and Isahelle Saylor. She
was quite young when her parents came to t.his
place, in which she grew to maturity, obtained an
excellent education and has made many frienrls by
he!' graces and virtues. The family of Mr. and
Mrs. Owens comprises four daughters: Lorena
May, Lulu .Jane, Ida Mabel and Hazel Kirk.

OHN W. HAMILTON, Justice of the Peace.
This sturdy old pioneer of Greene County,
whose portrait appears on the opposite page,
has lived in Yellow Springs since 1845, and
has held a prominent place in municipal affairs and
in society. He has been ,Justice of the Peace for
thirty-nine years, has bad the office of Notary
Public for n lengthy period, and for twenty years
was Mayor of the city. In both physical and
mental endowments he was blessed by nature, and
although his_early-advantages were not the best, he
secured a good common-school education anrl upon
that foundation has built an amount of information
and knowledge equal to that gained by many men
whose opportunities seem much greater. The character of the man is displayed in this, and in the enterprise which he has exhibited in worldly affaiJ·s
and the station which he holds in the community.
Hi~ home is one of comfort, one of its most noticeable features being that its walls are lined with
pictures, indicating the love of the family for the
beautiful and artistic.
Squire Hamilton is the son of.James and Marga.
ret (Keenan) Hamilton, nat1ves of Ireland, who
~ettl~d in Perry County, Ohio, in 1828, the fathe1·
being a farmer. Companions in life, "in death they
were not di\·ided," both dying September 26, 1836.
Tlwy were the parents of six children, fom · of
whom are living. The birth of our subject took
place August 1, 1820-, ancl he therefore began his

J
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residence in the Buckeye State when a la<l of eight
years. He began to carve out Ids own career in
life when eighteen years old, at which time he was
hounrl as an apprentice to n cabinet-maker at Sommerset. After serving two years he ran away on
account of ill treatment, and walke_cl on the National road to Bellefonntaine, Logan County, having but $1 Ill his pocket. He worked at cleat·ing
land by the acre, then at his trade for a time, and
in 1838, went to Shelby County, where for three
years he was employed on the Miami Canal, taking
contmcts to build portions of it.
For three years Mr. Hamilton belonged to the
corps of civil engineers under Timothy G. Bates,
who worked from Piqua, to St. Mary's. He
then located in Dayton and spent six months in
buying horses there and selling them in the East.
He then, in 1845, locate<l in Yellow Springs, where
he has since remained . He contracted for building
a portion of the Miami Railroad, but for over
twenty years his business has been the manufacture
of bric:k, and 8ince 1867 he bas made over one hundred miles of tmnpike. During the Civil War be
was enrolling otllcer for this township. Two of his
sons enlisted in Company D, Forty-fourth Ohio
Infantry, and subsequently became members of U1e
Eighth Ohio Cavalry, serving during the war.
William ranked as Third Sergeant and Charles was
a private; both spent twenty-seven days in Libby
Prison, after which they were cxchangeil : Twice
during their army life they were visited by their
parents. The father belonged to the "Squirrel
Hunters,'' which bo<ly was called out at the time of
Gen. 1\.Jnrgan's raid.

During his long service as a Justice, Squire Hamilton has tl'icd over ten thousand cases, never. having a decision reversed. In one case that came
befo1·e hiru, suit was brought for a turkey, nnd the
costs amounted to over $60. l-Ie has trierl cases
where the renowned Thomas Corwin and John A.
McMahon plead before him. He has been active
in politics, having first given his allegiance to the
Whig pnrty, casting his first Presidential ballot for
Gen. William Henry Harrison. lJpon the disintegration of that party and the formation of the Republican, he became identified with the new
political body which embodied in its platform the
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principles in wl1ich he believed. Squire Hamilton
has belonged to the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows for thirty years.
The subject of this notice has been twice married, his first allianee having been contracted in
1841, and his bride having been Miss Ann Hayes,
who sha•·ed his fortunes until 1870, when she died.
The union had rcsulte<l in the birth of four children of whom we note the following: William married Mary Haney, and lives at Yellow Springs, their
family comprising seven children; ChRrles mRrricd
Hester Horney, has three children and also lives in
Yellow Springs; ,James, who is unmarried, resides
in New York City; John married Mary Shaw, has
five children, and lives at Goes Station. The secontl
marriage of Squire Hamillon took place in 1871,
his bricle being Miss Elizabeth Musselman, a native
of Piqua. This worthy lady is a member of the
Christian Church , and a respected and useful member of the community. She has one child, Edward,
who is unmarried and lives with his parents.

~

ENRY H. HOPKINS. Descended from two
old :r:'cw .England famili:s, this gentleman
L_
has m Ins personr,l affairs mamfestetl the
·
frugality , industry and prudence thal arc
prominent traits in the Yankee character, acquiring thereby a fortune that has enabled him to bestow upon his children thorough educations and to
surround his family with every comfort. He has
lil<ewi~e manife~tecl a deep interest in the public
welfare, hlentifying himself with various movements, whieh lend to the higher eivilization and
l"'ospcrity of the community, and gaining a reputation second to none ns a public-spiriterl citizen.
The ancestry in the paternal line is traced back
to Stephen Hopkins. The parents of our subject
were Allan and Rachael (Saulsbury) Hopkins, the
latter having been a daughter of Joseph Saulsbury, a mariner. Rhode Island was tl.eir native
State, and there they grew to maturity, married ,
:mel continued to reside. The father , who was a
farmer and cooper, <lied in 1851, at the age of
sixty-four years. The mother survived until 1877,
/:

reaching the advanced age of eighty-nine years.
They were the parents of six children, two of
whom arc now living.
The gentleman of wllom we write was born June
2, 1812, at Scituate, R. I., being the third on the
family roiL He received an excellent commonschool edneation, after which he took a thorough
academic course, fitting llimself for the professson
of teaching, in wbich he was engaged for about
twelve years in his native State. He had also occupied himself to some extent in farming, and continued tile two employments until t.he spring of
1839.
In March of tllat year Mr. Hopkins was united
in marriage with Miss Marin, daughter of Asaph
and Mary (Mowry) Wilder. Phe was also horn at
Scituate, R. I., and was about four years younger
than her husband , her natal day having been
the 11tl• of March, 1816. She recdved a good
common-sciJOol education and became a teacher,
having a fine record as an instructress and winning
the friendship of her patrons by her intelligence
and true lady hood. Her qualities of mind and
character were well known to her husband, who has
never had cause to regret his choice. The home
over which she has presider1 bas ever been a model
of neatness an<l order, and while lool.<ing well to the
ways of her honschohl, she has not neglected her
personal appearance or failed to keep herself wellinformed anil fitted for usefulness.
The father of Mrs. Hopkins was educateil for a
physician, but his health failing, he embarked in
mercantile pursuits, fin ally becoming a farmer in
Rhode Island, his native State. He and his wife
were born of old New England families, their
mothers being second cousins and of Irish extraction; one of them married Mr. Mowry, a Frenchman, and the other 1\ir. Wilder, an English physIcmn. The Mowry family held the faith of the
Quakers. Mrs. Hopkins was the eldest of six children.
After their marriage, onr subject and his wife
li\'Cd upon a farm in Rllode Island until1856, when
they became residen1s of Yellow Springs, Ohio,
where they have since remained . Their object in
coming here was to to give their sons good educational advantages, as they owned a scholarship in
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Antio"h College. Mr. Hopkins became a merchant,
but after two years spent in trade abandoned it
and took up the fruit tree bnsincss, which he carried on for a dozen years, after which he retired
fi'Om active business life. H e did not, however ,
abandon the fields of usefulness which were open
to him in other directions, but is still active in
municipal affairs, and particularly in those pcrtnining to the cause of education.
Mr. Hopkins helped to organize the schools of
Yellow Springs into the graded system. serving on
the School Board for sixteen years and being Snpcrintcndent of Schools for a time. He was President of the Board when the Union Schoolhousewas erected. Eight years ago he was chosen on the
Educational Board of Antioch College, which is a
life appointment.. He is also a member of the
Executive Board of that institution, and bas been
chosen Treasurer, now serving in that capacity.
He is a member of the City Council of Yellow
Springs, in which he has served for tweuty-four
years, and some t,hirty-three years nince he occupied the Mayot·'s Chair. He represents the
Council in the Building Committee of the new
Town Hall, said committee having been appointed
by the Joint Board, which consists of the City
Council and the Township Trustees. He has also
servecl as Trustee in .Miami Township, by appointment, and at one time was Justice of the Peace in ·
Rho<le Island . In politics he has always been interested, as all goocl cititizens sl10nld be, and his
sympathy and support has ever been with the Republican party. Both be and his wife belong to
the Christian Church, of which he is a Trustee.
Both have tal;en an active interest in the Sundayschool department, Mr. Hopkins having been Superintendent ancl llirs. Hopkins having been · a
Sunclay-school teacher, both in Rhode Islnnrl and
here, during a period of over twelve years.
The family of Mr. and Mrs. Hopkins comprises
three sons, fine men, in whose character and
lives their pnrents can tal;e a just pride. Wilson
A., who was born in 1844, is a wholesale grocer at
G~eenville, Darke County; he married l\liss Aliec
Dawson, and their family consists of two children.
Elmer B., born in 1845, lives in Yellow Springs,
owning a wholesale grocery store in Springfield;

IJiS family comprises a wife, form erly Miss Angie
McCoy, and. three children. A. F., wlw was born
in 1846, is still single, making bis hom e with his
parents and followin g the occupation of a commercial salesman. The three sons were students at
Antioch College when the Civil Wnr broke out
and <liminished the attendance at the institution,
ronny of whose students took up arms in defence
of the Union. The Hopkins boys enlisted in the
On e Hunclt-ecl a11d Fifty_-fomth Ohio Infantry, ancl
after serving their time, again enlisted in another
regiment and each servecl until the close of the
war. Elmer was Orderly Sergeant and 'Vilson was
secretary of the company. All are now identified
with the Grund Army of tho Republic.

--~--
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iiRISTIAN NEFF. This gentleman is one
of the oldest pioneers of Tremont City,
Clark County, in the near vicinage of which
his home farm is located. He is the owner of one
hundred and fifty-eight and one-half acres of valuable lancl, eighty-nine being comprised in the home
farm. He is a self-made man as to his financinl
standing, and largely self-educated, us his school
privileges were so1newhat meager. He and his
estimable wife are now enjoying the fruits of
lives spent in well doing, having the confidence
and esteem of theit· fellow-citizens, by wl10m they
are classecl among the representative pioneers of
the county. Mr. Neff was l.Jorn in the ~henanclonh
Vall~y, Vo., being the youngest of seven children
in the parental family, ancl the only one surviving
except his sister Susan, widow of Charles Brausletter , wLose home is in Missouri.
In IR82 Abraham and Barbara (Weaver) Neff
emigratccl to Ohio, trnveling the entire distance
from tltc Shenandoah Valley to Clark County in
a covered wagon drawn by fonr horses. They
brought with them two sons and five daughters,
and theit· son-in-law, Samuel Ryman, also accompaJJied them with a two-horse team ancl wagon.
They were about nineteen clays . en route, halts
heillg generally made whP-re night overtook them,
and the wayside camp being their abidmg place.
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Mr. Neff scLtleil in German Township, the fil·st
home of the family being a log house, which
sllclteren them for several years. The residence
in which our subject now lives was then .e rected,
and was the home of Abmham Neff until his death,
which took plare many years ago. He was one of
the earliest pioneers of the township, and his
name will long be remrmberen as that <•f one who
aided in the development of this prosperous region.
His political anherence was given to the Democratic party.
The natal day of Christian Neff was February
28, 1816, and he was sixteen years of age when he
accompanier] his pfircnts to this Stnte. He shared
in the pioneer labors in which his father engaged,
an<! from his early youth has been engaged in
farming. The early subscription schools of Virginia and Ohio were those in which he obtained
his instruction, ann the surrounnings nmirl which
he grew to manhood strengthenen and developed
the sterling traits of his character. In the efforts
to elevate society and an vance the welfare of t.he
county, he has manifested the interest becoming a
public-spirited citizen. !lis political adherence is
given to the Democratic party. He and his wife
belong to the Reformed Church, and she is a member of the Home Missionary Society of that denomination. Both are highly respected mem hers
of society.
The first marriage of Mr. Neff was celebrated in
1842, his bride being Miss C~ristiana Carn, sister
of Adam Cam, of German Township, which union
resulted in the birth of two chilrlren-Adam, whose
home is in Springfield, ann Elizabeth, wife of John
Becker, of German Township. The second marriage of Mr. Neff took place in 1863, when he was
united with Mrs. Sarah Flickinger, of this county.
The present Mrs. Neff was born in German Township, November 18, 1821, being a rlaughtct· of
David andl\Jargaret (Venus) M:aggert. She was
carcfu lly renrerl hy her worthy pnrents, and after
rmehi11g maturity marrien Reuben Flickinger, the
marriage rites being cclebmted November 4, 1842.
Mr. Flickinger died April 20, 1861, after having
secured the high esteem of 11ll who knew him. He
wa$ a native of Pennsylvania. He was the father
of two chilclren·-John, who is now in Tremont

City, anrl 1\Iargaret E., rleccnsed. After having
remainerl a widow some two years, ~Irs . Flickinger
united her life nnd fortune with our subject, with
whom she has since li vcd happily.
The parents of the present Mrs. Neff were born
in ~he Old Dominion, and some time after their
marriage remover\ to Ohio, this being quite early
in the present century. Mr. l'rlaggcrt settled in
German Township, whose forests were _yet the
haunt of wild animals and still more savage red men
Like nil pioneers he endured various hard~hips, in
all •)f which his good wife shared. He passed from
time to eternity in 1846, his wife dying in 1840.

I

R\\RINTON BAKER. Among the men known

J. ~\ throughout the county as old settlers, few,

l~Jii

if nny, now living, can claim a longer resideuce here than Major Baker, of Xenia. He
came to the county in 1812 and has therefore been
a citizen of it seventy-eight years. For si:.;ty-one
years he has o·wncd a sandlecy shop, which is still
conducted by the family, the present firm name
being n. Raker & Son. Maj. Baker has held some
official positions ann only his dislike of public responsibilities prevented his more extended public
life. Honorable in his husiness relatiol).s, genial in
his social life, kindly in his home, and upright in
his eharacter, he has enjoyed the esteem of his fellow- men and is look en upon as an honor to the city
in which he has so long resided.
1\Iaj. Baker was born in Chester County, Pa.,
July 5, 1807, his father having been a native of the
same county. Thomas Baker married Sarah Woodward, and some years after their tl)arriagc they
removed to this State. Driving to Brownsville,
Pa., they took a flatboat to Cincinnati, coming
hence .by team, arriving in March, 1812. Buying a
tract of land in what is now Clark and Greene
Counties, 1\Ir. Raker continuen his former occu ..
pat ion of tilling the soil; he also built a snwmill a
mile west of the falls of the Little III iami, that w>IS
one of the first erecten iu Greene County. He
s~wed the lumber fot• his dwelling ann for the first
schoolhouse that was built in the neighborhood.
~
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He was :~ctively interested in school work and in
the efforts of the settlers to have good ndvantages
for their children. He was one of the large landowners of the section and a prominent man of the
period. For quite a long time he served as Township Trustee. His death took place iu 1817, when
he was sixty-two years old, nncl his widow survived
until1820. The parental family comprised nine sons
and three daughters, all nutivt\8 of the Keystone
State. George, Joshua, Nay! , Thomas, William
and Richard are now dead; as also arc Lydia, wife
of Thomas Suplee; Rachel , wife of Samuel Jones;
nod Phrehe, who married Simon Kenton.
The subject of this sketch was nttcnding ec!Jool
in Xenia. at the time. of his father's deat!J but continuecl his studies t!Jere but u short tillle afterwnrd.
He then staid on the farm with his mother and
lJrotlters until he was eighteen years ol<l, when he
came back to the city and apprenticed himself to
Samuel Gano to learn the trade of a harness-mal<er.
His apprenticeship lasted until he was twenty-one
years old, and he remained in the emploY. of his
former master a short time afterward. He tl-len
bought out a saddlery shop and embarking in that
business, has followed it from that clay.
For mauy years Maj. Baker was a member of the
City Council, !Jut he declined all other city offic~s.
He held the offices of County Treasurer and Township Treasurer; and was Director of ~be Infirmary
fot· fifteen years, or until his resignation. In politics be was first a Wllig an<l then a Republican, the
whole family standing lJy that party. He belongs
to Xenia Lodge No. 52, R. A.M., in which he was
initiate<l in 1854;and to the O<ld Fellows fraternity ,
which he joined in 1845. He is a birthright Quaker, but having married outside of the fold, is uot
looked upon as a true Friend.
A well-constructed brick residence of tasteful design, situated at N u. 35, Detroit Street, is the home
of Mr. Baker and his estimable wife, to whom he
was unite<l October 4, 1831. Mrs. Baket· was in her
girlhood, Miss Eliza Hivling. She was born in
Washington County, Md., October 3, 1806, her
parents also having been na.tives · of the same
State. ,John Hivling aud his wife, Sarah Ankeney,
came to Xenia when their daughter, of whom we
speak, WIIS a child of two years, settling on what
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is now Tre!Jcin's Mills. The father lJouglot ancl
operated the mills there and during the War of
1812 also ltept a tavern on the corner of l\Iain and
Detroit Streets. He afterward bought a large tract .
of land, removed into the city, into the corporate
limits of which the farm extended, and d~votecl
himself to agricultural pursuits. He had sold goods
for many-years and was qtlite a prominent pioneer
oncl one of the early sheriffs of the county. His
demise occurred in Xenia, NC>vember 5, 1860.
Mrs. Baker spent her g irhood in the city that has
heen the 10ccne of her long and happy marric<llifc,
her housekeeping having been begun the December
after her marriage, on the ground that is now
occupied by her pleasant dwelling.
Although Maj. an<l Mrs. Baker are parents of six
chil<;lren, but one is left to gladden their hearts by
his presence and manly worth. That dread scourge,
sc:u·let fever, removed from them Sarah, John A .,
Joshua, Eliza Jane, and an infant. Abram H., after
completing his educa\ion, lcamed the trade and details of his fat!Jer's business, and fm· some time has
lJcen a member of the firm and interested in the
oontinuation of the work which his father carried
on alone so ma.ny years. He married Miss Sallie
l.lliller, a worthy young woman who has borne him
three children-:'llary E., Anl<eney and Rachel.
The title of l\lajor, by which our subject is familiarly known, is del"ivcd from llis connection with
the militia, in which he held that office.

ESTEl< ARNOLD. Some of the distinguishing traits in the character of l\1r. Arnold may lJe readily guessed from the
st!,ltcment of one of his fellow-citizens to tbe effect
that he llas scarcely nu enemy in the wol'ld. An
honorable business career in the city of Xenia has
wade him well known to a lnrge portion of the residents of Greene County. ln addition to his regular business as a dealer in boots and shoes, he is
also the junior partner in the well-known finn of
Walton & Arnold, who are quite extensively engaged in the manufacture of linseed oil. He has
had an experience of tuirty years in the milling

&
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lmsincss, and in addition to his other interests is
prominently connected with the famous Spring
Valley ham-curing estahlishment, which receives
orders from all parts of the country. It will thus
be seen that Mr. Arnold must naturally spend few
idle moments and that he bas been no unimportant
factor in promoting the business interests of Greene
County.
Mr. Arnold was born in Westfield, Mass., December 2, 1828, and is the son of William Arnold,
a native of New York State, who, departing from
the usual direction of emigration, went East instead
of West and, locating in Westfield, there met and
married Miss Clarissa Loomis. This lady was the
daughter of a Revolutionary soldier and the offspring of a fine old bmily. l:ioon after his marriage
William Arnold 1et out on horseback for Erie
County, Ohio, where he purchased one thousand
acres of Government land, intending to settle there
and establish a permanent home. The young wife,
however, was reluctant to go thus "out of t!Je
world," as it were, and Mr. Arnold finally settle<!
on a farm near Westfield, where all of his children were born and reared. When Lester, our
subject, was a lad of fifteen years, the family removed to Dayton, Ohio, where one of the sons,
William, han already established !Jimself. There
t!JC parents spent the remainder of their lives, t!Je
father prosecuting his t'arm lauors until his decease
in 1876. The mother survived her husband six
years, dying in I 882. Mr. Arnold was a member
in good stancling ~of ~he Methodist Episcopal Church
from his youth. The parental family consisted of
nine children: of tbes~ are William Arnold (deceased); Fmnklin E., of Xenia; Clarissa, Mrs.
Granger, also of this city; Lester, our subjec~; Julia
and Amelia (Mrs. Dalson), both of Miami City.
The subject of this notice wns a youth of six~een
years when his parents settled, in 1845, in Dayton.
They traveled by rail to Buffalo, thence by the lake
and canal to D.1yton. Lester soon 11fterward entercel upon his business career as a clerk in a
mercantile ~stal!lishment at Dayton, for the consideration of $10 per month and boarded himself.
On the 1st of January, 1850, we find him in Cincinnati, where be was engaged as a clerk unLill857.
Then in company with a Mr. Marvin, form<•l'ly of

===================

Westfield, Mass., be repaired to St. Anthony Falls,
~_linn., and, in the dead of wint.er, opened up a
new stock of good8.
This experiment proved a little too much for the
hc.-oism and courage of youn g Arnold and he, in
1858, was glad to return to the bounds of civilization. Going back to Cincinnati he pu':·chased a
stock of goods and established himself at No. 65,
Pearl Street. Soon afterward be associated bims<:lf
in partnership with his brother, W. I. Arnold, of
Dayton, ancl they carried on a successful business.
Later they admitted another partner into the firm.
which then bore the style of Lockwood, Arnold
& Co., :mel they dicl n general commission business
at the corner of Pearl and Walnut Streets until
1859. In the fall of that year the partners came
to this county and rented the Frost Distillery, at
Frost Stati01o, which they conducted until 1861,
when they purchased the entire property and operated Lmcler the firm name of W. & L. Arnold
with warehouses at Xenia. Our subject became
interested in milling ani! feeding of swine. They
thus operateil until 1867, doing a very heavy bnsil~css.
In the mean~ime they paid $1 per bushel
for cum, $3 for wheat, and upon one occ~sion they
paid as high as $3.10 for five thousand bushels of
wheat which they purchased from nue man.
In the meantime, in 1865, Mr. Arnold becoming
intereste<l in Xenia real estate, purcllased propet·ty
in the city. No~withstamling his extensive business interests he fouucl time to i!cvote to public and
political affairs, an<l after filling other positions of
trust and responsibility was, in I 875, elected by
tlle Republicans as Treasurer of Greene County,
and gave such good satisfaction that in 1877 be
was complimented with a re-election and serve<! in
that capacity until 1880. In 1881 he took an interest in the aforesaid mills again.
In 1888 be severed his connection with t!te mill,
:tntl in 1889 took an int.erest in in the Spring Valley bam-curing establishment ani! also became intercstei! in the boot and shoe business in Xenia.
He is a Director of tne First National Rank and in
all the enterprises tending to promote the genet·nl
welfare of the city is found in the front rank.
In 1864 Mr. Arnold purchased the fine home of
1\1 r. Drake on ~p.-ing Hill. The residence was
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<~riginally n seminary building, and under a process
of remodeling is now, with its surroundings, one of
the most elegant homes in Greene County. It
occupies a gentle eminence nml the groun<ls nrc
laid out tastefully, and in consonance with the rc·
fined tastes and ample means of its proprieto1'. By
a course of strict integrity Mr. Arnold has made
for himself an honorahle nnme in the business
world, while his natural genewsity and courteous
bearing to a] has gained the esteem and confidence
of his fellow-citizens in more than an orilinary degree. He has for many years been connected with
the Odd Fellows, being at present a ruem ber of
Magnolia Lodge in Cincinuati with which he enrolled bis name as early as 185 1 and in which he
has passed all the Chairs. II is religious views coincide with those of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, of whicll he is a prominent member in
Xenia.
Mr. Arnold was first married in Dayton in 1858,
to Miss Fidelia Gleason, of Ithaca, N. Y. This lady
was n daughter of a Revolutionary soldier and
there were horn to them no children. The second
wife of our subject was Linn, daughter of Jacqb
Herring, of Beaver. Creek Township, who died in
1874, leaving two sons-Harry L. and Frederick
W. The elder is now in the store with llis father
and the younger is engaged in the insurance busir: ess
in Xenia. The present wife of our subject was l\1iss
Pauline, daughter of John Croft, of Clark County,
where she was born in April, 1848.

OWETT BROS. The Howell Stock Farm
is rapidly attaining to prominence among
the agdcultural interests of Ohio. It is
finely located in Mad River Township,Clark
County, and is devoted to the breeding of full.
blooded Short-born cattle and l'ercberon horses. It
was purchasecl by I-Iowett Bros., in 1884, at $95 an
acre, and embraces two hundred and forty.sev eu
acres of some of the choicest farming Janel in South.
ern Ohio. Under the management of the present proprictol·s, valuable improvements have been effected,
including a commodious new barn and a windmill.
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Tiley nrc amply provid ed with all facilit ies for the
prosecution of their bus iness, and arc possessed of
the ~nergy and perseverance which is necessary to
success. At the hencl of their stables is the stallion, Eclipse, imported by Dunham, au<l of great
value. He is a fine black two-year-old, weighin!{
even at this early age seventeen hundred and
twenty pounds. They also have Galardin, a large
gray ten-year.old Percheron, weighing eighteen
hundred and ninety, and Brillette, a fine black
three -year-old mare, these likewise imported by
Dnnham. Besides this they have forty-two head
of g raded horses, and have probably more money
invested in this manner than any man in Mad River
Township. They are both natural st-ockmen, taking prid e in their calling, and determined to excel.
The father of the ahove-mcntionerl finn, was
Daniel 1-lowett, a native of Coleraine Township,
Lancaster County, Pa., in which county the pater- ·
nnl grandf<lther was :.!so a substantial fa rmer. Daniel Howdt abo ut 1838, leaving the Keyston e State,
emigrated to Ohio, l1rrnging with him his family,
anrl making the journey overland with a tea m and
wagon. He settled first in Beaver Township,
Greene C<•unty, where he resided several years,
th en rented the old Funderburgh Farm, in Bath
Township. Later he removed to the Sloan Farm,
in Montgomery County , also renting this. His
next removal was to the John Cox place in Bath
Township, wbcre he carried on farming, and dealt
quite extensively in horses. His death resulted
fr om tb e kick of a two. year-old colt, in the face
ancl eye, from which lockjaw ensuecl and causecl his
death ten days afterward. This was in 1856, and
he was forty-nine years old. He was a member of
tbe Luthcmn Church at Osborn.
Tbe mothet· of this family Lore the maiden
name of Ann Eliza Hastings. She was likewise
l>orn in Lancaster County, Pa., and was the daugh ·
ter of a well-to-do farmer, a native of Pennsylvania, who tl10re spent his entire life. After the
tlcnth of her husband, Mrs. Howett made her home
with her two sons of this sketch, until bet· rleath,
which occurred in 1883. She also died firm in the
hit h of the Lulllernn Church. The parental household comprises eight children, the eldest of whom ,
a daughter, Rachd, (Mrs. l\Jaxton) , died in Bath
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Township; l\laris l'. is senior member of the present
firm; John A. and Peter H. are farming in Bethel
Township; Mary makes her home with her brothers; Joseph R. is junior member of the firm; James
T. is farming in Bethel Township; Bertie, Mrs.
Snyder, is a resident of Springfield. John A. anrl
Peter H . served about four months each in tbe
army during the Ci ~ il W nr.
Maris P. Howett., senior partner of the firm of
Howett Bros., was born in Lancaster County, Pa.,
October 8, 1835, and was about three years old
when his parents came to Greene County, this State.
Among his first recollections are the big woods of
Beaver Creek Township, wherein wild animals hid
themselves, and near which the primitive residence
of the family was located. The p~rents were in
limited circumstances, aqd the boys were required
to make themselves useful as soon as large enough.
Their education was consequently extremely limited. Maris P. was only a little over twenty years
old at tbe time of his father's death , and he thereafter assumed the charge of the farm and the family, remaining at home !.hereafter for eight years.
He aseisted his mother in the training and erlucation of the younger children, remaining with them
until they were able to look out for themselves.
In 1864 they removeu to the Hamish farm near
Medway, Bethel Township, ant] remained there four
years. Their next removal was to the vicinity of
Carlisle, where they farm ed until 1873, and then
1\laris P . moved upon the Stephen Hagenbaugh
farm, in Bath Township, where be operated one
year. He then rented the Wilson farm, remaining
there until the marriage of his younger bt·other,
when be retunH"d to the Cox farm, remaining there
until 1884, when he formetl a partnership with ,J.
R, and they purchased tbe old Reuben ll:!iller pht(".P,
whereon they are now operating. He remains 11
b'lchelor, an<! votes the R_cpubliean ticket.
.Joseph R. Howett was born in Bath Township,
Greene County, Jnne 23 , 1845, and remained at
tbe farm and attended the district school until a
youth of eightPen years. Then in the fnll of 1863,
the Civil War being in progress, he enlisted in the
Eight Ohio Cnvalry, and served until the close,
participating in many important battles. He returned home in safety, an1l began farming on his

own hook. Thereafter he operated various farms
in Bath Township, and was uniformly successful.
His Christmas gift of 1878, was a wife and help.
-mate, he being mnrried, December 25, to Miss Clarissa Moulder. This lady was born in Bath Township,
in 1852, aud is the daughter of Michael Moulder, a
native of Germany. Mr. Moulder was one of the
early settlers of Bath Townsbi p, where he improved
a farm, and became well-to-do. His wife bore the
maiden name of Lydia Coke, and the parental
household consisted of eight children. Mr. Moulder
departed this life at his homestend in Bath Township; his wife is also deceased. Of this union there
hnv~ been born four children, viz: Harry, Grace,
Ralph, and Lloyd. Joseph R. is an active member of
the Reformed Church at Fairfield, in which he officiates as Dencon. Politically, he is a sounrl Republican . He is a great admirer of tbe principles
of Odd Fellowship, and belongs to the lodge at
Fairfield , and the Encampment at Osborn.

1

J. BAKEL~, the. popqjar Sheriff of Clark
County has Leen known to a large portion
of its people since his birth, which took
pluce in German Township, November 9,
1856. He at an early age became familiar with
til e duties of this oflice, of which his honored father,
Willinm Baker, had been tbe incumbent previously.
The latter was a native of Pennsylvania and one of
the early pioneers of German Township; he is now
in Springfield. The mother· bore the maiden na.me
of Huldah Baker.
Sheriff Baker wns given a good education, attcnuing first the schools of his native township and
completing his studies in Wittenberg College, Ohio.
He com menccd his business career as clerk in the
hardware store of Baker & Brown, with whom he
remained two years. He was next employed as
bookkeeper for a commission house two years, and
later was with the Expt·ess Companies of Springfield as an express messenger, his duties taking him
through Ohio, l'cl!nsylvania and New York State.
He was thus occupied eight years and then resigned
his position to accept that of Deputy Sheriff under
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James Foley. In the fall of 1888, after seven and
one-half years faithful service he was electe<l Sheriff
and discharged the duties of this office in a manner
so acceptable to the people that be was renominate<l
in 1890 for a term of two years.
Mr. Baker was _married November 14, 1888 to
l\liss Sarah V. Blackmer, of Springfield. Mrs.
Baker was hom in Erie Connty, Pa., Febmary
12, 1867, and is a daughtet· of Truman II. and
Jane Blackmer; the father is deceased, tue mother
is living in Springlield. Of tl!is union there
is one ~un, R:1lph B., who was born August
25, 1889. Sheriff Baker is prominent among the
orders and brotherhoods, being a. member of Clark
Lodge, No. 101 , F. & A.M.; Springfield Chapter,
No. 301; Knight Templars, No. 33; Scottish Right,
Thirty-second degree; Red Stnr Lodge, No. 305,
K. of P.; the Knights of Honor and the Benevolent and Protective Ordea· of Elks. He is an (·arncst supporter of Republican principles and an
ardent admirer of James G. Blaine.

RANK GRINNELL, a miller and farmer in
Miami Township, Greene County, is the
occupant o f one of the handsomest residences in the country round about, and the owner
of a valuable piece of real estate. The farm comprises three "llundred and thirty-ti ve acres in one
body, nearly all under cu ltivation and hearing the
improvements wliich are commonly effected by
men of enterprise and ambition. The dwelling
now occupied by the family was completed in the
fall of 1858 at a cost of about $10,000. Since
1862 Mr. Grinnell has also owned and operated t.he
mill property, displaying in the management of
-both it and his farm the shrewdness, energy an<l
pcrsevemnce which are characteristic of the nati vcs
of New l~ngland.
The Grinnell fami ly is of French ol'igin, the first
settlement of the family in Amel'ica being in the
neighborhood of New Bedford, Mass. The grandfather of our subject was Cornelius Grinnell, a
captain in the merchant marine service, who saile<l
from New York City principally. His family com-

l)J'ised seven sons and a daughter, named respectively, Cornelius, Jr., Joseph , Abram, Henry William, Silvia, Moses H. and James. Henry fitte<l out
the fi1·st Arctic expedition to search for Sir .John
Franldin; Moses ll. was the business manager of
the firm of Grinnell, Minturn & Co., ship owners;
Joseph was a mcm her of Congress from New Bedford, Mass.; he was present in tile House when John
Quincy Adams fe ll over, dead, and caught the famous statesman in his arms.
Cornelius Grinn~ll, Jr., was a man of great husinesA ability, who amassed a fortune pl'ior to his
death, which oecurred at the early age of forty
years. He entered the counting house of Post &
Grinnell as a boy and worked up a position in the
firm , hut after a time sold out and invested his
money in sperm oil an<l shipping, by means of
which he ma<le rapid accumulations. Although his
own deatb occurred at so early an age, be belonged
to a long-lived family, his father having lived to
the age of ninety-three yem·s, and his brother Joseph lived to be ninety-six years, three months and
twenty days old. In the maternal line, also, our
subject traces his ancestry to an old and honored
family. His mother was Eliza 1'., daugHer of Gilbert and Lydia (Morton) Russell. Of the ten children born to her five are now living. Ti.Je mat,,rnal
greut.grandfathcr of our subject was Joseph Russell, in whose honor the city of New Bedford was
namerl, as he bore the same name as the Duke of
Bedfot·d.
Frank Grinnell was the eighth child born to his
parents, his natal rlay being November 5, 18:!1. He
wus educate<l in New Bedfonl, Mass., undm· the
tuition of pl'ivute instructors until sent to boarding
school at South Kingston , R. I. After a time he
was transferred to a school at Cambridge, Muss.
l-Ie also attended an educational institution at Jamaica Plain and then at Northboro, where he was
under the instruction of the Rev. Joseph Allen , now
dec2ased. Upon reaching maturity he bought his
father's old country place known as the Potomska
l'lace, near New Bedford, and also engaged in oil
speculations for a time wit.h his brothers. In 1846
he took a companion in life and settled down on the
New Bedford farm, where he rcmainerl about eight
years. l-Ie then turned his footsteps westward and
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June !l, 1855, arrived at Yellow Springs, Ohio. The
old hotel was th en owned by llis uncle , Moses H.
G l'inncll, who still holds the title to mueh valuable lund, now in tllc north ern part of the city of
Yellow ~prings. Buyin g t he farm nud mill property whieh he yet owns, om subject began his residence in tlle BtlCkeyc State, wllere he lias si nce
remain ed , winning success by diligence and pmdence.
Tlle Judy wllo became the wife of our subject
and who throughout their married life lias manifested the <Jnalitics of noble ·womanllood, was formerly 1\Ii~s Marivn Gales Johnson, daughter of
Robert R. J ohnson , of Not-th Carolina. Sh e is a
neice of Will iam R.. Johnson , who has a very
prominent position among turf men, an<l o f Ga les
and Seaton of the old National Intelligence1·. The
Gales family was of English ancestry and the Seatot's of Scotch origin. Mr. and Mrs. Grinnell arc
tlle parents of nine children, nil living . Cornelius
H ., wllo rnun-ied Clara Snberton and is the fath er
of t.wo cllildren, is a stockman in Wyoming ; Altona 1-Ialstein became the wife of Bailey Willis, son
of N. 1:'. Willis, t!J e poet; tlleir horne is in Washington, D. C., illr. Willis being a mem ber of the
United States Geological Survey. Tlley have one
child. Robert J. married A<lda Sylvie Goe, who
has horne llim four children; they li vc on his father 's place and he is now Tmstec of Miami
Township. Fran], M. married Minnie H. Robison,
has one child, and also lives on his fat!Jer··s estate;
Gales M. married l\1illie Goo and lives with his
parents; Ern est A . is a widower; tlle next member
of the family is N ellie W. , who is unmarried and
at hom e; William L., whose home is in Portland,
Ore., married Ethel Galloway, and Morton R. is still
with his paren ts.
1\lr. Grinnell was originally a Wllig and later a
ltepublican. He has been active in political affairs
S<J far as to work diligently for a pure ballot.
lly
l>irthright he was a Quuker but has not retained
bis connection with that body; his wife is a member
of the Episcopal Church. Mr. Grinnell takes a great
pride in th e ancestral history of both lines of his
progenitors, justly feeling honored by their achievments an d reputation, wllile in his own person he
carries out tile principles that brought them

worldly success, and lives an llonest industrious
life. In tile features of the portrait of Mr . GJ·innell , whi ch we herewitll prese nt, may be discerned
some of tile lineaments belonging to an old and
wortlly race of people.

NDREW R. BULL. Among the honored
pioneers of G reene County may be properly
mentioned Mr. Bull, who owns ancl occnpics a comfortable hom estead, one hundred
and fifteen acres in extent an<l lying in Cedarville
Township, this county. He is the son of J ames
Bull who was born in Pennsylvania and reared in
Virginia, whence he came to this county wh"n a
young man. Not loug afterward he was married, in
1802, to Miss Anna Goudy. James was the son of
William Bull, a sol<lier of the Revolutionm·y War.
The family is of English origin. The father of our
subject served in the War of 1812. Afterward he
settled on land within a half mile of the present
home of Andrew R. wllcre the latter was born June
8, 1824. The preseut homestead of our subject is
a part of the original farm. Tlle first dwelling of
Jurn es Bull and his wife was a rude log cabin and
t lleir stable was also built pf logs. A large rattlesnake was killed at the spring near the house on
New Year's day. J ames Bull came to tuis county
i.:J nd vaucc of the family and secure!! about one
thousand acres of laud for himself and llis bt·others.
He was joined by the family a few years later.
After their marriage the parents of our suuject
lived in a little cabin in the dense forest and deer
would often come close to the !Jouse as if to inspect
it and find out what it meant, and they did not run
away when the mother would go to tlle door and
&bake her tablecloth. The father was a natural
mechanic and subsequently employed himself as a
carpenter, assisting in building the first jail in
X enia nnd later putting on a building in Xenia the
first shingle roof in that place. The nearest llourin g .mill was in the vicinity of Springfield, wheu
the trip involv ed a two days' journey and 1\'!r. Bull
would stop over night at the camp of a friendly
tribe of Indians near Clifton. In 1834 Mr. Bull
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harvested thirty acres of wheat with a sickle-a
long and terlious process and in which he was obliged to employ a number of men. Tlie custom
had been to fumish the ha11ds with whisky. Mr. Bull
felt that this was wrong and determined this year to
change the order of things anrl give no liquor to
his men. The consequence was 111r. Bull and his
sons had to cut their wheat alone. The next year
he managed to hire a few men who would consent
to work without the intoxicating beverage. He
was the first man to take that stand in this section.
About 1835 Mr. Bull ann Mr. Poge, :> minister
of the Presbyterian Church conducterl the first
temperance meeting in the county. Others joined
them in their good work and finally seven of them
went from Cedarville and Clifton to :Xenia, where
they tried to hire a room and hav~ \l lecture. The
Jitizens of Xenia would not allow them to hol<l
the meeting, stating that it would ruin their business, so they were obliged to abandon the project
for t hat titue. The next year, however, the same
party failing this time also to obtain a room, held
a meeting in a shed and thus was inaugurated the
tempemnce movement in this county.
To the parents of out· subject there was born a
family of eight children, viz: William, .John, Susannah, Margaret, Law, Scott, Amos and Andr~w
Rankin. They all lived to mature years an<l all
became members of the Associated or the Seccrlers Churcb. During the war our subject bdon,se<l
to the State Militia and assisted in driving John
Morgan from the soil of Ohio. He was married in
December, 1851, to Miss Elizabeth On, daughter
of John Orr who came from South Carolina iu
1832. Mrs. Bull's mother bore the maiden name
of .Janet McMillen. She was the daughter of
John McMillen, an early settler of Cedarville. The
paternal grandparents were John 2nd Rosanna Orr
w\10 were natives of Scotland and .further mention
<>f whom will be found in the sketc;b of Dr. Stewart
ou >lllother page in this ALBUM . Grandfather Orr
was a well-educated man an<l spent his last years
in Cedarville. John Orr, Jr. se1 ved as a soldier in
the War of 1812.
~lr. and Mt·s. Bull have lived on the place whi"h
they now occupy for the past thit'Ly-two years. 1t
lies two miles west of Cedarville on the Xenia Pike
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and makes a very attractive picture in the landscape of that region. There !Jave bc·en born to 111r.
an<! Mrs. Bull, eight children, only four of wuom
are living. Nettie became the wife of William
Lewis and <lied six mouths after !Jer mat;riage;
Addie remains with her parents; Eclward, n carpenter by trade, is married and living in Cerlarville; Mack is manied and is engaged in the merchantilc business in Cedarville; Laura dic<l when
five years old; Riley died at the age of two years;
the next child died when an infant unnamed: Clifford, the youngest, remains with his parents and
assists in the opemtions of the farm.
Mr. Bull, politically, is a sound Republican, and
a very strong tern perance ad vocate. He never
tasted a drop of liquor in his life and bas never
used tobac:co in any form. Both he and bis estimable wife are members in good standing of the
U nitecl Presbyterian Church of Cedarville.

J

ACOB C. KISSINGER. After n well-spent
life, industriously employed, and with the
I exercise of industry and economy, the sub~ ject of this notice !J gs retired from active
labor, and is spending his declining ye:trs quietly
amid the comforts of a beautiful home in the town
of Oshorn. He learned 'he trade of a carpenter
and joiner, eady in life !Jeeame a skilled workman,
operating as a contractor and builder, and during
his active years, was excelle<l by none in this industry. l\1any of the important buildings of Montgomery County, arc the work of his hands, and
stand as a monument to his skill and ingenuity.
A native of Spring Garden Township, York
County, Pa., Mr. Kissinger was bom July 1, 1829,
and received sucb education as was afforded by the
primitive schools conducted in a log schoolhouse,
with slab benches and tlesl<s, unrler a system of
instruction conducted on the subscription plan.
His education was mostly caniecl on during the winter se•lSOn, while in the summer he worked ns a farm
labot·er for different parties, and remained under
the borne roof until a youth of eighteen years.
Then, in 1848, he began his apprenticeship at the
J
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carpenter's tmrlc under Peter Smuck, with whom
he remaine<l two years, nnd for which he received
the munificent sum of $24. In the meantime he
worked three weeks on a farm in the summer, and
in this way ad<lcd somewllat to his cash account.
Upon completing Lis apprenticesh-ip, 1\fr. Kissinger followed his trade as a journeyman for three
years, tllen in 1853, began opemting as a contractor
am! builder, and remained in his native com1ty until
tlJC fall of that year. Coming thence to OLio, be
spent six weeks in Dayton , working at his trade,
and we next find him in Bethel Township, Clark
County, where be occupied llimself as a contractor
and builder until 1856. That ye<u·, returning to the
home farm, he followed agriculture for three years,
and at the expiration of this time resumed his trade
in Greene, l\lontgomery, and Miami Counties.
In 1872 , l\ir. Kissinger deciding upon a change
of occupation, abandoned his trade, and purchased
one hundred and thirty acres of land in Wayne
Township, Montgomery County, and c>ccupiecl himself as a tiller of the soil until 1886. He was successful in Lis labors, accumulating a competence,
a P.tl wisely decided to lay aside the active !ai.Jors of
life. He accordingly rented his farm, and removed
to Osborn, where he has three lots, and one of the
hamdsomest residences in the place. He was welcomed as a valued addition to the community, and
is !Jeld in respect I.Jy all who know him.
Mr. Kissinger, on the 2d of October, 1855, took
unto himself a wife and !Jelpmate, Miss Sarah Kline,
tile wedding I.Jeing celei.Jrated at the bride's home
in tile city of Springfield. Mrs. Kissinger, like her
husband, is a native of Pennsylvania, and born Decem her 28, I ~32, near Aurora, Lancaster County.
Her father, Samuel Kline, was liJ;ewise a native of
that county, and a mason by trade. He came to
Clark County in the fall of 1839, and taking up u
tract of land in Bethel Township, in the l\Iacl River
Valley, followed agriculture untilllis death, in August, 1881. 'l'h~ mother, wllo bore the maiden
name of Surah Ghetz, was a native of tile same
county as her husbund, and the dauglltcr of Peter
Ghctz, a well·to-clo Pennsylvania farmer. Sue
passed away many years prior to the death of llcr
husi.Janrl, dying in Juue, 1864. Both parents were
members of the l\Irnnonite Church. 'fltere was
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hom to them a family of fifteen children, eight of
whom grew to mature years: Samuel is a resident
of Osborn, this State; Elizabetll, l\irs. Smith, is a
widow, and also lives in Osborn; the next in order
of birth was Sarah, l\lrs. Kissinger; lliichael, an<!
l\Iartin are residents of Bethel Township; l\iury,
llirs. Metzger, lives in String Township; Ann, llfrs.
l\Ietz, died ncar Oshom, in 1890; Jucob lives in
Betlwl Township.
1\It·s. Kissinger was seven year~ old when her par·
ents emigmtcd from Pennsylvania to Ohio, and she
still remembers many incidents of tile trip, which
was made overland with a team, ocuupying tllree
weel<s' time. Tile family lived in a log cabin a
number of years, and l\iiss Sarall acquire<! her education in a schoolhouse of similar description, while
at home she was subjected to tbe C!lreful training
of an excellent mother. Her union with our subject has rewlte<l in tile birth of nine children, only
six of whom are living: Annie I.Jecarue tile wife of
C. Gmi.Jer, and <lied in February, 1888, at t-he age
of thirty years, leaving one child, a daughter, Ada;
Emma is the wife of Dr. C. Hel'l', a dental surgeon
of Osborn; Eliznbelll, Mrs .•John Bye!, lives on a
fnrm in Wayne Township, Montgomery County;
Samuel lived for a time in Montgomery County,
and then retumed to the old homestead, where he
now resides; Jacob is a resident of l'em·ia, Ill.;
:Sally, a very intelligent young lady, remains with
her 1mrcnts; Johnie, the youngest boy, is also at
home; Benjamin Franldin died aged sixteen months;
and Mary when a few days old. Mr. and 1\Irs. Kissinger nre mcmhers in good standing of the Reformed Mennonit& Church.
The father of our sui.Jject, William Kissinger,
a native of York, Ptt., was born January 1, 1805,
and was the son of Conrad Kissinger, who was nlso
born in that city. Tile latter followed the trade of
a carpenter in his earlier years, tllen became intet· ·
ested in I.Jrickmaking, and operated a large yard.
He served as a militiaman in the War of 1812. He
spent his last years in Pennsylvania, dying wllen
quite aged, in 1844. The paternal great-grandfather of our subject, came from Switzerland,and settled first on the Schuylkill River, in Pennsylvania,
whence later he removed to York County, where
be proi.Jably spent the closing years of his life.
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William Kissinger, likC\ his father before him, followed brickrnaking in his native town, and then
operated a distillery. Iie was successful as a financier, and finally retired from active labor, and removed to Lancaster County, Pa. l-Ie diecl in 1889
at the advanced age of eighty-three years. He belonged to the Lutheran Church. The mother bore
the maiden name of Rosanna Swartz. She was born
in York County, l'a. , anrl spent her early years
with a family named Icenberger, as her father died
when she was quite young. She died at York in
1881. She likewise was a member of the Lutheran
Chnrch . Fifteen children were born to the parents, tne following of whom lived to mature years,
and are recorded as follows, viz: Jacob C., onr
subject, is the eldest child living; William continues to resictc in Lancaster County, Pa.; Benjamin
operates an extensive bri ckyard in York, Pa.; John
is farming in Hamilton County, Mo.; Conrad is a
blacksmith by trade, and living near Hebron, this
State; Philip also follows bl'ickmaldng in York, Pa. ;
Maria, Mrs. Slusser, is a rfsictcnt of California;
Barbara, Mrs. Andrews, lives in Washington, D. C.;
Elizabeth, Mrs. Slonneger, is in York, Pa.; Rebecca,
Mrs. Van Ostrum, is in Mechanicsburg, this State;
Annie is in York, Pa. William and John Kissinger
served during the late Civil War in a P ennsylvania
regiment from 1862 until the close. Conrad servect
from 1861 until the close, and three bi'Otbers-inlaw, also a•sisted in the preservation of the Union .
One of them, Mr. Andrews, was confined fot· a
time in Andersonville prison.

AVID TURNER. Many of the most substantial residents of Greene County are
sons anct daughters of its earliest pioneers
and still maintain their resictence at the
old homestead built up from the wilderness by their
honored sires. Among these may be numbered
Mr. Turner and his estimable wife who are Jocntect
at a finely-developect farm, ouce tbe property of
Mrg. Turner's father and located eight miles southeast of the city of Xenia. Tbis embraces one hun-

drerl and thirteen acres of land, embellished with
good buildings aml supplied with all th e machinery
required for the s uccessful prosecution of agriculture. The fertil e fields yield the richest products
of the Buckeye State. The farm lies on Cresar's
Creek, in the north ern part of the township of thnt
name and , it is hardly necessary to state, possesses
more than a moneyect value to the present proprietor and his wife.
Mr. Turner was born in this township February
20, 1843. His father, .Tonnh Turner, likewise a
native of the same township, was born in 1807, and
his mother , who bore the maiden name of 1\fary
Benson, was born in 1804 in the same township.
The parents <lied in November, 1865, within eleven
days of each other. Their family consisted of
eleven children, eight of whom were reared to mature years. Mercer B. diect in Elk County, Kan . ;
Henry N. is in Xenia; Absalom served in an Illinois regiment during the late Civil War and is now
a resident of Edgar County, that :State; Joseph
servect in the One Hundred and Twenty-thirct Illinois Infantry, and is now a resilient of Champaign
County, near Sidell; Colby, also a Union solilier,
enlisting in an Ilhnois regiment, met his death at
the battle of Ft. Donelson ; David, om subject,
was the next in order of birth; Sally A. marriect
Samuel Minge, an~ is now a widow, living in
Franklin, Warren County, this State; Jonah is a
resident of ~:dgar County, Ill.
Jonah Turner maintained his resirlence on Cres:H's
Creek for the long period of fifty years and then
removerl to Coles County , Ill., where his death
took place. He was a Baptist in re~igion , was first
a Whig, politically, then a Republican and a strong
Union man during the war. The pnternal grandfnt.her of out· subject was Joseph Turner, a native
of North Carolina, who married Miss Dinah Small.
They settled on Crcsar's Creek, fi vc miles southeast of Xenia, where Grnndfnther Turner entered
one hundred acres of land from the Government,
from which he built up a good homesteact and
where he spent the remaindet· of his days; he pnsscrl
away about 1849. His wife survived him anumber of years, her death taking place a short time
prior to the outbt·eak of the Civil War. Gmndfather Turner in religious beli ef was a Quaker. To
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him and his good wife there were born on the old
farm four sons and five daughters. Their eldest
son, Robert, was born before they settled thete
and is sLill living in Clarksville, Clinton County,
Ohio, being now ninety-four years old.
Grandfather Turner was the son of John Turner,
nn Englishm&n who was born near the city of
Liverpool an<i who came to America as a Captain
in the Bl"itish Army. When peace was declared
he settled in North Carolina where he probably
spent the remainder of his days. On the maternal
side of the house the grandparents of onr subject
were Mercer and Katie (Kains) Beason. They
cnme from the vicinity of Uniontown, Pn. Grandfather Beason was originally from Kentucky and a
l{anger, participating in the Indian War during
1790. He came to Ohio between 1800 and 1803
and settled on Cresar's Creek, wberc he and his
estimable wife spent the remainder of their lives,
living to be quite aged. They had two sons, Henry
and John, and several daughters.
Mt". Turner remained on the farm in his native
county until twelve years old, then went to Illinois
and li ve<l with his parents eleven years. In Febrnnry, 18GG, be returned to Ohio and until the following year was a resident of ·warren County. After
his marriage in the fall of 1871, he removed to
LaFayette Connty, Mo., where he spent a year,
then returned to his native haunts. In 1881, he
purehased a farm in Grant County, Wis., upon
which he lived two years. Once more be came
back to the home of his childhood and took up his
abode on the homestead which he now owns and
occupies.
The marriage of David Turner with 1\liss Sarah
J. Middleton was celebrated at the .. bride's home
October 2, 1870. Mrs. Turner was horn July
11 , 1842, at the farm where she now lives,
ar.cl is the nau ghter of Thomas and Sarah
(Hartsook) Middleton, who were nativrs respect.
ively of Virginia and l\laryland. Mr. Middle.
ton was hom in Berkeley County , May 7, 1802,
while his wife, Sarah, was born near Hagerstown,
January 6, 1801. They emigrated to this county
in 1827 and located on the land comprising the
present homestead of Mr. Turner, and which Mr.
Middleton cleared from the forest and brought to

a good state of cultivation. He was a man prominent in his community and in politics a stanch ·
Democrat. He served as Township Treasurer and
was a devout membct· of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. To him nnd his good wife there was born
a family of six children, viz.: Elizabeth A., William H., n resident of Wisconsin; Nathan J ., of
Kansas City; Elijah B., of Nevada City, Mo.;
Lewis, Sarah J ., Mrs. Turner.
The paternal grandfather of Mrs. Turner was
·Bethucl Middleton, who spent his last years m
Ohio. The five children bom to our subject and
his estimable wife were named respectively, Sylvia
llf., .Sally E., who rlied at the age of three years,
Dora F., Colby M. , and Nellie J. Mr. and Mrs.
Turner are prominently connected with the Metho .
dist Protestant Church.

RTHUR D. HOSTERMAN, head of the
firm of A. D. Hostet·man & Co., proprietors of the Springfield Republic-Times, the
Springfield Weekly Repttblic and the Luth ..
e.·an Evcwgelist, is a journalist of wide experience
although so young a man, and occupies a high
place in the editorial profession as represented in
Ohio. lie was born in the town of Shippeosville,
Clarion County, l'a., April12, 1860, a son of David
R. and Harriet Hosterman. When he was about a
ycnr old his parents removed to Springfield, so that
mucb of his life has been passed in this city. Early
displaying au aptitude for study, he laid the foundation of a liberal education m the city schools,
and afterwarrls became a student in Wittenber"
College, from which he was graduated with hono~
in the class of 1881. Previous to entering college
he had womed in a printing office, and during his
summer vacations while a student at Wittenberg
he was connected with the reportorial staff of the
Daily R epublic, and during his last year in college
he was city editor of the Weekly Tmnscript. After
gmduaiion he retained his editorship six months,
and was induced to take a position in the office of
Farm and Fireside fiS compiler and editor of a series
of books published by that firm. In the fall of
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============··------ ----· 1882 he threw up that situation, as be desired to
see something more of the world, and visiting California he engaget!_with the firm of Dewey & Co., as
Editor of the Fraternal Reco1'£l, The Ladies' Home
Journal, and the Pacific States Watchmat~. A year
later he went to Ranta Barbara as Editor of the
Daily and Weekly P?·ess, and at the end of six
months he established the Daily Independent in that
city, a paper which is still published there. Aftet·
placing it on a solid, paying basis, he sold it, and
late in 1883 retraced his steps Eastward as far as
Emporia, Kan., and there he became city editor of
the Daily Republican. A year later be went to
Sioux . City and joined the Sioux City Printing
Company, which issued patent inside papers, and
rlealt in printer's supplies. In January, 1888, our
subject ventured into a similar enterprise on his
own account in Lincoln, Neb., whet·e he established
a rival institution, known as the Lincoln Newspaper
Union. Four months later he sold that business at
quite an advance, and returning to Springfield with
the proceecls of the sale in his pocket he bought
the Daily ancl Weekly Springfield Republic and the
Champion City Times, anct consolidated the two
papers and bas been business manager of the company that he then formed e.,er sineo, and besicles
superintends the publication of the Lutheran
E-vangelist. His excellent and methodical business
habits, his education, keen powers of observation,
and sound judgment in regard to men and to gffairs
in general peculiady qualify him for the position
he occupies.
Mr. Ho~terman has established a pleasant home
in our miclst, and to the lady who makes it a center
of comfort and attraction to his numerous friencls,
he was united i.n maniage May 6, 1884. Her
maiden name was Lizzie H. Geiger, and she is a
native of this city, ancl a llaughter of Prof. H. R.
and Nancy Geiger, of whom see sketch on another
page of this volume. Two children complete their
household, Helen ancl Hazel.
A young man of more than ordinm·y intelleotual
vigor, tact and practical ability, our subject brings
a strong, well-trained mind to his work, and his
papers arc among the best of their ldnd publishe<l
in tbis part of the State. As a man in his position
should with his means for influencing the public
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mind, Mt·. Hosterman takes nn arclent interest in
politics, ancl is "leader in the ranks of the Republican party as an active mem her of the Repn hlican
Central Committee. He is an important factor in
religious and social circles, he ancl his wife being
prominent members of the Fit·st English Lutheran
Church, in which they do good work, and he is one
of the Board of Directors of the Young Men's
Christian Association; he is iclcntific'l with the
college society Phi Kappa Psi, and with the Benevolent Protective Order of Elks .

OSEPH B. CUMMINGS. The farming community of Cresar's Creek Township, Greene
Count.v,rccognizes in Mr.Cummings a man of
great industry, who by his diligence and
perseverance has become well-to-do. Like many of
the most solid re"idents of this county, he maintains
his residence at the place of his birth, which occurrc<l May 31, 1841. The roof whi ch sheltered
bim during the days of his boyhood and youth
still rnmains over his head , and it is hardly necnssary
to say that the old homesteacl possesses for him a
far more than moneyed value.
The parenta of our subject were Thomas ll. an'l
:Mary (Boots) Cummings, who were natives of
Pennsylvanifl ancl Ohio and early pioneers of this
county. The father WruJ a farmer by occnpation
and be is still living in this township. Their family
consisted of eight children.
Mr. Cummings remained a member of the parental householcl until the outbt·eak of the Civil
War, an<t then, when a little over twenty years old,
enlisted as a Union sol<lier September 22, 1861, in
Company E, First Ohio Infantt·y. He went with
his regiment to the front and participated in some
of the most important baitlcs of the war, being at
Shiloh, Stone River, Perryville and Chickamauga
at the outset. At the last mentioned place he was
shot through the left lung and still carries the hall.
He also received a wound in his right hancl . He
was confined in the hospital at Ch,ttanooga until
October 15, 1863, when he was brought home by
his father and aftet· goon home nursing for a month,
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returned to Camp Denison, his furlough having
ex pi red !\larch 24, 1864. He was tllen transferred
to the invali<l corps nt Washington, D. C., anrllater
was in the Veteran Reserve Corps, in which he was
promoted to be First Sergeant. Later he was sent to
Lockport, N. Y., to assist in guarding substitutes.
At the cxpirntion of his term of enlistment, he received his honomble discharge.
Returning now to his native tcwnship Mr. Cummings engaged in farming. He was married February 14, 1865, to Miss Ann llumston. This lady
was born Jan nary 16, Ul44, in Clinton County, :md
is the daughter of Strother G. and Elizabeth (Ford)
Humston. There have been born of tnis union
three children,namely: 1\Iay, Jna,tl!e wife of Thomas
0. Mason of Canton, Mo., and Thomas E. Mr.
Cummings is the owner of one 1mnclred and seventy
acres of good land, in the cultivation of which he
avails himself of modern machinery and realizes
therefrom a handsome income. He has serv-ed as
Township Clerk four yc:u-s and in the spring of
1880 was elected Justice of the Peace, serving two
rerms. In the spring of 188(), he was elected to a
third term. In the fall of the same year he w"s
elected Real Estate Appraiser.

~DAM

R. BICICI<~TT , one of the lead ing
men of Xenia, is the eldest son of William
R. Bickett, a pioneer of Greene County,
and a man highly respected during his
life for his sterling worth, by all with whom he
cnme in contnct. The father of our subject wns
born in Sone Valley, Pa., abont the year 1798,
and emigm.tcd to Greene County, Ohio, during the
early years of its settlement. He was accompanied
by his mother, who was " widow. Their first
home was on new lnn<l in the unbroken wilderness.
After clearing suUlcient space in which to erect the
humble log cal,in that was their temporary home,
he set to work felling the trees and planting ncrop
to furnish them with provisions. His arduous
toil was crowned with success, tmd he had the
satisfaction of seei ng what was once a rlense forest,
inbabilctl only by Indians aud wild animals . con .

vcrtcd iuto a comfortable and prosperous farm,
well fitted for the abode of civilized man. He was
married to Miss Isabel Alexander in 1827, and resided on the farm that he had been instrumentnl in
clearing during the rest of his life. In politics, he
was a Whig, but hac! no craving for political preferment, bei~g too busy ;,.ith his private affairs to
burden himself with public duties. During life he
was a devotee! member of the United Presbyterian
Church, and clie<l in that communion in fnll hope
of a glorious life beyond.
The subject of this notice was reared on bis
father 's fa1·m, and attended school for three months
dnring each year, spending the rest of the time in
the various pursuits incidental to a life in the
woods. Notwithstanding the short terms of school,
our subject received a good practical education
and improved his chances to the utmost. Being
the eldest of the family, the hurdeu of farm wol'lc
fell early on his shoulders, and he became an adept
in the mysteries of agricultural methods.
In 1867 our subject and Miss Agnes Wright,
of Xenia Township, were united in marriage. The
union resulted in the birth of three children,
named respectively: Clinton W., Mary B.; and
Lyclia C., who died in 1889 at the age of seventeen
years. l\1 rs. Agnes Bickett was a daughter of
John B. Wright, who still lives in Xenia Township. She died in May, 1879, deeply lamented by
her sorrowing family and a large circle of friends
and ac<junintan'Ces.
.January 18, 1882, our subject was again married, taking for his wife Miss Ruth A. Kyle, a
daughter of Joseph Kyle, of Cedarville Township,
of which he was a very old settler and a highlyrespected citizen. Mrs. Bickett is well worthy of
the uni versa! respect in which she is held by all
who have the privilege of knowing her. 1\Ir. Biek.
ett bought his farm of nearly two hundred acres of
land before his first marriage, and bas improved it
himself. He has now one of the best places in the
township, all well fenced :mel under superior culti vution. He erected one of the largest, most
convenient and handsomest houses in the township in the year 1885, and lives in it with his devoted family. Although our subject does not seek
office, yet he has been persuaded to serve his neigh-
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hors as Supervisor, and gave excellent satisfaction,
and he has also held the office of School Direct-Jr. In
all walks of life he has made friends, and enjoys
the respect a nd esteem of all who know him. He is a
consistent member of the United Presbyterian
Church, and his outward life gives ample evidence
of the depth of his religious con Yictions. The
Bickett name is honored and loved by all in Xenia,
and elsewhere where known.

-----~-----

e

LARK T. JOHNSON. This name for many
years was a familiar s<mnd to the older residents of Jamestown and vicinity, among
whose people Mr. Johnson moved in a nd out for
nearly a lifetime. .Afte1· an honorable and useful
cnreer he wo.~ gathered to his fathers April 22, 1888 ,
when nearly seventy-seven years old. He was born
in Highland County, this State, January 4,1811, and
was the son of .James L. and Susannah (Moorman)
Johnson, who were bon) and reared in Campbell
County, Va. Both were the representatives of fine
olrl families of English extractiOJl nnd honorable
antecedents.
The Johnson family was an offshoot of one to
which the famous Ben. Johnson belonged. After
their maniage the parents of our subject settled on
a farm in their native county, where they lived a
few years and then in the early part of the present
century came to Ohio a nd began life as pioneers
among the wilds of Highland County. They l.Juilt
up a comfortable home from the wilderness, but
about 1820 left the farm and removed to Xenia.
Later, nfter becoming old people, they were talien
into the hoille of Clark T ., our subject, anrl died at
his residence in Jefferson Township, Greene Conn ty,
when ripe in years. They were people greatly respected wherever they had li vcd and nearly all
their lives were consistent mP.m hers of tbe Church
of Christ (Disciples).
The subject of this notice was the oidest son and
second child of his parents who reared a large
family of sons anJ daughters. He was a lad of five
years when his parents settled in Highland County,
this State, and removed with them to Xenia where
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he attended the city schools a11!l developed into
manhood. When nearly thirty-three years of age
he was married , near Bowersville, to Miss Sarah
Vanniman, whose parents were from New Jersey
and in early life settled upon a large tract of new
land in .Jefferson Township where they lived until
death overtook them.
Miss Sarah Vanniman obtained the l.Jest erlucntion
possible at that time and h1 that place. Sue departed this life nt her home in Jamestown in 187/i.
Sue was a lady of unassuming manners and a consistent member of the Church of Christ. Of this
union there were bom three children of whom
Miss Carrie Johnson is the only survivor, who
with the present Mrs. Johnson, lives in Jamestown,
and is a young woman of more than ordinary intelligence, and a member of the same church to
which her mother belonged.
The subject of this notice followed farming
nearly nil his life and dUI'ing the last years of his
active labor was largely intnresterl in stock-raising.
He was successful in the accnmulation of this
world's goods and after his removal to Jamestown
was largely instrnmental in the organizntion of tbe
People's Bank in 1886 and ' of which he was a rlirector and large stockholder. Prior to this he harf
been connected with the Farmers' & Traders' Bank
nineteen yea1·s nnd was one of its main stays . Later
there seemed to arise the necessity for n new l.Jank
anrl Mr . •Johnson was lo9ked to as one in who m the
people ba<l abundant confidence to establish it. He
proved himself worthy in all respects of the trust
which had hecn placed in him.
Politically, Mr. Johnson was a sounrl Republican .
During the administration of P1·esirlent Lincoln l:e
was a Revenue Assessor, discharging the :luties of
the offke with great credit to himself and satisf:w.
tion to oil concerned, notwithstanding the .. nut .
t.ernut" element sought to annoy him in every way
pvssiblc and to loosen his hold upon the conlidenl!e
of the people. He also server] as Justice of the
Peace and Assessor of Jefferson Township. lie
was a man loyal to all good principles, to his country and his church, and his rleath was not only
deeply mourned by his family and hi s fri ends, but
the entire community.
After the death of his first wife Mr. Johnson
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was married J anuary 2, 1879, in South Charlest'?n,
Clark County, to Miss Rebecca Ho<l ges. This
lady was born in Jamestown, in 1832, to Nathaniel
and Malinda (Campbell) Horlges, who were natives
retipectiv ely of Norfolk County,Va., and Maysv ille,
Ky . On both sirles of the house she sprang from
n oted families. Mr. Hodges was of English an ccst•·y aucl the son of Mathias H odges, likewise a
native of Virginia, but whose parents were born in
Englanrl. The latter em igrated to America at an
early dny, settling in Virginia where Mathi as was
rl'ared to manhood and became owner of a large
plantation in Norfol k Cou nty , this being worked
by slaves. He became a prom inent and wealthy
mnn and died at a ripe old age.
Nathaniel Hodges was reared to manhood in his
native county of Norfolk , Va., but even at the
early age of eig hteen years he contracte<l such a
<lis\ike of the peculiar institution, th at he left his
borne and went t o Maysville, Ky., wh ere soon
afterward he en listed as a sold ier in the War of
18 12. P eace, however, was declared before he had
t he opportunity of engagi ng in acti vc service. Soon
after reaching his majority he seottJed in Aberd ee n,
Ohio, where he engaged in general merchandising
and was married to Miss Meliuda Campbell. His
wife was born and rea red in K entucky an<\ was the
daughter of Matthew Campbell, a native of Argylesllirc, Scotlaud. 1\ir. Campbell emigmterl to Am erica
nt nn early day, scttLng in Maysville, Ky. He was
a brother of the wcil-k nown Col. .John Campbell
and a clansman, if not kinsman, of Alexander
Campbell, D. D.
J\I atthcw Campbell becan•e a prom inen t man in
the State of Ken tucky where he spent his entire
life. His three sons, Evan , James and John, bore
worthily the mantle of their honored father and
like him hac\ no little to do in fo rm ing the history
of their native State. They were prominent botb
in military an<l civil circles and were looked npon
as representati ve men of 1\Iuysv ill e. Col. J ohn
Campbell, the younger, especially distinguished
himsel f as a military man . l\l attbew Campbell
marrier\ Miss Samh Shelby, who was of En glish
and French ancestry.
After their marriage Natltaniel Hod ges aml hi;
wife Jiv ed in Aberdeen, Ohio, until 1829, and were

also prominently known to many of the citizens
of Maysville, just across the river. Nathaniel
Hodges was a Mason and belonged to the Lodge
in Maysville, Ky. During the year mentioned
they changed their residence to Greene County, locating at Jamestown, where Mr. Hodges established
an old sty le woolen-mill which he operated successfully for a number of years. Finally he went to
the hom e of his <l aug hter, Mrs. Dr. Steele, of
Xenia, and died there in April, 1859. He was
then in tbe seventy-first year of his age. Politically,
he was an old line Whig, a strong anti-slavery
man and a devoted member of the Church of
Christ. The wife and mother died at Jamestown
in Aplil, 1845, at the age of forty-seven yearti.
She sympat:1ized with her busband in his political
views and belonged to the same church.
Mrs. Rebecca (Hodges) Johnson was the youngest of five daughters and one son born to her
parents, of whom she and her sister, Miranda, n
reRi.dent of J amestown, are the only survivors. All
the children received a good education and Mrs.
John son completed her studies at Eminence College, Ky., from which she was graduated in the
class of 1860. .She snbsequently engaged as a
teacher in her alma mater and other places, following this profession for th e long pet·iod of twenty
years. She is a devoted member of the Cburch of
Christ, n very amiable and intelligent lady who has
seen much of life and learned well from a iarge
experience. Of her union with Mr. Johnson there
were born no children. In collecting the names of
the early and honored residents of Southern Ohio,
that of Mrs. Rebecca Johnson and her stepdaughter
Miss Caroline Johnson should occupy a place in
the front rank.

J

OSEPI-1 lUCKS. In the city of Spl'ingfield,
to which be retired a few years ago that he
might spend his later years in tbe enjoyment of the reasonable recreations which a
city affords, 1\Ir. Hicks is we!l.known and highly
respected. He was but ten years of age when he
came to this county with his widowed mother and
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an estimable young woman wllo comes of a good
has lived within its bounds Almost continuously
fan:..ily and was well reared ·by worthy parents.
since his arrival. He was born in Reading, Berks
She was born two miles from Springfield, her parCounty, Pa., September, 5, 1833, and in the same
ents, Jolln and Nancy Sheaff, having been pioneers
county two generations ot his progenitors had
in this county. Both were born in York, l'a., and
openeil their eyes to the light. The paternal anher fa tiler is nu m be reel among the most prosperous
cestor who preceded them was a native of Eugl:tnd,
citizens of tbe county. He is a brother of Leonard
who had emigratecl to America in Colonial times.
Sheaff whose slwtch appears elsewhere in this
lie wus a blacksmith by tmile and his son Michael
ALBUM. To llir. and llfr. Hicks two sons and two
Hicks carried on the business for some years. The
daughters have been born, named respectively:
latter then built. a distillery on his farm three miles
.John W. and Joseph Ed ware!. g11r. E. and Carrie
from Reailing, r~ncl operated the estate and disE., the daughters, are deceased.
tillery until his cleath.
William Hicks, son of the Michael Hicks above
mentioned , learned the trad e of a stair-builder, at
which he worlted in Reading, Philadelphia, and
otller places. He came to Lancaste•-, Ohio, on a
visit, iluring which he was attacked by cholera and
ILLIAM BROCK is one of the large lancldied, leaving a widow and five small children. His
owners of Greene County, in which his long
wife had borne the mairlen name of Elizabeth
life has been almost entirely spent and
Eberly and was a native of the same county as himwhere be is well known as a reliable and trustself. She was a daughter of George Eberly, a
worthy citizen, a man of enkrprise in worldly
German who came to America when seventeen
affairs and. of consideration and kindly feeling
years of age. He married Mary Shaffe•· who was of
townril his fellow-men. His reputation extends far
German ane0stry, but a native of Pennsylvania.
beyond the limits of the cour.ly and the name which
They came t.o Ohio in 1846, settling at Lagoncla,
he represents has been honore<l in other sections of
where Mrs. Eberly die<!. The widower afterward
America. He was born in Madison County, January
made his home with his cuilclrrn and b•·eathecl his
8, 1818, but was brought to this county when but
last with his claughtUI·, in Dayton. Their daughter,
five years of age, and reared in the neighborhood of
!\Irs. Hicks, came to this State after the deatll of
his present heme.
her husband and is now living with her daughter,
The parents of our subject were Fmncis and
Mrs. Hawker.
Samh (Harper) B.-ock, tile form er of whom was
The gentleman of whom we write being the old born in North Ca.-olina. Mrs. Brock was a daughter
est of the parental family, began work as soon as
of .John Harpe•· for whom 1-Iarper·s Fe•..-y was
he could earn money and assisted his widowed
named. When Francis Brock mover! on to his
mother in rearing the younger children. At the
place in Greene County there were but ten acres
age of seventeen years, he began to learn the trade
clelll'ecl . The balance of the seven hnn<lred which
of a carpenter which be followed until 1864. lie
he owned was cleared during his life which cease<!
then went to Ogle County, Ill., and located on a
October 10, 1857. His wife survived several years,
farm, upon which be resirled tlll'ee years and a hnlf,
<lying October 9, 186.5. Their family comprisec-1 live
when he returned to this county anrl purchased a . sons and two <laughters.
tract of land on section 7, Springfield Township, . Tltc gentleman witll whose name tllis sketch is
which be occupiecl and operated until 1887. l-Ie : introdnccc1 passed his early years in what was almost
then left his son in charg·.1 of the estate and became
a wilclerness, seeing the parental estate grailually
a resident of the county seat, wllere he owns seven
assume a more cultiva te<! look as the forest gave
lots aud four houses.
place to tielcls of waving grain, and the ea.-Jy cl wellAt the home:of the bride, August 2,1858, .Joseph
ing of the family was replaced hy one of the first
Hicks was united in marriage with Emily Sheaff,
brick houses erected in the county. The school
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which he attended was two ann a half miles from
his home. When he grew to manhoon he bought
two hunnrcd and fifty acres of land, which was
mostly in brush tmd woods . This he put under
good cultivation, ere long having a well improved
and attractive estate which produced abundantly of
first.class crops. In 1859,:a commodious and well.
clcsigned ~ brick residence was erected, which is one
of the finest on the Federal Pike east of Xenia.
Among the features of the home estate is a large
orchard which is well kept and furnishes an abundance of luscious fruit. Mr. Bmck has owned as
high as thirteen hundred. acres of !ann , his home
farm now consisting of two hundred and ten acres.
ln addition to this proper!y ~ Mrs. Brock holds in
her own right two hundred and forty-six acres in
Fayette County,whieh came from he( father's estate.
The marriage of William Brock and Sydney
Hidy was celebrated at the bride's home in Fayette
November 30, 1845. Mrs. Bmck is a daughter of
.Joseph Hicly who was born near Philadelphia, to
which place his father, .John Hidy, had come from
Germany. Upon leaving the parental roof Joseph
Hidy went to Hardy County, Va., coming thence to
I•'ayette where he marrien Mary, daughter of Martin Carr. Tbei•· daughtPr Sydney is a woman of
more than ordinary intelligence, having taken advantage of evcryopportunity to increase th~ knowledge which sbe obtained in early life. · She possesses
refined tastes, being especially fond of flowers by
which her home is beautifully anornecl. Her character is a noble, motherly one, and wins respect
from nil who know her.
The family of our subject and wife comprises
fonr chilclren . A sketch of the oldest child, Owen,
·is to he found elsewhcrb in this volume. Louisa
is the wife of L. S. Carper, and mother of three
chilclren-Idella, Annie ancl Willie; .the family live
in a part of tbe dwelling of our su hject, and Mr.
Carper works n portion of the estate. Joseph is
marriecl and living onn farm of his own in Fayette
County; he has seven children-Estella, Burton,
Frank, Ethel; Joseph, Earl and Floy. Frank, who
is now living in California, is unmarried.
Mr. Brock bas held the office of Trustee and has
been a candidate on the Democratic ticl•et for Commissioner. He is a sturdy Democrat whose de-

votion to his party has been manifested for many
years. For years he has served as School Director
faithfully enneavoring to advance the cause of education. He ancl his wife belong to the Universalist
Church, while their daughter, Mrs. Carper, is a
me•nber of the Christian Church.

{
J

OHN McKNIG ITT. The biographer in migrating among the farming community of
Spring Valley Township, Greene County,
noticed particularly the homestead of Mr.
:McKnight, wh<> is one of the leading farmers
and stock-raisers of this region. His farm lands
lie on section 2, east of the village of Spring Valley on Cresar's Creek, and comprises two hundred
and twenty-six well-tilled acres, whose general appearance indicates the industry and enterprise of
the proprietor. Mr. McKnight, although seventynine years old, is remarkably bale and hearty,
bright and intelligent, retaining much of the vigor
of his younger years. He looken upon this section
of the country when it wns in its infancy, and while
growing with its gi"Owtb, physically and financially,
has contributed his full quota to bring about its
present. prosperity.
The subject of this notice was born April 17,
1811, at the homestead where he now resides. His
parents were William and Jane (Fulton) McKnight,
further mention of whom is made in the sl>etch of
Samuel McKnight on another page in this Ar.su>r.
The fine brick residence which Mr. McKnight now
occupies, was put up in 1828, upon the site of the
first cabin which was built by his father when the
country was practically a wilderness. It has been
subjected to various remodelings· flncl improvements, and now constitutes one of the substantial
and commodious farm residences of the township.
l'llr. McKnight pursued his first studies in a log
schoolhouse. with puncheon floor and slab seats, and
under the method of instruction, corresponding
with his surroundings. He was taught to make
himself useful at nn early age, and assisted his
father in the clevelopment of a farm, growing up
into u strong ani! vigowus manhood, fully able to
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cope with the common ditficulties of life. Upon
reachi ng his majority, he identified himself with
the old Whig party, and upon its abandonment
cheerfully wheeled into the Republican ranks. He
was a Union man during war time~, n strong Abolitionist, and exercised no small intlucnce in shaping the opinions of men l\round him.
.Mr. McKnight was joined in wedlock with Miss
1:iarah B. Davis, June 12, 1876, at the bride's horne
in Spring Valley Township. Tllis lady was bom
in Spring Valley Township, May 12, 1842, to Nathan L. and Harriet (Mercer) Davis, the forrnet· of
whom was a native of Winchester, Va., and was
ln·ought hy his parents to this county, when an infant of nine months. His wife, Harriet, was born
June 26, 1813, in Spring Valley Township. Mr.
Davis was a lifelong farmer, and reste<l. from his
earthly labors December 6, 1881. He served as
Township Trustee, and was a deeply religious man,
belonging to the Methodist Episco.pal Church in
which he was Trustee many years, and he was also
for twenty-one years President of the Spring Valley Bible Society. There were born to him an<l.
his estimable wife, three children- William Edward, Sarah B., and LeRoy S. The latter tlut·ing
the Civil War enlisted in the Seventeentll Ohio
Battery, and died at Milliken's Bend, Miss.
The paternal grandfather of Mrs. McKnight was
William Davis, who married Miss Rachel Gorthrop,
a native of Virginia, like himself. Gr:1ndfather
Davis was a professional wheelwright, and ieft the
Old Dominion in 1817, coming to this county and
settling one and one-half miles northeast of Spring
Valley. He was born October 25, 1770, and his
w,ife, Auguot 6, 1783. They were the parents of
seven children, viz: James, Hannah , Nathan L. ,
Mary, Jonathan, William, anc.l Jacob. With the
exception of Jacob, all are deceased; he is a resident of Des Moines, Iowa. Grandfather Davis
was a minister vf the Methodist Episcopal Chul'ch,
of which all his children were members. In politics he was origmally a stanch Whig, and later a
Republican. He departed this life at his home in
Spring Valley Township, January 22,1868, having
survived his wife nearly four years, her death taking place February 9, 1864.
The great-grandfather of Mrs. McKnight, also
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named Will iam Davis, died i11 Pllilodelpltia, Pa.,
March 18, 1819. His wife, l\Iury, died in 1815, at
fifty-nine years. Tl.tey were the parents of one son
and two daughters. Harriet (Mercer) Davis was
a daughter of Edward and Elizabeth (Hickman)
Mercer, wllo wet·e natives of Maryland. Edward
Mercer came to Cincinnati with his parents al.Jout
1796,and was there manied to 1\Iiss Hickman , whose
father was killed by the Indian s in Mary lund w!Jile
!earling a company to battle. Edward Mercer, after his marriage, settlerl ut New Town , near Cincinnati, where he kept a tavem until 1802. He
then rcmovecl to a farm on Cresur's Creek, where
he spent the remainrler of his days , dying in tl.te
fall of 1837. There were horn to him and his estimable wife thirteen children, ten of whom, four
sons and six daugl.ttcrs, lived to mature years. Mr.
Mercer was a Baptist in religious belief. His parents were Aaron and Nancy (Carr) Merce r, who
were among the first settlers on the present site of
Cincinnati.
Elizabeth (Hickman) Mercer was a daughter of
Capt. Lew is Hicl,mnn, whose widow after his death
became the wife of John Smith. The latter was
the first tavem-keeper in that vicinity, accommodating travelers in a two-story log bouse. The
eleven children of 111r. and !\Irs. Mercer were named
respectively: Maria, Nan cy, Elizabeth, Sarah, Minerva, John, Ann, Harriet, David, Jamt·s, and
Lewis. Mr. and 1\Irs. McKnight are devout members of the Methodist Episcopal Chnrch.

AMUEL N. TARBOX, who occupies himself as a civil engineer and skille<l mechanic, has built up for himself lin enviable reputation in this line among the
people of Cedarville, Greene County, and vicinity.
His efficiency has been acqui"retl by his own efforts
and the aid of books, while years of experience
have fully 0stnb lished him as one of the most
comvetent surveyors in the township, by which he
is regularly employed. He, for many years, operated a sawmill on Massey's Creek, Greene
County, and one of the first mills in the county
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wit.l.1 carding mnchiuery attached. The old mill
however, has been standing idle for some time,
being obliged to give place to the more modern
methods of conducting tllcse industries.
The subject of this notice was horn December 3,
1621, in Maine, and is n son of .Tohn and Lucy
(Merrill) Taroox. The mother of our subject was
born February 14, 17!12, arrd was the daughter of
Humplll·ey Merrill, who married Miss IWzabeth
McLucas. Gmndfather Merrill was the son of
Lieut. Samuel 1\lerrill, of Salisbmy, Mass., who
m:uried Miss Elizabeth B.-adbury.
The Bmdbury histot·y is mainly as follows:
The family originated in Derbyshire, England,
where there was born to one Robert, a son William,
who in tum became the father of a son, Robert,
whose son, Matthew, was J.ord of ·wicken. His
son, Wymond and wife Elizabeth, daughter of Sir
William Wbitgift, became the parents of Capt.
Thomas Bradbury, who was born at Wickcn, England, in 1610. He emigrated to America as land
agent and commissioner of Sir Fernando Gorges,
as early as 1634. Two years later he settled in
l\Iassacbusetts and rnarr'ed a daughter of John
Perkins, of Ipswich, Mass. Their son, William,
married Rebecca Wheeh·ight, daughter of the
Rev. John Wheelright, and unto them, in 1677,
there was born a son whom they named Jacob.
The Rev, John Wheelright, in company with his
sister, Mrs. Ann Hutchison, were banished from
the church in Doston for heresy, they simply differing from the church upon some simple doctrine.
They took -refuge with Roger Williams, in Rhode
Island, the latter having been banished for the
snme offense. Jacob Bo·udbmy married Elizabeth
l;torlonan, and their son, Thomas, about 1749, wa~
Captain of a company in the French and Inrlian
War. He also had charge of the block house on
Raco River, Me. In his company was a young man
by the name of Lieut. Samuel Merrill, who fell in
Jove with his daughter, Elizabeth, and in due time
they were married. From this union sprang the
family who consLituted the progenitors of the
mother of our subje<,t. The young Lieutenant lived
to take part in the Revolutionary War, in which
he held the same rank as before, and did gallant
service at the battle of Bunker Hill. He lived to '

be ninety-four years of age and died Ll 1822, the
year after bis wife bad passed hence, at tbe age of
ninety-three. Lieut. MelT ill was a prominent" man
in his county, where he held many responsihle
positions and took a great interest in public affaio·s.
His son, Humpht·ey , was horn June 27, 1750, a1vl
Lucy, the daughter of the latter, became the
mother of our subject.
lllr. Tarbox spent his early years under the parental roof, and when ready to establish a horne of
his own was married to Miss Ruth L. Jacl<son.
This lady was the d•ughter of David and Nancy
(Nichol) Jackson. Mrs. Jackson was the daughter
of John and Ann (Woodburn) Nichol, who were
born in Ireland, and emigrating to America in
1789, settled in Westmorela~d County, Pa. The
father of John Nichol was Thomas, one of seven
brothers who fled from Scotland to County Derry,
Ireland , on a~count of religious persecution; he
murrierl Isabella Cook, and their son, John, the
granclfathcr of Mrs. Tarbox, was born at Nichol's
Hill, Ireland. He emigrated to America in 1789 and
in 1800 settled in Belmont County, this State. His
wife, Ann, was the daughter of William Woodburn , of Ci;urchtown, County Derry, and the
maiden name of her mother was Margaret Canacla.
David Jackson, the father of Mrs. Tarbox, was
the son of Robert Jackson, who married a Miss
McCorkle. The latter was the son of David, whose
wife was Elizabeth Reed . This David was a half
brother of Gen. Andrew Jackson, and their father
was Dr. Hugh Jackson . It will thus be seen that
both Mr. and Mrs. Tarbox are descended from
honorable ancestry, people who were possessed of
fine mental characteristics, and who were prominent in their day and generation.
To onr subject and his estimable wife th~re have
been born seven children , the eldest of whom, a
sou, John J. , died in 1872, when 11 promising
young mau of twenty years; Frank T. makes his
home with his parents, and is employed on the
detective force of Cedarville, while he also officiates as Constable; Theodore H., a civil engineer
by pwfessi< n, is unmarrie<l and makes his home in
Santa Anna, · Cal.; Harry L. married Miss Essie
Daugherty, and is the father of two childrLn,
Nellie I. and Frederick N.; he follows the business
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of a lime bumer in Findlay, this State; Dnvi<l N. ,
a professional ball player, married lliiss Mattie
Hart and lives near his father; Licla 0., an accom plishecl young lady, remains at home with her
parents; Charles Waldo diecl in infancy.
Mr. Tarbox gives his unqualifiecl support to the
Republican party. During the Civil War he, in
the capacity of a Lieutenant, assist~cl in driving
Jolm Morgan from the soil of the Buckeye StatP.
He has served as Township Trustee, ancl with his
estimable wife is prominently connected with the
United Presbyterian Chmch, in the -doctrines of
which church the Jackson side of the house have
been educated for generations.

ATHEW BERRYHILL. One who has no
kuowleclge of the relative valne of soils or
of any matter pertaining to farm life, can
yet determine at a glanee whether tbe farm
upon which he gazes is valual•le and well managecl.
A visitor to the estate of the above-named gentleman in Sugar Creek TolVnsh i p, Greene County ,
wonlrl know at once that its owner possesses enter·
prise, perseverance, and skill in agricnlture. The
entire place bears an air of neatness and order, and of
thorough cultivation, while the buildings which
have been erected upon it are substantial, well designed ancl conveniently locatecl. The residence,
a brick eclifice-, was erected in 1837, and other
structures now usecl are of more recent date.
The paternal grandfather of our suhject was
John Berryhill, a native of Ireland, who settlecl in
Virginia, aud there reared a family, among them
being Alexander, who was bom in Augusta County
and became a farmer. He marriecl Racbael Thompson, who was also a native of the Old Dominion,
and was a clirect clescenclant of Charles Thompson,
Secretary of the Continental Congress. After their
marriage Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Bcnybill rcsideil on a farm in Virginia until 1814, when they
sold out ancl came to Ohio. Buying six hunched
and forty acres of wilrl Janel. in this county, now
section 5, Sugar Creek Township, a log house was
built and clearing begun upon the land. The
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dwelling being of hewn logs ancl two stories in
height was considered quite an aristoc.-atic residence.
Having conside.-able means a1Hl a brge family
of robust boys, Mr. Berryhill harl a large tract of
land deared and devoted his attentiou wholly to
farming. He and his wife were memhers of the
Prcsbytel'ian Church. The cl eath of the father occurred in September, 1823, the mothet· surviving
until 1838. But two of the eleven children of whom
they were the parents arc now li1ing, these being
our subject and his hrother Franklin. The family
circle once included ,James, William, John, Alexander, Margaret, Samuel, Archibald , Rachael, Mathew, Elizabeth and :Franklin.
Mr. Berryhill was a Revolutionary soldier belonging to a Virginia regiment. At the battle of
Guilfonl Court-House he was taken prisoner; after
he ha<l surrendered his gun a British officer struck
him on the he"d with his sword and he carriecl the
scar to his grave. His son John served in the \Var
of 1812, and tile relatives of Mrs . Berryhill , of this
notice, also fought in the last-named stmggle for
the rights of American citizens.
The natal day of Mathew Berryhill was January
7, 1807, and bis hirtti occurred in Augusta County,
Va. He was seven y~ars of age when his father
came to this county , in which there "·ere very few
settlers and no im provernents hut a few cabins.
There is but rme other person now living in this
locality wbo was here when the Berryhill family
c!\me. School acl vantages were very meager at
that time ancl the principal knowledge obt.aine<l by
the boys mHl gids was that which they coulcl acquire under the home roofs, and in pursuit of their
labors as young assistants to the pioneers. During
his boyhood our subject helped to clear the farm
of his fat!Jer ancl he bas never spared himself but
has ever been extremely busy and hard-working.
The father having clie<l when our subject was
but fifteen years of age, the estate was settlecl and
young Mathew given the portion belonging to him,
ancl from that time trausacted all his own business,
oJtbougb he remained at the old home until his
marriage. On March 21, 1831, be became the busband of Miss Angelina Tolbert, who was bom in
Virginia, November 24, 1809, and the young con-
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ple settled on his portion of the old homrstead for
a short term . He then sold out and in 1835
bought the farm whi ch he now occupies on section
36, f'ugar C1·cek Township, to which he remove<!
the following sear. The farm compriserl one hun<lrc<l and sixty acres, of which one himilrecl and
fifteen acres are now under the plow, having been
broken by himself. He has added to tlw ~creage,
now owning fou r hundre<l and eighty-eig ht acres
in this township, and he also possesses two hundre<l
and thirt.v-scvcn acres ln Fountain County, Ind.
Although they are now quite old, both Mr. and
1\Irs. Berryhill enjoy good health, and he has never
been afflicted with any <lisease. They h~tve no
children but have been instmmental in helping to
bring up those who needed pa rental care. Mrs.
Berryhill has been a member of the Presbyterian
Church for over fifty years. Mr. Berryhill bas
been a Supervisor and has always tal<en an interest in local politi cs. His first Presidential vote was
cast for Andrew Jaekson and lle llas never missed
an election since that time, voting the Whig, and
later the Republican, ticket. He and his estimable
companion have made several trips to different
parts of the West, using a portion of the means
wllich tlley possess in such an nbundnnt measure, in
the enjoyment of varied scenes. They nre accorde<l
a due mcasme of respect by those who know them
anrl are numbered among the landmarks of the
county.
-~·i~HOII:lAS L. BEAL is a dealer in general

~

merclmnrlisc in Byron, Greene County, doing the principal bus in ess there and manifesting a degree of enP.rgy and business tact which
gives promise of a bright future. He is also Assi stant Postmaster, and does all the husiness of the
offi ec, the nffnirs of which are left entirely in hie
hnn<ls by .T. I,. Cosier, who received the appointment of Postmaste1·, when in 1889, the office was
located here.
Mr. Real comes of an old Greene County family,
his grandfatlJCr, Aaron neal. a native of Virginia ,
having located here in 1819. He bought and cleared
land on Ludlow Creek, and became the owner of
~-'

three hundred acres of landed estate. He had followed the trade of a blacksmith in his native State, and continued it in connection with farming after
bis removal, putting up a shop upon his farm. He
was a soldier in the War of 1812. His son Aaron
was born in lleaver Creek Township, and when of
a suitable age became a farmer. He bought land
near Goes Station , in 1\liami Township, and cleared
one hundred and thirty.five acres upon which be
engaged in general farming and stock-raising. In
these pursuits he WM successful and also in buying
and selling !tock. He departed this life April 18,
1887, respected and mourned. He was an active
member of the Reformed Church at Bywn.
In the maternal line also our subject is of Virginian ancestry, his grandfather, William Oram,
having been a.nativeof that State. He was a farmer
and cooper, and a mrchanic in various lines of
woodwork. At an early period in the llistory of
this county he took up his residence here, loc'lting
on a srnnll farm in Miami Township, and carrying
on a cooper shop until his deatb. His daughter
Annie, who was born in Virginia, be<:ame the wife
of Aa1·on Beal, to whom she bore three daughters
and two sons. Her tirst-born, Mrs. Mary Hopind,
lives in Dayton; Marcellus is a farmer at Fai"rfield;
the third child is our subject; Mrs. Priscilla F.
Rheinh:u·t is t'le wife of a blacksmith at Goes Station; Je~sie also lives at that place. The mother,
who is now about sixty years of age, lives with n
daughter in Miami Township; she is a consistent
member of the Reformed Church.
T. L. Beal opened his eyes to the light June 16,
1858, in Beaver Creek Township, on tbe banks of
Ludlow Creek. When he wus three years old his
part·nts removed to Miami Township, where be was
reared and educated, having good school advantages, and in the intervals of study being early put
to work on the farm. Upon reacl!ing his majority
he renteil l<is father's farm and began cropping it
for himself, remaining upon it until 1882, when he
rented a farm on Ludlow Creek. A year later be
returned to tbe home farm which he continued to
carry on from that time until the spring of 188.7 .
He tben bought the old Enniss st.·md at Byron, remodeled it and put in "a new stock of goods, and
began his career as a merchan·t . He carries grocer-

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.
ies and general. merchandise, dealing also in produce
nne! flour. Prosperity has attencl ed his efforts an d
.his career has been wond erfully successful for one
so young.
Mr. Beal chose for his companion Miss Elizabeth
Norris, of Dayton , whose intelligence and womanly
virtues won his regard and with wllom he was united in mqrriage February 28, 1882. Mrs. Beal is
the youngest child of Hczekiah nnd Susannah
(Thumb) Beal, and was born in Dayton, October
5, 1858. Her father is a nat! ve of Fred erick County,
Md ., and a cnrpr.nter by trade. He came to Xen ia
a number of ye-ars ago, but soon aftP.rward removed
to Dayton, where lle still lives. He ll<ls worlted at
his trade in different parts of Greene and Mon tgomm·y Counties. His wife _was also born in M<lr)'land and both are worthy members of the Unitecl
Brethren Chnrcb. They are parents of seven children: 1\irs. Anna P. Dunn, of Beavet· Ct·eck T ownship, tllis coun ty ; Aquilla and John , who liv e in
Dayton ; Leo J., deceased; Mrs: Sarnh C. Archet· of
Dayton; Joseph M., a groccryman in Dayton, and
Mary Elizabeth.
The marriage of Mr. and Mt·s. Beal, has been
blessed by the birth of three bri ght children-Lillie
B., Be•sie T. and Arthur L . Mr. Beal exercises the
right of suffrage in behalf of the Democrat party
and its can didates. Mrs. Beal belongs to the Methodist Church in Centerville.

AMES F . STEWART, who is now living in
Yellow Springs, Greene County, having retired from the more arduous labors of life,
was born in Clark County, where he lived
for mauy years. His labors there were crowned
with success in the accumulation of a goodly share
of this world's goods, and were not without their
ir>tluence ovr•· his fellow-men as an example of
strict morality, true religion and usefulness in various departments of life. In 1886 he became 'I
resident of Yellow Springs, occupying a cozy residence which be had erected, and where he and his
estimable wife enjoy pleasant intercourse with
their many friends.
The parents of our subject were James and Jan e
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(Elder) Stewart, natives of Pennsyl vania, whence
they removed to the Buckeye State in 1811.
They located in Hamilton County, but after a resid ence of three yem·s sold out and cllanged theit·
location to Clurk County , where they spent the
remainclc·r of theit· lives. Bot h were members of
the United Presbyterian Church, and possessed noble characteristics wllich theit· offspring love to remember, and to which their ch ildren owe much of
their own uprightness and usefu lness. Mr. Stewart was Treasurer of tbc church to which he be lon ged for many years, held a similar office in the
township for fiftee n years, ann was an earnest advocate of good ;chools. He held a prominent
place among the farmers of tile vicinity, his landed
estate at one time amounting to five .hundred acres.
He breathed his last in 1857, his wife surviving
until 1863. Their fam ily comprised ten children,
be of whom we write being tbe fourth in ordet· of
birth. The others were: Elijah, now cl ec·eased;
~obcrt, who died in in fancy; Ann, tile widow of
Samu el Barnett; Mary, the widow of David Millen ; Eliza, the wife of Hat·v ey .Jobe; John, whose
borne is in Nebt·aska; !Susannah, deceased; Dnvid
who occupies the bomesteacl; and Adelin e, the
wirlow of WiHiam Caruthet·s.
The gentlem an with whose name this sketch is
introduced was born on th e old llomestead in
Green Township, Clark County, December 6, 1818.
He attended the subscription schools and acquired
an excellent common:sebool education, to which,
having a desire for inform ation, be has added a
knowledge of general topics and current events
throughout his life. He remained with his father
until twenty-five years of age, his parent having
given bim one hundred and twenty-five acres of
land, with the understanding that while he remained at borne he should have half the proceeds,
but that .he should pay $50 tbe first year and $100
t!Je following five years, in ord~r to secure the
deed of t!Je property. He did so, and believes the
lesson of prudence and self-help which he learned
_was the best to fit him for his after life and its duties.
Among the schoolmates and ch\ldisb friend s of
James F. Stewart, was one for whom his regard
deepened as they grew to manhood and womanhood,
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and whom he desired as a companion in a closer
relation than that of friends. After a successful
wooing they were united in marriage December 12,
1843, and at once took up their nbodc on the it·
own land, having only the farm lind the energy of
theit· natures as their capital in life. Mrs. Stewart
bore the maiden name of Sarah Jane Bogle, and
was born Novemuer 25, 1824, receiving an excellent education in the common schools. Her parents, James and Sarah (Stewart) Bogle, were
natives of Pennsylvania and Maryland, rcspeetively, and came to Ohio at an early day. They
were the parents of seven children who grew to
maturity. Mr.llogle was a farmer of considerable
prominence.
On the farm whet·e they began their wedded life,
Mr. and Mrf. Stewart remaine•l forty-one years,
leaving it only for the home which they now oc cupy. The homestead was placed under excellent
improvement and cttltivation, and arh1ecl to until
the acreage amountecl to one lmndrecl and fifty.
Mt·. Stewart also owns a well-tillecl farm of t~o
hundred anil twelve acres in Jennings County,
Ind., and two hundred and fifty well-improved
acres in Wilson County, Kan.: his realty also includes some fine residence property in Springfield
and in Yell ow Springs. The income from these
various piece~ of property is considerable, and insures the couple all the comforts of life, together
with an opportunity to exercise their hospitnlity and benevolence upon many wot thy objects.
Tbey have never been blessed with chilrlren, and
expend the affection of their natures upon tbeir
fellow-men , especially manifesting their loving kindness to tbose in need.
In 1861 Mr. Stewart began keeping a diary and
has kept up the practice ever since, it being a
source of practical benefit us well as of pleasure.
He and his wife are members of the U nite<l Presbyterian Church, his connection with that body
dating from 184A. He has been an Elder for over
forty years, and is now Treasurer of the congretion, having held that office for some years. Both
are active in the Snnday-school de1'artment, having been teachers for years. and he has beJel the
office of Superintendent for sixteen years. Io educational affairs also, Mr. Stewart bas been ac-

tively interested, as he bas been in matters political.
He affiliaterl with the Repub!ica"n party until
Cleveland's election to the Presidency, since which
time he has been a Prohibitionist. He was Clerk
of Green Townsllip, Clark County, for several
years, and Trustee of the same at the time of the
Civil War a!ld for years thereafter. During the
war he belonged to the militia, which was ordered
out, but on reaching Springfield he hired a substitute and returned to his home. Although somewhat advanced in years, both Mr. and Mrs. Stewart ar" in goorl health, ancl it is lloped that their
useful and honored lives will yet be spared many
years.
A lithogmphic portrait of Mr. Stewart may be
found elsewhere in the ALBUM.

ARK SJIIITH. The career of the self-made
man is finely illustrated in the history of
Mr. Smith, who commencerl the battle of
life dependent upon his own resources and
who through the difficulties nnrl drawbacl<s common to most men, has achieved suceess. Upon
coming to Clark County he in due time acquired
a large amount of real estate an d began erecting
numbers of dwellings,so that he now has over thirty
tenement houses besides a large mill building on
Mill Creek, which is amply furnished with water
power and used for manufacturing purposes. Ilc
has Leen an energetic, wide-awake man, keenly observant of what is going on around him and has
contributed hi~ full quota to the growth and development of his adopted county.
The early home of Mr. Smith was on the ot!Jet·
side of the Atlantic in Clackmannanshire, Scotland,
and he was born March 4, 1823, in the little town
of Alloa. His father, John Smith, was a native of
Yorkshire, England, whic!J was likewise the native
shire of his grandfather ,Mark Smith. The latter obtained only a limited education, and when but a hoy
entered a woolen factory where he learned the tmde
of weaving and all the other details in connection
therewith. Upon leaving his native shire here-
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pai1·ed to Alloa, fieotland, where he estahlishecl a
factory, of which lle was manager a number of years.
Finally he returned to England and there spent tile
closing years of his life. His wife bore the maiden
name of Martha Conyer and she, too, died in l;;ngland.
Jolm Smith, the father of our subject, like his
father befo1·e him, served an nppr~nticeship in a
woolen mill in his native place nml he also whe.n
this was completed went to Scotlaml and was em·
ployed in a factory; he, too, estahlisbed a factory
at Alloa. He carried on business a number of years
wben the factory was destroyed by tire, then, in
1855, ,John Sm!.th emigrated to America and located in the city of Cleveland , this State. A short
time later, however, be removed to Springfielcl and
was employed as dyer in a woolen mill, remaining
there until his decease, which occurred about 1878.
His remains were laid to rest in Femcliff Cemetery.
Mrs .. Jane (Mason) Smith, the mother of_ our
subject, was likewise a native of Alloa , Scotland,
and the daughter of John and Ellen (Comme1·y)
1\iason. Grantlfatber Mason and his wife. were also
of Scotch birth and ancestry. Mrs. Smitb came to
Ameri.ca with her husband and died in Springfield
about 1886. Tl1e parental family consisted of seven
children, five of whom lived to mature years, tllese
being Mark, John l'vl., J•me Ann, Martha Elizabeth
and Horatio.
Mr. Smith, of whom we write, spent his early
years in his native ·village and, like his father ana
gmnrlfatber, served an apprenticeship in a woolen
factory , commencing when a youth of eighteen
years and remaining in Scotlall(l until 1849. In the
spring of that year he emigrated to America,em barking at Greenock on the sailing-vessel "Margaret,"
1\larch 15, and landing in New York City six weeks
later. Thence he proceeded directly to Huron
County, this State, and procured e mployment in a
woolen faetory as a spinner, remaining there four
yea1·s. He deeided then to investigate the G rent
Northwest, having in view the Territory of Minnesola. Thither he made his way by rail to Cincinnati and from there by the Ohio and Mississippi
Rivers to Winona, whose site was then marked by
only one building. and tha.t occupied b_y a mission-
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nry. 1\ir. Smith ente rerl a tract of Government
land seven miles northwest of Winona, and later
with others maile another claim eight miles from
that place where he put up a boarcl hous~ . He had
left his wife at St. Louis, but she soon joinecl'him
with a year's provisions. They, however, only sojourned there a few months, then returned to t.he
haunts of civilization, settling in Cleveland, Ohio,
where Mr. Smith entered the employ of Alexancler
Patton , a Scotchman engaged in the manufactu1·e
of soap.
Our su bject remained with Mr. Patton for a pcrioil of four years as an employe ancl was then aclmitted to partne1·ship in the business, continuing
there another four years. We next find him in
Grand Rapids, Mich., where he remained one year.
In 1861 he came to Springfield and establishing a
soap factory, at once entered upon a succe1sful
business which he condncted a number of years and
then tumed over to llis sons. Mr. Smit.h was married, in 1843, to Miss I sabella White, a nalive of
his own shire in Scotland. She became Lue mothe1·
of seven children and rli~rl a t her home in Springfield, October 9, 1886. There are now living of
their family three sons anrl a daughter, viz : James,
1\iark, ilbry and Horatio; all live in Springfield.
Mr. Smith has proved himself an able financier
atid possesses all the stnrdy qualities of his substantial Scotc!J ancestry, of which lte has reason to be
proucl. He is honest and upright in his dealings,
has been industrious and frugal in his manner of
living a11d is deservedly in possession of a competence which will fortify him against want in his
old age. Politically, he is a supporter of the Republican party and in religious matters believes in
the doctrines of the Unitec1 Presbyterian Clturch.

I,Jl,~ ENRY CROFT, a life-long resident of Clark

1\, ~ County and

n son of one of its pioneers,
has for many years made his home in
Springfield, and is classed among its most
estimable, intelligent and substantial citizens. Although he has l>een con nected with the agricultural
inter~sts of this part of Ohio and has been a f::.ctor
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in nrlvancing its development in that direction,
yet he is bett-er and more widely known as a successful inventor. He was born in Bethel Township,
November 13, 1820, a son of George Croft, one
of its early settlers, who was born in the town of
Yol'l<. York County, P a., November 105, 1771. His
father, Frederick Croft, wos a native of Wittenberg, Germany. He came to America in Colonial
times, an(l cast his lot with the settlers of York,
Pa., where he purchased a brew<:ry and operated it. for some lime. He was loynl to the cause
of the Colonists and did good service throughout
th ~ seven years of the Revolution . He pnsscd his
lAst Y~"''" in York. His wife was also a native of
Germany, and spent her last years in this country.
In early manhood the father of our SHbject went
to Virginia, and was there employed in opcrnti·ng
a f!dm· mill in Botetourt County. In 1799 he was
there married to Mary Critz, who was born in that
State of German parents. In J804 be emigrated
to Ohio with his family, making the joumey in a
wl\gon drawn by a pair of horses, and taking provisions along tmd cooking and camping hy the
w>Ly. Ohio, a new State, was t.hen scarcely more
than a. wilderness, ·w ith dense primeval forests and
uncultivated prairies, and deer, bears, wolves and
othct· kinds of wild animals were plentiful, and Inditms still tr.ade their home here. Clnrk County
then formed a part of Champaign County, nnd be
became one of the early settlers of that portion of
it now known a.s Bethel Township, where he bought
n tract of timber land on the banks of lllad
tuver, and nt once built a log bouse. Hn had
brought no furniture from his old home, and all
the tables, chairs, bedsteads, etc., in the new one
were <:>f his own handiwork. He actively entered upon the hard pioneer task of clearing his
land for eultivati.(>n, and in 1816 erected a wing to
n brick house, which is still standing. He resided
there until after the death of his wife early in
U:S46, and then removed to Donnellsville, where be
rounded out a good and true life in 1855, at the
venerable age of eighty-five years. He was one of
the first Masons in the county, having joined that
organization when a young man, and be was also
prominent in the early religious life of the county,
l)cing one of the first Lutherans to settle within

it.s limits, and be was instrumental in organizing u
society of that denomination here, and in 1842
built a church for it.s use on his farm. As one of
the earliest pioneers of Clark County, and as an
important factor in promoting its religious, social, and agl'icultural interests, his memory should
always be revered. He was the father of nine children, seven sons and two danghter6.
The son who forms the subject of this sketch was
bred to agricultural pursuits in his native township,
and he has a clear remembmnce of pioneer life
here when he was a boy. His mother used to cook
delicious meals before the open fire in tbe rude old
fireplace, and with deft fingers carded, spun and
wove wool or manufactured linen for ull the clothes
used in the family for many years. His father
farm ed with rude, simple farming implements, harvesting his wheat with the sickle until the cradle
came into use, which he laid aside after the invention of the threshing machine, he having the first
one that was worked by horse power in 1828 in
t he State, and our subject owned the first reapingmachine. It is within his remembrance that the
greater part of the county has been developed,
and even when he settled fn this city, a little more
than twenty-one years ago; there was but little improvement on that part of \Vest Main Street where
he now resides. There were no rail ways here for
some years after his birth, and Dayton was the
nearest market.. He was born before the introduction of the free school system into his native
county, antl the schools were kept up on t.he subscription plan, and were conducted in rnde log
buildings, and one of the first teachers that our
snbject"can remember wru> a man namecl ·Oiler. As
a farmer's son, our subject had to assist in the
labors of tilling the soil as soon as large enougb,
and he remained with his parents until he married
and established a home of , his own. He continued to live on the old homestead until 1859.
He rebuilt and altered the dwelling that ~tood
thereon, and otherwise greatly improved the farm
and increased its value. In the year just mentioned he took up his residence in Springfield, and
has since made his home here. He is the possessor
of a handsome property, including his present
commodious home, which be built when he first lo-
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cated in this ci'ty, be~ides erecting several other
houses, from the rental. of which he derives a good
income. Our subject has become famous ns an inventor, and being a man of more than ordinary intelligence and mechanical genius, gifted with patience
and a resolute will, he has not only made 8everal
inventions that have proved to be of great value
in the industrial world, but has made many improvements· on other inventions that have greatly
enhanced their use. Mr. Croft bad the honor of
inventing imd manufacturing the first threshing
machine ever used west vf Springfield, and to his
han<liwork was due the first ·separator ever made
and opemted on wheels. He never patented it,
however, and others reaped the benefit of his invention. He and his son invented and patented a
wind engine, known us the Croft engine, which they
manufactured for a time and then sold the. patent
and it is now called the Lefl'el engine. Mr. Croft's
inventive genius contrived the razor strap, called
the Croft's Scientific Razor Strap, which is the finest ever invented, and he has spent much time and
money in making improvements on other invenventions too numerous to mention.
That greatest of blessings a good and true wife
has been given our subject, as he was married,
in 1846, to Miss Lany, daughter of Jacob and Elsie Shartle, and a native of this State, horn in
Dayton, Montgomery County. Mrs. Croft's parents were pioneers of Bethel Township, to which
they removed when she was four ycars .old. M1·.
and Mrs. Croft have two children living: Lizzie,
who married :Frank M. Bookwalter, of tl;lis city ;
and Henry, who married Clara Long, also resides
in this city.
An honorable, sagecious, well-informed man,
d uring his long and busy career our subject has
been a useful citizen, and by his upright life,
guided by principles of honor and truthfulness, he
·is worthy of the high ~stimatio n in which he is
regarded by all. By his inventive genius he has
been of inestlm:tble benefit not only to this, his
native county, but to the country at large. Mr.
Croft is a remarkably fine rifleman. When he was
a hoy he had a ·gun and used to shoot squirrels,
wild turkeys, etc. His interest in such sports wan eel
for some yem·s, but of late he has engaged in rille
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practice, and on January 28, 1890, in the contest
in which the oldest riflemen took part, lle made a
score of ninety-nine out of one hundred possible
points, and justly lays claim to the championship
for men of his age. During his residence in Bethel
Township he took an active part in the management of its public afl'airs, and served as Township
Trustee eight years. He ond his wife are members
of the First Englisl1 Lutheran Church, and be was
also prominent in r eligious concerns of Bethel as
Ehler and D eacon in the church.

UTI-lER BOYD. This gentleman is widely
known throughout the. philanthropic world
for his prominent connection with the abolition movement in ante bellum days, when his
name was the synonym to many of charity, benevolence and goodness, and W!l.'l held in reverence by
many a poor slave whom he helped to liberty. He
was a co-worker with Garrison, Phillips, Lovejoy
and others, and was very earnest and active in
the cause for which he almost staked his life. H ~
was for many years engaged in the mercantile bus.
iness, acquiring a handsome competence, and in
the city of Springfield, of which he has been a
resident for nearly three decades, he has built up a
substantial, cozy lwme, amid whose comforts he is
passing the declining years of a well-spent life,
reverenced and estee med by all about him .
Our subject was born in this State, in the town
of Stcnhenville, Jefl'erson County, February 10,
1817. His father, Robert Boyd, was born in
Cookstown, County Tyrone, Ireland, a son of
William Boyd; who is supposed to have been born
in the same county, and to have been of Scotch
antecedents, and there he was reared, married and
spent the rest of his life. Three of his children
came to America, and his son John settled in Harrison County , Ohio, engaged as a farmer and dicit
there. His son William reared a family of twentytwo children, and com ing to this country when llC
was seventy years old he spent his last ye,.rs with
them in Coshocton County.
The father of our subject was bred to a farm er's
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life, and was twenty-two years old when be came
to the United States, and having received a good
education in the old country, he utilized it by
teaching in Eastern Pennsylvania. and later ,attended college there.
He manied in that State,
and moved to Ohio in 1805, the removal being
made with teams. Ohio was a wilderness at that
time, the hom e of the Indian, and deer, bear, wolves,
and other kinds of wild animals were plenty in the
primeval forest. Mr. Boyd b~came a pioneer of
Steubenville, and soou arose to prominence in the
public life of the county, being eleeted Clerk of the
Court, and also County Recorder, anri at the same
time he kept an hotel. He resided there till September, 1817, when he removed to Coshocton County,
and bought ot half section of land in Keene Township, and in the forest wilds erected a log house
for the abode of his family. Tllere were no milways or canals in that section of the country in
·that early day, and Coshocton, several miles distant, was the market and depot for snpplies for
Mr. Boyd
the people for many mil es mound.
cleared a few acres of his land aud made his home
there till his death in December, 1827, at the age
of fifty-seven years, deprived that county of one of
its most intelligent and capable pioneers. The
maiden name of his wife was Mary McMasters, and
she was born in County Down, Ireland, a daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. James McMasters. She spent
her last years with her children in Coshocton
County until six months before her death, which
occurred in the home of her son Renfrew M., in
Licking County, in 1871, she attaining the remarkable age of ninety-four years.
She rearetl
nine children, namely: Sarah, William, Robert,
Algernon S., Hervey, John C., Luther, Eliza, and
Renfrew M. William, Renfrew, Eliza and our subject are the only representatives of the family now
living.

The latter was reared to man's estate in Coshoc·
ton County, receiving his early education in the
common school, taught in a log building, heated
by a rucle fireplace, of which the chimney was
!milt with a log foundation and the remainder of
clay and sticks; a log removed and the openingcovered with g•·easccl paper constituted the winclow, while the benches were macl e of puncheon,

without backs, and with wooden pegs for legs; and
around the sides of the r0om wooden pins were inse•·ted between the logs, and the puncheon laid on
them served tile larger scholars for a writing desk.
The school was conducted on tile subscription
plan. A youth of quick, warm impulses, large
symp[!tby and a thoughtful mind , om· subject early
hecame interestecl in the condition of the slaves,
and identified himself with that noble band of devoted men , the Abolitionists, in 1837, and was
with them an active worker till slavery was abollshed. He was prominently connected with the
"underg•·ound railroad ," and, Hguratively speaking, laid the tracks ;nd ran the first tmin on that
famous road from bondage to freedom that ever
passed through C0sbocton and Holmes Counties,
and he was instrumental in helping many slaves
By so doing be
to escape from their masters.
jeopardized his life, on a~connt of the animosity
often displayed towards the Abolitionists, his
friend and co-worker, Rev. George Gerden, being
incarcer;tted in jail, in Cleveland, for aiding slaves
to escape, and d ying soon after he was liberated.
He remained on the home farm till he was twentyseven, and then establisheri himself in the mercantile business in Hnycsville, Ashland County, and
later was simibrly engaged in Jeromesville, and •·emained a resident of Ashland County thirteen
years, and from there went to Greene County,
where he lived two and one-half years, and whence
he came to Springfield October 23, 1861. He located on North Street, and in 1872 bought a home
on Bowler Street, where he dwelt till 1886, when
he purchased a lot on North Fountain Avenue
and emcted his present desi rable residence, wherein
he enjoys the comforts procured by a substantial
income.
In his philanthropic work Mr. Boyd found a
faithful sympathizer and encourager in his devoted
wife, formerly Miss Sarah Taggart, a native of'
Nova Scotia, to whom he was marri ed September
16, 1844. They have two children living, Salome
Elizabeth and Harry.
This brief life record of our subject is sufficient
to show that he possesses a pure, iofty nature that
is tru e to the right whatever betides. His kindly
heart still glows with sympathy for the unfor-
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tuna.te, and he is as ready as ever to cham pion
the oppressed and to do battle against wrong in any
form . He is a deep thinker and a great reader,
and is the author of a famous wol'l< that I~ caused
much discussion in the relig-ious world, the book
referred to being entitled "The Ten Tribes of
Israel," which was issued under the nom de plume
of Timothy R. Jenkins, an<l in it is proved conclusively to the intelligent reader that the Indians
are descendants of those tribes. Mr. Boyd is a
member of the Reformed Presbyterian Church,
while Mrs. Boyd and her daughter belong to the
United Presbyterian Church .

e

HRISTIAN K . HERSHEY. The career of
this young gentleman, now Mayor of Osborn, Greene County, and editor of the Osborn J;ocal, has been one of painstaking industry,
stu<liousness, and zeal. The lives of few men· of
his yc.'\rs present so striking an example of the success that can be obtained through determination
and good con<luct, and to few is greater respect
awarded , or a better position secured.
The Hershey family is of G erman extraction , the
first of the name whom we note being Abraham
Hershey, a farmer and stockman ol Pennsylvania.
In Lancaster County, of that State, his son, also
named Abraham , was born, and there learned the
tra<le of a painter. While a young man he removed to Buffalo, N. Y., where he worked at his
trade, and where he marrie<l Miss Fannie Long.
The wife ani! an infant daughter died there, and
soon after the bereaved busban<l came to Clark
County, Ohio. There he continued his former occn pation, and after his second marriage located on
a small farm, but still followed his tra<le, at which
he has labored forty years. He now lives near
Mertway, and although quite old, is still bale and
hearty. He belongs to the Mennonite Church. His
second wife died in 1863, and be contracted a third
matrimonial alliance.
The mother of ·our subject was horn in Bethel
Township, Clark County, and bore tbe maiden name
of Anna Kline. Her father, C. D. Kline, a native
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of Lancaster County, Pa., ran a tailor shop there
until some time in the 30's , wlien he came to Ohio
in a wagon. He seWed in the township in which
she was born, purchasing a tract of land which he
improved , also continuing to work at his trade. Althoug-h a poor man when he came here, be is now
worth about $10,000, which has been acquired by
his own efforts. He is still living on his farm, and
has now reache<l the age of seventy eight years. He
is a member of the Mennonite Church. When he
came to this section , the site of Spdngfiel<l coul<l
have been bought for $500, ani! he was anxious to
purchase it; his brother Samuel ha<l more money
than he, but would not furnish him security, and
he was not able to purchase without it. Mrs. Anna
(Kline) Hershey bore her husband two children,
the subject of this sl>etch being the first-born, and
the other , a son, who died in infancy.
The third marriage of our subject's father, was
blessed by the birth of nine children: Mary is now
at hom e; Anna, Mrs. Kauffman, lives in Osborn;
Abraham resides in Ansonia, Darke County; Ha t-ry
and Andt·ew live in Bethel Township, ljlark County;
Daniel is with our subj ect; Hettie lives with her
sister, Mrs. Kauffman, iu Osborn; John and 1.1-Ieno
are at borne.
C. K. Hershey was born .January 9, 1861, in
Bethel Township, Clark County, and reare<l all!!
crlncaterl there until eight years old. He then went
to live with his gran<lfather Kline, having good
common school advantages until twelve years old,
when he was thrown on his own resources. He engaged in farm work summ ers, and in winters worked
for his boar<l and attended school, cletermine<l to
acquire a better education an<l fit himself fot· a good
position in life. At the age of sixteen years, he
was able to pass· an examination and secure a county
teacher 's certificate, altlwugh he ilid not engag~ in
teaching, but worked at the painter's trarle.
In 1880 young Hershey carne to Osborn and entered th e employ of J. H. Barkman, with whom he
rrnnained eight years. Beginning as an errand boy,
and without a <lollar in money, (having ~pent all
for books the previous winter), he worked his way
to the position of head clerk within two years. ln
1881 he spent two months in attending the Miami
Commercial College at Dayton ,and in 1882 attended

348

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

===---==================~=========================

three montbs and was gracluated,after which he took
charge of the books of the firm, holding the position of heart clerk ancl book-keeper until the fall of
18tl4 . Having saved uis money, he then became
a partner with a one-fourtl! interest in the establishment, with which be continued his connection
until January, \8 88, when he sold his interest.
The next en terprise of Mr. Hershey was a journalistic one, as upon selling his mercantile interest
he bought the printing office of the Osborn L ocal,
and became its editor. Th e sl!ee t which he conducts is a seven column folio, which is newsy and
popular; a job office is also run . When Mr. Her·
shey became of age l!e was elected City Clerk, and
lJCld the office four years, after which he becam e
Assis tant Postmaster. Tl!ese duties ditl not pre·
vent l!is attention to the merca ntile business in
which he had embarked.
An important step in th e life of M1·. Hershey,
was taken March 13, 1888, when in Dayton he was
;mited in marriage with Miss Lettie L. Kepler, au
eclucatecl and refin ed young woman, who makes home
attracti ve, and is a credit to the society in which
she moves. She was born in Montgomery County,
her fath er, William Kepler, being a prominent
farm er of Perry Township. lilt-. and Mrs. Hersl!cy
have one child, Granville, born August 5, 1fl89.
Mr. Hershey belongs to the Knigl!ts of Pytuias,
rtnd tile lntlependent Order of Odd Fellows, in Osborn, being Secretary of the latter lodge, and a
charter member of the form er. He · is an active
Democrat, ancl a member of the County Central
Committee. He belongs to tile Lutl!eran Church,
is Treasurer of tile Sunday-school, and teacl!er of
the Bible class, his example adding weight to the
precepts which he unfolds, and proving an influence
for goorl throughout th e entil·e community.

ILLIAl\I D. JOH:"'SON, late a prominent
and very wealthy reside nt of Miami Township, Greene County, departed this life at
his homc&tead June 3, 1875. He was born July
10 , 1808 in l\!ason County, Ky ., where he was
given a practical education in the common srllool

and su bseq uently occupied himself as a teachc:r.
On the 16til of January, 1834, he was united in
marriage with Miss Hannah M. Brewer, and soon
afterward was employed as a dry-goods salesman in
Mr. 1\iill~s store. He came to Ohio about 1828. His
first l:msiness enterprise was as a mercilant at Mad
River and later he rente<! the Hertzler mill , whicl!
he conducted successfully for two years. Finally
l!e pmcbased the Clifton mill at Clifton, which he
operated for a number of years successfully and
then retired from active labor.
Mr. Jol!nson was a man of good business abilities, well informed and was frequently selected to
act as administrator in the settlement of estates.
He was administrator of the Knott estate an•l was
settling tb e affairs of tile Hertzler estate at tile
time of his tleath. For a number of years l!e officiated M County Commissioner. Tile l'resl)yterian
Churcl! founcl in him one of its chief pillars,he se•·ving as an Elder for years. He maintained a warm
interest in Sunday-school work and frequ ently engaged as a teacher. Politically, he was a sound
Republican. He was owner of a farm in Miam i
Town sl!ip wl!ercon he effected good improvements
nucl which nnd et· his wise.management became the
source of a handsome inco me. He was successful
in the accumulation of property and at his death
left his widow with a fortune of over $100,000 besides $50,000 devoted to charitable purposes. His
parents were James and Clemeney (Dunavon)
Johnson , natives of Kentucky and wlw spent their
last years in Ohio. There was born to them a family of eleve n children .
1\Irs. Bannai! M. (Brewer) Johnson was born in
Lewis County, Ky., July 20, 1811, and was the
youngest chilcl of John and Rachel (Dun avon)
Brewer, who were natives of Maryland, where they
were married and whence tl!ey removed to Kentucky at au early day. The Brewer family was of
English descent and the paternal grandparents of
Mrs. Jollnson were natives of England.
After removing to Kentucky Mr. Brewer purchased the old homestead of his wife's father, near
Orangeburg, Mason County, and there with his
estimable wife he spent th e remainder of his days.
The mother ci ied in 1834, after the decease of her
hu sband . They were th e parents of tbil"tecm cl!il-
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drcn of whom Hannah M. is the only survivor. She
received only limited education al advantages and
was reared to womanhood under the parental roof,
receiving careful home training and becoming
thoi'Ough mistress of all useful houschol<l duties.
Of her union with Mr. John~on there were bom no
children, but Mrs. Johnson has taken and reared
scvemllittle ones, bringing them up as her own.
Mrs. Johnson like her husbanrl, united with the
Presbyterian Church early in life. Since he1· hus.
band's death she has had charge of all the property
and has managed it in a remarkable wise and judicious manner. She gives liberally to the poor and
unfortunate and is always willing and anxious to
nssist those who will try to help themselves. As a
prominent member of the Woman's Missionary
Society she, with her large resources, is able to do
much good . She bas been quite an extensive traveler, and keeps herself posted upon the imporhmt
happenings all over the world. Although approaching the seventy-ninth year of her age, she is remarkably active, with a clear, bright minrl, and bids
fair to live and attend to her business for many
years to come.

JJ

AliU<:S W ALJ,ACE COLLINS. Among the
citizens of Greene County, who not only
were born here, but have passed their entit·c
~ existence within its limits, prominent mention is due the subject of this biograpl1ical notice,
whose portrait is presenU:d in connection with his
personal sketch. He is a successful agriculturist,
and an educated Christian gentleman, whose integrity of character and kindness of disposition
ha vc won for him fl'ier.ds wherever he has been.
The farm adjoining his present homestead was
the early home of Mr. Collins, and there he was
born February 16, 1832. His father, William
Collins, was the son of another William, who came
from Yurk County, Pn., to this section about 1812,
when tbe father of our subject was twelve years
old, he having been born in 1800. The grandparents of our snlJject settled on a piece of land
near Clifton, about seven miles northwest of
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X enia, on what is now known ns the Fairfield Pike.
There they reared a family of ten children, the
brothers and siste1·s of our subject's father b'cing:
Joseph , Samuel, .John, .James, Mary (commonly
callerl Polly), Elizabeth (Betsey), Elinore, Grace
and Jbbe. William marrier! Miss ll!ary, daughter
of Squire George Galloway, whose cousin, Maj .
.James Galloway, was of National fame. Her parents came to Oldtown from Louisville, Ky ., about
the beginning of the nineteenth century , having
come from County Antrim, Ireland, some years
previously.
After their marriage William Collins ancl his
wife settled on the homcstea<l where our subject
was born, the husband having bought a farm, whkh
he at once began t.o cleat· and improve. There his
wife died at the age of fifty-four years, leaving
fom children-George, James "V., Lydia C. and
Ma~·tha.
The latter, who is now deceased, became
the wife of David Bradfnte ; Lydia is now the
widow of Henry Corry. The father made a second marriage, choosing as his companion 1\-frs.
Catherine Hoy, who also bore him four children.
J ames W. Collins, the subject of this biographical notice, was educated with a view to entering
tbe ministry, but owing to somewhat feeble health
he was obliged to adopt n vocation which would
give him exerci'se in the open air. . He tterefore
chose a farmer's life, beginning on eighty-five acres
of the old homestead , to which he added sixty-six
acres, and still more recently fifty-three more.
The most of the land has been taken by him from
the forest, placed in a state of thorough cult.ivation and furnished with excellent improvements,
which include all needful buildings, fences, fruit,
etc. For fourteen years he lived in the city of
Xenia, but returned to his farm in 1886, his wife
being then in very poot· health, and only living
about two years after their return to their former
home.
The death of Mrs. Collins took place Octo her 30,
1888, after a hnppy wecl<lcd life of a qunrter of a
century, her marriage having been celebrated in
1863. She bore the maiden name of Mary J. Gordon , was born in York County, Pn. , a.nd was a
daughter of And1·ew Gordon , for whom her only
child is named. The son is now a young man,
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and living with his father on tb.e farm on which
his early life was spent. He has an excelltnt common-school education, and having a taste for farm
life, will probably continue in that line of business.
Mr. Collins and his son belong to the United
I>re~bytcriun Church , of which the deceased wife
und mother was also a member. She was reared
under the old school Presbyterian teachings, and
Mr. Collins in that branch of Reformed Presbyterianism popularly known as the Seceders Church.
He belongs to the Republican party, and has
always voted that ticket. His father was one of
three men who voted the first anti-slavery ticket in
this county, and was a director in the gt·eat underground railroad. Our subject well remembers
that when be was a lad of some seven years he
helped hitch up the team to conv ey a party of
colored people who bad been hidden in their bouse,
to the next station, on their flight for liberty. There
were six women and one man in the party.

OHN A. BARBER, a son of tbe earliest pioneers of Greene County, anu at present residing in Cedarville Township, was born
within n mile of where he now lives, first
opening his eyes to the light December 23, 1823.
His father was John Barber, Sr., and his paternal
grandfather was William Ba,-ber, a native of Ireland, who crossed the Atlantic at an early day, and
settled in Washington County, Pa. In that county
the father of our subject was born, and lived until
reaching man's estate. Then starting out for himself, he proceeded to Pittsburg, and thence went
down on a raft or tlatbmtt to Cincinnati, from which
point he traveled to Xenia, this State, on foot.
John Barber, Sr., commenced his battle with the
world dependent upon his own resources, and upon
arriving in this county, secured work in a sawmill
in the hamlet of Xenia, which was then the site of
but fonr houses. He was employed by a Mr.
Campbell, who put up the first mill in this county,
this being located on Shawnee Creek, ncar Xenia.
John Barber worked in the mill for several years ,
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and in the meantime, in company with his brotherin-law, Alexander Foster, purchased four hundred
acre~ of Government land, for which they paid
$1.25 per acre. In due time they moved upon this
and commenced its improvement and cultivation.
They were joined by the father. and the balance of
the family, who took up more land adjoining, and
there the old people spent the remainder of their
days. John Barber after a time ~ole! a part of his
farm and purchased othet·land, which subsequently
became the property of his son, Samuel, who is now
deceased. That is still familiarly known as the old
Barber place.
The mother of our subject bore the maiden name
of Sarah Mnrtin. Of her marriage with ,Jo]m Bnrber there was born a family of eleven children, one
of whom died young. The remaining ten grew to
mature years, and seven are yet Jiving. John A.,
like his brothers and sisters, was reared under thP
home roof, and at an early age was taught the habits of industry and economy which followed him
all through life. When setting about the estab·
lishment of a home of· his own, he was wedded to
Miss Eliza, daughter of Andrew Galloway, one of
the earliest settlers of this county. To them there
were botn two children, only one of whom is living, William H., who is married and residing on
b1s farm , a half mile west of Cedarville; he has no
children. Mrs. Eliza Barbet· departed this life at the
homestead in 1866 .
Our subj ect was again married, in 1868, to Miss
Sally, daughter of Enos Townsley. The latter was
the son of John Townsley, one of the earliest pioneers of Cedarville Township. Of this union there
were born two children, both daughters, Eva and
Florence, who are attending the school in CedarviJJP., and making their home with their parents.
The mother of Mrs. Barber was in her girlhood
Sarah McCoy, daughter of James McCoy of ScotchIrish ancestry, and a native of Kentucky . Mr. and
Mrs. Bat·ber arc most worthy representatives of the
pioneer element in this county, horn and reared in
the log cabin, and in the early days when people
went to mill on horseback with a jug in one end of
the bag, and their grist in the other. Those time~
called forth all the natural kindness and hospitality
of humanity, when each man had an interes~ in bis
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neighbor's welfare. Mr. Barber before his marriage worked on a farm west of Ceclarv ille, but this
he soon sold and purchased that where his son now
lives. The lattm· comprises one hundt·cd acres, nnrl
was all in timber when coming into Mr. Barber's
possession. It is now a finely cultivated fr.rm, and
valuable.
After his second marriage, Mr. Barber remo vc<l
to a farm of one bundt·ed and fifty -seven acres lying on the Columbus Pike, a mile and a half east
of the village, ancl which was a part of the first
farm opened in t he conn ty, and known as the Enos
Townsley place. l\Ir . Harber is a l'rohibitionist
with Democratic proclivities, and both he an n his
esti mable wife are prominenL!y connected with the
United Presbyterian Church of Cedarville.

IN ITY MET HOD IST EPISCOPAL
C HURCH, Xenia. On Septembe r 19, 1863,
at a quarterly conference of the Xenia Method ist Epistopal Church, it was resolved ' 'That it is
t he cluty of this charge to erect n second church in
Xenia." The matte r bad been discussed some years
before, ancl on November 14, 1863, the Rev. William I . Fee n.ppointed as a Board of Trustees for the
new church, Alfred Trader,, Willia m Sweeney, Alfred· Thirkield, M. D. Gatch, Charles R. 1\fenick,
William F . Pelham, Samuel Newton, John L. Con nable, ancl Henry Barnes. The subscriptions having reac hed $15,000, a beautiful lot on the northwest corner of Main and Monroe Streets, was
secllre cl , and thP. contract let to Messrs. Tobias
Drees (See sketch) and Patt~rson . The corn et· stone
of the new building was laid May I 4, I 864, witi.J
appropriate ceremonies.
The flt·st pastor to wh"t was now called Trinity
l\1cti.Jodist Episcopal Church, was the Rev. George
C. Crum, who organized n society of on e hundred
and twenty-three members, ·o ne hnnclrcd and nineteen by transfer· from tbe First 1\feti.Jodist Episcopal Church, and four by letter·. The first religious
service was held in the college chapel, September
18, 1864, the sermon being from II. Thessalonians,
ii. and iii. chapters, beginning with the words '•Now
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the Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God, even our
Father," and conclmling "Fi nally, brethren, pray
for us th at the word of the Lonl m<ty have free•
co11rse and be glori fied." The ~nnday-school was
organized in the sprin g , with William Sweeney as
Superintendent; and A. Thirkielcl, Assistant Superintendent. Th e lecture room of the new church
ed ifice was completed November 30, 1864, and t he
lirst sermon preached therein by the Rev. ,J. L.
Grover , pastor of the Fit·st Church . On October
1, 1865, the com pleted building was dedicatee] by
Dr. Wiley, of Cincinnati ,whose text on that occasion
was Luke, 7th chapter and 5th verse. Pastor Crum
asked for $ 10,000 with whiC!h to meet their liabilities, and his request being responded to by $ 12,000,
the churcb was cledicnted free from debt. An e)e.
gant parsonage was b11ilt in ti.Jc summer of 1878,
adjoining the church, uncler tbe leadership of the
Rev. W. N. Brodbeck, now of Boston. During the
pastorate of the Rev. D. W. Clark, in 1885, the lecture r·oom was nlterecl and improved , and in 1888,
umler the pastorate of the Rev. A. N. Spahr, the
audience room was thoroughly reconstructed , making it a I.Jeautiful room indeed. The present membership of the soci ety is two hundred and twenty.
--0--

REV. A. N . SPAH R. While this section of country was an almost unbroken wilderness, Edward
Spahr and hi s family cRme here . from Virginia . .
Locatin g fom miles east of Xenia, he cleared off a
tract of lnnd in the forest, and there spent the remnimler of Lis life, dying more than .twenty yenrs
ago. Among the members of his family was a son
Gideon, who wns hut n child when be came to this
county, in which he grew to maturity, and became
well known and highly honored. Upon reaching a
suit&i>le age, he ail opted the occupation of a farmer,
which he has prosecuteil clming his life, although
he has also been engaged in another ancl far differ·
cnt sphe.re of labor. In early life he id entifi er!
himsel f with the l\'lethoclist Episcopal Church- in
this city, and many years ago he became a local
preacher. But few local preachers have been more .
useful than he, and no man of Greene Connt.v is
better known or more highly respected. He is now
livin g a retirccl life in the village of Lrrmberton,
Clinton County, bis noble companion surviving
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with him. This lady bore the maiden name of
Elizabeth Kyle, and to her care and training the
children owe much of their fine character and use.
ful acquisitions.
The gentleman with whose name this sketch is
introduced, is the eldest child of the Rev. Gideon
nnd Elizabeth Spahr. The other children of the
family are: Mrs. Cornelia Smith , of Van Wert,
Ohio; Rohert S., of Xenia Township, who won an
honorable record in the service of his co;:mtry dnr·
ing the late war; the Rev. S. K. Spahr, a leading
minister of the Protestant Methoclist Church, who
has within the past year been transferred to Long
I sland, N . Y.; Mrs. Julia Cummings, of Jamestown;
Sarah, who is unmarried and living with her par·
ents; Dr. D. E. Spahr, of Clifton; and James Clinton Spahr, a farmer in Clinton County.
The subject of this notice was born in Greene
County, ncar Xenia, August 27, 1835, his home
being on a farm until l10 became a Rtudent in Ce·
darville Acad<Jmy. He was admitted to the Cincinnati Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
in 1855, his first charge being the New Burlington
circuit. Since that time he has been engaged in
pastoral work, among other appointments, preach.
ing in Cincinnati six years, three years in Wesley
Chapel, which is the mother church of Methodism in
that city,and three years io the York Street Methodist
Episcopal Church. Three years were spent by him
in Urbana, Champaign County, the beautiful Grace
Church being built during his pastorate. He traveled the Springfield District for four years as Pre·
siding Elder, and is now in the midst of the fomth
year of his pastorate of Trinity Church, Xenia.
For thirty-five years he has been in the Cincinnati
Conference, and in this last appointment he is
preaching almost in sight of the place of his birth.
It would be supererogation in the biographer to
multiply woFds regarding the character ot· ability
of the Rev. Mr. Spahr. "By their fruits ye shall
know them," is as true as other utterances in the
Divine wonl, and the many who have sat under
the teaching of our subject, and felt his inOuence,
can testify better than any words of ours to the
purity of his life, and the reality of his Christian
faith.
The marriage of the Rev. A. N. Spahr and Miss

Mary A. Osborn, was celebrated August 19, 1856,
at the home of the bride's father, A. W. Osborn,
an old resident of Cedarville. Mrs. Spahr lived until September 20, 18RO, when she was called hence,
the husband being at that time pastor of St. Paul's
Church at Eaton, Ohio. She not only left behind
her the memory of a loving and devoted wife and
mother, btlt in whatever society she was tbrown
she won respect and good will. Of the children
whom she bore, five arc yet living. They are: Jo·
sepb W., now in business with P. P. Mast & Co.,
of Springfield; Alice Luella, wife of Mr. Maurice
E. Baird, of Troy, Ohio; Mary F ., wife of Dr. H.
F. Rose, of Paulding, Ohio; Miss AI bertie A., and
Paul R.
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Ol-IN BELL MASON. In the ranks of the
substantial farmers of Greene County, this
gentlem an is worthy of prominent consid·
eration, having by frugal living and prudent
management acquired n fine property, which brings
him a comfortable income. He is serving his second term as J nstice of the Peace, having been
llrst elected in 1884, and discharging the duties of
the position with such ability and faithfulness as to
ensure his re -election. He has also filled the office of
Township Clerk for six years, besides serving as
Assistant Assessor under John 'f. Hogue of Xenia,
and as a Constable of Ibis township.
}(eligiously, Mr. Mason affiliates with tbe Society
of Friends, and h1 political matters, casts his bal.
lot and influence in favor of the Republican party.
He served as a musician during the late war on tbe
Union side, enlisting ~ay I, 1864, in Company G,
One hundred and Fifty-fourth Ohio Infantry, and
by his inspiriting national ballads contributed to
enthuse the soldiers.
The father of Mr. Mason , Joseph by name, was
born in Columbiana, Hamillon County, Ohio,
October 21, 1800, and was orphaned at the early
age of four years. After that sad event had deprived him of his natural protectors, he came with
his uncle, Joseph Chenoweth, to Waynesville. In the
homestead established by Mr. Chenoweth the lad
grew to a stalwart manhood, and then, embarking
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in life for himself, carne to BelliJrook, and clerked
in a store for Jeo!l'rey ·Truman. He had first entered the employ of 1\Ir. Tmman in Waynesville;
but when the latter removed to Bellbrook, his
clerk followed him. He was in the employ of Jerry
Gest after his marriage until 1834, when !Je commenced operations as a farmer.
Joseph Mason, in 1836, located on a fifty-acre
tract of land, where his son, .Tohn B. now resides.
On til is !Jomestea<l, w!Jich is situated one-half mile
south of Spring Valley, tuHl which he em belli shed
by modern improvements, he passed the remainder
of his life and there died January 30, 1871. He held
the office of Justice of the Peace to which he was
~lccted in 1838, for a period of more than t!Jirty
years, and served as well as Coun\y Assessor two
terms, and Town Clerk and Assessor. He was at one
time Mayor of llellhrook, and was n stanch Democrat, during his early years,IJutwhen President Jackson vetoed the National Bank bill, he turned over to
the Whigs, ani! later entered the ranks as a strong
and prominent Republican. He was an ardent supporter of the Lincoln administration.
Our subject was one of three children , but besides himself only one was rP.ared to ycs.rs of maturity, l\Iarilla, who is the wife of Joseph Rust, of
Dayton, Ohio. The mother, Mary Bell, was born
August 25, 1808, in Lycoming County, Pa., to
Stephen 'ljld Hannah (Scudder) Bell, natives respectively of New Jersey and Pennsylvania. His
·Occupation was that of a millwright, an<l at an
early day he came overland to the Buckeye State,
thence down the Ohio River on a flatbout, and
stopped temporarily at Xenia. About the year
1814 he located· on a farm of ninety acres, nne! on
it laid out the town of Bellbrook. He served in the
War of 1812, but otherwise worked uninterruptedly
at his trade and on his farm. Eleven children
came to his wife and himself and were named respectively: John S .• William, Charles, Aaron , Rebecca, (Mrs. A. Lehman) Mary, Naomia, (Mrs.
Brandenhurg), l'ermelia, who first married William Shoemaker and later became the wife of Morton Brown; Cassandra,:who married J.P. Sanders;
Benjnmin, and Franklin J. Stephen Bell died in
Springfield, this State, in 1852. His wife bad departed this life in 1839, when sixty-tltree years
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olcl. The Bell family trace Lhcir ancestry back to
Wales.
In the town of Bellbrook, which derived its name
from his grandfather, John Bell Mason was born
June 13, 1831, and was reared to man's estate on
the fann where be now resides. He attended the
common school, aud later was a student in the
High School in Springfield. He passed three winters there, in the meantime devoting the summer
season to farm work. After he left school, he engage<! as a teacher for one term, and was finally
graduated from the Dayton Comme1·cial College
April 20, 1853.
After leaving college, om· subject began to clerk
in ·a store in Spring Valley , and in June, 1854, went
to Muscatine, Iowa. In that city be was married,
April 22, 1855, to Miss Mary Jane, daughter of
Joseph and Pbrebe Jane (Wallis) Cook, who were
natives of Washington and Cayuga County, N. Y.
His occupation was that of a carpenter and farmer, and his death occurred in Iowa, December 18,
1874. All his children are now living, and are ten
in number, five <laughters :md five sons. Below we
give their names : Lydia, (Mrs. Herald) Stephen
W ., Mary J., Julia M., (Mrs Hobert) John P,
Joseph B., Sarah H ., (Mrs. Seeker) George D.,
FrankS. and Clara B. (Mrs. Smith).
Tile Cook family settled at a very early period
in New England, and Joseph B., was one of five
who first located in Calhoun County, Mich., where
he se1·ved as Treasurer, also Surveyor, and was one
of the organizers of the county. Three of his sons
served in the Civil War.
A family of children came to bless the union
of ou1· subject and his estimable wife, and they are
recorded as follows: Marilla J., who became the wife
of John T. Brown, of Centerville, Ohio; Lizzie
B., the widow of Ephraim Hartsock, of Warren
County; Joseph C., a resident of Montana; D.
JIIont and Frank E. at home. They rnnk among
tlle first families of theit· community and are accorded the highest respect among their numerous
circle of friends.
The paternal gramlfather of our subject was
James Mason who mnnied Eleanor Chenoweth, a
native of the Old Dominion. He hnd emigrated
from Tennessee to Ohio, and his wedding was eel-
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ebrated near Waynesville, tile latter State. Five
present site of Cincinnati, und tl!ence in wagons to
Springfield, which at that time was included in
children came to bless tile union, namely· Philip,
Champaign County, subsequent to the organization
Joseph, James, Smia and Maria. Tiley all married,
of Clark County.
antl with the exception of James, who died when
1\faj. Robert Christie soon after his arrival in
young, became the paren Ls of families. The mother
of our subject now lives with him. She has in her . Springlield settled on a. tract of heavily-timbered
land nortuwest of the city, a part of which is now
posess ion, a piece of calico purchased by her grandincluded in Ferncliff Cemetery, and for some time
mother Scudder at seventy-five cents per yard.
after he located on it l!e could shoot deer and
other game within its limits, the surrounding
country being in a very wild, sparsely settled condition. Maj. Christie was a resident of Springfield
until his deatl!, bearing an honorable part in its
~~
---~OBERT C. WOODWARD, City Librarian,
opbuilding in the early days of its settlement.
J
11 (1 Springfield, is eminently fitted by his culture
The maiden name of his wife was Sarah Goodrich,
!!' \, anti cxermtive ability for this important ofand sl!e spent her last years in this city, where she
Ike , and he star.rls pro-eminent among the
died in 1852. She was the daughter of the Rev.
gifted and enlightened minds who are potent in
Sewell Goodrich, a well-known divine of the Ct5nadvancing the educational, social and religious ingregational Ci.Jurch, and, witl! her husband, was an
terests, and in oti.Jcr ways promoting the wclfat·e
original mem her of the First Presbyterian Ci.Jurch,
of this his native city. 1\fr. Woodward is the
at Springfield. An earnest, consistent CI.Jristian,
tlescendant of well-known pioneers of this county,
she was clearly loved aocl widely respected.
and was born in Springfield, June 3, 1829. His
fati.Jcr, .Jacob Sci.Jencl> Woodward, was a native of
R. C. Woodward, the subject of this biograpi.Jical
Chester County, Pa., though of New England parreview, was only ti.Jree months old when his fathet·
entage, and in early life learned ti.Je trade of a
diet!, and theu the care of him devolved entirely
spinner and weaver. He came to Springfield, when
upon uis mother. She nobly took up the task of
quite a young man, in the early years of its
rearing i.Jcr two sons, and as a teacher earned the
settlement, and followed his trade here for. a time,
money for their support, and gave them the advannod t!Jen engaged in tue mercantile business, and
tages of an excellent rudimeutary educat4C>n. After
was actively identified with the same until his
her second marriage with J. 15. Nichols, which
denti.J in the montu of September, 1829, when a
took place in 1837, her son Robert attended the
valuable citizen and a true Christian gentleman
Ohio Conference High School, and was subsequently
was early removed from the sphere of his usefulone of the first students to enter ''VittcnlJerg Colness. Tile maiden name of the mother of Robert
lege. He studied hard during l.Jis attendance at
C. Wood ward was Sarah Christie, and she was
ti.Jnt institution, and gained a high runk in his
born in New Hampshire, in the town of New Bosclasses, and it was with regret that he felt obliged
to relinquish l.Jis cherished hope of a completed
ton, Hillsboro County, in 1808. She was a daughter of 1\faj. Hobert Ci.Jristie, who came to Springcollege erlucation. For two ye~rs thereafter he was
field, m 1817, bringing witl1 him bis aged fatuer,
engaged in setting type in the Republic office, and
Jesse Christie, who lived to the age of eighty-eig!Jt
at tbe end of that time he was promoted to the
position of foreman. Three months later the Cinyears.
Maj. Robert Christie was reared in N ew Hampcinnati Commercial offered !Jim a place as a comshire and went from there to Washington, Vt.,
positor on account of his ability to read shorthand,
whence he came to Ohio in 1817, the removal
and he acted in that capacity in that office for
three monti.Js, and at the same time pursued a combeing made with teams to the Allegheny River,
and thence. clown that river to Pittsburg and the
mercial course with R. S. Bacon. After a year's
Ohio River in a flatboat, to Ft. Washington, the
experience in selling books and papers on the Little
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Miami line of railway, establishing a route for the
snle of daily papers, he nccepted a position as
book-keeper in Davenport, Iowa,whe.re he remnincd
for ncnrly two years. Aftet· his return to Springfield he went into business as a bookseller in 1859
buying out a store, jllld ma naged it until September, 1861, when he relllovc!l to Limn, Ohio, where
he engaged in the same business. During !Jis residence th ~ re his first wife, n lovely aml beloved
woman , died, her death occuning in Springfield,
June I, 1865.
In 1869, our subject, in company with his stepbrother, W. G. Nichols, repurchased his old book
store, and unite<! with it a job printing office,
which they managed succeRsfully for nearly two
ye:us, when Mr. Woodward retired from the 6rm.
In 1877 the City Conncil, through the Board of
Trustees, appointed him City Libral'i:m. Mr. Woodward found the library in a "pi-ed" ccndition when
he first took charge of it, but with characteristic
vigor he at once entered upon its improvement,
and by his devotion to his duties and his practical
.a nd systematic methods of work he has evolved
or<ler out of confusion, an<l bas made it one of the
best conducted libraries in the State. In order to
give the reader an idea of the work accomplished
by himself and fai thful assistants, we append the
following from the last annual report :
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selected books, making a total o f nearly 14,0 00 volumes, with 6,000 card holclers, and an annual circulation that has rPached t!O,OOO; tl1e adoption of
n unique classification which requires fewer figures
and less wot·k than usually found in libraries of this
size; a clelivery system for receiving and issuing
of books, which bas been highly complimented for
its rapidity and accuracy· a orreat card catalogue
with its ample index, i~ wl~cb are recorded on
cards, the t itle, author nnd full descri ption of cvc•·y
volum e; tho unifot·m observance of rules an<l the
ease and regularity of the system employee! in lhc
wot·k, receiv ing appreciation and praise from (Xl.·
trons and visitors, and placing this library on the
list of the best concl uctcd of si milar institutions in
our country. "
Mr. Woodward bas been twice married. He was
first wedded, April 10, 1860, to Miss Abbie Eliza·
beth Crooker, a native of Chelmsford, Mass. She
was well educated and taught in the Springfield
schools five years· with great etiiciency. During
the wnr she was actively and prominently identified
with the Women's Christian Commission, at Lima,
and many a poor soldier had cause to bless her
kindness and charity. A woman of large heart, refine<! sympathies, and of lovely personal qualities,
her death, in 1865, was deeply mourned by a large
circle of friends.
Mr. Woo<lward's marriage to his present wife
occurred October 10, 1876, and to her devotion
and sympathy' be owes much of the com fort nod
"As in the lives of individuals, so with public
happiness of his life and he finds her of great asinstitutions there are periods which knd on to suc.
cess, or mark the beg inning of retrogrml e move- sistance in his duLies as a librarian. 1\lrs. Woodments. Thirteen years ago this library stood on ward's maiden name was Harriet De Witt, and she
the eve of such a period with its 4, 797 volumes,
is a native of this State, born in Wyandot County,
without catalogue, proper classification or system- a daughter of John C. and Artemesia (Mason)
atic methods. A ehrmge wo.s decided upon and reDeWitt. She is fin ely educated, possesses strong
mov~<l to present quarters made.
W ithout specifying in detail the difficulties that had to he mental endowments and a high character, and ns a
overcome in establishing plans of modern improve . teacher in the Springfield schools, which position
ment, the extra unrequited toil the work requirc<l, , she held' for several years previous to her mnr.
the criticisms while the work was in progt·ess that " riage, she showed a special fitness for that profesoften brought discouragement to thoHe employed,
sion. The on ly grief of t he wedded life of Mr. and
let me briefty review who.t has hccn accomplished.
For n~o~other period of the library's history hilS Mt·s. Woodward has been the death of their only
come, when the library again is to be removed, and child in infan~y.
take possession of a most royal gift wherein the
Wherever his lot has been cast 1\:lr. Woodward
library, if wisely conducted, will occupy broo.d er hns always identlfied himself with those wh o are
fields of usefulness and give still richer mental
most earnest in advancing the bigllest interests of
feast to all the inhabitants of our city. Among
the grand results thus far attained may be justly the community. While in Limn he wns a lender
among the Pn•sbyterians, and was for some time
m e ntion~d an increase of nearly 10,000 carefully
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Superintendent of the Sunday-school connected
with the clmn h of that denomination. In his native city he hns been closely identified with the
Congregational Cbmch for many years, assisting as
its youngest member in the organizaLion of the
church in 1852. In his political views he wns a
Free-Soiler in his early years, and cast his first
Presidential vote for John P . Hale, and be has been
a member of the Republican party since its formation.

Q
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ENJAMlN SEEVER. This aged Christian
and veteran in the worl< of sprea<ling the
.~IJ Gospel , !Jas Leen a resident of Clark County
~~ since 1855. For a time he resided in Enon
but at the close of the Civil War he purchased a
home in Springfield, where be is still living. He
still preac!Jes occasionally, although he has practically abandoned ministerial labors in which be has
been engaged for upwards of forty years. During
that extended period he has organizc<l societies in
different parts of Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and
North Carolina, and by the blessing of Go<l has
been the means of bringing many souls from narkness into the glorious light and libet·ty the gospel
-truth proclaims.
The Rev. Mr. Seever is of German ancestry, his
gnmdfather having been either horn in the Fatherland or of German p:uent.oge. Peter Seever, the
father of our subject, was born in Shepherdstown,
Va., and being left an orphan at a very early age,
uccompanien his oldest brother, Henry, to Kentucky when he was eight years old. There he remained until of age when he came to Ohio and
ia"entitied himself with the pioneers of Liberty
Township, Fairfield County. This was long before
the era of railroads or canals in this country and
the frontiersman was surrounded by wild animals,
among whom were many foes to man. A tract of
timber land was pmchased by Mr. s~ever, and a
hewed log bouse erected in which the subject of
this sketch was horn, September 10, 1~14 . His
mother bore the maiden name of Elizabeth Keller,
and was also of German descent, her birthplace being
pear York, Pa. She rested from her labors Decem-
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ber 17, lfl57, the busband and father surviving until February 20, 1859, when he too laid down the
burdens of life. Both p~t·ents were interred in Refugee Baptist burying groun<l, in the township
where tbey resided. They were t!Je parents of
fourteen cbihlrcn, of w!Jom thirteen reacbed years
of maturity. The maternal grandparents of the
Rev. Mr. Seever, were Henry and Catherine (Sitz)
Keller, who were also pioneers of Fairfield County,
their home being in Pleasant Township.
There were no free scbools during the boyhood
of our subject, and Lie attended those which were
conrlucted on the subscription plan in the traditional log schoolhouse. At an early age be began
to assist his father in clearing the land and tilling
the soil, and until he bad reached man's estate resided under the parental roof. When about twenty
years old, he had attended a camp meeting on
Pleasant Run, and there became persuaded of the
tmth of the Gospel and obedient to it. He united
with the Christian Church and ere long bad det<·nnincd to devote his talents to the promulgation
of the glad tidings of salvation. From that time
until he had passed some distance <lown the hill of
life he continued his bekJVed work in the sections
before noted.
Upon becoming a resident of Springfield, Mr.
Seever purchased twelve am·es of land extending
fr0m Main Street south to Washington Street, a
greatet· part of which has since been sold by him in
town lots. The first Pr~sidential vote wbicb he
cast was ' for Martin Van Buren, and at the formation of the Republican party be became identified
wit.h the new politica.l bony with which he hns since
acted. His life bas been that of a devout follower
of the Master in whose service he was engaged, and
all who know him, or are acquainted witb his labors,
acknowledge that he has ever endeavored to make
his practice correspond with the precepts in which
he believed and which he inculcated in the minds
of others.
The marriage of 1\fr. Seever and Miss Mary .J.
Johnson took place July 1, 1851, ant! has been
blessed by the birth of two children-Isaac Newton and Mattie Pearl. Mrs. Seever was born in
Hampshire County, Va., December 18, 1820, her
father, David Johnson, 4aving been a native of the
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same C'lunty. He was the son of a Scotchman who
came to America in Colonial days and spent the
later years of his life in thP. Old Dominion. The
father of Mrs. Seever was a farmer whose entire
life was spent in his native county, where his mortal remains repose in Timber Ridge Cemetery.
His wife, Cat.l1erine Bruner, was born in the same
county and was a daughter of George Bruner of
German ancestry. Her body was deposited by tbe
side of her busband,to await the resurrection morn.
Both she and ber husband were members of the
Christian Church, and their daughter was early
taught the great principles and Christian virtues
which •:nake life hon'lred, useful and happy.

ON. ROSWELL FENTON HOWARD. X enia is tbe home of many attorneys, whose
~~ried knowledge an<l keen pcrcep.tive qu~l
Ittcs ba vc rendered them conspicuous 111
the bar of tbe State, but perhaps the most prominent among them is this gentleman, who commencing to prnctice here in 183 7, has not only been in
active practice longer tban any other lawyer, but
is, doubl.\ess owing to his long residence here, also
the best known of all those conspicuous in this
profession. The senior member of the firm of Howard & Howard, his legal ability is unquestioned
and his forensic talents have been often displayed
before judge and jury. His extended knowledge has
won for him the degrees of Bachelor of Arts
and Master of Arts, while his service in the legis·
lative halls have won for him the title of Honorable,
by which he is familiarly known. A worthy scion
of a family that has given this nation men of
braino and upright character, be enjoys the ei!teem
of those to whom he is known, and bas gained a
a worthy position in life.
The immediate progenitor of our subject was
Cyms Howard, a native of Vermont, whence he
rcmovc<l to Hamilton County, Ohio, at an early
period in its history. As one of the pioneers of
that section he carri~d on the labor incident to developing a farm from the heavy timl.Jer of the primeval forest. making for himself and family a
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comfortable home in the midst of the sunounding
wilderness. He married Miss Lucy Fenton, whose
home was near Nort\1 Bend, and they became the
parents of a large family of children. The cause
of common schools foun'l in hiw an ardent advocate, as it did among all those stu rdy residents of
New Englnnil, and he aided in introducing the first
school into that locality. The people out of their
scanty means subscribed a sufficient amount for the
erection of a good hrick building, and after its
erection, the school was maiutained an entire year,
a very unusual circumstance even in older communities. Mr. Ho.,.,ard was a strong Whig, and voted
for John Quincy Adams and William Henry Horrison.
His ideas were quite in the advance of
those times, and his influence was great, although
he a voided public honors. His death occurred in
February, 1851, his widow surviving him until
April 25, 1885, when she passed from earth at tbe
extreme old age or ninety-two years. She was a
consistent member of the lllethodist Episcopal
Church.
The eldest son of this worthy couple was Solomon, who was a minister of the 1\IeLIIo,list Episcopal Church, and a distinguished scholnr and
eclucator. He received his diploma from Augusta
College, Ky. , after which he was elected Principal
of the Grammar scbool. He taught school at St.
Charles, Mo., in the Academy at Springfield, Ohio,
and in the" ·wesleyan University at Delaware, Ohio.
For more than twenty years be was the honored
President of Ohio University at Athens, and while
there r~cei.ved the degree of Doctor ofDivinity from
Miami University and the degree of Doctor of Laws
from Iowa State University. He died August 11,
1873, at San Jose, Cal., moumed by the" many to
whom his talents and upright chamcter had endcm·ed him.
The gentleman whose name initiates this sketch
was born in what is now College Hill, Hamilton
County, Ohio, July 20, 1814, and was in his youth
the recipient of more than ordinary advantages in
the way of culture. He was a student of Latin
and Greek while still at home, und while acquiring
a good understanding of the usual branches taught
in the low~r grades of his home school. He entered Miami University but left in his junior year,
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and goiug to Augusta , Ky. , completed tile college
course at the sclwol tiler~ , from which he was graduated in ! 832, witll the degree · of Bachelor of
Arts. He afterward received the degree of Master
of Arts from the same college.
After leaving college Mt·. Howard taugllt for n
time in the Woodwtml High School, at Cineiunati,
bter taking up the study of law under Daniel J .
Caswell and Ja0)b Piatt. Entering the J:.w school
at the same place he was gradunt<'d in 1837 with
t!Je degt·ee of Bacllelor of Laws and at once establbhed himself for practice in Xcuia. This city at
that time contained a population of about fifteen
hundred, to whom the yming lawyer was totally
unlmown. Without money, friends or influence, he
located here allll has made his way t0 prominence
in a court that was attenflcd by brilliant attorneys
from adjoining counties. He has been in practice
here for fifty-three years, the longest period of any
living resideut.
Although be has given most of his time to his
profession , Mr. Howard bas held some public offices.
He was a member of the Council and Mayor several years, s.s well as a membet· of the Board of
School Examiners. In 18G6 he was elected to the ,
Legislature on the Whig ticket, serving one term
under the ol<l constitution and two under the new.
While in the legi•lative body he was appointed on
several important committees, among t~em being
the Judiciary and Penitentiary. He still continues
his professional work, and although one of the
the veterans, is yet energetic, keen and discriminating.
In Miss Margaret Steele, of this city, Mr. Howard
found the qualities of mind and heart that be
thought desirable in a companion, and to her be
was united in marriage May 2, 1848. She was a
daughter of Prof. Thomas Steele, who taught here
until old age compelled his withdrawal from such
arduous duties as accompanying the profession of
a teacher. l\Irs. Howard was the recipient of an
excellent education, and was a lady of culture. To
her and her husband were born nine children, of
whom two are yet living. Charles Fenton, the
eldest, was e<lucate<l for the bar, but owing to poor
heaHh, has not practiced actively. He is, however,
a man of high legal ability. He is now Mayor of

Xenia, having been elected in 1888, just fifty years
after his father received the same ilonor; he was
re-elected in 1890, and is serving to the entire satisfaction of the community. His administration
is characterized by the active interest he takes in
all public measures rel:.ting to the social and commercial prosperity of tile city. Anotlter son, William Steele, was educated in tilis city and after
reading law with his father, entered the law school
at Cincinnati fifty years after ilis fatiler had entered the same school and was graduated from that
institution just fifty-two years after our subject received his diploma. He is now a member of the
law firm of Howard & Howard.
Subsequently to the death of his wife our subject married Miss Mary Hanna Pollock, whose
home was near Belle Center, Logan County, Ohio.
She is the daughter of William and Fanny Pollock, and was born in Canol County, this State.
She possesses the estimable character and cultured
mind that fits her for the position she occupies in
society nnd at the head of the family, The handsome home over which she presides is adorned by
one of the finest libraries in this pm·t of the ~tate,
comprising volumes that embody the best thoughts
of the sages, poets and scientists of different ~eot.u
ries, and is a somce of recreation as well as instruction to Mr. Howard, his family and friends.
A lithographic portrait of the Hon. llfr. Howard
appears elsewl.Jere in this volume.

AMUEL NAWMAN. This life-Jon<> resident of Clarl{ County is one of thos: cner·
getic, public. spirited and worthy men who
gain the esteem of their fellow-citizens and
who are pointed out as excellent representatives of
the farming communities. His home is located on
section 7, German Township, and comprises a part
of the old Nawman estate. It includes sixty-four
and seventy one-hundredths acres of productive
land under good cultivation, and bearing such improvements as are usually made by men of ability.
Mr. Nawman is of respectable German lineage
in both ancestral lines, and in his veins flow the
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bloo<l of patriot solrliers. Both Grandfather Naw1855. Mrs. Nawman was horn September 28, 1838,
man and Grcm<lfather Baker were Revolutionary
on the Blue River in Indiana, her parents being
Sl•ldiers, and his father participated in tbe War of
William Rhonemus (now deceased) and his wife,
1812. His parents, Thomasan rl Catherine (Eaker)
Matilda. During her girlhood he•· parents removed
Nawman , were born in the Old Dominion, whence
to Clinton County, Ohio, and after residing there
they emigrated to Clark County, Ohio, in 1806.
a few years took up thei r abode in Clark County.
They were among the very first, settle•·s of German
Sh e is a notnllle housew ife, a kind neighbor, and
Township, in which Gran<lfather Nawman also
devoted to her family. She united with the Chrismade a permanent settlement in 1809. He died
tian Church when thirteen years of age, and her
nhout twelve years afterward. A house was l.milt life has been mnl'l<ec! with a consistent endeavor to
of small ronnel logs, a puncheon floor put in, and
walk worthy of her high vocation. 1\Ir. Nawman
the Nawman family took up their residence in this
is a believer in the principles la;d down in the Republican platform .
primitive structure, whicll was subseqently replaced
by a better dwelling made of hewn logs. On JanA lm·ge family has been horn to Mr. and 1\'[rs.
uary 28, 1863, Thomas Nawmnn joined the "sheeted
Nawman, the survivors heing Thomas W ., Henry B.,
nations of the dead, ·' an excellent citizen and inEmma, Charles C., Ge01·ge W. , Jasper G. and Ollie.
dist.·ious pioneer being the•·eby removed fwm the The eldest daughter is now the wife of Irvin Bymaster.
midst of his fellow-m en. He was "Republican
during the latter years of his !if•·, and had formerly been a Whig. Of the children horn to llim .
and his good wife, the only survivors are the subject of this sketch and Magdaline, now Mrs. Birks,
whose home is in Springfield Township.
·~fc{EV. ADAM HAWKI~R. In additiorrto beinu0
On February 3, 1819, the eyes of Samuel Nnwl(ldf an efficient minister of the Reform Church
man opened to the light of day, and amid the scenes
~(\\\ the subject of this notice is also recognized
of pionee•· life he grew to manhood . In:the labors
~ as one of the lending farmers of Beaver
of development which were going on around him
Creek Township, Greene County. Of this he has been
he horo a part as his strength increased, and many
a life-long resiilent and is approaching the seventya scene of pionee•· life does he recall. A great
seventh year of his age,having been horn November
ehange has taken plnce in the country with which
I, 1813. His father's old homestead was the farm adhis childish eyes were familiar, and he takes a just
joining that which he now owns and occupies. He
pride in tbe development of which he has been an
has thus grown up with the c-ounty, becoming one
eye witness and to which he has contributed. In
of its solid landmarks and has contributed in no
common with his companions he attencled the eub.
unworthy manner to its growth and development.
scription schools which were held in the traditional
Andrew and Susan (Coy) Hawker came to Beaver
log schoolhouse, also enjoying somo of the publicCreek Township with the well-known Coy f!'mily
school privileges which are one of our nation's
in 1800, two years before Ohio was admitted into
pride at this day, The pupils of those early schools
the Union as a State. ThP.y settled on a half secalmost in varinbly became anxious to keep step with
tion of land in the western part of the township,
their count.y, and hy reading and observation have
where Andrew Hawker spent the remainder of his
increased the store of knowledge which they ac.
life, dying in 1850, at the advanced age of eightyquired in boyhood, This is the case with our
two years. He served in the War of 1812, and
su hjcct, who is well posted on general topics of
lived to see Southern Ohio transformed from a
iuformation.
wilderness to the abode of a ci ~ilized and .prosperThe estimable companion of Mr. Nawman bore
ous people.
the mai<len name of Louisa 111. Rhonemus. They
To the parents of Mr. l-hwk0.r there were born
were united in the bonds of wecllock August 26,
family of ten children, viz: Elizabeth, the wife of
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Abram Morgan; Mary, Mrs. John W. Wolf; .Jacob
who died ncar LaFayette, Ind.; Frederick; Catherine the wife of Emanuel Retter; Susannah, Mrs.
John Ar~y; Eve the wife of John Weaver of Daytun and now deceased; Adam, ont· subject; Barbara
1\Jrs. William S. Vnnclcnf; Abraham and Otto.
The mother was the daugllter of Jacob Coy and
survived bet· husband a number of years, dying in
1868, in the ninety-third year of her age. [n making the journey bitller the two families setting ont
from Guilfor<l County, Tenn., travelecl overland
to Wheeling and then took a flatboat to Cincinnati.
Thence tlley cnme by teams to this county. Inilians
were numemns, also wild animals.
Wilen Mr.
Hawker harvested his first crop of corn, the wild
turkeys and squirrels ate it nearly as fast as he
could husk it and throw it on the ground.
The Hawker family is of German origin. The
subject of this sketch spcut his early days amid the
wild scenes of pioneet· life, receiving only the advantages of a limited education and remaining at
home witll his parents until his marriage, at the age
of twenty-three years. Tllis event occurred November 10, 1836, the bride being Miss Hannah
Westfall. Sue likewise was a native of Beaver
Creek Township and was horn June 15, 1819. Her
parents were John and 1\Iary (Shinepp) Westfall
who spent their last years in Ohio. This union
rtsultcd in the birth of eigllt children, one of whom
-Susannall, died in infancy. Mnry C. is the wife
of Valentine Costler; Harriet J. is the wife of
.Joseph H. Kable of Clark County; Permelia, Mrs.
Christopher Haverstick; David W.; John A. of
Dayton; Jacob L . and John A. The mother uf
thrse children departed this life nt tile homestead
Octob~r 11, 1883.
Mr. Hawkm· contracted a second marriage in
Carroll Connty, April 8, 1887, to Miss Martha S.
IJamm, a n.-.tive of Maryland and the daughter of
Henry and Hannah M. 1-l;tmm who are now deceased. Mt·. Hawker commenced his ministerial
labors as a local preacher of the Reformed Church
and was regularly or<lained in October, 1871. He
identilied himself witll the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows twenty-five years ago and is a warm
admirer of the principles of the order. In politics,
he is an uncompromising Democrat. He held the

office of Township Trustee five years. His farm
comprises one llundred and sixty acres of choice
land which yields him a comfortable income. He
is recognized as one of the leading citizens of his
township and his name will be held in rem em brnnce
long after he has been gat.hered to his fathers.

a

ENONI NESBITT. Xenia is honored in
being the dwelling-place of a man whose
ability is recognized and whose character is
established to the extent which is true of
the Hon. Mr. Nesbitt. It is now forty-three years
since he opened a law office in this city, since wllicll
time he bas gained a hi gil rank among the mem hers
of the bar in this vicinity and has demonstrated
bis understanding of legal lore, his skill in the
management of causes. -and his tact and acuteness
as a pleader. He is one of the oldest attorneys in
Greene County. He has held various positions of
public responsibility, and had be been desirous of
public life, might have llel.d still more.
The father of our subject was Jacob Nesbitt,
one of tbe pioneers of Greene County, who settled
on Beaver Creek, in 1815 or 1816. ,Jacob Nesbitt
was born in Washington County, Md., near tile
foot of North Mountain, in 1781. There he married Miss Catherine Tyler, who was born in Virginia about 1785. Some years after their marriage
they dwve to Ft. Pitt, now Pittsburg, whence the
family household goods, farming utensils, etc.,
were taken by a flatboat to CinciQnati. The father with the horses came overland through Zanesville and Chillicothe to Cincinnati, wllere by a
strange coincidence he arrive• I on the same day tltat
that tile flatboat did.
The family spent Lhe first and probably the second year of their residence within this State on a
farm on tbe Big Miami, near a village then called
Colrain, in Hamilton County. Thence they removed to a farm now occupied by David Gray,
seven miles northwest of Xenia, which was then
almost a wilderness. There were but few settlers
in this part of the county and but about six families within two or three miles of the Nesbitt&. Tile
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father continued the improvements which had previously been begun, and by dint of energy ann
hard labor brought the three hundred acres which
be occupied to an excellent state of producti vcncss, and it ranks to-day as one of the finest farms
in the county. There the father lived until 1845
or 1846, when he retired from active life, sold his
farm and removed to Xenia, then a town of
twenty-five hundrell inhabitants. The five sons
and daughters who comprised the family of Mr.
and Mrs. Nesbitt having marl"ierl, the father and
mother lived alone until the rleath of the mother
in 1849, her rlecease having been occasioned by
cholera. Soon afterward the father went to Ii ve
with his daughter Elizabeth, wife of William Balentine, in Kenton, Hardin County, where be subsequently <lied about 1856. In politics he was
a sterling Whig. He was a Deacon in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and for fifteen or twenty
years hnd circuit preaching in his house, as there
was no church edifice in the neighborhood.
The gentleman with whose name we introduce
this sketch was hom October 18, 1814, anrl was a
babe in his mother's arms when the family changed
their residence to this county. Although there
were no Jnrlians in this vicinity at that time, game
was abundant, from bear, rleet· and wolves rlown to
the various classes of small game. His father was
one of the prime movers in getting a subscription
school located on his farm, and there the subject
of this sketch obtained the greater part of his
schooling. The school was held buL tht·ee montils
in the year, but this length of time was sufficient
when well spent to instill a desire for greater
knowledge anrl lay a good foundation .
At the age of twenty-two years young Nesbitt
left the parental roof, going to Springfielrl, where
he embarked in a mercantile pursuit with his
brother-in-law, John B. Carrick. who harl married
his eldest siswr, Nancy. He also continued his
reading and studying, arlding to the knowledge
which he had obtaincrl in the school-room a considerable fund of information. He remnined at
Springfield until March, 1837, when he sold out
his business interests a.nd came to Xenia, where he
has since residerl. He engaged in merchandising
here until 1843, when he sold and read law with

R. F. Howard . In 1845, at Springfield, he wos
admitted to the bar, being examined at the same
time with John Sherman and with him becoming a
full-fledged lawyer.
In Ids early life, the Hon. Mr. Nesbitt was a
Whig and on the disintegration of that party became a Republican . He wrote one of the first Republican platforms in the State of Ohio at a
CongressionRl Convention at Xenia, which was
adopted by it as well as by the surrounding counties. He has been a member of the State Board of
Equalization for the landed property of this Senatorial District, and was Mayor of Xenia for mnny
years, holding that office during the terrible cholera
epirlemic of 1849 . He was a delegate to all the
State conventions for about twenty years, when he
was more actively engaged in political work. With
these exceptions he has confine.d himself strictly to
his law practice. which has been sufficient to demand all bis energies and has afforded him a competence.
In August, 1864, Mr. Nesbitt was cornmissionerl
by President Lincoln a Captain of Cavalry, and assigned to the duty of Provost Marshal of the Seventh Congressional District, with headquarters at
CQ).umbus. He retained his official station until
six months after the close of the war and sometime
after the troops were mustered out of service, being
the last Provost Marshal mustered out, and closing
up all their business before he returned to his former
home. The title which he tten received is one by
which he is familiarly known to this date.
At the home of the bride, January 16,1839, Mr.
Nesbitt was united in marriage with Mrs. Rnchael
B. Crosby, nee Marlen, thdr union being blessed
by the birth of six children, of whom three are
still living. Their son, William B., volunteered
four days nfter Ft. Sumter was fired on, becoming
a private in the Twelfth Ohio Infantry, in which
he served three years. He went to the field in
lliny, participating in the memorable battles of the
Second Bull Run , South Mountain and Antietam.
After the seconrl battle be was promoted for g•llantry on the field, first becoming a Second and
then a First Lieutenant. He was mustered out of
the service in 1864, and soon after Gov. Brough
tendered him the commission of Lieutenant-Col-
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one! of the O-ne Hund t·ed and Seventy-sixth Ohio
Infantry, which had enlisted for a year. With it
he again went to the field, joining Thomas at
Nashville ancl partic ipating in the battle with Gen.
Hood, one of the last contests of the war. At the
end of the year he was mustered out and returned
to his home. Shortly afterwarc1, ':lecretary ~tnnton
tendered him a Lieutenant's commission in the
regular army, and accepting, he was assigned to
one of tbc new regiments, with which he se rved
two years. Having married he then resigned,
came to Xenia and went into the hardware and agricultural impleme11t business, in wbich he is yet
engaged.
Albert J., another of the surviving sons of Captain nnd Mrs. Nesbitt, resides in Dayton, and
Wnlter L. is traveling for the Peninsular Stove
Manufactory, in Minnesota and Dakota. The loving mother and faithful com pan ion was removed
from her loved on~s hy death in 1882, at the age
of sixty-five years.

DARWIN EDWARDS, M.D. Thisgent! Jman
is an old resident of Xenia, where he first
located for practice in 1860, nn<l where he
! continued actively engaged in liis profession for twenty-live years, having since gradually
withdrawn from it. He has been eminently successful, both in establishing a fine reputation as a
physician and in his financial accumu lations. He
has been called to many distant points, and during
seasons when diseases were prevalent, he has not
been able for weeks at s time to obtain a night'&
sleep. He is President of the Citizens' National
Bank, of which he was one of the organizers, that
being the first business enterprise outside of his
profession, which be bad engaged in since he was
graduated.
The father of Dr. Edwards was horn in New
Jersey about the yeat· 1772, marrying Miss Betsey
Meeker, and removing to Ohio about 1806, locating in the new country of Clermont County.
Caleb Edwards hewerl a home from the wilderness,
working hard to clear enough land for a fnrm,
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which he put uncle•· good impt·ovcment and made
his home until his death in 1859. His widow snrvived until 1876, five of their children being yet
living at the time of her death.
The natal day of Dr. Edwards was September
16, 1820, and bis hirthplace Bethel, Clermont
County, Ohio. He lived on the farm until his fifteenth year, when he left the parental roof to begin
work at a trade. During his boyhood he had acquired a b~ tter education than was usual to those
of his age, anrl in acquiring his trade also he progressed rapicily and hecame proficient. He finally
entered Augmta College, from which he was
graduated in the class of 1839, with the degree of
Bachelor of Arts. He engaged in teaching for a
short time, and then began the study of medicine
with Dr. Edwards, of Green field, Ind., taking his
medical lectures at Cincinnati, and there receiving
his degree of Doct01· of Medicine.
In 18.50 Dr .. Edwards crossed the plains from
St. Joseph, Mo., via Salt Lake, going through from
the Missouri River to Sacramento in ninety days
with mules. The only stopping places where they
found people, except the city before named, were
Fto. Bridger anil Kearney. Dr. Edwards located in
Sacramento, but wus afterward at Michigan Bar,
Stocl<ton ard at Angels. He became interesterl in
mines, but also had n ch-ug store and prncticed his
profession. He continued in practice as long as
he was in California, his fees being good and enabling him to buy an interest in a quartz mine that
had many fine pockets. He returned to the States
in 1859 , intending on!y to spend a short time in
visiting, but after receiving his diploma from the
medical college, he was united in marriage with
Mrs. RuLh McFarland , February 2, 1860, and in
the spring located in Xen ia.
The bank of which Dr. Rd wards is President,
opened its doors for business November 1.5, 1881,
J. W . King being President, an<J. Dr. Edwarrls
Vice-President. Upon the death of 1\lr. King, in
July, 1883, the Doctor was electecl to succeed him
and bas held his present position continuously since
thnt time. Since youth be has belonged to the
Republican party, in which he has been an active
worker, nlthougb not nn nsj)irant for political hon .
ors. Against his will he was made a member of
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the City Council, representing the Second Ward
two years. He has been Vice-President of the
State Medical Society, and for many years President of the Greene County Medical Society o.nd
the Xenia Academy of Medicine.
While thoroughly practical in hi; ideas and his
qualifications for a business career, Dr. Edwards
possesses an artistic nature, and a deci<led talent
in re-producing his ideals. His skill in manipulating clay has been demonstrated by a very fine
bust which he modeled from clay taken out of his
cellar, and which shows in a marked <Iegree his
artistic taste. The n:ost wonderful work which he
has accomplished, however, is a statue, three and
three-fourths inches high, weighing six grains, and
cut from the pith of a cornstallc It is called the
Catholic Missionary Presenting the Cross to th~
Heathen, and represents a man in priestly garb
holding out a cross in a very natural positiou, every detail being perfect, and the pose of the figure,
as viewed from every side, being easy, natural and
graceful. This wonderful little work of art received very favorable mention from artists· at the
Ohio Centennial at Cincinnati, and was pronounced
by all to be of nearly perfect conformation.
Dr. Ed wards was first married to Miss Dorcas
Edenfield, who died, leaving one son, Frank, who
is now living in Xenia, and has a family of his
own .

AMUEL DINGLEDINE. A snug little
farm of forty-seven acres, in German
Township, Clark County, is the home of
the gentleman above named, and under
his thorough tillage is producing a better income
than many estates of greater extent but less careful management. Both grail) and stock are raised
upon the est.ate, every pat·t of which bears evirlence
of the taste and thrift of its owner. In connection
with his agricultural labors Mr. Dingledine is engaged more or less in teaclling vocal anrl instmmental music, of which he formerly marle a
specialty. He is a native of Cl:uk County, in
which he was born ·october 22, 1837, but was
reared to manhood and educated principally in the
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schools of Champaign County. Havi ng a love anrl
talent for music be took a special course of instruction at an institution in Xenia, in 1872, and
for a number of years taught both instrumental
and vocal music. His reputation as a teacher and
performer is widespread, and he will long he remembered throughout this section of the country
for the sweet strains with which he has charmed his
au<1itors.
Mr. Din gledin e chose for his wif~ Miss Catherine A. Myers, with whom he was united in marriage January 22, 1863. This estimable lady is a
daughte;· of Jacob N. Myers, of Dialton, and pOS ··
sesses those qualities which make "Vomanhood honored. She i5 the mother of five childt·en, two of
whom have left the parental roof for homes of
th eir own. Lida A. is the wife of Charles V. lllose;
Sarah C. manied W. E. King. The other members of the family are: Mary B., Charles A. and
Edson G. lilt". Dingledine belongs to the Reformed Church at Tremont City, an<l to the Grange
Lodge at the same place. Hi s political adherence
is given to the Prohibition party.
In the Shenandoah Valley, Va., lived Phillip Dingledine and his good wife, to whom, on July 13,
1810, n son was born , who was given the nam a of
Jacob. This son grew to manhood in his n~tivo
place, receiving but a limited education, as his artvantages were not equal to those of tho present
day . He acquired "n excellent knowledge of farm
pursuits, which he made usefu l in securing a comfortable estate ns years rolled by. In 1832 be emigrated from his nntive State to Clark County,
Ohio, where for a short time he was in the employ
of a Mr. Gard, on Mad River, as n farm hand and
laborer in a sawmill. Hnving purchased land ncar
Terre Haute, Champaign County, he settled upon
it, remaining there a number of yeat·s, but returning permanently to Clark County in 1863. He
settled in German Township, on the farm now occupied by Henry Rockel, and resided there until
1877, then selling this he purchased the William
Baker farm, where he lived until 1887, when he
removed to Tremont City, where he died January
16, 1889. He was ever a hard-working man, and
during his earlier life di<l more or less of the Jabot·
incidental to the development of a comparatively
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new country. He was noted for his hospitality and
kindness toward the poor, while the interest which
he took in the nrlvunee of civilization was equally
well understood. He served as Trustee, Treasurer
and Assessor. anrl as a public officer nnrl private
citizen endeavorerl to discharge every duty in a
wor·thy manner. In politics he wa ~ a Democrat.
He was a member of the Reformed Church , in
which he s~rved us an Elder a number of years.
His death rcmoverl from the county a reliable citizen , and fmm his family one who ha•l l.Jeen affectionate and kind to wife and children.
The first wife of Jacoh Dingledine was Elizabeth
Bal<cr, a nntivc of this State, who hore him seven
children. Of these the survivors are: John E.,
whose home is in Darke County; Rachael A., wife of
Simeon Jones, of Tremont City; nnd he whose
name introduces this sketch. The second wife was
Sarnh Baker, who still survives, her· !rome being in
Tremont City.

AMES M. AUSTIN, M. D. The medical
frntcrnity of the lluckeyc State embraces
many men of marl<erl talent, and among
them may be properly numbered Dr·. Austin, who since 1881 has been pursuing a profitable
and extensive practice throughout the city of
Springfield and vicinity.
His native place was
near Wilmington, Clinton County, this State, and
the date of his birth December 24, 1848. His
immediate progenitors were William R. and Elizabeth (Darby) Austin.
The f:tther of our subject was born in North
Carolina, in 1808, and removed with his parents
to Clinton County, Ohio, in 1812. The patemal
grandfather, William Austin, Sr., was one of the
early pioneers of Ohio, and a local preacher in the
Methodist Episcopal Church. He spent his last
years in Clinton County. The mother of Dr.
Austin was born in Maryland, in 1809, and is still
living, making her homG with her daughter in
Clinton County. Her father, William Darby, became a rrsi<lent of Clinton County in I 820, where
his daughter was reared to womanhood and mar -
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ried. Of her union with William Anstin there was
horn a family of seven cbil<lren, three sons and
four daughters. Five of these nre still living, the
youngest being James llf., our snbject.
Dr. Austin .spent his boyhood and youth on his
father's farm, in his native connty, pursuing his
early studies in the district school. Later he attended a graded s~hool for two years and afterward occupied himself as a teacher. He at an
early age decided upon the profession of medicine,
and commenced his studies with this end in view,
in the office of Dr. Jonas Watkins, of Blanchester,
Ohio. When sufficiently advanced he repaired to
the Eclectic llfe<lical Institute of Cincinnati, from
which he was graduated in 1874. Returning then
to his native county he commenced the practice of
his profession in Westboro, remaining there eight
months. Thence he removed to North Hampton,
Clark County, where he conducted a successful
practice from 1874 until 1881.
In the above mentioned year Dr. Austin decided
npon another change of locntion, and accordingly
established himself in Springficlrl, where he formed
a partnership with Dr. Reynolds, which continued
two years. Since 1883 he has practiced singly
and alone. He has fully established himself ht the
confidence of the people, and enjoys a libeml patronage in a city where good physicians arc the
The Doctor berule instead of the cxce 1Jtion.
longs to the Ohio State Eclectic Medical Association and the Central Ohio Eclectic Medical
Association . He occupies with his family a neat
and comfortable residence at No. 76 Yellow
Springs Street. Politically, he af!iliates with the
Republican party, but is •too much interested in
the matters pertaining to his profession to become an office seeker.
The marriage of Dr. Austin and l\Iiss Florence
Hodson was celebrated at the bride's borne in
Westboro, in 1874. Mrs. Austin was born in September, 1853, in Clinton County, and is the
daughter of Simeon and Mary L. (Cunningham)
Hodson, who were natives of Ohio, and arc now
at Westboro. The Doctor and his estimable wife
nre the parents of three children, one of whom, a
daughter·, Penrl, died at the age of two years. The
survivors are Grace D. and Howard H. Dr. Aus-
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tin, socially, belongs to Qlad< Lodge, No. 101,
A. F. & A. M.
He stands high in boUt business
and social circles, and may be properly classed
among the representative men of Springfield. one
who is contributing his quota to its mutcl'ial welfare , and who may be uniformly found on the side
of the enterprises calculnte<l to promote the best
interests of the city.

OHN WELLER. Jn the biographical recorrl
of John Weller and his estimable wife, who
are well-known residents of Green Township,
Clark County, we trace the results of untlagging inrlustry and perseverance through many obstacles, hardships an<l privations, during the early
clays of their settlement at their present homestead.
They commenced the journey of life together with
limited means, dependent upon their own resources
and having no capital but their hon est endeavor,
their resolute wills, and the good health with which
Providence blessed them. The wife assisted her
husband in the fielrl when necessary, in adrlition to
attending to hct· householrl duties and spinning and
weaving wool anrl !lax, and maldng up the g•rmcnts for the family. Neither paused to cons.ider
the magnitude of their labors at that time, but
pressed right onward, keeping steadily in view the
purpose of making for themselves a home and accumulating a reasonable amount of this world's

J

~oods.

In looking to-day upon the surroundings of Mr.
and l\1rs. Weller, the observer is compelled to admit that they have done well, nn<l they themselves
:wlmowledge with satisfaction the result of their
labors. WA find them surrounrled by all the comforts an<l many of the luxuries of life, with a sum-·
ciency for their cleclining years, while at the same
time they enjoy in a marked degree the confidence
:\nd esteem of those arounrl tllem. In their tru;tes
there is illustrated in an admirable manner, that
which may be accomplished by a resolute will and
the energy wbich a<lmits of no such word as "fail."
Tile Weller family has made for itself a good
history in .this country. It probahly originated in
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Germany, an il one uf the e:uliest representatives in
this count•·y, was the great-grandfather of our suh·
ject, who settled in Maryland. In that Stat~ wru;
hom his son, .Jacob, the granrlfathcr of om subject,
who, upon reaching manhoorl, signalized himself ns
a soldier and a patriot, carrying a mnsket on the
side of the Colonists in the Revolutionary War.
After the close of the struggle, he settled on the
Shenandoah River, in Virginia, hut later removed
to Augusta County, that State. lie occupied himself as a farmer, and became a man of property,
owning a large estate, and remaining there until
his death, which occurred nbout 183!1.
Joseph Weller, t.he father of our subjcct, was
likew ise n native of Marylanrl, and born in 1791.
Like his father before him, be too, followed farming pursuits. In early manhood he was wedrlerl· to
Miss Elizabeth Steffey, a native of Virgit;ia, and
the daughter of parents who were born in Germany.
The latter settled in Virgini a, but later removed to
Southern Indiana, where they died. Mr. and Mrs.
Weller after their marriage, lived in the Old Dominion until 1830 , then came to Ohio, anrl settled
on the farm now owned by Robert Tyndall. PriM
to this the father had served in the War of 1812.
Aftct· a year's residence on the above-mentioned
farm, Joseph \Yeller purchased eighty acres of
school land just south of the river, but after he had
clearerl about twc11ty acres, another claimant Rppenre<l who maintained his rights in sneh a vigorous and outsp0ken manner, that l\Ir. Weller withdrew from the property. He then leased John T.
Stewart's farm, npon which he remained until1836.
That year he rented the farm now ownerl by his
son, our subject, and a year later became the purchaser of a farm near Pitchin, this township.
Joseph Weller maintained his possession of
this farm until 1851, wheri it was purchased from
the ,Tones heirs by his son, John \Veller, of this
sk<·tch. Only a small part of the land was cleare<1,
and the only building was a log honsc . Mr. Weller
set himself industriously to work to increase the
cultivated area, and put up such buililings as were
immediately necessary, including a new rcsi<l<:nce.
This was destroyed by fire in 1859, but that same
year the present rlwelling was snbstitutcd. The
bam which is still standing, and in f:tirly good con-
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dition, was built in 1855. The orchard is all of his
own planting. From it he luis gathered bushels
and bushels of luscious fruit, sufficient to supply
not only tlte family, but furni slting something also
for the markets.
The father of our subject departed this life in
Allentown, this township, in 1879, outliving tlte
mother eleven years, she h~ving died in 1868. Of
the ten children born to them, five are living: Samuel, Joseph and Lucinda, the latter the wife of Milton Dudley, are all resi<lents of Indiana; Sa villa
bec11me the wife of Thomas Dudley, and now is a
widow, and lives in Springfield, Ohio; John, onr
subject, who is next to the eldest living, was born
in Augusta County, Va., December 11, 1817 , and
was thirteen years old when his p11rents emigrated
to Oh io. Many times prior to this be had crossed
the Blue Ridge Mountain s in his native State, and
still remembers many of tb e scenes and incident.s
connected with his boyhood's home. He ~ttended
the district school a brief time, mostly during the
winter season, ~nd after com in g to Ohio, assisted
in the maintenan ce of the family until after reaclting his majority. Wh en t wenty-two years of age
he began to do for himself, working on his uncle's
farm in Champaign County , until his marriage.
The above-mentioned important event in the life
of Mr. Weller was celebrated January 9, 1845, the
bride being l\Iiss Elizabeth, daughter of ,John and
Elizabeth (Metz) Wiant. The parents of Mrs.
Weller were both natives of Virginia, and emigmted to Ohio with their respectiv e families when
young people, prior to their marriage. John Wiant
distinguished himself as a soldier in the Revolutionary War, and Mrs. Weller f•·e•Juently recalkthe
stories which he told about his g•·eat commander,
Gen. " rasbingtou . Afterward he followed farming,
and spent his last years in Champaign County, Ohio,
dying in 1854. The mother only snn·ived her husband five years, her death taking place in. 1859.
There are living only six of the ten children comprising the parental family.
Mrs. Weller was the fifth child of her parents,
and was born May 13, 1823, in Jackson Township,
Champaign County, this State. She was tmined by
her excellent mother to nil usefu l household duties,
and was fully qualified to become the partner of a

good man's home. Of their union there have been
born four children, only two of whom are living:
Sarah Jaue is the wife of John E. Johnson, and the
mother of five children; they live in Yorkville, this
State. John A. married Miss Catherine J>o01·man;
they have three ch ildren , and are living on Gen.
Keifer's farm in Green Township.
Mr. Weller cast his first Presidential vote for
Willi am Henry Harrison, but from that time to this
has always maintained his allegiance to the DemoCI"atic party. He is a Lutheran by baptism, and
was carefully trained by his honored parents in the
doctrines of this Church. For eighteen years he
has served as Supervisor of Green Township, and
for many years has officiated as School Director in
his district. He has also been Township Trustee.
His farm embraces one hundred and fifty-nine an<l
oue-balf acres, all of which be has brought to a productive condition, and whicl; yiel<ls bountifully
the rich products of the Buckeye State. No man
in his community is held in higher respect than
honest John Weller, and no lady bas been a more
devoted wife and helpmate, or a kinder or more
carefu I mother than his estimable partner. Their
names will be held in kindly remembrance long
after they have been gathered to their fathers. A
portrait of l\11-. Weller is showu on another page in
this work.

J

OI-IN BALDWIN belongs to the agricu ltural
class of Clark County, which has been his
home since he was >m infant four years old.
He was born near Oldtown, Greene County,
August z3, 1823, was reared on a farm and has
made farming his life work. His parents, David
Baldwin and Ellender McLaughlin, were born in
Virginia and came to Ohio while still single. Tbey
were married in Greene County, subsequently removing to Clark County, and are now deceased.
The present home of their son John is eight
miles south of Springfield, Madison Township,
where he has been located twenty-nine years. His
estate comprises one hundred acres of fine land
which is furnished with adequate improvements of
various kind s, in cluding every needful arrange-
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ment in the wny of farm building, fruit etc. The
land is carefully and intelligently tilled, and brings
in an income whicl! more than meets the wants of
tbe family.
The wife of om subjeeL was known in girlhood
as Miss Jane McQnality. She is a daughter of William McQuality, who bestowed upon her the best
advantages which the section afforded in acquil'ing
information, and the home training which fitted her
for the duties which have devolved upon her since
mature years. Her marriage rites were eelebrated
November 5, 1848, and her union has resulted in
the birth of three children . Tbe first-hom is
Florence, now the wife of Samuel Justus Buffenbergcr who owns and occupies a fine f:trm near that
of our subject; they haveonecbild, Warren Kiefer.
William R. a young married man without family,
lives with his parents ancl carries on the fao·m.
Eliza died. at the age of six years, six months anrl
sixteen days.
Mr. anrl Mrs. Baldwin hold memberships in the
Metl!orlist Church at Selma, the relatives generally being connected with that denomination. The
families c,n each side have supported the Whig
and later th e Republican party, and actively participated in upholding the Union during the late
Civil War. Both our subject and his wife are respected members of society and well rleserve a representation in a· volume of this kind.
The father of Mrs. Baldwin was in many respects
a very reon.arlmhle man. He came from Marylancl
with his father, Owen 1\fcQuality, before the State
of Ohio was organized, set-tling near Chillicothe,
where Grandfather 1\IcQuality met his rleath by
being crushecl by a tree which be harl cut clown.
The family included five chilrlo·en, William being
the first born. James reared a family at Jackson;
Peter, a shoemaker of Brook¥ille, Inrl., also renrerl
a family; Sarnh marrierl Isaiah Holloway and witl1
her family lived neao· Selma; and Mrs. l\Ianly Madden who resides with her family in California.
1\Ir. and Mrs. Mnclden hac1 two sons and a son -inJaw killerl in battle during the late war.
After living a bachelor tor many years, Wil·liam McQuality married Miss Sarah Rorlahaugh,
who was of the P ennsylvania Dutch stock. They
had a large family, thirteen cloildren being living
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when the mother wns called hence. A f~w years
after loer rleath Mr. McQuality married Miss Elizabeth Enniphies, who also bore him a large family,
four of whom arc yet living. Mr. McQuality rlicd
in 1883; his widow now resides in Illinois. During tloe Mexican War , Cooper McQunlity, a son of
William wM killed in battle and J,"is body was
never recovered. The father also sent three sons
into the Union Army, all being with Sherman on
his march to the sea, as also were their cousins. The
names of the union soldiers were James, Albeo·t.
and Howard, who entered the service from Illinois.
The first namerl was an invalid for many years
and finally died from the effects of his army life.

J

OSEPH W. HEBBLE, Secretary of the
People's Building & Loan Association, became a resident of Xenia in 1883, and is
identifiecl witl! its busin ess interests. He is
" native of this county, and was born in Fairfield
December 5, 1843. His father, Henry E. Heblole,
a native of Lancaster County, Pa., was born March
12, 1808. He there grew to man's estate, ancl was
marriecl to Miss Kramer. He had learnerl the
carpenter's tmcle, and he also ran as an engineer
on one of the first locomotives in Southern Pennsylvania, when the railroad was owned loy the State,
who employed engines and cars which were the
pi"Operty of a company. Engines then were built
without cabs.
Mr. Hehblc the father of om· subject, was on the
railroad three years, and later turned his attention
to !Juilding botl1 houses and bridges, and supel"intendecl the construction of the solid brirlgc across
the Susquehanna at Columbia, Lancaster Coui>t.y,
Pa. Th e exposure to which he was subjected on
the railroa•l, being thus without shelter, underminecl his health, from the effects of which he suffered nearly all his life. He came to this county
in 184 1, and occupied himself as " bridge builrler
and contmctor until his death, in March, 1884.
The mother is still living and makes her home in
Dayton; she is now quite aged, having been horn
in November, 1810, and she is, as was lier h us-
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band, a native of Lancaster County, Pa. They
renre<l a family of ten children, all of whom are
living and residents of Greene anil Montgomery
Counties. The youngest is thirty-seven years
old.
The brothers anil sisters of our subject are loeateil as follows: Benjnmin F. is n resident of
Greene County; Mary A., Mrs. Casady, lives in
Xenia; A manila makes her home in Dayton; William H . lives in Osborn, Greene County; Louise,
also a resident of Dayton; Joseph W. was the
sixth child; Zebnlon T. resides in Fairfield; Isaiah,
G. L. and Charles L. make their home in the eity
of Dayton. Tlw parents were members in good
standin!; of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and
the father of our subject during his later years
was a strong Republican.
Mr. Hebble spent his early years on a farm, remaining a resident of his native township until
1880. He learned carpentering and bridge-building of his father, and later officiated as a teacher,
becoming Principal of the Fairfield School, which
position he held three years. He was similarly
occupied in Bellbrook two years, and thence removed to Yellow Springs, where he sojourned a
year and a half. For five years he was Deputy
Clerk of the Common Pleas Court from 1883 to
1888, and was one of the early members of the
Building & Loan Association. In 1888 he was
elected Secretary, and re-elected the two years
following. The Association under his management has been placerl upon a sound footing finannancially, and its business has been quarlrupleC!, it
having now about four hundrerl depositors, the
deposits averaging $800 per week. This Association is of great assistance and encouragement to
the working people.
'I'he subject of this notice was married .January
16, 1873, to Miss Fanny Hamma, of Yellow Springs.
Mrs . .Hebble was born .Ja~>unry 17, 1815, and is
the daughter of Adam Hamma, who has been a
resident of this county for over fifty years. Her
mother bore the maiden name of Katie Barton, and
was also the offspring of a pioneer family of this
county. Mr. and Mrs. Hnruma are now living
near Yellow Swings. Thre<> children have been
born to Mr. and l\Irs. Hebhle, one of whom, a

daughter, Kittie, died Februu.ry 27, 1889, at the
age of ten years. The survivors arc Roy ancl
Mary Ada. The family residence is pleasantly located, and is the frequent resort of the cultured
people of the city, among whom Mr. and Mrs.
Hebble have found many friends.
After the outbreak of the Civil War Mr. Hebble, when twenty years old, enlisted as a Union
soldier in Company K, One Hundred and Fiftyfourth Infantry, which was assigned to t.he Army
of the Potomac. They went to Virginia, traversed
the Potomac and Cumberland Valleys, and Mr.
Hebble endured the hardships of army life until
the close of the war. Two of his brothers also
served in the Union rnnks--Z. '1'., in the Tenth
Ohi<• Battery, and ·w. H., in the One !Iundred and
Forty-sixth Infantry.

AMES M. WILSON, of Bath Township,
Greene Con nty, bears the distinction of
having been one of the youngest soldiers of
the Union Army during the late Civil Wat·.
He is now one of the most prominent and successful farmers in the country, and makes a specialty
of fine hors2s, being a g.-eat lover of the equine
race, and possessing rare judgment in determining
their qn><lities. He makes his headquarters at a
well-regulat"d farm of one hundred and sixty and
one. half acres on section 27.
Mr. Wilson is of excellent antecedents, being the
son of William H. Wilson, who was born in Bath
Township, Greene County, October 24, 1823. The
pntcrnal grandfather, Isaac 'Vilson, was a native
of Redstone, Pa., whence his parents remover!
down the Ohio River and settled in Clark County,
Ky. The great-gmndfather, Jacob Wilson, lived
there on a farm until 1802 , then with his family of
twelve chilrlren came to Ohio, and located on u
tract of Government lanrl in Bath Township, where
he spent the remainder of his life. Two of his sons
servnd in the War of 1812.
Grand father Wilson was a boy of ten years when
he came with his father's family to Greene County,
and being orphaned when quite young, was thrown
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upon his own resources, and in company with his
brothet· operated the home farm until buying' land
for ilimself. In connection with farming be also
operated a distillery, and engaged quite extensively
in stock-raising. He was prospered . and fi.n ally
became the owner of ttbout twP.Ive hundred acres,
leaving at his death an estate valued at $80,000.
He departed this life April 10, 1860. Politically,
be was fit·st a Whig and tllen a Republican .
Grandfather Wilson and his good wife reared a
- family of eleven children . The maiden name of
tile latter was Mary A. Coffield; she was born near
Cincinnati, and th~y were married January 2,
1823. Her father, Arthur Co!field, was a nat.ive of
Ireland, and a Protestant in religion. He emigmted to Ohio at an early day, and first followed
his trade of a weaver, but finally went to the borne
of his son in Greene County, where he spent tile
closing years of his life. Grandmoth~r Wilson
died in 1882, in the faith of the Reformed Chur~h.
William H . Wilson was tile eldest child of !tis
parents, and was reared to farming pursuits, which
he chose for !tis life vocation. He operated one of
his father's farms, and at the latter's death became
the possessor of one of these comprising one hundred and fifty-five acres, and iying near Fnirfield,
the same upon which James M. now re~ides. Later
he purchased thirty-four acres adjoining, anrl he
operated this land until 1862. Then on account of
failing health he retirerl from active labor, removing to Fairfield, where be now resides. He is a
sound Republican, politicdly, and siuce 1847 bas
been an Elder and a Deacon in the Reformed
Cllurch.
Tile mother of our subject bore the maiden
name 'Of Sarah Mitman. She was born in Little
York, Pa., and was the daughter of Jacob Mitman ,
a native of York, Pa., and a farmct· by occupation.
He came to Ohio in th~ early days, and purchaserl
land wllicb subsequently was familiarly known a~
the Mitman farm. He spent his last days in Bath
Township, dying at the home of his daughter, Mrs.
Batdorf. Mrs. Sarah (Mitman) Wilson departed
this life at her home in Fairfield, July 21, I 880.
There were only three children : Mary, Mrs.
Shuey, of Bath Townsllip; Cassius M .. a resident
of Fairfield; and James M., our subject. Cassius

served in the ' union Army from tbe fall of 1864
until the close of the war, participating in the same
battles as his brother, our subject.
Mr. Wilson, of this slwtclt, wns born at the farm
which he now occupies, ,January 10, 1849 . He attended the district scllool of his neighborhood until
thirteen years old, and then, in 1862, removed to
Fairfield with the family, and completed a practical e<lucation. In the meantime , <ltll'ing the Civil
War, when only fout"tcen years old, lle enlisted,
November 3, 1863, in the Eighth Ohio Independent Battery, and was mustered into servtee at
To<ld's Barracks (named in honor of Gov. Todd),
at Columllus. He was the youngest soldier of his
company, with whom he went South to Vickshurg.
He was engaged in garrison duty and in various
mids, and at one time was badly injured by a horse
falling ag9.mst him .
Mr. Wilson participated in many important battles of the war, being at Jackson, Miss., on the Big
Black, joining in the expedition up the Ynzoo
River, and was at the battle of Yazoo City. He
bad in charge most of the exchanged prisoners
while being taken from J ackson to Vicksburg, anrl
who subsequently lost tbeit· lives by the explosion
of the ill-fated steamer, "Sultana," on the Mississippi River. lie served faithfully until the close
of the war, and was mustererl out by general order
August 11, 1865, at Camp Denison.
This army veteran, then only a little past the
sixteenth year of his age, again took up his studies,
attending the Higll Schools at Fairfield, nnrl in
1867 entered Heidelberg University, at Tiffin.
After "n attendance of two years, his health being
greatly impaired, be abandoned his books and engaged in farming, renting land of his father . He
was successful in his labm·s as a tiller of tile soil,
and in 1877 made arrangements to purchase a
homestead. l-Ie subsequently added to it, and is
now the owner of a little over one hundl'ed and
sixty acres. He bas effected most of the imp.-ovements upon it, and in 1886 put up a fine frame
residence, which is beautifully locatecl, as is indeed
the whole farm. The barns and outbuildings are
convenient, modern structures. amply arlnpterl to
the requirements of farm life. Mr. Wilson raises
grain and stock, but makes a specialty of fine

376

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

hor~es. He has a number of valuable brood mt~res,
considered the best in the township, and of Nor man stock.
In February, 1869, Mr. Wilson was joined in
wedlock with Miss Claris~a R., daughter of Samuel
and Mary (Miller) Grindle. l\Irs. Wilson was born
October 7, 1849, in Grant County, Ind., but was
reared by her maternal uncle, Paul Petro. Shereceived a good education, and followed the profession of a teacher until her marriage. Her uncle,
Petro, was one of the earliest pioneers of Greene
County, where he followed farming successfully
and became well.to-do. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson are
the parents of three bl"ight children-Bertha A .,
Effie S. and Grace L. Mr. Wilson is a stanch Republican, politically, hut has no desire for tbe cares
and responsibilities of ofllce. He belongs to the
Reformed Church, with which he became identified
in 1868, a nd to wuicu he has contributed a liberal
support. He was Deacon for many years, nnd is
now an Elder. He is the Past Grand of the lnclepennent Order of Odd Fellows at Fairfield, and belongs to Steele Post, No. 613, G. A. R., at the same
1)lace.

-~ ANIEL

J)

BRANDLE.
The recently deceo.sed Daniel Brandle was bom in Dauphin
~
County, Pu., January 11, 1809. His father,
John C.llrannle, a native of Germany, emigr~terl to America at the age of nineteen years,
settling in Pennsylvania, this being at the beginning of the present century. Tlte son of whom
we wriLe followed slwemaking for a time and for
many years he was engaged in carpenter's work ,
being a general mechanic. He came to Ohio in
early life and in this section of the State was well
known as one of the early workers at the carpenter's bench. About 1845 he settled upon a farm
in Moorefield Township, Clark County, where he
resided unt1l his death, September 18, 1889.
Mr. Brandle was well known as a man of strict
honor and int--grity and secm·ed the esteem and
confidence of all who knew him. His death was
therefore mourned by a wide circle of friends, while
to the family in which he had ever been a kind and
~

llldt'

loving husband and father, the loss cannot be estimated. He had served his fellow-men as Constable
and School Director, performing the duties of those
ofllces in a manner crenitable alike to himself and
those who had placed him in public position. In
politics he was a sturdy Republican. He belonged
to the Methodist Protestant Church at Pleasant
Hill and bad ofllciated as Class-Leader for many
years. He was one of the first to ad vocate the
establishment of the society in Moorefield Township, and alway~ took an activ e interest in church
affairs.
The widow of 1111-. Bmndle is now occupying the
homestead on section 27, of the township before
named, owning fifty acres of the fat·m on which so
many years of her wedded life were spent. Sbe
bore the maiden name of Mary Hargadine and is
a native of thiti county in which sbc was born December 28, 1815. She grew to maturity here, attenning the subscription schools which were held
during her youth and acquiring as tlwrough an education as possible with the facilities then afforded.
On October 29 ., 1835, she beca me the wife of our
subject, to whom she was a loving and faithful
companion until his death . The marriage ceremony was performed by the Rev.Mr.Henkle, a noted
pioneer preacher of this county. The golden wedding anniversary was cclebmLed in 1885, by a large
circle of friends and relatives. Like her deceased
!Jusband Mrs. Brandle belongs to the Methodist
Protestant Church and is highly regarded for her
upright life and womanly vit·tnes. She is the
moLher of six children, the firsL-born, ,John W.,
being deceased. Elizabeth is the wife of Samuel
Hunter, uf Springfield; Sarah is the wife of Joseph
Norman of the same city; Angeline, of Springfield;
Mary A. is the wife of Henry Beard, of Champaign
County; Lena yet remains witi1 her mother.
The pnrenLs of Mrs. BrancHe were William and
Elizabeth (Griffin) Hat·gadine, natives of Maryland,
who came to Ohio prior to the War of 1812, in
which the father parLicipated. He made a permanent settlement in Moorefield Township, Clark
County, when Innians and wild animals were still
plentiful here, and like all settlers upon the frontier
enclured many hardships and privations. He was
one of the early constables of this part of the
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county and was an excellent representative of the
class of men who open ed the way for civilization
in the great North western Territory. He attended
school after he was married, in that way securing
the education which made him successful in life.
To him and his wife eight children were born , of
whom the only survivors arc l\Jrs. Brandle, ani!
Matilrla, wife of Levi Honk, of Springfield. The
deceased children are: Thomas, Elizabeth, Charlotte, Harriet :mel J ohn. t

,
W

ILLIAl\1 C. KELLEY, an old settler of

V Clark County, has lived for over seventy

years on the farm which he now owns nnrl
which was his birthplace. The estate occupies a part
of section 6, Green Township, and although not so
large as many, it is much more att:·acti ve than some,
on account of its perfect order and thorough improvement. The fifty-seven acres whir:h comprise
it are rlivided into fi elds lJy the neatest of fences,
and no unhinged gates, bmken panels or l<:>osenBd
boards n,.e allowed to remain here. The residence
which is now occupied by those members of the
family w!Jo are still at home, is cozy a nd well built,
and was erected in 1875. Mr. Kelley is of Scotch
lineage, having in his veins the blood of one of
tbe oldest and most honored families of the ancient
kingdom, and can proudly claim connection with
patriotic citizens of America who have suffered in
support of liberty.
The grandparents of our subject were James an<l
Cat!Jerine(Stuart)Kelley,who upon emigrating from
Scotland to America settled in Virginia. During
the Revolutionary War, Mr. Kelley took up arms
against the tyrannical rule of the House of Hanover, and suffered severely by being badly frozen.
Grandfather Kelley spent a perilous night dnring
the Revolutionary war, and came near freezing, 1\S
be and other comrades bad crossed a stream in a
small boat and in some way he was left without
means of re-crossing,and it being very cold be marked.
out a place between two oak trees to parade so as
to keep from freezing, and lw became so fatigued
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at times that he woul<l almost SU('cumb, but fear
of freezing kept him going. Thus the night was
spent. In the morning he discovered a prostrate
hollow t:·ec and in this were dry leaves, and Grandfather Kelley threw in some powder :mel fire<l into
it and by this means soon had a rousing fire and
shortly parties from camp found him and took him
across safely to camp. After the war he removed
to Kentucky, and still later came to Ohio, where be
remained until his d eath. He bought a farm four
and a half miles south of Springfield and continued
tbe agricultural labors of his life. His son, Joseph,
was born in Virginia and taken to Kentucky when
quite small. There he married Miss May Dutt.errow, a native of the Blue Grass State and of German descent. Upon tbe breaking out of the War
of 1812, Joseph Kelley joined a Kentucky regiment,
serving until the close of the struggle. His family,
in the meantime, had taken up their residence north
of the Ohio River, and after t!Je war he followed
them to this State, coming on horseback from Kentucky to Springfield. In this place be was offered
two blocks on Main and Limestone Streets for the
horse !Je wasr iding, but replied that be would not
give the horse for the whole town.
M:·. andllfrs. Joseph Kelley settled near the Funston Farm , but after remaining there a time came
to the place now owned by their son, tbe subject of
this sketch. The country was heavily timbered
and many hardships were endured while it was
being cleared an<l made productive. A log house
with a mud chimney was the primitive dwelling in
which the family was sheltered and all bore a part
in the labors which hard times necessitated. The
family lived principally upon "hog and hominy,"
corn pone being their pound cake. A few sheep
were kept, from the wool of which winter clothing
was made nnd they also raised some flax, which
also supplied covering for their bodies. The mother
not only cardetl, spun and wove, preparing cloth
from wool, flax and tow for her own fumily, but
she also performed the same service for others, and
although neighbors were few was able thus to add
to the family resources. The boys were kept hus_y
in the timber, cutting down trees, grnbbing out
stumps, and placing the clearings in suitable condition for the plow. An incident of intt:rest hap-
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pened to a sister of our snbje~t in this county dming her girlhood; wilile on her way to scilool she
was attacked by a iluge black hear and fortunately
escaped from bruin by throwing her dinner or• the
ground. Before the death of the fatiler, which
occurred September 2, 1849, the place was pretty
well clem·ed and life became more easy and comfortable. The mot.her passed away March 1, 1860.
The family which ol'iginally comprised eleven children is now represented by four survivors.
The natal day of our subject was January 28,
1820. He spent his boyhood days at home until
eighteen years old when he began an apprenticeship
to a blacksmith, with whom he served three years.
He then continued to labor at his tt·arle for an eqi'ial
length of time, when ilis llealth failing, he returned
to tile llome fat·m. When his strength was sufll.
ciently renewed, he returned to the place at which
he had served his apprentice~hip and there spent
a few years at his trade. He next bought out the
other heirs and taking possession of the homestead
turned his attention to agriculture as a means of
subsistence. He carri(l; on mixed farming and
makes every portion of his farm useful, allowing
no weeds to over~omc tbe good seed from which
he rnaps an abundant harvest.
An important step in the life of 1\lr. Kelley, as
it is in that of every mnn, was his choice of a com.
panion, and many years of wedded happilless have
l)l'Ovcd his wisdom. On Februa•·y 9, 1843, he became the husband of Miranda, daughter of Richard
and Elizabeth (Jordan) Dudley, who has been
faithful to every duty devolving upon ller as wife
and mother, and in whom the hearts of husband
and children rejoice daily. Mr. and Mrs. Kelley
have suffered some of the bereavements which are
the lot of mortals, having been called Uf•On to
moum the loss of four beloved children, but they
sorrow not as those without hope, believing that in
the future they shall meet again.
Six sons and daughters rejoice the parental hearts,
although all but one are now settled in llomes of
their own. Richanl married May J. Smith and
lives a half mile east of his parents; Lavina is the
wife of James B. Tolttncl , tuei r home being in Jewel
County, Kan.; Francis married Ruth Van Bibber,
and Jive~ in Lyon County, Kan.; George W. lives

near Columbus, his wife heing Flora Benson; Martha A. married William Balden and lives in Madison
County; James E. is unmarried and still remains
under the parental roof. Richard Kelley is now
serving his second term as Justice of the Peace
and both be and his brother J~mes belong to the
Odd Fellows Lodge, No. 33, of Springfielcl.
The long residence of M:r. Kelley at the same
spot has given him a thorough acquaintance in the
neighborhood and the position of a landmark in
the county. His life since manhood has been
marked with no wonderful event, but bas been a
quiet, industrious, and conscientious one, snch as
exerts a powerful intluencc in behalf of the principles of Christianity nncl perfect manhood. He
has served his neigbbo•·bood as a School Director,
and his church as a Class-Leader, Steward and
Trustee, still holding the latter otrice. In politics
he is conservative, giving his vote to the Republican candidates ancl principles. Both he and llis
wife belong to the Methodist Episcopal Church and
arc b~artily esteemed by their associates in that
religious body and by their fellow citizens in
general.

e

HARLES BURDELL. This young gentle·
man, in partnership with H. W. Owens,
owns and operates n large planing mill and
wood-working plant at No. 333 South Detroit
Street, Xenia. 1\Ir. Burdell has charge of the mill,
which is furnished with the latest improvemen~ in
wood-working machinery, the amount heiug greater
than that in any other mill in the city. The two
gentlemen have been in business here for the past
four years, and have established an excellent · reputation for reliable workmanship and honorable business methods.
Mr. Burdell is a son of Asa and Harriett (Morris) Burdell, both of whom were natives of New
Jersey, but wbo grew to m·a tnrity in Columbus, in
this State. Asa Burdell was born in 1830, and is
now living in this county, his wife having been removed from him by death some time since. He
was engaged in the saddlery business at Columbus,
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nftcr having been a conductor on the Little Miami
Railroad for twenty-five years. All of the family
except our subject are in railroad employ, having
latterly been contmcting and superintending the
work with const.-uction parties. Tllere were nine
children born to tile parents of our subject, and
six are now living.
Tile natal day of Charles Blll"dell was August 22,
1859, and the place of llis nativit.y Morrowtown,
Warren County. He grew to maturity in Xenia,
to which he llad come about 1860. He finislled his
education in Shawnee Agl"icultural College, after
which he became forem an of Hilliker's planing
mill, retaining the position for eight years and until
he formed his partnership with Mr. Owens. At
the home of the bride. In Yellow Springs, January
15, 1881, he beca~·e tile lwsband of Miss· Agnes
McCann, an estimable young lady, wllo hns borne
him two children-Frank and P earl.
Mr. Burdell exercises the rigllt of suffrage in he.
half of the Republican party. He belongs to the
social orders of the Independen t Order of Odd
Fellows and Improved Order of RP.d Men . He is
a member of the First Methodist Episcopal Church,
and is endeavoring to mod el his life by correct
principles of conduct.

ILLIAM MAHLON ROCKEL, a nativeborn citizen of Clark County, is one of
the pmminent members of the bar in this
part of Ohio, llaving a large practice in Springfield, where he makes his home. Thougll still a
young man , Mr. Rockel has thus early in his professional career gained a high reputation, not only
as a lawyer, the acknowledged peer of many of the
ablest legal minus of the State, but is considered
authority on many points as the joint author with
Jun ge White, of one of the best works regarding a
certain class of laws.
Mr. Rockel was born in German Township,
Clark County, July 18, 1855, and is a fine representative of sterling pioneer stock, his father, Peter
Rockel, having been born in the same township in
May, 1!!31. His grandfather, Adam Rockel, was

V
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born in Lehigh County, Pa., while llis great .grandfather Rockel was born in the same county of
German parentage. Anam Rockel was a farmer,
and in 1822, in early manhood, while he was still
unmarried , llo crossed the border line between
P"nnsylvanin and Ohio, accompanied by five ot·
six sisters, the removal being made with team, and
cast in his lot with the early pioneers of German
Township. He bought a tract oi lleavily timbered
land , !milt a log cabin, and at once entered upon
the bard task of clearing away the forest trees from
his homestead and improving a good farm . Tile
surrounding country was then sparsely settled,
witll but little indication of its present wealth ancl
prosperity, with no railways or cauals, and with
scarcely any other signs of the coming civilization.
In tile comfortable home that lle built there llis
long life was brought to a close, in 1884, at the
ripe old age of ninety-one years. Four of his
sbters surviv ed him, and the combined age of tile
five was four llundred a nd twenty y("ars. His
wife, whose maiden name was Mary M. Baker, was
a dau~llter of Philip Baker, well known as one of
the early pioneers of Clark County; lle came here
in 1!!13, and settled one. half mile west of Eagle
City Mills, in German TownshijJ. Tllere he bought
several hund red acres of land, heavily timbered,
of which he cleared quite a lm·ge tract before his
death. The granclmotller of our subject died at
his father's llome in 1886, aged seventy-six years.
The grandfather was a veteran of the War of 1812,
serving under Gen. Hei1ry Dearing, and for his
good services in tllat con flict was a pemioner during his last years.
Th e father of the subject of this notice was
reared to the life of a farmer on his father's large
homestead, and was an inmate of the parental
llouseholn until his ;narringe. He then bought
land one mile east of Tremont City, where he lived
until 1867. In tlmt_year he ruuteclllis farm, which
he had brought to a high state of improvement, and
bought :mothet· located east of his original homestead on tile U rlJuna pike. Til ere he still makes
his llome, enjoying the comforts procured by the
competence that be has acqui red by persistent aud
well-directed industry . He has been twice married. The maiden name of his lirst wife, mother
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of our subject, was Margaret Shick, and she was a
nntive of Carroll County, Ohio, and a daughter of
William l:ihicl{, n native of Virginia, and of German antecedents. He was a pioneer of Ohio, and
in 1844 moved to Logan County and locate•! one
mile north of Bellefontaine, where be still resides,
being now eighty-four years of age. His wife
who is eighty-one yeat·s ohl, is ~pm·ed to be the
oompanioo of his declining years. She was born
in early pioneet· times in Ohio, and her· maiden
name was Catherine Shawver. The mother of our
subject died in 1865, leaving behind bcr tl.re gracious memory of a true womanhood. His father·
married for his secOU<l wife Miss Sarall A. llgcs,
who is devoted to his interests.
William 1\:l. Rockel, of whom we write, was the
only child of his parents. He laid the foundation
of a solid education at the !veal district school in
his native town, and was then given the advantages
of an excellent course at the BeJl,fontaine High
Sdrool, from which be was graduated with honor in
tbe class of '76. He then pursued his studies in
the Normal School at Lebanon, Ohio, and was
graduated from the commercial department. After
that he took a miscellaneous course in the same institution, making a specialty of languages. With
bis mind thus thoroughly traiued, after teaching
one term in the Franklin School in tlris county, he
commenced the study ·or law, toward which his
ambition had long pointed, and fot· which his
natural abilities peculiarly fitted him. He became
a slllflcnt in the law otllce of Keifer & White, was
admitted to the bar in tl!e spring of 1879, and in
tl!e fall of that year opened an office in Springfield,
and for more tbnu n decade has been in active
practice in this city, his well-known ability and
faithfulness to the interests of his patrons bringing
him in a fair clientage. During his busy career be
bas been able to devote considerable time to the
literature of bis profession, and is the joint author
with Judge White of n valuable work, entitled
"Mechanics and Sub-Contractors Liens," which bas
been very highly commended for its erudition anrl
tl!e clear exposition of the laws in ~ncb c"ses. Our
subject has also contributed to the English and
American Encycloprerlia of Law, as well as a work
of selected questions from the Ohio Supreme

Court Reports, for t.be use of students, etc. (In
Memorial Day, 1880, he delive.red tbe add r·ess before the Grand Army Post of Vienna, which, at
their request, was published, and has been rend with
deep interest by Grnnd Army circles far and wide.
He is a valued member of Clark Lodge, No. 101,
A. F. & A. 1\-l.; anrl of Red Star Lodge, No. 205,
K. of P. In April, 1890, Mr. Rockel was nominated
by the Republican party for Judge of Probate.
As showing the estimation in which Mr. Rockel
is held by his fellow-citizens, we will insert the
following as voicing their sentiments, which we
qnote from two lending local papers: From the
Sen.U/l.cl--HWilliaul M . Rockd, who is u.uuounced

in tbe Senti11el tilis week for Probate Judge, is
well !mown to our renders. H_e is a farmer's son,
being a native of Moorefield Township, this
county, has never held an office, has bad ten years
experience at tbe bar, is the joint author, with
.Judge White, of a legal work on Mechanic's Liens,
:mel was appointed by the Supreme Cour·t of Ohio
to examine applicants for admission to tbe bar;
has sen·ed on the Clark County Republican and
Executive Committees during the past seven years,
one year as Secretary and two year·s as Vice-Chairman; was temporary and pe r·manent Chairman of
our last nounty l'Onvention, and is in every respect
worthy and well qualified." From tbe Sunday News
-"William Rockel is making n strong fight for
the Probate .Judgeship. He is, perhaps, one of the
best equipped candidates for the position. It bas
never been snid that at any time be ever mismanaged or neglected any business entrusted to his
care. As a legnl author, his is a very creditable
reputation. His knowledge of the German language would make bis selection an accommodation
to our large German population. Tbe old sol ·
diers will remember his very able and patriotic
address made on last Memorial Dny at Vienna, anrl
printed by request of the Grand Army Post in
full in tbe R e-p ublic-Times. While pronounced in
his Republicanism, he is alwnys a fair and honor·able opponent. His long, ae~ivc, efficient nnd
unrewnrded service in the committee and on tbc
stump, in behalf of the Republican cause, with his
unquestioned qualifications, t•ppeal very stl'Ongly
in his behalf for this nomination."
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Mt-. Rockel has the an vantage of a fine education
as the basis of his professional know ledge, and
bdngs to his trusk a well.disciplined mind. He is
devoted to his profession, and is still a hurd student
whenever his onerous duties permit him to give
att1·ntion to his books. He is an extremely easy
and tluent speaker, having a fine command not
only of the English, but of the German an•l other
languages, and at the same time he is logical and
concise in his statement of the facts of n case.
A lithographic portrnit of lllr. Rocl<el is shown
on nnothet· page of this volume.

AMUEL K. TURNBULL. Among the early
residents in Cedm·ville Township, Greene
County, it would be hr.rd to find one more
favorably known than the subject of this
sl<etch, who is familiarly known as "Sam." He pns.
sesses a genial nature, in his life work has displayed
an abundance of energy, industry, and thrift, and
in his dealings with manldnd is evct· honorable and
trustworthy. He is a representative of a family
which has been well known in this section since
quite early in the century, and members of which
are numbered among the first families in other sections of tbe Union .
It may be well before outlining tbe history of
our subject, to make a brief mention of some of
his progenitors. His grandfathet-, Turnbull, lived
near Nasbvtlle, Te.nn., adjoining the well-known
Hermitage of Gen. Jackson, and there his son John,
the father of our subject was born in 1800. When
the latter was thirteen years of age, the family removed to this co unty , having first stopped in Centerville, Montgomery County, an<l from there came
to within three miles of Cedarville, on what was
then a road cut through the woods, but is now
known as the Columbus Pike. Grandf~thcr Turnbull reared a family consisting of the following
named sons and daughters: Alexander, Thomas,
Gilbert, John, James, David, Betsey, and Isabella.
The latter married John Chalmers, an<! Betsey became the w.ife of Joseph Sterratt. About the year
1833 Mr. Turnbull and his sons Alexander, Gil-

S

bert and David, turned their footsteps Westward,
settling at Monmouth, Ill., where many of their descendants are yet to be foun•l.
John Turnbull matTied Miss Margaret, daughter
of ~amuel Kyle, ncar Cedarville, who held the position of Judge of the County Court there for thirtytwo years. After their marriage, which was celebrated in 1825 , Mr. and Mrs. ,John Turnbull came
to the farm where our subject now lives, having
purchased one hundred and sixty acres of woodland. To it the hushaud came with bis ax and cut
away the trees with which, and in whose place to
build a log cabin, in which he and his family lived
until about 1842. The dwelling was made of unhewn logs, with a floor of sawed lumLer, two small
g lass wi udows in the one room of which it consiste<l,
and a tlt·e-place so large that it would take a back
log as large as four men could carry into the bouse.
A fine large frame house was afterward built to
take the place of the old log cahin, but on the very
night on which it was finished, it was nearly destroyed by fire, having caught from the oltl !.tome
whicb stood near , and which had taken fire. The
injured edifice was tl.tcn fixed up as a one-story
building, and in it the family lived several years,
when a bricl< addition was made. In this condition
it remained until it came into the hands of our sub·
ject, about seventeen years ago. when he entirely
removed the bdck part, and rebuilt the rest, making a large two-story frame building. This change
was made a few years before the death of the father,
which occurred in 1880. The mother of our subject died in 1852, ann tl.te father married a second
time, by tbe two unions becoming thE. father of
nineteen cl.tildren , all of whom lived to maturity
hut three, and ten of whom now surv ive.
The subject of this brief sketch was bom and
reared on the place which he now occupies, and has
never live<l elsewhere. His education was obtained
in the district schools , and his manly habits acquired by careful home tt·aining. In 1857, while
yet a young man, he took to himself a bride in the
person of Miss Kate Funston, a worthy scion of
good families. Her fath er, John Funston, was a
son of Paul Funston, the pnternal ancest.ors hav ing
been of Irish descent, and come from Ireland to
America in the eighteenth century. Her mother,
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formerly Keziah Scott, was a daughter of Thomas
of Lexington, Ky. The home of the Funstons wns in Clark County, not far from the place
where our subject lives.
Tile family of Mr. and Mrs. TmniJull comprises
one son and three <languters: Flora became the
wife of C. D. Dobbins, of Hardin County, who fol
lowed farming near Lyman until recently, when ue
carne to help his father-in-law on his farm. They
have five children-Olin Allen, Alma Fem, l\Iary
Kate, Fred Ernest, and Grace Darling. John Edwin, the only son of our subject, married Miss
Jennie Smith, and is now living on a part of his
father's place, where he has an nttracti ve little
dwelling and snug surroundings; he and his wife
have one daughter, Nellie; Fannh> Fern is the wife
of C. M. Barber, " farmer of Cedarville Township,
and a son of J. M. Barber; they have two children,
Collin and Marie. l\Ielcla M. is the wife of E. 0.
Bull, of Ceclarville, and a son of Rankin Bull.
Mr. Turnbull has voted the Prohibition ticket
for several years past, ulthough he was brought
up to a belief in the principles of Democracy, his
father and his grandfather having voted the Democruti<; ticket, and the latter having been a supporter
of Gen. Jackson. Mr. Turnbull bcl<JDgs to the
United Presbyterian Church at Cedarville, as do
all of his daughters; his wife was reared in the Presbyterian Church.
~cott,

.b

OUIS WEIXELBAUM, a prominent mernbcr of the editorial profession, is the proprietor and manager of the Rpringfield
Jou.-nal, the only German paper published in Clark
County, aml through it~ columns his facile pen
wields a wide and wholesome intluence. A Bavarian by birth, our suhject was born in Hessdorf,
ncar Wurzburg, June 23, 1836. His father, Maier
\Veixelb:mm , was a native of che same locality, as
was also his father, Moses Weixelbaum. Both were
butchers by trade and spent their entire lives
where they were born. The maiden name of the
mother of our subject was Getta Ehrlich, and she
was born in the village of Lohrhaupten Curhes1

sen, located about twenty-five miles from his
birthplace. In the latter place she passed her life
after marriage, and there died at. the venerable age
of ninety years. She was the mother of seven
children, of whom the following are now Jiving:
l\Ioses in Munich, Bavaria; David in his native
village; our subject; Clara, who married and lives
in I-Ii.ntersteinau.
The son of whom we write was the only member
of the family to come to America. He was reared
in tbe Fatherland, and in its excellent schools
gleaned " liberal education. He was at one time
a stuclent at a teacher's seminary, where he pursued a thorough course of study, amply fitting him
for that profession, which he adopted when
twenty-one years of age, his first experience being
at Rulzheim, Bavaria, where he followed his vncation till 1860. In that year, ambitious to see more
of the world, he resolved to emigrate to the United
States of America, to see what life held for him
here in this land of splendid opportunities. He
boarded n steamer at Havre in the month of October &nd lnnded in New York the same month.
Going from tuere to Baltimore he secured a position as teacher, and was thus employed 'in that
city the ensuing five years. At the expimtion of
that time he turned his attention to mercanlile
pursuits, and for a year carried on the fancy goods
bu~incss.
In 1866 be took an important step in
life which redounded to his future comfort and
happiness, as on the 30th of January, that year, be
was united in marriage to Miss Mina Stern. She
was born in Heppenbeim, Hesse, Germany, and
came to the America in September, 1860. Their
domestic life has been blessed to them by the birth
of six children, namely : Meyer, Moses, Beulah,
Clara, Mattie and Alma. After maniage 1\lr.
Weixelbaum came to Ohio, and established himself
as a dry-goods merchant in Ironton. Later he engaged in the grocery business, which he managed
profitably, and at the srtme time taught in the
public schools and edited a German newspaper,
carrying on these varied occupations with cbarac-·
teristic energy, and making each one a success.
In 1874 he closed his business, professional ancl
literary labors in that city, and came to Springfield, as here his keen vision saw a fine opening for
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the publication of a German paper, to cater to the
intellectual needs of a large population of his
countryman, and with ready enterprise he grasped
the opportunity, and soon was issuing the Springfield Jou,·nal, one of the ablest and best managed
of the Teutonic publications in this part of the
West, and he has conducted it successfully ever
since, making it a progressive, newsy anrl ei.ter~
taining newspaper that meets the demands of a
large list of subscribers. Mr. Weixelbaum, starting
with the basis of a solid education, has, through
his wide experience and keen analytical powers,
gained a large fund of information, which his literary ability enables htm to put before the public
He does not publish his
in an attractive style.
paper in the interests of any party, but preserves
his political integrity by an independent course,
reserving to himself the right to support what.
ever candidate he thinks best fitted for the office.
He was appointed a member of the Board of Elections by Gov. Foraker, in 1889. The educational
interests of this city have had the benefit of his
wisdom and advanced views in regard. to education, as he has served on the City School Board
seven years. He and his wife are people of earnest
religious feelings, which find expression in thb
Hebrew faith, in which they were reared.

..
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A RCELLUS D. JOHNSTON.

The manufaettHe of cigars in .these later days has
become an art and a science, and tht•re are
few who have a better urtderstanding of
the business than Mr. Johnston, who inaugurated
his present enterpdse in September, 1888, :tncl does
a wholesale business in cigMs. His experience in
this business commenced in 1868 in the city of
Springfield, of which he has since been a resident.
Mr .•Johnston was born in New Carlisle, Clark
County, this State, March 3, 1851, and is the eldest
son of John and Mary (Garst) Johnston, the former
of whom was born in the above-mentioned county,
February 8, 1825. The paternal grandfather, .James
Johnston, was a manufacturer of nails, having esiablished the factory in Springfield in 1816. The
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nails were all made by hanrl and wet·e sold at
twenty-five cents per pound. Later, he turned his
attention to farming, which he followed the remainder of his life.
The mother of our subject was a native of Virginia, whence she emigrated with her parents when
quite young. Her father, John Garst, spent his
last clays in Clark County. Mrs . •Johnston died at
New Carlisle, in Februa•·y, 1863 . The three children of the parental family were namerl respectively: Wurden, who r.liecl when about two years
old ; Charles E ., a traveling salesman for the firm
of Johnston & Son; and Marcellus D., our subject.
The latter was a youth of seventeen years w!Jen he
came to Spriogfielr.l with his parents. l-Ie obtnined
a good education, completing his studies by a
year's attendance at Wittenberg College. Later he
became a bookkeeper for the firm of Kidder, Johnston & Co., manufacturers and dealers in tobacco,
acting in this capacity eight years , ancl was then
admitted as a partnP.r into the business.
In clue time .:IIr. Johnson purchased the interest
of .Jacob Seitz in the above-mentioned firm, .M:r.
Seitz having succeeded l\Ir. Kidder, anrl the firm
now became Johnston & Son, as at present. They
transacted a wholesale tobacco business until 1888,
but since that time they have done a very large
jobbing business in cigars, anrl manufacture of tile
smne. Theil· trade extends throughout Ohio, Eru,tcrn Indiana. Illinois and Chicago.
John Johnston, the father of our subject, was for
twenty-eight years a mm·chant in New Carlisle,
Clark County. Having begun business there in
1837, he sold out in 1865, and in 1868 moved to
Springfield, and here hecnme a partner of the finn
of Kidder, Johnston & Co. He is also a stanch Republican and a member of the Methodist Church.
He joined the Masonic Lodge in New Caliisle in
1850, and has attained to the degree of Royal
Arch Mason.
The store building of Johnston & Son comprises
Nos. 115 and 117, East Main Street, and they give
employ.nent to thirty men besides their traveling
salesmen. The family residence is pleasantly located at No. 295, South Fountain Avenue. Mr.
,Johnston is a Republican in politics. He belongs
to the Central Methodist ~;piscopal Church , in
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whkh he officiates as a Trustee, and has been Secretary of Lhe Sunday-sclwol for the past eight
years.
The sn hject of tlli& notice was married, N ovember 25, 1875, to Miss Lucy Slack. Mrs. Johnston
was born in Clark County, Ohio, in 1855, and is a
<lnughter t•f Peter and 1\faria Slack, who were natives of England . The father is living and the
mother is <leceased. The five chilclren of this union
were named respectively: Hany ,V., Yiola 1\1.,
Clnrence 1\f., Mabel F. and Laura Ruth.

, AVID W. HEI3llLE, M. D. , probably the
youngest pllysiciau ancl surgeon oi Enon,
evidently possesses the energy and deter·
mination which will rapidly elevate him
to a leading position in tile medical profession of
Clark County. He has been an industrious student,
is possessed of more than ordinary ability and
what he l:!cks in experience he will make up in
close application and the cletermination to excel. He
has all llis life lon g been familiar with the or<lin·
ary methods of practice as he is the son of a well.
known physician of this county, D1·. Joseph Heb:.,Jc
who is still living in Enon.
The father of our subject, a native of Lancaster
County, Pa., was born in Market Township, April
2R, 1823, and war the son of Christian Hebhle,
likewise a native of that county and born on the
Susquehanna River. Grandfather Hebble was
reared to farming pursuits which he followed all
his life, with the exception of the time spent as a
soldier in the Wa1· of 1812. He passer! the closing
years of his life in Market Township. The paternal
grent·granrlfathcr of our subject, likewise a native
of the Keystone SLate, was a substantial farmer on
the Susquehanna an<l lived to be about one hundred years ol<l.
Joseph Hcbble was rearerl in his native township
and worked on the farm when not attending school,
until a youth of eighteen years. He bad always been
studiously in clined an<l now engaged in teaching,
which profession he followed until 1846. Resolving
then upon a change of location, he sta rted for

Fairfield, Ohio, traveling on foot and by boat and
canal. Upon reaching his destination he followed
teaching in that vicinity during five terms and in
the meantime employed his leisure hours in th'sttuly of merlicine under the instruction of Dr. J.W.
Greene, who subsequenlly became a member of the
Legislature. When sufficiently advanced he re·
paiJ·ed to Philadelti'Tlia, Pa., and attended Jefferson
1\fe<licnl College until being gmduated in Hl52.
Returning now to Fairfield, Ohio, the father of
our subject entered upon t.he practice of his pro·
fession, but a year Inter removed to the vicinity of
Milton, Miami County, where he pmctice<l until
1860. We next find him in Jackson Township,
Montgomery County, where he built up a good
pmctice and where he ·sojourned until after the
outbreak of the Civil War. In the spring of 1863
be enlisted in the Fifty-fifth Ohio Infantry and
was mustered in at Columhus as regimental surgeon. In the fall of that ycnr he received promotion, becoming Major Surgeon, and remained with
his regiment until the ciose of the war. He went
with Shet;man on his march through Georgia and
to the sen, and after the surrcll!ler of the Confedemte~ was sent to Cleveland, Ohio, where he re·
ceived his honorahle discharge.
Upon leaving the se1·vice Dr. Hebhle located in
Bnth Township, Greene County, this State, but in
a very short time rcmovc<l to Enon, where he entered upon n successful practice and where he still
resides. He is.now quite well adv11nced in year;;
and is practically retired. His business will nntur·
ally fall into the hands of his son. He is the owner
ot consirlcrable property, consisting of his residence
and a number of lots and is fairly well-to-do. In
religious mattm's he leans toward the doctrines of
the Christian Church. He is an active member of the
Grand Army of the Republic at Enon, and is also
identified with the Independent Orner of Odd Fellows.
Dr. Joseph Hebble was married in Dayton, November 30, 1854, to Miss Elizabeth Casad. This
lady was born in that city and is the daughter of
Aaron and Charlotte (Curtis) Casad, the former of
whom was a native of New Jersey, whence he emigrated to Ohio at an early day. He established the
first fulling mill in Dayton, which lw operated suc·
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cessfully until his death, in 1849. Mrs. H euhle
received a good education, completing her studies
in the city of Dayton and remained uncle\' the parental roof until her marriage. Of this union there
have been born nine children: Frances M. died in
infancy; Emma S., Mrs. Dellahunt, resides in Mad
River Township; Rosa J. , Mrs. l:iheeley, is a resi dent of Springfield; Katie E., Mrs. Swnclner, is a
widow and resides with her parents; M. Elizabeth
follows the profession of a teacher and makes her
home with her parents; Irene Gertrude, nlso occupies herself in teaching ann lives with her parents;
David W., our subject, was the next in order of
birth; Maude Blanche and Robel"t Casad continue
to reside unner the parental roof.
Dr. David H . Hebble was born in the town of
Enon. July 6, 1869, and was given the best of
school advantages. He has been familiar from his
boyhood with medical works, always having a liking for the profession, and he found that this feeling grew upon him as his years ·increased. He
learned much un<ler the instruction of his honored
father and when fully qualified entered Sterling
Medical College at Columbus, from which he was
graduated March 6, 1890, with the degree of M.D.
Returning then to his native place he naturally became the assistant of his father and they are prac ..
tically in partnership. It is safe to say that they
hold the leadership of the profession in this locality. Dr. Hebble, Jr., is a sound Republican, polit ·
cally, and keeps himself thoroughly posted upon
current events. Hosts of friends are watching his
career wiLh ·interest, a career which they predict
will he more than ordinarily successful.

D~

IMROD

MYERS. Among the solid men of
Springfield who have renpecl success from a
~ course of persevering industry and prudent
living, may be properly mentioned Mr. l\Iyers, who
is now retired from ncti ve business and living amid
the comforts of one of the best-regulated homes of
the city. He has been a resident of the Buckeye
State for a period of forty years, and in w-atching
its growth and development has contributed rna-

387

terially in bringing it to its present condition.
Every man who has acquittecl himself honestly and
as a good citizen bas thus been a factor in the prosperity of the place where he makes his home.
A native of Frederick County, Mel., the subject
of this sketch WRS born near Frederick, the county
seat, September 29, 1813. His father, John H.
:Myers, was a native of England. The mother died
when hct· son Nimrod was only two years old, and
he consequently knows little of her family history.
They were the parents of five children-three
clnughters and two sons-of whom Nimrod was the
fourth born. He and his sister Margaret are the
only survivors. The latter is a resirl ent of London,
this State. After his mother's death Mr. Myers
was taken into the home of his uncle, David Morgan, with whom he lived until a youth of seventeen years. Going then to Boonesboro, Md ., he
commeneed leaming the carpenter's trade, at which
he serven an apprenticeship of three anc( one-half
years. Afterward he went to Hagarstown, where
he worked at his trade for a period of eighteen
years.
In 1851 Mr. Myers, leaving his native State,
came to Springfield Rnd put up a small cott"ge, .
which he occupien with his family four years. In
the meantime he followed his trade and operated
as a contractor, superintending the erection of
many of the most important nwellings ancl business
houses of the dty of Springfield. For the long
period of thit·ty-five years he was thus engagecl,
nncl accumulated a competence, so that in 1878 he
wisely retired from these arduous labors anil now
employs his t :me in looking after his p•operty ancl
farming lands. He has in German Township two
hunclred and seventy-seven acres, in a high state of
cultivation and supplied with modern farm huildings. The family resid ence was built in 1859, and is
pleasantly located on West Iligh Street. It is a solid
brick structure, and tbe fact that it has stood the
storms of over thirty winters testifies to the skillful
Rnd thorough manner in which it was built unclcr
t,hc superintendence of its present owner.
Mr . .Myers was marrie<l in 1837, over fifty-tho·ec
years ago, to Miss Mary A. LnshbRugh, of Hagarstown, .Md. Mrs. Myers was born in that town in
1816, and is a daughter of John Lushbaugh, who
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was of German <lescent. This union resulted in
the birth of eight children, all of whom are living:
Ann; William, who lives in Springfield; Edward, in
Omaha; Amelia; Mary; Maria Louisa; Ellen, and
Mattie. Mr. and Mrs. Myers are members in good
standing of the First Lutheran Chut·ch, with which
our subject has been connected for the long space
of forty-five years. In politics he is a sound Republican and an ardent tlefender of the principles
of his party. In the early days he was a Demoernt,
casting his first Presiilential vote for Martin Van
Buren; then became a Whig, and subsequently a
Republican. Fot· six years he has been a member
of the School Board of his district, and has served
on various in1portant committees in connection
therewith, and was genemlly Chairman of the
building committee.

-/
J

AMES D. SCHNimLY.

The valuable an<l

1 attractive farm of one huJHlrecl and ninety

; acres, two miles nortb of the village of

~ Spring Valley, Greene County, which is the

home of the above-named gentleman, is also his
birthplace, and upon it he has spent his entire life
in farming, milling and stock-raising. His natal
day wa~ May 29, 1822. l-Ie receiver! a commonse:•ool education, and under the tutelage of his
father,he became a practical farmer and miller,capable of continuing the work which his parent had
begun. He now ranks among the leading and most
substantial agriculturists and stock-raisers of the
county. In politics he was originally a Whig, his
first Presidential vote having been cast for Henry
Clay in 1844, ani! he has voted at every Presidentinl election siRce, being i!lcntified with theRepublican party since its formation.
The gentleman of whom this biographical sketch
speaks, is a direct descendant of one John Schnebly,
of Switzerlanrl, who crossed the ocean accompanied by a brother Jacob, and settled in l\hrylnnd,
the descendants being slave owners while they lived
in that State. They had come from the vicinity of
Bear, Switzerland, settling near Hagerstown, whet·e
the next in the tlireet line of descent spent his life.

This was Leonard Schnebly, who was horn on the·
ocean, and who upon reaching man's estate married
Elizabeth McLaughlin, a native of Maryland.
Their family comprised three sons and a daughter,
named respectively: James, John, Henry and
Nancy. The latter became the wife of Davi!l Barnett.
The above mentioned James Schnebly opened
his eyes to the light September 18, 17!12, in Fredcrick County, l\fd., and learned the trarle of a carpenter and joiner. During the War of 1812 be
helrl a captain's commission under Col. Barnett.
On July 25, 1813, he was united in marriage with
Catherine Dunn, a native of the same county as
himself, whose natal day was November 11, 1792.
Som e three years after their marriage they removed
to the neighborhood of Hanodsburg, Ky., but a
year latter changed their abode to Lebanon, Warren County, Ohio. The same year Mr. Schnebly
purchased one hundred and forty-three acres where
t.hc subject of this sketch now lives, aml built a
sawmill, removing to the pl:lce in 1819. He cleared
anti improved the farm, and a few years after taking possession of it purchaser! an additional two
hundred and forty acres, but subsequently sol<l
two hundred acres, leaving an est.'l.te of the acrenge
it still comprises. This he retained until !Jis <Ieath,
.July 15 , 1879. In 1833 he built a gristmill with
three burrs, just below his house, and this mill was
opernterl until 1887, since which time it has been
idle.
James Schnebly and his wife were active and
devoted members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, to the support of which they contribute<l
liberally. Mr. Schnebly was a Jackson man until
the veto of the United States Bank Bill by thut
famous General and !'resident, when he became a
Whig, anrl quite as a matter of course, still later
identified himself with the Republican party. He
and his wife had eleven children. .John L ., is a
miller; Elizabeth, married Adison Talbert, a
teacher; Susan R., is the third born; .James D., the
next, is the subject of this sketch; Mary S., is the
wife of Williamson 111iller, of Glasgow, 111o.;
Hiram H., a miller, lives near Ripon, Wis.; Joseph
G., is a physicinn in Topeka, Kan.; Frederick B.,
is a carpenter in Kansas City, Mo.; Ellen F., is the
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next on the family roll; George F., served in the
Seventy-fourth Ohio Infantry, and died at Murfreesboro, Tenu., in his country's cause; Peter R.,
is an attorney at Xenia. Frederick was also a
Union soidier, having been First Lieutenant in the
Twelfth Ohio, and sub~equently holding tlie sume
rank in a signal corps.
The maternal granctparents of our subject, were
George and Susannah (Rentch) Dunn, who reared
a family of three sons and four· daughters, named
respectively: John,'.Jacob, James, Elizabeth, Kezia,
Catherine ancl Mary. The father was a native of
Maryland, and a farmer. His daughter, Catherine,
the mother of our subject, died October 11, 1870.

ON. OLIVER SMITH KELLY. The advantages of a Republican Government are
nowhere more finely illust·rated than in the
<:areer of those who, dwelling under its
protection, have been enabled to rise from an ·humble position in life to one of prominence and affluence, solely by tbeir own efforts; and the career of
such a one should furnish to all those who are
struggling up through many difficulties ·the strongest incentive to diligence and perseverance. A
position thus gained is of far more value than all
the honors and emoluments which can be thrust
upon a man' without any effort of his own to obtain them, for he possesses the foundation stone of
a character that is not likely to be undermined by
the vicissitudes of fortune which will sweep from a
~andy foundation the whole structure of a life,
leaving nothing whereon to rebnild.
The subject of t,his noticll, who is well known
as the President of the Springfield Engine and
Thresher Company, and Vice-President of .tbe Second National Bank of Springfield, is a native of
Clark County, and was born on his father's farm
four miles south of the city, December 23, 1824.
Of substantial Scotch :nd Irish ancestry commingled, he inherited from his forefathers their sterling worth, honest int~grity, and the industry which
has enabled him to make for himself a worthy and
honorable position 9mong his fellow-men. His
immediate progenitors were John and .Margaret
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(McBeth) Kelly. John Kelly served as a soldier
in the War of 1812, and died in the prime of life,
when his son Oliver S. was but an infant of ten
months. The paternal grandfather of our subject
was a native of Ireland, but came to America while
quite young, and settled in Pennsylvania , aml upon
the outbreak of the Revolutionary War shoulderc<l
his musket and did valiant service in the cause of
the Colonists.
Mrs. Margaret Kelly remained a widow about
five years, and was then married a second time.
Oliver S. lived with his mothet· and stepfather until past \tis fourteenth year, and then, on account
of duel treatment by the latter, was forced to
leave the place which he had called home, and thus
driven out without money or friends, be was compelled to seek the means of a livelihood. In due
time he found employment with a llfr. l\Iclntyre,
who lived on a farm a few miles distant, and with
whom he remained probably three and a half years.
He finally decfded to learn carpentel'ing, and accordingly engaged, April 13, 18411, with .Toseph
and John Mcintyre, brothers of his former employer, and served an apprenticeship of three years,
the first two years at the munificent salary of $4
per month and board, and the third year at $6 per
month, giving thus the labor of three years for
$168, vut of which he clothed himself.
At the expiration of this time, starting out as a
journeyman, Mr. Kelly entered the employ of
James Leffel, the inventor of the wonderful Turbine Water Wheel, his wages being $1 per day,
and he boarding himself ttnd furnishing his own
tools. Later he engaged with Daniel Wessenger at
$16 per month ann. board, and with him heremained nine months. In the menntime su~h was
his economy that with the exception of $8, lte
saved all his earnings, and in the spring of I 846,
having t .c neeet"~sary money, wiLh n thorough
lm!Jwlcdge of his trade, he was taken into partnership with J. A. Anderson, who carried on a general
carpenter and building business, and with him he
continued for six years.
Tho next most important and inte1·esting event
in the life of Mr. Kelly was his marrittge, which occurred December 23, 1847, the brid e being 1\'[iss
Rnth Ann, daughter of Baker W. Peck. ilir. Peck
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The Champion Reapers and Mowers grew in
was another soldier of the War of 1812, who setfavor and universal demand, until in 1881' tbe
tled in Springfield in 1817, and was a brickmason.
To Mr. nnrl Mrs. Kelly there was born in rlue time
combined firms had turned out machines to the
number of no less than fifty-three thousand. On
a family of five chilrlren, four sons nnrl one rlnughth~ 12th of November, tbat year, Mr. Kelly sold
ter. Of these there nt·e now only two sons living:
bis third interest in tbe businrss to l\1r. Whitely,
Erlwin S., who was horn April17, 1857, in Springreceiving as part pay the factory, buildings and
field; and Oliver W., born Deccmbet· 11, 1851, in
tbe same place. These sons arc now able and · grounds, these being necessarily abandoned for
more extensive works, farther from tbe center of
enterprising business men, and with their father
the city. llfr. Kelly then tore down and removed
comprise the 0. S. Kelly Company, owning a
the old factory buildings, and upon the site erected,
controlling interest in the .stock, and nlso manufacturing engines, threshers, horse powers, feed
at a cost of $300,000, the famous Arcade. This is
mills, stackers, etc.
one of the most noticeable features of the city of
During the Californin golrl excitement Mr.
Springfield, comprising 1lbc railroad depot, the celebrated Arcade Hotel, innumerable offices, studios
Kelly decided to seek his fortunes on the Pacific
and stores, the post-office and the beautiful Arcade
Slope, anrl accorrlingly leaving his young wife and
infant son in Springfield, stnrted, March 29, 1852, · proper. AU these buildings are m.oclels of archifor the new Elrlorado. He spent his first three
tecture, utility, convenience and comfort, and
months at mining, anrl then, there being n rlcmanrl
illustrate in a marked manner the enterprise and
for skilled carpenters, he repaired to the city of
persevemnce of one man whose progressive mind
Marysville, and for nine months thereafter was in · is always reaching out for something great to conthe employ of Daniel Sifford, with whom he finally
quer.
went into partnership, anrl a few months later purIn October, 1 882, Mr. Kelly purchased the
chased the entire business. He remained in CaliRineheart, Ballard & Co.'s threshing machine works
fornia nearly four years, employing himself as
at Springfield, and formed a stock company, under
above stated until January 21 , 1856. On the 21st
the title of the Springfield Engine and Threshing
of February, following, after a month's journey, he
Company, of which he was unanimously elected
was re-united with bis family at his old home in
President. It soon became necessary to double
Springfield, and sh01·tly afterward embarked in the
the size and capacity o! the building, and to the
wholesale grocery trade.
industries prosecuted therein was added the manuThe above-mentioned enterprise proved disfacture of portable and traction engines of various
tasteful to Mr. Kelly, and as soon as the opportu - kinds. Within three years the business increased
nity offered be sold out. In the fall of 1857 he
about 100 per cent. Through New York agents
became a member ol the firm of Whitely, Fassler &
they began shipping to all p~rts of the world, and
Kelly, and with tb.em engaged in the manufacture
the value of their machines was indicated by the
of the Champion Reaper and Mower. That first
constantly increasing sales and a corresponding
year they turned out one hundt·eu and twenty-one
demand.
machines, and the business increased so rapidly that
In the meantime, although having such extensive
in 1868 the product of their manufacture aggrebusiness interests, Mr. Kelly kept in view the magated twenty-seven hundred machines. The busiterial welfare of his adopted city, and became
ness had now become so extendrd that it was
prominent in local affairs. He served as a memthought best to divide the United titatcs into three
her of the City Council for •a period ol six years,
territories, which necessitated the formation of
and during the constru<:tion of the new waterworks
three companies, namely: Ward~r. Mitchell & Co.;
wns a mem her of the Board of Trustees. Originally
tbe Champion Machine Company; and Whitely,
n Whig, he irlentlliecl himself with the Republican
Fassler & Kelly, the first two mentioned paying to
party Inter, and is an ardent advocate of protection
the latter a royalty from that date.
for American industries. In his career has been
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largely illustrated the intelligence of the brain as
well as the labor of the hand, and he generously
acknowledges that during his years of struggle and
toil he found a true and noble helpmate in his
honored wife, whose wise management of her household, nnd whose industry and frugality, as well ns
her cheerful counsel and sympathy, proved of inestimable value to him, and he maintains that without
this aid he would scarcely have arrived at the point
of his present prosperiLy.
Personally, Mr. Kelly is of modest and unassuming demeanor, and while surrounded by all the
appliances of wealth and culture, becomes the personal friend of his employes, neither cringing to
the wealthy ot· looking down on the poor. He is
·regarded as one of the fathers of his adopted city.
an<l bas contributed largely to her wealth and
prosperity. He enjoys the confidence and esteem
of hosts of friends, and is one whose name will be
held in honored rem em brnnce long after be has
departed henee.
Mr. Kelly among his other beneficences erected,
in 1889, a large fountain, in the centre of what is
now called Fountain Square, at a cost of $6,000,
donating it to the city of Springfield. It is a beautiful structure, 8.dorned with numerous pieces of
statuary, and proves one of the attractions of the
the city. Mr. Kelly served as Mayor one term,
filling the position acceptably and with the good
judgment which has characterized all his transactions whether of a public or private nature. Elsewhere in this volume appears a lithographic portrait
of the l-Ion . Mr. Kelly.

OHN FANSLER came to Ohio in pioneer
days before he had atta-ined to manhood,
and for more than half a century has been n
resirlent of this State, and has been an inter~stcd witness of much of its rlevelopmcnt from the
wild prairies anrl primeval forests of f01 mer rlays
to its present prosperous condition ·as one of the
leading commonwealths in the part of the United
States which was known in the early years of this
century as the Northwest Territory. Ry frugality
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anrl energetic labor he has accumulated a com petence and established a comfortable home, which,
when he purchased it thirty-five years ago, was isolated on the outskirts of Springfield, hut is now in
the henrt of the city, surrounde-1 by substantial
buildings on every hand , such has been the progress of this municipality since he settled here permanently.
1\ir. Fansler was born in Frnnklin County, Pa.,
May 6, 1818. His father , Henry Fansler, was a native of the same State, and was there reared, and
after his marriage with Mary Denlnbaum, also of
that State, he located in Franklin County. Residing the1·e until 1836, in that year, with his wife
and six Lhildren, he emigrated to Ohio, the entire
journey being made with one horse and a wagon.
He located at Massillon, where he rented a farm.
Four years later, in 1840, he removed from there
to this county, and renting a home one mile from
the center of this city, the closing years of his life
were passed here, he being quite old at the time
of his settlement here, and living in retirement until his death. The mot!Jer of our subject spent her
last days in his home. The following is recorded
of her six children: John is the subject of our
sketch; James died here in 1887; Ann lives with
our subject; Mary is d~ceased; Margaret lives in
California; Madeline lives in t!Jis county.
John Fansler was the second son in the family,
and was eighteen years old when he accompanied
his parents to this State. He assisted his fat!Jer in
the management of the farm that he rented in
1-itark County, and came with ~he family to this
county in 1840. Soon after he entered the employ
of John Lance as a team;ter, there being no rail.
ways in this seP-tion at the time, and all transportation was with teams. He worked for Mr. Lance
one year and then David Shaffer hired him to
drive a six-horse team between Springfield nnd Cincinnati , and also between the former city and Columbus. The charge for drawing mercWtndise from
Cincinnati to Springfield was from fifty to seventy-five cents .Per one hundred pounds, and was
was quite " profitable business. Mr. Fansler; while
tbus engaged, !Jad a fine opportunit_y to see n good
deal of the country embraced in Southwestern Obio
·a nd to witness its gradual development, and can
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have a keener perception of the wonderful changes
wrought here by the hand of man within the last
half a century. The country hotels, which abounded
when he traveled over the road, are now things of
the past. fhey were not more than four or five miles
apart on the main thoroughfares,ancl good entertainment for man and beast was provided at reasonable
prices. Thus for lodging, supper and breakfast for
the driver, and feed arlfl stabling for six horses the
entire hill was but $Ui0.
Our subject continued teaming until the railways
were built, and then bought a team for himself,
and was employed by 1\'!r. Shaffer to draw stone
the succeecling ten years until the latter's death.
He uien engaged with William Thompson the following fifteen years, and that gentleman closing his
business at that time, he was employed by different
persons. He judiciously saved and invested his
earnings, and was thus enabled to establish himself
comfortably in his present home on West Main
Street, where he has lived for the last thirty-five
years.
Mr. Fansler lives in retirement, enjoying the
well.earne<l ft'uit of his early toil, gladly sharing
his home with his sister, who materially contributes
to his comfort. In the community where so many
years of his life have been passed, our subject is well
known, and is held in general esteem for those
qualities of head and heart that make him a good
neighbor and a desirable citizen.

j OHN MIDDLETON. The results of indus11 try and perseverance are well illustrated in

J

~I J

the life of John Middleton, of Xenia Township, Greene County, who is looked upon as
one of its snbstantinl citizens. His early surroundings were such as to implant within him the stability
and self-reliance which are essential in the formation of a complete character. He was at an early
age inured to bard work, and with only a limited
education, started out on the highway of life, commencing the journey entirely dependent upon his
own resource~. Years of labor and the practice of
~

a prudent economy finally brought their legitimate
reward. Mr. Middleton is now the owner of a fine
home in the shape of a farm consisting of three
hundred and eighty-three broad acres which he has
brought to a high state of cultivati_on, and which
are the source of an ample income. His fields arc
enclosed with neat and substantial fencing, while
the residence and outbuildings indicate in a marked
degree the enterprise of the proprietor. Every- ·
thing about the premises is kept up in good shape,
and there is an air of thrift and prosperity surrounding them which is delightful to contemplate.
The traveler passing by this attractive homestead,
invariably pauses to look a second time, and carries away with him a picture which he will often
think of afterward.
The subject of this notice, a son of one of the
earliest pioneers of this county, was born January
14, 1827, in Cresar's Creek Township, at the homestead which his father had practically built up from
the wilderness. There he spent the first thirty-five
years of his life, confining his attention to agricul·
tural pnrsuits, and becoming thoroughly familiar
with the arts of plowing, sowing and reaping, and
the multifarious duties always attending a well-conducted farm. About 1864 he changed his residence
to Xenia Township, of which be has since been n
resident. It is hardly necessary to state that he
is widely and favorably known throughout the
county, as forming a part of the bone and sinew of
its material interests, and he has con~ributed largely
to its growth and development. Its treasury each
year receives from him a fine revenue in the shape
of taxes, while his influence has always been cast
upon the side of progress, education and morality.
The marriage of John Middleton and Miss Rose
Ann Huffman, was celebrated at the bride's home
in Xenia in June, 1851. Mrs. 1\'!i<ldleton was born
March 6, 1829, in Clinton County, this State, and
is the daughter of Daniel and 1\lary Huffman, who
were natives. of Virginia ancl Ohio. The mother
is deceased, and the father resides on the old homestead in Clinton County, Ohio. Mr. Middleton at
the time of his marriage was a yonng man of
twenty-two years. He settled with his young wife
upon the old homestead, and lived there until his
removal to Xenia Township. They have laborPd
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together in the accumulation of their property, ancl
side !Jy side have established themselves in the es.
teem and confidence of those around them.
The father of our subject was James Midclleton,
who emigrated to Ohio from Martinsburg, Va.,
about 1825, and settled in Cresar's Creek Town.
ship. Taking up a trnct of wild lanrl, he proceeded
with its cultivation and improvement, and there
established a comfortable home for his family.
There he spent the remainder of his life, passing
away in 1887. The maiden name of his wife was
Angeline Mussetter. She likewise rlied at the old
homestead soon after the close of the late Civil
War. The parental family consisted of eleven chi!·
dren, nine of whom are living. Mr. Middleton
while keeping himself posted upon events of general interest, bas wisely held himself aloof from
politics, simply casting his vote at the time of geneml elections in support of the Democratic party.
He is one of those men whose name will be remembered throughout the county long after they have
been gathered to their fathers.

ILAS BALES. The old pioneers are fast
passing away, comparatively few being
now left to tell the tale of their early
struggles and privations. Among those
now deceased and whose names are worthy of
being held in remembrance, may be most properly
mentioned him with whose name we in trod uee this
sketch. He was one of the most substantial men
of Jefferson Township and di(d at his home there
July 15, 1882. He was born in Cresar's Creek
Township, Greene County, June 11, 1814, and was
the son of John Bales and the grandson of Elijah
Bales, a history of whom will be found on another
page in this volume.
Silas Bales spent his boyhood and youth in his
native towuship, being trained to habits of industry
and receiving a good education in the common
schools~
He mnde good use of his time with his
hooks and developed into a successful teacher,
which profeosion he followed from the time he was
quite a youth until after his marriage. 'fhe_n, on

395

account of failing health, be decided to turn his attention wholly to agricultural pursuits, and first
purchased a small farm of sixty-two acres in what
is now Jefferson Township. He commencerl with
very little means but he found a brave assistant in
his wife, who spun wool and flax and wove cloth
and caq:iets, while he taught school during the winter season ancl thus by their united efforts, they
succeeded in paying for theit· borne. Thereafter
they were prospered and a<ldecl to their possessions
by the purchase of one bundre•l and eighty acres
of land near by. Mr. Bales brought the whole to
a good state of cultivation, improving it with good
buildings, and at the time of his death was free from
debt, leaving to his family an estate unincumbered
and valuable.
Mr. Bales was an honest, hardworking man, firm
in his convictions and one in whom his neighbors
had entire confidence. He always maintained a
warm interest in the building up of his adopted
township, socially, morally and financially. He at
an early date identified himself with the Methodist
Episcopal Church, in which he served for many
years as a Steward and Class-Leader and gave to it
a liberal support. In politics, he was a stanch Democrat, hut steadily declined as~uming the responsibilities of office.
The subject of this notice was married in Cresar·s
Creek Township, October 15,1840, to Miss Elizabeth
Smith. She was born in this township, April 30,
1818, and is the daughter of Charles and Sarah
(Kimel) Smith, who were natives of Virginia. Mr.
and' .1\lrs. Smith were reared and married in their
native State and remained there until after the
buth of one child. Thence they emigrated to Ohio
overland on horseback, bringing with them their
family, having shipped their gc>ods by water. Their
goods, however, yvere lost or stolen as they never
recoverecl them and could hear nothing from them
afterward. This was a great drawback, but they
made the best of circumstances and finally weathered the gale and by the exercise of great industry
and economy succeeded in placing themselves in
comfortable circumstance•. They settled in what
is now Cresar·.~ Creek Township, about the time of
the outbreak of the War of 1812. Mr. Smith secured one hundred and thirty acres of land which
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be brought to a good state of cultivation and
whereon he and his estimable wife spent the remainder of their days. They lived to be quite age4,
Mr ..~miLh having attained to the age of over eighty
years. His wife died when past sixty-five.
To the parents of Mrs. Bales there wus born a
family of nine children, six of whom are living.
They were all taught habits of industry and economy, and Mrs. Bales at an early ·age became familiar with the arts of housewifery and was thus fully
fitterl to become the partner of a good man's home.
She was not only the means of saving money for
her husband, but assisted him in mal<ing it and the
comforts wll ich she now enjoys are no more than
that to which she is justly entitled. ~he is the
mother of two children only, the eldest of whom,
Sarah, is the wife of · Moses McKay and they are
living on a farm in Clinton County, wllere they arc
well known and in good circumstances. Martha
married .Joseph P. Hollingsworth, who is represented on another page in this volume.
For fifty-eight years Mrs. Bales has been a consistent member of tlle Methodist Episcopal Cuurch.
Although seventy-two years old, she is still hearty
and active and enjoys the esteem and confidence of
hosts of friends. ~lie has weathered the storms of
adversity and misfortune, but tllrougll them a,ll preserved the same cheerful and courageous spirit
which is one of the murked cllaracteristics of her
race, of which she is a most worthy representative.

I

ENJAMIN F. PRINCE. Professor of Greek
and History in Wittenhe•·g College, Spring·
field, exemplifies in his life the truth of the
poet's words, "He most jives who tllinks
most, feels the noblest, acts the best." He is of
German lineage, and is a grandson of Adam and
Eve (Buroker) Prince, who removed from Virginia to Kentucky in tlle year 1805, and thence to
Champaign County, Ohio, in 1809. They were
devoterl members of the Lutheran Church, in the
faith of whieh their children were reared. Their
only sun, William, was born in the Blue Grass
State in 1807, but grew to manhood on the farm

in Ohio. Although reared amid tlle arduous toils
and privations of pioneer life, he became well acquainted with the more useful branches of knowledge. His business talents were marked, anrl be
excelled as a mechanic without having served au
app1·enticeship. He became a farmm·, prosecuting
the labors of that occupation until he was forty
years of age, when be was called hence by the angel
of death.
The maternal grandparents of Benjamin l'riuce
were Christian and Mary Magdaline ( Zimmm·man)
Norman, who, like the Prince family, removed
from the Shenandoah Valley, Va., taking up their
abode in Champaign County, Ohio, in 1805. Their
home was the headquarters for Lutheran, Reformed
and Methodist preachers, their Christian hospitality
and fraternal spirit ueing manifested toward all
believers witll whom they came in contact. Their
daughter Sarah, who became the wife of William
Prince, was taken, with a brother and sister, eight
or nine miles to receive the ordinance or baptism
at the hands of a Methodist preacher, no Lutheran
preacher having yet visited the county. This
broa<l and fraternal Christian spirit was a characteristic of both families of ancestors of our subject,
and has been inherited lJy their descendants. They
hud come to Ohio not only to buy cheap lands,
but to get away from slavery and its evil effects
npon society. Mr. Norman became possessor of
large tracts of lund . Adam Prince, the grandfather of Prof. Prince, was a soldie•· in the War of
1812, and for a •hort time was kept in a block
bouse near the present site of Tiffin, by the dangerous proximity of the enemy.
In Champaign County, December 12, 1840, the
family of William anu Sarah (Norman) Prince,
which alL"eady comprised two sons and three daughters, was increased by the birtll of a son, whose
history it is our purpose to record. His early
school days were passed in the traditional log
schoolhouse, and after the age of twelve years his
schooling di<l not average more than forty days per
year. Having a thirst for lmowledge, he studied
at borne, among the branches which he pursued
being Natural Phi:osopby, Physiology and History. At the age of seven years he was left fatherless, his training from that time being in the hands
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of a pious mother, under whose tutelage the religious element of his character was developed, and
tempered his ardent love of lmowledge. At the
age of twelve years he became a subscriber to the
Evcwgelical Luthe1·an, and when that paper went
out of existence his name was tmnsferred to the
Observer. This fact indicates the hold which religion had upon his youthful mind and was a
bright prophecy of Christian manhood.
In the fall of 1860 y_oung Pl"ince was able to
enter Witten berg College, and beginning in the
~reparatory department, he completed the course
of study and was gradnated in 1865. During his
Freshman year he was elected essayist to represent
the Excelsior Society in a pu'vlic anniversary. In
his Sophomot·e year he represented the same society in a contest between it and the Philosophian,
and in his Senior year he was debater in another
contest between those societies, which were a recognized power in the erlticational induences of the
college. After his graduation be began the study
of Theology, and in 1869 was oQrclained to the
ministt·y. In the meantime, in April, 1866, be had
been appointed tutor in his Alma Mater, serving with commrndable success until 1869, when he
was promoted to be Principal of the Preparatory
Department and Professor of History, three years
later becoming Assistant Professor of Greek.
In 1879, 1\Ir. Prince was elected to the Chair of
Greek ancl History, which he is still ably filling.
He also lectures considerably upon Political Economy, United 'States Constitution, anrl Constitutional Development, while during his professorship
he bas given instruction in various branches beside
those mentioned, among them being the Latin of
the regular course and English Literature. Prof.
Prince bas sgrvcd for a number of years as Chairman of the Prudential Committee, which is elected
by the Board of College Directors, and nis splen.
did business abilities have been used to the advantage of the institution . He has nlso served the
college as Libmrian, ond as a member of the Building Committee in 1883, the duties of Superintendent of Construction devolved upon him and he
renderecl valuable service.
The usefulness of Prof. Prince has extended beyond the college, and embraces municipal, literary
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nncl religious labors. He has be~ n a frequent contributor to the Lutheran Evangelist :mel Wittenberger, ar.rl has also prepared au article on Dt·. H. H .
.Muhlenberg in "Lives of the Leaders of our Church
Universal." He has been a member of the City
Board of School Examiners for nearly fifteen years,
ancl in 1881, after eamest solicitation, permitted
his name to be used as a candidate for the City
Council, in which he rPpresented the Second Ward
fot· six years. As one of the city fathers he was
enabled to secure much-needed improvements of
the north side of the city. He has been prominent
in the Sunday-school work in the county , and for
four years has been l't·esidcnt of the Clark County
Sunrlay-school Union . l-Ie has also held office in
the l<"irst Luthemn Church, in this city, of which
his wife is also a member.
In 1869, Mr. Prince was united in marriage
with Miss Ellen Sandtrson, an intelligent and
accomplished young lady of this city, who was
born in Lebanon, Pa. She is a daughter of Col.
J. P. Sanderson, of the regular army, who, on
being assigned to the Western department, brought
his family to Springfield in order to better educnte his children. Mr. and Mrs. Prrnce are the
parents of three daughters :md one son, named
rCSJiectively: Grace, Flora, Walter N. and Mabel.
In politics, he is a Republican.

e

HARLES A. HARRIS, Secretary and Treas-·
urer of the Citizens' Street Railway, of
Springfiehl, was one of the original incorporators of this company about the time of its organization, in 1883, and was at once elected to his
ptesem position. He is well fitterl, both by nature
and acquirements, for pushing an enterprise which
is naturally calculated to be of great value to the
puhlic. His native place was at Port William,
Clinton County, this State, and the date of his
birth November 5, 1841. His parents were Joel
and Chnrlotte (Compton) Harris, the former a native of Giles County, Tenn ., and the latter of Fairfield, Greene County, this State.
This branch of the Harris fa[l)ily traces its de-
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scent from English ancestry and the father of our
subject was one of the early settlers of Clinton
County, Ollio. Subsequently he removed to
Champaign County, of wbich be was a resident ten
years. Thence he went to Ne..,· Carlisle, Ind.,
and spent the c·losing years of llis life, dying in
February, 188i, in tbe seventy-third year of !.tis
age. For more tban fifty years be bad been a practicing pbysician and became widely and favorably
known both in O.l!io and Indiana. The wife and
mother is still living and makes her home at New
Carlisle, Ind. The parental family included five
sons and one daughter , the latter being Catherine,
tlo.e wife of Ellis Taylor, a resident of New Carlisle,
Ind .; Edward H., is engageit in the groce•·y trade,
William F . is a dea ler in b·oots and shoes, .Joseph
C. is a groceryman, and Ralph W., occupies him self as a uanker; all are residents of New Carlisle,
Incl.
The subject of this notice was tbe eldest son of
his parents and pursued his studies in a country
scllool in the vicinity of King 's ·Creek, Ohio.
)Vl!en seventeen years old he entered t he grocery
store of his uncle, J . C. Coulson, of Urbana, with
wl!om !te remained as " elerk until approaching
l!is majority. Going tl!en to Lu Porte, Ind ., he
employed bimself as a clerk in a dry-goods store
for six yeat·s. Desirous now of I.Jrigbtning up his
business knowl~dge he entered Duff's Commercial
College, at Colurn bus, Ohio, where be took a fulll
course of study wbicb proved of g reat benefit.
\\' e next Bnd Mr. Harris in the employ of the
Merchant's Express Company at Urbana, with which
he remained until it was consolidated with the
Am erican. In I ~'iz he came to Springfield and
entered the employ of P. P. l\bst & Co., as bookk~pet·, a position which l! e filled acceptably five
years and at the ex piration of this time he was
elected Cashier of the Springfiel•l Nation2l Bank,
which was organized in 1882. This position he
held three y rars.
Tl!c marriage of Charles A. Harris and Miss
Lydia Mast was cc.lcbrated at the bride's home
on May 5, 1865 . This lady was born June 27,
1842, in King's Creek, and is a daughter of Joseph
and Susan (By~rs) Mast. Of this union there have
been I.Jom four children, namely: Herbert l\I., Lot-

tie .1\J., Ada C. and Hettie. The family residence
is pleasantly situated at No. 197 West Jefferson
Street. 1\Ir. and Mrs. Harris are members in good
standing of St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church
in whicb Mr. Harris offidates as Steward and is
looked upon as one of its chief pillars. He · cast
his first Presidential vote for Lincoln and is a fervent supporter of tbe princ·iples of t he Republican
party.

AMUEL T. REMSBERG . It gives us
pleasure to include in this volnmc a biographical notice of one whose life has been
spent in tbe quiet performance of duty,
and who, without filling any prominent position
in public affairs, has gained the esteem and confidence of neighbors and friends. Clark County bas
been the borne of tbis gentleman for less than a decade, but success has crownerl bis efforts since
coming here, a~ his home in Moorefield Township is one of comfort, neatness, anrl pleasant home
life.
1\Ir. Remsberg was born in Frederick County,
1\Id., Novernbet· 6, 1845, his parents being Benjamin and Charlotte (Zimmerman) Remsberg, who
were born in the same State, and who still live in
the county wbich was h is birthplace. Their family
consisted of thirteen child ren, tl!ree of wbom are
now deceased. Elizabeth V. is the widow of Edward Mobley, and her home is in Dayton; the next
in point of n.ge is om subject; Marizilla is the wife
of George W. Toms, of Indiana; i:;usan C. is tl!e
wife of J. H . Rice, of Arkansas ; Ora is the wife of
Ch arles W. Shafer, of Maryland; Jennie, 1\I•·s.
Honk, lives in Virginia; Ida is the wife of J. H.
Routzahn, i:t Maryland; Sylvester G. , John E. and
,Laura are living in tbeit· native State.
Tl!e s11bject of this sketch received but limited
scbool privileges, and is principally self educated.
He was reared to manhood in his native State,
spending a part of tbe time on a farm, and a part
in labor in a woolen mill, of which his father was
proprietor. From early years he has been a hard
worker, having even assisted his father in tbe support of the family, and giving his parents his entire
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time until twenty-seven years of age. He may well
be called self made in his financial standing, the
information which he aas acquired, and the habits
of industry ann uprightness which characterize his
life. He and his estimalJle wife belong to the
Methodist Episcopal Church at Moorefield, ann he
is a member of the Republican party.
The lacly who ably presides over the home of
Mr. Remsberg was known in her girlhood as Martha J. Selsam , and became llis wife Nov. 10, 1874.
She was born in :llnryland, and is a daughter of
David and Catherine Selsam, of that State, her
father being now clcceased. She has borne her
husband six children, namen respectively: Benjamin D., Katie 111., Hattie E. , Frank C., Arthur S.
and Myrtle H. In 1882 the family removed from
thcir native St.'l.tc to their present home, where
prosperity bas awaited tbelij, and where they hope
for still greater results from their efforts in the
years to come.

r,

D W 1 N RITENOUR HOTSENPILLER.
There is probably not a citizen of Clark
County more widely or favombly known
than he with whose name we introduce this biographical outline , and whose portrait is presentee!
on the opposite page. He is practically independent, financially, being an extensive landowner,
ancl having one farm of seven hundred acres, besides other choice land in Clark County. In 1879
there was discovered in Union County the famous
magnetic springs, now a popular resort for a large
nnmber of in<livicluals, especially those afflicted
with rheumatic aucl other ailments, for which the
springs furnish an almost certain cure. The proprietor bas erected convenient builclings,thorougbly
equipped with everything necessary for the comfort
of patrons, and the springs have attained a wide
reputation throughout this and adjoining States.
The subject of this notice was borll in the city
of Chillicothe, Ross County, this State, and is the
son of Charles and Amelia (lWenour) HotsenpiiJer, both of whom were born and reaJ'e<l in Frederick County, Va. The paternal grnnclfather was
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.Jacob Hotsenpiller, who traced his ancestors to
Prussia, and who wu.s a regularly ordained minister of the llfetho<list Episcopal Church. The family was represented in America proba bly !luring
the Colonial days, and we1·e numbered nmong the
early pioneers of the Old Dominion.
The first
transfer made in real. estate, in the State of Virginia, was in the name of Hotscnpiller.
The father of our subject accompanied his parents from Virginia to Ross County , this State, in
1830, they locating in the then infant town of
Chillicothe, where Charles em barkecl in mercantile
business, also carriecl on farming and became an
extensive grain dealer. Owing to the dishonesty
of those with whom he was associattd in partnership, he lost heavily . His death took place in
1872. The wife and mother is still living and,
notwithstanding she is quite aged , is active in
mind ancl body. The five children of the parental
falll'ily are rec()rcled as follows : l\1ary E. is the
wife ofJ. W. Coles, junior mArnber of the firm of
Schincller & Coles, undertakers; Edwin R., our
subject, was the second born; Charles W. for
many years was a Captain in the United States
Army, and is now retired ; Eliza H. is the wife of
John B. Crain; Kate I. makee her home with her
mother, in Springfield .
Mr. Hotsenpiller pursued his early studies in
the common scllools of his native city, and later
entered the Ohio Conference High School , after
which he became a pupil of the CincinnaLi" College,
His
from which he was graduated in 1852.
father's failure in business threw him upon his
own resources, and be learned the printer's trade,
also stereotyping-, during the intervals of his attendance at college in Cincinnati.
After completing his sturlics be went to Sandusky, this State,
and purchased the Sandusky R egiste>", of which paper be was editor and publisher two years, and which
under his good management became a great financial EI1Ccess. Owing to ill-heulth, however, he was
obliged to retire from the arduous duties of a
morning daily paper.
·
Early in the year of 1852, Mr. Hotsenpiller went
to Dayton, and entered the employ of a stereotyper, to whom he became a very valuable assistant on account of his experience in the business
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and uis natural adaptability to it. Not uaving occasion to use the money which he earned, he allowed it to remain with his employer until the
amount aggregated $1,000. He took n note for
the amount, which he SLLbscquently applied to the
purchase of a stock of books, stationery and notions, at Spri:lgfield, giving uis note for the balance, his stock being valued at $5,000. He soon
had his goods arranged in a convenient store, and
in a short time built up a lnrge trade, which resulted in the rapid accumulation of money. The
man, however, from whom he took the $1,000 note
failed in business before it became due, thus neccssit"..ting the enforced payment of the same by Mr.
Hotsenpiller, and this caused him to sell his business in order to meet it.
After settling his claim Mr. Hotsenpiller was
still left with some means and, in 1880, began
dealing in real estate, and in this enterprise was
also successful, handling pot only local prop!trty,
but reaching out into different States adjoining.
In 1881 be laid out wh11.t is known as Hotsenpiller's
Addition to the city of Springfield, from which be
has realized handsome returns.
Later, owing to
the condition of his health, he went to the magnetic springs in Union County, which afforded him
relief in such a short time that, in 1885, he determined upon purchasing the springs, which he
did, and soon had arranged for the erection of
various needed buildings, including the Park Hotel
and magnetic bath house, cottages and various
other structmes. Near by is the lake which receives the surplus water from the springs, by which
it is partly surrounded, and which forms a beautiful sheet of wat\>r. The hotel has the capacity for
for accommodating one hundred nnd fifty guests,
while the numerous cottages adjacent are conveniently furnished suitable for the tempm·ary use
of families. The springs are not only a healthy
resort, but fum ish a quiet retreat fo> any who wish
to avail themselves of summer rest and recuperation.
Mr. Hotsenpiller spends most of his time, especially during the summer months, at the springs,
while at the same time he looks after his lands and
the Rock Point Mills, in Clark County, of which
he is proprietor. He was one of the original

s~ock-holders of the Springfield Brass Company, of
which he was made President, and be is also a
stockholder in the Champion Electric Light Compnny at Springfield. Socially, he belongs to Clark
Lodge, No. 101, A. F. & A.M., and Moncrieffe
Lodge, No. 33, K. of P.
l\fr. Hotsenpiller is unmarried. He is possessed
of more than ordinary intelligence, and that genial
and companionable disposition which has drawn
around him hosts of friends. He is recognized as
one of the most valued citizens of Clark County,
and bas contrilmted his full quota to the fmtherance of its best interests.

-------+!~·~~~§+•~!-·---------

DWIN F. HILL is well known to business
men in i'pringfield as the Secretary and
Treasurer of the Champion Chemical Company, which wAs incorporated in May, 1888. The
business of the company is the manufacture of embalming fluid and the Boyd Burglar Proof Grave
Vaults. .Mr. Bill is the originator of the embalming fluid business and also the founder of the stock
company which now controls it. He has manifested
such qualifications for a business career as have
given him an excellent standing in commercial circles, while his social qualities make · him a popular member of various lodges and the society of
the city in which he makes his home. He is a. native
of i:ipringfield, where he first saw the light of day
August 4, 1849 .
The subject of this biographical notice received
his early education in the schools of Springfield,
continuing his studies during his youth and becoming possessed of much practical knowledge. Upon
beginning his business career he became connected
with the firm of Deardorf, l\1illen & Co., manufacturers of coffins, as a traveling salesman. Subsequently be became a member of the firm of Boyd,
Hill & Co., manufacturers of caskets, and in 1887
be started the manufacture of the embalming fluid,
during the same years being also a member of tbe
firm of E. F . Hill & Co. When the stock company
was formed and incorporated, Dr. A. A. Baker was
made President, S. E. Baker Viee-President, and
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Mr. Hill Secretary and Treasurer. The Champion
Ghemical company has Luilt up a thriving business
and finds a ready sale for their goods in tlJe North ,
South, East and West. Their fine works are an
ornament to the manufacturing districts of the
city and afford employment to a number of men,
thus adding to the other trade of the city.
Mr. Hill is a member of .Clark Lodge No. 101,
F. & A.M.; of Springfield Chapter No. 48, R A .
M.; and Springfield Council No. 17, Royal and
Select Mo.~ ters . He is a member of the First Presbyterian Church to which his wife and daughter also
belong.

-·~-.
AlliES H. KYLE. In Deceml:.rr , 1870, Mr.
Kyle, who is a native of this county, opened
a livery and feed stable in Xenia, which ue
has since eond ucted successfully and ue is
now in the enjoyment of a flourishing business. His
main building is of brick, 1 00x7 4 feet in dimen.
sions, atid in the rear is a frame structure forty
feet square, within which are all the equipments
necessary for the carrying on of the enterprise,
which reeei ves its patronage from the leading people <Jf this vicinity.
The inter~sts of Mr. Kyle have centered in
Greene County all his life, as be has grown with
its growth and advanced in proportion to its prosperity.
He was born February 12, 1838, two
miles north of Xenia, at the lJomestead of his parents, James and Delilah (Gartrell) Kyle, who were
natives of Pennsylvania, and cam e each with their
respective parents to this county as early as 1825.
The father secured a tract of land and prosecuted
agriculture all his life.
He departed hence in
1861 , aged sixty-five years. He bad been a peaceful and law-abiding citizen, honest and industrious,
and enjoyed the esteem and confidence of all who
knew him. The mother passed away in 1884, at
tile advanced age of eighty-six years: she was a
lady uf many estimable qualities and a devoted
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The
parental housellold included five children, viz. :
Samuel, Sarah J. , .James H.: Margaret, who died,
after ber marriage to Simon Sidenstck, when RlJout

J

thirty y ears old, and William_ The Kyle family
is of Scotch-Idsh ancestry, while the Gartrell's
originated in Germany.
l\Ir. Kyle began to "pa<hlle his own canoe" when
a lad of eight years, leaving the parental roof and
employing himself at whatever he could find to do
until a youth of sixteen . He then commenced an
appreuticeship at the carpenter's trade, which he
prosecuted until after the outbreak of the Civil
War. In August, 1862, he enlisted as a Union
soldier in Comp•my I-I, Ninety-fourth Ohio Infantry, and was with his regiment at all the battles
in which it participated, including some of the
most important engagements of the war. He met
the enemy in front of Richmond, and was at Perryville, Chattanooga and Atlanta, also at Chickamauga where he was slightly wounded.
At
Bentonville he received a wound in the right arm
which later necessitated its amputation . Shortly
afterward he was sent to th e hospital on East
River, N . Y., l•y the way of Charleston, S. C., and
thence to Newberne. He wns discharged from the
hospital in tb~ summer of 1865, and returning to
Xenia was elected Town Clerk, which office he
held fo1· a period of seven years. He was United
States Assessor two years, served eleven months
as Inspector nnd was Deputy Sheriff four years . •
In 1874, he was elected Sheriff of Greene County,
which office be held two terms.
Mr. Kyle was married , in l\Iay, 1876, to Miss
Lottie, daughter of Daniel and Mary Brubaker.
This lady was horn in Franklin County, Ohio.
Her parents were natives of Pennsylvania and are
stilliving. Of this union there have been born
no children.

ARON CRITES is one of the leading farmers
and stock-misers of Spl'ing Valley Township, Greene County, his home farm being
one of tile finest in the entire valley, and
comprising one hundred and ninety acres of land.
It has been carefully and intelligently conducted,
and presents an attractive appearance to the eye
of the passer-by, evincing- its productiveness and
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the thrift of its OIVner. He also owns another
farm of one hundred acres in Greene County. He
has suved in local positions, and is an honored
and respected member of the community. He
belongs to the Free & Accepted 1\Iasons and the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and both he
and his wife are active members of the Methodist.
Episcopal Chnrcll.
The birtllplace of Mr. Crites is New Creek,
Grant County, W.Va., his natal day having been
February 23, 1840. He was reared on ~ farm, and
in his youth removed with his parents to this State,
where the most of his education was obtained. His
school privileges were quite limited, but although
be has not the extended knowledge sometimes obtained in the schoolroom, be is intelligent and well
informed, his native intelligence and the resources
to wllich anyone desirous of information can have
access having given him a large fund of information.
When twenty-one years old Mr. Crites began
his career in life, meeting with some discouragements and having some disadvantages to overcome, but gradually and surely reaching a position
of financial comfort. On the 18th of February,
18.72, he was united in marriage with Margaret E.,
widow of Lewis "V. Babb, who was horn on tile
place where she now resides. Her natal day was
March 19, 1839, and she is a daughter of Robert
and Sarnil (Coppic) Evans. Tile h~ppy union
has been blessed by the birth of two childrenWilliam E. und Sarah May.
The subject of this sketch tr•.ces his paternal
ancestry baek to Germany, the first of the line in
this country being his grandfather, Jacob Cl"ites.
He bad six sons-Jacob, John, Solomon, .Joel,
Phillip and Jonathan. Joel Crites married Sarah,
dnugbter of Josepil and Catherine (Bond) Crites,
of West Virginia, his own native State having
been Pennsylvania. Tiley had nine childrenClara, wife of George \V. Fletcher, of Missouri;
Aaron; John, now living in Nebraska, who be.looged to the One Hundred and Tenth Ohio Infantry during the late war; Hannah, Sarah; Jane,
now Mrs. Parks; Abraham and Isan.c (twins); and
Lovina, who died in Ohio. The latter was twice
married, her first husband being John Shoemaker,

and the second .John Jackson. Tile mother of this
family died in 1838, and the father subsequently
•:nnrried Nancy Suoemaker, of Greene County, who
bore three children-William, now decensed, Clara
and Mat-y.
Joel Crites was and still is a farmer. In 1855
he came to tuis State, residing for a year in Spring
Valley Township, Greene Connt.y, and tilence
going to Montgomery County, Ill., where he remained two years. He then returned to the Buckeye State, remaining there until the spring of 1862,
when he changed his abode to DeKalb County,
Mo., where be is still living. In politics, he is a
Democrat. The parents of our subject were members of the Lutheran Church in West ,Virginia,
but on coming to Ouio they became identitieu with
the Metllodist Episcopal denomination.

--+- *--+--

-1 AMES WILLOUGHBY. In the career of
II the subject of this notice we have that of a

J
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mn.n who has made for himself an admirable
record as an individual ar.d a citizen, aud
who has endeavored to "arry ouHhe best principles
of true manhood as far as in him lay. The fact
that be is ilighly spoken of by those who have
known him for many years past is suLll.cicnt indicatiou of his true character and the manner in which
he bas performed his obligations to his family and
hi~ fellow meu.
He remains n. resident of his na.
tive county of Clark, and first opened his eyes to
the light in Moorefield Township, March 12, 1831.
His)arents were William and Ellen (Clark) Willoughby, the father a nntive of Connecticut and
the motuer of Clark County, this Stnte.
Mr. Willoughby was deprived by death of the
affectionate care of uis moth~r when a little lad of
six years. His father, however, lived to be ninety
years old, dying in 1888 at Ltis h0me in Decatur,
Ill. William Willoughby came to Clark Couoty
with his parents when a boy, and in early manhood
taught school in this and Champaign Counties.
After his marriage he lived for a time in Clark
County, then removed to Champaign County,wbere
he resided for a time, but finally 1·eturned and takJ

~
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ing up his abode in Springfield, was a resident of
that city for over a quarter of a century. Then
went to Decatur, Ill., where he spent the closing
years of his life.
The father of our subject was twice married and
of the children born to him there are now living,
James of this sketch; Mary, 11. resident of Decatur,
Ill.; Leaven, likewise_ of that city, ancl .Tohn, a resident of DeWitt County, Ill. The elder Willoughby
when becoming a voting citizen identified himself
with the old Whig party but upon its abandonment
he wheeled into the Republican ranks. He was 11.
man of note in his community and one whose opinions were generally respected. He did a large
amount of pioneer labor, being well fitted by nature and acquirements to grapple with the difficulties which fall to the common lot of those who
make their home in a new country.
The subject of this sketch spent his early years
at home with his father , and from the age of nineteen until thirty,assisted in driving cattle across the
Alleghany Mountains from Illinois and Ohio to
Lancaster, York anrl Chester Counties, Pa., also to
the city of Philadelphia. His education was necessarily somewhat limited, but his)1abit of reading
and observation conspired to make him a we!l.informed man. He remained a bachelor until thirtyfive years old and was then married October 9, 1866,
to Miss Mary Maxwell, who was born in Clark
County and is the daughter of Thomas and Eliza
(McCullough) Maxwell who were among its pioneer settlers. They are still living and residents
of Hamilton this State.
Mr. Maxwell was n native of Virginia and came
to Ohio with his parents when about six years old,
they settling in Moorefield Township. After mar, riage Lhey remained residents of this township
many years, then removed to Hamilton. Of the
five children born to them only three are living:
Henry, a resident of Moorefield; Catherinr., the wife
of James Rose, of Kentucky and Mrs. Willoughby.
The mother was born ncar West Liberty where her
parents settled at n very early day. Mr. Mnxwell
is a higlily respected citizen and in former years
was a member of the old Whig party. After its
abandonment he identified himself with the Repub.
licnns of whose principles he is a warm ~upportcr.
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Mrs. Willoughby w.as born in Clark County, November 12, 1848, and remained with her parents
until her marriage. Her union with our subject
has resulted in the birth of three children: William,
Ida, the wife of .James Rollins, of Champaign
County, and Horace, of this county.
Mr. Willoughby settled upon his present farm in
the spring of 1883 and gives his attention to the
careful cultivation of his land, believing with
Horace Greeley, that a small amount well tilled is
of more value than a larger area partially neglected.
He bas been an interested eyewitness of the growth
and_ development of Clark County and has always
been a conscientious voter, casting his ballot continuously in · Moorefielrl Township since reaching
his majority. In the fall of 1864 ite traveled all
the way from Illinois hither, in order to vote for
Abraham Lincoln for President, bearing cheerfully
his own expenses. He assistcrl in hauling the gravel
from the pit in Springfield to grade the first railroad
running through the place to Xenia, and has bad a
hand in various other enterprises calculated to advance the material interests of Clark County. He
may reasonably feel that he has made for himself a
good record and that he is amply worthy of being
represented in a work designed to perpetuate the
names and needs of both the pioneers and the native-born sons of the Buckeye State.

G

EORGE ENGEL. This enterprising Germnn citizen is one of the leading nurserymen of Southern Ohio, dealing in all kinds
of nursery stock, a business which he · has prosecuted successfully since the spring of 1878. That
year he came to Xenia .from Louisville. Ky., and
purchased the greenhouse of T. G. Wilson, in the
western part of the city. From a modest beginning he has steadily progreGsed until he is not only
well-to-clo financia!Jy, hut has attained an enviable
reputation in connection with his business.
The first twenty-five years of .Mr. Engel 's life
were spent on the other side of the Atlantic in the
Grand Duchy of Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, where
his birth tool< place December 25, 1848. He was
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reared to the business of a florist, which his father
before him had followed successfully. He remained
under the parental roof during his boyhood and in
accordance with the laws and customs of his native
country, was placed in school when a lad of six
yeat·s and pursued his studies quite steadily until
fourteen. He was trained to habits of industry
and economy and these, arldcd to the natural traits
which he had inherited from a substantial ancestry,
provided him witb the sure:;t capital by which to
attain success in life.
In 1873 1\Ir. Engel leaving his native land embarked on a vessel at Bremen and sailed to the
West Indies. In the fall of 1874 he determined
to seek the L" nited States. Landing in Brooklyn
be sojourned there two years where be was employed in a gt·eenhouse and then going to Louisville,Ky., he sojourned there about eighteen months.
His next removal was to X enia of which he has
since been a resident.
During his sojourn in his native land Mr. Engel
served a year and a half in the Hessian Army, participating in the Franco-Prussian War. He served
under Gen. l\1nntofel and met the enemy in s~veral
hard-fought battles. His bravery aud fidelity to
duty were such as to secure him the respect of his
comrades and the approval of his superiors, and at
the close of the conflict be was given an honorable
c:iiscbarge-a trophy wbicb be still preserves with
care. In 1881 he identified himself witb the Independent Orrler of Odd Fellows at Xenia, with
which he is still connected. He is also a Knight of
Pytbias and a Knight of Honor and belongs to the
order of Red 1\Ien, and is a souncl. Republican .

-e

LIFT0:-1 M. NICHOLS, for thirty-five years
editor of the Springfield Daily Rrpu.blic ami
its predecessors ann successors, has been for
that peri oct prominently identified with every movement having for its object the moral and material
welfare of the community. Such has been his zeal,
activity nnd cournge in bchnlf of every good cause
and in the promotion of the interests and gt·owth

of Springfield, that it has justly been sairl that to
few other men is the city more largely indebted for
its rapid progress anrl wide reputation.
As erlitor of the Springfielrl Republic, Mr. Nichols used the columns of that paper with the skill
of an accomplisher! writer to spread the fame of
Springfield and its great industrial enterprises, with
a degree of success wbicb the marked prosperity
of the city clearly attests. He rendered special
service in the war for the maintenance of the Union
anrl was for five months at the front as a volunteer
soldier. Every project which aimed at the advancement of the public interest in any way, if not originated by him , as many snch projects have been,
was always sure to seek and readily obtain his efficient co-operation.
Clifton M. Nichols was born in Westfield, Chautauqua County, N. Y ., June U, 1830, and was the
elcl.est son of Wiseman Claggett and Fivilla (Cass)
Nichols, the father a native of Thetford, Vt., and
the mother of Stratforrl, N.H. Jonathan and Tripbemia (S>1ckett) Nichols, the grandparents of our
subject, were natives of Bolton, Mass., and of Kent,
Litchfield County, Conn., respectively. Clifton
M., was a resident of Mayville, N. Y ., from 1837
to 1840; of Portland, N. Y., from 184.0 to 1H4.8,
and of Oberlin, Ohio, from 184.8 to 1852, in which
year he went to Cincinnati anrl from there to Springfielrl in April, 1854, where be bas since resided.
Though wholly free from sectarian bitterness,
Mr. Nichols has throughout his entire life taken
an active and !earling part in religious movem~nts,
in· the advocacy of temperan<'e principles and in
behalf of popular education. As a Sunday-school
worker he is wirlely known, having been cr.lled to
the Presidency o_f the Ohio Sunday-school Union
as a result of his untiring labors and recognized
usefulness in that field. In June, 1880, he represented the Union and the Congregational Association of Ohio, nt the Raikes Centennial World's
Sunday-school Convention, held at London, England . Mr. Nichols went to Europe again with his
wife, Mrs. Frances Henrietta (Keith) Nichols, in
1882, ancl. visited various portions of England,
Scotland and France.
The Republic newspap~r formed alliances and
was consolidaterl with other journals, being known
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in the year 1884 as the Globe-Republic, again as
simply the Republic and since 1888 as the RepublicTimes, of which paper he was the editor-in-ch ief
untii be resigned this position to take the Superinte,ndency of the Board of Trade, in the m'\nagernent of the affairs of which he has exhibited rare
skill, energy and .untlagging industry.
To a cultivated mind, rare talents, a famili'ar
knowledge and keenlyappreciativetaste in literature,
good ability as writer, public speaker and lecturer,
Mr. Nichols adds such qualities as a worthy citizen,
good neighbor and personal friend as have secured
for him the warm esteem of the community in
which he lives. In addition to his regular ne.vspaper work he is a regular contributor to such
journals as the New York Tribune, the Cong,·egationalist, of Boston, the Advance, of Chicago, and
the Golden R1•le, of Boston, and has also contributed to the Sunday. School Times, of Philadelphia.

a

OLLA DAVIS. Among the business men of
Bellbrook, Greene County, no man bears a
higher reputation for personal character
~ ~and business integrity and tact than the
gentleman whose name initiates this sketch. Two
years since he bought out the establishment of
M. D. Smith, and added notions and hardware to
the grocery stock that had been earried; his business :now amounts to $6,000 per year, and gives
promise of still farther sales .in time to come. Mr.
Davis owns a fine farm of ninety acres, seventy of
which are under the plow, furnished with a good
house, adequate barns and other buildings, and well
stocked. It is rented out, and his entire attention
is devoted to his business interests in the village,
and to the service of his fellow-men as a township
official, anrl in church work.
The father of the gentleman of whom we write
was a prominent man in this locality for a number
of years, and the name of Jonath(n Davis belongs
to the history of this section. He was born in
Delaware, but came to Ohio when a poor boy, first
working out on a farm and in a sawmill. By hard
work, strict integrity, and wise economy be ac-
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cumulated an estate valued at $70,000. He married
Roxann Silvers, who bore him four ch ildren ,
three of whom are now living. She having been
removed from him by death, he became the busband of Sarah Ann Darst. Their union resulted
in the birth of eight chilrlren, six of whom-survive.
He departed this life in 187.5, and his widow in
1880. -For thirty years he was an Elder in the
Disciples Church. A further account of his history
will be found in the sketch of Mrs. D~niel Wilson.
Jacob Davis, the oldest brother of our subject,
died March 13, 1890, aged forty-eight years and ten
months, leaving a widow. He was an Elrler in the
Christian Church. Jonathan, a brother two years
older than our subject, gave his life to his connt.ry,
being a member of the One Hundred and Eightythird Ohio lnfanl.ry during the Civil War. He was
wounded at Duck River, Tenn., and died in the
hospital at Louisville, Ky., his body being brought
home and interred in the cemetery near Bellbrook.
He was an earnest Christian, and took an a~ti ve
part in devotional exercises in the camp.
The subject of this biographical sketch was born
on tl!e home farm in Greene County, May 4, 1845,
and after receiving a good common-school education spent one year in study at tl!e Christian University near Indianapolis, Ind. During his boyhood
be acquired such a knowledge of farming as i's obtained by any intelligent youth who is reared upon
a farm, and laid the founrlation for future suecess
in agricultural work. He began life for himself at
the age of twenty years, and for fourteen years was
engaged in tilling the soil. He afterward took an
agency for the sal~ of agricultural implements, and
was occupied in tl!is worl( some seven years. His
next enterprise was the mercantile business, in
wllich he is now engaged, nnrl in which he is giving
proof of the fact that his business abilities a1·e such
as to adapt him to a life of trade.
The attractive home of Mr. Davis is presided
over by a lady of more than 01·dinary intelligence,
of refinement and Christian character, who bore the
maiden name of Catherine Haines. Her parents,
Ezra and Susan (Dunwiddie) Haiues, are numbered
among the old sP-ttlcrs in this section, to which her
father came poor, and in which he acquired a fortune and becmpe prominent and influential. He
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died in 1884, but his widow is still living. having
now re~tched the ripe age of fcurscore years. Their
family comprised ten children, all yet living but
one. Mrs. Davis was horn September 10, 1848,
and although her studies were prosecuted in the
common schools she obtained a very thorough
knowledge of the English bran ches. Her marriage
was celebrated l\farcb 13, 1867, and the happy
union has been blessed by the birth of six children
-Allan Henry , Suonn, Jennie, l\Iaud, James and
Arthur H.
l\Ir. Davis bas been Supervisor of Sugar Creek
Township five terms, and is now serving his fourth
year as Township Trustee. He has served on the
School Board seven years, nod bas also been a
member of the Common Council of Bellbrook.
For twenty-six years he has been identified with
the Church of Christ, and is one of its most ardent
supporters, being an active wot·ker in the Sundayschool, in which he bas heen a teacher for several
years, and wielding a decided influence for the
cause of Christianity. His wife holds membership
in the Baptist Church. For some fifteen years past
be has been much interested in political affairs,
affiliating with the Rcpu blican party, and exerting
a strong influence in the political arena. He has
frequently served ns delegate to county conventions, and has also sat in State and Congressional
conventions.

l 01-IJS" H . COOPER, Probate Judge of Greene

J

County, was elected to that position in
1884, qualifying for office February 9,
1885. At the expiration of the term of
three years, which is the length of service in Ohio,
be was continued in office, having been re-dected
in 1887. He is filling the position aereptably to
the people and with credit to himself.
Judge
Cooper is a man of excellent business and judicial
ability. and of Christian character, and stands high
in the estimation of his fellow-men.
Judge Cooper is a son of the Rev. Ebenezer
Cooper, of the Reformed Presbytel'ism Church,
who was born in South Carolina, in 1792. AI·

though South Carolina was his home during his
youth, Ebenezer Cooper was educated at New
York City, and took his theological course of study
at Philadelphia. Upon completing his education
be returned to the South to enter the ministry
there, his first charge being at Fayettvi!Je, Tenn.
After leaving that State he took charge of a church
in Fayette County, Ind ., where he continued his
ministerial lahors until he lost his health. Resigning and giving up all connection with an active
pastorate, he removed to Cedarville, this county,
where he spent the remainder of his life. In the
locations where he ha<i labored be was one of the
pioneer ministers. After completing his education
he married Miss ,Jane McMillan, of South Carolina, who survived until 1888.
They reared a
family of six boys and one girl, of whom t.he Rev.
.James H. is now living in Highland County; Robert F. in Georgia; and W . R. M. in Findley, this
State.
Judge Cooper was born in Fayette County,
Tenn., January 13., 1831, and came to this county
when about sixteen years old, with his grandfather, Daniel McMilhm, one of the old pioneers.
The lad attended school in Xenia, with bis uncle
Daniel McMillan, .Jr .• the famous cattleman of this
country. After finishing his schooling he entered
the store of Jame& C. McMillan, for whom he
clerked 1\ number of years. He then went into
business as 1\ member of the firm of Stark, Lytle &
Cooper, dealers in general dry-goods, groceries,
boots and shoes, carpets, etc., continuing the connection until 1861. He next associated himself
with W. C. Hutchinson, continuing an active member of the firm of Cooper & Hutchinson until
1879, when he was· elected County Treasurer. He
was re-elected to a second term, and continued in
the office until called by the people to occupy the
position of which he Is now the incumbent. His
entire time is given to the duties of his ofUce, and
to t.bose of privnt.e life, and for S<;lveral years past
be bas been entirely withdmwn from business.
In Xenia, October 19, 1859, Judge Cooper was
united in marriage with Miss Julia Platter, a
daughter of Christian Platter, who was born in
Ross County , October 19, 1810. The happy union
has resulted in the hirth of five cbil<lren, three of
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whom died from scarlcL fever, aL ages vnrying fi'Om
from four to eight years; Belle died in 1888, at
the age of seventeen; Emily P., a healthy, bright
and active infant, r as born January 6, 1889.
,Judge Cooper belongf to the Republican party, by
which he was first nominated to an office of public
trust.
He is a member of the Presbyterian
Church, in which be has been an Elder for many
years.

ILES KIMBLE. One of the prominent
farmers of l'leasant Township is Mr. Kimble,
~
who has residnd in Clark County more than
half a century, and whose portrait will be noticed
on tbe opposite page. During tbe long years of
his residence here, he has witnessed a decided
change in the appearance of the country, its population , anti ciTilization, and takes a just pride in
the fad that he has borne a share in the labors
which hn ve prod-uced its present fine condition. He
is rospected by n large circle of acquaintances to
whom his sterling qualities of mind and character
are well kuown .
Our su hject is descended in the second generation from Giles Kimble, n native of England, who
1:ame to America and settled in Maryland. His
occupation was that of n farmer. He had two sons
and two daughters: Martha, lrilln, John, nnrl a son
who rlierl when quite young. John Kimble, who
was horn in 1\farJiand, married Nancy Ford, a native Of North Carolina, who rlicd about 1827. She
left eight child•·en, named respecti vely: Sarah,
Martha, George, Giles, John, Ford, Nan~y, and
Ellen, all of whom marrier!, exce pt Nancy. The
seconcl wife of .John Kimble was Sarah lllorland,
who clic<l in 1852, leaving two children, Alexander
nne! Anna. In September, 1816, Job I]. Kimble and
his family removed from their home in Mm·yland
to Guernsey County, Ohio, the journey being accomplished in wagons, according to the primitive
method. That county was the home of the parents
until their death, the father of our subject <lying
in August, 1863, at the age of eighty-two :years.
He was a carpenter by trade and had accumulated
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about sevenLy acres of goorl land. l'olitically, he
wos first a Whig, and afterward a Republican.
In Hartford County, Md., Giles Kimble wns born
January 8, 1815, and was therefore not yet two
years old when his parents came to Ohio. He was
reared on a fa•·m anrl enjoyed n limiter! aLtendance
in the pionee r schools that were held in a log cabin
to and from which he walked the distance of four
miles. He remained under the parental roof until
twenty-one years of age, and thE> winter following
w~nt with an older brother to Logan County, where
he worked by the month until July, 1837. He then
came to Clark County, and in Ha1·mony Township
obtained work by the month , continuing the same
three years, his employer being James Turner. A
short time after his marriage he began renting land,
and in November, 1846, located upon nh~ety-four
acres where he now resides. Beginning his own
career without capital other than that with which
nature and tl'aining had endowed him, he has made
a financial success and now owns a comfortable
estate of one hundred and seventy-six acres. He
has reared a large family and yet has been able to
place himself in a condition which promises comfort in his old age.
On October 24, 1839, Mr. Kimble led to the
hymeneal nltar Miss Eveline, daughter of Samuel
and Leah (Jones) Turner, of Harmony Township.
Mrs. Kimble was born in that township,. January
27, 1823. She has home her husband twelve
children: Nancy J., Samuel, MaLhewson, William,
Francis, Alfrerl, Elizabeth A., Alzina, Aaron T.,
Mat·y E., Clara A ., and Andrew. Nancy is the
wife of ,Tames Baird; Samuel died when two and
one-half years olcl; Mathewson served in Company
F, Forty-eighth and Eightieth Ohio Cavalry clnring
the war, and William who died when twenty-seven
years old had served in Company F , One Hundred
anll Eighty-sixth Ohio Infantry; Elizabeth is the
wife of Charles Hodge; 1\Iary marrier! Thomas
Eberhart; and Clara is the wife of G mnt
McCnrtney.
The father of Mrs. Kimble w:IS twice married.
His first vrife bore him three children, namely :
i~vclinc (Mrs. Kimble), Nancy and Andrew. His
second wife, formerly Miss .Jane Sewell, reared
fom· chilrlren: Mallison, Aaron S., Franklin B. and
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Abigail J. ~[r. Turner and his wife were from
Marylancl and Pennsylvania respectively . He was
:o son of Sar11uel and Jane (Vance) Tumcr, and was
a membm· of the Metbodist Episcopal Church .

) E,PHRAIM SHELLABARGER. There is,
·-" probably , not within tbc limits of Clark
. L___h) County a more thorough or skillful farmer
than the subject of this notice, who is the owner of
a fine homestend on section 5, Mad River Township.
This emhraccs three hundred acres of choice land
which under the careful management of the proprietor yields annually bandsome returns. It is
considered one of the best stock farms in the
county, being naturally adapted to thi s purpose on
account of its numerous springs of wnter· which
issue in unfailing stmams from the solid rock.
1\Ir. Shellabarger in former years made a specialty of full-blood ecl Poland-China swine, but later
on account of the cholera wbich committed great
ravages among these anim als, he abandoned the industry, altbougb he had the most convenient arrangements for feeding, care, etc., in the whole
county. He now gives his attention thostly to the
breeding of cattle and is quite extensively interested in bee keeping, having a thriving apiary. All
his surroundings indicate more than ordinary enterpl"ise and it is evident that he has contributed
his full share in furthering ti)e agricultural interests of Clark County.
The Shellabarger family was first represented in
Mad River Township hy tue paternal grandfather
of our subject who settled in it at a very early
day. In the sketch of Martin Shellabarger the paternal uncle of onr subject, will be founrl a more extended history of the family . Reuben Shellabarger,
the father, was reared to farming pursuits and
when starting in life for himself without other resources tban his own industry and resolution, went
into debt for one hundred and twelve acres of land
on section 6, Mad River Township. He put up a
log house,cleared the forest around him and brought
the soil to a good state of cultivation, making Lis
home there until 1862. Jn tbe meantime he bad

been prosp~red and now purcbnsed two hun<lred
acres of the old Galloway farm , going into debt for
tllis also. With the aid of his boys, however, he
relieved the property from incumbrance and spent
bis last years iu the midst of comfort and plenty.
Reuben Shcl!abarger was a very active man in
his community, holding the office of Township
Trustee for years. He was also a land appraiser
and one of the most prominent members of the
Christian Church in which he officiated as Elder for
many years prior to his death. Politically, he was
a sound Democrat, a man of decided views and one
who bold to his convictions with all the nat.n·al
strengtb of his character. He was temperate in all
respects, using neitbcr whisky or tobacco in any
form. He departed this life at the old homestead
October 27, 1889, when seventy-five years old. Of
a jovial an•l genial disposition, he made friends
wherever he went and was not only mourned by
his immediate family,but by the entire community.
Mrs. Eliz:tbcth (Baker) Sbellabarger, the mother
of our subject, was born in Mad River Township,
Clark County, and was the danguter of llielyn
Baker one of its earliest settlers. Sbe pnssed away
on September 5, 1873, several years prior to the rleccnse of her husband and like him, was nn acti\·e
member of the Christian Cburch. There had been
bom to them ten children of whom seven are living, our subject being tile eldest: Melyn , (a farmer)
Minerva, (Mrs. Dolbeer) and Sarah, (111rs Smith),
are all residents of Iliad River Townsl1ip, Clark
County; Rebecca, (1\irs. Dunkel) ·Elizabeth, (Mrs.
Athy) and Irene, (Mrs. Miller) arc all living nt
En on .
Ephraim Shellabarger was born at the old homestead near Enon, Scptcmber28, 1837,and spent his
boyhood days after the manner of most farmer's
sons, assisting in the dcvclop111ent of the new land
and obtaining such crlucation as was afforded hy
the district school. H e took charge of the farm at
ai.Jout the time of reaching his majority and remainerl there until a man of twenty -seven yea1·s.
In the meantime he was married, December 22,
1863, at the bride's home in Mad River Township,
to Miss Jane E., daughter of Isaac N. Dolbeer.
The latter was one of the earliest settlers of tuis
region , to which be had emigrated from New Jer-
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sey. He followed various pursuits, including farr/l.
ing and served as Justice of the l'eace for many
years. He is still living and a resident of Spring.
field, being now seventy-five years old.
Mrs. Shellabarger acquired a common.school c<lu·
cation and remained under the parcntnl roof until
becoming the mistress of her own home. The newly
wed(lcd pair began the journey of life together at
the old Galloway farm, which the fathcl' of our subject bad purchnsed, !tnd which tbe latter anrl his
brother operated in partnership until it was paid
for ami then received a deed for one-half of it. In
187 4, he purchased his brother's interest in the
property and is now the sole proprietor. In 1887,
Mr. Shellabarger purchased the Francis Johnson
farm of one hundred and ninety-eight a(•res, paying
therefor the snug sum of $15,000. He thus has
three farms and need not worry about being pro·
vided for in his old age. Like bis father before
him he votes the straight Democratic ticket.and has
been quite prominent in local affairs , serving as a
delcgnte to the county conventions, but has steadily declined to assume the responsibilities of office,
although frequently soli ~ited to do so. In his reI igious belief he inclines to the doctrines of the
Christian Church.

~

J

OHN WOODROW. He with whose name
we introduce this l>iographicnl outline bears
the distinction of being one of the oldest
~~ living settlers of Clark County. He is a
veteran of eighty-five years, having been born
April 4, 1805, and is a native of Fayette County,
I>a. Few men have witnessed the gi'Owth and development of the Buckeye Stnte with warmer inter·
est or felt greater piide in th.e position which she
holds to-day among the great commonwealth• of
the West.
The immediate progenit.ors of our subjeet were
James and Fanny (Stutzmnn) Woodrow, who were
natives of Pennsylvania and the latter of German
descent; The Woodrow family traces its ancestry
to England .. James Woodrow and his estimable
wife were called from earth when their son John
IJ
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was less than three years old, and he was then taken
into the home of one Daniel Rouzer, of Miami
County, this State. With him he came to Clark
County when a lad of ten years. They set'dcd in
Springfield Township during its pioneer days an'!
young Woodi'Ow remained a member of Mr. Rou·
zer's family until a youth of eighteen years and
until the death of his benefactor, which took place
in 1823. He then struck out for himself, equipped
with little more than the resources with which HU·
ture had e1111owed him, having a very limited cdu·
cation and not much experience of the world. His
industry and honesty, however, secured friends for
him wherever he went. When coming to Clark
County, Springfield was but a hamlet of a few log
huts and the country around was practically a
wilderness.
When about twenty-two years old Mr. 'Voodrow, under David Pettigrew, of Springfield, commenced an apprenticeship at wood turning, serving
three years, and thereafter followect' this in connection with chair-making and the manufacture of
spinning-wheels for the long period of, probably,
sixty yenrs. When a young man of twenty-four,
he was married, March 8, 1829, to Miss Mary Berry.
This Judy was born ·in Greenbrier County, Ya.,
November 25, 1806, and is a daughter of Jromes
and Isrobcl (Best) Berry, who were likewise pioneer
settlers of Clark County, having emigrated hither
as early as 1808. Mrs. Woodrow was then but
two years old. She remainecl with her parents,
obtaining her education in the primitive schools
and becoming familiar with nil useful 'household
duties. Of her union witb our subject there was
born a family of seven chil,lren, ooly two of whom
are living-David N. and Laura B. The deceased
are: Mary K, William W., Martha, Sarah A. and
one who rlied in infancy unnamed.
Aftc1· tbeir marriage 1\fr. and Mrs. ·woodrow
settled in Springfield, where the family lived unt.il
removing to the present homestead in 111oorcfield
Township, in June, 1888. Mr. Woodrow, besides
this property, lias a house and lot on Factory ~treet
in the city of Springfield. 1\lrs. Woodrow, afLer
remaining the faithful and devoted companion of
her husband for a period of fifty-seven years, departed tbis life June 27, 1886. She was a !ady of
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many Christian virtues and was not only greatly
~onrned by her immerliate family but by the entire community. 1\Ir. Woodrow in his religions
belief inclines to the doc-trines of the Presbyterian
Church, with which he is associated in membership
at Springfield.

BERT M. LOWRY. The Ohio Valley has
long been !mown as a region in wbich fine
farms abound, and Clark County is not
~without her share of those fertile and welldeveloped lands. One of the most beautiful and
productive within her borders is located on sections
8 and 9, of Bethel Towuship, and comprises three
hundred and twenty-four broad acres. The entire
acreage is under good improvement, the houoc,
barn, and other builclings being above the a vcrage, the fences well kept, and fruit and sluutc tl'ecs
abundant. It is owned and occupied by the ~en
tlcman whose name stancls nt the bead of this
sketch, and who represents one of the pioneer families of the county. His life has been dcvotecl to
the pursuit of agriculture, nncl he bas given some
attention to the raising of blooded Norman horses.
Mr. Lowry was born where he now rcsi1les, near
Donnelsville, October 1, 1815. His father, David
Lowry, was born in the Keystone State, September
17, 1767, and after growing to mnnhoo1l, about
the year 1795 he stnrtecl westward, coming clown
the Ohio Riveron a raft to Cincinnati, whence he
made his way to what is now Clark County, Ohio.
Arriving here in the spring of 1795, he bought
the land that is now known as the :i\'lichael Minnich
farm, soon nfterward returning to Pennsylvania fot·
his parents, who spent their last years here am!
were turierl in the cemetery on t.he farm he purchased, and known as the Minnich Cemetery. Subsequently Davicl Lowry sold his flrst purchnse and
bought a section of land ncar hy, now known as
tlte Lamme farm. This he afterward sold, buying
lanrl where our subject now resides, nnd on it
spending tbe rest of his days, passing away September 9, 1859.
The first house built by David Lowry was a
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log cabin, in which he lived many years; that in
which our subject now resides was erected in 1826,
settlement on this farm having been made by
1\Ir. Lowry about the beginning of the present
century. When he cnme to this State he was
a poor man, having but $1.50 when he arrived at
Cincinnati, hut being hard-working and enterprising, he became quite comfortably situated ere
many yenrs. He built and ran the first grist and
saw mills in this county, which he managed successfully for many years; he also established the first
paper mill in the county, and the first straw paper
mill in the State of Ohio. The later years of his
life were spent in farming and the culture of small
fruits. His spirit was a generous one und he was
deeply interested in all movements looking toward
the public weal, supporting them by his personal
influence and by his substance. For almost a lifetime he belongecl to the Christian Church, in the
work of which he took an active part. Politically,
he was a sturdy ·whig and be held some of the
minor offices.
David Lowry was twice married, his first wife
being Miss Srtrnh Ilnmer, of this county, who bore
him four children-Mary, Nancy, Elizabeth anrl
Susan. All arc deceased except the latter,who is now
eighty-fout· years of age. The mother of our sub.
ject opened het· eyes to the light in B"tetourt
County, Vn., September 26, 1778, and closed them
in death August 15, 1867. She had been a trne
helpmate to her companion and a devoted mother
to the four children whom she had borne. The
names of her offspring are: Martha, David W.,
Robert M. and Sarah R., !Ill now living, except the
second chilrl, their homes being in this county.
The gentleman with whose name this sl<etch is
introduced was reared on his fnther's farm, and a~
he was but a boy when the house in which be now
lives was erected, he feels that his whole life has
been spent therein. In the division of the property which followed the death of his parents, the
old home, located on section 9, fell to him, ancl to
it he has ~deled adjoining land, makirig of the whole
one of the best farms in the county. The most
casual glance over its broad expanse woulcl convince the observer that the owner is a master of
his business anrl that h~ not only understands the
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cultivation of the soil, but that he is likewise a
man of good taste and tht·ift, as every (Jart of the
estate is neat and orderly.
The choice of a companion is an important one.
That of OLlr subject fell on llliss F~lizahclh Bancroft,
of Benton, Ind., and a native of Canada, anrl his
regard being recipt·ocntcd, tlley were united in
marringe October 15, 1844. For more than forty
years lllrs. Lowry assisted her ltusuand uy her
counsels and prudent management of household
affairs, and cheered his lwme by her graceful,
womanly presence. She was born October 4, 1820,
in what was tben !mown as Upper Ct~nada, and died
at ber home in this county, ~ovember 11, 1S87, at
tlte .age of sixty-seven years. She was the mother
of five cltilclren-Sclinn E., John A., Martha J.,
David 0. and James O.,all being cl~ceased,except the
latter. They all died in infancy except Martha J. ,who
died in her sixteenth year. David Lowry was rated
as being the greatest hunter in thi~ section of the
country, and was credited with having killed more
bears and deer than any man in this part of the
State.

SCAR l\f. MARQUART, M. D. No citizen
of Osborn, Greene County, is better kuown
throughout the surrounding countt·y than
the above named gentleman, who is the leiuling
physician of tbat thriving town, having an extensive practice and unbouncled popularity. His professional skill is exerted fJn behalf of residents in
the four counties .of Montgomery, Miami, Clark
and Greene, and he is called to a considerable distance in eacb. He is well read in merlicine and smgery, possessiog an excellent education in other
branches, and has the judgment requisite to make
his theoretical knowledge of practical benefit, being
consequently more than ordi!larily successful as a
practitioner. Having also an upright character all(]
social nature, he is well entitled to the t·e~pect
whiqh he receives from all who !mow him.
The family of which Dr. Marquart is so worthy
n scion, is traped back to France, the name being
origiually Marquette.
Members of tbe family
moved .into Holland, whence the great-grandfather
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of out· suuject came to Amcl"ica, tlw name having
bccu cl!auged uy tltc removals to its present form .
Pctct· Marquart, the graurlfather of our subject,
was !Jorn in >Vest Virginia, and after tllc death of
his father, came with his mother to Clatk County,
Ohio. They bought Government land and beginning at Lite bottom he workccl llis way to a position
of subslnntial ti!lances and standing in the community. Althuuglt a cat·penter and joiner by trade
he followed farming principally. He was a man of
enterprise in his personal affairs and public spirited
us a citiz<'n.
The next in tbe direct line of descent is William
!\lai"qunrt, who was born in Pike Township, Clark
County, and is now living u retired life in Springfield. He has been one of tile most prominent physicians of the county, n.s he is one of the best informed
~nd most skillful.
He was reared in that part of
the county which was llis birtllplace, and his mother
dying when he was small he had to malte his own
way wit.hout home care and tmining. Fot· some
time he was engaged in school teaching and beginning tltc study of medicine, he saved suflicient
money to pay ltis expenses, and was graduated
from the Cleveland College of 1\Iedicine. He began
pratice ut \tis old home at North Hampton, wllere
be worked up . a good practice and acquired a reputation as a successful physician. , Finally he removed to a farm in Bethel Township. although he
still paid the most of liis attention to his profession. He became the owner of six hundred acres
of land in Mad River Valley; over~eeing ~he work
upon it, but finally removing to his present home
and retiring from active life. He is now sixtyeight y ears of age. In politics he is a Republican.
The wife of Dr. William Marquart is a native of
Bl'thel Township, Clark County, who bore the
maiden name of l\Iartha Layton. Slle is n daughter
of }\!aline Layton, an Eastern man who was an early
settlet· in Ohio , where he entered land ami was a
v.cry successful tiller of the soil. She possesses a
bright nne! acti vc mind and a noble character, is a
menibcr uf tile Christian Church, and has always
endeavored to live in accurdance with her profession of belief. She has horne eight cllildren, t!Jrce
of whom nre deceased. The suuject of this sketch
is tlte oldest of thu su•·vivors; the next is Alice,
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whose home is in Springfield; William is studying
dentistry in that city; Ella, 1\Irs. Beard, resides
there, and Florence is attending Wittenburg College.
Dr. Marquart of this notice wns born June 5,
1858, and reared on the farm ncar Springfield, receiving his fundamental education in the town
sehools. He th en entered the High Sclwols in the
city to which his father had removed, and after
completing the course of study there (tnd •cceiving
a diploma, he cnterecl W"ilts Commercial College at
Dayton, from which he was graduated with a thorough llusiness training. He took up the profession
of pedagogy llut after a time became a book-keeper
for a Springfield firm. Having always had a liking
for the medical profession he finally obtained his
father's consent to adopt it, an<! began the study of
Therapeutics with his parent.
In the fall of ltl81, young Marquart entered tl:e
lliiami Medical College at Cincinnati, from which
he was gracluated in 1884, with the degree of Docto•· <•f Medicine. Locating at Enon, Clark County,
he practiced there some sixteen months, when, seeing :t bcttct· opening in Osbom, Greeue County, he
removed to til is place in 1885, and opened an office
here. He stands at the Lead of his profession, the
secret of his success being perseverance, energy,
hard work, and a determination to keep himself
thorougbly well informed in all that pertains to his
profession. His skill ltas llcen recognized by societies and he is Ex"mining Physician for the Union
Centml Insurance Coiupany of Cincinnati, and for
tlte Mutual Benefit Company of Newark, N. J.,
atHI the Equitable of New York. He owns town
lots, his own office building, and a nice home which
is presided over by a young Indy of grace and refinement.
Ths companion witlt whom Dr. Marquart was
united in marriage st Lawrence, Kan., Septemller
22, 1886, was formcdy l\liss Fannie Dunlap. tihe
was born in Greenfield, Ross County, and is a
daughter of Shephe1·d Dunlap, who removed to
Lawrence, Kan., a few years ago, and is now Itving
there retired from the agricultnral work in which
he was formerly engaged . Mrs. Marquart received
a considerable part of her edtwation in Springfield,
this State, but completed her studies at the Kansas

State University at Lawrence, after which she became a teacher in the city schools, continuing het•
professional labors until her matTiage. Her intelligent Christian womanlwod wins for her unbounded
respect and friendly esteem. H~r happy union
with our subject has been blessed by the birth <•f
two children-Ruth and Robin.
Dr. Marquart is a charter member of tlte Knights
of Pythias organization in Osllom, and ltolds the
ofllce of Cltancellor Commander. He llelongs to
the Greene County Medical Society aud the Southwestern Ohio Medical Association. In politics he
is a stanch Republican. 1\lrs. Marquart belongs to
the Presbyterian Church.

Jl

OHN SWONGER. As a pioneer of Clark
County, and one who by his well·directed
,. Ill Jailors has promoted its agricultural devel~~ opment, it gives us pleasure to represent
this gentleman, a resi<lent of Springfield for more
than half a century, in this BIOGitAl'HICAL ALLIUM.
Bom April 15, 1818, the llirthplace of our sulljeet
was in Cumllerland County, l'a. His father, Micllnel Swonger, was a native of the same State, born
in Lancaster County. His father llore the same
name as himself, aud llut little else is known of his
history, except that be was a farmer, who carried
on his vocation for sometime in Lancaster County,
and thence removed to Cumberland County, where
he died and was gathered to his fathers.
The father of our subject was young when his
parents removed to Cumllel"!and County to live.
and there lte was reared and manied, Mary A! burt,
a native of the county becoming his wif~ . HealwayR followed farming, and spent the most of his
life in Cumberland County, wbere he closed ltis
useful career at a ripe age. The mother of om
subject lived in her native county until she was advanced in years, and then came to Ollio and passtd
the remainder of her life in the home of a !laugh·
ter in Logan County.
He of whom we write was quite young when his
father departed tbis life, and he was obliged to earn
his own living from a very early age.
From the
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tirnc he was eight years old until he was fourteen, he
was given $1 a month and his board for his
sct·vices, ancl in ti.Jose days boys workc<l from daylight until dark in th<)long days of the year. After
he was fourteen his wages were ad van ceil until
be earned $7 a month. He continuecl to work
out by the month for some years, and in the
meantime be married and cstaltlisherl a home, his
wedding with 1\[iss 1\fary A. Stayman taking place
in January, 1838. Mrs. Swonger's father, Joseph
Stayman, was born near Carlisle, Pa., and his father, booring the same name, was, so far as known,
a life-long resident of that State, where he carried
on the occnpation of a farmer. Mrs. Swonger's
father learned the trades of a miller and distiller,
and after coming to Ohio, operated a flonrmill
west of town for a timtl, and then removed into
Springfield, and opened a hotel on Main Street,
lJctween Limestone aurl Market Streets. He managed his bote! a few years and then took np his
residence in Clermont County, wltet·c he engaged in
farming until his lJusy lite was rounded out by
death. The mairlert name of his wife was Bat·bara
1\Iyers, and she was lJorn near Carlisle, Pa., a
daughter of a United Brethren preacher. She spent
her lust clays with her <laughters in Springfield and
Wooster, and died while n resident of the lattet·
city. Mr . and 1\It·s. Swonger's mat·riage has given
them eight children-Joseph, William, Emma,
Anna, John W., Cl!rissic, Eddie and Suean. Joseph
married Hattie Pennell; William married Margaret
Wa:lters; John died when quite young; Chrissie
married Hemy Fenstermacher; Susan died in infancy; Anna became the wife of R C. Bell. l\lr.
and Mrs. Swonger have ten grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren living.
In 1838, our subject, who had been prudent and
had labored bard, and had carefully sr.ved his earnings, determined to try life in a pioneer country in
the hope of \)ettering his condition, and in the
month of NovemlJer he started with his wife and
their first-born, and his wife's parents, for Ohio,
making the journey with a wagon and a pait· of
horses and a carriage with one horse attached. Aftet· traveling fifteen days they arrived in Clark
County, and from their rcmembt·ance of the countt·y as it then appearml, they can have a just appre-
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ciation of the marvelous changes that have
occurred to mal<e Springfield, tbcn a village, a
lfll·g·e and flourishing city, the metropolis of a
wealthy nnd finely developed county. Our subject
at first rented land in tile southern part of the
county for a few years, and then uougltt the land
that be now owns and occupies. At the time of
purchase it was heavily timbered, and though only
one mile from the center of the village, wild
turkeys and other game was to he found on lt.
Since then Springtielrl bas spread out until the
bountlary lines extend far beyoncl his homestead,
which is now in the centre of a densely populated
community. By his practical sldll as an intelligent
agriculturist, backed by incessant toil, he cleared
his land and developed a desirable, well-improved
farm , which has become very va!ualJle with the
rapid growth of the city. Here be and his wife
who have lived togetbet· more -than halt a century,
arc passing tlte deeliJting years of their virtuous
nnd well-spent lives in a comfortable home, enjoying the competence that is t.he result of their united
labors. Their quiet lJeneficence and unostentatious
charity, neighborly hel!Jfulness, and otlwr pleasant
traits have gaine<l. them a warm place in the hearts
of all about them, and they command universal respect from the community where they have lived
so lou g. They dl·e uoth devoted members of the
St. Paul Methodist Episcopal Church, having
joined when quite young. ancl have always been
consistent in their professions of religion.
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OHN IIAU!;E is an eal"ly settler of Clark
County, his home hei~g on section 21 ,1\Ioore! field Township. The estate compris~s one
hundred anti twenty acres of excellent laud,
wP.ll improved and carefully cultivated, and is a
stumling monument to the industry, prudence, and
integl"ity which have cltaracterizc<l the life of the
owner. In a financial sense be is a self-made man,
and it is but just that after the arduous lalJors of
earliet· years, he should now be (1\)le to spend his
days in comfort an<l a degree of rest, although he
Ht not ready to give up all share in life 's labors.
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he easy for tltose acquainted witlt national
traits to trace his ancestry to Germany, whence his
p!lternal progenitors came, and to find in him some
clw.racteristies of the Irish race from which his maternal ancestors .are said to have sprung.
The subject of this sketch is n native of Lancaster CO\f>ty, Pa., where he was born July 8, 1811.
He is the third son in a l!u·ge family of children
born to Daniel and Elizaheth ()IcNeal) Hause, who
were also natives of the Keystone State. He grew
to manhood in his native county, with hut meager
educational advantages in his boyhood and circumstances compeiJed him to begin hard work when
quite young. His father died about 1825 and our
subject then became the mainstay{)( the family. In
1832 he came to Clark County , Oltio, in company
with David Rigel , who afterward hecame his fatherin-law. The journey was rerformed in a covered
wagon, over rough roads, more than five weeks
being occupied en route. The journey was somewhat lengthened however, by tile death of a
daughter of l\Ir. Rigel, while they were on their
way.
::\Ir. Hause and a brother found their first occupation in the Buckeye State in cutting eighty cords
of wood, for which tlley received twenty-five cents
per cord and two meals per day. This labor was
performed for Honry Becktie fo....,lwm our subject
afterward repair~d a mill in Springfield Township.
For about five years be worke<l at carpentery, after
which he devoted himself to agricultural labor,
taking possession of his present farm about 1855.
He also owns property iu Springfield . As will
readily be seen by the date of his arrival in this
State, he has been identified with the pioneer work
of the county to a considerable extent. After the
old Barnett road, running enst from Springfield,
wns laid out, he was the first man to pass over it
with a team of horses. In 1840, he helped to build
a log cabin which was hauled on a wagon in the
Harrison Campaign, the wagon also cont.ttiniug
thirty-two men , representing the States in the
Union. A span of black horses belonging t{) !Jim
was hitcheil. to it, as were also the teams of some
of the neighbors.
Mr. Hause has continued to snpport the politic-al
principll·S to which he first gave his vote and 6or

some years past has been a member of the Republican party, which embodies the old Whig doctl'ines
~n its platform. For many years he hns acted as
Road Supervisor and he has also served his fellow
men in the capacity of School Director. His influence is ever given to that which tends to the
elevation of society and in his daily life be endeavors to carry out the doctrines of Christianity, both
be and his wife being consistent memhet·s of the
Methodist Episcopal Church.
Few couples in this section of country have spent
more y ears in wedded life than l\Jr. and 1\Irs. Hause,
who were united in maninge October 25, 1832, and
who have therefore shared each other's joys and
sorrows for nearly sixty years. They have had
fourteen children, of whom five are now living.
These are: l\Iattie; Barbara, wife of Joshua Smith,
whose home is in Springfield; Louisa, wife of 0. Smith
of the same city; Sarah. wife of John Ober. also
of Springfield; and Harriet, wife of A. H. Kitchen,
of this county. :\Irs. Hause wns bom in Lancaster
County, Pa., November 14, 181:!, to David and
Elizabeth (Smith) Rigel, and bears her m~•ther's
given name. She is of G erman descent. Her
grandfather Rigel shod horses for the American
army during the Revolutionary 'Vur , nne] a ham met·
which be then usetl is carefully preserved by the
granddaughter and her husband. Another heirloom which they prize very highly, is a history of
the Bible, published in 1G60, in German, and which
was also hanclcd down in the Wgel family.

HE FIELD CORDAGE COMPA~Y. This
e~1terprisc, wbich bolcl:; au important positiOn among the business interests of Xenia,
was organized in June, 18i6, with ~amu el JU. Allison as President ; .Joltn Little , \"ice-President; C. L.
Spencer, Secretat-y; A. F. Frazer, Treasurer, and
Jacob Baldner, Superintendent. Mr. Baldner is one
of the stockholders, and intereste<l in the concern
is J. Ill. Field, of the firm of :.llarshall Field & Co.,of
Cbicago, and who resides in ::\Ianchcster, Englanil.
i\Ir. Field is a relative of IIIr. Allison, through
whose influence the latter was led to invest in this
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enterprise, and largely throug h his efforts the
company was organized at this place.
The Field Cordage Company since its first establishment hns added a number of huildings to
tbe plant, inclufling a large mill for the manufacture of jute and American hemp, and gives employment probably to three hundred m·cn. Th e concem
at once assumed a sound basis, its product being
in great demand, and the facilities which they were
enabled to take arlvantageof cnablingthcm to place
their prorluct upon the market at a very saleable
price. The business has been chieOy und€r tbc
management of Mr. Allison, who gives to it his entire time and att~ntion and wbo bus signalized himself as tbe right man for tbe place.

,ILLIAM P. MADDEN , M . D. The subject of this notice became a resident of
Xenia in I e85, and for two yea.rs thet·cafter was engaged in the drug business, as a sort
of partial relief from a long and ard uous pmcli cc
as a pbysiqian, during which time his health had
become greatly irn paired. He began the study of
medicine, in 1873, with Dr. J.. H. Wesher, of
Kirksville, Mo., and in due time entered tho Eclectic Institute, of Cincinnati, from which be was
graduated in 1875. He then located in Cedarville,
this county, which remained his home until his removal to Xenia.
A native of County Galway, Ireland, the subject of this sketch was bom March 14, 1842 , and
is the son of Michael aull Joaua (:Flemming) Mud<lcn, wbo were also of Irish birth nud parentage.
1\l'ichael l\lndden came to the United States about
1844, stopping for a tim e in New Orleans and
thence coming to Cinciunati, this State.
He
finally loc..'tted in Springfield, Ohio, in the vicinity
of which he has since resided. In the fall of 1847
he sent for l.tis wife and family, tl.tc latter comprising two sons, and ·occupied himself thereafter as a
farmer. He was n distiller in the Old Conn try .
After the removal of the family to America two
more children were born, and the motlter passed
away in 1859. William l'., of this sketch , wns the
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eldest child; Thomas died in Ireland ; Mich nel is a
resident of Marion County, tuis State; Ann a is tbe
wife of William Laybourn, of Springfield.
Young 1.\'Imlden spent his boyhood days on the
fnrm , and pursuccl hi s early studies in the common
school. At the outbreak of the Civil War be was
a youth a pproachin g the eighteenth year of his
ugc, and on the 9th o f October, Ul61, be enlisted
as a t :uion soldier in Company I, Forty-fourth
Ohio Infantry, being mustered in at Springlicld .
After serv ing his first term he re.enlisted in tbe
same regiment, but was t ransferred to the Eighth
Oltio Cavalry , and mustered in for three years,
January 31, 1864. On account of the close of the
war, ltc served less than a year, being mustered
out May 30, 1865, hy special order of tbc War
Department, as one of the survivors of tbe illfated steamer ••S •1ltaoa," which was blown up ncar
Memphis.
Dr. Madden first saw the smoke of battle at
Floyd Mountain, W . Va., and subsequently was at
Le wisb urg, Somerset and Knox ville under Gen.
Bumside; he was also in the battles of Stmwberry
Plains, Stanton and Lynchburg. Va., being captnrcd at the latter place June 18, 1864. He was
confined in Andersonville prison nearly a year,
being exchanged April 1, 1865, at Big Black
River. With others he boarded tbe •·Sultana"
which was to convey them to Cairo, Ill., and at
the time of the melancholy disaster which has become a part of W!U' histo ry, Dr. Madden was one
of the few to escape witb bis life by jumping from
the boat.
Out o f twenty-three hundrecl and
thirty-fout· men, seventeen hundred perished, all
of whom bad pre viously suffct·ed in Andersonville prison. In the leap for life wl.tich he made,
Dr. lllu.•lden received considerable injury, from
which he suffered long afterward, but on account
of the difficulty in securing evidence he never
asked fot· a pension. On his return home he enguged in farming for a s ho~t time, and then decided to talw up th e study of medicine.
Dr. Madden was lirst marrie<l January 28, 1868,
neat· Springfield, Ohio, to :Miss Zeruiah J., daughter of Reed and Mary (Skillins ) Layboum, and
there were bom to them three children, namely:
Anna B., born J anuary 28, 186!1, died August 17,
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1869; Pearl Reed, born August 11, 1870, is now
living, and at home wi~h uis faLuer; WhiUaw L ..
bom May 21, 1877, died ,January :!9, 1878. J\Irs.
Dr. Madden died January 28, 1883, and tbe Doctor contrncted a second marriage :i'olay 6, 1885,
with Miss Hattie, daugbter of Nixon G. and Hannah (Wilson) Brown; they have no children. The
Doctor and his estimable wife :tre highly respected
in social circles; religiously, she is a Hicksite
Friend, and both worship at the Presbyterian
Church. Under their hospitable roof their many
friends are always welcomed and pleasantly entertained.
A lithographic portrait of Dr. l\Iad<lcn is shown
elsewhere in this work.

(G

EORGE KRAPP, one of the leading grocers
ami provision dealers of Springfield , has
made his mark in the business world by Lis
untiring enHg:y in the prosecution of his work and
by his fiuancial ability, aurl has pluccd himself
among the substantia l moneyed men of the city.
He is n fine representntivc of the sturdy , intelligent
German elcmc.u t that has done so much in the
building up of the commercial, agricultural and industrial interests of our country ,tho•1gh he has been
a citizen of the C nite.d States for so many yenrs,
coming here ere he had attained his majority,
that he has become thoroughly Americanized.
Our subject wos born in tbeciLy of Baden- Hausen,
Hesse-Darmstadt. Germany , l\ovember 13, 1833 ,
a sou of An<lrew Krapp, born in the same city
in 1800. He, in turn, was a son of another Andrew Krapp, who was a native of the same city ,
and was a weaver by occupation, and spent !Jis en ..
tire life in the Fatherland. In accordance with the
laws of his country be was obliged to serve as a
soldie1·, and during .the American Revolution be
was in the Hessian Army, and his regiment was
hired !Jy the British Government, and was despatched to this country, but before it arrived the
war closed and it was ordered hack.·
T!Je fath er of our so bject was reared and eel ucatcd in his native land and early learned the trade

of a weaver, which he followed many years, spending !Jis whole life in the land of his birth, his death
occurring in 1886. His wife, whose maiden name
was Katherine Kern, was a native of the same city
as himself, and a daughter of Peter Kern, nlso a
native and life-long resident of that city, where he
carried on the trade of a shoemaker. Tue mother
of our subject died in 1877. His three brothers,
P eter, Joachim and Balthaser, passed their entire
lives in the old country, George being the only
member of the family who ever came to America.
Mr. Krapp passed the eady years of his life in
the city of his birth, and in its schools gleaned an
excellent education, and as soon as olcl enough
learned Lbe trade that !Jis father and grandfather
!Jad followed before him . He inherited musical
talent, which was carefully cultivated, and be was
given lessons on the cornet and violin and became
a proficient performer on both instruments. He bad
beard much of the United States of America, and
of t!Jc many superior advantages for making money
and building up a comfortable home, and be determined to avail himself of them, to go forth from
his old home anti see something of the worl<l and
find out w!Jut life hehl for him here. Accordingly,
he set sail from Frankfort August 2G. 185~, aud
proceeding to Liverpool, embat·ked there on u vessel bound for New York, where !Jc landed on tbe
3cl of Octobm·, a stranger in a strange !ant!, with
no knowledge of the English language, and with
but $5 in his pocket. He was full of courage, bowever, and was undismayed at t.be prospect before
him, and soon found friends in that city, from
whom be borrowed money enough to t.ake him to
Pittsburg. There be wisely apprenticed himself to
learn the trade of an upholsterer, as he thought !Je
could clo hetter at tbnt tbnn at his old calling.
After sening six months, he went to Louisville,
Ky., and as he did not find work at his newly -acquired tmde, !Je sensibly toqk employment of a
different kind, and for three months busied himself
in a brickyard, receiving $12 a month. We next
find him utilizing his talent as a musician, engaging with u traveling troupe in Indiana, but at the
end of six months he was obliged to give that up
ar.d return to Louisville sick. As soon as be recovered, he engaged at his trade in that city. two
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months, and was then employed at carpet weaving
six months. After that be learned the tmde of a
cigar-maker, and followed it there until 1861.
In ibatycar he came to Springfield, and followed his
trade here until 1864, when be establishe•l himself
in the grocery business. He I.Jad been very industrious and had prudently saved his earnings so that
b.e bad accumulated sufficient capital to malw him
independent, and be did well in that venture. In
1871 be sold out his business, as be had a strong
desire to see once more his old home and the once
familiar faces of relatives and friends, for in every
true man's heart the land of one's birth and the
ties of kinship arc sacredly cherished. He crossed
tbe water, and for six months gave himself up to
the enjoyment of O~>ce more treading his native
soil, and revisiting the scenes of his youth, and to
the pleasure of seeing old friends. He then retmned to his adopted country to recommence his
busy life in this city. He opened a grocery and
meat store, and bas since devoted himself assiduously to carrying on the business, which under his
skillful management has grown and flourished to a
remarkable degree, b.is efforts having been followed
by more than ordinary success. He has so prospered that be bas been enabled to erect a fine
building for bis business. It is a substantial threestory bricl<, with a frontage of ninety-nine feet on
West Main Street, at the corner of South Plum,
and is divided into five ample, well-appointed stores.
His dwelling, which is attached to his store, and
faces on Plum Street, is comfortal.Jly and con veniently arranged , and is one of tb.c most desirable
in the vicinity.
To the lady who shares this pleasant abode with
him, and hus so cheerfully nided him in its uphuildi.,g, he was united in marriage in 1855. She is a
n•tivc of the snme city as himself, and her maiden
name was Susanna Altvater. To them have come
four children: Matilda, George, Jr.,Kate and Harry.
1\Ir. Krapp is a fine type of the genus horno known
as a self-made man, who, while working for his own
interests, has forwarded those of his adopted city, as
every man who is successful in business must of
necessity materially promote the welfare of the
community where he resides. In all his dealings
be has ever been gtJided hy the principles of u(m-
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esty and truth, and his business has flourished accordingly, and his position in financial circles is
of the best. True to the religion Gf his fathers, St.
Lul<e's German Chmch finds in him a fnithful member and a generous supportct-. In his political views
he sides with the Democratic party , believing its
policy the safest to be pursued in the government
of this great nation .

EV. JAMES FOYIL MORTON, pastor of
the Reformed Presbyterian Church at Cedarville, assumed charge of this pastorate
in May, 1863, having been recently graduated from the Monmouth , (Ill . ) College. The fnct
that he has since remaine1l with the congregation
through the vicissitudes of nearly twenty-seven
years, attests the fidelity witb which he has labored and the success which bas crowned his efforts.
The church through his instrumentality has inCI'eascd largely in numbers anrl iuflncncc , becoming
a power in religious cit·cles in Sou1.hern Ohio.
The subject of this notice was l.Jorn in Lincoln
County, Tenn., January 18, 1828, and is the son
of James and Mary Foyil (Breckenridge) Morton,
who were natives of South Carolina and removed
early in life to Tennessee where they were married.
There the mother died in 1828. Mr. Morton, su hsequently in 1841, emigrated to Illinois with his
family and followed fat·ming until his death. Jnmes
F. was reared amid the quiet scenes of country life
and pm·sued his first studies in the district sclJOol.
When approaching manhood he occupied himself
as a teacher during the winter .•easou and in summer worked on tbc farm until the early part of
1859, then entered Monmouth College, where he was
gradnated in the college class of 1861, and in the
Theological class in 1862, with n license to preach
by tl.Je Westem Presbytery of the Reformed Presbyterian Church. In 1863 he assumed e!Jarge of
the Cedarville Congregation, over which he has
since continuously presided.
The Reformed Presbyterian Church of Cedarville was organized about 1810, being the first
church of that denomination in tbe Presbytery, and

424

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

from data obtained in a history wntten by Robert
C. Reid, it appears that in 1804, Davirl :\Iitcuell of
Kentucky with llis wife and James l\liller and fam.
ily from Scotland, settled on Clarke's Run and organized a praye•·-meeUng. In the spring of 1808,
James Reid and family took an active part. In the
fall of the snnw year . William l\Ioreland settled
near and also joined the infant society. The first
preaching was in 1809 by the Rev. T!Jomas Douelly
and John Kelt, then a licentiate.
Shortly afterward the Rev. ,John Black of Pittsburg visited the society and received l\Ir. and Mrs.
James Reid who were tile first r~gularly accepted
members of tile 'c burch. Mr. Black organized
sessions and the next Sabbath preached a sermon in
u log barn on what is known as tile Dalla~ farm.
On tllat day the ordinance of baptism was first administered in tile congregation, tbe parties interested being William and Joseph Hcid. At this time
there were about ten members. Dnring the next few
years eight or ten families joined, but for a time
there 11·as very little preacLing, owing to the want
of a building. Meetings were held in barns and
residences, the latter bring for the most part small
log houses.
The first churcl! edifice was built in 181 ~on Mr.
Miller's farm, seven J>Ji!es from Xenia. This was
a rude log structure, twenty-two feet square,
chinked witl! clay and t!Je floor was of rough
planks witllout joining or matcl!ing. The clapboard roof was lleld in place by weight poles. The
first regular preacher was tue Rev. Jol!u Kell, who
for six yeat·s supplied the pulpit about once a
month., giving this congt'egation about one quarter
of his time. The first regular pastor was the Rev.
Jonatl!an Gill , who settled here in 1816 and remained until 1823. Tl!en on account of inadeqnate
support be requested to be released and the pastoral relation was dissolved .
Tl!e Rev. Gavin Jl.iel\Iillan then took charge and
preached about one quarter of his time untill829.
In the meli.ntime, in 1824, a new church building
w<l:l erected on the banks of !\lassies Creek, six miles
from Xenia and two mil~s from Cedarville. This
was a stone 'edifit:e, 10x36 feet in dimensions. In
the fall of 1829 the Rev . Hugh lVIcll'lillan, brother
of Gavin, accepted the pastorate, Vlhich he held

until his death, in October, 1860. He was greatly
lamenlecl by tl!e whole community. At the time
be took charge there wm·e but sixty-six communicants, but a number of his pal'ishioners in the South
followed him to his new location and greatly il1creased his flock. At hio death only three of the
original subscribers were living, namely-Robert,
John and William Reid, who have since passed
away.
In 1833 there was a division in the congregation, thirty-eight of tue sixty-five members going
to another synod. This caused some trouble about
the occupancy of the church, which was settled by
allowing those who left to use it every fourtll Sabbath tm•l two ~nbbaths in succession when they h:ul
communion. In 1839 the original society built a
n.ew chmch on a lot near th6 old one. This was a
bl'ick structure 45x55 feet in dimensions. In 1848
membe•·s living in Xenia received permission to t!Je
have a distinct organization, fifty-five members
laking leave at that time. They called on the Rev.
l\Ir. :\lcMillan to become their pastor but after
matu-re consideration he declined and removed to
Cedarville, where his earthly labors were ended.
In 1%3 the brick church was torn down and
rebuilt in a more ccntrallocation in the village of
Cedarville. This structure is of brick, 45x67 feet
in dimensions and has in it much of the material of
the old stone church of 1824-39. In May, 1863,
Rev. J . F . lllo•'ton, the subject of this notice assumed charge of the congregation with wuieh he
has so faithfully labored and to such a good purpose.
There are now five distinct classes or societies
which hold regular prayer-meetings, some of them
meeting once a week and othe•·s once or twice a
montu. The Sabbath-school numbers two hundred or
more members and is in a flourishing condition.
There are twenty-one classes including seven Bible
classes. The average attendance is about one hundred and fifty. This includes all classes and ages. Of
those enrolled,over one hundred are from outside the
congregation, consisting mostly of the very poor or
those who receive no other religious instruction.
These are sought out by the faithful teachers and
members, who, when it is necessary, furnish them
witll food and clothing at tile expense of the COI!gre.
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gation. Under such Christian influence and benevolence many of them become exemplary men and
womon. The cl10rch is thus doing good missionary
work. Pastor and people labor in the utmost harmony, endeavoring to follow the teachings of the
Master.
Rev. James F. Morton was joined in wedlock
with Miss Martha 131nir, June 3, 1863, at the bride's
home near Sparta, Ill. This lady was born in Tennessee and is the daughter of James ancl.Jane Blair,
who were residents of the same place in Illinois
but are now both deceased. They removecl to the
Prairie State at an enrly day and theit· daughter
Martha was educated in the High School of Sparta,
where later she followed the profession of a trachcr
a number of years. Early in .life she also becrtme
connected with the Reformed Presbyterian Church.
There were born of this union six children, the eldest of whom a son, Cargill 1\1., married Miss Anna
Stewart of Clifton, Ohio, and is now a prominent
business man of Cedarville. Mary nnd James died
at the ages of five and three years respectively;
Calvin Crawford is attending college at Monmouth,
Ill.; Martha Lulu and .Jennie Belle are attending
school at Crdarville. Dr. Morton had always maintained a wnrm interest in the temperance question
and some time since identifieil himself with the
l'roh1bition patty, with the principles of which his
congregation is mostly in sympathy, a few members,
however, still adhering tl) the olrl parties. He is
helcl in high esteem in his community, having made
for himself a worthy record, both in religions and
social circles.

ILLTAM G. BAIU:R. The community of
Jamestown, Greene County, is mnclc up of
a large portion of substantial nntl. intelligent people, well-to-do and many of them among
the first settlers. Mr. Buker may be properly mentioned in this connection as one, who by hi~ own
energy anct industry has acquired a competence ~nd
is now retired from the active labors of life, giving
his attention mostly to the cm·c of his extende<l
business interests. He is n Director of the People's
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and is a ma.n who has occupied many positions of trust and responsibility.
Mr. Baker came to Jamestown in 1831, when the
present flourishing city w~s a hamlet of ten houses .
He was a saddler n.nd h~rne~s-mak er by trade anrl
est:tblishetl the first shop for thio business ever
started in the pl~ce. This was opened in the month
August, 1832, and was conducted for many years
successfully. In the meantime Mr. Baker associated himself in partnership with Thomas Johnson
and they established a tannery which they concluctecl jointly for four years and tben Mr. Baker
purchasing tbc interest of his partner, operated it
for six years on his own account.
At the expiration of this time l\fr. Bake1· in 1848,
h~ving turned his saddlery business over to a
brother, purchasecl a stock of goods and was thereafter cngagecl in general merchandising for eight
years. Then selling out he commencecl dealing in
live stock anrl was engaged in this for ten years.
Then becoming interested in lhe F(lrmers and
Trader's Bank he investerl in several shares therein,
and became a Director. He subsequently transferred his interest in that institution to the People's
Ihnk with which he has since been connected.
A native of the Blue Clrass State l\1r. Buker was
born on the 28th of May, 1812, near the town of
Millersburg. W!Jen a child of two years his parents
move~l to Fleming County, Ky., near Poplar Plains,
There William G. was re,.recl to maPbood, acquiring a limited education in the common school. He
commenced learning the satldlery trade at an early
age, serving an apprenticeship of four years. Then
comin6 to Greene County, this State, he set up his
first shop at Jamestown . He possessed very limited
means and walked all the way across the countryover one hundred and twenty miles-carrying his
tools anrl clothing anrl land!ng in Jamestown with
a cash capital of sixty-two and one half cents. It
is hardly necccs3nry to state that he labored industriously, live<! economically, ancl saved his
camings, or he could scarcely have arnvefl at the
position which he now occupies.
In due time, having found himself upon solid
ground, with the prospect of being able to support
a family, Mr. Baker was joined in wedlock May 12,
1836, with Miss Thirza A. Larkin, the wedding
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taldng place at the bride's home in Ross Townsllip.
Greene County. Mrs. Baker was born in that
townsllip, February II, 1817, and i~ a daughter of
David and ?>ancy (Harper) Larkin, wlw were natives respectively of Pennsylvania and Maryland.
ITer mother's family was of the same branch that
settled in \"irginia and after whom was named Harper's Ferry. Mr. Larl<in was a farmer by occupation and came to Ohio at an early date, settling
first ncar the pt·esent site of Chillicothe. Later he
removed to Greene County and thence to Clark
County, where he spent the remainder of his life.
Botll parents lived to an advanced age, the mother
dying at the age of eigllty-five and the father when
ninety-four years old.
Mrs. Baker was given a common-school education anrl tmined by a careful mother in all the usefnl household duties. She remained under tile
parental roof until becoming. the mistress of her own
home. Of the union of our subject there has been
born a family of six children, but Mr. and Mrs.
Baker have experienced sore bereavement in tile
loss of all their children but one. The only survivor is a daughter--Mcttaline-who is the wife of
Morris Sharp, a banker of Washington Court House,
this State.
The parents of our subject were William and
Mary (Wynns) Baker, the fatllet· a native of
Virginia and the mother of Pennsylvania. The
Baker family is of English ancestry while the
Wyans tracP. their ancestry to Wales. William
Baker left his native.State when a youth of sixteen
years. going to Kentucky where be met and marrierl 111iss Wyans, who had probably been taken to
the Blue Grass State by her parents when a very
young child. It was, however, thought by some
thatshc wns born there. In 1828 William Raker and
bis wife, after the Lirtlt of most of their family,
left Kentucky and settled in Jamestown, this State,
w!Jere t!Jcy spent the closing years of their lives.
Grandfather Baker passed away May 27, 1838, at
the age of fifty -six years. His wife survived him
for the long period of thirty-two years, remaining
n widow and departing hence in October, 1870, at
the a<lvancecl age of eighty-five and one-half years.
'William Bal;cr was ]mown far and wine as a baniworking, honest man , a good citizen, and a stancll

member of the old Whig party. Grandmother
Baker was a woman of many estimable qualities
and a Methodist in religions belief.
l\Ir. Baker, our subject, was in the early clays a
Whig, but after the abandonment of the old pm·ty,
cordially wheeled into the Republican rnnl;s. He
has held the various minor offices of his township
and has always been looked upon by his neighbors
as a man whose word was as good as his bond. He
is a regular attendant of the Methodist Episcopal
Church of which his wife is a consistent member
and to which they contribute a liberal support.

AMES CRABILL, a native and life-long resdent of Clark County, belongs to a family
~/
well known among t.he early settlers of the
~
county. His grandfather, David Crabill,
was one o{ the first to settle in this section of Ohio,
and his son, Thomas V. , was born in 1811, on a part
of the farm now occupied by our subject. Thomas
V. Criibill was reared to manhood amid the scenes
of pioneer life and did much of the work which devolves upon frontiersmen and early settlers. He
was educated in the early schools of the county,
and became widely and favorably known throughout its bounds as a reliable ancl public-spit"itccl citizen, n successful business man, and one of upright
character. In politics he was a Republican, Rnd his
religious belief coincided with the doctrines expressed by the Presbyterian Church with which he
hnd therefore identified bimself.
After .his marriage to Sidney Yeazle, Thomas
Crabill removed to ~pringficlcl Township, where he
depni-ted this life, September 5, 1884. He left to
his heirs an extensive estate and otber property,
togetber with tbe better inheritance of nn honored
name. He wns the fnther of fourteen children, of
whom the following are now living: William and
David, in Springfield Township; James; Lovina,
the wife of 1\'lichael Wilson, of Springfield; John, in
Springfield Township; Nancy E., the wife of Alonzo
Leffel, in Mercer County; Thomas, in Springfield
Township; l\1ilton and Joseph F.
The gentleman wbo is the subject of this brief
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biographical notice was born January 12, 1841,
receiving his early erlucation in the district schools
of the county, and adopting the occupation of a
farmet'. He owns a farm on section 19, Moorefield
Township, which is part of the old Crabill homestead, his realty comprising one hundred and eighteen acres. This h\nd is managed and cultivated
according to the most approved methods, and the
crops raised upon it are equal in quality and quantity to those of any farm in this and contiguous
counties. The dwelling is a substantial and homelike structure, while the other buildings which
adorn the place are equally well built and adequate
to the various purposes for which they are dcsignerl.
On October 17, 187G, Mr. Crabill led to the hymeneal altar Miss Clara, daughter of John B. Nickliu, of Moorefield Township. Mrs. Crabill is
intelligent and well-bred, possesses a thorough
lmowledge of housewifely duties, and is one who
carries her religion into daily life, performing all the
obligations which rest upon her in a conscientious
manner. She has borne one daughter-Jessiewhose natal day was August 2, 1881. She and her
husband belong to the Metho<list Episcopal Church
at Springfield. Mr. Crabill is a Republican. He
is a man of well. informed min<l, as well as an enterprising farmer, and one whose Christian character is known to all with whom he comes in contact.

ILLIAJ\>1 B. HARDIE. There is probably
not within the limits of Xenia Township,
Greene County, a more pleasant an<l attractive home than that belonging to the subject of
this notice. He is a man well·to-<lofinancially,asthe
result of energy, in<l us try and good judgment, and
has wisely devoted a portion of his income to the
gathering around himself and family the things
which naturally elevate and refine ·the mind and
which in their place have a large share in the completion of human happiness. Mr. Hardie is located
not far from the place of his birth, be having been
born in this township March 17, 1825. He was
reared, however, in New Jaspm· Township, to which
his parents removed when he was a lad eight years

of age. He acquire<l a pracLicnl education in the
common school and became familiat· with the various employments of farm life which he chose for
his vocation.
When twenty-seven years of age Mr. Uarclic was
married .January 29, 1852, at the hri<lc's home in
New .Jasper Township, to Miss Elizabeth,daughter of
Robert and Elizabeth (Campbell) Dean. The newly
wc<ldcd pair commenced the journey of life together
in New Jasper Township, where they sojourned
for a period of twenty-seven years, and then removed to Xenia Township, of which they have
since been residents. The farm is two hundrcrl anrl
sixty acres in extent, embellished with a fine residence, eubstantial outbuil<ling" nn<l the other appurtenances of the mo<lel country estate. Mr.
Hardie keeps himself posted upon matters pertaining to his calling an<l avails himself of the most
improved machinery in the tillage of the soil.
Six chil<lren have been born to our subject and
his worthy wife, the eldest of whom; Laura n., remains nt home with her parents. Mary E. is the
wife of J. W. Liggett, of Union County, Ohio;
AnnaN . remains un<ler the home t·oof; Robert H.
marric<l Miss Matie Rogers, and lives in Kearney,
Neb.; Ida L. and W. Clark arc at home. 1\fr. Har<lie has held some of tte town offices, being at one
time Treasurer, but prefers the q11iet of his own
fireside to the responsibilities of public life. He
~upports the principles of the Republican party and
with his excellent wife is a member in good standing of the Umterl Presbyterian Church.
The father of our suhjcct was the late William
Hardie, a native of Scotlan<l, whc, married Miss
Isabella Buick who was born and reared not far
from the early home or her husban<l, in Perthshire.
Tlwre also they were married an<l in 1820 emigrated to America, coming at once to Ohio nn<l
settling in Xenia Township. About 1833, they removed to Jasper Township, and from there later
to the city where 1\Ir. Har<lic <lie<l, November 24,
1860. The mother continue<l tQ make her home in
Xenia but die<l at the home of her <laughters in
Bellefontaine, December 23, 1873. The parcnt.'tl
family included six children, two sons anrl fout·
daughters, three of whom are living and of whom
our subject was the next youngest. l\Irs. Hardie
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was born in Jasper Township, Greene County, December 20, 1827. She spent her childl10od an<l
youth in a comparatively uneventful manner under
the home roof, where she was trained to all useful
housewifely iluiics, becoming well- fitted to preside
over a gooil man's home. She shares with her
husband the esteem ani! conficlencc of the people
arounil her, ani! their hospitable doors are. fre quently opened to hosts of warm friends.

ILLIAM H. HODGE, who resiiles in
Pleasant Township, Clark County, is numbered among the substantial farmers of
the vicinity. His farm, whit:h is locntcd on section 13, comprises two hunilreil and seventeen
broad acres of thoroughly cultivated land, and
such n degree of success bas rewarde<l his labors in
life that he has given to each of his five children
about $3,000. H_e began his cat·eer as an agricul·
turist with a one-fifth interest in one hundred and
fifty acres, and hi s present home and assured financial standing is the best evidence of his zeal and
energy in life's labors.
The present home of Mr. Hodge is also his birthplace, his natal day having been November 14,
1826. His parents, John and Mary Ann (Baird)
Hodge, came here in 1817, locating on one hundred and fifty-one acres of land, which the father
cleared and had quite well improved prior to his
death. John Hodge was horn in Virginia, October
11, 1796, and died J:muary 17, 1828. He was a
captain and major of militia, and served during
the War of 1812. His widow was callecl from time
to eternity March 9, 1877, at an advanced age,
ha ving been born March 4, 1800. They were the
parents of five children, the subject of t\lis sketch
being the only son-Amanda H. m~trried Uriah
Blue, and died leaving a large family ; Paulina H.
married John Roberts ; Sarah A. was the wife of
George L. Wood, of Illinois; Isahcllc J. was the
wife of 'Villinm Jones, and died leaving one son,
Henry C.
Tlw paternal gmndfather of om· sui.Jjbct was
Andrew Hoilge, who was twice married; his mater-
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nnl grandpnrents were William and Dorothy Baird.
William I-i. Hodge was reared on a farm and received a common -school education, at the age of
seventeen years beginning life for himself. On
New Year's Day, 1850, he was united in marriage
with Dorcas H. Botkin; who has ably assisted him
in his worthy efforts, sharing in his toils as well as
in his plc~tsurcs. She was born in Pleasant Township, .June 2, 1829 , being n daughter of Charles
and Doceas (Tuttle) Botkin, whose fir•t settlement
in Ohio was in Clinton County. Her fatller was a
soldier in the War of 1812. To Mr. and Mrs.
Hodge five children have been born, namely:
Charles A.; Susan E., wife of Charles :'leer;
Amanda J ., wife of Andrew Goodfellow; Dorcas A., wife of George McClenen; and John F.
In early mnnhoo<l Mr. Hodge was identified with
the Whig party , and after the disintegration of
that body he became a Republican.

~

OLOMON WILSON, who departed this life
July 6, 1862, at his home in Miami Township, Greene County, was a representative
pioneer of Southern Ohio, and a good man
in the broadest sense of the word. When this cnn
be truthfully said of a mnn it implies much. Mr.
Wilson was horn in Virginia, December 16, 1818,
and emigrated to Ohio in 1833, settling in 1\Iinmi
Township, and thereafter followed farming continuously until his death .
On the 22d of December, 1817, 1\fr. Wilson was
joined in wedlock with Miss Samh B. Baker, who
was born in Miami, July 23, 1825. Mrs. Wilson
comes of a good family , being the sister of Dan
Baker, who is represented elsewhere in this volume. After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. .Wilson,
for a period of eight years, oc<.:upied the farm now
owned by 1\Irs. James Miller,, in Miami Township.
They then removed to the farm where Mrs. Wilson
now resides, ami Lhet·eafter rlevoted their energies
to its improvem ent and cultivation. It was but very
little removed from its primitive conrlttion, the
only improvement upon it being a log house.
About 1859 the present residence was erectecl , and
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Mr. Wilson from yenr to yenraddcd the improvements naturally suggested to the enterprising and
progressi vo farmer.
A man of more than ordinary intelligence, Mr.

Wilson acquired a good education, and it was
ofben remarked that he would have beP.n a success
as a ter;cher, as he was fully qualified, unving com pleted his studies in the high school at Xenia. He
was liberal and public spirited, t.aking an active
part in politics, and gave his allegiance to the
Democrntic party. He held the office of i;upervisor, and also served as Trustee in his school district. He kept himself thoroughly informed upon
the leading events, and was a tlllm of sound judgment and one whose opinions were genemlly respected .
Thet'e was born of this congenial union a family
of seven children. The eldest, a danghter, Mary,
died when nearly four years old; Thomas married
l\1iss Laura Littleton, and is the father of one child,
and makes his home in Springfield; Huldah and
Belle nrc unmarried and remain at home with theit·
mother; Brinton married Miss Abbie Elerick;
they live in Texas and have four chi ldren; · William married Miss Florence Hughes; he is the
father of one child nnd they li vc in Monticello,
Ill .; Solomon is unmarried and operates the home
farm. Mrs. Wilson, with her children who arc at
home, belongs to the Presbyterian Church. Her
son Solomon, who possesses,_in a marked degree,
the worthy qualities of his honored father, ·;otes
the straight Republican ticket, and hns been Road
Supervisor in his distrint for the lnst four years.
The farm embraces one hundred acres of land ,'
and is devoted to gencml agriculture and stockraising. The Wilson family is held in high respect
in the community, being numbered among the
representative citizens of Miami Township.

I
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OL. ROBERT .L. KILPATRICK.

Few of

{l(~" those patriotic men who varticipated in the

~ fierce struggle to maintain the Union, merited or received greater honor than was the reward of valor on the part ot this retired army
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officer, who now resides in Springfield, and a li tbogmphic portrait of whom, on the opposite page,
will be notice<! by the ren<ier. In 1861, at tlle first
call for troops he misecl a company, of which he
was chosen Captain. lt was l<nown as Company B,
Fifth Ohio Volu ntccr InfRntry, and was organized
April 20; its nucieus was a part of the old Highlan<l
Guard, of Cinci-nnati, of wh1cb the Colonel had formerly been a member. Before going into the field,
they re-enlisted for three years, then went to the
front, where they distinguished themselves for
dauntless bravery, ancl won the adm iration of other
regiments RS well ns of their superior offict•rs.
On January 5, 1862, Capt. Kilpatrick with bi~.
regiment participated in the battle of Blue's Gap,
V!l., and on June 9, of the same year took part
in the well fought battle of Port Republic.
In the latter engagement Col. Kilpatrick, then
Captain, was captured <luring the retreat from that
battlefield, and confined at Lynchblll'g, Ya., thence
was taken to Salisbury, N. C., and later to Libuy
prison, being incarcernte<l in those loathsome prison
pens for two months and eleven days. He was then
paroled, bnt understanding that hP. was exchanged
be went to Covington, Ky., and was there engaged
in drilling and organizing the hastily rai8ed le vies
in Kentucky <luring the time of the Kirby Smitll
raid. After ascertaining that he was on parole be
desired to be relieved, but the Commander, Col.
Shinkle, who conld not well dispense with bis services, persuaded him to remai n, which he did until
tlle rebels left the vicinity. From Covington he
proceeded to Camp Lew Wallace, near Columbus,
where he was" Provost Marshal of the camp until
November, 1862. Then joining his regiment at
Harper's Fcny, he was present a-t the defense of
Dumfries, Va., December 27, 1862,and on January
8, 1863, was promoted from a captaincy to be n
Lieutena"'lt-Colonel.
Col. Kilpn1rick commanded the regiment in the
battle of Chancellorsville, May I, 2 and 3, 1863.
Before noon on the third <lay of this famous engagement he was severely wounded in the right
arm, wuich necessitated amputation at the shoulder
joint; also very severely woun<lcd in the left
thigh. He was taken to the Washington Hotel in
Washington, D. C., where he wns nursed by his
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wife until his recovery. Then joining his regiment
at Louisville, Ky., he commanded it at the battle
of Mill Creek Gap, Ga., May 8, 1864, also was
present at the battle of R'lSacn., May 14 and 15.
On the night of the 15th the regiment wn.s detailed
under command of Col. Kilpatrick, to cut out and
bring off four pieces of artillery and a llag from
the rebrl redoubt. They faithfully performed their
duty and the Colonel, under whose command they
were, at the bead of his regiment, received the
thanks of Col. Cobham, who commanded a brigade
in that part of the Union line. .The regiment had
the advance of the Army of the Cu1nberlanrl, and,
after crossing Pumpkin Vine Creek, May 25, they
encountered the advance of the Confederate Army.
A tlllnguinary engagement took place nnd such were
tha fearful odds against the Union defenders that
the regiment lost about one-fomth of its men in
twenty minutes. Neverthelt:'SS they steadily maintained their position urotil re-enforcementt n.rrivcd.
The last battle in which the Colonel participated
was that of New Hope Chua·ch, whicb lasted from
May 25 until June I. On the 17th of August,
1864, his 1·egiment having been reducecl to fifty
men, on account of the many casualties, and
of the fact that the three yenrs for whicli most
of nis men enlisted liacl expired, lie resigned
his commission and September 28, following, was
appointed Captain of the Veteran Resea·ve Corps.
In November, 1864, lie was appointed Assistant
Provost Marshal of the milit.:\ry district of Washington, also Command ct· of FOI·est Hall Prison.
After filling this position for a few months he was
ordt.redJanuary 18, 1865, to Alcxnndria, \'a., and
was ou duty with the Provost 1\Iashn.l of tile defenses south of Llle Potomac. On May 8 of the snme
year, he returned to Washington, ani! was on' duty
with the provisional cavalry until August, 1865.
and was then assigned to Company G, Sixth Regiment Reserve Corps. He remained statiQned with
his regiment at Johnson's Island, Ohio, until December, 1865. Being mustered out of volunteer
service June 30, J 866, be was, on July :28, the same
year, appointed Captain of the l<'orty-second United
States Infantr.v, and was on recruiting service in
Brooklyn and Albany until Aprill5, 1867. Thence
lte was transferred to Hart's Island, New York

Harbor, and on May 9, the same year, went to
Sackett's Harbor, in command of Company F, until
May 4, 1868. From May, 1868, until May, 1869,
he was CJ>mmander of the post of Ft. Ontario,
N. Y., and from .Tune 3, 1869, to Fet.orunry 10, 1870,
was Military Commissioner of the Eleventh District
of Virginia, including Charles City and New Kent
Counties; also Superintendent of registration and
election, :mel remained iu the Old Dominion until
February 10, 1870. From that time until the 15th
of the ensuing December he was on recruiting service in New York City, and was then retired with
the fu ll rank of Colonel. In the voluntetlr service
he was brevetted Major nn<l Lieuteaut-Colon~l for
· gallant and meritorious services during tile war, and
in the regular army was brevetted Major for gallantry at the battle of Port Repu!Jiic, June 9, 1862,
and brevetted Lieutenant-Colonel for gn.llantry at
the battle of Cil'll!Cellorsville, Va.
Tlie reader will be interested in the prin cipal facts
concerning the personal liistory of one whose pub .
lie 1·ecord lin.s become so widely known. Col. Kilpatrick was born in Paisley, Renfrewshire, Scotland, April 20, lll25, and belongs to the Dalg:u·.
nock branch of the Kilpatrick family. Trncing his
ancestry back a few generations we find tllat his
great-grnndfatller, Hugh Kilpatrick, was born on a
a fn.rm in Dumfries-shire, Scotland, :mtl wn.s re:uc<l
to ngriculturnl pursuits. In his early manhoorl he
went to Paisley, then but a small town, where he
engaged in the lumber Lusiness ; be was a member
of the fi•·m of Kilpatrick & Middy aucl resided
tliere until his dllatb. The maiden name of his
wife, the great-grandmother of our subject, was
Jean Pinkerton, wlio livetl to the great age of
ninety-four. She nlso spent her last years in Paisley.
Tile grandfather of Col. Kilpatrick, likewise
named Hugh, was born in Paisley and learned to
weave tile celebrated Paisley shawls. He finally
became owner or a sliop and looms employing several men in tliat business and spending the closing
days of his lifo in his native town. He was an
Elder in tbe Abbey Church, an edifice which was
erected iu the eleventh century and is still standing. His wife bore the maiden name of Bell Monroe, and died in Paisley. Among the children she
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bore ber husband was James, the father of Col. Kilpatrick. In Paisley, wherp he was born January 1,
1800, Jumes Kilpatrick passed his youtu, and at an
early age l~arned the trade of n weaver, hut when
still quite young joined the British Army as a
member of the regiment known as the Scotch
G!"llys. After a time his father purchased his djs,
charge, and lhe, returning to his home, marrie<j
~iss Janet Lang, who also passed the earlier portion
Of her l!fe i,n that Scotti1sh town. About five or
six years after hi~ m~<rriage James Kilpatrick took
sep·iqe under the government at St. John's Newfoundland, where he died when about thirty-five
*ears old.
The maternal grandfather ·of our subject, Robert
Lang, was a native of Paisley and was tile son of
Peter Lang,who was born on a farm near Kilpatrick,
Dumbartonshire, SeoLland. Peter Lang was one of
a family of nineteen cllildren, all of whom lived to
manhood and womanhood. Peter Lang, after
spending llis youth on the homestead, went to
Paisley, where he died at a ripe old age. His wife
-,vas i'n youth Miss Katherine lllcKeller.
Like some other ancestor.s of Col. Kilpatrick,
Robert Lang, his ;uatemal granclfather, learned the
trad: of a silk weaver, and live•l and died in P nisley. He manied 1\Iiss llbrgaret L'!-ng, a nRtive of
Greenock, Renfrewshire. In 1851 , the mother of
our subject cR.me to America, joining her brother
Ro.bert, in Cincinnati. She was the mother of
thf~ chilqre~, the eldest of w.bom died in infancy ;
the seqon!l, n daughl4r, Margaret, married noel clien
in Scotland. The mother made her home in Cincinnati, and her deeth occurred while on a visit to
her son, Robert L., October 30, 1874.
He, of whom this sketch is written, attended
schp~ 'luite regularly in his boyhood, and when a
.y outh of sixte~n joined the Britisu Army 1 becoming a member of the Twenty-fourth Regiment, in
which he served eleven months. Afterward he
was transferred to the Forty-second Regiment,
which wns well-known· as the "Black Watch."
From the history of the State of Ohio, published
by Henry Howe, we learn that this was the first
regiment that ever troil the soil of O~io, coming
here in 1764, during the time of Indian troubles
for the purpose of releasing some three hundred
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woman and children, who were held captive by tue
Indians. They were successful in their efforts, and
r estored their captives to their friends in the settleJ.Uents.
Tile first two months of llis service Col. Kilpatrick passed in Ireland, th~nce was transferred to
Eng! ..nd, where he remained nine months. Next
we find him in the Black Watch m Scotland,
whence in ~ovember, 1842, he accompRnied his
regiment to the Isle of Malta in the Mediterranean;
he reached this port January 1, 184J, and sojourned .there, performing severe military duty,
until March 17, 184 7, then went with his regiment
to .the Bermuda Islands, where he remained until
1\Iarch 23, 181H, and at thnt date purchased his discharge. This closed his military career as a Britisll soldier, and he soon afterwa.rd came to the
United States, proceeding directly to Cincinnati.
During half of his term of senice in the British
Army he was a non-commissioned officer.
After a sojourn of a few weeks in Cincinnati,
Col. Kilpatrick came to Springfield nncl engaged in
sign-painting. After working here a short time be
returneil to Cincinnati, and entering the employ
of T. F . & C. A. Davis, to learn the trade of
a grainer; be subsequently established a business
of his own. He was thus employed at the outbreak of the Civil W nr, when he left his own business enterprises to serTe his country. He nobly
dist·harged his olJiigntions to his adopted land,
and not more bravely <lilt the native-born sons
of the North go forward in battle, nor more
courageously did they offer thei r lives at the altar
of their nation's freedom, than did this devoted
patriot, who although of foreign nationality, could
yet inspire many to " rally rounc'l tbe flag'' and
rouse others to that enthusiasm which was the necessary forerunner of a successful termination of
the wnr.
The fait hful helpmate of Col. Kilpatrick for
thirty-five years was in her youth Miss Margaret,
daughter ot John and Ellen (Craig) Lang, both natives of Scotlarid, where Mrs. Kilpatrick was likewise born. Her early life was spent in l'11isley,
where she was born, January 12, 1828 ;bcniug been
c~<refully trained by her worthy parents ehe was
fitted to become the mistress of a large ho•1se and
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the hoste's of a charming home which until lately,
was the frequent resort of people of culture and
refinement, but now she is an invalid. Religiously,
)Irs. Kilpatrick helongs to the Presbyterian Chmch.
Col. Kilpatrick, socially. belongs to the Springfield Lorlge, No. 33, I. 0. 0. F ., also to Mitchell
Post, No. 45, G. A. R. , and is a charter member of
the Ohio Commandery of the Military Order of
tbe Loyal Legion of the United States, anrl one of
the original members of the Military Service Institution of the United States. He is numbered
among the members of the Caledonian Society of
Cincinnati, wbich is the oldest chartered society in
the State. He likewise belongs to the Fifth Ohio
Volunteer Assoeiation, the Union \Vat· Prisoners'
Association, anrl the "Thistle Society" of New York
City. He was one of a few young men, who, in
1856, started a Republican Club in the Fifteenth
\Yard in Cincinnati. Their meetings were held in
a earpenter shop, anrl it was there that Rutherford
B. Hayes, who was then a resident of that warrl,
addressed one of their meetings. Tbus it will be
seen that Col. Kilpatrick has always been a stanch
Republican .

EORGE

~G./IT

WHITTREDGE . The grandfather
of the subject of this notice settled in Harmony Township, Clark .County , at an early
day and was classerl nmong its best ctttzens. He
transformed a portion of wild land into a valuable
homestead, one hundred anrl twenty-two acres of
which is owncrl nnd occupied by his grandson of
wbom we write. Tbe Iutter was born where he
now resides, December 20, 1840, the old place
being located in the southwestern p<Lrt of the township. In addition to general farming he makes ~
specialty of stock-raising and is proving a worthy
representntive of one of the most highly respected
families in the county.
The parents of our subject were Tbomas and
Lucinda (Winchester) Whittredge, the former of
whom was horn in 1813, near Rochester, Mass.
and the latter that same year in Butler Coanty,
this State. Thomas Whittredge was brought to

Ohio hy his parents in the fall of 1818, being then
a larl of five years. His father purchased one hnndred anrl sixty acres of land from the Government
nt >£<1.25 per acre; the father died in October, 1841,
at the early age of twenty-nine years. He and his
wife were consistent mem!Jers of the Free Will Bap.
tist Church. They were the parents of tbree sons,
the eldest of whom, Worthington, is a resident of
Yan Wert, this Stnte; George, om subject was the
seconrl born; Thomas was accidentally killed at the
age of four years by the dischnrge of a tlint-lock
rn usket.
·
The pnternal granilfather of our su!Jject was
Joseph \Vhittre<lge, likewise n native of Rocbester,
1\Iass., and born in 1774. He went to sea when n
youtb of seventeen, became a captain before reaching his majority and was a seafaring man during
the early part of his life, sailing for a period of
twenty-seven years to an<! from the \Vest Inrlies.
He was fil'st married to Miss Abigail Foster who
bore him one Ron and three daughters, all of whom
liverl to mature years, were married and reared
families. The first wife died in Massachusetts anrl
Grandfather Whittrerlge was then married to Mrs.
Olive Rider by whom he had three sons-Thomas,
the fatber of our subject, Wottbingto~, an artist of ·
New York City, and William, who died when fourteen years ol<l. The second wife had two children
by a former marriage.
Capt. Whittredge removed to Ohio in 1818 anrl
entered one hnndrerl and sixty acres of Government land, the same upon which our subject now
resirles. He made a specialty of cheese-making and
dierl at the old homestead at the advanced age of
eighty-one years. He was a man of a deeply religious turn of minrl and frequently officiated ns a
preacher. He wns kind and IJenevolent to the poor
and was one of the early arlhercnts of the 111asoni.c
frnternity. His father, Thomas Wbittrerlge by
name, was bom and reared in Massachusetts where
he followccl farming all his life. The famiiy orig~
nate<\ in England and was· represented in tliis
country <luring tlic Colonial days, by two IJrothers
who Cn'lle from Yorkshire soon after tlie arrival of
thePiymouth Colony.
The moth~r of our subject was the daughter of
Lyman Winchester, who married a )Iiss Goorl~'
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speed, uotb of wholl,l were nativ es of New York
State. The Winchester family originated in Scotland. The maternal granrlpnrents of our suuject
spent their last years in this county. George Whittredgc was re:ll'ed to farming pursuits and outnined his edunation in the common sehool. Two
days prior to attaining his twenty-sixth year he
was joiued in wedlock December 18, 1866, to Miss
Catherine A. Franklin. Mrs. Whittredge was born
May II, 1844 in (;Iifton. this State, and is a
daughter of Hiram and Ann (McCoy) Franklin
who were natives respectively of Vermont and
Greene County, this State, and are residents of this
county. Four children have been born of this
union, the eldest of whom a dau ghter, Eva, is the
wife of George Vince ; they hav e one son, Charles
C. l\Iinnie, Maude and Clifford remain at home with
their parents. Mr. Whittreuge , politically, gives
his su-pport to the Democratic party and lias served
as Township Trustee for two terms. He is considerP.d a reliable man-one whose word is as good as
his bond.

=t •
OHN LOUCK. Among the residents of Fairfield, Greene County, no man stands higher
in the community than the above-named
gentleman, who is now serving as Clerk of
Bath Township, and Justi"e of the Peace. llis honesty , integrity, and sterling worth arc well -known,
his long residence in the county having given him
an extended acquaintance, and tbe- genuine regard
of all who know him. His residence in the county
began in 1835, and lie bas been identified more' or
less prominently with its bu~iness interests since
that time, as well as in variou.s departments of its
public affairs. Although quite advanced in years ,
he is still hale and hearty, and is an entertaining
companion.
Squire Louck was born in Hanover, ].>a., January
12, 1813, and at the age of nine years accompanied
his parents to Baltimore, Md. Six years later he
.returned to his native State, taking up his residence
with an unc1e on a farm. His early ed ucation was
obtainerl at subscription schools, which were held
in the primitive log house with puncheon floor,
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gt·eased paper wind ows, and sla!J benches and desks.
At the age of eighteen years, ~e apprenticed hintself to a shoemaker, with whom he rem 'lined nearly
tht·ee years, after which h-e began the butcher business in York County. rnnning a sl!op and wagon at
Strinetown. He con tinned the business until 1835 ,
when , desil'ing to better his condition in life, he
piled his worldly effects into a wagon, and turned
his footsteps Westward. On May 1, he crossed the
Alleghany River, at Wheeling, Vn., and reaching
Greene County, Ohio, l\fay 17, located in Fairfield.
He engaged in teaming between Ut bana, Spring_field, Dayton, and Cincinnati, continuing in that
occupation until about 1840.
The next enterprise of Squire Louck was to start
a boot and shoe store at Fairfield, wlli0h was then
a stirring place, and he continued the sale and manufacture for four years, when he sold and removed
to Indiana with his team. Settling near Rensselaer,
Jasper County, he bought a small farm, but taking
sick and not liking farm life, lie returned here the.
same fall. Again <:ngaging in the boot and shoe
business, he continued in it until 1858, when be began farming in Bath Township. In 1854 he was
elected County Treasurer on the Democratic ticket,
and leaving his farm , be resided in Xenia two years,
fulfilling the duties of his office. He then located
in Fairfield, wbere he bas been engaged in various
lines of business.
In 1872, the firm of Louck & Bryan was organize<! for the sale of groceries, the connection continuing four years, wh en our subject sold out. The
next year he built a store, and again embarked in
the business, which two years later he sold to Mr.
Evans, from which time his prineipal occupation
bas lleen that of an auctioneer. Having a natural
ability for that rjursuit, he had engaged in it in
1840, and has done seven-tenthe of the auction business within a radius of ten miles.
Besides the office before mentioned, i\Ir. Louck
has served in other capacities as a public servant.
In 1868, he became Township Clerk, and has held
, the ofllce continually since that time. In 1885 lie
' became Justice of the Peace. He has also been a
member of the Common Col) neil, and in hisyonnger
days served as Constable twelve years: He had
some trying experiences while connected in the

I
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constahlery, but fortunately escaped being shot at
in any of them. At the time of the cl ifferences between Michigan and Ohio in regard to the northern boundary line of this State, he was Captain of
a company of the State Militia. They were called
to Xenia, but as the trouble blew over, they soon
returned to their homes without having engaged in
any contest. Squire Louck is a Democrat, whose
first Presidential ballot was cast for Martin Yan
Buren, and who has stanchly adhered to the party
from that time. He has been on the Central Col)lmittee, and his personal influence is always given
to the party in which be believes. He belongs to
the Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, at Osborn~
aml is Past Master of the Royal Arch Masons of
Dayton. His wife belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church.
A remarkable e_v ent took place seven years ago,
it being the celebration of the fiftieth wedding aniversary of Mr. and 1\Irs. Louck, who we.re married
in York County, Pa., February 20, 1833. Mrs.
Louck bore the maiden name of Elizabeth Bourke,
is a daughter of Thomas Bourke, who was a Pennsy lvania farmer, and was bom in York County, in
1807. Throughout the long years of her wedded
life, she has been a devoted ·wife and mother, and
has manifested at home and abroad the Christian
graces which befit " believer in, and professor of
Christianity. Five daughters and one son have
come to ble~s her union with our subject: Lucy A.
is the wife of A. S. Barton, a plasterer in Springfield; Catherine married A. Barr, who keeps a
meat market in Wayne Township, Montgomery
County; Mary A. is the wife of J. W. Harrison, a
farmer in Hall County, Neb.; Margaret is the wife
of William Harrison, a carriage trimmer of Springfield; Laurn married Z. T . Hebble, carpenter in
Fairfield; John still remains with his parents.
The subject of this sketch is a grandson of
George Louck, who was a native of the Province
of Alsao.e, Germany, and a farmer by occupation.
He came to America prior to the Revolutionary
War, throughout which struggle he fought for
American independence, holding the rank of captain. In common with his comrades, he endured
many hardships. often- sleeping on brush piles to
)l:eep out of the water, and suffering for both food
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and clothing at times. He was un early settler in
York County, Pa., where he oecurcd Government
land, improved a farm, acquired a competence, and
lived to be some four-score and ten years old. He
belonged to the Lutheran Church.
George Louck, Jr.; who was born in York County,
Pa., followed in his fattier's footsteps as a patriotic
citizen, and took part in the War of 1812. He was
a butcher, arid for a number of years ran a market
in Hanover, in his native county. He subsequently
removed to Baltimore, Md., which he made his
home during the remainder of his life, dying there
in 1826, at the age of fifty-eight years, hi~ decease
being occasioned by yellow fever. His wife, in
her girlhood l\Iiss Catherine Huffman, was also a
native of York County, Pa., and of German extraction . Her father, George Huffman, a well-to-do
farmer of the same county, took part in both t.he
first and second contests for American release from
British tyranny. After the death of her husband,
Mrs. George Louck returned to Pennsylvania,
whence she was brought to Ohio in 1856, by onr
subject, her only child who grew up. She afterward lived in Champaign County, where she died
in 1858. She was a consistent member of the Lutheran Clmrch, and to her teaching and example our
subject owes much of his fine principlei and upright life.

AMUEL E. HODGE. Although now deceased for the l9ng period of thirty-eight
years, the grea1l excellence of character
which distinguished Mr. Hodge bas caused
him to still be remembered with thoughtJ of - kindness hy his neighbors, and with affection by 1his
immediate family. He was one of the earliest pioneers of Clark County, coming hither when the
country was practically a wilderness, and bore with
his fellow-settlers the heat and burden of the day
in bringing a portion of the soil to a state of cultivation, and building up a home upon what was then
practically a frontier. His energy aqd industr'y
were proverbial, and he was prospered in his labors
as a tiller of the soil, leaving to his family a com-
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fortable property. He was born near Mt. Sterling,
Ky., December I I I 796, and departeil this life D ecP.mber 7, 1852, nt the age of fifty-six years.
Jl1r. Hodge came of respect.'\ble parentage, being
t he son of Anilrew and Isabel ( llinteer) Ho<lge, who
were natives respectively of Virginia aud Kentuolty. Andrew Hoilg~ when a yo ung mnn ran
away fi'Om home and went to Kentucl<y, where llis
brother Ifawilton hnd a lrend y located, and thet·o
happily he found llis fate in the person of l\liss
1\'11\teer, to whom he was in due time mal'l'iecl. In
1806, leaving Kentucky they came to Ohio, and scle'c ting n tract of land in Pleasant Township, Clnrk
County, Mr. Hodge there witll his wife took up
his abode, aud his family ~till continue their t·esidenoe there. He entered t hree hundred anrl twenty
acres of land, occupying a pm't of section 25, in the
southwest pat·t of the towns)lip, and made an arrangement with parties to put up a cabin, then
went back to Kentucky. In the meant ime the Jndinns had been troublesome, and when Mr. Hoclgo
returned in December following with his family,
he found no roof to sbelter them, ancl they lived in
a tent until he could build a house.
Mr. Hodge ned set about the improv ement of
his property, olet\ring the lmt<l an<l bt·ingiug the
soil to a state of cultivation. He followed farming all bis life with the exception of the time he
served in the army during the Vvnrof 1812. There
were born to him and his excellent partner six
children, whom they named respectively: "Williams,
John, Samuel, James, Sat·ah M., now the wife of
William Baird; and Jane M., Mrs. Jerry Yea.zell.
Andrew Hodge, the father of Samuel , died in
March , 1857, at the advanced age of eighty.six
years. He was twice married, but by his second
wife, Jane McClintic, of Virginia, no children were
born. Both he and his wives wet·e Presbyterians
in religion. Mr. Hodge wns a stanch Democrat, politically, a good man in his family, and a kind and
hospitable neighbor. He was greatly attached to
his childt·en, and gave each of them a farm. Samuel E ., the subject of this notice, obtained such
education as was afforded by the pioneer schools,
and lived unmarried until approaching the fortieth
year ot his age. He was then wedded, November
4, 1836, to Miss SeQina Spencer. Mrs. Hodge was
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born March 4, 1815, two miles east of Harmony
Village, Clnrk County, and is n daughter of Matthew nnd Abigail (Rice) Spencer, who were born,
reared nnd married in Otsego Count·y , N.Y.
The Spencer family removed to Clal'l< County,
this State, in 1811, and the father took up a tract
of land in Hnrmony Township, where with his good
wife he eJHlureil all the hardships an<! privations of
pioneer life, and where they both spent the remainder of their clays, lmving in the meantime built up
a comfortable homestead. Mr. Spencer only lived
about thirteen years after the removal to Clark
County, his death taking place in 1824. The year
following his removal here he enlisted and served
as a soldier in the War of 1812. Mrs. Spencer survived her husband for the long period of forty-six
years, bet' death tnking place in May, 1874, when
she was nonl'ly eighty year8 old. Seven children
had been born to tbcm, the eldest of whom, a son,
Hamilton, died in Cbampaign County,lll. The others were named re.>pcot.ively-Sebiua, Julia Ann,
Angeline, Maria, Fanny and Matthew. With the
exception of 1\Irs. Hodge they all removed to
Champaign County, Ill .. where the survivors are
still living.
The su bjeot of this notice was a man greatly respected in his community, and as the township advanced in prosperity and importance he was called
to fill various offices of trust and responsibility. To
him and his good wife there was born a family of
eight chi\drrn, all of whom lived to mature years.
1\fary Jane died unmarried; J ames H. is a resident
of Harmony Township; Angeline is the wife of
John A. Yeaze\1; A~drew ftlld Matthew are at
home; Isabel is the wife o f James Ingle, of Moorefielil Townsbip; Abigail died when twenty-seven
years old; Sarah E. is at home. Mr. Hodge was
for many yea rs a consistent member of the Presbyterian Church, to which he was a liberal. contributor, and be was uniformly the supporter of every
enterprise calculated to promote the welfare of his
commun ity. At his ileath he left one hundred and
ninety acres of h\nd, and Mrs. Hodge is now the
owner of an equal amount elsP.where. She bas r e..
mained at the homestead with her unmarried children since the death of her husband, and they have
carried on the improvement of the farm, putting
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up a 'in<: residence and other buildings, and managed it in that wise and capable manner which hns
made of it one of the most valuable estates in
Clark County. Tl!ey are people of more than ordinary intelligence, anrl hold a high position socially.

'
J

OSEPH ANDERSON.

In the death of the

! above-name<! gentleman Greene County lost

1\ a high-minded and public-spirited citizen,
_} while from the bereaved family circle a
loving husband and father was removed, leaving a
vo1d in their lives that not even his honored
memory can fill. He was a native of this county,
having been born on the farm now occupied by
James R Ande1son, December 10, 1815. Ile was
reared on the homestead, receiving a commonschool education, and having instilled into his
mind the firm principles which characterized him
througll life.
On May 9, 1839, Mr. Anderson was united in
uuuriage with l\lbs i\lntildtL Stanfield, and located
on three humlt·ed acres of land in Spring Valley
Townohip, which forms the farm now occupied by
his widow and family . He began his career in life
wituout other capital than his natural abilities an<l
the knowledge and uabits acquired in youth, but
his energy and industry led to his success in his
chosen calling. He accumulated hmd until his
possessions in Greene County amounted to three
hunched and seventy acres, and he also owned a
farm of eighty-two acres in . Delaware County, Ind.
In politics he was a stanch Republican, and in
religion a member of the Reformed Church, in
which he was an Elder about forty years. He was
still holding that oflice when called home, September 19, 1889.
The widow of our subject was a daughter of
John and Ruth (l\lcndenhall) Stanfield, both of
whom were horn in Spring Valley Township,
Greene County. She wns born on the hanks of
Cresar's Creek, four and one-half miles south of
Xenia, July ~6, 1821, being the second in a family of eight chil<lren. Her eldest sister, Charity,
who i~ now deceased, was the wife of .John Ander- ,

son; Minerva, the next younger than herself, is
the wife of William Crumley; the fourth member
of tue family circle is Margaret; the next is Mary
J., the wife of Thomas Anderson; the sixth member of the band is William; two children died in
infancy. The grandparents of Mrs. Anderson
were William and Charity Stanfield, who settled
on Cresar's Creek about 1800, having come from
Guilford Cou.nty, N. C. They had two sons and
four daughters, all of whom reared families. The
faith of the Stanficlds wns that of the Society of
Friencls.
The widow of our subject is a noble-hearted
woman who ha·s carefully rem·ed her children and
endeavored in every department of life to faithfully discharge the duties before her. She belongs
to the Reformed Church, and like her deceased
husband has ever been regarded with respect by
those among whom lJcr iot in life is cast. She is
the motber of twel vc cbildren, ten of whom survived their father's death-John S., the fi1·st-horn,
died at the age of three years; James, whose borne
is in Indiana, belonged to the One hundred and
Sixtieth Ohio Infantry , and was wounded while
serving uis country during the late war; A. C. was
also a soldier, having been in the one hundred day
service; Felix is living in Inrliana; following on
the family roll are: Milo, whose sketch appears
elsewiiCrc in this volume; l\Iargaret A ., Lewis and
David (twins) , Joseph F ., Mary J. and Ruth C.
The last named is the wife of George M. Hegler;
David married Emma Crets, who died leaving one
child , named Bertha.

l AMES

J

A .McDO~ALD.

This young gentle-

llj man occupies part of the old McDonald

=I!

homestead in Xenia Township, three and

~ ! one-fourth miles south of the city, upon

which his grandparents settlec! prior to the War of
1812, and upon which both himself and father
we.re born. His cst.ate comJH·ises one hundred and
twenty-two acres of well-improved land upon
which he is pursuing a successful agricultural career, winning a competence f1·om the soil which af.
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fordo(\ maintenance to previous generations of the
nam e. His natal day was August 6, 1856, and he
was reared upon the homestead, recei ving an ex'Jellent English education and being instructed by
his parents in the prin ci ples of right doing and
habits of usefulness.
The wedded life of Mr. McDonald began September 12, 1877, on which day the rites of wedlock were celebrated between him and Miss Amy
E. Ford. The bride was a daughter of James M.
and Mary (Peterson) Ford, of Cresnr's Creek
Township, and possesses those pleasing traits of
character and useful accomplishments which arc
so neerlful to a wife and mother. To her have
born eight cllildren, of whom the following are
now living : Orval, Lenvitt, Ford H., Emma Pearl,
Mamie Edith :llld Jalll es Ray.
Among the earliest pioneers in this county were
I saiah and Edith McDonald, whof"ame from North
Carolina about the year 1802, anct spent the remainder of thdr lives in this count.v. Their son
Leavitt an(\ his wife, in her girlhood Susan Strong,
also came from North Caw\ina, the fam ily whirh
they reared comprising five sons and five daughtt>rs ..
Among the children of Leavi tt and Susan McDonald was John N ., who was horn January 13,
1818, and lived for sixty-five years on the farm now
occupiecl by our subject, afterward spending three
years on an adjoining lot where be died J anuary 8,
1887: His entire landed estate amounted to two
hundred acres which he improved and thoroughly
cultivated, and a ·part of which became the property of the son of whom we write. His widow,
who is still living, bore the maiden name of Elizabeth Saville, and both belo~ged to the Reformed
Presbyterian Church. To them five children were
· born, two of whom-C . W. and James A., were
r~ar<ed to maturity .

DOLPL!US H. SMITH, JR. In point of
energy, enterprise aud determination , the
~ subject of this notice is looked upon as one
of the leading men of Mad River Township.
He is what may be properly termed a" hustler" in

the broadest sense of tile term and is geni al, jovial
and generous, one who is a uui versa! favorite in
both social and business circles. He is mostly interested in agricultural pursuits, an extensive dealer
in live stock and owns a sn ug farm of one hunrlred
and thirty-seven acres on section 6, Mad River
Township. In adMtion to this be operates fourteen
hundred acres of his father's land .
In neting the career of a man who has been
more than ordinarily success ful, the mind i-1aturally
reverts to the origin f1·om which he sprang, The
immediatP. progenitors of the subject of this· si<etch
were Adolphus H. and Sarah (Bates) Smith, the
former of whom was born February 24, 1814, in
New York City. The paternal grandfather, Justin
Smith, also a native of the Empire State, wns born
in Oneida County, where he lived until reaching
manhood . Then going South lie engaged as a
shipper at Charleston, S. C. After sojourning there
for a time, he returned North and became interested
in the wholesale liquor business, making his headquarters in Philadelphia, Pa. Later he took up
his abode in New York City and wns there married
to Miss Mari a B. Lloyd.
Grandmother Smith, likewise a native of New
Yorl< State, was n daughter of Paul B. Lloyd, an
Irish nobleman, who became one of the wea lthiest
clothing merchants and importers in the city of
New York, dealing almost exclusively in fine goods.
After sojourning in the great metropotrs for a time,
Grandfather Smith returned to the vicinity of his
birthplace where he became interested in the manufacture of iron and operated a furnace. Later
he removed to Rochester, N.Y., where he followed
the same business. In ·November, 1838, he resolved
upon another change of location and removed to
Indianapolis, Ind. Thereafter he made his home
with his son, Adolphus H. , and died on Friday,
December 29, 1854.
Broad and liberal in uis views Justin Smith was
a Universalist in his religious belief and maintained
that charity for all mankind which made him a man
wuo had not an enemy in th e world . His death
was not only mourned by his family but by the
entire community. His remains were lnid by those
of his wife wbo bud died in Indi anapolis in 1839 ,
and their daughter, l\lrs. Julin Fisher, in Spring
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Grove Cemetery, near Cincinnati. The pRternal
great-grnmlfather of our subject, Pollicopns Smith
hy name. was a no.tive of " ' ales whence he emigrated to America with l wo brothers and settled in
Oneida County, :X. Y., where be reared a family of
eighteen children.
To Justin Smith and his good wife there was
born a family of seven children, the record of
whom is as follows: P. B. L .• who became a leading merchant in Indianapolis. dierl in ~Iarseilles,
France, in 1868; Adolphus H., the father of our
subject, was next in order of birth; Mary Frances
bceame tuc wife of ~Iajor Y. C. iiaoua, and died
in Detroit, l\Iich.; ~Ir. Hanna was a paymaster in
the army during the late Civil War. Amelia T.
married John H. ll. Nowland, who is the an thor of
scYeml biographical works, anrl they reside in Indiana; Julia became the wife of Elwood Fisher,
one of the most prominent citizens and politicians
of Washington, D. C., who died at Atlanta during
the Civil War. Jllrs. Fisher suuscquently died in
Jeffersonville, Incl., and her remains were conveyed
to Cincinnati ancllaid witli tliose of her fatlier and
mother. Frederick A. was a paymaster in the
army from tile beginning to the close of tile war;
lle is now City Clerk of l'iqua and County Clerk
of Miami County. Justina is the widow of the
late Col. C. W. Stmm, of Piqua, Oliio.
Adolphus H. Smith, Sr., was reared in Rochester,
l\. Y., to which his father removed when he was a
boy aud tllere he enjoyed the advantages of good
schools and attended college for two years. At the
age of nineteen he was employed about the locks
at. Rochester and also conducted n small store. in
oohnectioii therewith. When reaching his majority
be engaged in general merchandising at Rochester
in company with his brother, P. B. L., and did a
successful business.
In Nov.,mber, 1838, the whole Smitli family removed to Indianapolis, Ind., where one brother
attended to the mercantile business while Adolphus
lL engaged in milling and distilling on Sugar
Creek, Johnson County, and was thus occupied
three years. In 1841 he left the business in the
hands of liis brother and going to Cincinnati entered the employ of John Bates, a banker. He not
only attended faithfully to liis duties in the bank

but studied his own interests in anotlier direction
and in the course of eight months, won the affecLion of his employer's daughter, Sarali E., to wbom
be W9S married September 15, 1842.
Mrs. Sarah E. (Bates) Smith was born in Rochester, N. Y.,and r~ceived a thorough education, completing her studies in tile schools of Cincinnati.
She was a shrewd, sharp business woman and became the close adviser and counselor of her husband-a trne hei1Jmate wbo aided him gre9tly in
the building up of his fortunes. After remaioi11g
his companion for a period of nearly thirty-one
years, til is excellent lady died at her home in Cin cinuati June 22, 1873. She was not only greatly
mourned by her own family but beloved hy the
entire community. In religions belief she was a
de1·out Episcopalian.
Grandfatller Bates was a native of England and
after emigrating to Americn became one of the
most prominent business men of Cincinnati. Enterprising and public-spirited, he was concerned in
many of the important enterprises of the young
and growing city-built and owned the National
Tlleatre there and also owned theatres at Louisville,
Ky., and St. Louis, lllo. He prosecuted an extensive banking business and also operated as n wholesale liquor merchant.
In 1842 the father of our subject began operating as a broker in Cincinnati, but in the fall of
1843 he removed to Piqua, Ohio, and engaged in
mercantile business. He also hecame a contractor,
furnishing supplies for the completion of the Erie
Canal tQ Tolello. The following winter he engaged extensively in, pork packing. In the spring
of 1844, however, he sold out and removing to
Indianapolis, Ind., resumed charge of his old business and also carrierl on farming abont two year~.
At tile expiration of this time he returned to Cincinnati and renting the White lllills from John
Bates, carried on milling and distilling extensively
until1855. Then having accumulated considerable
capital he began operating as a banker in partnership with Henry 0. Gilbert. They also transacted
an extensive business in real estate. ·
In 1861 Mr. Smith sold out his interests to his
partner and began furnishing supplies for the army.
During the Civil War he contracted thu~ to the
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amount of over U2,000,QOO and never had a black
mark against him. He enjoyed the fullest confidencc of tht Government officials and was entrusted
at vari ~us times with hu·ge sums of monP-y. In
1865 he purchased twelve hundred ancl eight acres
of land, constituting two improved farms which
proved a safe and sure investment fo•· his capitnl.
He continued a resilient of Cincinnati nncl operated
in r~al estate until 1875 . Then retiring from active business he settled rlown upon his farm wher·e
be bas since lived in comfort and quiet, looking
after his property and addiug1 improvements as it
seems necessary. He purchased nrlditional land
and is now tlle owner of seventeen hundred nntl
eigbt acres along the Mad River and which constitutcs eight improved farms, operated principally by
tenants. He also owns considerable real estute in
Cincinnati and Newport, Ky.
Aftm· the tleath of his first wife the father of
our subject marl'icrl Jllrs. Sarah Morse, widow of
Judge Morse, of Cincinnati, and daughter of John
Cheevers, one of the early settlers and prominent
men of Piqua. This lady ras born September 15,
11\21, in Cincinnati and they became the parents of
five cHildren, the eldest ot whom, n daughter,
Ameli~, beenme the wife of Dr. Grnhnm A. Wells,
a prominent dentist of Indianapolis, Ind.; Maria L.
marri~d Gen. Andr~w Hickaloper, who is now
president of the Cincinnati Gas Company; Sarilh
is the wife of John Harbine, of Xenia; Mr. Harbine is engaged in the oil business. Adolpbli( H.,
Jr., our subject, was next to the youngest; William
II. is a merchant of Donaldsville.
The subject of this notice .was born October 1,
1850 in Cincinnati, Ohio, and lived there until
about ftfteen years old. After his father purchased
land In Clark County, Adolphus H. speut bis summer$ in the comitrY. and his winters in his native
city. When of suitable years h~ at~niled Robins'
Military Academy at Springfield for two years, and
Inter he was a student of Notte Dame, at South
Bend, Ind., for two years. Sixteen days 11fter
r~aching his majority he was married in Mad River
Township October 17,1871, to MiRSSarah J., daQgh·
ter of Reuben 11nd Elizabeth (Baker) Shellsbarger.
The father of Mrs. Smith was born in 1\olad River
Township, and becaroo one of the foremost citizens

of that vicinity, scFving ns a School Dirc~·tor for
a long period and as Township Trustee for twenty
years. He was also prominent in the Christian
Church. He dierl in 1889. His wife had preceded
lum to the silent Janel in 18'/5.
After his marriage 1\lr. Smith located on n f~trm
two and one-half miles west of Enon where be operated one hundrerl and six ty acres as a renter. He
began at the foot of the larlrlcr nnd wns obliged to
practice the most rigid er:onomy, but he wns prospered in his labors anri in 1877 secured the land
which he now owns, locating thereon nnd also assuming charge of the large amount. heretofore
spoken of and belonging to hi~ · father. He hns effected many improvements on his farm since taking
possession and bas now a fine t·esidence, good -barns
and other buildings and all modern convcniettces.
lie makes n specialty of live stock, mising nml
feerling cattle and swine in large nnmbcrs, shir•ping three hundre<l cattle n ycat· and nearly as
many swine. He has also ·marle quite a reputation
as a breeder of draft horses.
The farm belonging to Mt·. Smith is considered
one of the most vn.Junhle in the Buckeye State and
it forms n most pleasant home for himself mid his
family. The seven children born .to himself and
his estimable wife arc as follows: Amelia H. hecame the wife of E. L. Baylor and they reside in
Springfield; .1\fnria L. ·a t an early age exhibited
much talent as nn artist and is now perfecting herself in this accomplishment nnrier the instrliotion
of Mrs. Dunlap, of Springfield. She studied art
at Earlham, I.nd., and makes a specialty of crayon
portraits'. Mary K., Jt1s11in Bates, RiJia J., G rLrude E. and Helen V. nra at home with tho.ir
parents.
Mr. Smith for the past ttn years has served as
Township Trustee and he is also d Justice of tne
Peace. He is a member of the School Board of
his district and sociaiiy belongs to Osborn TA>dge,
Free and Accepted }fasons. Among the Mnsons
of West Carlisle he bas attained to the Royal Arch
degree. He has been for a nuruber of years a
member of the Independent Order of Odd FeiJows
at F11irfield and i~ now attempting to organize a
lodge at ·Enon. He belongs to the Knights of
Pythias in New Carlisle, In August, 1889, be or-
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gunizerk 1 lodge at l\Iad River of which he is Post
Ch:mcellor, Politically, like his honored father, he
· is a struight Democrat and has served at various
1\:!rs.
times on the County Central Committee
Smith is a tonsistent member of the Christian
Church.
A lithographic portrait of l\Ir. Smith appears
dsewhere in this volume.

J

.OIIN HOUGH, a retired farmer, formerly a
resident of Silver Creek Township, removed
in 1882, to .Jamestown, where he has a pleasant home on Washington Street, and is surrounded by all the comforts of life. He built his
present residenee since the removal, and vesicles
this is the owner of seventy-five acres of nhoice
farming land, which is the som<.;e of a handsome
income annually.
The subject of this notice, a native of Gretne
County, was born in Si lver Creek Township, April
22, 1822, .-and pursued his early studies in the log
-schoolhouse during the pioneer days, while at the
same time he was taught to make himself useful
about his fath e•·'s homestead. He remain<d under
the parental roof until reaching his majority, but
after !tis marriage went to Fayette County. There
he engaged in the merc:mtile business, and also
huilt a steam sawmill near !\fain Point, which he
;and his partner, 1\'Ir. Clemens, operated together for
'five years. He then took in a new. partner, 1\'Ir.
>;I.teelcy, and under tl.te name of Hough & Sheeley,
they operated for another five years, when they
sold out, and 1\lr. Hough returner! to Si!Hr Creek
Township.
Next, in company witl.t his hrother-in-lnw, Mr.
Hough began operating the old Mercer farm, upon
which be lived until the removal to Jamestown.
lie was married April 15, 1853, to l\Iiss Eveline
~lerce r. This lady was a native of Ross Township,
Greene County , and was horn August 15, 1830.
Her parents were John and Rebecca (Dalby) Mercer, natives of Penn sylvania and Yirginia, respectively. and who wPre reared and married in Freclcrick County, the latter State. After the birth of

seven children, they , in 1826, removed to Ohio
with their family, making tile joumey overland with
teams. After living two years in the vicinity of
Jamestown , they settled on a new farm in Ross
Township, and there the fath€1' died , June 28, 1880,
when nearly ninety-one yem·s old, having been
born September 14, 1789. Mrs. 1\:Iercer was born
October 27, 1795, and died at the old homestead
in Ross Township, June 7, 1873. Both were active
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in
which 1\lr. 1\lercn for many years officiated as a
Class-Leader, and was in other ways prominent in
church affairs.
l\lrs. Hough was reared and educated in Ross
Township, remaining under the home roof until her
marriage. She was one of fifteen child ren, eight of
whom are living. She received careful home trnining and a fair education in the corn mon school, and
developed into an intelligent and attractive womanhooil. To 1\ir. and !\'Irs. Hough were born no children. They are regular attendants of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in Jamestown, of which
Mrs. Hough bas been a member for many years.
In fortner years Mr. Hough afl:iliated with the Republican party, but he is now a lively Prohibitionist, totally opposed to the manufacture and sale of
intoxicating drinks. He has never sought office,
but keeps himself well posted upon current events,
and endeavors to give his support to the enterprises
best calculated for the welfare and advancement of
his fellowmen.

WEN BROCK is pre.eminently a self-made
man, having accumulated a ve1·y comfortable
fortune entirely by his own efforts, the only
financial assistance he had from his fatber having
been one horse. He owns and occupies a fine farm
of ninety-three acres in Cedarville Township, to
which he removed in 1887, and whicL is now one
of the best improved estates in the county, having .
upon it a fine and commodious brick residence and
excellent !Jams to which he has added. since he became the possessor. He also owns a tract of valuable land, of one hundred and twenty-three acres,
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near Xenia. He was born in Ross Township, De·
later removi ng to Ross Townsh1p, Greene County,
cember· 7, 1846, being the eldest child of his parwhere he became the own e1· of a large lnn<le<l estate,
ents, nnd was reared on his father 's farm, receiving
having at one time as higli as fifteen hundred acres,
a good common-school education. He was rnnrrieil
more than nine hundred and fifty-five being in
when thirty-three years of age, and having been
Ross Town ship, this county. There his son, William
working for himself for a number of years, during
llrock, was born, January 8, 18 17, on Lire line of
which time he bar\ made considerable money, he
Ma<lison and G1·eene Counties, and after his mat·
was able to b~gin his wedded life as the owner of
riage to Miss Sydney Hicly , of Fayette County,
two hundred ani! seventy-eight nc1·es of land which
settled on the place where he now lives, about three
miles from that of his son; our subject. The lan'<l··
he purchased from 11 is father .
The marriage of Mr. Brock was celebratecl in
was received by him from his fntller, and was
Hi~9, his bi·ide being Miss Margaret A ., d!lnghter
opened up ancl developed under his supervision
of John and Sarah Gnno, of Cedarville Township and personal efforts. Theil· family, in which no
and formerly of Virginia. The newly wedded coudeath has ever occurred, inclu<les three chilrlren ·
ple ·at once began housel<beping on the tmct of land
besides our subject. M. Louisa, the second chili!
and· eldest daughter; became the wife of L. s: Carwhich the husband had purchased and which be
brought from a state of nature into a Hne condition
per, of Grape Grove, and the moth~r of' four chilof productiveness and improvement, placing it all
dren; the family is now living with her father.
Joseph H. , the second son and third child, is ·a
under the plow. He finally trndeil the estate for
farmer at Jeffersonvj]le, Fayette County, is married
the land he now owns near Xenia, and in March,
and bas six children; Francis W . is now in Cali ..
1887, bvught his present home place, to which be
fornia. Th e lll'Ock family belonged to the Methremoved the following fall. In his efforts to secure
a competence and to impl'Ove his home, he h>ts been . odist Chnrch in former genemti·Jns, but William
ably scconiled by his estimable wife, whose thrifty
Brock is not a mem her of any religious organiza- ·.
management of household affairs has added much
tion. His wife belongs the Uni versnlisL Church , of
which our subject is also a member.
to the comfOTt of his home. Four interesting children cluster about the fi1·esidc, named respectively,
Wilbur, Homer, Clarence G ., and Edith , the baby.
The oldest is manifesting his active intelligence in
school work, while the younger boys are gleaning
ILLIAM POTTLE bears the distinction of
mnch information from their parents and home
being the oldest resident of Enon, Clark
surroundings and will ere long be following their
County, and is nearly seventy-one ycnrs
brother's footsteps in the school room. ·
old, having been born August 10, 1819. !lis ' naMr . llrock was reared as a Democrat and voted
tive place was New Carlisle, and his father was
that ticket until 1881, when he threw his influence
James Pottle, a native of Stockbriilge, Engl:\nd ,
into the Prohibition party, for which be now works
who sailed on a British man-of-war in the English
and votes. He lias been nominated on that ticket
navy for twelve years, going nil over the glob<!.
for . Sheriff of the county, thus offering himself as n
Finally tnuching nt Maldon, Cnnnt!a, James Pottle
sacrifice for the good of the party. The energy
and one of his comrad es bethongbt themselves
which he has manifested in his personal career an<l
of the opportunity for mnkin g theit· escape from the
his 'stutdy qualities of character have been considcruelty of thl English ollicers, and finally put their .
ered in his· choice as a candidate, and are duly recplan into execution. crossing the river on the ice
ognized by all those with whom he nssociates or
in the night. In the morning there was no ice in
with whom he comes in contact.
the river and so their taskmasters coulil not purstle
Francis Brock, the grandfather of our subject,
came from North Carolina to Ohio in 1808, settling
them.
The above-mentioned events occu·r red' about
on the line between Greene and Madison Counties,
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The fugitives slept neither day or night
putting many miles between them and their
persecutors, and then halting at Urbana, this State,
tho father of our sqhject started a barber-shop.
Later he abandoned this and removed to Dayton,
where be was variously employed entil the spring
of 1819. He then took up his residence in New
Carlisle, where he lived un.til 1850. Afterward he
.rnade oue m9re removal, this time to Enon,
whe,re he reside~ until his death, March 22, 1852,
when he ovas sixty-nine years old.
The mother of our subject bore tile maid~n
name of Catherine Oiler. She was ,t native of Ge.r many and emigrated with her father, Daniel Oiler,
to America when n girl of eleven years. The family settled in Maryland, whence they removed Inter
to Dayton, this State, where the father died in
't 87fl. The mother subsequ~ntly made her home
with ber son in Xenia, where she died, at the advance<! age of eighty-three years, in the faith of
the Christian Church. Four sons were born to
tho parents, the eldest of whom, John, died in
Cincinnati; 'Villi am, our subject, was the seconel
horn; David tlied at Dayton, in 1878; Georgr W .
enlisted in the Union Army, in 1863, and served
until obliged to receive bis discbarge on account
of elisniliJity. He is now in the Soldier's Home at
Dayton.
T!;le subject of this notice remaineel a resielent
of his native town of New Carlisle until a youth
of eighteen years. In tbe meantime, when a boy
of eleven, he began "paeldling his own canoe,"
• working for the neighboring farmers, Rl)d later be
was for three years employe<} in the tanyard of
~hellabnrgcr Bros., at $5 per month, where he did a
~1an's work. '\Vben eighteen years old be commenced an apprenticeship under Thomas Barton, a
blalksmith, with whom be served t)lrce years, ;:mel
for two years afterward work ed ns a joumeyman.
In 1839, Mr. Pottle came to Enon, and was in
the employ of others as a journfy man blacksmith
until 1849, He then started a shop of his own.
During the late war he prosecuted his business in
partnership with John ·Feeser, until May 2, 1864.
That day they closed the shop and enlisted as
Union soldiers in Comp~ny F , One Hundrerl and
Fifty-third Obio Infantry. Mr. Pottle W&ll musunti~

tered into service at Camp Denison, vyhence be
accompanied his regiment to Virginia nnd pa~ici
pated in the battles of Oldtown nnd Green Springs.
At the latter place, October 2, 1864, he "{as captured by Johnston's men, but was soon paroled and
afterwarel r~mained in camp at Cumberland until
the 21st of the month. Then returning to Camp
penison, he was mustered out on the 9th of September following.
Resuming now the business which bad been
thus interrupted, Mr. Pottle bui\t a blacksmith
shop in Enon, in which he still labors to a certain
extent, although his son attends ).0 most of the
business.
Mr. Pottle retains possession of the
anvil on which the first steel plow in America wns
iuaele, at Brandt, Miami County, this State. It
was manufacture<! in England for old Be~jamin
King, and cost him :'.;50 in New York City. }lr.
King subsequently bad it in his blacksmith shop
at Enon, and at his srtle, wbich occurred later, Mr.
Pottle purchased it for $30. It is a t•elic which he
naturally values very highly. Besieles his shop,
Mr. Pottle owns his residence and a number of
town lots. He bas been an honest, hard-working
man and enjoys the respect of his neighbors.
Mr. Pottle w!\s marrieel in New 'Carlisle, December 15th, 1845, to Miss HatTie~ Bmndenburg, a
native of Freelerick County, Mel. There were
born to them five childrjln, of whom the eldest,
l\Iary E., is the wife of August Brookey, a cooper
of Day~on; Fmmy is the wife of Aaron Dunkel, a
butcher, and they reside in Covington; Susan anrl
William E. are at home with their parents.
1
lsa&c N. W. Pottle, the partner of his father,
was born in Enon, 1\>hy 19, 1855, and at an early
age gave evidence of having inherited the faculty
of handling blacksmith's tools, anel took naturally
to the shop. He conducteel the business while his
father went to the Centennial Exhibition, in 1876,
nnd has had the principal management of the bu~
iness since then. In 1885 he began setting up
binders, and is now employed by the Whitley
Comp!lny, of Springfield, as a traveling salesman
three or four months in the year. He was man·ied
in 1883 to l\Iiss Jennie Ford, a native of Marl
River. and they have one child, Arla 1\f. Isa!lc N.
has been Constable for seven years and City Mar-
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shaH four years.. He is also Captain of the Sons
of Veterans, Camp No. 189.
Mr. Pottle, for tile long period of thirty years,
has been a member of the City Council of Enon.
l-Ie belongs to James B. Cross Po~t . No. 367,
G. A. R., at En;on, and politically, votes the
Democratic ticket.
Mrs. Pottle is a member, in
good standing, of tile Christian Church.

HOMAS C. ACKERSON. The business interests of Springfield, find n worthy .representative in the subject of this notice, wllo
is a dealer in •late rooting material, understanding
it in all its details, and is senior member of the
well-known fiem ofT. C. & E . H. Aclwrson. He
is located many !rogues from the place of his birth
in Monmouth County, N. J ., where he fit·st opened
his eyes to the light June 5, 1829. He is the offspring of a good family, b~ing the son of John and
Eliza (Haywaril) Ackerson, also natives of that
State.
The Ackersop family is of German descent, and
tile paternal grandfather of our subj_ect was '!'llamas
Ackerson, a native of the Fatherland , who ~mi
grated to Amel"ica in time to have a hand in the
Revolutionary War. On the maternal si<le of the
house he is of English extraction, his grandfather,
Abraham Hayward, having emigrated directly from
England. His father, John A ckerson, was :lStoneruason, brick-layer and plasterer by trade, and eruigmted to Ohio about 1847, at th&t time changing
his occupation, and locating on a farm in Springfield Township. He only ·Jived six years thereafter,
his death taking place in 1853.
The mother of 'our subject survived her husband
a number of years. The household circle includec\
live sons and three daughters, nnd only three of
the family are living. Thomas was the fourth chil<l
find remained with his parents until a boy of eleven
:Years, going then to live with his uncle, Dr. J. S.
English, of his native county. He attended school
:,tnd assisted the Doctor on the farm until a youth
of sevepteen years. He was then, apprenticed to
one Amos Helvean, to learn tbe trade of a black-
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smith, and this accompli5hed, came to Ohio, and
locating in Harmony, Clark Township, set up o.
sbop and did business on his own account for
seven ye/lt's. Then removing to Springfield, he entered into partnership with James Neily, and they
conducted a successful blacksmithing business until
the outbreak of the Civil War. Mr. Ackerson then
enlisted as a Union soldier in an independent company of light artillery which was a~signcd to t.he
Sixteenth Ohio Regiment, which he accompanietl
to St. Louis, Mo. There they joined the command
of Gen. Fremont, and three months later our subject was m'vle wagoumaster of a train. Suhsequently he was appointed Quartermaster of the
Battery, a position which h~ held until being mustered out in 1864-, at Columbus, Ohio.
Returning now to Springfield with his health
much improved , Mr. Ackerson went from there to
his native State, where he carried on farming three
years. At the expiration of this time he returned
to Springfield and .engaged in his present business.
He was married in 1873 to Miss ,Jer)liie, daughter
of Louis C. and Eliza J. Huffman. This lady was
hom in Clark County, this State, February 2-i,
1841, and by her union with our subject has become
the mothct· of two children, Lydn nncl Bessie. l\I ,..
Ackerson is a member of Mitchell Post, No. 45, G.
A . R, and is a stanch supporter of the R epublican
party. His religious views coincide with the doctrines of the Methodist Church .
·----~-----

ii-=

EDWARD HARWOOD, publisher and proprietor of the daily and weekiy Gazette, nt
Springfield, established this papet• in 1872,
and confined himself to the weekly issue until 1878.
l-Ie then began running the daily, which has the
lat•gpst circulation of any paper in the city of
Springfield. It is independent in politics and is
devoted to the local news of Clark County in addition to giving a resume of the important happenings all over tl:e world.
Mr. Harwood was born in the city of Cineinnati
J.\Iay 26 1 1848, and is a son of Francis Lee Fiarwood, who died in Newark, Ohio, in 1863, having
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removed to that. plnee from Cincinnati several years
previously. The mother·, Ml's. Mary (Coffman)
Harwood , is now a resident of Champaign County.
The parental family included six children. T. Edwanl nttendtd &.district school near Newark , and
at the age of thirteen _years entered the office of the
~ ewark . Ad1•ocate, where he served a regular apprenticeship of four years and six months at the
"art preservative, "acquiring a thorough knowledge
of all branches of the business. Subsequently he
tmveled as a journeyman through several States,
sojourning a brief time in the principal cities and
in March, 1865, landC(l in Springfield.
IQ due time Mr. Harwood purchased a small office and established the Weekly Gazette, which he
soon placed upon a sound footing. He has been
uniformly prosperous, having good business capacities, exercising good judgment in the conduct of
his paper. In 1868 he was joined in wedlock with
Miss Anna M. Hartstone, who was born in Lincolnshire, England, and came to America with her parents when a child. The latter were Frederick and
Lettice (Manton) Hartstonc, who were of English
hirth and ancestry. Of this union there have been
born Qine. children, seven sons and two daughters,
namely :. Francis C., who is city editor of his father's
paper; Jessie l\f., nt home, Frederick H ., Lee E.,
Charles A., Ralph C., Kenneth S. and Leonard A.
In poli\ics Mr. Harwood is a pronounced Republican . He is a member ot the. Ohio Associated
Dailies, also of the National Editorial Association,
of which he served as a delegate to the convention
which met at Detroit, Mich., in 1889, and he is a
member· of Ephraim Lodge No. !46, I. 0. 0. F . He
occupies a neat home in the southern part of the
city and enjoys the frienclship and companionship
of its best people.

n. DREES. Prominent among the
leading and mfluential young men of
Greene County, and nn excellent rewesentative of its worth and push in business directions,
is this gentleman, who hos passed all his life in
Xenia, and is consequently well known, not alone in
[f~RANK

business, but also in social ciroles. Having received a fine education, and being giftecl hy nature
with those part.icular characteristics essential to the
most sr.tisfactory results, he has, at the commence
ment of his career, won a reputation for sagacity,
honesty ancl fair dealing with all men.
A native of Xenia, Mr. Drees was born August
17, 1860, and is the son of Tohias and Maria H.
(Hypes) Drees, natives respectively of Germany
and this county. After their marriage they settled
in Xenia, ancl became the parents of six children,
of whom our subject was the fourth in order of
birth. He was reared in Xenia, receiving splendid educational advantages, first completing the
studies in the ordinary public school system, then
entering the Ohio Wesleyan University, located at
Delaware, from which, after a thorough course of
training, he was graduated in the class of 1882.
Having learned the carpenter's trade when a boy,
under the immediate supervision of his father, he for
a time was engaged in the duties of his trade, but
soon after completing his college course, in January,
1883, be formed a partnership with W. H. 1\Ic,
Wh irk, in the Xenia Twine and Corilnge Company.
In the spring of the same year the works were in.
corporate<! , with a ca pital stock of $50,000 . Of
this company our subject has been Secretotry constantly since its organization, and on January 1,
1890, was elected Treasurer of the same. The duties and responsibilities attached to these offices he
has ably discharged , and the present flourishing
condition of the company is largely due to his ef·
forts .
On the 28th of October, 1883, oecurred the ceremony by which Miss Hannah J. Hartwell became
the wife of Frank 'B. Drees. She is a daughter of
J. W. and Virginia (Howell) H artwell, the former
a native of Massachusetts o,nd the latter of the Old
Dominion. They settled in Clark County after
their marriage; the mother is now residing in Xenia,
and the father is deceased. Three children bless
the union of Mr. and Mrs . Drees, namely: Vir- .
ginia, Bertha and Helen. They ar·e bright ancl inc
tet·esting and especial favorites with old and young.
They will in time be given all the opportunities
possible for mental and physical culture. Mr.
Drees and his wife hold membership in the 1\'!etho-
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dist Church, and are faithful in attendance there,
while all beneficent objects are aided by them
willingly and generously. He attends strictly to
his business, and takes very little interest in politics, though he votes the Republican ticket in general elections. He cast his first ballot for Blaine as
President. He is a most prosperous and excellent
business man, and well deserves the success which
has crowned his efforts.

SCAR W. MARSHALL, senior editor of
the Xenia Republican, bas been connected,
with scarcely an intermission, in an editorial
capacity with the newspaper press of Greene County
for nearly twenty-four years. He is a native of this
county, and was born at Xenia, September 27,
1839, his parents being Thornton and Mary (Walker) Marshall. The father was by profession a
physician, but for many years was an honored
official of the conn ty of Greene and· city of Xenia;
having served as Clerk of Court, Probate Judge,
Mayor of Xenia and Justice of the Peace.
Our subject received his primary education at
the Xenia schools; finishing in the Ohio University
at Athens, where he was graduated in 1857. On
completing his studies he returned to Xenia, and
engaged in the drug business until the firing of Ft.
Sumter in April, 1861. Two days after the news
of that event had arrived at Xenia ue enlisted in
Company D, Twelftu Regiment Ohio Infantry,
having responded to a call for ninety-day soldiers.
At the expiration of his term of service he returned to Xenia, but the contEnt continuing, he
again enlisted, in 1863, in the One Hundred and
Fifty-fourth Ohio Infa nh·y. Being a druggist he
served most of the time on detached duty as
Assistant Hospital Steward an<l Medical Clerk.
He was with bis regiment in West Virginia, and at
the battle of New Creek, in which his company
participat.ed.
In 1864, uis term of enlistment having expired,
Mr. Marshall again took up his aboile in Xenia,
where for nearly two years he served as Deputy
Clerk of the Common Pleas and Probate Courts.
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In 1866 he first. became identified with the press of
Greene County, by buying a part interest in the
office and plant of the Xenia Torchlight. In the
fall of 1878 he severed his connection with that
paper, selling his interest in it and engaging in
other pursuits. In 1880 he again entered the newspaper field , forming a partnership with Warren
Anderson in the publication of the Xenia S"nlight;
three months later our subject became sole proprietor by the purchase of Mr. Anderson's interest.
In 1881 John A. Benendje entered into partnership with Mr. Marshall in the newspaper and
job-printing business under the firm name of Marshall & Benendje, when tue name of the .Paper was
changed to the Xenia R epubz.ioon. It is a nine.
column folio, is Republican in politics, and has a
large circulation. The Rep"blican office is well
equipped with everything required fo•· a first-class
newspaper and job-printing establishment, including two cylinder presses, several bed and platen
p.-esses, gas engine, stereotyping outfit, etc.
Mr. Marshall was married April 23, 1884, to
Miss Sarah A. ' Adams, a native of Jamestown,
Greene County, and botu :ue members of the First
Methodist Episcopal Church at Xenia. M1·. 1\Iarsball, socially, is a member of Xenia Lodge, No.
45, F. & A. :\I.
A portrait of Mr. Marshall is presented on
another page of this volume.

e

HARLES l\'L CLARK, a native-born citizen
of Ohio, is distinguished as being one of the
olilest settlers of this county now living in
Springfield, and he is honored for the active part
he has taken in developing its resources and in
furthering it.s material prosperi ty. He has retired
from tbe active duties of life, and is living in an
attractive uomc at No. 359 East High Street. By
energetic and shrewd· business metbods and by honorable dealings he bas acquired a valuable property,
and is numbered among the substantial and wealthy
citizens of this section of the !;tate. He has been
for a long time closely identified with the agricul-
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tural interests of Clark County, engaged in tilling
the soil. He improved a valuable farm, carried on
a large cattle business, and for many years was the
most extensive wool buyer in this part of the country.
He was born in Coshocton County, August 12,
1808. His father, James Clark, was a native of
Virginia, and when a young man learned the cooper's trade , which he canied on during his residence
in his native State. About 1803, he decicled to
emigrate to the ·west, and accompanied by his family started with a team, and made an overland
journey to this State, and became one of the early
settlers of Ohio, locating in Coshocton County,
where he .lived until about 1811. In that year he
again started westward with a team, and came as
far as Clark County. His means were limited, and
as he Ltad not the wherewithal to buy land be rented
a tract in Springfield Township, on which he resided a few years, aud then made another move,
selecting Champaign County as a suitable location.
He bad worked bard and saved some money, which
he tlten invested in a tract of land near Mechanicsburg. There he engaged in agric'hlture, and quieLly
passed the remaining years of his life. The maiden
name of his wife was Martha Davis. She was also
a native of Yirginia, and, like him, passed her declining years on the home farm in Mechanicsbmg.
The son of whom we write was a child of three
years when his parents came to the wilds of Clark
County: yet he remembers well some of the incidents of the journey through tbe dense primeval
forests and over the wild prairies that intervened
between the oltl home and the new. This county
was at that time very thinly settled, and deer, bears,
wolves, and other kinds of wild animals were plentiful. Springfield was but a hamlet, giving no in(] ications of its present size and importan ce, and
as there were no railways or canals, all transportation was done by team, and all travel was either by
foot, horseback or stage. Our subject remained an
inmate of the parental ho>Isehold until after attnininu manhood. His father then gave him a horse,
saddle and bridle, and thus equipped he started out
in life for himself. He soon began dealing in cattle,
buying them in the surrounding country and driving them to Eastern Pennsylvania, a distance of

upwards of five hundred miles, and usually about
six months time would be required in getting a
drove together, driving them to market and disposing of them. On one of his trips he bought a
buggy, which was the first vehicle uf the kind ever
introduced into this section. of Ohio and be recalls
with pride tba~ be had the honor of taking the Hon.
Thaddeus Stevens to ride in it. He made his home
with an older brother until his marriage, and then
purchased a farm in Moorefield Township, where
he carried on agricultural pursuits, and also continued tbe cattle trade, and was for many years an
extensive wool buyer, continuing in that business
until 1889. He resided on his farm untill875,when
be came to this city and purchased his present substantial residence on East High Street, whe~·e he
lives in retirement, having accumulated an ample
fortune.
l\Ir. Clark's home is made pleasant and his life is
cheered by the presence of his amiable wife, to
whom he wa; united in marriage in early manhood .
Her maiden name was Chloe Foley, and she was like
himself, a native of Ohio, born in Moorefield Township, this county, and is also of pioneer antecedents.
Her father, Absalom Foley, was, like the father of
our subjer·t, a Virginian by birth. His father
John Foley was a planter and so far as known,
spent his entire life-in tbe Old Dominion. Her father was reared in his native State, and when a
young man came to Ohio in pioneer times. He
worked for his brother-in-law in this county, and
finally bought with his eamings a tract of timber
land, on which he began fa o·min g on his own account. He built a brick house, wbich was the fiost
ever erecterl in that section of the county, and was
considered a fine residence in those days. He later
purchased another farm near by, and passed the
latter part of his life there. The maiden name of
the wife of Absalom Foley was Susan Bishop, and
she was a daughter of James C. anrl Chloe (Lake)
Bishop. Mr. and l\Irs. Clark have eight children living, namely: Martha J. (Mrs. Jones), Charles E.,
James M., Absalom F., Robert R., Fannie F. (Mrs.
Worley), Sally (Mrs. Lyon), and Alice Belle, single, living at home .
Though not among the ea.rliest settlers of this
county, Mr. Clark was one of its pioneers, having
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settled in Clark County with his 1Jarents in 1811,
and, as we have seen, ably assisted in establishing
it on n firm basis of enduring prosperity, and while
thus doing has accumulated wealth for himself.
His record through a long and busy life has been
such as to command the respect of his fellow-m en,
and all appreciate his personal worth and the fine
qualities of heart and mind that make him a good
citizen and true in all the relations of life. Botl1
he and his estimable wife are members in high
standing of the First Presbyterian Church. Politically, he was an old line Whig and on the formation of the Republican party became a strung adherent of its principles and has remaine<l steadfast
to the Republican party ever since.

OSEl'I-1 CROMWELL. It is universally
conceded that Southern Ohio is settled up
a by a elass of people more than ordinarily
~ 'tl intelligent and enterprising.
This applies
to Greene County espedally, and likewise to Xenia
Township. Among the leading men of the latter
may be mentioned Joseph Cromwell, who bas just
passed his seventy-sixth birthday, and who bas
made for himself an admirable record as a man and
a citizen. For nearly forty years he has been accompanied on his life journey by a most estimable
lady, who still remains the partner of his joys and
and sorrows. Mrs. Cromwell shares with l:er husband the esteem and confidence of the people
among whom they have spent so many years, and
who have learned to value them for their sterling
w6rth of character, their kindness as friends and
neighbors and their hospitality to all who come
within their door.
The subject of this uotice was born in Washington County, Md., in March, 1814, and is the son of
Richard Cromwell, who died there in the prime of
life. The mother, Mrs. Susan (McLaughlin) Cromwell, likewise a native of Washington County, Md .,
came after the death of her husband to this county
in the fall of 1832 , accompanied by her family and
settled on a tract of land in Xenia Townahip south
of the present flourishing city. She re:u·ed her chi!-
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dren and died at the residence of her son-in-law,
James Hawkins, about I !>72. To herself and husband there was born a family of eight children, of
whom Joseph, our subject, was tu e fifth , and four
of whom are living.
Mr. Cromwell lived with his mother in Xenia
Township until approaching manhood and then
went to Montgomery County and commenced learning the miller's trade. Two years later be stnrted
for the W <"St and for five years thereafter followed
his trade in Alton, Ill. We next find him in Pekin,
that State, where he sojourned about four years.
He then went into Peoria County, where he operated a mill about one year. At t.he expiration of
this time he returned to this county and !Jas since
followed his trade wit!Jin its limits, doing business
in Bellbrook and Oldtown and is at present part
proprietor of the Oldtown 111 ills. He has been
prospered, finanCially, and owns a fine residence
northwest of the city limits of Xenia.
·
Mr. Cromwell was manied, in Xenia Township,
January 8, 1861 , to Miss Bathsheba, daughter of
John and Wilmoth (Foreman) Allen, who were
natives, respectively, of Virginia and North Carolina. They came to this county during its pioneer
<lays , where the father for a number of years followed farming and then retired from active labor
an<l took up uis residence in Xenia,where he ancl his
estimable wife spent the remainder of their days.
Their family consisted of seven children, of whom
four are living.
1\irs. Cromwell was the thin! child of her parents
and was born in Xenia Township , March 20 , 1830.
Her childhood and youtb were spent in a comparatively uneventful manner during which period she
learned rrll tile arts of housewifery and acquired
those habits of inrlustry rrnd economy which fully
fitted her to be the partner of a good man's home.
l:iue remained with her parents until her marriage ,
an<! of her union with our subject there have been
hom five children, viz: Oliver; John , w!Jo died
when thirty-two years of age; Charles R., Harry
and Emma B.
l\lr. Cromwell cast his first Presidential vote for
Van llu ren , and since that time has affiliated with
the Democratic party. His estimable wife is a member in good standing of tbe Methodist Cburcb.
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They have a very pleasant and attractive home
which is the frequent resort of the friends which
they have gathered around them during theit· long
residence in Xenia Township, and by whom they
will be kindly remembered long after they have
departed hence.
------~~-·~~~~~•+!-·-------

V

ILLIAM BROWN, a prominent and substantial farmer of Pleasant Township,
Clark County, is numbered among its most
successful men, and one who has contrilmted largely
to the best interests of his community. A native
of Summerford, Madison County, Ohio, he was
born Novembe•· 13, 1829, to James and Mary Ann
(Burnside) Brown, the former of whom was anative of New York !:;tate, and born June 21, 1795,
on what was known as the German Flats, southeast
of the city of Albany.
The father of our subject received but a common-school education, and remained a resident of
his native place until a youth of nineteen years.
He then emigrated to Upper Canada, accompanying
his father's family thither. His fath er was a membe•· of the New York General Assembly, and remained until the Assembly adjourned, while the
son went to Canada to look after tbe family.
Grandfather Brown, however, was not permitted.
to join them, as be sickened and died. A message
was SE>nt to Canada Lnt the mother could not Lelieve the story, and sent her son James. in baste on
horseback to Albany where he learned the melan choly truth, but <lid not arrive in time to see his
father buried. The family lived in Canada only
about three months, then returned to New York
State, this being during the year 1812.
,James Brown at this time being of suitable years
an•l stature to enter the army, was for a time held
hy the British with the intention of pressing him int0
their service. After examination, howev er, he was
released and rejoined his family. The mother had
already . removed to Ohio, and Jam es followed
shortly afterward. They settled two and one-half
miles southwest of Mechanicsburg, and James remained with his mother until his marriage, which

took place Novemher 13, 1823. He then with his
young wife removed to Summerford, Madison
County, where he purchased a farm of two hundred
and eight acres, all of which he improved, building
up a good homestead, where he resided until his
death. This event took place March 13, 1870.
James Rrown possessed more than ordinary industry and perseverance, and as the result of cor' ect habits was blest with remarkably good health
anrt a frame of more than ordinary vigor and en-·
durance. He was a Yalued member of his community, prominent in the lllethodist Episcopal Clmrch,
and a sincere and earnest Christian. During his
early· manhood he was a strong supporter of the
old Whig party. Upon its abandonment be wheeled
into the Republican ranks, and maintained his allegiance to this party until the close of his life. To
him and hiM good wife there were horn the following children, the eldest of whom, a daughter,
Caroline, is the wife of William Sanford. The
others were named respectively: William, David,
Hiram, Eliza, the wife of Harmon Ditz; Delilah,
Mrs. William Wilkinson: Rachel, Mary M., (the
wife of Jacob C. V~nness); aud Melissa, the wife of
Charles N. Lafferty.
The death of James Brown occuned very suddenly as he was sitting in a chair, apparently in his
usual good health. Hi~ career was that of a selfmr.de man, he having started in life at the foot of
the ladder, without other resourc~s than those given
him by a kindly Providence. Solely through his
own efforts he worked himself np to a good position, socially and fin ancially. He was the son of
William and Elizabeth (Brooker) Brown, who were
both natives of New York State, where they were
reared and married. Their family consisted of the
followin g named child•·en: Jonathan, James, Oliver,
Cornelius, Amy, Dyer, Sarah and Elizabeth. They
all accompanied their mother to Ohio, and with
the exception of Dyer, all are deceased. He is
over ninety years old, a nd lives in California. The
Brown family is of Scotch extraction, and have
been noted for the possession of the substantial
qualities peculiar to their nationality.
The motber of our subject was born Deember
14, 1803, in Bedford County, Va., and wns a daughter of William and Elizabeth (Frankinberger)
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Burnside, who were likewise natives of the Old
Dominion. The maternal grandparents of our Sllb·
ject were natives of Virginia, and moved to the
yollng State of Ohio ahollt 1807, settling first in
Cresar's Creek Township, Greene County. Two
years later they removed to the vicinity of Mechanicsburg, where Mr. Burnside died in October,
1823. His· widow subsequently marle her home
witll her eldest son and died at the age of eighty.
six years. Grandfather Burnside was a blacksmith
by trade, at which he worked in the army during the
\Vnr of 1812. His children were named respectively: William, ,Toe!, Mary, Malinda, Lucinda.
Hester, Elizabeth and 1\Iicllael. With the exception
of Hester, all are married . William, Ollr subject,
spent his early ye&rs after the manner of most
farmer's sons, and received a practical education in
the common school. He was a youth of more than
ordinary intelligence, and developed into a teacher,
which profession he followed several terms.
Upon reaching his majority, Mr. nrown started
out in life for himself, choosing farming for his life
vocation. In 1855 he purchased eighty acres of
land upon which he bas since maintained his rcsidenPe. His industry aud good judgment bro ught
him the reward of prosperity, and as his capital accumulated, he invested it in land, anrl is now the
owner of four hundred and forty broad acres, an<l
of quality as choice as any to be found in the Buckeye State.
The year following the purchase of his land Mr.
.Brown was married, October 15, 1856, to Miss Jane
Mitchell, the wedding taking place at the bride's
home in Ma<lison County. Mrs. Brown was born
in Pike fownship, Madison County, this State,
February 19, 1837, to Abijah F. and Margaret
Ann (Standley) MitchelL Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell
were among the earliest settlers of Madison County
and endured all the toil anrl pdvation incident to
life in a new country. Mr. Mitchell opened up a
farm in the wilderness, making for himself and
family a comfortable home. The mother died September 16, 1876, the father makes his home with
our subject.
Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.
Brown, the eldest of whom, a daughter Maude, died
August 1, 1873, at the 'age of eleven years. The

survivors are Walter A., My rtie E. and Nellie R.
In politics Mr. Brown is an uncompromising Democrat-a man of decided views, and one who is not
easily turned from his convictions. Mrs. Brown is
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Cuurch.

llfOS E . DUNCAN, M.D.,whooccupies the
' Chair of Physiology in Antioch College,
ill Yellow Springs, is a plain, unassuming gentleman, possessing great ability in his specialty, and broad culture in other branches of knowledge, as will be seen in reading his life history. He
became connecter! with Antioch College as a Trustee
in 1870, becoming Assist..~nt Treasurer iu 1874. In
the winter of 1886, the Chair of Physiology was
endowed by Dr. C. N. Hoagland, of Brooklyn, N.Y.,
aud the professors hip bestowed upon Dr. Duncan.
The two physicians had been intimately associated
during the Civil War, in the capacity of army surgeons, sharing together many trying scenes. The
friendship begun at that time, has grown wider and
deeper for a period of more than a quarter of a century, not a shadow of doubt or distrust ltaving
mo.rred it. The great want of a more thorough
knowledge of sanitary science was observed by the
friends, and bas proved a topic of consideation by
them on many occasions. When Dr. Hoagland
saw his way to the endowment of a chair which
wouhl to some extent fill the long felt need, nothing
was more natural than that he should wish his
fr·iend, whose ability and interest he so well knew,
to become its incumbent.
Th e Duncan family is of Scotch blood, anrl conne,ted wilh many interesting events in the history
of "Auld Scotia." Samuel Dun can, the grandfather of our subject, was born near Dundee, an<!
upon emigrating to America, made his first settlement in Virginia. ·He after·wnrd removed to South
Carolina, his son Isaac being- born near Charleston
in 1796. His next location was at Jonesboro, Tenn .,
whence in 1803, they came to Ohio, settling temporarily at Oldtown, Greene County, and making
their permanent location, and future borne, in Mi.ami County, nenr Ludlow's Falls, where grand@lj'JW
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father Duncan died in 1833. The religious faith
of the family was that of the Society of Frienrls.
Upon reaching man's estate, Isaac Duncan married Elizabeth Dickson, of Miami County, whose
mother was a cousin of Gen. Anthony Wayne.
Her fatller, Robert Dickson,wllO was horn at sea on
sllip-boarcl,was a Revolutionary soldier, and during
the war receiverl a sabre wound in his left elbow,
which crippler! him' for life. Two of her brothersWilliam and Nicholas-served in the War of 1812,
the latter holding the rank of captain. Mrs. Elizabeth Duncan was born in 1800, near Charleston,
s. c.,ancl breathed her last in 1874, having survived
her husban 1 many years. His death had taken place
in 184 7, being occasione<l by the accidental upsetting of a wagon-load of hay. Tiley were the parents of ten children, five of whom are now living.
The natal clay of our su ujcct was N ovem her 7,
1834, and his birthplace Miami County, in which
his cbildllood and yon til were spent, his elementary
education being obtained in the district schools.
After his father's c'eath he remained upon the farm
with his motiler until his stcElies were sufficiently
advanced to enter Farmers' College, at College Hill,
near Cincinnati. His teachers in tilat institution
were the same to whom President Harrison had
recited the previous year. After an attendance of
a year at Farmers' College, our subject began teaching in 1856, at the same time reading medicine, to
which study his taste led him to determine to devote his talents. He continue<! his labors as a peilagogue until 185(1, proving a successful instructor,
and while teaclling others, fixing the knowledge he
had obtained more firmly in his own mind. In
1859-60, he attcnde<l the Medical College at Cin .
cinnati, in the fall of the latter year beginning to
practice medicine at Bartonia, Ind. Beginning
there empty llandecl, having to borrow money to
bny his first supply of medicine, he progt·essed so
rapidly, that within thirty <lays he bad a living
practice.
After the outbreak of tbe wa~ , he closed his office
October 10, 1861, and was enrolled as a private in
Company B , Seventy-first Ohio Infantry. Within
two months he was appointed Hospital Steward,
anrl also served as an Assistant Surgeon, performing a surgeon's duties in both camp and hospital.

On February 18, 1864, he was promoted to the position of Surgeon to the Ninth Tennessee Cavalry,
with which regiment he remained until after the
close of the war. No more important or dangerous duties belong to army life, than those performed
by the medical fraternity, and nowhere is greater
bravery and self-control needed than in the care of
the wounded.
·
Dr. Duncan was present at twenty-one battles,
including some of the most important conflicts of
the war. He was on the bloody field of Shiloh two
clays, during the first day's eng~gement having
charge of the am hulance train, and being on the
front line, whence he brought off the wounded
Lieut. Col. Kyle, of Troy. At Ft. Donelson he
participated in the second and third engagements,
and he was also present at the battle of Greenville,
E. Tenn.,September 4, 1864,and in Bristol, (Tenn .);
1\Iarion, Mt. Ayr, and Wytheville, (Va.); and at
the capture of the forts of Saltville.
The dearl body of Gen. Morgan was examined by
Dr. Duncan, news of the whereabouts of the General having been brought to the command by a
young hoy who was going to the mill. During
that battle Dr. Duncan was signaled by Mrs. Col.
Frye, ani! told that he was in danger of being shot
hy sharpshooters. He faced the enemy, organized
a little party of one hospital steward, an ambu·
lance rlri ver, and two orderlies, nnrl reaching the
house where the sharpshooters were, captured three
of them, a Lieutenant and two privates. For this
valourous deed, he received great praise from the
fighting Governor, Parson I3rownlow, of Tennessee. After being present at the surrender of Gen.
Joe Johnston, in North Carolina, and the closing
scenes of the war in that part of the country, Dr.
Duncan was with his command, which was employed in scouring the country, collecting war
material, and paroling Confederate troop8 until
September 9, 1865, wllen he wa.s mustered out at
Knoxville, Tenn.
The following letter in relation to the services of
Dr. Duncan during war times, will explain itself:
W ASIIINGTON, D. C., May 24, 1890.
.T. M. HARRIS, P. c.
Yellow Springs, Ohio,
Dear Sir :-In reply to your letter asking me to
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of the wounded and watching over them in the hosgive a sketch of the services of Dr. A. E. Duncan,
pital as devotedly a.~ U was possible for any sura member of Burkhokler Post, No. ll5, Departgeon to do. Our brigarte had n memorable engagement of Ohio, G. A. R., and Assistant Surgeon of
ment on the 4th of Septem her, I R64. At about I 0
the regiment I had the honor to command during
P. M., on September 3 of that year, we broke camp
the greater portion of its service, I have the honor
with tlll\t portion of our brigade whose horses had
to reply:
While encamped at Nashville, several hundred
not been completely broken down by weeks of !lard
marching and hard fighting. We had about eleven
miles from the homef of my Regiment of East Tenhundred men in the saddle, and two small Parrott
nessee Loyal Mountaineers, there was a vacancy in
guns. We left camp in the midst of a furious
tbe office of Assistant Surgeon of my regiment, and
storm, such a storm as is characteristic·of the mounthe Surgeon himself being physically disl}ualified
tain region in which we were serving. It literally
for efficient service becau~e of long imprisonment
rained in torrents, and the night was so dark that we
and brutal treatment by the rebels, there was preswould sometimes only know the deviations we had
sing need of a medical ollicer. Under this state of
made from the path we intende<l pursuing, by the
affairs it happened fortunately for our regiment,
flashes of lightning. The roa<h were so bad, and
that Dr. Duncan was encamped conveniently to us
the d:trkness so intense, that it took us between
and was willing to accept the vacant por,t. He was
se.ven and eight hours to travel eigbteen miles, goordered l>efore the Medical Examining Board at
ing as rapidly as darkness and the condition of the
Nashville, and his examination having been most
roads would permit.
creditable, he was immediately commissioned by
,Just as the ctay began to dawn, after having capMilitary Governor An<lrew .Johnson, as Assis~ant
tured his pickets, most of whom were sleeping in
Surgeon of the Ninth Tennessee Cavalry.
the town of Greenville, Tenn., the home of the late
The zeal, ability and untiring energy with which
President Andrew Johnson, we surprised and atbe devoted himself to his duties, speedily secured
tacked a command of the famous rebel cavalryman
for him the respect of every officer and soldier of
the regiment, including a small number who had ·and raider, John H. Moq~·an, with his men numbering about twenty-two hundreil, or double our
rather objected to the appointment of an unknown
own force, with six pieces of artillery. We killed
Ohio stranger instead of a.n old acquaintance arod
neighbo1· of their own section. In a very short ·Morgan, and captured two pieces of !lis artillery,
time after joining our regiment, Di·. Duncan beand killeil and wounded from seventy-five to one
hundred of his men, with a loss of only three killed,
came Acting Surgeon, an<l from that time during
nearly the whole of the war, he performed the double
and about fifteen wounrled on our side. Morgan's
duty of Assistant Surgeon and Regimental Surgeon.
command was so thoroughly routed, that it never
In the numerous raids mane by our regiment, he
paused in its flight until it had run twenty-five
was always Acting Surgeon, and 80metimes tile
miles, an<l it was so thoroughly demoralized, that
only medical officer with tile regiment. I never
it was utterly worthless during the remainder of
knew a medical officer to perform so much ha1·d
tile war.
work as lle did . Indeed few men in any branch of
In this engagement our Assistant and Acting
the service would have done the work of others as
Regimental Surgeon, Dr. Duncan, became so ~n
well as his own, and done it uncomplainingly. His
thused and went so far to the front, that he capwork was done so cheerfully, zealously, and eltitured three of the fleeing Johnny Rebs. The fame
ciently, that it secured for him the respect and
Morgan bad acquired by his many dashing and
affection not only of his regiment, but of the other
successful raids and the estimate placed upon him
regiments of the brigade, which benefited by his
by Gen. Grant, in his memoirs, to-wit: that he was
counsels and labors.
one of the most daring and successful cavalry offiIn our engagements· Dr. DnncaR was always at
cers produced by the war, makes it pardonable in
the front, personally superinten<ling the removal
us we think, in feeling some pride in our thoroughly
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successful surprise and attack of his hitherto successful command. I will not consume your time
with other refet·ences to the services of our little
army of loyal Southern mountaineers. My object
in writing, was not to give an history of the services
of our brigade, but to pay a tribute to the faithful
and efficient service rendered to his country by
Comrade Amos E. Duncan, and which services will
be ever appreciated by his comrades of the Union
Army of loyal Eastern Tennessee.
Very Respectfully,
JOHN 8. BROWNLOW,
Late Lieutenant-Colonel,
Ninth Tennessee Cav. Vol., U . S. A.
Returning to the more peaceful life of a civilian,
Dr. Duncan now opened an office at Arcanum,
Ohio, where he practiced his profession five years,
since which time he bas devoted himself pl'incipally
to scientific investigations, to the duties which have
devolved upon him in connection with Antioch
College, and particularly to those which pertain to
physiology and sanitary science. Ably assisted by
his son, who is far advanced in microscopic photography, and who is his assistant in the college, he
hns likewise made many investigations in bacteria
.analysis.
On Christmas Day, 1857, the rites of wed lock
were celebrated between Dr. Duncan ancl l\'1 iss
Anna B. Brandon, a lady whose fine mind and noble nRture bad won the regard of the young phySICian. She is a daughter of Isaiah and Elizabeth
(Hnll) Brandon, of Miami County, in which she
opened her eyes to the light January 24, 1840.
The happy union has been blessed by the birth of
two children, but the parents have been (•ailed upo:1
to mourn the loss of Della, the first born; Denman
C. was born at Bartonia, Ind., April 26, 1861, and
bids fair to take a high stand among the scientists
to whom he is already becoming known as a keen
observer and deep thinker.
It is scarcely necessary to say that Dr. Duncan
he longs to the Grand Army of the Republic, as his
war record would naturally lead to t!J9.t conclusion.
He ba.s been interestEd in the Masonic fraternity,
and holds a <lemit from the Hoyal Arch degree.
His first Presirlential ballot was cast for John C.
Fremont, and he bas always been an earnest Repub-

lican. His knowledge and skill in medical science,
and all matters pertaining to the health of the body,
his intelligence in other lines of study and affairs,
and his manly character, alike entitle him to esteem,
and he is regarded with the highest respect, not
only throughout the community where his later
years have been spent, but in other places where
he is known, having an extended acquaintance, and
an assured position among the learned men and
women of the land.
Dr. Duncan bas written several articles that have
been published, on subjects relating to his chosen
profession and sanitary science, inviting attention
in 1861, to the fact of paralysis following diphtheria, and being caused by it, before the real nature of that grave and fatal malady was well
understood by the profession at large.

Jl

OHN MOORE. Few, if any, of the residents
of Xenia have been citizens thereof for a
longer period of time than he of whom we
~'~ give this brief biographical sketch . For
many years he has li ved here, an interested witness
of the advancement and growth of tlle city and
county, whicb have been so transform"-d by the energetic pioneers and their descendants as to bear not
the slightest resemblance to the ol'iginal di·cary
and unoccupied tmct of land. Mr. Moore bas ained
in this development, and feels a pardonable pride in
the results of his efforts.
lilt·. Moore was horn in the northern part of Irelan<!, County Tyrone, September 15, 1811. His parents were Thomas and ilfargaret (Wallace) Moore,
ar,d they had a family of four sons, all of whom are
deceased except our subject. The parents died when
John was but a lad, and in company with his uncle
and aunts be emigrated to the United States in 1822.
His grandmother, who was also of the party, died
at sea. The s!Ji p anchored at Quebec, Canada, and
thence our subject removed, still in company with
his relatives, to Franklin County, Pa., in 1825. He
remained t!Jere about five years, and learned the
tailor's trade.
After a residence of a year in Columbus, Ohio,
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our subject can:e to Xenia, in 1831. He bas thus
lived here for almost sixty years. Here he continued to work at his trade until U:\76. He was
united in marriage July 16, 1840, with Miss 1\Iary
A. Monroe, a native of Xenia, and the daugllter
of David and Barbara Monroe, natives of Scotland.
Mr. and Mrs. Moore became the parents of six
children, four sons and two daughters, namely:
Thomas M., George 1\l.; Robert Wallace, now -in
Dayton; David, deceasecl; Anna, Mrs. Hibben; and
Margaret L., Mrs. Jobe. Mr. Moore lost his wife,
who had been to him a faithful companion for
many years, December 19, 1884.
In his political affiliations Mr. Moore was originally a Democrat, later a Free-Soiler. He is a
strong temperance advocate, but never held office,
attending strbtly to his own business. He is a
member of the United Presbyterian Church. Two
of his sons, George and Thomas, were soldiers in
the Civil War. George enlisted in his sixteenth
year, and served nntil the close of the war. Thomas
served a few months in the latter part of the war.
Mr. Moore is highly esteemed, and his name will be
held in fond memory long after he has passed to
his rest.

-~EV.

WILLIAM H. SIDLEY. Although
comparatively a young man, this gentleman, who is the pastor of St. Raphrel's
~ ~ Catholic Church, Springfield, has accom·
plished much work in connection with his parochial
duties. He is a man of ripe scholarship, pleasing
manners, and -an earnest and eloquent speaker;
possessing great energy and perseverance, he is
thoroughly interested in his calling, with a mind
constantly devising ;orne new method by which to
benefit his people, and build up his church nod its
various institutions.
Coming of substantial Irish parentage, our sui>
ject was born in Geauga County, this State, NO·
vcmber li, 1844 , and is a son of Henry and Mary
(Turner) Sidley, the former of whom was a native
of County Limerick, Ireland, and emigrated to
this country when a young man, settling among

!K\\\

461

the pioneers of Geauga County. The mother was
born of parents who were natives of Ireland, and
who, upon cros~ing the Atlantic, settled first in
New York State, and thence removed to Michigan,
resi<ling near Detroit until their death. Their
daughter, while on a visit to Geauga County, this
State, met the gentleman who afterward became
her husband. After their marriage Henry Sidley
and his wife located on a farm in Geauga County,
where the mother is still living. The father departed this life in 1877.
There were born to the parents of Father Sidley
twelve chil<l•·en, of whom he was next to the eldest.
Ten of these are living, and all are residents of
Ohio. William H. spent his boyhood on the farm,
and walked two and one-half miles to school, pursuing his studies until a youth of sixteen years.
Then leaving home, he entered the University of
Notre Dame at South B~nd, Ind., where he pursued his studies two years. From there he went
to Cleveland, Ohio, and spent seven years in the
Theological Seminary. Afterward he spent eighteen months in the Theological Seminary at Cincinnnti, and on the 11th of June, 1870, was
ordained. to the priesthood. His first charge was
at Sidney, Ohio, where he spent three years. In
1873 he was called to Springfield, taking charge of
his present congregation, which numbers at the
present time six hundred families, and which has a
parochial school of nearly six hundred children.
Father Sirlley at once exerted himself for the
best intcfl•sts of St. Raphael's, both church and
school, being instmmental in the erection of the
school building and the residence of the teachers
who are employed as teachers. Father 1\Imphy is
his assistant at St. Raphael's. In 1R84 the congregation had so increased in numbers that it became
necessary to organize a second church, which is
located in the southeastern part of the city, and
named St. ,Joseph's Catholic Church, which has a
resident pastor. Father Sidley also put up there
a good school building of eight rooms with a basement, and also another residence for the Sisters
employed as teachers.
In 1887 Father Sidley was made Dean of the
Dayton Conference and permanent Rector of St.
Raphael's Church. He takes the greatest interest
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in the education of the children in the parochial
school, giving them all the advantages of the best
intellectual training, together with complete relig.
iou s instruction. They are taught to be thoroughly
Catholic in religion, and thoroughly Anieriran in
idP.as.
Feeling the necessity of a larger and finer church
edifice, Fatbet· Sidley has recently purchased ground
adjoining the church , to make room for a building
which in the near future will take the place of the
old church. They will then have one of the bPst
and most complete church p•·operties in the State.
Elsewhere in this volume appears a lithographic
portrait o f Father Sidley. ,

1\JVILL!AM H . HOUCK, the son ot a pionee r
1
family of Clark County has been prominently identifi ed with the interests of
Springfield for many yeat·s, and as tl. manufacturer
of brick and in other ways has done a great deal
toward buildin g up the city. He is honored not
only as one of tbe most substantial , public-spirited
citizers of this municipality, and one of its most
successful business men, but for his unswerving.
integrity and high personal character.
A native of Maryland, he was born in the town
of Emmitsburg, Frederick County, April 5, 1821.
George Houck, his father, is supposed to have been
born in the same place, while bis father, John
Houck, it is tbougbt, was a naLive of Pennsylvania.
He was a brick-maker by trade and carried on the
business in Emmitsburg, though he spent his last
years at Mercersburg, P a. The father of our subject
learned his father's ~racle at Emmitsburg and made
the brick there for the large nunnery in that town .
In 1836 he decided to try life in what was then the
" Far 'Vest," and emigrated to this State with his
wife and ten children, performing the journey with
a wagon and a pair of horses and a carriage and
one horse. Arriving in Sprin gfielu May 21, Mr.
Hauck left his family in tbe village and visited
other parts of the country on a prospecting tour,
but finding no location that suited him better than
this he returned to Springfield and bought a brick-
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yard located on Washington Street between Yellow
Spring and Plum St.reets. This city was then a
small place, with no railways or canals, the only
communication with the outside world b~ing over
rough roads. Mr. Houck continued in business
many years and was so prospered that he accumulated a competence, and was enabled to live in retirem ent during the last part of his life, his death
occurring here about the close of the war. He was
of much assistance in building up the county, which
be li verl to see well developed, and his memory is
cherished as one of the most worthy of the stalwart,
intelligent, energetic pioneers of this region. The
maiden name of the mother of our subject was
1\inry Snyder, and she was a native of Pennsylvania , and spent the last years of her life in Springfield. There were ten children born to her and
her husband, eight of whom were reared to maturity.
William Houck was a lad of fifteen years when
the family left the old home 'in Maryland to build
up a new one amid the pioneer scenes of the wilds
of Ohio. He remem hers well the journey bitber,
and can contrast the village of other clays with its
population of twenty-five hundred, with the llo·lrishing city of the present inhabited by forty thousand people. The trade of brick-maker seems to
have descended in his family from father to son, at
least he was of the third generation that adopted
it, and when he was seven years of age he began
his initiation into his future calling, and finally
succeeded his father in his business, and bas continued in it since, building up a large tJade, extending to various parts of the State aurl even beyond. He bas also found other means of increasing
his wealth . In 1851 he purchased twelve acres of
land on South Limestone Street, at $150 an acre,
wbicb was regarded as a large price, and his friends
tl10ught it a wild speculation, but with characterteristic discernment be foresaw that the property
was bound to rise in value as the city grew aurl
would in fact some day form a part of the city, so
he waited with calm assurance for his propheti c
vision to become a reality. He built a substantial
brick residence there when it was all woods between
his residence and the railway station, and for a few
years was quite alone. He only had to wait, how-
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ever, until Springfield grew in his direction , and
now his land is very valuable, as it is within the city
limits, bas been platted, and is covered with buildings, which extend several blocks beyonc1 bis form er
residence that he bnilt on the edge of the forest.
He sold that house in 1876, and built his present
commodious dwelling nt No. 312, South Limestone
Street, and remodeled in 1886, making it one of the
most conveniently arranged and most desirable
homes in the city. He owns besides considemble
other real estate in the city and other valua hle
property.
To the wife who has contributed her quota to
his prosperity, presides with grace and true hospitality over his home, and makes his interest her
own, l\Ir. Houck was united in marriage in 1850,
the ceremony that mad e them one being solemn·
ized in Rushville, Ill . Mrs. Houck was born in
Indiana, a daughter of J ohn and Mary Johnson .
Mr. and 1\Irs. Houck have five children, as foll o ws:
Emma, the wife of the Rev. William Singley;
Laura B., Lavinia, William F. and John H.
The life record of our subject is an honor to him
and an example to the youth of the present gcner·
ntion. He is gifted with a strong, cle11r mind, ten·
acity of purpose and far-seeing sagacity , wbich have
enabled him to control his business affairs to the
best advantage, so that he bas become wealthy. He
is liberal in the use of hi~ money, showing that be
has not labored merely for himself. In his politics
he is a strong Republican; religiously, both he and
his wife are consistent mem hers of the Methodist
Episcopal Church.

OSEl'H J. MILLER, EsQ., a popular and
able young attorney of Springfield, his native city, bas already gained an enviable reputation before the bar for talent and knowledge of his profession, and· is very prominent in
public life. His father, George .John Miller, was
born in Bavaria, and was a son of John Miller,
likewise a native of that country, who was, in tmn,
a son of Andrew Miller. Both tbe grandfather and
great-grandfather of subject were royal foresters,
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and were life-lon g residents of Bavaria. The
maiden name of t he gmndmotber of subject was
Marie Zweckert, and she was also a Bavarian. She
was the mother of six child ren, namely : Frantz,
Marguerette, George, John, J ohann, Catherina and
John IIi. The three youngest sons came to America; .Johann located in Cincinnati, nurl there spent
his last years; John M. became a successful physi·
cian in Springfield.
The father of our subject wa~ reared in his native land, and at an early age learned the traJe of
a butcher. When be was thirty-five years old he
came to America, and settling in Springfield, engaged in his old business in this city, residing here
until his death, in 1878, when his community was
deprived of an honorabl e and <tseful citizen. He
came to this city when it was in its infancy, and
be~ide being a witness of much of its growth and
did what in him lay to advance its prosperity. He
was married in Springfielcl to Agnes Storz. a nati vc
of Get·many; she wns born in Renfrizhausen, Wartenberg. She was reared in her fatherl and, and
'was the only memher of her family who e~e r came
to America. She now resides in Springfield, ami
is held in respect and esteem by all who know her.
The subject is the only smvivor of the three chi!.
<h·en born to his parents, one chile! dying in
infancy, and their son John is now deceased.
Joseph Miller was born in Springfield , September 27, 1855, ancl in its public schools laid a solid
foundation for a fine education. He subsequently
became a student in the Holol'Ooks Normal School,
at Lebanon , in '\VatTen County, where he pursued a
thorough course of study. When not in school he
assisted his father in the butcher business till he
was seventeen years old, aud then devoted his
whole time to his studies till 1876. In that year
he com menced reading law with E. S. Wallace, was
well grounded in that profession, and in the fall of
1878 wns nclmitted to the bar, and at once opened
an office for the practice of his calling, in which he
bas been eminently successful, and to-day is numbered among the lending lawyers of the city. He
has secured a large clientage, and in 1888 was
elected to the office of Justice of the Peace for a
term of t hree years.
Mr. Miller's intellectual powers are harm oniously

464

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

developed, so that clear judgment, sound sagacity,
and cool, practical sense, and a constant devotion
to duty are among his distinguishing characteristics, and have enabled him to rise to his present
position. He is just, cautious, politic and courteous in his Jealings, and in his honorable career
as a lawyer bas ever shown himself worthy of the
confirlence placed in him by his clients. He was
;:eared in the Lutheran Church, and bas always
been trne to the faith of his fathers. He is an ardent Democrat in politics, and has been since he
cast his first Presidential vote for S. J. Tilden,
always using his influence to promote the highest
interests of his party. He is identified with the
I. 0. 0. F., as a member of Springfield Lodge, and
of 1\Iad River Encampment.

'
J

OSEPH NISONGER is almost a life-long I
11! resident of Greene County and for many
@II j years bore his part with the farmers of ~
~ Xenh Township, winning from the soil a
competence and from his neighbors the respect due
to honest, industrious and Christian manhood. He
bas now retired from the arduous labors of life
and is enjoying the fruits of his early toils and
the pleasures of a life in the city of Xenia, where
· be can enter into the intellectual and religious
work of his fellow-men without undue exertion.
His pleasant home is located at No. 110, Cincinnati Avenne.
Jacob Nisonger, the fathet· of our subject was
born in Virginia and came hence in 1808, accompanied by his wife, formerly lliiss Rebecca Reed,
and three children. He made his settlement two
miles w~st of Xenia, on what is now the Upper
Bell brook Pike, and in the thick woorls where there
was not even a place to camp. A pole pen was tlJe
first shelter, if shelter it could be called, and after
camping in it for a time, the family took possession
of the new log bouse that was considered quite a
palace. The 'parents saw the usual hardships of
pioneer life but outlived them, witnessing the
gradual development of the country and bearing
their share in its progress toward improvement and

civilization. They reared a family of fifteen children. M:r. Nisong-er was not a politician except to
the extent of casting his vote, and that was given
to the Democratic party. He wM one of the first
me"' bers of the :Methodist Episcopal Chmch in this
county. His rleath took place in 1834.
The snbject of this sketch was born on the farm
in Xenia Township, June 23, 1820, having a twin
sister, :Mary. He grew to maturity in the home of
his infancy, obtaining his education in the district
schools and remaining with his mother on the farm
after the death of his father. His mother lived to
be seventy-seven years old, dying in 1857, and her
son, of whom we write, was on the home farm at
tile time of her deat!J. In 1863 be removed to
Inrliana, but after a sojourn of three years returned
to tbis county, taking up his aborle in Beaver Creek
Township, where he carried on agricultural pursuits until 1885. At t!Jat time his sight failed
him, and for three months he was totally blind, the
trouble being occasioned by cataracts; his eyes
were operated upon, and his sight is now quite
good . In 1886 he moved into the city, occupying
the pleasant property belonging to his son, who is
occupying the farm. Mr. Nisonger is a member
in good stanrling of the P1·csbyterian Church. He
exercises the elective franchise in behalf of tl.Je
candidates of the Republican party.
The estimable and highly respected companion
of Mr. Nisonger bore the maiden name of Elizabeth 1\Ianor. She is a native of Virginia, but accompanied her father, George l\Ianor, to this
county when but a child, and here obtained her
education anrl the training which fitted her for a
worthy womanhood. To her anrl our subject has
come but one son, George, who was born April 14,
1843, on the farm that was his father's bit·thplace.
The lad completed his studies in Xenia and
afterwards assisted his father until be became of
age, when be entered the Union army to bear a
part in the defence of the old flag. He was enrolled in Company D, Seventy-fourth Ohio Infantry, in 1864, and made one of the valiant band
who accompanied Gen. Sherman from Atlanta to
tbe sea and northward after the first wonderful
campaign was concluded by the surrender of Savannah. He was at Raleigh, N. C., at the time of
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the· general surrender, anrl with his comra<les
marched turough Richmond and to Wasbington,taking part in the Grand Review, after which he was
honorably discharged and mustererl out of the service at Camp Denison.
On his return to his home young Nisonger engaged in farming, and since that time has made
his borne in Xenia and Beaver Creek Townships.
He now occupies the farm of his father in the latter Township, antl owns other lands in Spring Valley Township, all being well-improved and finely
cultivated, and making np the sum of two hundt·ed
and twenty-seven acres. On December 2, 1868,
the rites of wedlock were celebrated between himself and Miss Virginia Barnett, an estimable and
intelligent young lady of this county. He is a
sturdy Republican, a consistent member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, and a worthy scion of
the families from which he derives his origin.

OBERT GRIEVE. The subject of this
sketch was born July 27, 1829, within two
miles of his present borne. He is one of the
prominent farmers of Xenia Township, and
owns an excellent place some two miles from tile
Court House in Xenia. He is wide-awake and
progressive, andltas made a good name for himself
in the towr.silip. His ancestors for many generations have been farmers, and have the reputation
of being successful ones, too. His father, Archibald Grieve, was a tiller of the soil in County Selk,
Scotland, where he was born in 1775. He emigrated
to America in 1812, landing in New York, where ile
remained until1814, when he traveled via boat to
Warren County, Ohio, thus becoming one of the pioneers of the State. The mother of Robert Grieve
was Agnes (Stephenson) Grieve, who was· born in
Roxhorougbshit·e, Scotland , and was the daughter
of John and Isabella Stephenson. The parents of
our subject were married April 11, 1811, and one
year later took pas~age for Lhe New World.
When Archibald Grieve arrived with his family
in what is now Greene County, he bought one hundred acres of land, and immediately proceeded to
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clear sufficient land to enable him to build his little log cabin, which served for shelter from uot
only the elements, but also from the droves of
wolves that abounded everywhere. It was necessary to bar the door to keep out the hungry creatures, who would intrude wherever they could force
an entrance. Numbers of <leer also roamed through
the forest, and the settlers need never be without
the most toothsome venison, did they hut use their
weapons aright. Mr. Grieve proceeded as rr.pidly as
possible in the clearing and cultivating of his land,
and in a few years had a comfortable home. They
were religiously united with the "Seceeders," what
is now known as the United Presbyterian Church.
For a number of years their nearest place of meeting was eight miles distant. Distance and danger,
however, did not prevent them from attending the
services. l\Ir. and Mrs. Archibald Grieve were the
parents of nine children. Four sisters, besides him
of whom we write, are all that survive.
The suujecl of this notice is the only member of
his father's family residing in this countt-y. His
eldest bmther dierl in 1847. During the youth of
Robert Grieve he attended t.he country schools in
winter, and worked on the farm of his father
through the rest of the year. He continued this
practice until he was twenty years of age, when he
left school and devoted himself to business life.
He bought the farm upon which he resides at present in 1887. It consists of sixty acres improved .
and cultiva.t ed. He owns another farm of one
hundred acres on the boundary line of Xenia and
New Jasper Townships which is in clutrge of his
son. He deals largely in stock, raising graded
Short-born cattle, Poland-China hogs and an improved breed of horses.

j OHN J. KIRKHAM.

J

One of the most at-

1 tractive homesteads in Harmony Town-

!

ship, Clark County, is owned and occupied
by the subject of this notice, who, in 1849,
when a boy of twelve, rode over the land wilen it
was covered with wild grass and water knee deep.
It now presents the appearance of a beautiful and
~
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well-tilled tract, the fields laid off with neat fencing,
the farm improven with modern buildings and everything about the premises denoting the thrift
and prosperity, which could only have been brought
about by the must unflagging industy and goorl
management. Mr. Kirkham is a thorough and
skillful farmer, and has obtained an en viable reputation as a stock-raise1·, being able to exhibit some
of the finest animals in this part of the county. He
took possession of tlus farm in 1876, although becoming its owner in 1868. In the meantime he
lived on his sister's farm '"1joining, and could thus
give to his property the requisite attention. It
lies on section 26, ann comprises one hundred ancl
ninety -one acres.
The birthplace of Mr. Kirl<ham was at his father's
homestead in Lisbon, Harmony Township, and the
date thereof, March 2, 1837. With the exeeption
of four years spent in Green Township, he has
heen a resident of his native township all his life,
He attended the common school during his boyhood
days, and later spent five months in Wittenberg
College at flpringfield. When a youth of nineteen
years he began teacuing school, which profession
he followed two years. Subsequently be occupied
himself ns n farm laborer, and in cultivating rer.tecl
land. He remained a bachelor until approaching
the thirty-ninth year of his age, and was then married, Jnnnary 24, 1876, in Springfield, to Miss
Agnes J. Roddy. This larly was born i:l the State
of New York, November 22, 1849, and is the
daughter of :Michael and Margaret (Drum) Roddy,
who were both natives of Irelann. Mr. Rodny
emigrate« to America when a young man and settlerl in New York State, where he remained until
1'850. Then coming to Ohio he settled on a farm
n"'u· Lisbon, and rem ained there until his rleath,
w!Jich occurred about 1865. His widow is still
living, and makes her home on the farm of our subject. The six children born to them were namen
l'<'SJ>PCtively, Mary, John, Fanny, deceased; James,
Agnes and Charles.
1\It·s. Margaret (Drum) Roddy is likewise anative of Jrelnnn and of Irish ancest1-y. She lived
in her native country nntil reacuing womanhood,
and upon ~ migrating to America settled in New
Yorl; Stntc,where she mane the acquaintance of her

futUI'e husband. Mrs. Kirkham was given such
enucation as wa~ afforded by the common schools,
and remainerl with her mother until her marriage.
Of her union with our subject there have been born
eight children, viz.: John M., George C., James
W. , Jesse G., who died at the sge of six years;
Walter H., William S., Agnes M. and Benjamin F.
The survivors are nt home with their parents, and
are being given the training and enncation suitable
to their station in life. The Kirkham homestead,
in a11 its appointments, reflects credit upon the enterprise of the propdetor, while the family holds
no secondary position among the best people of
the community.

-~ AVID

j)

L. BAKER. A well-regulated farm
in German Township, Clark County, is
~
the home of the gentleman above named,
t!Je estate having been settled upon by his
father, who was a pioneer of Clark County. Upon
itoue subject first saw the light of day, March 23,
18f,O, and around it tbe memories of his entire life
cluster. He was educated in the public schools of
the township, acquiring an excellent practical education, ann received from his father a thorough understanding of agriculture, which he chose as his
life work. The eighty ncres of land which he owns
aee kept hy him in excellent cultivation, and the
natural fertility of the soil is improved by the use
of the best fertilizing agents and a proper rotation
of crops.
A young lady who was born in Pennsylvania
anrl cn.me to this county with her parents when
quite young, won the regard of our subject and
after a successful wooing he became her husband
September 13, 1875. She bore the maiden name
of Mary E. Kunkle and is a flaughter of Andrew
and Amelia Kunkle, the former of whom is now
deceased and the latter living in Springfield. She
possesses many excellent qualities and mneh useful
kuowleflge. She has borne the following children:
Jamrs A., Irvin A., Emma A ., Harvey A., and
Walter H.; Stella and Delbert D., are deceased.
The son of Christian parents, be of whom we
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write became imbued with good principles and fullows the example set him by his father in favoring
such projects as will teud to advance the material
prosperity of the region or increase the intellectual
and moral standing of the community. He is now
serving as School Director of District No. 2, creditably dischm·ging the duties of the office. Politically, he is a Democrat. In this he also following
the example of his deceased father.
The parents of our subject were Jacob and Susannah (Lander) Baker, who bore a part in the
pioneer work of <levelopment which has brought
this county to its present high state of prosperity.
In his younger <lays the father was a teamster, and
he also followed the trade of a blacksmith for a
number of years, the remainder of his days being
spent as a farmer. Like most oChis contemporaries the educational a<l vantages which be enjoyed
were very inferior to those of the present t ime, hut
such as they were he imp.-oved, adding to his store
of kuowlcdge by reading and observation. Both
he and his wife were identified with the Lutheran
Church and held in good repute by their associates.
They were the parents of five children, of whom
four are yet living. These arc Zachariah, whose
home is in Indiana; MelissR, wife of Samuel Maggert, of German Township; Barbara E ., wife of
Andrew Seitz, now living in Kansas; and he of
whom we write. The father departed this life
in March, 1863, while the mother survived until
April, 1885.

M

ENJAllliN F. ALLISON, a highly esteemed
citizen of Springfield, is a veteran of the late
war, where he won a goorl record for faithful service, though he sacrificed his health
for his country. He is a Pennsylvanian by birth,
born in Drytown, Lancaster County, November 21,
1830. He is <lerived from sturdy l:lcotch ancestry.
His fath~r, Abrnbam Allison, was born in Scotland,
hut when he was young his parents took him to
Ireland, and there he was reared. Ambitious to
improve his condition, with a sister and his brother
.Joseph, be came to this country and located in
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Pennsylvania, "here he married Susan Kauffman,
a native of Lancaster County, that State. He became a stone-mason and carried on his trade in
Lancaster County about twenty years. He then
turned his attention to farming, and buying a farm
four miles from Drytown actively engaged in its
cultivatiun,and made his home there until death him
called to a higher. His wife <lied at the home of her
daughter in her native county . To those worthy
people wel'e born seven children, of whom the following five were rearecl and are still living-Bar.
bara, John, Abraham, Susan and Benjamin F.
The son of whom we write spent his early years
on his father's farm until he arrived at the age of
fourteen, when he was apprenticed to learn the
trade of a shoemaker in Maytown, Lancaster
County. He was bound for five years, but serve<l
only two years and then worked a year under instruction in Carlisle, Cnmberlanrl County, gaining
a thorough mastery of his calling, aud he then di<l
·•jour" work for awhile. In 1856 he came to Obio
and starter! in business for himself in Lon<lon,
Madison County, anrl carrierl it on profitably until
1862. In the meantime he had been watching tbe
course of the war with intense interest, and as soon
as he could arrange his affniss be offered his services
to his country and , enlisting on the 11th of August,
that year, actively assisted in raising a company,
which was designated as Company A, an<l was attached to the One hundred and Thirteenth Ohio
Infantry, anrl thcu sent to Camp Chase, where tbe
officers were chosen an<l the regiment was organize<l. It was then dispatched to Camp Dennison,
where the men were thoroughly drilled in military
tactics for t!Jree hours each forenoon and afternoon
and each man in turn did guard duty. The barracks were comfortable anrl were provided with
woorlen bunks and plenty of good straw anrl blankets. The regiment was sent from L!Jere to Louisville the Sltme fall, where the men were furnished
with Lents and for the first time slept on the ground.
The members of Company A were found to be
men of resource and self·reliance, and obtained "!I
the conveniences and comforts to be had, ancl if
there was any straw to be procured for beds they
generally appropriated it. Our subject and his
comrades were posted in Louisville about two
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months and then went to Mulllrow Hills to guard
trestles on the Louisville & Nashville Railway.
They were stationed there two months, and their
next destination was Franklin, Tenn., where they
arrived the day after the battle and did good service in assisting in the burial of the dead. Mr. At.
lison was taken sick at that point and returned to
Nashville to enter the hospital. His health did
not improve, and six weeks later he was sent to
Louisville. He still continued grow worse, und
wrote a letter to Gov. Todd to !mow why the orders for the removal of sick soldiers to the hospitnls
nearer home were not carried out. The Governot·
was very · prompt in his reply, which our subject
received by return mnil, and five days later be was
on his way to the hospital at Camp Dennison. He
rem :tined there until his discharge, August 9, 1863,
He wos sufferi ng from heart disease and chronic
diarrhea, and as his soldier days were over be returned home, and as soon as able resumed the shoe
business. He resid ed in London until 1871, when
he took up his abode in Springfield, and has ever
since made his home here, and for some years was
foreman in a shoe store, a position for whic·h his
knowledge of the business and experience thoroughly qualified him. While other men gave their
lives on the field of battle •n'd in the camps and
hospitals of the South during the Rebellion, our
subject gave that without which life is scarcely
worth living, his health, as he bas never been able
to regain his old-time vigor since those trying days
in the army. Yet, who shall say that he has not
made life a success, although the plans ::mel ambitions with wh ich he started out in the world have
not all been brought to fruition. He made a willing
sacrifice, bas borne his sufferings: cheerfully, and by
industry when be was able to work, by frugality,
and excellent business tact, be has accumulated a
sufficient amou nt of this world's goods for a comfortable competence.
1\Ir. Allison has been blessed with a good wife, a
true, unselfish helpmate, to whom he was unitecl in
the holy bonds of matrimony, April 2t, 1850. Her
maiden name was Charlotte E. Smith, and Baltimore, Md. , was the place of her birth. They have
three cbilclren living, of whom the following is re.
corded: Levi A. married Arabelle Neff, and they

have four cbildren,-Daisy, Etna, Henry and a
baby; Smith E. married Nettie Long, and- they
have two children-Nettie and Glenna; Benjamin
F . married Arabelle Morrell.
Mr. Allison has always been true in all the relations of life, as son, husband, father, neighbor ancl
citizen, and is in all respects worthy of the consideration and esteem accorded to him by all who
know him. In commemoration of his career as a
soldier he bas identified himself with Mitchell Post
No. 45,G. A. R. He is a sound Hepu b!ican in politics
and cast his first vote for Fremont, and bas been
in the ranks of the party almost from its formation.
In him the Second Lutbemn Church finds one of
its most consistent members.

D

AVID CRABILL. The Crabill family is well
represented in Springfield Township, Clark
County, several brothers of the name having
their hon,es there.
None are more worthy of
representation in this volume than the one whose
name introduces this sketch, and who is the seconcl
child of the late Thomas V. Crabill and his respected
wife. He was born in Champaign County, Ill.,
March 14, 183G, and was about a year old when his
father returned to Clark County, Ohio, where he
grew to manhood and bas since resided. He bas
always followed agricultural pursuits and a visitor
to his home would at once conclude that the owner
thoroughly nnderstands his calling. The farm
consists of one hundred and sixty-nine acres, carefully and intelligently tilled, well fenced, and snppliecl with adequate and substantial buildings of
various kinds, the dwelling being particularly attractive.
The marriage of l\Ir. Ct·abill took place at the
brine's home in Green Township, December 2,
1862, his companion being Miss Nancy C. Rock.
She was l1orn in the city of Springfield June 17,
1840, and possesses many virtues and graces of
mind and heart. Her parents were Thomas R. and
Leah (Kelly) Rock. She hus borne her husband
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two children-Emma .T. and Thomas V. The daughter is tile wife of Albert T. Garlougu and the
mother of one son, Davi<l C. The second child of
our subject is a graduaLe of Wittenberg College,
Springfield, in the class of 189 0.
Being public-spirited and liberal minded, llir.
Crabill takes a deep inte•·est in educational affairs
and in the political outlook of the country, as well
as in all movements which are made for the good of
the county. He has held the office of School Director for a long term of years and for three years
has been a member of the Republican Central Committee for Springfield Township. The Republican
party has no stancher supporter than he is and has
been since be began to vote. Mrs. Crabill and her
two children belong to the Second Lutheran Cuurch.

e

HARLES L. GERLAUGH. Although still
a young man the above-named genUeman is
one of the most prominent apd public-spil·ited reuidents of Bethel Townsllip, Clark County . .
He belongs to a family whose repr~sentatives are
numbe1ed among the early settlers of Greene
County, and who in former times sent pioneers
into Pennsylvania, the remote ancestors being German.

He is a shrew<l business man, a fine manager

of the land which he operates, and personally is
hospitable, good naturetl, and every inch a gentleman. He commands the respect of bis fellow-men,
his prominence among them being due as much to
his personal character, as to his ability in worldy
and public affairs. His home is a fine farm of two
hundred and fifty-six acres on sections 31 and 36,
which althougu held by his father bas been largely
improved hy himself, nnd is under his sole controL
He is a shareholder in the Osborn Bank, and an
ex-President of that institution, having been. at
its head the first year of its life.
The first of the Gerlaugh family to make a home
in the Buckeye State was Adam, a native of Frerlerick County, Md ., who came here about 1810. He
was poor anrl empty banded, but locating-on anew
piece of land in Beaver Creek Township, Greene
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County, he set to work with right good will to
carve out his fortune . He cleare<l and improved
the farm , and so successfully prosecuted his labors
that he became the owner of some one thouean<l
acrcd of lnnd, all lying within five or six miles of
Dayton. In the early days his market was Cincinnati, to and from which city he hauled produce
with teams. He was still a young man when he
came to this State, where be manied and reared a
family, one of whom a son, Arthur, was born in
Beaver Creek Township, in 1819. There Arlam
Gerlaugh breathed his last, respected by his fellowmen.

Arthur Gerlnugh bought and located on his
father's original uomestead, where he is now living,
having some three hundred acres of land in the
fann. He is one of the oldest settlers of the community, being now about sev~nty-one years old,
and is numbered among the most pi'Osperous farmers of this vicinity. He also owns two good farms
in Bath Township, Greene County, and after the
mm-riage of his son, our subject, purchased the
property upon which the latter is located. In politics be is a thorough Republican. As a citizen be
is public spirited, reliable anr! prominent, while his
private character is that of an honorable, kindly
and upright man. His wife, formerly l\Iiss Catllerine Rocknfield, wos born near Fairfield, Bath
Townsllip, and was edtlcated there; she is the posseosor of an inLelligent mind, a Christian character,
and many useful accomplishments. She has now
reached the age of some fifty-six years , and belongs
to the U nitecl Bret.hren Church. The family includes two sons-Charles L. , the first-born; and
John, wllo is farming on the home place in Greene
County.
The maternal grandparents of onr subject were
John and Elizabeth (Cost) Rockafield , both of
whom were Lorn in the Keystone State, and came
to this section when young witu their parents, who
were early settlers of Bath Township, Gree::.e
County. Grandfather Rockafield took up his resi<lence there about 1825, and began working out on
the farm of Peter Cost, whose daughter be afterward married. He then rented the place, afterward
buying it, and continuing to reside upon it until
his death .

472

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPIDCAL ALBUM.

Tue gentleman whose name introduces this biographical sketch was born March 6, 1855, in
Beaver Creek Township, Greene County, five miles
from Dayton . There he grew to manhood , learning the rudiments of farming when a boy, and enjoying excellent educational advantages, together
with the best of borne training. He remained under the parental roof until twenty-seven years old,
when he was married and located upon tbe farm
which his f:tther had purchased for him. The entire acreage is tillable, and the estate is well improved , having all necessary and convenient farm
buildings upon it, being well fenced, an<l &npplied
with fruit of various kinils. There are two tenant
houses for the use of workmen upon the estate,
which is devoted to general farming, and in the
carrying on of which three teams are constantly
employed; the whole is under the efficient supervifion of Mr. Gerlaugh. He is now raising thoroughbred Short.-hom cattle, of which be has some
fine specimens on which he has taken premiums at
the fait·s; he also raises full-blooded Poland-China
swine. He feeds about a car-load of cattle per
year also, while his crops are not neglected but are
equal to any in the cotmty in amount and quality.
The hospitable and attractive home of Mr. Gerlaugh is presided over by an intelligent and accomplished lady , whose gracious manner prepossesses
strangers in her favor, and whose virtues endear
her to many hearts. She comes of an excellent
family, being a daughter of John Hower, whose
sketch found on anotller page in tllis volume, fur.
nisbes an account of her ancestry. She is a native
of Bath Township, in which her marriage took
place February 1, 1882. For a· time she was a
student at Wittenberg College, Springfield. Four
bright children have come to bless her union, their
names being Arthur, Howard, Ella and Bertha.
The Clark County Agricultural Society numhers
1\Ir. Gerlangh among its patrons. According to
his judgment the principles embraced in the Republican platform are those best calculated for the
needs of the people, and he never fails to support
them by his vote, and he has also served his party
as a delegate to county conventions. He is a member of the School Board, and takes a deep interest
in educational affairs, au<l in the improvement of

the schools. He belongs to the Lutheran Church.
'Ve invite the attention of our many readers to
a portrait of Mr. Gerlaugh on another page.

\ERNEST BURKHARDT. Among the various
1~
industries which spring up in a community
_:.~ and which have a vast influence upon the
health of its people is that of pork packing and
which if not properly carried on may become the
source of a vast injury and frequently fatal in its
effects. The subject of this notice makes of this
industry a specialty, also combining with it the
manufacture of sausage, in which be has been very
successful, employing men wbo understand their
business and dealing only in first-class material.
The products of his factory are in flemand all over
tuis part of the country, hut especially in the city
of Springfield where the enterprise was inaugurated
in 1884.
A native of Wittenberg, Germany, Mt-. Burkhardt was born November 28, 1847, to Louis and
Caroline (Leibrandt) Burkhardt, whose family consistefl of twelve children. The father was a butcher
by trade, also followed farming besides grape culture and was a wine seller. He and his excellent
wife spent ·oheir entire lives in their native land.
Ernest, in accordance with the laws and customs of
his native land was placed in school when a lad of
six years and pursued hi~ studies until fourteen.
He then began an apprenticeship at cabinet-making,
serving three years. At the expiration of this time
he began traveling and followed his trade as a
journeyman in flifferent cities for three years. Then
in 1867 he emigrated to the United States, landing
in New York City after an ocean voyage of eighteen days. Thence he proceeded to Centreville,
this State, where he followed his trade six months
and then entered the employ of his brother Louis,
a butcher, and with whom he learned the business
thoroughly.
This seeming to be a profitable industry Mr.
Burkhardt in 1870, started in business on his owu
account at Cincinnati, conducting this until 1884.
Then selling out he removed to the vicinity of
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Springfield and soon afterward purchased a litt.le
farm of thirty acres justout&idethe city limits upon
which he erected buildings suituble for butchering
and pork packing, also the manufactme of sausage
an<! since that time has prosecuted this business
with uniform success. He has met with losses,
however, as in April, 1889, several of his buildings
were destroyed by fire, involving a loss of $15,000
with but $7,000 insurance. He immediately rebuilt, however, putting up more substantial structures of brick and added a la•·ge ice-house. He kills
ahout fifty hogs and three beeves per week, the
greater part of which is manufaetmed into sausage.
1\lr. Burkhardt occupies with his family a commodious brick resirlence on the same farm anrl is
looked upon as one of the most energetic and thrifty
business men of his county. He was married
November 24, 1881, to Miss Emma Oehler. This
larly was born in May, 1860, in Cincinnati anrl was
the daughter of Frederick Oehler, a prosperous
citizen of Cincinnati, anrl also of German antecedents. There have been born to them five children
-Luln, Clara, deceased, Emma, Elmer and Ernest.
ln politics, l\1r. Burkhardt i.s independent, aiming
to support the men best qualified to serve the interests of the people. He is a member in good
stanrliug of tlte Knights of Pythias. A self-made
man in the broadest sense of tlte ierm, he bas, from
a •mall beginning,accumulated a handsome property
and occupies no unimportant place amor.g the business interests of his arlopted city.

V

ASHINGTON H. WILSON. The large and
highly respected Wilson family, of which
the subject of tltis sketch is a most worthy
representative, bas fo•· many years heen widely anrl
favorably known m this part of Ohio and is looked
upon as belonging to its best elements. He with
whose name we initiate this notice is one of the
substantial farmers of Harmony Township, Clark
County, where be operates successfully as a till~r of
the soil and a breeder of line stock. He is a native
of this township and was horn June 26, 1850,
within a mile of the homestead which he now owns
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anrl occupies. His father, :Michael Wilson, was born
in Greene County, this State, in I~ 14, and married
Miss Vina Henry, who was born in Springfield in
December, 1816.
Michael Wilson, when a comparatively young
man, came to Clark County and took. up uis residence in the eastern part of Harmony Township,
which remained his home nntil his rleath, February
11, 1880. He was shrewd and capable as a financier and accumulaterl over one thousand acre>s of
lanrl, leaving to his heirs a fine estate. The paren.
tal family included twelve children, viz: Jnsper,
who se•·ved during the Civil War in the Ninetyfourth Ohio Infantry; James, Elizabeth, Jefferson,
who served in the same regiment as his brother
Jasper, and was killed at Chickamauga; .Tohnsou,
wuo was a memller of the F01·ty fifth Ohio Infantry; lllichael; Lavina, who was the wife of Edward
West, and who is now deceased; ·washington H.,
our subject; Emma D. and Anna, both deceased;
Fremont and Stillman. Botb parents were members in good standing of the Christian Church. Tb.e
elder Wilson was an extensive sbeep-grower, an
industry fron• which he realized handsome returns.
The paternal grand father of our subject was
Michael Wilson, who was born in Kentucky anrl
who emigrated to Greene County, this State an
an early day. Thence he removed to Clark County
where he spent his last years. He was a farmer by
occupation and accumulated a comfortable property. His three sons were named, Washington,
Micuael anrl Hiram. The latter died young. Both
father aud sons originally belonged to the old
Whig party hut later joined the Republicans.
The paternal great-grandfather of our subject
came from England and his wife from Irelanrl. He
died in Greene County, this State. V{ asbiugton
H., of whom we write, spent his boyhood and youth
on the farm with his parents attending the district
school anrl assisting his f11ther until t·encbing his
majority. He then llegan farming on his own account, locating where be now resides. He makes
a specialty of she~p and corn, having of the former
about six bundred head.
On the 11th of February, 1875, Mr. Wilson took
unto himself a wife and helpmate, Miss Frances L.,
daughter of James and Mehitable (Girard) Porter.
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Mrs. Wilson was born in Madison County, tLis
State, February 1, 1852, and spent her early life in
a comparatively uneventful manner undet· the parental roof and receiving such education as was afforded by the common schools. Of her union with
our subject there have been born four children,
viz : Porter M., Charles B., Nina E . and Washington G. Mr. and Mrs. Wilson are prominently
connected with tbe Christian Church and Mr. Wilson belongs to the Independent Order of Odd :Fellows. He cast his first Presidential vote for Gen.
Grant and remains an earnest ~upporter of the Republican party.

f1

ILTON CRABILL. This young gentleman has been mpidly coming to the front
among the stock-raisers of Clark County,
his home and place of busin ess being a fine
farm on section 7, Springfield Township. He also
owns valuable property on South Yellow ~prings
Street, Springfield. He makes a specialty of raising
sheep, his flocks being Merinos, either full-blooded
Qr crossed with Shropshire Downs; of Poland -China
hogs; of breeding and raising English ~hire and
Norman colts. During the year 1889, he sold over
twelve thousand pounds of pork of his own raising.
He takes quite an interest in his Jive stock and is
well posted regarding the merits of different breeds.
Springfield Township has been the home of 1\Ir.
Crabill <luring his entire life, his birth having taken
place on a farm therein, August 19 , 1856. He is a
son of the late Thomas V. Crabill, several of whose
sons are now following in their father's footsteps in
dev eloping the resources of the soil and advancing
the prosperity of the county. The subject of this
sketch has lived in the country all his life except
one year which he spent in the city of Springfield.
.He was educated in the common schools, where he
acquired a good store of information and laic! the
foundation for more extended knowledge to be
obtained through other means. He owns a snug
farm of one hundred and thirty-eight and a half
acres on section 7, on which good improvements
have been made, the residence and other buildings

being such as one would expect to find npon the
land of a man of enterprise. Overwork has caused
llfr. Crabill some suffering ann weakness, his health
not having been good since 18!!6.
At the home of the bride's pnrents November
18, 1880, Mr. Crabill was united in marriage with
Miss Mary, daughter of Michael nnd Elizabeth
(Cosier) Leffel, of Springfield Township. The
bride was born in that township, April 2, 1857,
and is the sixth in a family of eight brothers and
sisters. She is a well-informed woman, with useful
habits and Christian character. She has borne her
husband two children-Chester B. and Milton W.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Crabill are members of St.
Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church, of Springfield.
Mr. Crabill is a believer in the principles of the
Republican party and to its candidates he gives
his vote and intluence. Upright and honorable in
his dealings with mankind, kindly in domestic life,
atid exhibiting intelligence and good judgment in
the mnnagemcnt of his worldly affairs, he deserves
and obtains the respect of all to whom he is known.

ENRY H. CULP. Thi~ gentleman is classed
~ among the prominent and representative
pioneers of Clark County, and is especially
§!!!
well known in Moorefield Township where
he has Jived for a quarter of a century. His home
is located on section 35, a nd is one of comfort and
good chee•·, the estate comprising eigltty-five acres
of land, the most of which is under cultivation and
all intel li gen tly hnnd\cd . Farming and stock-raising are the occupations to which Mr. Culp devotes
his attention and of his success he has no reason to
complain.
In Cumberland County, Pa., June 26, 1817, the
subject of this sketch opened his eyes to the light
of day. He is the eldest sou of J~cob and Mary
(Hoch) Culp, who were also natives of the Keystone State. Their family consisted of six children,
three of whom are now living. They are: Henry
H.; l\fary A., wife of William Hunt; and Catherine,
now the widow of John Stutz, both of Montgom-
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ery County. Aftet· the death of the father, the
mother became the wife of Jacob Pfeffley of l\1ontgomery County, by whom she- ha<l two children:
Aaron, who resides in the same county, and Lydia,
whose home is uear Huntington, Ind. The mother
died in 1876 when about seventy-seven years of
age. As one o.f the pioneer women of the State
she was respected for the toils and hardships which
she had endured and the worthy mannet· in which
she had home herself nndet· all circumstances.
The family of which our subject was a member
emigrated from the Keystone State to Montgomery
County, Ohio, in 1828. A location was selected in
the forest near the present site of the Soldiers'
Home, a log cahin built and the work of clearing
hegnn . The father lived but about a year after
the remo~al, falling dead of apoplexy between
his horne and Dayton. The interior of the county
abounded with Indians and amid the scenes of
pioneer life Henry Culp grew to manhood. As the
oldest son, many duties devolved npon him after
the death of his father and he acquired a degree of
self-reliance that has been an important factor in
his later life. His educational ad vantages were
quite limited, but by improving the opportunities
which the printing press and contact with his fellow-men afford, be has kept himself well posted on
all subjects of general importance.
In 1835 Mr. Culp began an apprenticeship at the
trade of a miller, serving four years under Nlat·tin
Frick at Stillwater, in the Ensley Mill. He then
acted as foreman for llir. Ensley in the same mill
four years, after which be became foreman for
John Hikes, whose mill occupied a site on the same
stream. Seven years later be cnlere~ the employ
of William Sheets, near Union, bnt did journeywork in his mill but eighteen months. He then
located in Clark County, this being in 1844, and
began working for Robert Rogers in Springfield
Township. After acting in the capacity of foreman for that gentleman a year, he assumed a similar
position fot· Henry Shugh, by whom he was employed about six years. Mr. Culp next entered
the employ of Benjamin Warder who was oper9.ting
a mill in Lagonda, remaining there about two years,
when the mill was torn flown to make way for the
beginning of the Champion plant: Our subject
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then settled on a farm south of Spri ngfield and
turned his attention to agriculture, changing his
location to his present home in 1865.
In November, 1858, 1\Ir. Culp was unit11d in
maniage wtth Miss Ann J. Borland, who shared
his fortunes until 1875, when she was removed by
death. A second matrimonial all iance was contracted by Mr. Culp, September 27, 1876, his bride
on this occasion being Miss Mary Crawford. This
union bas resulted in the birth of three children:
Walter, Myrtle an<l Alice. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Culp belong to the United Brethren Cllllrch at
Lagonda, in which the former has officiated as
Stewaru. His political adherence is given to the
Republican party. He bas ever been interested in
public movements which promise to benefit society
and add to the prosperity of the section in which
he ha5 made his home, as well as in those which
are more far reaching, and for his public spirit, industriotlS life, and excellent character is regarded
with respect.

J

OHN MONAHAN. As a horseman Mr.
Monahan is a phenomenon, being recognized
as one of the best judges of the equine race
in this county, and he spends much of his
time in Kentucky, buying horses for parties in diffet·ent States. He is a native of the. city of Springfield where he still makes his home, and was horn
April 28, 1818. His father, Michael Monahan, a
native of Ireland, was born near the city of Dublin, where he was rearetl to man's estate and learned
the trade of a weaver.
The father of our subject emigrated to America
wllen a young man, and coming to Ohio located in
the wilds of Clark County. Springfield was then
but a hamlet and th e surrounding· country peopled
principally by Indians and wild animals. Here he
resided for a time in the town and then purchased
land east of it, and opened up a good farm on
which he spent the remainder of his days. He
came to the United States a single man but in due
time met and manierl l\1iss Catherine Dud-ley, who
was born in Kentucky. Her father, John Dudley,
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was born in Maryland whence he removed to Kentucky, but a few years later pushed on westwnrrl
into Ohio, settling in Clark County about 1808.
The land which he purchased is now adjacent to
the city limits on the east. He built a substantial
hewed l<'g house which is still standing. In 1836, he
again started westward, his destination being La
Porte County Ind., to which he traveled overland
with teams. There he repented the experiment of
pioneer life and bought a large tract of land which
later he divided among his children. He improved
a good farm and upon t3at homestead spent the
closing years of his life. The maiden name of his
wife was Catherine Sparrow. She was born in
Maryland and died on the home farm in LaPorte
County, Ind.
The mother of our subject was reared in a manner similar to the daughters of other pioneers,
learning to spin and weave, and after ller marriage
endured with her husband cheerfully all the hardships anrl toils of life in a new country. She did
her cooking by the fircplnc~ before the clays of
stoves and proved the suitable helpmate of her
husband in the practice of the industrial economy
which enabled them to secure a home :uul a com petence. Her <leath took place at tile homestead
near Springfield.
Mr. Monollan, of whom we write, remained un<let· the parental roof until a youth of seventeen
years and tben commenced to learn tile trade of a
horse-shoer at wllich he served an apprenticeship
nf four years. This was before the days of railroad' when all transportation was done by teams.
There were no free schools and he acquired a limited education un<ier the subscription plan. After
completing his trade he worked as a journeyman
fot· three years, then opened up a shop of his own
in Springfield which he conducted until 1849.
Inheriting a love of horses from his honored fatiter, Mr. Monahan when leaving home turned .his
attention particularly to the care ancl breeding of
fine horses, and has probably done more to raise the
standard of this noble animal in the State of Ohio
-thnn any other man. In due time he became tile
owner of some valuable equines, among them the
uoted stallion Membrino Gift, wllo trotted his mile
in 2:20, making the fastest time on record for one ,

his kind. He was also the owner of Belle Founder, Bay State Morgan, Whip Clay, Independence,
St. Prize, F lying Cloud, Happy Traveler, Republic, Waynes Patchen, Charlie Herr, Membrino Archer and Hchuyler Colfax. All these animals made
fine records and aggregated in value many thousands of dollars.
Mr. Monahan was married in 1842 to Miss Eliza
J. 1;'uttle. This lady, like her husband was born
in Springfield Townsllip, and was a daugllter of
Caleb and Mary Tuttle, who are written of elsewllere in tllis ALllUM. She became tile mother of
four children ann departed ·this life in February,
1872. Their eldest daughter, 1\!ary, is the wife of
W. R. Burnett, of whom a sketch appears on another page; Nancy J., married Thomas Titus, of
Springfield Township; Florence married Lafayette
Rice aud Maggie marrier! Timothy J. Monahan;
the latter restdes in San Diego, Cal. Politically,
Mt·. Monahan affiliates with tile Republican party,
and socially belongs to Springfield Lodge No. 36,
I. 0. 0 . F.

~~~~
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OMER W. CALENDAR.

Among the business establishments of Springfield, Clark
County, the photograph gallery of the
.
gentleman above named is not unworthy
of notice, as the work turperl out is most excellent
The reputation of lllr.
and tile patronage large.
Calencar as a fine artist has been spread broadcast
by tile pllotogmphs which have been sent to various parts of the country by citizens of Springfield and vicinity, whose friends are living in the
four quarters·of the world, and who arc pleased to
to receive life-like semblances of tl!ose they love.
Not only is Mr. Calen,lar known for his artistic
ability, but lle is held in good repute as a citizen
whose reliability and upright manhoorl are highly
val ned.
The Calendar family is of New ElJgland stock,
from tllat section of the United States one Samuel
Calendar having come to Ohio in an early day.
He located near Mechanicsburgh, Champaign
County, improving a far.m and residing thereon
until his deatll.
There his son Elisha Calendar
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was born, and left an orphan at an early age. lie
learne<t tbe trade of a cabinet maker, bnt ere long
gave up work at the bench to engage in mercantile business at North Lewisburg, where be resided
six years.
He then, on account of the ill-health
of his wife, went to Texas, starting with a team
and driving to Cincinnati, where they embarked
on a boat which <;arried them to New Orleans,
thence they crossed the gulf to Port Lavacka,
where they again had recourse to the team, driving to Helena, on the Sn.n Antonia River. At
that time, 1859, Helena was a frontier settlement,
with no railroad, all .communication being by team
to the sea-bon.rd, one ·hundred and twenty-five
milns distn.nt. Mr. Calendar shipped some horses
from Ohio and also some carriages, which were
then a new thing in Helena.
He did not engage
in any permanent business, but in !860 returneil
to his native State, and resumed his mercantile
pursuit. This he continued until 1866, when he
became a resident of Springfield, and engaged in
the manufacture of chemical compounds, a line of
business in which he continued four years, ofter
which be retired to Lewisburg, where he is still
living.
Elisha Calendar married Lydia Keyes, a native
of Madison County, and a daughter of Loren and
Lydia (Morse) Keyes, natives of Rhode Island
and pioneers of the county in which their daughter
was born. The family of :Mr. and llirs. Elisha Calendar comprised eight children , as follows: Home•·,
of whom we write; Fida, wife of Dr. Eli Sherrett,
of Lewisburg; Cora, widow of C. H. Foster;
Laura, wife of I. M. Sullivan; Horace; Minnie,
wife of C. H. Haines; Celia, who married Prof.
Warren Cu~hman, died at the age of forty years;
Howard died when eight years old.
The subject of this sketch was born in Homer,
Union County, July 23, 1847. He was twelve
years old when he accompanied his parents to
Texas, and well rem em hers the incident~ of the
journey and life in a frontier town in the far
South.
He attended the public schools in his
youth, and advanced his education by attendance
at the Iron City Commercial College in Pitt.sburg,
from which he was graduated in 1868. He then
traveled in his native State in the interest of the
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Chemical Company, during the latter part of the
time having an interest in the business.
After
traveling two years, he sold out his interest ann
engaged in th~ photograph business in Lewisburg,
where be remainei! about a year.
He then operated in Plain City, Woodstock, Mechanicsburg and
DeGraff, in 1878 returning to Springfield, where
he has since remained.
In the year 1870, Mr. Calendar became the husband of Miss Jennie E. Baldwin, a native or Logan County, and a daughter of Butler ani! :Matilda
(Lane) Bald win. The union has been blessed by
the birth of four chilrlren, named respectively:
Ono, Z. Evangeline, Howard an<t Rubie.
Mr. Calendar belongs to Anthony Lodge, No.
4a5, F. & A. M. Two of his daughters are members of the Sc('Ond Presbyterian Church. His wife
anrl family are well regarded by their acquaintances, and by him are valued more highly than any
earthly possessions.

='-T DAM

LENHART, Superintendent of the
Orphan's Home at Springfield, has been
ably managing the institution since 1885.
The Home is pleasantly located about two
miles from the heart of the city, and every effort
has been made to surround the inmates with such
comforts and benefits as shall make them honoreil
and useful citizens of the State, nlthough deprived
of their natuml guardians and protectors. Mr.
Lenhart and his amiable wife are endeavoring conscientiously to no all in their power to second tho
efforts of the projectors and supporters of the institution, and exercise a wise and affectionate oversight over their charge.
The grandfather of om subject was Henry Lenhart, a farmer .in Westmoreland County, Pa., who
is b~licved to have been a native of England. His
son Abraham was born in the Keystone State, and
there reared and married to Leah Shetler, who was
of German parentage, and also born in Westmoreland County. They lived there until 1859, when
Mr. Lenhart sol<! the farm, and removing to Ohio
settled in Hamilton County. Here he engaged in
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farming four years, after which he operated a large
farm near Belle City, Hamilton County, Ill., for a
gentleman named Buckingham, whose home was
near Cincinnati. After living upon that farm for
two years illr. Lenhart removed to Abilene, Kan.,
where be died in 1877, at the age of sixty-four
years. His widow is still living there .
The subject of this sketch is one of nine children
born to Abraham and Leah Lenhart, all of whom
reached years of maturity. His natal day was
.June 8, 1840, and his birthplace the farm near
Greensburg, 'Vestmoreland County, Pa. He was
re~red and educated in his native county, and
came to Ohio with his parents, residing with them
in Hamilton County, and removing with them to
Illinois in the spring of 1864. He was engaged in
farm labors there until 1867, when he spent a few
months in Kansas City, 1\Io. Returning to Illinois
he settled in Clay County, whe•·e he resided until
1874, engaged in farming and engineering. His
next removal was to Springfield, Ohio, where he
was employed as foreman in the stand clepartment
of the St. John Sewing Machine Company. For
nine and a half years be occupied that position, and
he then resigned, having in the meantime been
elected Infirmary Director. It was not long until
he was elected to the position he is now filling so
satisfactorily and judiciously.
Realizing that it is not good for man io live
alone, 1\Ir. Lenhart took a companion in life, choosing Miss Isabella Bolen, a native of Sciota Cuunty,
with whom be was united in October, 1864. She
is a daughter of Nelson Bolen, who was born in the
same county, and whose father, Henry Bolen, was a
native of one of the Southern States. Grandfather
Bolen was a pioneer in Sciota County, where he
located about 1810, buying a tract of timber Janel
on Pine Creek. He built a round-log cabin, but
later put up one of hewed logs, in which be resided many years. Finally, about 1848, he sold
and removed to Logan County, where he bought
land. Thence he removed to Union County, where
he remained until after the death of his wife, 1\Iargaret McCreary, a Southern lady. He then returned to Logan County, and died at the home of
~t son.
The father of Mrs. Lenhart grew to man's estate

in bis n·ative county, his ear!y life being spent upon
a farm. He learned tbe trade of a carpenter, and
became a contractor of buildings and bridges.
He removed to Logan County about 1~50, and
thence, in 1869, went to Flora, Clay County, Ill.,
still continuing his contracting, and also in the
Prairie State engaging in farming. He resided
there until his death in 1875. In his native county
he had married llliss Sarah A. Tubbs, a native of
South Carolina, who died in 1855.
To. Mr. and Mrs. Lenhart one child bas been
born, Elsie B., now the wife of Dr. John G. Kennan, of Springfield.
Mr. Lenhart belongs to
Ephraim Lodge, No. 146, I. 0. 0. F ., and to the
Red Star Lodge of the Knights of Pythias. He
and his wife belong to the First Baptist Church.

JJ

OliN R. HINKLE. This gentleman is a
son of John and Mary A. (Way) Hinkle,
who were among the early settlers of Clark
~ County, which they assisted to build up and
bring to its prt•sent highly cultivaterl and civilized
condition. They were born in Lancaster Cou!lty,
Pa., and were there reared and married, coming to
Ohio in 1833. Their settlement was made on section 26, Springfield Township, Clark County,
where our subject was born and bas always resided.
Their family consisted of eight children, of whom
,John R. was the youngest. The death of the
father occurrccl February 3, 1877, and his memory
is h<·ld in honor for his upright life and useful
labors. His widow is still living, and numbered
among the highly respected old ladies of the vicinity. She is a member of the Second Lutheran
Church of Springfield.
The gentleman with whose name this sketch is
introduced was born August 26, 1847, on his
father's farm, anrl after obtaining his education
took up u fa1·mer's life. He owns one hundred
and twenty acres of land, on which good, comfortable buildings have been erected, and where
every appearance indicates on understanding mind
as the ruling powe•·. In polities, Mr. Hinkle is a
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served as Commissioner of Greene County, in
which he attainerl to consirlcrable note, retaining
his prominence up to the time of his death, which
took place at the age of eighty years. In Lebanon,
Warren County, in December, 1819, he was married to Miss Minerva J., daughter of Phillip Eddy,
of that county, their wedding trip being from that
place to Greene County on horseback. .A bureau
made of cherry wood, which was a bridal gift from
her parents, is still in the possession of our subject.
Tbc union was blessed by the birth of twelve c!tilclrcn, seven of whom are living at this writing.
The gentleman whose name introrluces this
sketch was rearerl on his father's farm until thirteen
years of age, when he took a position with the firm
of Merrick & Co., dealers in dry-goods at Xenia.
During this time he also attended school, and after
two years became a book-keeper for the firm, holdON. ANDREW JACKSON. This gentleing that position until the fall of 1861 , when the
~ man is a worthy scion of a family which
spirit of patriotism so thoroughly filled !tis bosom
that be enlisted in the Union Army. Being but a
'/) has give_n to the w~dd st_ates~en, soldiers,
and busmess men m variOus hoes of work,
boy under sixteen years of age, and the only son at
and has not been without its share of scholars, somP.
home, his mothe•· woulrl not consent to his departure for fields of battle, and getting out a writ, had
members of the family becoming known over a
him ln·ought home. He then went with his brother·
wide extent of territory through the works that
in-law to Michigan, and entering his school took
they accomplished. Personally, he possesses a fine
up the study of civil engineering, in which his
character, a high degree of intelligence and the
brother-in-law was proficient and practical. While
quick wit derivea from his Irish origin, together
carrying on his studies young Jaekson formed a
with the manners which favorably impress those
company from the class, which was composed of
wit!t whom he comes in contact and pave the way
boys lar~~:er than himself, and drilled them in Harfot· their better acquaintance and higher regard.
rlee's tactics. F.-om that company several commisThe paternal grandfather of our subject was a
sioned otfic:ers were made later in the war.
first cousin to Gen. Andrew Jackson, ex-President
Returning to his borne the following spring Mt·.
0 f the United States, while his father, Robert
Jacltson, was commander of the Greene County - ,Jackson took his old position in a stot·e nt Xenia,
but in Augu st, of that year, carried out his desire
State Militia and represented the county in the
to assist in preserving the Union, becoming a memLegislature in 1834. Gen. Robert Jackson had
ber of the Ninety-fourth Ohio Infantry, organized
come from Jefferson County, Pa. , to this section in
at Piqua, ancl being enrolled in Company H. He
1805, locating by a large spring on Clark's Run .
took part in a number of: engagements, among them
The farm he occupied is three miles west of Cedarbeing Tate's Ferry, in whiclt th e regiment lost over
ville on the Jackson pike and is now known as the
three hundred ,-uen, and at Perryville, where he was
Stevenson ]farm. He was a man of line physique,
wounded in the left shoul<ler, recmving >I bullet in
being six feel one inch in height, and weighing two
the fleshy part of his arm but never leaving his comhuudred and forty pounds, with a decidedly milipany. He aft.erwnrd participated in the contests at
tary bearing, quite in keeping with his position.
Hi~ commission as General bears the date of 1831.
Stone River, Buzzard's Roost, and the other enHe not only belonged to the Legislature but also
gagements on the road to Atlanta, numbering

strong Republican . The only office which he has
accepted is that of School Director.
The lady who presides over Mr. Hinkle's home
and secures the comforts of its inmates by her wise
management and labors, bore the maiden name of
Mat·y J. Stratton. She is the youngest in a family of three children, her parents being Isaac H.
and Sarah (Leffel) Stratt0n, natives of the Buck~ye
State. She was born in Green Township, Clark
County, January 14, 1852, and became the wife
of 0m· subject December 23, 1875, the marriage
ceremony being performed at her home. The mttrriage bas been blessed by the birth of three childt·en
Bertha, Isaac P. and Beckie K.
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among them some of the most famous and bloody
contests of the war, the list inclurling Chickamauga,
Lookout Mountain, Mission Ridge, Resaca, Dallas,
New Hope Church, Marietta, Peach Tree Creek and
the siege of Atlanta.
While at MurfreesbOJ o, in 1~63, Mr. Jackson
was detailed as Chief Clerk o!· the Brigade Inspector,
which posilion he held until he received a flulough
in 1864 . He was at home but fifteen days when
be endeavored to join his regiment, but coultl get
no further than Nashville , Tenn. There he reported for c1 u ty and was assigner! to the post of
Chief Clerk of the Inspector's oflice of that post, a
very responsible and dangerous posit.ion. All the
ammunition was handled and issuerl to the troops
through him , and it was his duty to place the
pickets at their appointed stntions. He was mus.
tered out of the service ,Jun e 5, 1865 , and returned
to X en ia , conscious tl~at he bad discuarged bis du.
ties tu tbe best of his ability, and rejoicing in the
success of the cause to which he had devoted himself.
Immediately after rctuming to his native Stale
1\Ir. Jackson wtnt to Dayton as Assistant Engineer
of the Cincin~;ati, Hamilton & Dayton Railroad.
Among other work which he did for that road, was
engineering the building of the bridge at Lima,Obio,
of which he had full charge, and which is one of
the finest pieces of work on the road, consisting of
three spans of thirty-six feet arches, all of stone
work. Soon after he became the General Ticket
Agent of the Cincinnati & Zanesville Railroad,
with his office at the former place. He held the position fur six years, must of the time also acting as
paymaster and engineer. During this time lie was
married , and began house-keeping, Lut his wife's
parents beco ming feeble they wished him to come
and live with them at their home in Cedarville. He
therefore removed to Cedarville, where his family
!Jas since residec: and where be !Jas bad his vote.
He spent three years in the lumber camps in 1\Iicbigan, where be hac! charge of the entire forc·.e of one
hundred men , anci cluring the time also carried on
a farm in Greene_County. The lumber eompany,
of which 1\ir. James Dunlap (Mrs . Jackson's
father) was the senior member, did the largest
lumber business in Cincinnati, and was in existence

over fifty years.
The business of this company was settled up in that city in 1886, but is
still continued in Cedarville by the same firm. For
some time the charge of the coi'lpany's business in
Cincinnati devolved upon Mr. Jackson, and he bus
bad full charge of its immense trade in all departments since 1878.
1\Iiss Mary J. Dunlap, a true-hearted and cultured
woman, became the wife of our subject Decemher
17, 1868, and bas borne him four children. The
first-burn is Pearl, a young lady who will graduate
in tbe class of 1890 in Cedarville, anrl wbo is re·
ceiving other advantages. The other members of
the family circle are Frank, Clara, and Fannie,
who will also be the o·ecipienls of excellent edn 'ationa! advantages and careful home training.
1\Ir. Jackson is a stalwart Repulolican. He has
served his village as a memuer of the School Board,
of which he is now President, and worked for a
larger co nstituency in the State legislature, to which
he was first elected in the fall of 1887, and reelected two years Inter. He has serverl on the Game,
Agriculture, Pikes and other committees, being at
pr~sent one of the committee of Investigation of
the State Buard of Pardons. He was the author of
the present game law, which is considered one of
th e best on the statute book. He is now Colonel
of the Greene County Battalion, Grand Army of
tloe Republic. The family attend and support the
United Presbyterian Church, although Mr. Jackson
does not hold membership.
We invite the attention of our many readers to
a handsome portrait of Mr. Jackson in this work.

W

ILLIAM DIEHL, a retired merchant in
Springfield, Clark County, was born in
Reinheim, Prussia, November 28, 1819.
His father, John Justus Diehl, was a farmer. His
mother, whose maiden name was Catharine Finger,
died when our subject was but seven years old.
In 1832 the father emigrated with bis family to
America, landing in the city of Baltimore, Md. He
came dio·ectly to Auglaize County, Ohio, where Indian s were yet numerous, and settled on the new
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farm where be diet! eighteen months later. The
parental household included six ebilclren, all- of
whom grew to maturity. Three are yet living.
Tbe education of young Diehl was begun in his
native land an<! completed in this connt•·y, where
he attended the common schools and that ~t Springfield . At the age of sixteen years he began to
learn tbe trade of a coppersmith in Dayton, where
be served an apprenticeship of four years during
which he became a master . of all branches of the
business. He then worked as a journeyman until
1841 when he located at Springfield and started in
the coppersmith and tinner's trade. After a time
he sold out his shop and for five years was connected with a grocery and feed bouse. In 1872 he
started in the iron and hard ware business in Black's
Opera House on West Main Street. There he carried on tbe business two years when he removed to
his present st:.nd on West Main, No. 42, where he
continued the business until 1885, when be gave
it to his two sons. The latter are cvntinuing a
successful trade which was established and built
up by their father.
In 1844 1\Ir. Diehl was united in marriage with
l\liss Catherine Frankenberg, a native of Germa11y,
who died leaving one son, W. W., who married
Miss Annettie Z:tmmart. In Novembe1·, 1850, Mr.
Diehl led to tbe bymeneal altar his second wife,
llliss Anna M. Romshe, of A~glaize County, Ohio.
She is a daughter of Justus and Margaret (Michael)
Romshe. She has borne four children, three of
whom are now living: Anna M. is the wife
of J . P. Albin; Clara C. married C. 1\f. Hubbard,
of Columbus; George A. married Miss Anna Ross.
1\'! r. Diehl began his career in life without means,
but by energy and industry has accu mulated a large
property which enables him to spend his declining
years without the necessity for toi l or anxiety. His
large brick residence was built in 1864 and he has
also built over forty dwellings and business houses
in the city. He is one of the stockholders in tue
Springfield National Bank. He was Appraiser on
the Board of Equalization fourteen years. He was
formerly an old line Whig, his first Presidential
ballot having been cast for Henry Clay. Upon the
disintegration of· the Whig party he fell into the
Repub!ic-.m ranks and his last vote was given to
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Gen. Harrison , our present President. Both himself and wife belong to the First Lutheran Church
of which l1e is a liberal supporter. In Ap1·il , 1887,
he and his wife made a trip to bis old home in
Europe, spending some time amid the scenes of his
boyhood and visiting various points of interest.

AVJD B. HUSTON. This gentleman is a
representative of one of the oldest and
~
mostyro~incnt fam ilies of Greene County
and ts btmself one of the most publicSf'irited and enterprising of men. He is also one
of. the most goc1d natured individuals to be met
with in this section of country, and one whose
energy has not prevented his enjoying life and its
reasonable pleasures. He is now retired from agricultural pursuits which he followed for years, and
is occupying a beautiful home in Osborn.
Before outlining the life history of out· su hject
it will not be amiss to devote a brief space to the
family of which he is so worthy a reprcsent:ltive.
His grandfather, Judge David Hn ston , was born in
Pennsylvania . At the begin ning of the nineteenth
centtuy he settled in Beaver Creek Township, this
county, ns one of the very first pioneers, entering
land which be cleared and made into a nicely improved farm. His large estate was eight miles from
Xenia. In addition to his ·agricultural labors he
practicerl law to some extent, and having become
Probate Junge of the county occupied that position for twenty-seven years. He was one of the
most prominent and iuliuential citizens of Greene
County. In politics be was a strong Whig.
To Judge David Huston and bis wife, at their
home in this county, in 1805, a son was born who
was called Israel and who at a suitable age became
a farmer. When twenty-one years old he located
in Mad River Township, Montgomery County,
buymg one hundred and ofty acres of land upon
which he made bis home. He finally bought a mill
on Holtz Creek, wbich he operated five years before
his death, which occurre<l in 1846. He was a member of the Presbyterian Church. He married Miss
Elizahctb !Iarsbrnann, who was born in Mad River
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Township, Montgomery County, was educated at
Dayton, and died on the old homesto.ail in 1884.
She also belongeil to the Presbyterian Church; she
was the mother of seven children, the subject of
this sketch being the third born; Susan, the eldest
child, now lives in Dayton and is the wife of
W. R. S. Ayers; Mary, 1\lrs. Harris, died in i\Iacl
River Township; Jane, Mrs. l\Ioore, lives in Brooklyn, N.Y.; Hat-riet, l\Irs. Harbine, lives in Dayton;
Emily, Mrs. Huffman, ilied in that city; Joseph
resides in Ma•l River. The latter spent three years
iluring the Civil \Var as a member of an Ohio
regiment.
The maternal grandfather of onr subject was the
Hon. Jonathan Harshmann, a native of 1\faryland,
and a distiller by occupation. About tile year 1800
he located in .Mad River Township, Montgomery
County, Ohio, entel"ing forty acres of lan<l and
engaged in hand distilling. Soon afterwarrl he sold
and located where the town of Harshmannville
now stands. the place havi ng been named for him.
He built a grist, saw, and oil mill on the Mad River
and ran them in connection with tile distillery and
also carried on a store there. He was one of tile
most successful men of the county and became the
owner of about one tllousand acres of improved
land which he rented. He also carried on a drygooils store in Dayton. His title was derived from
his snrvicc in the State Legislature. He was an
active member of the Reformecl Church. In 1853
he breathed his last.
The gentleman with who•e name we introdnce
this sketch was born in Mad River Township,
Montgomery Connty, April 15, 1830. He was
reared on the fat·m and had the ad vantage of atten<ln.nce at good common schools until eigllteen
years old when he entered t.be Dayton High School,
continuing his studies there for n year. He had
carried on the farm after his father's death, and
when twenty-one years olil to'Jk charge of the estate on shares, continuing to follow an agricultural
life on the home place until 1870. He then crossed
the line into Greene County and bought fifty-six
acres of land adjoining Fairfield, to which he subsequentJy adiled a thirty-four aere tract adjoining.
On this farm of ninety acres of improved land he
carrieil on farming and stock-raising, being very

successful in both grain and stock. l-Ie finally
renteil his farm but continued to resiile upon it
until the spr ing of 1889, when he bought a house
in Osborn anil became a dweller in the town. He
has remodeled the residence which he purchased
and bas made of it a convenient and attractive
placce of abode.
The marriage of 1\Ir. Huston and Miss Elizabeth
S. Hagenbuch was celebrated in Bath Township
.1\Iay 30, 1854. The bride was born in Lehigh
County, Pn., and is a <laughter of Stephen Hagenbuch, who came to this county about 1835, engaging in hotel-keeping at Fairfield. Later he became
a farmer here and finally removeil to Dayton,
where he resided until bis death. Mrs. Huston is
the mother of two chilrlren, in whose character
anrl attainments she has taken a laudable pride.
lila M. still gladdens her parents' hearts by her
presence at home; Hattie attended Antioch College
at Yellow Springs; she died at her home in Osborn
in June, 1889, but a short time before she was to
have been graduated.
Mr. Huston is an active member of the Reformed
Church at Fairfield, and has ever been interesteil
in movements which promise to benefit the community. He is a stanch Repuolican; he has served
as a juryman on various occasions. He has been
blesseil with worldly prosperity and is able to surround himself and- f~;'mily with the comforts and
many of the lnxuries of life, to share in the good
works of his fellow·men and take reasonable enjoyment in life.

&

U T HER F. YOUNG, Police Judge of
Springfield,has already won an enviable reputation among his professional brethren as
a lawyer of pronounced ability, whose legal attainments amply qualify him for t!le ltiglt position he
has attained thus early in his career at the bar. He
is an honor to this his native city; where he was
born November 16, 1856. Lewis Young, his father,
was born in Miildletown, Frederick County, l\1d.,
a son of Daniel Young, wbo was a native of the
same town, while his father, Conrad Young, was of

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.
German birth. He came to America in the last
century, and located in Middletown, Md., and the
farm that he then purchased is still in the family,
owned and occupied by his grandson, Jacob Young.
He passed his remaining years in the home that he
established there. The grandfather of our subject
was reared to agricultural pursuits on the homestead where he was born. In 1840 he visited Ohio,
makipg the entire journey both ways on horseback.
In 1851 he revisited this State, and bought n large
farm of three hundred and twenty acres in Springfield Township, of which two hun<'lred acres were
clenred. He continued his residence on his Maryland farm until 1864, when he came to Clark
County, and l.Jought a home adjoining the far m
that he had previously pnrchased, and there his
death occurred December 4, 1886, at the venerable
age of ninety-one years. The maiden name of his
wife was Elizabeth Bowlus. She was born in Middletown, M<i., and <"lied there in 1858. She was the
mother of thirteen children, ten of whom were
reared to maturity. The father of our subjwt was
bred to agricultural pursuits, and continued to live
in his native town until 1852, when he came to
Springfield and settled o n the farm that his fath er
bad purchased hers the year before. He was actively engaged in its management until 1867, when
he returned to Maryland and bought a farm in the
town of his birth, anct made his home there until
rleath ended his mortal career September 7, 1882.
The maiden name of th~ mother of our su hject was
Elizabeth Arnold, and she was born near Burl<ittsville, Frederick County, Md., her father, Peter
Arnolcl, being a native of the same county, and , it
is thought, of English descent. Mrs. Young is still
living on the home farm in Maryland . With the
exception of our subject, her children, Calvin, Albert, Alice and -M ary live with her.
The son, of whom we write, was the second child
of the fa mily. As soon as large enough he assisted
in the farm work when not attencl.ing the district
school, where be glean~d his early eclucation.
When bnt a boy in his teens, he went to work in a
machine shop, and cl.esirous to obtain more learning, be carefully savecl his earnings, and eventually
bacl. enough money to pay his way through college
and became a student at Wittenberg, where be
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ctevolecl hims<·lf ass irluously to his studies, attaining good mnk in his classes, and was graduated in
1882. His ambition pointed to the bar, and he at
once en tercrl upon the study of law with J. K.
Mower, ancl in 1885 was admitted to practice in
the comts of tb1s State. He opened at once in this
city, and en tered upon his pl"Ofessional career, in
which he bas met with such gratifying success. In
1887 he was selected to fill th e position of Police
Judge, as it was seen that he had qualities that peculiarly fitted him for the place, and so well dirl he
administer the affairs of the office, that he was reclecterl to the same position in 1889, and the fact
that he ran ahead of the ticket shows his great popularity. H e presides with dignity and tact over
the proceed ings of the court, and his decisions are
marked witl.I even justice, witl.I a thorough knowledge of the law ns applierl to the class of criminals
that are tried under his jurisd icti on, and he is inflexible in the discharge of his official duties, an d
it is conceded by all parties is incorruptible. He
is a man of social prominence, ancl is a valued member of Clark Lodge, No. 101 , A. F. & A . M.; of
Springfielcl. Chapter, No. 48, R. A. M., and of
Springfield Council, No. 17, R. & S. l\1.
Judge Young was united in marriage with Miss
Annie Baker in 1885, anrl thus secured the sympathy and encouragement of a true wife. Mrs.
Young was born in Frederick County, l\Id., and is
a daughter of Jacob and Rachel Baker.

·-,
~J

AMES FLEMING has for many years been
: prominently identi fied with the civic life of
I Clark County, and uf Springfield at va~=~ rious times, and for a periocl of twelve
years he has held the responsible office of Snperintenrlent of the Clark County Infirmary, a position
for which his executive ability, calm judgment,
resolute will, tempered by a kindly spirit, eminently fit him .
Our subject is a native of Pennsylvania, born
in Westmoreland County, April 18, 182-5, but,
coming here while in his childhood, be was reared
amid pioneer influences to a stalwart and self-
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reliant manhood. Archibald :Fleming, his father,
was born in Virgmia, and went to Pennsylvania
witu his pa•·ents, who located in Indiana County,
and t.here be was married. After that important
event in his life he moved to IVestmoreland
County, and lmying a farm devotect himself to agricultural pursuits. He dealt extensively in stock,
which was driven to the Philadelphia, Baltimore
or New York markets, as there were no railways in
those days. In 1833 be determinect to try life in
the more newly seLtled regions of Ohio, and with
his wife anrl tive children made his way to the
Ohio with a team, and at Wheeling embarked, team
and all, on a flatboat, and floated down the Ohio to
Cincinnati, and from there proceeded with the
team to Logan Count.y, where he died a few
months later, while yet in life's p1·ime, and the
p10neers of that section of Ohio were thus depri veri of t.he aid of a capable, shrewd, far-siguted
By this serious blow to the family the
man.
mother of onr subject was left a widow with the
care of five children, but she was a noble type of
the resolute, self-sacrificing, capable pioneer women who aided their fathers, husbands, sons and
brothers in the upbuilding of this commonwealth,
and she bravely shouldered her burden and kept
the little band together till they were all ai.Jle to
support themselves. She came to Clark County,
and located in Springfield Township, where she
rented land, and with the aid of her children tilled
the soil, and by various means contrived to support the family. She spent her last years an honore4 inmate in the home of our subject, dying
here in 1875, at a ripe old age. Her maiden name
was l\Iargaret >Valker, and she was Lorn in Indiana County, Pa.
She was the mother of six
('bildren, five of whom grew to manhoocl anct womanhood, as follows: James, Eliza, Priscilla, Robert nod Andrew.
The son, of whom we write, was a child of eight
years when he came to this county, nnd at nine
yenn of age the sturdy, bright, self-helpful little
lad began to assist his mother in supporting the
family, and fl'Om that time went out to work on a
farm till he was twenty years old, except in the
winter, when he attended school, and I.Jy hard
study gleaned a good, practical education. There

were no free schools here then, so he was oi.Jliged
to earn the money to pay his way in the subscription schools. At the age of twenty he apprenticed
himself to a plasterer to leam that trade, and then
carried it on in this city on his own aecount
till 1853, when he was elected constable, and had
to devote his time to maintaining order among the
unruly element of the place. In 1855 he was
obliged to resign the office on account of ill-h!lalth,
and he went to California, hoping to recuperate
under the influence of its salubrious climate. He
went by the way of New York and the Isthmus,
landing at San Francisco, and making his way to
the mountains, where he spent a year in mining.
But his health did not improve, and he returned
to this city, and subsequently established himself
as a contractor in the line of his trade.
He engaged in I.Jusiness till 1860, when he was elected
~heriff of the connty, on the Republican ticket.
He held that office fvur years, making a very efficient anct popular official, and was a potent factor
in preserving the pence, in enforcing the Jaw,
and bringing offenders to justice, besides these
onel'Ous duties, those of Civilian Provost Marshal
devolved upon him, as be held that office at the
same time. In the winter of 1865 he was appointed ~Jay or of Springfield, to fill a vacancy,
and in the following spring was electecl, anrl so
able was his administration of civic affairs that his
fellow-citizens would have liked to retain him in
the office, but tile state of his health obliged him
to decline renomination, and he was compelled to
resign his position before the expiration of the
term for which he was elected. He went to Northern Minnesota to recuperate, and was there seven
months, and then was appointed paymaster at
Hasting~. Minn., of the Hastings & Red River
Railroad, and served in that capacity one year,
and then tcok cllarge of a passenger train as a conductor, and held that position till 1869. In that
year he returned to Sprin~field, and soon after
was appointed Assistant United States llfarshal, to
assist in taking the United States census of 1870. In
the spring of 1871 he was appointed Chief of Police of Springfield, and nuder his vigorous and
wise management this branch of the city government became. remarkably efficient. He remained
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at the head of the force five years.
He subsequently accepted a position as one of the general
agents of the Superior Drill Company, and was
with them till 1878, when he was appointed
Superintendent of the Clark County Infirmary,
and is still an incumbent of the office. He is
found to be tbe right man in the right place in
this position, as under his careful supervision the
institution is always in perfect 1unning order, its
affairs are always in good shape, and he looks carefully after the comforts of the inmates, among
whom he maintaius perfect discipline, as they understand that his word is law.
Mr. Fleming was married in November, 1845,
to Miss Sarah Mcintire, a native of this city, ancl
a daughter of Samuel and Margaret Mcintire, pioneers of Springfield. In ·his wife, our subject has
an invalualJie coadjutor in his work, and one to
whom he may justly attribute a part of his success
!n its prosecntion.
They have one son , James.
Mr. and Mrs. Fleming at·e members of tlu! High
Street Methodist Episcopal Church, and generously
r;ontribute to its support, and are interesterl in all
its good works. Mr. Fleming is identified with
the Masonic order, as a member of Clark Lodge,
No. 101; and of Palestine Comm~tndery, No. 33,
K. T.; of Springfield Chapter, No. 48, R. A. M.;
Springfield Council, No. 17, R . & S. l\L; and also
of the Society of A. A., Scottish Rite, 18th degree·.

~

SAAC

MILTON SPINING, decease<l, was
born in Springfield, Ohio, September 15,1813,
and there breathed his last March I, 1878. He
was reared in this city, receiving as thorough an
education as could be obtained in iLs schools, and
supplemented his education in the college Rt Oxford, Ohio. Mr. McGuffey, the school-book editor,
V"aS his uncle. After he had grown to man's
estate he engaged in the hard ware bnsiness at FindJay, Hancock County, making that city his home
for some years. He then returned to his native
place, bought property and built a residence east
of the city, where he lived retired until his death.
The residence was erected during the war, since
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which time the city limits have been extended far
beyond it, and instead of being in the country, as
it once was, it is now surrounded by fine dwellings. It is now occupied by Mrs. Spining and her
youngest son, and No. 736 East High Street is
known to a large circle as a home of refinement
and good cheer.
The marriage of the late Mr. Spini ng took place
January 5, 1851, his bride being Miss Harriet L.
Taylor, a native of Hardwick, Vt. Her father,
Pascal Taylor, was born in the same town, his
father being .John Taylor, who was an officer in
the Custom House in Boston during the Revolution, and was killed while serving his 0ountry.
The fathet· of Mrs. Spining learned the trade of a
ship-builder, and removing to Cleveland in 1837,
be carried on the business there until his death.
His wife was Miss Mary Sweet, a native of Han·
over, N. H. , who died in 1838. To Mr. and Mrs.
Spining five children were bom- .Tohn is a farmer
living in Conway Springs, Sumner County, Kan.;
Pierson T., M.D., is now teaching Natural Sciences
in tbe Springlleld High School; William is a
druggist at Pern, Ind.; Carrie marriecl William
DeY any , and lives in Chattanooga, Tenn.; Arthur
remains at home.

Were this volume to be read only by those personally acquainted with Mr. and Mrs. Spining
anrl their children, it wonlrl be unnecessary to
speak of their character; but the purpose of a bio·
graphical album is to leave a record for the instruc.
tion and enconragement of those w!Jo follow, and
perpetuate the memories of worthy citizens. We
must therefore note that this couple have marie
many friends by their upright conduct, kindliness
of heart, and interest in every good word and
work, and that the death of l\lr. Spining was
heard with regret by a wi,le circle. He was a
member of the Second Presbyterian Church, with
which his wife and all their children are id'entified.
Mr. Spining was of honorable ~>ncestry, his
grandfather having been Judge Isaac Spining, one
of the earliest settlers in t~e Buckeye State. This
gentleman located near Dayton, in Montgomery
County, when there were neither railroads nor
canals, and all produce was taken down the Miami
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and Ohio Rivers to New Orleans. On one occasion he huilt a flatboat at what is now the hea<l of
Main Street, Dayton, and floated it rlown to Kew
Orleans, where he shipped his cargo on a sailingvessel to Boston, taking passage on the same boat.
After d isposing of bis flour at the Hub he went to
Philadelphia, and there bought a stock of goods,
returning to his home without unnecessary delay,
yet havillg been absent six months. His wife was
Catherine Pierson, and both spent their last years
in Montgomery County.
The father of I. l\L ~pining was born in E lizabethtown, N . •J., and christened by bis motbcr's
maiden name. He was quite young when his parents removed to Ohio, and after he grew to manhood he became a merchant in l\liclilletown,
Montgomery County. There hP. married l\Iiss
Mary Schooley, in 1812, the next year corning to
Springfield, anrl opening the first dry-goods house
in this city. He bought his goods in Philadelphia,
and in going there took the quickest and easiest
way-i e., on borseback. He was lame, and alway s
rode a side saddle. His goods were tmnsporte<l
across the mountains by teams, and thence conveyed down the Ohio River to Cincinnati, where
teams were again brought into requisition to bring
them to their destination. Tbe freight from Philadelphia was $6 per bunclred.
Pierson Spining was very successful and accumulated a large fortune, at one time owning the
greater part of the land now included in Springfield. In 1830 he erected a la•·ge hotel building,
for that period , known as the Buckeye House,
which be operated for a time. He finally became a
contractor on pu ulic works, by which he lost
heavily, a large part of his fortune being swept
away. In 1827 he built a fine dwelling on East
High Street, opposite the l\Iethodist Episcopal
Church, wh ere he died in 1857. He was Justice of
the Peace some years, and a man of note in this
sect.ion of tbc country, esteemed as an honorable
and energetic business man and reliable citizen.
His wife was born in New Jersey, Janua•·y 28,
1790, and during the same year her parents emigrated to the Northwest Territory, settling in
Columbia about five miles east of Cincinnati. Her
father bnilt a flatboat at Browns ville, Pa., and floated

down the river to Columbia, a point on the Ohio
River a short distance above the pr~sent site of
Cincinnati. Indian8 were numerous and not always
peaceable, 9nd the few white families there at the
time erected a block-house, into which they gathered for protection from their savage foes. The
mother of our subject was thus nearly a life-long
resident of the Buckeye State, her death having
taken place iu Dayton, in February, 18i7.

.··
G

EORGE W. ALT is the owner and occupant of a snug farm in Springfield Township,
Clark County, comprising eighty acres of
section 14. Although not so lnrge as many estates
in the township, iL is sufficient to produce a comfortable income and afford an outlet for the physical energies of the owner. The reputation of ·
this gentleman is a most excellent one, and, what
is not always the case, is borne out by bis stel"ling
qualities, his firm principles, and the part which he
bears in political, educational and benevolent
movem ents in the county. Anxious to ad vance
the interests of the section which bas been hi~
home for many years, he tal;es an active part in
movements which promise success in that direction, while not neglecting his more personal
affairs.
The parents nf our subject were born in Harper's
Ferry, Va. , and were Adam ancl Maria (Drew) Alt.
About the year of 1816 they came to the Buckeye
State, a few months later settling in Moorefield
Township, Clark County. They had a family of
ten chilrlren, of wllom George W. is the eldest.
They continued to live in the county until their
death, but removed fi"Om Moorefield to Springfield
Township.
George W . Alt opened llis eyes to the light January 19, 1820, in Moorefield Township, accompanying his parents to Springfield Township about the
time he entered his teens, and growing to manhood
here, where he lias since resided. He learned the
trarle of a carpenter, but after following it for
fourteen years, gave his attention to the pursuit of
agriculture.
\.
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Mr. Alt has held some of the school offices, an<l
was a Director of the Infirmary for nine consecutive years. In politics, he is a stanch Republican,
and active in his efforts to promote the growth of
the party. He is a member of the English Lutheran
Church, with which he became identified in 1870,
and among whose members he holds high standing.
The first marriage of Mr. Alt was celebrate<! at
the home of the brirle, Miss Jane Woods, in
Springfield Township, January 9, 1845. Mrs. Alt
was a nhtive of Clark County, a worthy woman
with whom our oubject lived happily until 1860,
when she was called from time to eternity. She
had borne her husband six children, two of whom
-Joseph an<l Martha-are decease<!. Amanda is
the wife of Charles Woods ; John is an engineer in
Spring-fie!'!; Frank is a farmer; and Charles is a
resirlent of Springfield.
Some years after the death of his. first compan_ion Mr. Alt became the husband of. Mrs. M-a ry
Jane Moody, -widow of Peter Moody, who died
while in the service of his country _in 1863. The
present Mrs_ Alt was born in Greene County, November 8, 1825, and by her first husband became
the mother of three· children, two of whom are
now dead. The living child, Sarah, is the wife of
Ogden MeCord. Mrs. Alt belongs to the English
Lutheran •Church ; in mind and d isposition sbe is a
fit companion for our subject, and her useful habits
and Christian principles redound to her cre<lit
wherever she is known.

HOMAS C. WILSON. This aged veteran
of eight_v. four years forms one of the landmarks of li:Ioorefield Township, and one
whose industry and fl'Ogality have enabled him to
accumulate a reasonable amount of this world's
goods. As a fitting reward for a life of labor we
now finrl him surrounded with all of the comforts
and many of the luxuries of life-the owner of an
elegant residence and spending his declining years
in one of the finest homes of Clark County. He
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has made for bimself a good reeord a8 a man and a
citizen, whose name will be held in kindly remembrance long after he has been gathered to his
fathers.
The native place of our su hject was Mercer
County , Ky., and the date of his birth September
11, 1806. His immediate progenitors were James
and Anna (Cleland) Wilson, the father a native of
Virginia and the mothet· of 1\Iaryland. This branch
of the great Wilson family was originally of ScotchIrish descent nnd the patern-al grandfather of our
subject distinguished himself as a gallnnt soldier of
the Revolutiona1·y War. His son James was reared
and marrit<l in his native f:itaie_and after becoming
the father. of seHral c!:tildren emigrated with his
little family to Ohio, traveling the entire distance
with a wagon and hor-~es and locating in Greene
County.
He brought with him his household
goods and his cattle, swimming the latter acrOtiS
the river and camping out wherever night overLoo_k them.
After a residence in Greene County of about
three years the father of our subject removed to
Champaign County, -w here the mother died m 1833.
Mr. Wilson only stirvivcd bis wife about four
years, his death taking place in 1837. There had
been born to them a family of eleven children, five
pf whom are living: Rebecca·, the widow of ,John
Osborn, is a resident of Cbampaign County and is
now_in the eighty eighth ye_a r of her age; Elizabeth,
also a ·widow and 'Vho married Edward Osborn,
likewise lives in Champaign County and is eightysix years old; Thomas C. was the next oldest;
PhilipS. is also a resident of Champaign County;
David sought the farther West and is now located
in Dubuque, Iowa.
James Wilson was one of the eal'liest pioneers of
this part of the State and enrlured many harrlships
during the first few _years uf his settlement _in Clark
County. As a boy he was studiously inclined and
managed to obtain a very good education in the
primitive schools. He finally developed into a
teacher· and was one of the first pedagogues of the
Buckeye State. He was a man of· strong character
and decided views and exerted a sensible influence
in the affairs of his community.
Thomas C. Wilson of whom we write spent his
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boyhood amid the wild scenes of pioneer life and
grew up healthy in mind ancl body, well fitted for
the duties which lay before him. While deprive<l
of the advantages enjoyeci by the young men of
to-day he, at an early age, learned self-dependence
and as soon as reaching his majority struck out for
himself and began working as a farm hand at $7
per month and his board. Dudng the winter
season he worked and boarded himself for $11 per
month. He was thus occupied for several years
and then began renting land following this successfully until 1842. Then having accumulated a
little capital he settled on a small farm neat· the
present site of Moorefield village which remained
his home for a period of seventeen years. He tllen
took possession of the land which he now owns and
occupies, settling upon it in 1856. It presented
then a widely different appearance from that of today und under careful cultivation and good management has becomn one of the most valuable and
productive fat·ms in ibis part of the State. l\Ir.
Wilson labored assiduously for many years in developing his land, making fences, setting out fruit
and shade trees, erecting buildings, gathering together his farm machinery and providing his family
with a comfortable living besides educating his
children.
On the 19th of March, 1835, Mr. Wilson took
unto himself a wife and helpmate, Miss Jane Baldwin, the wedding being eelebrated at the bride's
home in this township. Mrs . Wilson was born in
Berkeley County, Va., December 19, !SOL and was
the daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth (Wilson)
Baldwin. Of this union there were born three
children, all of whom are living, viz.: Elizabeth,
the wife of Thomas Kennedy, of :\Ioorefield Township; James B. Jiving with his father and Mary .J.,
the widow of Evan Price. l\Irs. Price has two
sons: Evan and James B.
The landed estate of Mr. Wilson comprises three
hundred and forty acres which property he has accumulated largely by ilis own unaided efforts. Mrs.
Wilson after remaining the faithful and "ffectionate
companion of her husband for over forty years,
departed this life at the homestead November 20,
1875. She was a devoted wife and mother and
greatly respected among the people of her commu-

nity. Mr. Wilson, politically, is a sound Republican. Before tile organization of this party he was
an old-line Whig and in 1840 cast his Presidential
vote for Gen. William H. Harrison. He has never
missed voting for President since reaching his majority and almost without exception has fulfilled
his duty at the polls upon the occasion of every
election in his township. In religion he is a Presbyterian and in bygone years held the office of
Deacon in his church. While uniformly successful
as a financier and a farmer, be has in common with
most meu, experienced some losses, the heaviest being May 28, 1878, when his residence, with most of
its contents, was destroyed by fire. Soon afterward,
however, he erected that which he now occupies.
This is built in the modern style of architecture,
is handsomely ~nisbed and furnished and with its
surroundings indicates the cultured tastes and ample. means of the proprietor. A portrait of the
venerable Mr. Wilson is shown on another page of
this volume.

ENRY BECHTLE, deceased. This name
is known and honored throughout Clark
County as that of one of the foremost of
the pioneers of this section of Ohio, who
had a hand in laying the solid foundation upon
which has been erected tile superstructure of its
present wealth and prosperity, and though his
earthly career closed more than half a centmy ago
his memory is still held in reverence in Springfielci,
of which he was an early settler, and for which be
did much. His mantle has falien upon worthy
successors, and it gives ns pleasure to represent the
family in this biographical volume.
A native of Maryland, Mr. Bechtle was born
four and one-half miles from Hagerstown, May 27,
17!!2. He was of German antececlents, and the
first of his progenitors to come to tilis country was
Jacob Bechtle, a native of the city of Manheim,
Germany. He came to America in Colonial times,
while yet a single man, and settled on ',be banks of
the Schulkill River in Pennsylvania, casting in his
lot with t)le early settlers of that vicinity, and there
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he was married and reared a family of three sons
to animate those who went forth to do battle with
and one daughter. The next in line of descent
the foreign invaders. She and another young lady,
Miss Margat·et Wallace, a sister of David and Robwas his son Samuel, who married and reared a
ert Wallace, of Cincinnati, made a flag, worked
family of four sons-Jacob, Samuel, M:wtin and
their names in the corner of it, and presented it to
Chl'istian. Mar~in, the grandfather of our subject,
a company of soldiers, and it undoubtedly inspired
was born neat· Philadelphia, August 28, 1742,
them to deEds of valor. The flag. is now preand December 7, 1764, married Veronica Schuaubserved as a sacred relic by the Pioneer Association
lin. Her father was a native of Switzerl!md, and
of Cincinnati.
her mother, whose maiden name was Everly, was a
At the time of his marriage Mr. Bechtle engaged
German by ·birth. Martin Bechtle and his wife
in the wholesnle and retail dry-goods business at
reared a family of nin~ children. l-Ie was a farmer,
Cincinnati. In 1818 he bought about one thousand
and spent his last years near Hagerstown , M,l. ,
acres of land in Springfield Township, a part of
where he died from the effects of tile bite of some
which is now included in the eity, but he still convenomous insect May 15, 1801, at the age of fiftytinued his business in Cincinnati till 1826, when he
nine years and nine months. His wife did not
removed to Springfield, and from t!Jat time delong survive him, but died October 5,1802, in her
voted himself to the improvement of his land, and
sixty-lirst year, and both now lie sleeping their last
the operation of his mill which was located thereon,
sleep on tlle old homestead in i\hryland.
and he there made his borne till death closed his
The father of our subject was reared and educabusy life Fe!Jnuu-y 9, 1839. Clark County was
ted in his native State, anil in 1802 star~ed on
thus deprived of one of its most valued citizens, a
horseback with Gen. Bronson for a westwaril tour,
man whose energy of charactet·, keen foresight, ar.d
traveling through the intervening wild country to
rare judgment in business affairs gave him great
Arkansas. He had studied civil engineering, anQ
influence, and made him an important element in
in that State was engaged in assisting in laying out
the upbuilding of this section of the country. He
the counties. After stopping there a few months
accumulated a handsome fortune, and besides the
he returned to i\faryland, but was not contented to
large and valunhle estates he owned here he was
stay there, however, after having experienced the
interested in landed property in Illinois, he having
excitement of life on the Western frontier, and
entered from the Government the land upon which
seen so much of tbe country, with which be was
Mound City, Pulaski County, is now built, and a
very favorably impressed, and in 1804 he took np
portion of which is still in the possession of his !Jeirs.
his abode in Cincinnati. He established himself in
business as a dealer in flour and countt·y produce, ·Mr. Bechtle was an influence in local politics, was a
building or buying barges, and loading them with
strinch adherent of the Democratic party, anrl was
produce and then floating them down to New Ornn ardent a<lmirer of Gen. ,Jackson. He was a genleans. After disposing of his freight in that city
tl~~an of much culture, of great geniality, was very
he wquld sell his barges, and buying a horse, would
hospitable, and had a large circle of friends, and
make his way home · on borsedack, that, being the
entertained most uf the noted men of his day at his
most expeditious mode of travel in those days. In
home, Henry Clay anil Gen. Harrison being among
1816 Mr. Bechtle took ttn imprwtantstcp in his life,
his friends and fr~quent guests. His devoted wife
which contributed much. to bis after happiness, as
survived him mauy years, her death occurring at a
in that year he was united in marriage with Miss
venerable age in 1869. Eight children were born
Elizabeth Perry, a most estimable w.oman, who was
of their marriage, six of whom were reared Lo mahorn near Lexington , Ky., and was a daughter of
turity, as fo!lows: Sarah; Mary, who marrie·iJ
Capt. Perry, a near relative of Commodore Perry.
Guy H. Kincaid, and lives in Ripley, Brown
She inherited a good shat·e of the patriotic spirit
County; Eliza, who married James 0. Edwarcls,
of ber gallant relative, the brave Commodore, and
and is now deceased; Perry ; Henry, the youngest,
when the War of 1812 broke out did all sue could
who is deceased. Sarah, the oldest of the family,
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inherited fine personal qualities, a pleasant disposition, generous habits, and kincl!y manners, and is in
every way worthy of the respect accorned to a lady
of her position and social standing. She owns a
part of the old homestead, and here she and her
brother have built up a beaLltiful and sightly home.
Perry Bechtle was born in Springfield Township,
March 10, 1827, and received an excellent education in the city schools. He inherited in a full degree his father's financial talent and shrewd business capacity, and under hi5 excellent management
the property that descended to him from his
fatheT's large estate bas in no wise deteriorated in
value. In 1857 be sold the present site of Mound
City to a stock company for $100,000, with characteristic foresight retaining $40,000 worth of
stock in the company, and he still owns quite a
number of lots there, which have greatly increased
in value with the growth of the city. Mr. Bechtle
takes an active interest in politics, and uses his inJluence in favor of the Republican party, as he
rleems its policy the safest in the guidance of N atianal affairs. As before stated he occupies a part
of the old homestead with his sister, anrl here be
erected a hand•ome brick residence, in 1857, which
is beautifully located on a high point of grounrl in
the southwestern part of his estate, and commands
a lovely view of the city and surrounding country.
He has one son, Hany Perry Bechtle, who is a resident of this city.

e

HARLES A. BAUER, General Manager of
the great Champion Reaper, 1\lower& Binder
~ Works of the Warder, Bushnell & Glessner
Company at Springtielil, and a partner in the concern, is one of Springfield's most valued citizens.
He is a native of Wurtemhurg, Germany, and in
1852 his father's family, consisting of the fa tiler,
mother and. four children (Charles A. being the
tliird in order of birth and at. the t.ime five years
of age) sailed for New Orleans in which city, after
a lapse of but ten mouths, the father fell a victim
to yellow fever. Thus Mrs. Bauer, the mother, a
stranger in a strange land, found herself in peen\\ \
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liarly trying circumstances, the situation being aggravated by the depressing influences of a raging
and devastating epidemic, the little means originally
possessed by the family having wasted away by
the expenses of travel and illness; but with that
true courage and fortitude which have ever been
characteristic of the German people, she resolved
to seek a healthier home in the North and in 1853
arrived in Cincinnati, this State, where she yet
resides.
At the age of eleven years Mr. Bauer was given
employment in the pyrotechnic manufactory ot H.
P. Diehl. In 1861 he became an apprentice to the
gunsmithing business. In 1864 he entered the
shops of Miles, Greenwood & Co., as a practical
machinist, devoting his leisure hours to the study
of mathematics and applied mechanics. So rapid
and substantial was his progress in these lines that
in 1867 he was called to the Ohio Mechanics' Institute as a teacher of mechanical drawing and
appliecl mechanics.
In 1871 he vacated this
position to become Superintendent of the great
Niles Tool Works at Hamilton, Ohio. Resigning
this position in turn, in 1873, be assumed the duties
of consulting engineer for Lane & Bod ley at Cincinnati.
In 1875 Mr. Bauer was tendered the position of
Assistant Superintendent of the Champion, Bar &
Knife Company's Works at Springfield and in 1878
he was promoted to full superintendency of the
same concern. In 1883 he became General Manager of the Warder, Bushnell & Glessner Reaper &
Mower Works at Springfield, and in 1886 when the
concern was incorpomted, he became one of the
P"rtners and stockholders, retaining his position
as General 1\lanager. He bas served for several
years as a Trustee of the Water Works and Springfield Savings Bank, and is a Director in utber corporations.
In 1868 Mr; Bauer was married to Miss Louise
Haeseler who came to America with her parents
ftom ~t. Goar, Prussia, in 18,51. Mrs. Bauer is n
lady of refinement and culture and of superior
social qualities. They have three children: Charles'
L., William A. and Louis E. and reside in a very
beautiful and commodious home at No. 383
East High, Springfield's finest residence avenue.
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Charles L. is a graduate of Wittenberg College and
a young man of genius and fine accomplishments,
including music, and is Conductor of the Springfield Grand Orchestra. William, a student of Wittenberg Coliege, is also a talented musician.
Mr. Bauer is a close and thorough student aml
occupies a high position as a mechanical engineer.
He has in his home a fine large library of technical
and standard worl<s. Few men in tile country
equal him in that peculiar faculty which enables
him to grasp and analyze great mec!Janical proh ·
lems. He occupies a place in the front rank among
Springfield's citizens and is universally esteemed
and honored.

_.,._.....~.-.......
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ENJAMIN G. RIDGEWAY. This name
represents one of the most popular young
business men of Cedarville, Greene County,
who is conducting a successful drug business,
a!'d stands high both in social and business circles.
He is the son of the well-known Charles Ridgeway,
of Yellow Springs, and wos born there April 22,
1860. He acquired his early education in the com.
mon school, but later attended Antioch College,
of which his grandfather, Charles Ridgeway, was
one of the founders in company with Horace Mann,
and he was one of the first trustees. He thus obtained several scholarships, one of which was utilized by our subject.
Grandfather Ridgeway for many years was engaged in general merchandising in Ripley, this
State, and was also in tl.te shipping trade to New
Orleans, before the days of railroails. He emigrated from Pennsy I vania to Ohio at an early day,
having been a resident of Ridgeway, which was
named in honor of the family.
From the time of leaving school the suhject of
this notice was a clerk in his father's drug store
until 1878. That year and the next he attended
the College of Pharmacy at Cincinnati. In 1880
he occupie•i himself at Johnson's, in l\Iiddetown,
and the year following was engaged in traveling for
a wholesale bouse . He was marrier! September 27,
1881, tQ Miss Marian, daughter of James B. Boyd,
~
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of Cincinnati. 1\irs. Riilgeway was born September 23,1860, in Philadelphia. Mr. Boyd upon leaving Philadelphia settled in Cincinnati. The Boyd
family was originally from New York State. Mr.
Ridgeway aftet· his marriage, traveled until February, 1882, and then established himself in the drug
business at Aberdeen, on the Ohio River. The
floods of the two succeetling years nearly ruined
them, they losing much of their stodr in trade,
besides their household furniture , including a piano
which had been presented t hem by the mother of
Mrs. Ridgeway.
Mr. Ridgeway now concluded to settle where be
would not be molested by an overflow, and accordingly removed to Cedarville and established his
present business. He carries a stock of about ~8,000, and has a fine trade. His store is handsomely
equipped, including one of the finest soda fountains
in the county. His thorough understanding of his
buoiness, and courteous treatment of his patrons,
have fully established him in the confidence and esteem of the community. The Rirlgeway family
bas always leaned toward Republicanism since the
organization of this party, but our ,subject and his
estimable wife are sound Democrats-Mrs. Ridgeway
keeping herself posted upon political matters, and
being a lady of more than ordinary intelligence. Mr.
Ridgeway was once nominated for County Recorder
and made a splendirl race,running much ahead of his
ticket, which was in the minority. He bas served
as President of the Cleveland Club, and a delegate
to the State Conventions. He was Chairman of the
delegation sent to Dayton, and w!Jich threw a solid
vote for Campbell. l\lr. Ridgeway was a Campbell
man from the start, and worked faltltfully for the
candidate. He identified himself with the Indepedent Order of Odd Fellows in 1887, and is a
member of Cedar Cliff Creek Lodge, No. 630. He
is also a member of Grace Encampment, No. 161,
Knights Militant, of .Jamestown, anrl the Canton
Valor of that place.
1\ir. Ridgeway's chug store bas the reputation oi
being the finest in the county, and he has an admirable system of keeping stock, largely his own
invention. His business occupies three floors, and
be purchases all hi• goods in tbei r original packages, using his ce liar ns a store-rool!l for Ilea vy
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good-oils,liqnors, etc., which are mostly in barrels.
A hall overhead is utilized for keeping all other
goods in their original packages, including glass,
paints in cans, and each in a department by itself.
In addition be has a small room especially fitted up
for the display of lamps, of which be keeps a fine
assortment. His retail stock is artistically arranged
with a place for everything; and everything in its
place. No patent medicines are to be seen on the
shelves, they occupying well-filled cases with glass
doors, back of the counters, and each case containing but one kinrl of medicine.
Mr. Ridgeway has an able and effident assistant
in his spirited and intelligent wife, who forms a
faithful and reliable clerk and cashier, whom he can
trust at all times, and who is per·fectly competent to
conduct the business during his absence-a business which is rarely undertaken by a lady . They
are the proud parents of a bright and interesting
boy of six years-Benny-who is named after his
father, and to whom he bears a striking resemblance.

ACOB VOLLMER, wagon-maker nnrl f~r
mer combined, and a man widely and favorably known throughout Harmony Township, Clark County, owns and operates one
hundred and thirty-two well-tilled acres on section
35, and occupies a comfortable dwelling which was
formerally the old stage tavern of the public highway, built in the primitive days. By additions and
remodelings it constitutes a snug dwelling and
with its surroundings forms one of the attractive
country homes of Clark County.
Mr. Vollmer is a native of the Buckeye State
and was born December 11 , 1840, in Muskingum
County. His immediate progenitors were John
a ud Susannah (Eberle) Vollmer, the former of
whom was a native of Wittenberg, Germany. He
"·as born June 22, 1800, and followed shoe-making in his native province where he lived until a
man of twenty-eight years. Then, in 1828, emil!rating to America, settled in Reading, Pa., where
he followed his trade until 1835. That year heremoved to Springfield, Ohio, but a short time after.

J

ward changed his residence to Zanesville and
afterward lived in the country for a time.
In 1851 the father of 0ur subject secured thirty
acres of land located three miles east of Springfield
on the National Pike and turned his attention to
far·ming. Subsequently he purchased thirty acres
more ann there made his !J.ome until his death, September G, 1876. The five children born to him and
bis estimable wife are recorded as follows: John during the Civil War served as a union soldier in the
One bundrerl and Fifty-second Ohio Infantry;
George died when a man grown; Jacob, our subject,
was the third son; Mary is the wife of Sigmond Kemler and Jives in this county; Milly married Frederick
Fissle, and they live in this county. John Vollmer after becoming a natnralizPd citizen identified himself with tile Democratic party. He was
reared in the doctrines of the Lutheran Church
to which be faithfully adhered until his death.
The mother of our subject was born in Reading
Pa., and was the daughter of George Eberle, a
tailor by trade, who, upon coming to Ohio settled in Springfield , where he spent the remainder of
his life. His family consisted of four sons and
three daughters. Mrs. Susannah Vollmer is now
dead.
The subject of this sl<etch spent his early life
amid the quiet pursuits of the farm, remaining rmder the home roof until the outhrcak of the CiYil
Vvnr. During the second year of the conll.ict be
enlisted August 11 , 1862, in Company A, Ninetyfourth Ohio Infantry and was at once made a
Corporal. He first met the enemy in battle at
Tidd's Ferry, Ky., and later participated in the
fig!Jts at Perryville, Stone River and Chickamauga
and in the meantime was promoted to the rank of
Sergeant. At Chickamauga be was captured by the
enemy and held a prisioner for nineteen months,
being confined at Belle Isle, Libby Prison and at
Danville, Va. While at thro latter place h~ made
his escape, but two weeks l:tter was recaptured and
again expenenced the horrors of Libliy Prison .
From there he was taken to Andersonville, then to
Savannah and Camp Lawton. Finally he was returned to Audersonvil!e but later sent toJacksonville Fla. , where he w~s released Ap<il 29,1865, at
the close of the wnr. Then taking a s~eamer to
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Annapolis, 1\Id., he was thence sent to Columbus,
where he was mustererl out in June following.
Although experiencing many hairbrearlth escapes
nnd suffering greatly from the indignities and
privations of his prison life, 1\fr. Volmer soon recuperated and resnmcd farming in Spl'ingfleld
Township. In the fall of 1866 he became interested in wagon-making and entered into partnership with .John Ulrich at Harmony, where they
opentted together until the year of 1888. Since
that time Mr. Vollmer bas prosec,u ted his trade at
Harmony. Like his father before him he was a
stanch Democrat for many years, !Jut his warm interest in the temperance question has now induced
him to identify himself with the Prohibitionists.
He takes an active interest in politics and served
as the Trustee of his township three terms from
1880 to 1883.
One of the most important events in the life of
our subject was his union with Mrs. Olive (Laybourn) Stephens which was ~elebt·ated at the home
of the bride's parents in Harmony Township,
December 15, 1870. Mrs. Vollmer was born April
15, 1844, in this township to Joseph and Ann
(Kirkly) Laybourn, the father a native of Clark
County and the mother of Yorkshire, England.
Mr. Laybourn is one of the most substantial farmers of Harmony Towusbip and the son of Amos
Lay bourn, who was a native of England and who
married a Miss Oxtoby. Amos Laybourn emigrated to America in early manhood and was one
of the earliest pioneers of Harmony Township
where be spent his last days. The father of Mrs.
Vollmer was a member in good standing of the
Baptist Church and in politics a Prohibitionist. He
is now deceasecl. The parental household consisted of three sons and four daughters, five of
whom are living.
Mrs. Vollmer spent her girlhood in a comparatively uneventful manner under the home roof
and was carefully trained by her excellent mother
in all housewifely arts. She remained with her parents until her first marriage, to Henry Stephens, by
whom she became the mother of one child, a
daugbter, Hattie, who is now the wife of Frank
Mark. To Mr. and Mrs. Vollmer have been born
four children-George, Charles, John and Daisy.
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0UI' subject and his excellent wife are members
in good standing of tbe Methociist Episcopal
Church anrl hold no unimportant social position in
their community.

~ON. CHARLES R. WHITE, Judge of the
)) I Comt of Common Pleas, of the Third
>dfl Sub-division of the Second Judicial District
&)) of Ohio, residing at Springfield, is a son of
the late William White, Chief Justice of the Supreme Comt of Ohio, wbo is represented elsewhere
in this volume. He partakes largely of the talent
and ability of his honored father and bids fair to
occupy, as did the latter, a prominent position in
the legal profession of the State. He is in tbe
prime of life, having been born May 25, 1849, his
birthplace being the city in which he still resides.
He pursued his early studies in the city schools and
later atte~cled a private school taught by Prof.
McGugan. Snhseqnently he was under the tuition
of Pl'Of. C. B. Ruggles, a noted instructor.
When a youth of seventeen years Judge White
entered Wittenberg College, at Springfie!U, from
which he graduated in the class of 1871. He completed his literary and classical education in the
Michigan University at Ann Arbor, taking a one
year's post-graduate course. Returning then to
Sp•·ingfield, he entered the law office of the Bon. J.
Warren Keifer, with whom he studied two years
and was then admitted ~o tbe bar by tbe Supreme
Court.
Judge White entered upon the regular pmctice
of his profession in partnership witli Gen. Keifer,
continuing therein until May, 1885, wlien he en tered upon the discharge of his duties of his present office, to which he was first elected at the
October election in 1884; and re-elected without
opposition in November, 1889, and enteret.l upon
his second term in May, 1890. The Third Subdivision of the Second Judicial District in which
he was so elected, is comprised of the counties of
Clark, Greene, Wanen and Clinton. Under the
constitution of Ohio be is authorized to hold court
within and his jmisdiction extends over ten coun-

~
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ties, viz: Clark, Greene, Warren, Preble, Mont.
gomery, i\Iiami, Darke, Champaign , Clinton and
Butler, these forming the Second Judicial District.
.Judge White was for some time a Director of
the Springfield Savings Bank, and is at present a
Director of the Second National Bank, of Springfield , Ohio. Without being a politician, he is a
stanch supporter of the Republican party, having
cgst his first Presidential vote for Gen. Grant, and
he keeps himself thoroughly posted upon current
events. Socially, he belongs to Clark Lodge No.
101, F. & A . M., and Springfield Chapter No. 48,
R. A.M. , likewise Palestine Commandery, No. 33,
K. T. He belongs to the Phi Kapi Psi fraternity
and is President of the local Alumni Association .
In social and business circles he stands second io
none in the county.
The marriage of Charles R. White and Miss
Lo11ise Nixon was celebrated at the bride's home in
Dayton, Ohio, .Tune 12, 1884. This lady was born
in Clark County and is the daughtet· of Thomas
and Sarah (Murphy) Nixon, who were natives of
Pennsylvania, and are now living. The Judge
occupies a pleasant hom e in the eastern part of the
city. He posesses talents of a high order and the
strict integrity, with the sound judgment and adherence to duty in all the relations of life ,which to
such an eminent degree distinguished his honored
father.

DDISON STORRS LEWIS. Among the
residents of :Miami Townsh ip, Greene
County, none are more worthy of representation by tl.e biographical writer than
Storrs Lewis and his wife, a view of whose beautiful homestead appears on another page. The
farm which they own and occupy is one of the fintst in the locality , comprising one hundred and
ei:,:bty-eight acres of highly cultivated land. A
visitor would find upon it every necessary and convenient structure and would at once observe that
the fences ~re well kept, the buildings in good repait·, and that fruit and shade trees beautify the
prelllises, the whole giving an impression of prosperity, comfort," and good taste, highly attractive.

The dwelling, which was erected in 1876 at a cost
of $3,000, is a brick structure of an attractive
architectural design, and fitted up in a style becoming the circumstances of tbose who dwell witbin .
The ancestors of both Mr. and Mrs. Lewis are
such as their descendants can refer to with pride,
the various families with which they nre connected
furnishing men and women of ripe intelligence,
moral force, and ability. The father of Mr. Lewis
was Bennet Lewis, a native of Connecticut, who
for some time made his home in the Empire State.
Then·, in 1823, he was united in marriage with
Miss Eliza Boughton, who was born in North
Carolina, August 15, 1803. Seven years later the
couple removed to Ohio, settling where Clifton
now stands, that village being !.aid ont by Mr.
Lewis. He had been a merchant and eontinuecl
the business after coming here, also operating a
totton and woolen mill which he built. He was
successful in both enterprises and became the
owner of a bon t five hundred acres of real estate,
securing a competence which enabled him to thoroughly equip his children for the battle of life by
bestowin g upon them excellent educations and giving them a financial start. Tbe mill which he had
built was operated until 1868, when it was washed
away by a Hood. He was also a contractor on the
Ohio and l\liami Canals. H e served as County
Commissioner and was a prominent member of the
Presbyterian Church, holding the office of Ehler.
His wife also belonged to that denomination.
Going back another generation in the maternal
line, we find Jared Boughton, a native of Connecticut, born Februm·y 19, 1766, who adopted tire
occupation of farming. He married Olive Stone,
who was born in Stockbridge, Mass., January 2,
1770, their wedding ceremony taking place ·in Columbia County, N. Y., in 1787. They r!)ared a
family of twelve children, the mother of our sub,
ject being next to the youngest. The mother of
Jared Boughton belonged to the French family of
Pennoyers, who own a scholarship in Harvard College.
Tile subject of this sketch is one of nine children born to his parents nnd the· youngest of tbe
four now living. HiUTtet has been a missionary
in Cl:tina for the seven yeat·s p:1st; Ezra B. is a
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merchant in San Jose, Cal.; Charles B. is in the
real-estate business at Santa Ann, Cal. The mother
breathed her last January 24, 1873, and the father
October Hi, 1876. The latter belongerl to a longJived family, his father having reached the nil vanced age of ninety-six years, and his brother,
Isaac , having Jived to be eigllty-five y ears of age.
The latter attenderl the lock on the Erie Cana l
when the first boat passed turough to the ocean
cao-rying a barrel of Lake Erie water. l-Ie was n!SQ
there when Gen. Lafayette visit~d America and
passed. through the canal.
The natal day of St.otTS Lewis was March 13,
1846, ·his birt.hplace being the old home of the
family in this township. After acquiring a fundamental education, he entered Miami University, at
Oxford, from which he was graduated in 1869,
afterward taking a special course of civil engineering at Laf&yette College, in Easton, Pa. Completing
the course in 1870, he went to Boston, where for a
)·eat· he was engaged on the State map smver as
an assistant engineer. During the next three years
he was in the employ of the Baltimore & Ohio and
Pennsylvania Central Railroads.
The next step ,in the life of Mr. Lewis was one
of great importance, it being his marriage, November 19, 1874, to l\liss Margnretta G. Mc.Lean. The
young lady had been schooled in the Ladies Seminary, at Beaver, Pa., '>fhere she bad taken a full
course of instruction, and she had also received
excellent instruction in music, for which she had a
decided talent, and in which she is a fine performer.
Not only is she finely educated and accomplished,
but she possesses easy, graceful manners, is a capable housewife and a consistent Christian. After
their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Lewis settled where
they now live, the estate having been given to them
by the father of Mr. Lewis. The land has been devoted to general farming and stock-raising, and is
still operated by the owner, who for so many years
has successfully prosecuted his labors there. The
stock kept is of excellent grades and every means
is taken to insme good crops.
Mr. and Mrs. I,ewis are the parents of one
child, Nellie B., who was born October 17, 1880,
and who is receiving every advantage which is
euited to her years. Mr. Lewis was Trustee of
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Miami Township from 1883 to 1886, and has frequently been a cle!Pgate to county and congressional conven tions, a! ways voting the Republican
ticket. He is a member of Clifton School lloarcl,
and has been Treasurer tl•ree years. l-Ie belongs
to the I>t·esbyterian Church, in which he has heen
a Trustee, and Treas urer two years, while Mrs.
Lewis is iolentifi ed with the United Presbyterian
Churc·h. They are numbered among the best citizens, holding a [>lace in the highest society and
being looked upon with respect for their personal
attainments, act.ivity and uprightness.
Mrs. Lewis is the youngest of five children born
to the Rev. D. H. A . and E lizabeth (Patterson )
McLean. The others of the family circle are: E.
P., a physician in Virginia; he served in the Union
army <luring the late war in the i::iixty-second Pennsylvania l{egiment for two years; Mary, Mrs.
Libby, whose home is in Pittsburg, Pa.; D. B.
and Ella, who live in Rochester, .Pa. The latter
city is now the home of the parents, who are spending their declinin g years in qu iet repose. The
Rev. Mr. McLean was licensed to preach J nne 23,
1840. He was for many years prominent in ~he
ministerial work of the United Presbyterian Church,
but is now retired. His father, Daniel McLean,
was also a minister, being identified with the Associate Presbyterian Church. The family is of
Scotch origin , and traced to a prominent clan across
the water. The parents of Mrs. Lewis were born
Apl'il5, 1816,and in December, 1821, respectively,
their marriage taking place May 12, 1842. Another
of the ancestors of Mrs. Lewis was James Glove r,
her great-grandfather, who was one of the men appointed to keep the watch fires burning while Washington crossed the Delaware, and who also passed
through the hard winter at Valley Forge. He Jived
to 'the extreme old age of ninety-six years, while
his wife died at the age of ninety-four. Grandfather Patterson was a merchant of llferccr County ,
Pa., dLuing all the years of his business life and
was n member of the Presbyterian Church.
Mrs. Elizabeth (Patterson) McLean was born
December 9, 1821. Het• father, Andrew Patterson, was manied in Mercer, Pa., in 1818, to
Eliza, daughter of Judge Alexander Brown, who
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died in 1869, aged seventy-seven years. His wife
die<l in 1840.
. Grandfather Daniel MtLcan was licensed to
~reach in the Associate Presbyterian Church , in
1799 , and was pastor of the Chenango Congregation, in Crawford County, Pa., from January 1,
1802, until .January I, 1855, a periqd of fiftythree years. He died iu June of the latter ye~r
when in the eigh ty -fift h year o f his age. His
wife, IIIary, was the chtughter of .Jumes and l\Iargaretta G lover. She died in 1860, in her seven ty ninth year.

Al\1UEL HAINE~. In the career of lilt-.
Haines is illustrated that of t he self-mad e
man , who began life at tlw foot of the ladder, settling on sixty acre3 of land in th e
woods of Cresar's Creek T ow nship , Greene County.
By a course of great industry and pmdence he
gained headway year by year, and wa~ for tunate
in his investments, so that be is now one of the
foremost farmers of this cou nty. He is a li fe-long
resident in the community where he now resides,
and besides his homestead pw per, consisting of one
hundred and one acres, bas two other farms of one
hundred and eight,_and fifty acres respectively. He
bas given to his children about five hundred acres
in all, in addition to a goodly sum of money. He
has resided upon Ilis present farm about fourteen
years.
Tile subject of tb is notice l'irot opened llis eyes
to the light October 24, 1818, at the modest home
of his parents, a little farm which lay west of Burlington , tilis county. His father, Zimri Haines, was
born in New Jersey, July 11, 1789, and married
Elizabetil Compton, a native of South Carolina,
and who was born July 25, 1&00. Zinni Haines
came to Ohio in 1810, when a yo ung man. Prior
to this he had learned the trade of a cabinet- maker,
in Philadelphia, Pa. The parents were married in
1817, and soon afterward settled upon the place
which constitutes the present hvme of our subject.
The fatlwr purchased about six hundred acres of
lanci, on a part of which be built a good homestc~d ,

where he spent tile remainder of his life, passing
away August 27, 1868. The mother survived her
husband for a period of eighteen yearsl her neath
taking place in Jun e, 1886, when she was nearly
eighty-six years old. They were the parents of
eleven children , of whom Samuel, our subject, was
th ' eldest born; Samh died in Wabash, Ind.; Elwood is a resident of Iowa; Eber and Eli in Clin.
ton County, Ohio; and Phebe, !\Irs. .Joseph L.
Da v is, is a resident of Clayton, Kan.; Rebecca A.
died in Cresar's Ct·eek Township, Greene County,
Ohio ; Elizabeth lives in Clinton County; and
Asa ph is a resident of this county; l\Iary 111., llbs.
Brow n, lives in Henry County, Ind.
T he parents of our subject belonged to the Society of Friends. ThP. elder Haines was a prominent man in his community, liberal and public
spirited, and res pectecl by all who knew him . Tile
paternal grnndparents were Isaac and Keziah
( Woolma n) Haines, who emigrated from N~w
York State to Ohio about 1820. They first settled
near Lumberton, Clinton County, and later remo ved to " restboro. that county, where they spent
t heir last days. Their family consisted of three
sons and four daug il ters, viz. : Zimri , Granville,
Mordecai, Eiizabeth, Mrs. Beatty; Rachel, Mrs.
Davis; ~usan, Mrs. Men•ienhall ; and Abigail, Mrs.
Johnson. The Hain es family originated in France,
and were •·epresented in America probably during
the Colonial days. Th e mother of our •ubject was
a daughter of Samuel and Phebe (Edwarrls) Compton, who emigrated from South Carolina to Ohio
during the pioneer days. The first recollections of
Sam uel Haines are of the little fog cabin in the
woods where he spent his boyhood, assisting his
father in the development of the new farm, and
obtaining his education in the primitive schools.
HP. prosecuted his studies in another log cabin with
slab seats, puncheon floor, and greased paper for
window panes. He attend ed school mostly during
the winter season, and . the balance of the year as ·
sisted his father in clearing the farm.
One of the most important events in the early
life of Mr. Haines was his marl"iagc with Miss Mary
Bales, which occurred at the bride's home in this
township, March 17, 1842. This lady was born
'leptemher 14, 1824, at her father's homestead in
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Cresar's Creek Township, in what is now Jasper Township, and is the d anghter of Elisha
and Elizabeth (Shook) Bales, who were natives respectiveiy of Pennsylvania and Virginia. Elisha
Bales was born October 17, 1796, and about 1801
was brought by his parents Lo Ohio, they settling
in Cresar's Creek Township, where Grandfnther
Bales spent the remainder of his life. His family
consisted of two sons and six daughters, viz.:
Aaron E., Alexander, Julia A., Matilda, Phebe,
Mary, Elizabeth E. and Sarah L. The maternal
great-grandfther of our subject, also named Elisba
Bales, married Elizabeth Nichols, wbo came from
Pennsylvania. They belonged to the Society of
Friends, and spQnt their last years in Ohio.
Mt·: and Mrs. Haines became 'the parents of
twelve children, the eldest of whom, a daughter,
Eunice, married Jo~epb Adams, anfl is now a wirlow
making her home in Greene County; Amos rlied
when tbi'rty years old; Samh E. is the wife of
Harvey Falkner; Zimri died at the age of thirtytwo; Julia A. is at home; Phebe anfl Elisha died
at the ages of twenty-eight and fourteen; Eli is
living in this township; Hannah married Prof. E.
H. Colvin, and lives in this county; Alfred also
lives in this county; Mary E. died when twentytwo years old; and Aaron died when a child of
two. Mr. and Mrs. Haines are likewise Quakers in
religious belief. Mr. Haines is held in high repute
among the people who have known him all his life,
ancl is a most worthy representative of one of the
substantial families of the county.

V

ILLTAM H. HANFORD. Although it is
less than a decade since this gentleman
took up his abode in Springfield, his name
is now well known as Superintendent of the Citizens' Street Railway Company. It was not long
after his arrival befo1•e his ability became known
to other business men, and the reputation which he
bad elsewhere had as a worthy citizen, a kindly and
intelligent man and a gallant soldier, followed him
to his new home.
The Hanford family is of Scotch descent, while
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the mother of our subject was descended from English ancestors. William I. Hanford, the father of
our subject, was a railroad and street contractor in
Rocl1ester and otbet· Eastem cities. He was a son
of Holley Hanford, a native of Connecticut. He
married Julia, a daughter of William Cobb, who,
like himself, was born in the city of Rochest~r, and
whose parents were from Vermont. l\Ir. and Mrs.
Hanford made their borne in the city of their nativity, rearing four sons and four daughters, on ly
four of the entire family now surviving.
The subject of this biographical notice is the
second of the parental family , and was born in Rochester, Monroe County, N.Y., June 7, 1837. He
pas~ed his youth in hi~ native city, attending the
common schools, and at the age of fifteen years began making his own living. In April, 1861, be
enlisted in an inclependent company, and afterward
became a member of the Sixty-seventh New York
Infantry, which was commanded by Col. Adams, of
Brooklyn. The regiment was assigned to the Army
of the Potomac, and he of whom we write took
part in the battle of Gettysbmg, and in various
engagements in the Shenandoah Valley un.der Gen.
ShPridan. At the battle of the Wilderness he was
shot through the left wrist, and was absent from
his regiment thirty-five days in consequence. He
took part in nearly all of the engagements in which
his corps, the Sixth, participated. He was promoted from the ranks to the position of Corporal,
and on through the non-commissioned and commissioned omces until he became First LieutP.nant,
in which rank he served out his term of enli~tment
and was discharged in August, 1865.
When the war wns over Mr. Hanford returned
to his native city, which he again left in 1866, to
take np his residence in Covington, Ky. There he
worked at the earpenter's trade, which he had lenrnecl
prior to his enlistment. He remained in Covington until .January, 1869, when he removed to Jeffersonville, Ind., working at his trafle in that city.
His next removal was to Princeton, whence Le went
to Cincinnati, Ohio, and then to Newport, Ky. In
Febmary, 1883, be came to Springfield, which bas
since been his home. Not long a Her his arrival he
received the appointment of Superintendent of the
different lines of the Citizens' Street Railway Com-
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pany, in which, while advancing the interests of
the corporation, be is giving all citizens excellent
accommod11tions anrl increaserl facilities for travel.
In 1866 Mr. Hanford lerl to the hymeneal altar
Miss Mary A. Shuel, of Covington, Ky., daughter
of Jacob and Helen (Pierce) Sbuel, of that city.
There she was born and reared amici favorable surrounding·s, which developed in her estimable and
pleasing traits of character and mental culture.
She presides with grace over the family resirlence,
No. 400 West Columbia Street, whose neat and
tasteful smroundings are an index of the refinement
which characterizes its owners. 1\Ir. Hanford is a
member of Clark Lodge No. 101 , F . & A . M., and
he also belongs to the fraternity of the Knights of
Honor.

e

HARLES T. COATES. The attention of
the traveler passing through Harmony Township,Clark County , is invariably attracted to
the many pleasant country homes which have been
built up through the perseverance and industry of
" more than ordinarily intelligent class of men .
Amongthes~ lllr.Coates occupies no secondary posi:
tion. In c;onnection with general farming he gives
much attention to the breeding of live stock in wbieb
industry he bas gained an enviable reputation. He
is a native of the Buckeye State and born January
7, 1846, in Rochester, Warren County. His father,
John F. Coates and his wife, who bore the maiden
name of Jane Park, were natives of Yorkshire,
England, the former born near Hunstanton , in August, 1802, and the latter near East Motherly, December 25, 1812.
The father of our subject remained a resiflent of
his native shire until a man of thirty yenrs and then
emigrated to America, locating in Cincinnati, Ohio.
In England be had been engaged as a shepherd, but
after coming to America began the manufacture of
mattresses and furnil ure and With the exception of
one and one-half years which he spent on a farm,
was thus occupied the remainder of his life. He
died in August, 1868. The parents were married
in Cincinnati September 11, 1834. The mother
survived her husband many years, her death taking

place September 27, 1879. In their native country
they had been members of the Church of England,
but after ~oming to America identified themselves
with the l\Iethodist Episcopal Church. There were
born to them six children, viz: Francis J., l\1ary .J.
who died in infancy, Mary. Ann the wife of Wi!liam
W . Spencer, Caroline who died in 1849 when eight
years olcl, Charles T. and Emma Jane.
The p:1ternal grandfather of our subject was
Francis Coates, likewise a native of Yorltshire and
born in 1760. He was reared to fa1·ming pursuits
which he followed until coming to America with
his son's family in 1832. His wife bad died in
England. He brought with him to America two
children-James anfl John F. He located in Cincinnati but only lived a short time after coming to
th is country, his death taking plnce December 1,
1833. The mother of our subject accompanied her
father to the U nite<l States, there coming with them
also her sister Margaret, the wife of Charles Wo<>d,
and who flied leaving one child, Alfred. Her sister
Mary flied childless. The maiden name of Grandmother Park was Mary Lowther.
Mr. Coates of whom we write was reared in Cincinnati, attending first the primary schools and
then completed his studies in the Woodward High
School. ·while at school and about a year before
the close of the Civil War, his patriotism got the
better of him and leaving his books he entered the
Union army, enlisting in Company G, One Hundred anll Thirty-seventh Infantry in the one hundred days' service. After the war was over, be, in
1865, began learning the trade of a machinist, serving his apprenticeship with Lane & Bodley of Cincinnati. At the expiration of this time bis father
died and Charles T. with one of his brothers took
charge of the furniture business which also included
the manufacture of barber chairs.
In 1872, .1\fr. Coates removed to Clark County
and engaged as a farm laborer, leaving the business
at Cincinnati in his brother's hands. It was closed
out about 1880. Mr. Coates found fa1·m life quite
congenial and in 1882 purchased sixty-seven acres
of land to which in the year 1883, he added thirty
acres and has now ninety-seven acres which
forms a snug little body of land which he
bas brought to a high state of cultivation. He
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'bas effected many improvements, making fences,
planting trees and erecting modern buildings.
There is a prospect that he will be able to lay up an
ample competence for his declining years. Mr.
Coates has for some time been warmly interested in
the temperance question and is now an active prohibitionist. He belongs to various societies and
keeps himself thoroughly informed upon Lhe leading events of the day.

EV. LUTHER A. GOTW ALD, Professor of
Theology in Wittenberg Theologi<;nl Seminary, has, for thirty years, been an active
laborer in the Master's vineyard, maldng a
specialty of miSSIOn worli:. He is a man of fine
abiliLies, with a finished education and no small
literary talent, having been a liberal contributor to
the Quarterly R e1>iew published at Gettysburg, and
various other papers and periodicals, besides publishing a number of pamphlets on historic and
ecclesiastical subjects.
Dr. Gotwald received the title of Do.,tor of
Divinity from Pennsylvania College in 1874.
From 187 4 to 1886 he was a member of the Board
of Home Missions over which he presided for a
number of years and was also one of the Board of
Church Extensions. He was likewise a Trustee of
Pennsylvania College at GetLysburg and a Director
of the Theological Seminary there, representing it
in the General Synod of the Lutheran Church. It
will thus be seen that he has covered a broad field
of usefulness for which his natural talents, aided
by his acquirements, have amply fitted him. Among
Lbose who have known him long and well his career
has been such as to fully establish him in their es teem and confidence.
The subject of this notice was born at York
Springs, Adams County, Pa., January 31, 1833,
and is the son of the Rev. Daniel and Susannah
(Krone) Gotwald, both natives of Pennsylvania
and of German ancestry. The father was a prominent minister of. the Lutheran Church and the
mother a noble Christian lady who transmiLted
largely of her own piety and her virtues to her son.
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She frequenLly accompanie<l 8et· hu sband in his
travels, but made her home in her native State.
The parental family consisted of twelve children,
seven sons and five daughters, of whom only four
arc now living.
Dr. Gotwald is the fifth child of his parents and
spent the greater part of his youth in Center
County, Pa. He pursued his early studies in the
common school and later attended an academy after
which, repairing to Philadelphia he entered a printing office and during the time spent there gP.ined a
fair knowledge of the art preservative. When a
youth of nineteen years, coming to this State he
entered Wittenberg College, passiug through the
Sophomore year. In 1855 returning to Pennsylvania he entered Pennsylvania College at Gettysburg from which be was graduated in 1857.
Next the Doctor entered the Theological Seminary of GeLtysburg and after taking a two year's
course was duly graduated from that institution in
1859. In October of that same year be was placed
in charge of the Lutheran Church at Shippensburg,
Pa., where be rem ained until 1865. That year he
came to Ohio as pastor of the First Lutheran
Church at DaJ ton, where he remained until 1869,
and was then obliged to resign his charge on account of failing health.
We next find Dr. Gotwald in Chambersburg,
Pa., as Pastor of the Lutheran Church, of which he
remained in cha1·ge from the latter part of 1869, until 187 4. Afterward for twelve years he was pastor
of St. Paul's Lutheran Church in York, Pa. In December, 1885, upon a call. from Sprin~field, he assumerl the pastorate of the Second Lutheran Church
in that city and soon afterward was elected to the
Profe•sorship of Practical an<l Historical Theology
in Wittenberg Theological Seminary. He brings
to this position a large experience and more ·than
ordinary talents and is in all respects a useful man
for the place.
Dr. Gotwald was married October 13, 1859 , at
the bride's home in Springfield, to Miss Mary E.
King. This lady was boru April I , 1837, in Tarlton,
Ohio, and is the dRughter of David and Almena
(Caldwell) King,the former a native of England,anrl
the latter of New Hampshire. The father was brought
to America when a child. Of this union there have
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been born nine children, seven sons and two daughters who are named respectively, David K ., George
D., Robert C., Luther A., William W., Frederick
G., Charles, Almena and 1\Iary Susan. The following sons are deceased: George D. who was
Pastor of the Memorial Lutheran Church of Kansas
City died J an uary 12, 1890; Luther A. and William
W. were pursuing their classical course of education looking forward to the ministry ut the time of
their deaths; Charles H . died when a babe.
Politically, Dr. Gotwald is a stanch Republican,
and dming the war was a strong' Union man, and
did all he could to further the interests of the
Union cause. His brother Dr. Jacob H . Gotwald,
chief surgeon on board tllc man of war " Keystone"
under command of Reat·-Admiral Dupont in the
fight at Cl!arleston, 8. C., was scalded to death
while rendering surgical aid to one of the wounded
men. Another brother, Rev. "~N. V. Gotwald, was a
Lutheran minister in Lancaster, Pn., ~nd died there
in 1869. A younger brother Rev. W. H. Gotwald,
is now Pastor of a Lutheran Church in Washington, D. C. His eldest sister Eliza, was marri ed to
the Rev. Jacob Scherer, who was the second Lut heran minister in t.he State of Illinois; th~y are now
both deceased.

e

APT. AMAZIAH WINGER is the efficient
Superintenclent of the Superior Drill Company, of Springfield, and t.o his wise management and careful supervision of his employers'
interests it is greatly indebted' for its continued
prosperity. He is a vetemn of the late war, a fine
type of the citizen-soldiers of our Republic who
went forth from pleasant homes to do battle for
their country's honor,ancl he in so doing won a noble
military record that reflects credit on his county
nud State, and is one of which be and his may
well he proud.
Tue Captain comes of a long line of honorahiP.
ancestry, and from a history of the " ' inger family, compiled by the Hon. B. .F. Winger, of Greencr.stle, Pa., we extract the following: " The founder
of the family in Am erica was Karl Michael

Wenger, who emigrated from the Canton of Zurich, s ·<vitzerland, in 1736, and settled on Groff's
Run, north of Bareville, now Earl Township, Lancaster County, Pa. He bought a tract of land
from the original proprietor, the title of which
still remains in the hands of a lineal descendant
of the same name as himself, and the chain of title
from William Penn down shows no break in the
Winger blood. His son, Jacob Wenger, grandfather of our subject, was born in 1783, and he
changed the family name from Wenger to Winger,
anrl his descendants adhere to that spelling. As
far as known, he spent his entire life in his native
county. The maiden name of his wife was Mary
Weaver, and it is also supposed that she spent her
entire life in Pennsylvania.
Jacob Winger, the father of our subject, was
born in Lancaster County, Pa., August 6, 1810.
He learned the trade of a carpenter and followed
it in that county until the yeat· 1837, when, accompanied by his wife and two children, he
emigrated to the State of Ohio, making the journey with a team . He located in Springfield, among
its early settlers, and as his means were limited at
that time, be rented a house, but. not long after
was enablecl to hny a home . He was a man of
much enterprise and a great worket·, and made
money sufficient to buy a ·farm in 1843, located
one mile east of Springfield on tb.P. National pike.
l-Ie resided there and carried on his trade and
superintended its improvement until 1850, when
he solrl tb.at place and retired to the city, anrl in
1852, in company with William Wb.itely and
otuers, he erected a shop on the corner of Washington and Limestone Streets, and engaged in carbuilding, and tben conducted the manufacture of
agricultural implements, the firm manufacturing
the first reapers ever made here. Mr. Winger finally resumed house building, and was thus actively
engaged until 1869, when failing health compelled
him to retire from business. He died in the home
of his son-in-law, in May, 1886, anrl thus passed
away another pioneer who had ever been prominent in advancing the industrial interests of city
and county for a period of nearly fifty years. The
maiden name of his wife was Catherine Trout.
She was born in Lancaster County, Pa., and now
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makes her home with our subject. Of her ten
children, six are now living, namely: Amaziah;
Kate A., wife of Char les S. Ramsey, of Cheboygan,
Mich. ; Hannah, wife of John Sites, of Columbus,
this State; George W., living in Springfield; ,John
M. , a resident of Springfield; Mary, wife of Theodore Troupe, of Springfield. Three of her children died in infan"Y· Her son, Hezekiah, sacrificed his life .on the altar of his country, having
been an officer in the army during the late war.
He was born in 1839 and was reared in Springfi eld , ·and early learned the trade of a carpenter.
On the first call for troops, when the Rebellion
brol<e out he was among the first to spring to arms,
enlisted in Company F, Second Ohio Regiment,
going ont in the first company thJtt went from
Springfield, and took part in the first battle of
Bull Run. Jfe was honorably discharged with his
regiment after the expimtiou of his term of enlistment. He soon after assisted in raising Company
I, Forty-fourth Ohio Infantry, and was commissioned Se~ond Lieutenant, served three years, then
veteranized in the Eighth CaYalry and was promoted to the captaincy of his company. He was
wounded while fighting bravely at the battle of
Lynchburg, Va. , and from the effects of that wound
never recovered, his death occurl"ing in February,
1866. Thus died one whose gallant heart had
beaten with true patriotism, and had lerl him to
sacrifice even life itself for the old flag. The poet
says: "He who for country diE:s, dies not, but· lives
forevermore."
The subject of this biographical sketch was born
in Lancaster County, Pa., September 13, 1835, an<l
was two years of age when be was brought to this
Stnte. He attended the publi c schools in Sprin,gfield quite steadily until he was eig hteen years of
age, and being studious, he gained a son nil eiluca-tion. At that age he commenced to work in a
a lumber yard, and was thus employed until 1860,
aud then engaged in the lu mher business for himself, and contin ued in it until 1862. He had been
watching the course of the war with intense interest, and he determined to take part in it, and settling up his business affairs, he enlisted in June,
1862, iu Company A, Nmety-fourth Ohio Infantry,
commanded by Gen. Todd, and he did gallant
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service throu gh<•nt the remainder of the Rebellion.
The most important battles in which he t ook an
active part were those a t Perry ville, Stone River,
Chicamauga, Lookout Mountain, Mission Ridge,
and in the battles along the way when he accompanied Sherman on his march to Atlanta, ani! the
siege and capture of that city. Froni there he
went, with his command, to Savannah, and tbcnce
through the Carolinas and Virginia to Washington,
where he and his gallant men took part in the Grand
Revi ew. Throughout his whole career in the army
he displ<Lye<l marked talent for military affairs, and
his promotion from the ranks through the va1·ious
official grades to be Lieutenant and then to be
Captain of hi s company was due entirely to his
bravery and ability displayed on every occasion
that called for action on his part. The Captain
was honombly discharged with his regiment, in
.Tune, 1865, and returning home, quietly resumed
his old business as a lumber merchant. He carried
it on until 1885, building up a paying trade, and
~hen became connected with the Superior Drill
Company, and for the past three years has been Superintendent of the works. He is a man of tact,
discrimination and shrewdness, and is well endowed
with activity and firmness, and mechanical ingenuity and skill, anc\ is in every way fitted to occupy
the responsible position that he holds in the ove rseeing the work of one of the leading industries of
the city.
Capt. Wing bas been twice married . In 1867
be was wedded to Mary A., daughter of William
and Susannnh (Barnett) Crothers, a native of
Springfield. Two children were born of their marriage-Fanny C. anrl Laura. After a union of
five years 1\frs. Winge1· fl cparterl this life, lP.aving
a pleasant memory of what she harl heen as a
daughter, wife, mothet·, and f1·iend. The marringe
of our subject to his present wife took place in
1876 , and the cozy comfo1·t of their home and its
delightfu l hospitality is due in a great part to her
thoughtful care. Her maiden name was Mary
Barr, and she was a daughter of Amos Barr, and
at tbe time of her marriage with the Captain was
the widow of James Torbert.
In this brief review of the life of o.ur subject
it will be seen that as a man and a citizen his rec-
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ord is a high one, and that he is a valued member
of the community with whose interests, materially,
socially and religiously, he hns been so long and
honorably associateci. l-Ie and his wife are active members of the First Presbyterian Church.
He is a prominent member of the Grand Army of
the Republic, belonging r,o Mitchell Post, No. 45;
and he is also identified with the Ancient Free and
Acceptell Masons as a member of Clark Loclge,
No. 101.

l OHN DICK, landscape garctener and Super! inten<lent of Ferncliff Cemetery, has, with
~ hard labor guided by true genius, made this
\!l . -tJ resting place of Springfield's dearl a beautiful and attmcti ve spot, one of the finest exam pies
of a garden cemetery in the State. Mr. Dick is a
native of Scotland, and he was born in Ayrshire,
January 14, 1834. His father, David Dick, and
his gnmrlfather, John Dick, were also natives of
that country, and both were practical gardeners,
the form er spending his entire life in the land of
his birth. The father of our subject carried on his
calling in Scotian'! for many years, but finally
came to America with his wire and two children,
and aftc~· residing in Cincinnati a few years, came
to Springfield, and in this eity passed the remainder of his life, honored and respected by all who
knew him, for his integrity an<l uprightness, that
made him all worthy of trust. The maiden name
of the mother of our subject was Jessie Charles,
and she was h<'rn in Edinborougb, Ficotland, and
heo· remains now repose beside those of her busband, in Ferncliff. Their marriage was blessed by
the birth of the following six children: John,
Agn-es, widow of James B. Hay, who resides in
Springfield; David, deceased, who lies sleeping bis
lttst sleep in F erncliff; James a resident of Kentucky; George; and .James C., who died young.
John Dick, of this biographi eal review, passed
his early years in his native land, receiving the
aclvantages of a sound education in the excellent
academy in Kirkcudbright, spending some years
there very profitably, anu making rapid advancement in his studies. After leaving school he went
into training for the vocation which his father and
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grandfather had followed before him, and for
which he seemerl to have a special aptitude, due
lie received a thorough
perhaps to heredity.
preparation for his work, serving an appo·enticeship of seven years at landscape gardening, and
then attending the Royal Botanic Gardens, of
which Prof. McKnabe was curate, Prof. Balfour,
the renownerl botanist, being the instructor in
that branch uf study.
Our subject spent two
years there, earnestly devoting himself to the
acquirement of a practical knowledge of the
work that lay before him in his future career in
his chosen vocation. At the expiration of. that
time be came to America, as a fine field in which
to exercise his calling remuneratively, and he soon
obtained a position as gardener on Long Island,
remained there a year, and then went to New
Rochellt>, N. Y., to renoodel an estate. A year was
consumed in that work, and he afterward revisited Scotland. A yeat· later be retutnerl to the
United States, and was employed in Philadelphia,
Pa. , at his tracte one year.
Lexingl.on, Ky., was
his next place of residence, and he worked at gardening in that city &ix years, and from there h~
went to Cincinn~ti, where he remained till H!~3,
and in that year he came to Springfield to take
charge of Ferncliff, then a new cemetery which
had not yet been platted, and has since been a resident of this city.
He brings to his work an .
original, thoughtful, well-trained mind, anrl his
decided tal~nt has heen so developerl by education,
he being. thoroughly grounded in all the natural
sciences that have a bearing upon his calling, that
as practiced by him with his exquisite taste, is an
art. And the citizens of Springfield who are so
justly prourl of this lovely cemetery, amid whose
beauties thei r beloved dead lie sleeping, consider
themselves very fortunate in securing the able services of such a man. His exceptional knowledge
of botany and kindred subjects, and the information his acute observational powers have enabled
him to glean, and his intelligent acquaintance with
books and other matters render him an interesting
companion. His character for· firmness, kindly
thought for others, and for unswerving integrity
bas made him widely rrspected in this city, ·where
he has made his home for so many years.
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An iwportant event in the life of our subject,
and one that has bad an important bearing on his
weal and comfort, was his marriage, in July 18G3,
to Miss Catherine Fitzsimmons, a native of Ire.
land, though of Scotch antecedents. The joys of
their wedded life haYe been partly in the birth of
their four children-Charles, J ames, Jessie and
Mary, and the sorrows have been in the death of
two of them, Charles and Mary.
"If the Power maketh thus his pnstnres green,

Maketh thus His quiet waters,
Out of waste his heavens set·ehe,
Ye can trust the mighty Shepherd
Loseth none he ever led ;
Somewhere yet a greeting w:tits thee
On the faces of thy deail."
W. c. GANNETT.
Mrs. (Fitzsimmons) Dick departed this life October 17, 1879, at her home in Springfield, and
lies sleeping by the side of her children in Ferncliff. Mr. Dick contracted a second marriage with
Margaret Simons, daughter of the Rev. Jacob
Simons, of the Lutheran Chnrch, a native of Pennsylvania, born in 1800, now deceaserl. This marriage was lelebmte<l January 15, !881 , and no children have baen horn of this union.

ELVILLE IlL GAUNCE. Among th e
numerous well-edited papers of Xenia is
the Dmnocrat-News, of which l\Ir. Gaunce
is the eclitor and proprietot·. It is a fourpage, nine-column folio, with a circnlation of
fifteen hundred, and having the rept1tation ,
which it has justly earned, of being firm in the
arlvocacy of what it believes to be right, both
politically anclmorally, it is widely rend and enjoyed. The weekly organ of the Democratic party,
it is theit· only representative in the vicinity. On
the opposite page is shown a 1wrtrait of 111 r.

f1

Gaunce, who, being a practical business manaier· as
well as possessing superior ability, intcllecttuilly,
is worthy of prominent mention among the wi elders
of the pen in Greene County.
A native of Kentucky, Mr. Gaunce was born
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uear 1-Ieadquarters, Nicholas County, in January,
1833. His fath er, Martin Gaunce, was a substantial farmer, and was held in high esteem for his
many sterlilig traits of character, being pre.eminenlly kn own for his honesty and honorable dealing.

Our subject remained at the homestead until
eighteen years of age, when he became a student
at Asbmy, now DePauw u,niversity, Greencastle,
Inc!, at which institution he remained for two
years. He then entered upon a course of sturly at
Antioch College, Yellow Springs, Ohio, being
grarlnaterl from it in 1858. The following year
he attended the Law School at Albany, N. Y.,
from which he received his diploma as a grarluate
in .June, 1859.
llfr. Gaunce first located, in the practice of his
profession as an attorney, at Cincinnati, Ohio, and
from there went to Texas, where he sojourned for
a short time engaged as a te~cher. Later he settled in Hannibal, Mo., in the practice of the law,
but the War of the Rebellion breaking out soon
afterward, he returned to the old homestead in
Kentucky . and there remained until_1862 , when he
was appointed County Clerk of Nicholas County, a
position that he filled about. nine months.
It was during ML". Gaunce's occupancy of this
olfice that Gen. Kirl.Jy Smith made his famous mid
into Kcmtucky, anrl our subject then volunteeL"ed
and served as a soldier in the Home Guards. The
service was a brief one, and after the advance of
Kirby Smith's army, the rebels were so much encouraged and embol<lened in that section, that it
became extremely unsafe for a Union man to live
in that vicinity, and es pecially for one who, like
Mr. Gaunce, lmrl been appointed to and filled a
politieal office in the place of its former rebel
incumbent, who h::ul absconded or entered the
rel.Jcl army.
It was on this account that Mr. Gaunce left the
Blue Grass State and remover! to Greenville, Ohio,
whcL"c he practiced law for two years. In 186G he
located in Xenia, where for the next twelve years
he follo wed the Val"iOllS nuties Of his profession.
In the meantime he served as City Solicitot· for
t-,vo years.
Mr. Gaunce dates his entrance into the newspaper
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fi eld from 1876, when he purchaser! the good-will
and plant of the D emoc7<a.t-N ws of X enia. As
editor and publisher he conrlnct ed the paper until
1881, when he sold out, but in Octo ber, 1883 , renurchaserl the plar.t. During and for some years
after the late war Mr. Gaunce acted with the
Republican party, but since 1872 has voted with
the Democracy. He was appointed P ostmas ter of
X enia, Janum-y 1, 1886, hy President Grover
Cleveland, and attended to t.he duties of t.he otl1ce
with efficiency and to the satisfaction of the public .
until October , 1889, when he was removed for
political reasons.
Mr. Gaunce was married in June, 1880, to Miss
Sarah L., daughter of Abraham and i\Iary A.
(Stuart) Roseberry, of Dayton, Ohio. l\1r. and
Mrs. Roseberry were natives respectively of Yirginia and Ohio, and are now deceased. Mr. Gaunce
and his wife occupy a pleasant home in the Seconcl
Ward of Xenia, and are well knoivn rrud highly
respected not only in their im mediate com munity
but in different parts of the county and State.
Religiously, 1\Ir. Gaunce inclines t<i the faith of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, while 1\Irs.
Gaunce is a memtrer of the Missionary Baptist
Church.

i

HOMAS J. KIRKPATlUCK. Th e Farm
and Fi>·eside , publisher! in Springfield, is
~ circulated far and wid e, and although many
of its readers may not be familiar· with th e nnme,
they are yet well acquainted with the name of
Thomas Kirkpatrick, its managing editor. Although
still a comparatively young man, b~ing not yet
thirty-five years of age, be has been engaged in
editorial work for some fourteen years, and was
pr·o bably one of the youngest ed itors in the countr·y when he began his labors in that line. T o his
devoted mother is due the formati on of his moral
character and his husiness habits, and she also by
the labor of !J~,. own hands seclll·ecl to him the
benefits of education. His fa ther left hom e when
Tbomas was but four years olcl nnd engaged in
mining on the Pacific Coast. He contributed to th e
support of the family as far as he was able; but not

meeting with great success in his operations the
support of tbe family in a large part devolved
upon the mother.
The maternal grandparents of our subject moved
from Pennsylvania to Ohio in an early day, aD<! in
the latter State Miss Fannie Aley was born. She
married .Joshua l\L Kirkpatrick, a native of Virginia, anrl to them, in Dayton, a son was born,
September 23, 1855. This is he who owes not only
the greater part of bis sustenance during boyhood,
but all that is best in his manhood, to a mother's
love and devotion. About the 1st of June, 1870,
being then fifte en years of age and unwilling to
burden hi s motber longer, young Kirkpatrick entered the r nited Brethren publishing house to
learn the printing business. After completing th.e
printer's 'rade, he entered the Ohio Wesleyan University, at Delaware, pursuing his studies two
years, during which time be mastered the art of
stenography in addition to . the regular course of
sturly.
In tb~ spring of 1871 l'>lr. Kirkpatrick entered
the em ploy of his uncle, P. P. J\Iast, as his private
secretm·y, rrnd his experience in printing secured to
him the control of the private printing office of P . P.
Mast & Co., which was put in the following spring.
The subsequent fall Mr. Mast announced in the
presence of his nephew his intention to employ a
stenographic amanuensis. J\Ir. Kirkpatrick at once
requested that the position be held for him, and
within three months he had acquired the art, this
b eing prior to the completion of the studies which
be pursued at the Uni\'Crsity, which alternated
with employment, by which he supported himself.
Mr. KirkpatriC'k, as soon as competent, assumed
the duties o f stenographer·, and held the position
until the summer of 187 4, when the firm undertook the publication of the Farm and Fi>·eside, a
semi-monthly paper, of which our subject was given
th e eci itorial charge. Two years later the paper
sold out to the prese nt 6r·m, which is composed of
P. P. l\Inst, J. S. Crowell and T. J. Kirkpatrick,
the latter eontinuing to act in an editorial capacit.y. The publication is a neat one, containing
much matter of value to agriculturists, tog€ther
with interesting nrticles for the houschold,the latter
iueluding poetry, short prose articles, housekeeping
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hints, etc. It bas reaclH:,d a cil·culation of nearly
two hundred and forty thousand copies, ir.. the publication of which a large force is required. The
bnilding occupied by the plant is a large four-story
brick struetme of modern design and architectural
beauty. The fit·m also publishes the Ladies' Home
Companion, a handsome illustrated ladies' paper,
;,sued serni-montllly, which is fast acquiring an
enormous circulation. At prc8ent its regular issue
exceeds one hundred thousann copies. Mr. Kirk·
patrick has editorial charge of this paper also, as
he has of all the publications of the firm .
Mr. Kirl<patrick was marrier] May 8, 1877, to
Miss S. Corintm Reid , of Jackson, Mich .,and daughter of William B· Reid. Esq., and who is but two
months her husband's junior. Mrs. Kirkpatrick
was born in the city of Raleigh, N. C., November
25, 1855, and removed with her parents to Ohio
when a little girl. Tllence, later, they went to
Michigan. Of this union there was b_orn one child,
a daughter , Hazel. Mr. and Mrs. Kirk!Jatrick are
influential members of Trinity Baptist Chmch.
Our subject has been prominently connected with
wheeling anil is the inventor of the Kirkpatrick
bicycle sadrlle, which has been in universal use for
se,·eral years. He is also prominently connected
with the Lengue of the American Wheelmen, and
was Presirlent of the organization two terms. Socially, lle belongs to the Knights of Pythio.~. The
little family occupies a neat and pleasant home at
No. 343 South Limestone Street.

OHN N. STOCKSTILL, l\:1. D.

J

The fact

I [ that Dr. Stockstill has been a successful

!

practitionet' of New Carlisle, Clark County,
for the long period of over forty-eight .
years, is sufficient indication of his standing among
the people. He not only stands high in his profession, but also in church and social circles, and
there are few old residents of the county to whom
his face and for'm are not familiar . He was born
in Bethtll Township, Miami County, this State,
three miles south of New Carlisle, October 16,
1815, and is thus a veteran of neal'ly seventy-five
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years. He comes of a good family , being the son
of Thomas and Catherine (Hain) Stot·kstill, tbe
former of whom was born about nine miles from
Baltimore, Md.
When the father of our subject wns about nine
years old, his parents removeil to North Carolina,
and from there to Fayette County, Tenn., where
they spent the remainder of their lives.
it is a
fact somewhat singular that although Tbomas
Stocl<still was of Southern birth, ancestry and
training, be, when having attained to years o~
thought and discretion, became bitterly opposed
to slavery, and as eal'ly as 1802 left the scenes of
his childhood and youth for a section of country
untainted by the peculiar institution.
Coming
then to Miami County, tuis State, he located in
what is now Bethel township, purchasing one bundred acres of land, at $3 per acre, whereon he settled and tuereafter lived until called from earth,
Dec~mber 20, 1860, at the age of seventy-eight
years, six months and eleven days. He was prospered financially, and at his death left one hundt·ed and eighty acres of land with excellent
improvements. During Iris younger days he served
in t.he War of 1812. When but a boy he united
with the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which be
was a Class-Leader for more than sixty-five years.
In politics he was first a Whig, until the abandonment of the old party, and thereafter he was a
stanch Repu hlican.
The paternal grandfather of our subject was
Zebedi!lll Stockstill, a native of England, who emigraterl to America during the Colonial days, and
spent his last years in Tennessee. He died in 1832,
leaving a large number of slaves and extR.nsive
Irtnd property. The next year his son Thomas
joumeyed to Tennesse on horseback to settle the
estate. All the slaves tllat fell to him in the divi- •
sion of the negro property were set free, and in
accordance witu the law he was oblige(] to give
security for their good behavior if left in the
State, the mnjority, however, were sent to free
States. Slaves were bringing a lligh price at that
time, and Thomas Stocl<still paid $1500 for young
Dave, son of old Dave add Nell, who had raised a
large family, and whose care in ol<i age was made
a condition for the purchase and setting free
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of young Dave by his new master, the parents likewise being liberated.
A second trip was made by the falheo· of our
subject to Tennessee, in 1835, when the final settlement of the sffairs took place, and young John
accompanied him to visit a host of relatives he
had !!-ever seen. The faUoer used ofteu to say to
his children that slavery would be the cause of the
greatest war that a nation was ever scourged with
and that be <lid not wish to live to see it. It
seemed providential that his death took place in
December, 1860, but three months before the beginning of the conflict that was to prove a fulfillment of his prophecy.
Mrs. Catherine (Rain) Stockstill, the mother of
our subject was horn in North Carolina. and died
in Miami County, Ohio, March 20, 1843. Her
father, Leonard Hain, likewise a native of North
Carolina, was one of the first settlers of Clark
County, this State, coming hither in 1801, while it
was still a terl'itory. He took up land from the
Government, and with his good wif~ suffered th e
hardships and privations of frontier life, but
finally was rewarded in being able to build up a
comfortable home where he first settled, and where
he and his wife spent the closing years of tbei r
lives.
Eight children were born to the parents of ouo·
subject, all of whom lived to mature years, and
five of whom survive. They were named respectively-Elias, Rachel, Sarah, Susan, John N ., Stepben, Irwin and Catherine. John N., our subject,
was tbe fifth in order of birth. He was reared on
the farm in his native town ship, and received a
goorl education, completing his studies in the High
school at Springfield. Subsequently he taught
school and read medicine for five years, and finally
entered the Medical College of Ohio, at Cincinnati,
from which he was graduated in 1842. He commenced the practice of bis chosen profession in
New Carlisle, and from that day bis course bas
been steadily onward, and he bas probably treated
more cases tlutn any other man within tbe county.
His uniform success, good judgment, close attention to the duties of his profession nnd prompt.
ness in meeting the calls made upon bim , soon
plnced bim upon a solid footing both socially and

fin ancially. He is prominently eonnected with
the Clark County Medical Society, and the Ohio
State Medical Association. He has always been
fond of •gricultural pursuits, and during the early
days wisely invested a portion of his capital in
land, fmm which be built up a good f•u·m, the operations of which be has always superintended,
anrl wbich bas been the source of a comfortable
income.
During the first two years of Dr. Stockstill's
practice he devoted his leisure time to macerating
the bones of an entire human skeleton, which he
had dissected while in college. He then wired the
bones together making an entire artificial skeleton,
aud securing in the process a fine review of osteology. The skeleton be thus made now haugs in a
case in bis office, probably being the only one put
up in the State by a practitioner of medicine.
Dr. Stockstill cast his first Presidential vote fur
·william Henry Harnson, being then a member of
the olrl Whig party. Upon the organization of
the Republican party be wheeled over into its
ranks, anrl has since be~<n one of its most ardent
defenders. After having practiced medicine about
fourteen years he was unanimously nominated to
represent Clark County in tbe Ohio Legislature,
and, while there was no doubt of bis being elected,
be declined to run for the office. He was nex t
unan imously nomi11ated to act as Treasurer of
Clark County, but this he also declined to acoept,
and ever aflerward be neither desirerl or would
accept any office, although frequently solicited to
do so. For years he bas been a mcm her of the
Presbyterian Church, at New Carlisle, and is end eavoring to live a consistent life.
For more than forty. two ye<trs there bas been
steadily traveling by the side of our subject, a
most worthy lady, who in her girlbood was 1\liss
Juliet Hay, and to wl10m be was joinerl in wedlock
February 25, 1847. Mrs. Stockstill was born in
New Carlisle, September 12, 1825, and is a daughter of John and Mary (Smith) Hay, who were natives of Kentucky. Mr. and Mrs. Hay left tbe
Blue Grass State at an early day, and were among
tbe first settlers of New Carlisle. The father de.
parted this life in 1845, and the mother in 1849.
The parental household included seven children,
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six daughters and one son, four of whom are now
living. The son, H. C. Hay, deceased, is kept in
memory by the Grand Army Post at New Carlisle, which is named for him.
Four children came to bless tlJC union of our
subject and his ~stimaule wife, the eldest of whom,
a son William, and a very capable business man,
is operating a planing-mill at New Carlisle; Clara
is the wife of Giles T . Collins, a liveryman of
1\Iuncie, Ind.; En gar and Harry are engage<l in
merchandising at New Carlisle.

~

SAAC

K. FUNDERBURGH. He with whose
name we introduce this biogmphiJal outline
may be properly designated as "a gentleman to
the manor born." He is in the enjoyment of large
means, and has a pleasant home located one-eighth
of a mile east of the corporation limits of New
Carl. isle, Clark County. Til ere he is surrounded by
all the comforts of life, and lives in a nwnner much
less pretentious perhaps than his means might
justify.
l\[r. Funclerbnrgh was bom near Donnelville, in
Bethel Township, Clark County, this State, De~ember 27, 1839.
His parents, Daniel and Diana
(Keplinger) Funderburg., were also natives of Clark
County, where the father accumulateil a larg-e
property nud spent his entire life in farming pursuits. He, however, sojourned one year in Mt.
JEtna, Ind., bnt finally concluded there was no location so desirable in all respects as his native place.
He was a self-made mao in the broadest sense of
the term , working his way np to an honorable
position in life, anrl became one of the leading
men in his community. From boyhood until his
death he was an Rcti ve member of the German
Baptist Church. Wilen becoming a voter he identified ·himself wiLh the old Whig party and nfLer
its abandonment, became a Republican.
The paternal grandfather of our subject, Jacob
Funderbnrgh, by name, and his estimable wife,
were natives of MRryland. They emigrated lo Ohio
in tile ~al'ly part of the present cenLury, settling
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near the present site of Donnelsville, Clark C0unty,
wbet·e they spent tile remaider of their clays. Daniel, the father of our subject, was one of the
younger of a large family of children . The mother
who was born in Bethel Township, Clark County,
also died there. To her and her husband there were
born ten children, viz: John, Saloma, Eliza, these
a1e all clecenscd; Isaac K., Jacob, Anthony;
Abram, decease<!; Diana and Daniel, twins, the
latter of whom is deceased; and George K.
The subject of this notice was the fourtb child of
the parental family. He was reared on the farm,
and obtained only a. limited education pursuing his
studies in a log schoolhouse, built in primitive style,
under the imperfect system of tbat day. He grew
np strong in hody and healthy in mind and chose
farming' for his vocation . He bas been very successful, and is the owner of three hundred and twentyfour broad acres on section 28, Bethel Townsbip,
just outride the corporation of New Carlisle.
This is looked upon as one of the most valuable
farms in Clark County. Besides this property Mr.
Funderblll'gh also owns one hundred ann sixtyRcres
of fine grazing land in Pike Township, and three
hundred and twenty acres near Stewart, Col.
Mr. Fnnderburgh for many years was engagen in
the live-stock business, buying selling and shipping
extensively. Some years ago he established a livery business in New Carlisle, which has .also grown
to gooilly proportions, and whicb is the leading
establishment of its kind in the town. He is the
lessee of the flouring-mills in New Carlisle, which
he operates to good ad vantage, and he is also engaged as an undertaker and in the furniture business.
Among the men who are the first to support any
worthy enterprise, Mr, Funderburgb bas also been
found a leader. He is liberal and pnblic.spirited,
and bas performed no unimportaut part in tbe
growth of his town. Besides the interests ah·eady
mentioned,he has a share in two steam threshing outfits which do a lively business.in the fall of the year.
Without making any pretentious to edncation, Mr.
Funderburgh, by keeping his eyes open to what is
going on aronqd him, is fully qualified Lo transact
any ordinary business, having been endowed by
nature with a fund of stl'Ong common sense, which
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is at all times reliable. He gives liberally to charitable objects, and in pmportion to his means has
done as much for the poor and unfortunate as any
man in the conn ty.
Although not connected with any religious organization, 1\Ir. Funderburgh believes in the establishment and maintenance of churches, and
especially favors the German Baptist Church, of
which he is a regular attendant, and to which tbe
various members of his family belong. For many
years be has been connected with tbe Masonic fratemity in which he is a Knight Templar. lie was
a member and !'resident of the School Board at
New Carlisle, during the erection of the High
School building, and in the spring of 1890 be was
elected a Trustee of Bethel Township on the Republican ticket, receiving the largest majority ever
given a candidate for this otlice.
Nearly tw~nty-nine years ago Mr. Funderhurgh
was wedde<l to Miss Hester Frantz, the wedding
taking place at the bride's home in Bethel Town.
ship, May 9, !861. This lady was born January
13, 1844, in Bethel Township, and is the daughter
of the Rev. John and Anna (Uhmart) Frantz, who
were natives of Ohio, and are now deceased. l\lr.
Frantz was a minister of the German Baptist
Church, and attained to some distinction in his
calling. To our subject and his estimable wife
there have been born nine chilclren, namely: 'Villinm, Samuel, Harry, Ursula, Charles, Irwin , Ed.
ward, Anna and Clarence. Samuel died in infancy,
and Irwin died at the age of fifteen years. 'Villiam,
Harrison , Ursula and Charles are marrie<l and live
in this county, the others arc at home with theil·
parents.

COT'.r GOODFELLOW. This gentleman
stands prominently among the live-stock in_
terests of Clark Conn ty as one of the most
successful breeders of fine horses within its
limits. He handles principally Frencl1, Norman,
English Shire and Yorkshire coach horses, mostly
importations from England and France, and has for
this purpose one of the finest farms in Harmony
Tuwnship, comprising two hundred and sixty acres

S

and located one mile northeast of Plattsburg. He
bas also finely-equipped stables, roomy pastures and
every convenience fot· prosecuting his calling after
the most approve<! methods, while his thorough
knowleilge of the requirements of the equine ra<.•e
have placed him in an enviable position as a breeiler
in this part of the Buckeye State.
The subject of this notice was horn May 7, 1853,
in Harmony Township, ancl is the son of Thomas
and l\1ary (Sexton) Goodfellow, the former of
whom was likewise a native of Harmony Township
ani! born February 27, 18!3. His wife, Mary, was
a native of Canacla, and born near the city ot Montreal. The paternal grandfather was Moore Goodfellow a natiVP. of Ireland, wl10 emigrated to
America in boyhood and who settled in Harmony
Township in 1800, before Ohio had been admitted
into the Union >lS a State. He was a good manager
financially and accumulated nearly six hundretl
acres of land. He was married in early manhooil
to Miss Anna Nicholson who bore him nine children,
five sons an<l four cb.ugbters, all of whom lived to
mature years and r eared families. Granclfatller
Goodfellow served in the War of 1812 and spent
his last clays in Ohio.
Thomas Goodfellow, the fatller of our subject,
inherited many of the sturdy qualit'ies of his sire
and became a [Jromincnt man in his townsllip, serving as Justice of the l'eace and occupying other
positions of trust and responsibility. He is still
living and is the owner of six hundred broad acres
of valuable land ·lying in IInrmony Township. The
wife and he reside in Harmony· Township. There
were born to Litem five sons and three daughters;
viz .: George, Alice, Dora, Clara, lllanley, John,
Scott and Audrew, all of whom lived to mature
years and seven of whom still survive.
.
The subject of this notice remainecl a member of
the parental houeeholtl until reaching his majority
and then started out in life for himself. When
past twenty-two years olcl he was married, Ortober
II, 1875, to l\Iiss Annan., daughter of John an<l
Jane (Nichol;on) Smith. Three children have been
born of this union: Harry, Jessie and Walter. In
acldition to the breeding of fine horses Mr. Goodfellow raises annually large numbers of swine. He
keeps himself posted in regard to live-stock matters
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and takes a pardonable pride in his achievements in
this line. He is one of those men never content to
stand still, bnt is always devising some new method
in connection with his calling which will benefit not
only himself, but those around him. He has very
little time to give to politics, bub at the general
election usually supports the candidates of the Republican party.

EORGE W. HARPER, President of the Bank
of Cedarville, Greene County, was the
chief mover in the establishment of this in- ·
stitution which was started in 1888, and whieh is
already doing an extensive business. It is the only
bank in the village and deals in exchange, loans
and discounts, also making collections throughout
the United States and having correspondence with
New York and Cincinnati. Mr. Harper is one of
the prominent men of this county and by his enterprise and liberality has lm·gely aided its growth
and prosperity. There are many interesting events
connected with his life and antecedents which are
well worth preserving to the family.
The subject of this notice was born May 30,
1825, on Massey's Creek, near Selma, this county,
a~d has spent his entire life in the place of his
birth. He took np his abode in Cedarville in
1865, and is now the owner of a number of fine
farms in this vicinity, all of which property he has
gathet·ed together by his own exertions. He was the
third in a family of five children, tl!e offspring of
Thomas and Mary (Surlat) Harper, who were natives respectively of Virginia and 1\faryland. The
paternal grandfather was ,Tohn Hm·per after whom
Harper's Ferry, Va., was namerl. The ferry during the early days was owned by his brother
Thomas, who operated a boat at that point many
years prior to his death.
Grandfather Harper was a stem ole! patriot an<!
carried a musket in the Continental Army during
the Revolutionary War. He came to tbi.s county in
the pioneer days and spent the closing years of his
life in Ross Township, Greene County, Ohio. On
!lis JilO~!ler's sine the grandparents of our subject

g
G

517

were George and Elizabeth Surlat, whom it is probable were natives of Maryland and who traced
their ancestry to France. The Harpers are of
Welsh extraction.
George W. remained under the par~ntal roof until
a youth of eighteen years and had, even at that
enrly age, evinced more than ordinary business
capacity. He now proceeded to Indiana on an enterprise of his own and purchasing a lot of cattle,
drove them to Lancaster, Pa., where he sold bhem
at a good profit. He repeated the experiment with
lil>e success and finally extended his operations as
far as Springfield, Ill., driving cattle through from
that point to Philadelphia, Pa. In the meantime
when in Springfield, he boarded in the same house
with Abraham Lincoln, whose acquaintance he
formed and with whom he became upon terms of
frien<lship. Mr. Harper recalls many inf".id·ents
connected with that acquaintauce, remembering the
martyred l'resident as a man of most kindly impulses and one whose genuine goorlness of heart
was recognized by aM..
Young Harper continued in the cattle trade for
about eight years anrl then commenced buying
bnd in this county. He had in the meantime purchased land warrants for eighteen hundred acres in
Illinois and sold this at a good profit. He is now
the owner of twelve hund1·ed acres in this State the
greater part of which is in Greene Count.y, •n•l ile
has twenty-five hunched acres in Missouri which is
well improved. He has always been warmly interested in the development of his town and county
and has put up a number of fine buildings in Cedarville, including his residence-a handsome modem
structure, set in the midst of ample grounds and
which forms one of the attractive features of that
town. This is a brick structure, 40x60 feet in dimensions , two stories in height and finely finished
within an<l without. It was completed in the fall
of 1880.
Mr. Harper was married September 18, 1860, in
South Charleston, Ohio, to Miss Vinna M. Murray.
Mrs. Harper was uom in 1834, in South Charleston,
and is a daughter of George and Lovin a lii urray,
who were natives of New York and Kentucky, and
both are deceased, having died in South Charleston.
She is a lady of fine appearancE) and strong charac-
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ter and in all respects the suitable partner of such
a man as her husband; they have no children.
Both lilt'. and Mrs. Harper are memb ers in good
standing of the l\Iethodist Chnrcll, to which they
contribute a generous support. lllr. Harper cast
his first Presidential vote for Gen. Taylor and since
becoming a voting citizen has steadfastly maintained his adllerence to the Democratic party. He
has been quite prominent in local affairs and was
at one time the nominee of his party for State Treasurer, besides other minor otlices. Tbe party being
in th"- minority, be suffered defeat as be expecterl.

OHN E. PERRIN was born on a farm in
Springfield Township. Clark County, October 4, 1850. He is the only son of William
and Dorothy (Sturgeon) Perrin, who spent
their entire married life on the farm now owned
hy their son. His early erlucation was obtained
in the district. sclwols, and he was subsequently
graduated from a commercial college in Sp•·ingfield. His taste and early training led him to
adopt f:~rming as his occupation, ancl he has followed it successfully, ranking among the hest of
the younger agriculturists in this section. The
homestead comprises two hundred and eighty.nine
acres, one hundred and sixty· fom of which lie
within the city limits, and the remai nder adjoining
the same. The fnmil\' dwelling is a fine brick
stl'llcture, substantially built and of pleasing archi.
teetural design, while the interior is supplied with
all the comforts of modern and progressive farm
life. The barn and other outbuilclings, of which a
full line are to be see n, are built of wood. General farming is carried on upon the estate, throughout which the evidences of good judgment and
prosperity are everywhere manifest,
The subject of this sketch is a direct descendant
of one of two brothers, John and 'Villiam Perrin,
who were early settlers of 1\faryland, and he now
has in his possession a well. preserved deed to a
tract of land in Frederick County, which was dated
April, 1763. The next in the direct line of cleseeut was John Perrin, who was born in Hagers-
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town and there reared to manhood. He manied
Amelia Ingram , a native of Washington County,
l\1d., and both spent their last years in the Buckeye
State, the wife dying in 18J7, and the husband in
1848. This Jolm Perrin had paid a visit to Ohio
in 1804, making tl>e jo urney to and fro on horse·
back, carrying with him a flint lock rifle, which is
now carefully preserved by our subject. In 1806
he removed with his family, the journey being
made with teums, as was the primitive custom. A
large tract of Gove1 nmcnt !and in what is now
Springfield Township, Clark County, was purchased,
and ns there was no lumber to be had, a cabin of
roLmd logs was put up as a temporary shelter.
This was replaoed by a double hewed-log cabin,
which at that time was considered a very fine
house.
At that time Clark was a part of Champaign
County and was but sparsely settlerl. the g• eater
part of the Territory 'being owned by the Government and still inhabited by numerous Indians. At
Springfielrl there were but three houses. and Cincinnati, sevcnty-6vc miles distant, was the nearest
clepot for supplies. Wild animals of many kinds
were still plentiful, and the life of the settle•· was
attenrlecl with many clange•·s and hardships.
To the worthy pioneer couple six children were
horn, who were named respectively: Edward, Joseph, John, William, Minerva aud Emory. Minerva married Samuel Cooper. ·william , who was
born January 22, 1815, on the farm now occupied
by on•· subject, was reared and educated here, attending the pi·oneer schools, which were taught in
a log schoolhouse, an•l as soon as his strength
would permit beginning to assist · his parents in the
various labors which belonged to their life. He
remained with them until their death, and in 1849
set up his own household upou the estate, where he
continued to reside until called hence March 30,
I 890, since which time the estate has been owned
by his son, of whom we write.
The mother of our subject was born in County
Monaghan, Ireland, to which her father, Jeremi:lh Sturgeon, had removed from Scotland, his
naliYe land . Bot!J he and his wife, whose maiden
nam e was Pbrebe Andrews, spent their last years in
the Emerald Isle. Mrs. Pen in, a brother John,
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and a sister Ellen, were tbe only memhers of the
family who came to America, whose shores Mrs.
Perrin reached when a young lady. After a wellspent life, sbP. breathed her last October 27, 1878.

n

ATHANIEL KINI:il\IAN. For more than
tllirty years, and until his recent retirement
~ from an active business life, Mr. Kinsman,
whose portrait appears on the opposite page, has
been intimately connected with the interests of
Springfield. He has acquired a fortune amply sufficient to gratify all of his wants, and in his beautiful residence, finely located on the southwest
corner of North and Factory Streets, he and his
family ba ve established a home where comfort
abides and hospitality abounds.
Mr. Kinsman comes of fine old Massachusetts
stock, and is himself a native of the Bay State,
born in the pleasant town of Ipswich, Essex
County, June 6, 1819. His father, John Choate
Kinsman, was born in the same town, July 5, 17ll9,
a son of Nathaniel Kinsman, also a native of th11t
old town. lie was a seafaring man, and after passing many years in the merchant marine service,
spent his last days in the place of his birth. The
father of our subject learned the trade of a cabinetmaker in his youth, but soon discarded it for the
life of a sailor, and was shipmaster in the merchant
marine service for about thit-ty yeat·s. In 1838 he
, removerl to Salem, Mass., and subsequently engaged as clerk in the railway repair shops in Boston. He had general charge of the shop, buying
supplies, etc. , and making daily trips from his
home in Salem, where he died in September, 1877,
closing an honorable and well-spent life at the ripe
old age of eighty-nine years. The maidQn name of
his wife was Annie Lord, und she was the daughter
of Nathaniel and Lucy (Smith) Lorn. She bore
him sev@ri children, namely: John, Elizabeth,
LuJy A. , Susan C., Nathaniel, Mary and Martha.
The subject of this biographical review attended
school quite regularly until he was fourteen years
old, gaining a goud practical education. He then
went to Salem anrl served an apprenticeship of
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seven years to learn the carpenter's trnde. He
thoroughly mastered his calling in its every detail,
and after doing "jom" work one year, entered the
employ of the Eastem Railway Company, and remained with it in val'ious capacities th e ensuing
sixteen years. In 185 7 he came to Hpringfield to
accept the position of Superintendent of the Springfield Gas Light and Coke Company, of which his
brother was proprietor. Under his judicious management the affairs of the company flourished
greatly, and its rapid growth was coincident with
that of tb.e city. Springfield had when he came
here about six or seven thousand inhabitants, and
the gas company had but three retorts. While he
had charge of the works they were twice rebuilt,
each time on a larger scale to meet the constantly
growing demand, and at the present time there are
as many as sixty retorts, the most ~pproved methods
and appliances being used in the manufacture of
the gas, which is of a superior quality, possessing
fine illuminating power. In March, 1890, 111r.
Kinsman was obliged to resign his position on account of ill-health , much to the regret of the company "·ith whose interests h is own had been so
closely bound for a period of thirty-tl!ree years.
Mr. Kinsman has been three times manied.
April 24, 1843, he was united in marriage to Clarissa K. Hodgkins. She was born in Salem, Mass.,
March 30, 1820, anrl was a daughter of John and
Mary (Rogers) Hodgkins. Her happy married life
was of brief duration, as she died December 1,
1844, leaving a little daughter, Clara E., now the
wife of Samuel K. Statler, of Piqua, Ohio. They
have two children-Elizabeth K . and George H.
The second marriage of Mr. Kinsman took place
October 27, 1847, to Miss N[at·y Kimball, who was
born in Salem, Mass., March 12, 1821, a daughtet·
of Jonathan and Mary Kimball. December 22,
1858, Mr. Kinsman was a second time bereaved of
a good wife. Mr. Kinsman was married to his
present wife August 15 , 1859. Her maiden name
was P!Jcebe S. Parker , an'l she was born at Blue
Hills, Hancock County, Me., January 4, 1818, to
Marble and Hannah (Lovejoy) Parker.
Mrs. Kinsman 's paternal grandfather was a pioneer of her native place, where be improved a fine
farm, on which he spent hi~ last years. Her {ather
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was born in Andover, l\Iass., and wa; quite young
when his parents removerl to Maine. He early
learnerl the trade of a boot-maker, and was engag·ed
al. it a part of each year, devoting the remainder of
his time to Ids farm, where he spent his last days.
l\Ir. Kinsman is well en•lowed with pleasant personal qualities that merit and receive the highest
esteem. Ilis probity, high sense of honor, prompt
and exact business methods, tact and large capacity,
were traits of inestimable benefit, not only to the
company with which he was so long identified, but
have been useful to the community a~ large, and
have given bim a high standing among its business
men. His generosity and benevolence arc well
known, as he is always ready to extend his sympathy to the needy ancl suffering, and his purse is
subject to their demands. He anrl his family are
people of a high order of intelligence and true refinement, are prominent in social circles, and the
respect nnd friendship of many is accorded to them.
Mr. Kinsman has always takeu an interest in politics, as eve1·y true citizen shoulrl, and has been" a
stanch supporter of Republican principles ever
since tbe formation of the party.

TEPHEN S. KIRKHAJ\i. In making mention of the leading farmers of Harmony
Township, Clark County, the name of 1\'lr.
Kirkham appears rightfully prominent as
that of a man who bas been no unimportant factor
in developing its agricultural resomces. Possessed
of more than ordinary intelligence, energetic, persevering and progressive in his ideas, be has a! ways
set his mark high and bas never been content with
ordinary attainments. In addition to general agricu lture, he has made a specialty of stock-raising and
has managed both his fa1·ming and business affairs
with that sound judgment which seldom fails of
success.
The subject of this notice commenced the battle
of life at the early age of eight years and since that
time has fought his way unaided in the wodd. He
furnishes an admit·ai.Jle illustration of the results of
persevering industry and resolution 1.1nder dit!icul·
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ties and drawbacks. He was fortunate in obtaining
a good education-largely through his own efforts
-and at an early age chose farming for his life vocation. He bas resided on his present farm since
April, 1868, when there fell to him by inheritance
from the estate of his cousin, John Mattinson, one
hundred and sixty-two acres on section 33. Subsequently he purchased forty-five acres. To this he
has since given his undivided attention, effecting
most of the improvements upon it, repairing the
old buildings and erecting new ones and proving
the truth of the adage that there is fully as much
credit in being able to keep property as there is in
earning it.
llfr. Kirkham was born in Green Township, Clark
County, this State, April 14, 1844, and is th~ son
of John and Ann (Slee) Kit·kham, both of whom
were of English birth and ancestry and born near
Appleby Parish, llougate, Westmoreland County,
the father June 1:1, l 815, and the mother, January
4, 1816. They were married lliay 3, 1837, anrl nine
days later started for the United States. In July,
that year, they located at Lisbon, this county ,where
they lived four years. They then removed to Gree.n
Township, where the fath~r died September 13,
1846, leaving six children. These were named respectively, John J., Ann, Anthony, Ellen, the wife
of Clark Whiteley, Stephen S., our subject and
William M. - Tile maiden name of the paternal
grandmother of our subject was Ellen Jaques and
John was her only chihl. Afte1· the death of John
Kirkham his family returned to the vicinity of Lisbon where they lived nntill850, and then removed
to the western part of Harmony Township which
has since been their home.
The mother of our subject was a daughter of
Stephen and Ann (Mason) Slee, who were natives
respectively of Westmoreland and Cumherlanrl
Counties, Englanrl. Grandfather Slee was a carpenter by trade and to him and his good wife the1·e
was born a family of six children, viz: Sarah, the
wife of Thomas Watson; Jane, Mrs. Nicholson;
Anna, Mrs. Kirkham; Mary,Elizaheth and Anthony.
The only son came to the United States after the
close of fhe Civil War. Four of the daughters remain residents of their native England.
John Mattinson, the cousin of l\1r. Kirkham be.
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fore spok~n of, was the son of John and Elizabeth
(Jnques) Mattinson who accompanierl the Kirkham
family to Clark County. Resides the property already spoken of Mr. ){irl<ham received a goodly
amo•mt from his father's est ate, which included
eighty acres of land. Mr. Kirldwm is noted for his
liberality and hears the reputation of being one of
the most public-spirited men of his township. He is
a sound Republican, politically, but has too much
self respect to become an office-seeker. He, however, in the fall of 1889, was electerl Land Appraiser,
a position unsolicited by him and is discharging the
duties of this office in a manner creditable to himself and satisfactory to all concerned.

ILL IAl\1 OTSTOT. One who has never
visited an unbroken o t· slightly cultivated
section of country can scarcely estimate
the aruount of toil required to bring it to a condition such as meets the eyes of a traveler in Clark
County.
It is therefore bard to understand bow
"
much the peesent generation in this section owes to
the pioneers and old settlers, who began their work
here when the land was covered with heavy timber, communication ditllcult, and neighbors and
markets quite distant. Only those who possessed a
sturdy perseverance and an unusual degree of en et·gy were willing to endure the toil and privation
neccessary in making a home from the wild~rness,
although they found many pleasures in the midst
of their trials and rapidly developed the more
noble, if somewhat rugged, traits of character.
-The subject of this sketch had not attained to his
majority when he accompanied his parents to this
county in 1831, and since that time he bas resided
upon the same farm on se.ction 20, Springfield
Town~hip.
The land was covered with timber
and was clearec] by his own strong arm and placed
in a cond ition seoond to none in the vicinity. He
has been successful in tbe agricultural labors to
which he has devoted his life, and now owns an estate which any man not unduly mercenary might
well be pleased with. It comprises one hundred
and eighty-one ac•·es mat·ked with the usual im-

provements made by an enterprising farmer, the
dwelling being a comfortab le and commodious
one, and the entire set of farm buildings excellent.
Mr. Otstot is a native of Lancaster County, l'a..
where he opened his eyes to the light Decem her 25,
181 I. He is the fourth in a family of nine children,
born to Adam and Sophia Otstot. His fath et· was
born in Germany, and his mother in York County,
l'a.; their wedded Ji fe began in the bride's native
county, but they afterwards removed to Lancaster County, whence they came to Ohio. Adam
Otstot was a miller , and at one time while Jivina
in tbe Keystone State, was v ery wea;thy, but, Jik~
many another man be lost through having to pay
debts which be had secured. Both the parents
die<l in Springfield Township, where they had earned
the esteem of their fellow-citizens.
The gentleman wbose nam e introduces this sketch
chose for his companion in life Miss Rebecca Knaub
who was born in Little Yorjr, Pa., November 10:
1822. Bet· father, George Knaub, was a. native of
the same town au<l her mother, whose maiden name
was 1\iary Ann Jacobs, wns born in Baltimore, Md.
fn I 1>34 they removed from Pennsylvania to this
county, locating in Spt·iugfield Township, where
they spent the remainder of their lives. They were
the parents of thirteen ci.Jihlreu, Mrs. Otstot being
the fourth, and about twelve y ears old when they
came to this State. Her· marriage to our subject
was celebrated in the city of l:lpringfield, July 11,
1842. Th e years that have passed since that time
have proved the wisdom of Mr. Otstot ·s choice,
his wife manifesting more and more as the years
go by the noble traits of character, the pleasing
disposition fllld active mind which won his regard.

A large and intelligent family has blessed the
union of our subject and his lvife, and they have
been called upon to mourn the loss of. but oneEleanor A., who died when twelve years old. Mary
Ann is the wife of John A. McBeth; Joseph is a
farmer in Springfield Township; GeorgeS. married
Ann Hinkle; John H. married Sarah Kershner;
Eliza J. is the wife of Lewis Ba.Ldorf; Sarah C. lives
at home; Rebecca is the wife of Thomas Crabill.
All these preceded the deceased daughter in date
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of hirlh. Clara, is the wife of William G. Tuttle;
William is a farmer in Springfield Township;
Henry C. married Fannie Yeazell; Charles married Alice Garlow; Florence is the wife of Wilher
F. Tuttle.
Mr. Otstot is a Republican and has taken a good
degree of interest, in all political affairs. He stands
high in the esteem of of his neighbors and townsmen, not simply on account of his successful
worldly career and the labors wbich he at'complished among the early seWers, but tecause of his
personal character, his upright life, his genial disposition ancl th~ fact that he and his helpmate have
reared their family to fill honorable positions in
the community. Both Mr. and Mrs. Otstot have
been members of the Baptist Church for many
years.

ILLIAM J. f3TICKNEY, one of the
younger farmers of Harmony Township,
Ciark County, is recognized as one of the
most successful men of his township, hnving a
thorough knowledge of his calling and being
largely interested . in stock-raising, making a specialty of Poland-China swine. He has spent his
entire life in Clark County, and was hom in
Springfield Township, September 27, 1852, at his
father's homestead, four and one-fourth miles
southeast of the city. He comes of substantial
Buckeye stock, being the son of Henry and Isabella J. (Baird) Stickney, who were also natives of
Clark County, and who formed a part of its most
reliable element-people who were honest .ancl industrious, and who enjoyed in a marked degree the
esteem of those around t,hem.
To the· parents of our subject there were born
two children only, himself anfl sister Sarah, the
latter now the wife of Robert Rogers. The paternal grandfather of om subject was John Stickney,
a native of England, who upon emigrating to Lhe
United States brought with him his wife and two
children-John and George-and located in Clark
County, where be spent the remainder of his days.
Later the family wns increased by the birth of two
more children-Henry, ti:Ie f a,ther of our subject,
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and a daughter, Mary A. Henry Stickney was a
stanch Union man during the late Civil War, and
a warm sup)Jorter of the Republican party. His
brother John was married and became the father
of two children-Harriet, the wife of the Rev.
Henry Stokes, and Mary, the wife of H. Newlovc.
The subject of this sketch was rear eel in a manner common to ttre sons of farmers in the early
days, attending school mostly during the winter
season, and assisting his father until his · marriage.
This event, occurred November 25, 1886, the
bride being Miss Catherine Huffman. Mrs. Stickney was born June 8, 1857, in Springfield Town-,
ship, and is the daughter of f:iamuel and Mnrgaret
Huffman, who were natives of Ohio and Germany;
the father is now living in Springfield, and t,he
mother is deceased. Of this union there have been
born Lwo chilflren-Baird and Howard.
In politics, like his father before him, Mr. Stickney gives his unqualiflerl allegiance to the Republican party. He settled at the fnrm whet·e he now
Jives in the S)Jring of 18~7. this comprising three
hundred and fifty ac1·es of pnmc lnnd belonging to
his mother. He avails himself of modern melhods
and the most improved machinery, and besides his
comfortable residence, has o11 the outbuildings
necessary for the shelter of stock nnd the storage
of grain. Fruit and shade trees add to tile beauty
of the place an(] the comfort of the family. l\1r.
and Mrs. Stickney are mem her~ of the Reformed
Church, attending services at Fletcher Chapel.
Henry Stickney and wife reside on their homestead
in Clark County.

J

OHN PERSON, late a resident. of Springfield
Townsliip, and who departed this life at his
homestead March 6, 1889, was born at Marston, between Leeds and York, in Yorkshire,
England, July 21, 1823. He was reared on a farm
and eflncated in th~ schools of his neighborhoocl.
His parent,s were John and Mary Person who spent
their ent,ire lives in theit· native England.
When the subject of this sketch was twenty-two
years o]d he was married to Miss Sarah Burnley,
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beginning the journey of life together, but by the
This lady was born March 26, 1826, two miles
exercise of great economy and the most unflagging
from the birthplace of her husband, and in 1850, a
year aft.er their marriage, they emigrated to Amerindustry they managed to keep the wolf from the
ica. Before the end of the year they settled on a
door and finally built up a good home and accumutraet of land in the southeast part of Springfield
lated a competence. Mr. Person was a publicTownship, Clark County, where tbey lived four
spirited citizen ancl had a hanrl in many of the
years. Mr. Person then determined to seek the
early improvements at Springfield, among other
farther West and removed to Iroquois County,
things assisting in building the Charleston Pike an!l
Ill. After a four year's sojourn in the Prnil"ie State,
the London Railroad. l\Irs. Person is the owner of
he returned to Ohio and resumed his residence in
nearly four hundred acres of land adjoining her
~iJringfield Township, purchasing eighty acres of
homestead and two hundred and eight acres in
land, whereon he. liveci with his family fot· a period
Moorefield Township, besides other farm property
of twenty years. Thence they Temoved to the presprobably aggregating thit·teen hundred acres of
ent residence on High Street, just east of the corland. She is an attendant and member of the Methporation limits wllich has been the home of the
odist Episcopal Church at Fletcher.
family since 1876.
Mr. Person was a man unusually ambitious and
energetic,industrious and frugal, and by the help of
his estimable wife accumulated a good property.
ONATHAN S. KITCHEN. The agricultuThere were born to them nine children, the eldest
rists of Clark County are well represented
of whom, William B., formed the thin! member of
by the above named gentleman, who is an
their little family while they were still in their naexcellent example of intelligent and upright
tive England, and died when a promising youth of
sixteen years; John died at the age of eleven
manhood, and of the enterprising, progressive Inmonths; George Edward was married and died in
borer in the ranks of husbandmen. To be sure he
1889, at tbe age of thirty-seven years, leaving four
has now retired fmm the l:tbors in which he was
children: Eliza married Francis Sultzbaugh and
so long engaged and taken up his abode in Springthey live at the homestead being the parents of two . field, to spend his declining years in the enjoyment
sons and one daughter; James is married und lives of reasonable pleasures and merited repose, but he
a half mile east of the old farm; he is the father of still owns a farm whose appearance proves his inone daughter; Mary, Mrs. Joseph Hinkle, bas one
dustry and ability as a tiller of the soil. It comchild, and her borne is neat· the old place; Martha
prises fonr hundred acres of land, which is in an
Ann married w;lliam H. iinyder, has one child
excellent state of productiveness and cultivation
and lives in Springfield; Willie J. died when six
and bears a complete line of excellent farm buildyears old; one infant died unnamed.
ings, together with sueh other improvements as
mark a well-kept estate.
Mrs. Person was born Marcil 26, 1826, and is a
daughter of John and Hannah (Bust) Burnley, of
The paternal graudfatuer of our subject was
Lincolnshire, England . Her parents with their
Stephen Kitchen, who was born in the State of Pennfamily of oeve..al children set sail for Australia
sylvania, near Hagersville, and was of English deswhen Miss Sarah was but five years old. There is
cent. He was" stock-dealer and farmer. In 1809
now living in Australia only one of her family, her
he located in 'Van·en County, Ohio, removing to
sister, Mrs. Mary Appleton. The mother, one sisClark County four years later, and in J. 828, cuangter and an aunt died on shipboard before reaching
ing his residence to Illinois, where he died. ilis son
their destination. The father subsequently reAbmham, was born in Warren County, in 1809, and
turned to England and died at Weathersby some
grew to manhood in Clark County, settling on
years after Mrs. Person had come to America.
and afterward purchasing a farm which had been
Mr. and Mrs. Person had very little means when
entered by his father. He spent his days on that
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tract of land in Green Town~hip, where he breathed
his last June 28, 1888. Ilis faithful companion
was born near Hillsborough, Highland County, and
bore the maiden name of Martha M. Jones. Her
father, Erasmus Jones, I.Jad come to this State from
Pennsylvania.
To Mr. and !\Irs. Abraham Kitchen four sons and
four daughters were born, wbose record is as follows: Margaret A. is the wife of John McCullough , deceased; the second ct1ilcl is the subject of
ti.Jis biographical sketch; Isaac M. now lives ncar
Selma; Erasmus J. lives on a farm a(ljoining the
old homestead; Mary J. married John Rife; Sarah
E., who died at the age of thirty. two years, was the
wife of George Elder; Jane V. died when fourteen
years old , and Stephen K. in his sixteenth year.
.Jonathan Kitchen has been a life.Jong resident
of Clark County, bis birth having taken plnce in
Green Township, November 7, 1831. He remained
on the borne farm until twenty-two years of age,
during this period having attended the district
sd10ols and spent one year as a sturlent in Wittenberg College. He then turned his attention to
farming and raising live stock, shipping the latter
to Cincinnati. These two branches of agricultural
work were carl'iecl on by him until be decided that
be was entitled to a more quiet life, and gave up
their active pursuit. Fortune bad smiled upon him .
although he:- smiles were won by unflagging indust.,·y, prudent employment of his means, and close attention to his affairs.
The marriage of Mr. Kitchen and Miss Amelia
Ridge, of Warren County, was celebrated November 10, 1852. The bride was born in 1831, in the
county in which her marriage took place anrl is a fitting companion for her husband, being intelligent,
enterprising, and of estimable character. Her father, Simpson Ridge, was of English descent and a
native of Bllcks County, Pa. Her mother, Jemima
Hisey, was of Ge1·man ancestry and a native of
Shenandoah County, Va. To Mr. and l\I1·s.
Kitchen two children have been born, a son nnd
daughter who arc yet at home and who are named
respectively, AI sa J. and J. Forrest.
Mr. Kitchen has filled various township offices,
among them being those of Trustee and Justice of
the Peace and lJe lias also served as County Com-

missioner. He belongs to Clark Lodge No. 101,
F. & A. 1\f., and to ti.Je fraternity of the Knights
of Honor. In politics he is a strong Republican.
He is a member of the Free-Will Baptist Church in
which he now holds the office of Treasurer and
Trustee.

AMES W ALLACI~ POLLOCK. One of
the finest estates in Greene County is that
belonging to the gentlema.n above named,
and occupying a fnvorable situation on th"
Xenia Pike, one and a half miles from Cedarville.
It comprises t!Jree hundred and sixty acres, one
hund1·ed of it adjoining the birthplace of Whitelaw
Reid, the noted journalist. Mr. Pollock is a prominent agl'icnlturist, belonging to the County and
State Boards of Agriculture, and to other societies
in which fa1·mers and stockmen are interested,
while his reputation for integrity and uprightness
is unimpeachable. Not only is be by these entitled
to the esteem of his fellow-men, but he is a thoroughly loyal citizen, who has suffered much in his
count1·y 's cause, not only enduring the ordinary
trials of army life, its privations and dangers, but
the horrors of a vile prison pen.
In Washington County, Pa., John Pollock wns
born and grew to manhood. In Westmoreland
County, of the same State, live"! Abraham and ,Jane
(Johnson) Elder, of Scotch-Irish stock, to whom
was born a daughter, Jane. The Elders removed
to Logan County, Ohio, about the year 1820, where
the husband and father became a man of note, esteemed for his sterling character and sturdy, common s~nse. He was elected one of the first judges
of the county;- ~nd served as such for many years.
John J>ollock !Javing come to Logan County, Ohio,
met l\liss Jane Elder, to whom h~ became attached
anrl after a successful wooing, the young couple
were united in maniage in 1834. They built a
home upon a piece of land near Huntsville, where
they reared a family of eight children, the subject
of this sketch being the third born, and having
opened his eyes to the light .January 12, 1840.
Young James Pollock was educated in the district
schools, afterward taking up a course of study in
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the select school near his home, and remaining with
his parents until after the breaking out of the Civil
War.
He then, on the 23d of .June, 1862, at
Huntsville, Ohio, enlisted in the Forty-fifth Ohio
Infantry, being enrolled in Company D, and acting with the army in Kentucky. He took part in
some of the principal engagements against Morgan,
that of Somerset being the most important. At
Philadelphia, Tenn., on the 20th of October, 1863 ,
be was taken prisoner, and was removed to Atlanta
and thence to Libby Prison , soon afterward being
sent to Belle Isle, where he was held for four months.
Thence he was conveyed to PemberLon, and after
a short sojourn there, to Andersonville, where he
spent six months during the worst days of that te,·rihle prison pen. Imagination fails to picture the
sufferings endured by its inmates, the most vivid
description falling fat· short of the actuality. A
few items regarding the experience of Mr. Pollock
are all that we shall note.
During his confinement Mr. Pollock had charge
of a mess of one hundred men, for whom he drew
the miserable stuff they called rations. The Commissary Serg~ant of a small party of colored troops
was brutally shot by the guard, and the rebels
would not issue rations directly to the negroes, so
it became necessary to have a white man draw their
supplies for them. The position was not a pleasant one to bold , and few men cared to undertake
it, but Mr. Pollock volunteered to take charge of
them, and did so until his removal from the place.
At one time the raiders became so numerous and
bold in th~ir depredations, even at times murdering the defenceless prisoners, that a committee was
formed to remedy the evil. Om· subject was onE
of th~ committee men and helped to bring the
rnisereants to justice, six of them being lmng.
When captured Mr. Polloek weighed one hundred and seventy-three p01wds, but under the pri.
vatioris of prison life his weight was reduced to
eighty-three pounds. When he had about made
up his mind to die, be received a hox from home in
which a little food ban been lef~, it having been
filled with clothing and food. but all of the former
and fully half of the latter having been taken out
by the Confederates. The letter in which the receipt of the box was acknowle1lged had of course
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t1) pass through the hands of his captors, and he
'notified his sister that through the courtesy of the
Confederate government he had receivell the box,
anrl asked that one be sent him evct·y two we ek~
until his release. He afterwarcl received two boxes
with a portion of their contents left in them, but
all the boxes contained from that time was confiscated by the rebels. A pound of sugar which came
in one of the boxes was sold by Mr. Pollock for $1
per spoonful, and with the money thus obtained he
bought a pirce of blanket to throw over himself.
But laying it down in the sun so that the vermin
would come out of it, he left it for a short time,
and on his t•eturn found that his comrade had traded
it off for a few bites to keep him from starving.
From Andet·sonville Mr. Pollock was sent to
Charleston, where a party of prison ers were kept
under guard six weeks until the stockade at Florence was complded, when they -were sent there.
On t heir way l10and a comrade-Charles Hoffman,
of Buffalo, N. Y.-madc a break for liberty, jumping from the cars while in m )tion, and falling into
a ditch of water. A few shots were fired at them ,
but they escaped in the darkness, trav eling all
night, but the next day, blood bounds being put
on their trail, they were run down, and reached
FlOl'ence b11t thirty-six hours behind the others.
11-lr. Pollock bears on his leg to this day the scars
left by the bites of the hounds. After spendiag
about ten weeks at Florence, the prisoners were
exchanged in Charleston Harbor in December,
1864, ancl from th ere were sent home on furlough.
Mr. Pollock rejoined his regiment April 5, 1865,
and was mustered out of service with them at Camp
Parker, ncar Nashville, ,June 19,_ following . Returning to Logan County, he entered Duff's Commercial College from which he was graduated the
following year. He then ailoptecl the drug business, in which be was busied for several years,
during two years of the time carrying on a store
in Cedarv ill e and one in Xenia, for a considerable
perioil . During his stay in Cedarville he became
acquainted with Miss Nettie, daughter of Samuel and Jane (Townsley) Anderson, of that placP,
to whom he became attached, and his regard being
reciprocated, they were married on the 4th of November, 1869. The father of Mrs. Pollock was
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born on the farm where our subject now lives, and
liverlupon it fifty-six years, rlying in August, 1869:
His widow, who is yet living, is n daughter of Samuel Townsley, one of th~ oldest settlers in this
county.
The family of Mr. and Mrs. Pollock comprises
tllree danghtcrs--Edith,Jennie and Junia. The eldest is now a sturlent in Monmouth College, Ill .• and
expects to .~raduate in the class of '92. Miss Jennie has already been gradu:tted from the Cedarville
schools, and her parents intenrl to give her also a
course at Monmouth, and to bestow the same advantage upon the youngest daughter, who is yet
attending the schools nearer llomc.
1\Ir. ;J>ollock is :t Republican,:and a stalwart antisaloon man, and is now the nominee on the Republican ticket for County Commissioner. In addition
to the agricultural boards of which he is a member,
he is one of the charter mem hers of the American
Devon Cattle Clu g, and also one of the founders
of the Ohio Spanish-Merino Sllecp Breeders' Association. These associations were formed for tile
purpose of improving the grade of stock. Mr.
Pollock has a thorough- brerl herd of shee(J and of
Devonshire cattle, all being well housed in two
large stock barns on the home !Jlace. He be longs
to the United Presbyterian Church, and holds the
office of Elder. It might be said that llis religious
belief was born and bred in him, as for many generations it has been that of the family.

D

R. ALEXANDER W. LAYBOURN. Although owning and residing upon a furm in
,
~pringfield Township, Clark County, the
above named gentleman devotes his attenti on to
the practice of his profession, in which he !Jas been
actively engaged since June, 1854. He enjoys n
large practice, and his reputation as a successful
physician extends over e. wide territoi-y, while his
long life in the count.y would alone entitle him to
the knowledge of a large circle of acquaintaner~.
He wn.s born in Harmony Township, October 3,
181 8, ·acquired a goorl common-school education,
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anrl began his career in life as a farmer. He began
reading medicine, however, with Dr. Berkley Gillett in 1846, and attended lectures at Sterling .
Medical College, Columbus. It. hn.s been his a illl
to inform himself regardin g all the later discoveries in medical science and to keep thoroughly
abreast of the times in his professional knowledge.
That he has succeeded in his efforts and that he
mal<es a wise use of remedies known to the medical
world, is abu ndantly proved by the fact that he has
not been pushed aside by younger physicians.
Tlte father of Dr. Layboum was born in Yorkshire, England, was christened Elisha, and when
old enough became a farmer. !-l aving come to
America and to the Buckeye State, he made the
acquaintance of J\liss Abigail Wood, a native of
Warren Cou nty , ar.d of English and German ancestry. In Springfield Township, Clark County,
tlley were united in marriage, settling in the western part of Harmony Township, although the husb'lnd afterward bought a small tract of land in
Springfield Township, upon wllich he settled and
where be died March 8, 1861. His widow survived
untill\Iarch 20, 1877. They were the parents of
four children, three of whom <lied when quite
. young, leaving our subject as the on ly representative of the family. He remained with his parents
until grown to manhood, when he married and settled on the old homestead ad joining his father's
home. He now owns two hu.ndred and fifty acres
of lan<l on S!IICtioQ 9, which be rents to his son.
Tile first marriage of Dr. Layhourn took place
in Harmony Township, his bride being J\iiss Susan
E. Moore, wllo died in Springfield Township. The
union was a childless one. The second wife of our
subject was in bet· girlhood Miss J!me Thomas, her
birth place being Hull, England. She was removed
by death September Iii, 1849, leaving two sons:
Elisha anrl John . The first-born is carrying on the
farm and John is a railroad engineer.
Tile pres~nt Mrs. Laybourn bore the maiden
name of Mary J. Wood. She was born near Catawba, Pleasant Township, and ably presides over
the home, surrounding her family with the comfort
which results from woman's taste and careful oversight of household affairs . She is tile mother of
four daughters: Ellen, Florence, Maggie and Ida;
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the eldest is now the wife of Frederick White, but
the otbers still brighten the home by their presence.
D•·. Lay bourn has always been a Republican. He
is a member of the Masonic fraternity and has l>een
for over twenty years. He has held some of the
scllool offices but prefers to devote his time entirely
to his profession, feeling that thus he can ilo more
for his fellow-men than in any othm· line of work.
\Vbile performing some <:hemical experiments on
May 22, 1872, he had the misfortune to lose his
right band. The acciilent bas not preventerl l-is
continuing his studies and investigations, nor l~s
senecl his usefulness to any pe<rceptiblc clegree.

AMES M. HODGE. Clark County is the
home of a numLe•· of men who arc not only
fine representatives of the farming community, but have done much to improve the
go.rarlc of stock in the county by introducing and
breeding blooded animals of various kinds. Among
these gentlemen is James l\1. Hodge, of Moorefield
Township, who has made several trips to Kentucky,
to buy fine Short-hom cattle. He now has about
seventy-five heacl of these, and raises Polann-China
hogs, Merino sheep and improved draft horses.
His beautiful home is located on section 33, anrl
the estate cc1mprises over five hun<h·ed acres o!
la.nrl, thb most of which is under excellent cultivation. With tbc exception of one hundred and
eighty acres received from his father's estate, the
property has been accumulated by his own effol't~.
The sn hject of this sketch is a granrlson of
Andrew Hodge, who, when a single man, was a
eompanion of Daniel Boone, the noted Kentucky
frontiersman. Andrew Hodge was a native of
Virginia, and to him and his wife, I~abel IIorlge,
were born six chil<iren, namely: William, John,
Eli, .James H., Sarnh and Jane M. James H., the
father of our subject, was born in the first year of
the present. centmy, and was about eight years of
age when his parents crossed the Ohio River, settling in Pleasant Township, Clark County. Here
grandfather Hoilge bought land from the Government, and began his labors as one of the earliest
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settlers of tbe town ship. The family tcntul <luring the first winter and o.fterward built a log cabin,
still later en·cting a seconcl an <I larger log house.
Here .James H . Hodge grew to manhood, doing
the usual amount of pioneer labor in <ieveloping
the lanrl, and receiving but a limited education,
for the advantages afforded in this section at that
time were very meagre. He became an extensive
stock-raiser, as well as the owner of a large landed
estate, and is numbered among the best pioneer
workers of the townsh~. He <lic<l September 23,
187~, when he bad reacherl the nge of nearly fou•·score years. His wife, known in her girlhood as
Elizabeth Sailor. smvived him some time, dying
Augugt 10, 1883. She was a native of Virginia,
antl a worthy companion and helpmate. To them
were bom six children, of whom the following survive: Samuel M. and John H. live in Champaign
County, Ohio; the next is the subject of this
notice; tiarah J . lives in Pleasant Township, this
county.
The natal <lay of ,James III. Hotlge
May 2,
1837. He grew to manhood in his native county,
whore be has continued to reside, continuing tbe
lalJors in which his ancestors were engaged. During his earlier years he bore a share in developing
the section from the somewhat primitive con<iition
of those days, and in the meantime took advantage
of the opportunities afforded in the common schools
to :tcquire as good an education as the circumstances woulrl warrant. He keeps himself well
informed regarding current event• ancl general
topics of interest, especially those which relate to
his life work. In politics, he is a sturuy Republican, and is a member of the Grange Lodge. He
is 1·ecognized as one who possesses progTessive
ideas,, an<l is interested in nll movements which
tenil to advance the prosperity and elevate the
societ.r of his n_ative State, and wbose private
chnrneter is such as to give bim good standing
among his fellow-men.
Mr. Hodge clrose for his companion in life Miss
Mnry A . Hunter, a native of Pleasant Township,
with who:n he was united in marriage March 15,
I S64. Mrs. I-Ioclge is a daughter of Lemut•l and
Nancy (Marsh) Hunter, who nrc still living in
Pleasant Township, wLerc they .~ettled mnny years
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ago. She is a woman of intelligence, housewifely
ability, and many sterling traits of character. To
her and her husband eight children have been born,
those who are yet spared to them bearing the
names of Asa W ., Ida M. and Anne I . Three
children died in infancy, while Emma and Lewis S.
passed away in later years.
In connection with this sketch the reader will be
pleased to noti~e lithographic portraits of Mr.
Hodge and his estimable wife.

f1

ICHAEL LEFFEL. Among the •old settlers of Clark County, Michael Leffel is
numbered, and his name will be held in
rem embmnce wherever the frontiersman's
work is known and appreciated. His parents came
to this county in an early day, and labored arduously among the pioneers , while their son, our
~ubject, born and reared amid scenes of a much
more primitive nature that those which now meet
his eye, has worked as as~id uously as they to still
farther develop the resources of t.be county.
In Botetourt County, Va.•Tames P. Leffel and
Elizabeth Miller were born. Both had become
residents of the Buckeye State early in the history
of Clark County, and in it they were marriNl, settling in Bethel Township. They afterward removed to llfad River Township, where Mr. Leffel
built a flouring-mill , which he carried on for several years. H~ then gave it up an<! returned to
Bethel Township, three yea•·s la,ter removing to
Springfield Township, where he spent the remainder of his life, his death taking place two miles
south of the city of Springfield .
Our subject is the eldest in a family of ten chi!clren, and was born March 20, 1822, in Bethel
Township, Clark County. He lived with his father
until he was twenty-thre~ years old, and then settled on a farm in Springfield Township, where he
now lives. Eight years were spent by him in
Miami County, but with that exception he has
been a continual tesident on his present estate since
be first took up his abode there. The farm con-

sists of two hundred and ten productive acres on
section 7, furnished with the usual farm buildings
and conducted by one who has always been a
farmer, is well and carefully managed, and proves
a remunerative piece of property.
In Mad River Township, ,Tune 6, 1844, the
rites of wedlock were celebrated between our subject and Miss Elizabeth Cosier. Mrs. Leffel was
born in Montgomery County, September 5, 1821,
and is a daughter of Henry and Mary (Meyers)
Cosier, natives of Pennsylvania. She is a fine example of Christian womanhood, is a member of
the Methodist Church, and has conscientiously
discharged her duties as wife, mother and neighbor.
The union of herself and our subject has been
blessed by the birth of eight children, two of whom
have been called hence.
The first-born was Xarisa, who became the wife of
James Drake, and died in Springfield Township;
the second was James H., who died when about
thirty-two years ohl. The oldest of the surviving
children is Winfield, who is living at home; the
next is Anna, wife of Joseph Kist; the neXL Leonidas, who is a farmer in Mercer County; following
him is Mary, the wife of Milton Crabill; Addison
is a farmer in Greene County; Elizabeth is the
wife of William McCreery.
Mr. Leffel is a believer in and supporter of the
principles of the Republican party. He has held
the office of School Director, discharging its
duties in a manner which reflects credit upon himself and those whose interests he ~crvcs. He has
been identified with the Methodist Episcopal
Church since he was nineteen years old, and bas
endeavored to manifest in his life the principles in
which he believes.

ENRY OTSTOT. This young genileman
is the owner and occupant of a beautiful
farm in Clal"l< County, and is classed among
the most progressive farmers and stockraisers of the section. His estate is located ' on
section 30, in the northwestern part of Harmony
Township, and consists of one hundred and sixty-
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one broad and fertile acr1·s which have been improved in every way proper to a model farm. The
finesL Short-horn cattle and Poland-China hogs are
rais'e d and the crops produced are in quality and
quantity equal to the best.
The gentleman with whose name we introduce
this sketch is · a son of Willia.n 1\I. and Rebecca
( Knan b) Otstot, of Springfield Township, and was
born two and a half miles southeast of the county
seat, December 14, 1862. He was reared on the
parental estate receiving his education in Congress
Hall schoolhouse, and remaining with his parents
until his marriage, when he located on the farm
whei·e he now resides.
The wife of Mr. OLstot is a young woman whose
intelligent mind, pleasiug manners, and estimable
character ha·re endeared her to many friends. She
was known in her maidenhood as Miss Fannie Yeazell; and was born in 1\feehanicshurg, July 3, 1R66.
She IS a daughter of .John A. and Ma•·y Ann
(Baird) Yeazell, her parents being natives of Pleasant and Harmony Townships respectively. Her
grandfathers are Jacob Y cazell and William Baird
both well known in the localities in which they reside.
The riLes of wedlock were celebrated between
Mr. Otstot :mrl Miss Yeazell, January 26, 1888.
Tbey are numbered among the most highly re~pected members of the community, the intelligence, enterprise and steadfast character of the
husband assuring to him the friendship of his
associates. The future is bright with promise to
the young couple whose influence will doubtless
extend as years go by.

~ ENRY STICKNEY.

Although the life of
; a farmer does not present the salient points
that are found in the experience of a city
resident, it is not therefore devoid of interest, nor unworthy of being preserved ip a volume of this nature. Many years spent in tbe quiet
and consistent performance of the daily duties of
life is certainly sufficient to entitle any man to a
place in the memory of his fellow-citizens, and
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wllen an intelligent mind, an active public spirit,
and agreeable manners are adc1ed, the esteem is
deepened and influence widenctl. Of such a nature
and chnracter is the su bjecL of this sketch whose
life has been spent in Clark County and who i~
well known to her citizens as a man of honor uprightness and wide information.
John &ticKney, the father of our subje~t was
born in Hemingborough, Yorkshire, England, mar .
rying Sarah Cook, a native of tlle same shire. They
emigrated to America in 1819 and having chosen
a location in tlle Buckeye State, made iL their
home until death. They located upon a tract of
land in Springfield Township, Clark County, where
the father breathed his last March 6, 1850, the
mothe1· surviving until April 17, 1867.
Th6 subject of this' biographical notice is the
fonrth in a family of five children, and was bom
on his father's farm November 26., 1821. He has
always resided in the immediate vicinity, his own
farm on section 3, being quite near the home of
his boyhood. The estate which he now owns comprises three hundred and sixty broad and fertile
acres, so managed that a visitor, however unlearned
in farm life, would he struck by its appearance of
fertility and tl!rift. A fine set of farm buildings
lias been erected, the cl welling being particularly
attaactive, its ouLward appearance not belied by the
comfo•·t which is diseernible upon crossing the
threshold.
An important step in .the life of 1\'Ir. Stickney
was taken November 11, 1851, when at the home
of the bl'ide in Harmony Township, he was united
iu marriage with Miss Isabel J. Baird. She is tbe
eldest of seven children hom to the late William
D. and Sarah M. (Hodge) Bail·d, who were natives
of Kentucl<y. &he wfos hom in Harmony Townsbip, Clark County, June 30, 1827, and remained
untie•· tbe parental roof until her marriage. Her
mother came to the county in 1808, and her father
in 1807, after tbeir ma1Tiage settling in the township which was their home until death. Mrs. Baird
depmted this life February 18, 1876, and Mr. Baird
breathed his last June 30, 1885. To 1\'Ir. an<\ Mrs.
Stickney have been born two children--Willi"m J.
and Sarah J. The former married l\Iiss Katie R.
Huffman and lives in Harmony Township; the !at-
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ter is the wife of Rober~ Roger~, a farmer in Springfield Township.
Mr. Stickney has. be~n School Director for twelve
years, his continnancc in the ofllce proving that his
neighbors recognize his interest in erlucational
a!l'airs and his ability in advancing them. In politics, he is n Republican. Both himself and wife
have been active members of the Methodist Episcopal Church for a number of years. Mrs. Stickney
possesses one of those gentle yet strong characters,
which not only make home the happiest ~pot on
earth for husband and children, but which are felt
as an influence for good throughout the entire circle of her acquaintance and cause many to "rise
up and call her blessed."
The fg.ther of our subject was born in 1780 and
just one hundred years afterward, his son had the
pleasure of visiting the old count.t·y and viewing
the spot where his fnther was born. He was absent
from his home two months, spending ten days in
the city of London, and al.tending the International
Sunday-school Convention which was held there
and at which fourteen nationalities were represented.

OSEPH E. DEITRICK. In arlrlition to
being one of the most substantial farmers of
Harmony TownslJip, Clark County, Mr.
Deitrick is successfully engaged in the
breeding of Hambletonian and Clyclesrlale horses,
in connection witll which he bas obt~inecl an enviable reputation. He resides on his father.in!aw's old homestead, which comprises three hundred and twenty aeres of choice land, to which
the children have added three hundred and ninetytwo acres in Beaver Creek Valley, and erected a
fine brick residence.
The subject of this sketch was born in Madison
Township, 1\[ontgomet·y County , this State, in 1848,
and is a son of Joseph and Hnchel (Brown) Deitriek, the former of whom was born in 1\Iontgomery County and the latter in Brownsville, Incl.
The parental family consisted of three sons and
three daughters, viz.: Elizabeth, Peter, Susan,
Joseph E., Theodore and Sarah, all of whom Jived
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to lle o~er sixteen years old. The family originated in Switzerl>md, of which country the
paternal grandfather, Peter Deitrick, was a native
and whence he emigrated to t!Je United States as
early as 1800. He occupied himself in farming
rursuits, and was the father of three sons and three
daughters.
Joseph E. Deitrick spent his boyhood and youth
quietly and uneventfully, and was occupied in
farm pursuits, obtaining his education in the common school. On the 13th of May, 1880, he was
joined in werllock with Miss Caroline E. Baird,
who was born at the farm where she now resides
to Peter C. and Frances (Wilson) Baird. Mr.
Baird was a native of Westmoreland County, Pa.,
and was born September 16, 1792. His good
wife was born iu Lincoln County, N. C .. August
29, 1802.
Peter Baird was only two years old when his
parents, leaving Pennsylvania, started, in 1794.
down the Ohio River and settled in Fleming
County, Ky. , where tbey resided until 1808.
Thence they changed their residenee to Clark
County, this State, settling on section 30, of what
is now Harmony Township. The wife and mother
died tbere Angllst 12, 1859. l\Ir. Bait·d survived
his partner for a period of fourteen years, dying
November 1, 1873. Twelve c!Jildren were born to
t!Jem, eleven of whom grew to mature years. These
were named respectively: William J.; Clarissa J.,
who manied John Mills; Dorothy, w!Jo died when
a maiden of sixteen years; John 'V. and. Samuel
S., deceased; WUis H., who is now a resident of
Dade County, Mo.; Caroline E.: Lewis E., of
Jessamine County, Ky.; Robert J., who was killed
at the battle of the Wilrlerness, being a · member of
the One Hundred Rnd Tenth Ohio Infantry; and
i:iusan M. Mary A. died aged thirty-five years,
and one died in infancy.
Willis H. sc1·ved with the one hundrecl days'
men in the One Hunrlred and Fifty-seconrl Regiment and Lewis E. served nearlr four years, first
in the Second Regiment and then re-enlisted in
the Thirty-First Regiment. He was wounded
through the right leg at Chickamauga.
The fatuer of Mrs. Deitrick during his early
manhoo<l was· an old-line Whig, and later became
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a staneh Hepublican, being a strong supporter of
the Union <lnring the Civil War. He and his wife
were memhers in goo<l standing of the Methodist
Protestant Church. Mr. Baird was one of the
most public-spir·ited men of hi8 community and a
leading farmer. His father, William Baird, was
born in Hagarstown, M<l. His wife, Dorothea,
was a native of the same place and belonged to
the Methodist Episcopal Church. They were born
respectively, March 16, 1762 , an<l March, 1760.
Their children were named as follows: Esther,
Susan, Sarah, Peter C., John, Mary and William D.
Peter C. and John served in the war of 1812.
Grandfather Baird was a soldier of the Revolutionary War, and remove<l to Kentucky in 1794.
Later he came to Ohio, and.die<l in Har·mony Township, March 9, 1836, surviving his wife, wh<:> died
September 4, 1824. The latter had five brothers
who served on the side of the Colonists in the war
for independence; her family c'me from Holland.
The father of William Baird bore the same name
as himself, and was of English parentage. He was
a slave owner in Maryland during the Colon_bl
days.
Politically, 1\fr. Deitrick affiliates with the Republican party. His wife and her sister Susan are connected with the Methodist Protestant Church. The
family are wirlely known in their community, and
enjoy the frienrlsbip and acquaintance of the best
people around them.

OHN A. STEW ART. The traveler passing
through_ Ha~mony_ Tow. nship, Clark County,
and notrng 1ts quiet conntr-y homes, wbei'e
~ as a rule plenty abounrls, casts a second
glance at the Stewart homestead which is evidently
under tbe supervision of a thorough and progressive farmer. It lies one and one·half mi\r.s southeast of Plattsburg, and comprises two huurlre<l and
fifty-one well-tilled a"res which yield bountifully
the rich crops of the Buckeye State, and are also
arlmirably adapted to stock-raising, which forms a
leading feature of its operalions.
A native of Clark County, this State, our subject
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wns born April 11, 1855, and is the son of Charles
and Isabel (Nicholson) Stewart, who were. natives
of Greene and Harmony Townships. He is the
only living child of his father's first marriage, and
the one hundred and fifty-a01·e farm which he now
owns and occupies, was " legacy left him by his
mother. Tbe latter died in 1859, when John A.
was four years olrl. Our subject remainerl with his
father, who was married a second time, pursued his
first sLurlies in the common scl10ol, and mbseqnently
attended Lebanon Norma.! School. When twentytwo years old he rcmoverl to hiti present farm. To
this lle has since given his undivided attention, and
has been am ply rewarded for bis perseverance and
industry.
When approaching his twenty-eighth year, Mr.
Stewart was married February 21, 1883, at the
bride's home near Home1·, Champaign County, Ill.,
to Miss Angeline Spenc·er. Mrs. Stewart was born
l\Iarch 14, 1861, ne:tr Vienna, Clark County, Ohio,
and a daughter of Hamilton H. and Mary (Vickery) Spencer, the former a native of Vienna, Clark
County, and the latter born near the city of
Springfield. They removed to Homer Township,
Champai gn County, Ill., in the year 1865. The
father died there on the lOth of February, 187:1,
when approaching the sixtieth year of hiti age,
having been born June 8, 1812 or 1813. He
was a prominent man in the community, having
served as the Trustee of Harmony Townnbip for
the long period of twenty years, and was also land
Asse~sor in 1860.
As a farmer he was highly successful, being a man of great industry, good judgment, and an excellent financier.
The mother of Mrs. Stewart is still living, and a
resident of Champaign County, Ill. The five childJ'en of the parental family were named respectively: Matthew J . ; Norah a teacher; Fr·eeman V.,
George H. , and Angeline. l\1r. Spencer was a
prominent member of the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, of whose principles he was a warm
admir·er. The paternttl grandparents of Mrs. Stewart were l\IntLhew and Abigail (Rice) Spencer, who
were of English birth and ancestry, anrl among the
earliest pioneers of Vienna.
To onr subject and his good wife there have been
born three children-Bruce S., Charles Chester, and

-

PORTltAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.
-~---~-=
-=
- =-=
~ -=~=-=-=-==-~ ---- ~ ==;c=-=--===========

F:mnie ~Iaude. l'olitically, l\Jr. Stewart gives his
allegiance to the Republican party. He ilas served
two years as Townsilip Trustee, and for six years
was a member of the Republican Central Committee. Without making any great stir in the worl~,
he has pursued the even tenor of hi~; way as an honest man and a good dtizen, looking well to the
comfort of bis family, and proving a hospitable
neighbor.

e

HARLES F. EDWARDS, although still quite
a young man, is numbered among the prosperous dealers of Xenia, Greene County,
where he conducts a wholesale establishment for the
buying and shipping of hides. He has been engaged in that business about twelve years, devoting himself to its details with untiring energy and
prudence, and dealing honorably with his fellowmen. Tbe private character of Mr. Edwards is irreproacbnble; he is a member of the :Baptist Church,
and of the Republican party, although he has not
heen in politi~ except in so fnr as to cast his vote~·
Mr. Edwar1s was hom in Ohio, July 26, 1852,
and until the age of seven years lived on the farm.
He then aceompnniecl his parents, J. V. B. Edwards
and wife, to Xenia, where he completed his education , and lJns since been engaged in business. His
patemal history appears on another page of ttis
work, in the sketch of his respectecl father.
On 1\farch 23, 1876, Mr. Edwards was united in
marriage with Miss Blanch Mel ntosh, of Xenia.
The bride was born in Princeton, Gibwn County,
Ind. , July 3, 1857, but grew to maturity in Xenia,
where almost iler cntit·e life has been passed. She
is a woman of intelligence, refinement, and estimable character, who is highly regarded by all who
know her. She is the mother of one son, Fred.
The paternal grandfather of l\'lrs. Edwards was
the first white male child born in Greene County,
which ile made his home during his entire life. He
is numbered among its very earliest citizens, the
name of William 1\lclntosh, Esq., being historical
in this vicinity. All of his male descendants are
nnw ilead, except one, Martin, of Monticello, Ill.
One of his sons was William R., born in Xenia,
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who grew to maturity in Greene County, marrying
Miss Kat~ Williams, of Cincinnati, July 7, 1847.
Their home during the most of their wedded life
was in tilis county. After the death of :Mr. Mcintosh, his widow married Samuel B. Cretors, whom
she also survived, suleequcntly becoming the wife
of E. Lindner, IlL D. She now bas her summer
home in Clay Center, Kan., and her winter home
in Florida. Her father, William G. G. Williams,
(grandfather of Mrs. Edwards), was born in Pembrookshire, Wales, whence he came to Cincinnati,
in that city marrying Miss Catherine Jone&, also of
Wales, who traced her ancestry back to Sir Owen
Tudor. .Mr. Williams was an attorney-at-law, and
practicer] his profession in Cincinnati for many
years, and until his bst illness. Three of his children grew to maturity - two sons and Mrs. Lindner.

J

OHN CASH FOLGER. agent of the Adams
Express Company at Xenia, has been the
inc!!mbent of his present position since
January I, 1884-a reconl which indicates
the manner in which he bas fulfilled his duties in
connection therewith, and he has been connected
with this company for morf; than twenty years.
This long experience has given him a good insight
into R business whose transactious extend from
Maine to California, and has been a liberal sclwol,
acquainting him with not only tile intricacies of
the express service, but giving hirn t.he opportunity
to learn much in conuection with almost. numberless other enterprises.
A native of the Buckeye State, Mr. Folger was
born in the city of Cincinnati June 13, 1838. His
parents were Thomas Barnarcl and Catherine (Risk)
Folger. Thomas B. Folger was born in Cincinnati,
Ohio, January 31, i 815, and went with his parents
to the vicinity of Fairmount, near Cincinnati cluring the early settlement of that region and where
he established a homestead in which his son, John
C., still maintains an interest. When reaching man's
estate Thomas Folger became interested in dairying, and prosecnterl this successfully for many years
and up to tile time of his death, which occurred
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March 4, 1855, in the city of his birth where be be.
came a prominent and honored resident. In connection with dairying the elder Folger likewise
prosecuted farming. He was chietly interested,
however, ill the dairy business and became one of
the most extensive milk delllers in the Queen City.
The old stable which he used for so many years,
together with the fm·m, is still utilized for the same
purpose. Politically, Thomas Folger was a stanch
Whig, nll'l totally opposed to the institution of
slavery. He married l\liss Catherine, daughter of
Thomas Risk, also a pioneer settler who ha<l emigraterl hither fwm New Jersey. The mother passed
away p-ior to the decease of her husband. She
was a member of the Cbristi"n Church. Tb'lmas
Risk was the original owner of the farm upon
which our subject was born and which was also the
birthplace of his mother.
The Folger family was of Quaker antecedents,
and the later representatives belonged to the peaceable Soc·iety of Friends. Grandfather Elihu Folger was born October 10, 1763, and learnerl the
trade of a cooper. After going to Cincinnati he
purchased a farm of Nicholas Longworth who was
a warm friend of his. He married a lady whose
first name was Elizabetil, and dierl May 7, 1837,aged seventy-three years, seven months and five
days. He emigrated with his wife from Nantucket,
Mass., to Cincinnati, Ohio, landing there November 7, 1812.
The subject of this notice spent his boyhood and
youth around the parental homestead , attending
the city schools anrl assisting his father on the farm
and at dairying. In 1859, he was in the employ of
the Louisiana & Tehauntapec Califomia Route
Company, on the Jstl!mus of Tebauntapec, Mexico.
During 1862, he was the employe of the Govemment at Cincinnati, and in January 1863, entered
the service of the old Harnden Express Company,
which, in October, 1869, was consolinatcd with the
Adams Express Company, making its headquarters
at Cincinnati, anrl Mr. Folger was appointed the
agent at Marietta, Ohio. Ha remained there until
the withdrawal 'lf the agency from that town ancJ
was then stationed at Columbus until being ussigned
to the office in Xenia. He has given very little
attention to politics, with the exception of uphold-
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ing by his vote the princip\es of the Republican
party. At the outbreak of the Civil War he was
one of the fit·st to enter the ranks of the Union
Army, enlisting in 1861, in Company E, FifLh Ohio
Infantry, which remaine!l at Camp Denison until
reorganization for the later service.
III r. Folger was married Decem her 25, 1861, to
Miss Elizabeth A. Newland. This lady was born
in Clinton County, Ohio, and of this union there
a1·e two children-~a son anrl daughter; the former,
Will B. is in the employ of the Pennsylvania Railroad Company; Miss Aura is at home with her parents. Mr. and Mrs. Folger, although leaning toward
the doctrines of the Congregational Church which
has no society in Xenia, have identified themselves
with the Presbyterian Church. The reputation
which Mr. Folger bears both in business and social
circles indicates that h6 is held in the highest esteem by the entire community.

e

OL. MILTON CHENEY is the owner and
occupant of one of the fine' farms of Clark
County, and a man , who, although comparatively young, occupies a prominent rank among
the farmers and stockmen of this section. He has
been one of the chief instruments in improving the
stock of the county, and upon his estate may be
found thoroughbred animals of various kinds. He
makes stock-raising his specialty. His hero of cattle contains seventeen tl!oroughbred Short-l!orn
cows, all registered, and he also has a fine flock of
thoroughbred sheep, although these have not been
booked. The farm upon which he lives comprises
three hundrerl and sixty aeres of fine land, which
he personally superintends, and upon which he has
placed over three thousand rods of tile ditching.
This one fact is indicative of the enterpr ising nature of the man and the manner in which be makes
improvements.
Mr. Cheney was born July 7, 1850, on the place
adjoining that which he now occupies, was reared
and educated here, and has never been away from
this neighborhoorl a month at a time, although be
has made a number of excursions to points of in-
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tcrest. He bas taken a number of business trips to
1
Chicago, has visite<l New York City and many of
the States of tbe Union, and also"took in" the Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia. He receivccl a
good common-school education, to wbi<·h his native
intelligence and keen observation have added much
of the knowleclge which gives Lim a good rank
among men of intelligence, and the wisdom which
only practical experience cnn bring.
Altlwugh but ten years of age when the late war
beggn, illr. Cheney became enthusiastic as a Union
supporter, and became a drummer boy in tile service. His father, however, would not allow him to
go away from home, and he was fain to content
himself by wielding his drumsticks for the militia
ct home aod "beating up recruits." His elder
brotller spent fom years in the field, during bis
service receiving a slight wound.
The subject of this sketch is tile only rcpr~senta.
tive living in this neigllborhoocl, of a family which
once held an important position here. It is that
of bis maternal grandparents, William and Elizabeth (Peterson) Harpole, who at one time owned
about six thousand acres of land in tllis neighborhood. l\Irs. Harpole was a native of Virginia,
whence ber parents removed to Ch!llicothe, Ohio.
There sbe was married, she and her husband ere
long taking up their abode on what is still known as
the old Harpole place, adjoining that now occupied
by their grandson. They were the parents of three
sons and five daughters: Mary Ann manied l\I. T.
Paullin; l\latil.da became the , wife of .JonatlJan
Cheney; Phmbe married James Phifer, of l\Iadison
County, Ohio; Malissa married William Paiot, of
Oregon; l\by Elizabeth married Dr. Bailey, of the
same State; 'Villiam, now in the commission busi·
ness in Ch\cag-0, started the first cattle ranch in
Chicago; Peter and his wife are now deceased, but
their family live in Bloomington, Ill.; .Jesse died at
the age of fifteen years .
.Jonathan Cheney, the father of our subject, was a
son of William and Rebecca Chency,of Virginia, who
settled near Mechanicsburg, Ohio. Tl!ere Jonathan
was born and reared to tbe age of seventeen years,
when he began driving cattle and cutting corn, for
whkh be received thirty-five cents per day. After
making a couple of trips across the mountains with

cattle, he went into the business for himself with the
assistance of .John Anl<ing, of Xenia. He continued in the business nntil his death, which took place
in March, 1865, wben he had reached the age of
fifty years. He and his wife l\lntilcla were the parents of three children, the subject of t)lis sketch being the youngest membe•· of tbe family. The oldest is 'Villiam, now a railroad man, whose home is
at South Cl!arleston. ,Rebecca, the widow of 111. .
H. Young, now makes her l!ome in Los Angeles,
Cal., on account. of the delicate health of her only
son.
On April 27, 1871, the subject of this sketch was
united in marriage with Addie, daughter of L. B.
Sprague, of Harmony Township, who now makes
bis home with his son-in-law. Altbougl1 he is seventy-six years of age, he is still prominent in the
county where he has been a man of note for many
years. For a number of years lJC has been Commissioner, and he has been a member of the State
Board of Agriculture three terms. For thirty-two
years he has been Secretary of the Clark County
Agricultmal Society, to which position be bas recenl.ly been re-el"cted. His wife breathed her lnst
in August, 1872, l~aviug seven daughters and one
SOIL
To Mr. and Mrs. Cheney of this notice, five
children have been horn , named respectively:
lllollie M., Hattie B., Pearl H. , Howanl L., and
ticott S.
Mr. Cheney has always been a Republican, as
was his .father before him. He has been a delegate
to eacll County Convention for the last eight years,
is very popular with bis party, and has been elected
to several public ofllces. For three years he bas
been Township Trustee. During the last siJttcen
years he has held the ofllce of Scllool Director in
which position llis labors to advance tbe cause' of.
e•lucation, are well known and J1ighly appreciated.
Both the Cheney an<l the Harpole families bave fur
generations been iclentified witu the 1\fethodist
Cln11·ch. The fine residence now occupied by Mr.
Cheney was erected in 1888, following an example
set by his forefatuers, who, during each of tbe three
past generations have put up one of the finest residen ces in their locality. In 18~8 the father of our
subject built a barn wbieh was much tbe largest in
the county. and which was <i<·,troyed by fire in
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1890. In 1885 one of his houses was struck by
lightning, and although not one of the fifteen persons whQ were iu it
the time, was killed, not an
article was saved from it.

at

---·•+•··~~- ... EON ARD SHEAFF. Notwithstanding the
fact that Mr. Sheaff and his estimable companion have experienced too vicissitudes
necessary to secure a good home and rear a family
as worthy parents desire, they have found much
pleasu re in life, and probably no couple of their
years enjoy exist.encc more than they. Although
both have passed tile limit of years which are prom·
ised to mankind, they still enjoy good !Jealth anrl
have tile happy dispositions and industrious habits
which mal<e life a bles•ing not only to themselves
but to those about them. Tbeir home, which is situated about a quarter <1f a mile·from the city limits
of Springfield, is one of the pleasantest abodes which
can be found iu this section of the State. The
farm comprises one hundred and eight ~cres of
well-developed land ... nd the impt;ovements upon
it include all necessary and adequate buildings, the
residence being a fine;bril-k structure.
The gentleman of 'i whom we writ.e was bom in
Dauphin Township, i.,ancastcr County, Pa., February 9, 1810. His fathet·, Joseph Sheaff, was bor n
and reared in the same county, where he fqllowed
the trade of a hatter. He died in 1826 upon a farm
which he had purchased in Daupl!in Township.
His widow, whose.maiden name was 1\Iary Krouse
and who was a native of the same county, came to
Ohio aft.er his death and breat.hed her last at the
home of her son John . The parental family consister! of eleven children-Elizabetb, John, Barney,
Catherine, Joseph, George, Leonard, Barbara,
Polly, Agnes and Nancy. All hut George were
reared to ye~rs of maturity.
Th e father of our subject was poor, and wit.b a
large family to support it was necessary that his
children should begin the labors of life at an early
age. Yonng Leonat·d , therefore, was but ten years
old when he begun work, in various ways assisting
his father in the support of the family. After the
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death of the father he went to Cayuga County,
N. Y., where he was employed upon a farm. During the fir$t year, he received for his services $10
per month, his wag~s afterward being ad vancecl to
$ 12. l-Ie remained in that county until lll40, during the latter part of the time farmin g on shares.
He then determined to seek a lwme farther Weot,
and in November placed his earthly possession,
which included a wife, fiv e children, an<l some
household goods, into a wagon. They had a good
team of horses and fourteen days after bidding
arlien to their East.ern hom e" reached Clark County,
Ol1io.
In the following spring, Mr. Sbeaff rent.ed tue
farm upon wb icil he now res icles and removed his
family into a log house which stood upon it. Aftet'
having rented the estate nine years, be purchased
it, paying $37 per acre, and afterward making various improvements, among them being the erection of a dwelling to take the place of the log bouse
in which they had lived nearly twenty years. In
all the labors of life, Mrs. l:iheaff bas proved !Jerself
a valuable helpmat.e and loving companion whil~
the joys of life have been enhan ced by her appreciation . ~lte was born in Onieda County, N. Y. ,
March 11, 1811, and bore the maiden name of
Sarah Champney. She became the wife of Mr.
Sheaff February 28, 1833, and they celebt·atecl their
fiftieth wedding ani vcrsary a few years since, when
children and friends gathered to do honor to their
long and happy wedded life. Their family consists of four living children-Mary, Caroline,
George Ylf ., an<l James M. ; they have been called
upon to part with the third daughter-Myra. The
oldest daug!Jter is the wife of Jeptua Quiek, and
lives in Richland County, Ill.; Caroline is with bet·
parents at home; the two sons l'eside in this county.
The deceaserl daughter was the wife of Charl~s
i<:verett ai1cl died in Springfield when twenty-two
years of age. Both Mr. and Mrs. Sheaff ar.; regular att!mdants of the Baptist Church, although they
are not icl entificd with the organization, as both
believe in universal salvation for all mankind.
Mrs. Sheaff is a daughter of Nathaniel F . Champney, a native of the ol<l Bay State, who became a
pioneer settler in Oneida County, N.Y. After re' siding at Rome a few y ears, he removed to Ben-
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nington, Vt., when his daughter was about a year
old. In 182fl, he returned to the Empire State,
journeying by teams to Troy thence on the Erie
Canal to Lake Cayuga, on which he completed his
journey to the vicinity in which he settled in
Cayuga County. There he spent the remainder of
his life , his wife also dying in that county. She
bad been known in her girlhood as Miss Lydia Kilbourn, and like her husband was a native of the
old Bay State.
A portrait of Mr. Sbeaff accompanies this per·
sonal sketch.

-,
J

ACOB W. BRUGGER is tlw local manager

I of the Western Union Telegraph Company

; in Springfield, having taken charge of their
He was born in the village of Lagonda, April 16, 11:!57, and is the eld est
son of George and Josephine (Antz) Brugger,
both of whom are natives of Germany, whence
they came to Dayton, Ohio, when quite young.
In that city they were united in marriage, soon
afterward locating in Lagonda, this county, for a
short lill!e, when they removed to Springfield,
Ohio, where they have resided many years. l\lr.
Brugger is a wagon-maker, and is still working at
his tr:Hie in this city. His wife departed this life
in 1882. Of the seven children born to them, one
died in infancy. The ·Jiving brothers and sisters
of om subject are: Joseph, a clerk in a grocery
store; Dora, Josepbine, Mary am! Bernardine, wbo
assists her brother in the telegraph office.
The gentleman whose name initiates this sketch
for a time attended tbe German Catholic Schoo l,
where be acquired a knowledge of both. the German and Englisb languages. He afterward pursued his studies in the public schools of Springfield.
At the age of fifteen years be became a messenger
boy for the Atlantic & Pacific Telegraph Company, continuing to serve them tbree years. He
then ·learned the art of telegraphy, under the in.
struction of James P. llfartindell, under whom be
contin11ed to work until 1877, He then entered

!) office in 1883.

the employ of t he Western Union Telegraph Company, their business in this city being managerl by
John W . Parsons, under whom Mr. Brugger held
a position until his superior was elected Treasurer
of Clark County and succeeded by L. T. Clemans.
Mr. Brugger retained his position under the
new manager for three years, and then succeeded
to the managerial chair, a position which be has
beld since assuming its duties in 1883. He is an
expert operator, and his business ability and trustwc•rthiness at·e such as to win the confidence of his
employers, and give him good repute among his
fellowmen. He and his family belong to the German Catbolic Church.
The cozy residence on Lagonrla Avenue, which
is owned and occupierl by Mr. Brugger, is presi<led over by a lady who possesses the hospitable
nature and housewifely ability which seem inherent in the natives of" Kentucky, where she was
born. She bore tbe maiden name of Katie Miller,
and is a da·tghter of F. J. and Agnes Miller, who
removed to Springfield when she was twelve years
old. She acquired a good education, and is an
an entertaining companion . Her marriage to l\Ir.
Brugger was celebrated June 28th, 1882, and has
been blessed by the birth of three cbildren-Francis J., Agnes llf. and Paul I.

OSEPH M. FOLCK. Tbis gentleman is one
of thu oldest settlers of Greene County, as
well as one of its most liberal and public
spirited citizens. After years of active labors by which he bas acquired a fair share of tbis
world's goods he bas retired from the more laborious duties of life and is occupying a lovely home
in Osborn, enjoying to the full "the goods the gods
provide." He is a lover of the piscatory art and
other out-of-door amusements to whose enjoyment
he gives himself heartily, proving a genial companion to otber lovers of the rod and similer recreations. He is well-informed, possesses firm and
upright principles, and is a capable business man,
respected by all with whom be comes in contact.
Although the title of Doctor i$ commonly be~towed
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upon Lim, he is not a physician; the title was given
him while as a young man he was assisting au aunt
in compounding medicines and has clung to him, as
such popular terms will, throughout his life.
lllrs. Folck, however , has practice<[ the healing
art for over forty-five years, during which she has
performed some of the most wonderful cm'es. She
desirect sorue years since to give up her practice
but was unable to do so, being sought out by those
to ..-hom her reputation is known. She, however,
only attenrls to the office practice, which is extensive. She is probably the only lady pliysician in
the county at the present time, and was the second
within its bounds to devote herself to that profession.
The subject of this sketch was born near Byron,
this county, ,July 9, 1824, being tbe second child
of Daniel and Mary (Mb~ehead) Folck. He was
reared to farJL pursuits being earl.v set to work at
such labors as his strength would permit uf, in the
intervals of his attendance at school. His educational training was received in the old fashioned
log schoolhouse with its slab benches and other
primitive fumisLing, whe•·e he acquired an excellent
knowledge of the branches then taught in the common scl10ols. He' remained under the parental
roof until 1841 when he went to Elkhart County,
Ind., where he spent a year, working upon a farm
and in a mill. He then returned to his home and
employed himself upon a farm in that township
until 1843. His next change of residence was to
the home of his aunt, Mrs. Susan Folck, whom he
assisted in preparing medicines. She was a practicing physician, having learned the science front
her father-in-law, Dr. John George Folck.
Studying medicine with Dr. !::iusan Folck was
Mi<:ls Barbara A. Shigley, to whom om subject hecame attached and with whom he was united in
marriage February 14, 184 7. After his marriage
111r. Folck engagerl in farming, owning and operating thirty acres of land which he devoted to truck
farmiug, in which branch of agricullure be became
very successful. He bought a farm of ninety-six
acres of land in Miami Township, which he still
owns, and which is well improvccl. In 187 6 he
sold the thirty-acre tract, built a eozy dwelling in
Osborn and mov~cl into town. He has two resi-
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deuces anrl three lots in the city and the only business which he does is to look after his investments.
Afler the dcatb of Dr. Susan Folck, which occu rred
not many month s afte •· the marriage of our subject,
his wife continued the practice of her former instructor. She travelecl some but gave the most of
Ler attenlion to her extensive office business, which
she has never since been &ble to abandon .
During the late war Mr. Folck bclongecl to the
Sixtieth regiment of Ohio Home Guards. In 1\Iay,
1864, they were called to Camp Dennison, where be
was founrl unfit for service on account of a stiff
right arm which prevented his bringing cartriclges
to his mouth so as to bite them . The stiffness was
occasioned by his arm having been broken when a
boy and not properly healed. Tbis was all that
kept him out of actual service, but it occasioned
his honorable discharge from the Home Guards.
He never aspires to office, baying no desire for
public honors, but is a stanch Republican ever
ready to cast his vote for his favorite candidates.
The paternal grandfather, Dr. ,John George Folck,
was hom in Lancaster County, Pa., in 1761. He
married Miss Catherine Gotshall, who was born in
Germany, Janu~ry 1, 1763. In 1802 or 1803 Dr.
Folck brought his family to Greene County , Ohio,
traveling in a wagon. He bought a section of land
near Byron and was one of the first settlers of
Bath Township. There he continued the practice
of his profession in which he was very successful.
Having received an injury which prevented his
traveling about, he still bad numerous calls, patients coming from a distance to consult him and
receive treatment. He departed this life November
14, 1839; his wife had breathed he•· last on Christmas Day, 1808. Dr. Folrk came to this township
in company with the Wolfs, Wilsons and Hef!eys.
Two of his sons were in the War of 18 12.
The father of our subject was born in Hemphill
Township, Lancaster County, Pa., September 5,
1800. and died in Batb. Township. Greene County,
Ohio, June 10, 1841. He inherited a portion of
the homestead and bought a brother's s.h are, farming upon it until his death. His wife was born in
Harrison County, Va., December 12,1791. and died
at Byron, Ohio, November 7, 1859. Her father,
George Morehead, who was of French and Scotch
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chsccnt, was" soldier in the 'Var of 1812. lllrs.
lliary Folck. was a consistent member of th e Methodist Episcopal Church. She bore her husband
live c!Jildren, the first-born , George, now rleccased.
Tlte second cbilrl is the subject of t hi s biographical
notice ; John lives in Clark Co.u nty ; llbry resid es
at Byron; Barbara, Mrs. Evans, lives at Camp
Dennison.
Mrs. Jose ph Folck is a gr:wcldaugbter of John
Shigley, a native of Yirginia, who was an early settler on Clark'' Run , where he operated a large
farm . He fin ally removed to the Yicinity of Battle
G rounrl , Ind., where be farmed until his death .
He was a local minister in the Methodist Episco pal
Church and had fought for his cu untry in the War
of 181:2. Like the grandfather of our subject he
was of German descent. His wife was llliss Barb~tra Potts, of Virginia.
Their son Robert, was
born in the Buckeye State, Janu ary 9, 1799, and
adopting an agricultural pursuit, farmed for some
time in Xenia Township, this cou nty. He then
removed to White County, Ind. , whence in 1866
he went to Minnesota, entering lan.i near Morristown , upon which he resided until his death in
December, 1879. He was n devout Christian,
belonged to the i\Iethodist Episeo pal Church and
fo•· years was a local minister. He had married
Miss ~ancy Flood who was born in Bath Township,
this county, January 27, 1802, and who died in
Minnesota at the age of eighty-four years. She
wa' UJC daughter of Jon athan and lllary (Lowe)
Flood , of Yirgioia, who came to this county in the
early <lays. 1\Ir. Flood bougbt Gove rnment Janel
in Bath Township, but l>!ter removed to the vicinity of ,Tamesto·.,n and thence to Randolph County,
Ind. He was a minister in the lllethodist Protestqot Church anrl labored in that capacity in Indiana
until his deatb . He was the son of an Irish gen tl eman of line education, and a professio nal pedagogue.
lllr. and l\Irs. Shigley were the parents o.f sixtee n
children, of whom eleven grew to maturity. The
first-born of these io Barbara, who opened her eyes
to the light near South Charleston, Clark County,
]\fay 30, 1821. When she was fiv e years old th e
family came to Bellbrook, Sugar Creek Township,
this county, and seven years later removed tQ

Jamestown. There she remained with her parents
until 18J3 when she ~l egan the study of medicine
with th e result b<.'fore noted. Her marriage and
after histo•·y has Rlready been outlined. The next
olrlest member of the Shigley family was Ft·ederick
who <lied in Intliann; Robert now lives in 1\Jissouri; Jonathan lives at Ft. Madison, Iowa; John
gave his life for his count•·y's cause, being killed
at the battle of Resaca, May 13, 1864 ; George
died in Minnesota; Lewis and Noah now live in
that State; Mrs. N ancy Folck is rleceaserl ; Mrs.
Mary Folck is also deceased , having breathed her
last in Indian a; Mrs. Rachael Smith , whose home
is in )linnesota, is the widow of a brave solrlier who
fell at Resaca. Four of the Shigley family: ,John,
George, Robert anrl Lewis, belonged to the Twelfth
Jnrliana Infantry. Robert was disabled in Kentucky and discharged, and George and LewiE· went
through the eutire contest.

-----~-----
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AYID STEWART. Among the many good
farm ers and prosperous men who make a
home in Clad< Coun ty, none is better deserving of representation in this volume than the gentleman a!Jove-namecl. He is the owner and occupant of one of th e most fertile and productive
farms in Green Township, comprising two hundr~d ancl ten acres on section 28, all in one body.
The residence was built by his father in 1829, but
has been greatly improved by its present owner,
and althou gh now sixty-one years old presen ts an
attractive appearance. It is built in th e substantial fashion of the past generation, is home-like in
its arrangement, has heen fitted with every means
of comfort, and under the care of competent housekeepers is a mod el of neatness and order.
In Oaupbin County, Pa. , James Stewart opened
his eyes to the light .January 9, 1781. In the same
county, November 7, 1790, Jane Elder was born.
The two grew to maturity, became attached to
each other, and on March 25, 1811, were joined in
holy wedlock. In 1813 they came to Butler
County. About two years later they came to
Clark County, Ohio, settling on the farm now
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owned by our subject, which was their home until
death . To this couple were born ten children,
seven of whom are yet living. The subject of this
biographical notice is the ninth child. The father
was caHed from time to eternity April 15, 1857,
and the mother May ~. 1863.
The birth of David Stewart took place in the
old homestead August 20, 1823. He received a
good practical education in the common schools,
and under the watchful care of his estimable parents he developed traits of character which b«ve
won for him the respect of all with whom he has
come in contact. At the age of twenty-one years
be began working on the farm on shares, continuing the occupation until May 2, 1864, when he became a member of the Union army. His flame was
attached to the muster roll of Company D, One
Hundred and Forty-sixth Ohio National Guards,
a command which was stationed at Fayetteville,
W.Va., and also at Cotton Hill. The enlistment
was for one hundred days, but t!Jey spent one
hundred and twenty-eight days. At the expiration of the time for which he bad enlisted, Mr.
Stewart was honorably discharged, and returning
to his borne resumed the occupation of a tiller of
the soil.
In January, 1859, Mr. ~tewart led to the by.
menial altar Miss Laura McKeehan. She was one
of eight children horn to James and Mary (Winters) McKeehan, her natal day having been tbP.
13tll of April, 1837. Her parents were natives
of Maryland, whence they canoe to Ohio about
1850, locating on the farm now owned by Peter
Knott. Mr. McKeehan breathed his last in•187 4,
his widow surviving until 1887 . To Mr. and Mrs.
l;tewart five children wme born-Carrie E., Estella, Anna Mary, James McKeehan, and David
Edwin, commonly known as Ned . The third
<laughter is now the wife of Cargill Morton, and
resides in Cedarville, Greene County. The family met with a sad hereavement October 2, I R73,
when the loving wife and mother was removed
from them by the hand of death. Her loss was
felt not only in the home where her noble charnctcr and deeds of love were best known and most
highly value<i, but by many friends and Acquaintances whose esteem she bad gained. The two un-

married daughters are filling as best they can her
place at the bead of huseholrt affairs, and practicing the lessons of goodness and housewifely skill
which she had taught them .
Mr. Stewart has not only ably conducterl his
personal affairs, proving his thorough knowledge
of agriculture, but he hag been useful to the community in which he lives as an examvle of good
citizenship and an a~tive worker in various public
capacities. Especially does be deserve crerlit for
the fine condition of the roads in the district over
which he has been Supervisor. He has been a
Trustee of Green Township for seven consecutive
years at a time when the term was a single year.
He has also been a member of the Board of Education of the township and a Director of the School
District in which he lives. Believing that the consent· of the governed and their intelligent conception of laws is necessary to the good of the people,
he takes consider~tble interest in politics, his vote
being cast with the Republicans. The entire family are members of the Presbyterian Church, at
Clifton, and are actively interested in Sun<layschoQl work, while the business !lbility of the family is made useful to the society in the capacity of
a Trustee. The nature of Mr. Stewart is a kindly
one, and this fact, combinerl with his upright character and ability,gives him a high standing throughout the community.

EORGE H. RE£D. There are many ,fine
fat·ms in Clark County, whose improvement
was begun many y ears ago, and which have
been brought to a high state of perfection by the
unflagging zeal and energy of their owners. One
of these is located on section 10, Springfield
Township, and has been in possession of the Reid
family since the beginning of this centmy. It
comprises font' hundred and ten acres, carefully
and intelligently tilled , and bearing a set of farm
buildings such as is to be found upon comparatively few rmal estates. They are well bum, of
pleasing design and conveniently located, the
whole presenting an attractive appearance, and
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giving evidence of the prosperity which has attended honorable efforts, and the good judgment
which has characterized the management of the
estate.
The late James Reid was born in Virginia, September 8, 1785, and came to Ohio when quite a
young man. He settled in Springfield Township,
Clark County, carrying on a farm for" long term
of years. In the township be was married to Miss
Margaret Kesler, a native of Bavaria, Germany,
who was born March 11, 1819. After his mat·riage, Mr. Reid continued to live on his homestead
until his death, which occuned May 23, 1857.
His widow then took charge of the estate, successfully managing her business affairs until they were
placed in the hands of her son . The family consisted of four children-George H., William J.,
Sarnh J., and James A.; the second son died in
infancy.
The subject of this brief sketch was born on .the
parental homestead July, 29 , 1848. He grew to
mnnhood on his fnther' s farm , where he has a! ways
resi<lt>d, giving his attention to ugrucultural pursuits from his youth.
He received a good common-school education, and having an active mind
anfl a keen power of observation, be has ever kept
ltimself well informed as to the progress of humanity in his own line of work, and in all matters
which pertain to the public good.
In the coun ty of his nativity .M1·. Reid was
united in marriage with Miss Elizabeth Bird, the
marriage rites being celebrated January 4, 1870.
1\'[rs. Reid is a daughter of S. V. and Margaret
Bird, residents of ~pringfield Township, where she
was born March 9, 1849. She is well informed qn
topic~ of interest, skilled in useful domestic arts,
and possesses a cbaraeter which entitles her to respect and affection. She is the mother of one
daughter, Sarah J:
Probably no man within the limits of tile county
tal<cs a greater interest in the public weal than !If r.
Reid, whose support is given to all worthy objects.
He has been a member of the School Boord for a
long term of years, and for several years past bas
been a Director of the Clnrl< County Agricultural
Society. Firmly believing that the priPciples of
Republicanism are best calculated to secure the

wei fare of the country, he exercises the electi vo
franchise in behalf of the candidates of the Republican party, and has borne his part in the offices
of the township and county. As a public servant
he is wise and prudent, as a farmer progressive
and energetic, and as a private citizen upright and
agreeable. He and his wife and daughter belong
to the United Presbyterian Churcll.

j)

-~ ANIEL

S. MORROW. It affords great
pleasure to the biographical writer to in~
corporate in this volume an outline of tile
life of one who has been a prominent business man of Springfielc1 for many years, but whose
claim to respect is based upon the enduring qualities of character whi ch he has manifested, and the
manner in which l!e has wrought out a career <'f
honor from a beginning of orpbanage and poverty.
It will not be amiss to make brief mention of
former generations be lore proceecling to the life of
of om subject, His grandfather, John Morrow,
was born in Belfast, Ireland, but was of Scotch ancestry. He was reared in his native city, whence
he came to America w1len a young man, accorn.
panied by his brothers Jeremiah and Willi{Lm, all
locating in Morris County, N. ,J. The two last
named removed westward after the Revolutionary
'Va1·, during which John Morrow fought in the interests of the Colonists. He was a farmer, his estal" being close to Ft. Nonsense, which was built
by G~n. 'Vashington . His wife was a dang-bter of
a Baptist minister named Price, a Welshman by
birth. Both John Morrow and his wife died at
their home in Morris County, where tbeir son James
had been born. The latter was reared on the home
farm, and after reach ing years of maturity, engaged
in fat·ming and lime burning. He was the owner
of the l\I orris lime !dins. He resided at Morristown until 1820, when he camn to Ohio with the
intention of buying land and moving his family
hither. He died on the trip, the circumstances leading to the belief that be was robbed and murdered.
His wife whose mai flen name was Aflab Price, surv ived him a few years, dying in Morris County, in
~
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which she had been born. Their family consisted
of seven children-Esther, E liza, Sarah, Isaac,Alexander, Mary J., and Daniel S.
The subject of this biographical notice was born
ncar Morristown, N. J ., July 18, 1818, was two
years old when his father died, and about ten when
left mothedess. He was then thrown upon his own
resources, a'td making his way to New York City,
he made his living as best he could until he was
able to learn the trade of a brick and pluster mason. One ca'n imagine. the struggle for existence
which would be endured by a boy of his years
among strangers, and can readily believe that his
bed was not always one of down, but more frequently a dry-goods box with the canopy of heaven
as a roof. His inheritance of good sense directed
him in the right path, and he avoided bad company
and attended tbe Sunday-schools regularly. At
thirteen years of age be signed the temperance
pledge, and joined a temperance organization, his
membership of such a soCiety probably antedating
that of any other resident 0f Springfield.
In the spring of 1837, young Morrow stat·ted for
Ohio on foot, with his earthly possessions on his
back. He walked to Delaware County, and worked
at his trade there and in Columbus, until his marriage in the spring of 1841. He then went toUrbana, where be worked at his trade for a time ,
hoarding his resources until he was able to go into
the grocery and produce business. In this bra11ch
of trade he continued in that city until 1848, when
he became connected with Richard Brandriff, of
Troy, in a stove fo11ndry. In 1850, he came to
Springfield, and here engaged with M. Sted, in the
wholesale tobacco business, in which he continued
five or six years. He then turned his attention to
the real-estate business, buying and improving
property, in which he has continued until the present time. For several years he was also engaged
with his only son in the ice business. He has lmilt
several business blocks, and a number of dwelling
houses which add to the attractiveness and value
of various localities in his city.
Tbe lady who on May 28, 1841, linked her fate
to that of our subject, was Matilda 'Vhitehead, who
was born in Franklin County, ,January 26, 1822.
Her father, Jonathan Whitehearl, a native of New-
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ark, N. J., wns an honored pioneer of the ·county
in which she was born. She has done what woman
could to assist her husband in all his worthy ambitions, and with him instilled into the mind of
their only child, the upright principle3 which animated their own lives. Their son Steward, matTied
Elizabeth Rush, and has five children-Ellen, Bessie, ·E dith,-Glennie, and Margarie.
Mr. Morrow has always been a great reader, and
has not only kept himself well informed in the general news of the day, but has also familiarized himself with much guocl literature outside of the newspapers. He has always been a teetotaler and an
advocate of temperance, and it was mainly through
his efforts thnt the tern perance hall in Springfield
was built. He is now about seventy-two years of
age, but in full possession of all his mental faculties, and physically strong, all of which may be
construe(! as a good argument in favor of the tempet·ance cause. He still leads the singing at his
church, witlJ a voice as clear as ever. He and his
wife are numbered among the Adventists. During
anLi-slavery struggles he was widely known as an
underground conductor, a position which he looks
back to with great pride.

-1 OSEPH C. STEW ART. No finer farm is to
II be found in Cedarville Township, Greene

J

County. than that owned and occupied by
the subject of this sketch, and which is locate_! on the Columbus Pike, five miles northwes~ of
Xenia. In fact, it is justly considered one of the
finest places in the coun ty, as it is under the most
thorough tillage, while the buildings upon it are of
the best class in construction and design. The
dwelling is a commod ious brick structu re whieh was
builL fifty-five years ago by Squire Joseph Kyle and
was for a number of years the home of Samuel
Charlton and family. The estate comprises two
hundred and fifty-seven acres.
The gentleman whose name introduces this sketch
is descended in the direct line fl'Om Samuel Stewart,
who with his brother William came from Ireland
to America and served in the Colonial Army dur.@Ill
~
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ing the Revolution. Their settlement was m'ule in
Chester District, S. C. , whence botlt came to Lids
county ahout the y e~r 181 R. The family of Samuel
Stewart consistecl of two sons, Robert and Samuel,
.Jr., the latter of whom was the father of Dr. Robert
!'itewart of Xenia, the father of our subject. Dr.
Stewart married Elizabeth Mary White, a <laughter
of Joseph and Diana (Miller) White, the i\lillet·
family being from New Jersey and tile Whites from
Kentucky. ,Joseph White and his father, for whom
he was namecl, came from the Blue Grass titate to
this county with a colony from the Secedet· Cullt'Ch
about the year 1804, and settled on Sugar Creek.
The hirth of Joseph Stewart took place December 11, 1843, in Oxford, Butler County, where his
parents Jived for a short time, but his education
was received in Xenia, to which they remove<l during his chil<lhoocl. Although not y ~t of age when
the Ci vii ar broke out, the young man was fired
with enthusiasm in his country's cause, and on July
25, 1861, he enlisted in Company F , T.llirty-fourth
Ohio Infantry. The regiment was attached to the
EightJ1 Corps and serverl in Virginia for three
years, taking part in all the < ampaigns in West
Virginia and the Shenendoah Valley, being under
the leadership of Gens. Hunter, Averill, Crook and
Sheridan. The roost notable battles in which they
participated were Winchester, Opequan an<l Cedar
Creek. At the first mentioned the rebels mai!e a
<lescent on the regimental camp ~nd our subject left
his tent in such haste that he was·arrayed only in
his night clothes, and snatching as he went his
Springfield rifle. During the engagement he receivetl shots through his clothing but no bo<lily injury. At both the other engagements the regiment
lost heavily and they bore a gallant part in numerous skirmishes, suffering in common with their
comrades the hardships attending marches unci cnmp
life. J\Ir. Stewart received his discharge in September, 1864, after a creditable service of three years
and three months.
Hcturning to his home when his army life was
0\' er, 1\!r. Stewart engaged with D. R. llarl>ine &
Co., grain dealers of Xenia, by whom he was employee! three years. At the expiration of that period
he reeeived the appointment of Govemment store
keeper at the distillery at Harbine Station , which

'V

positic,n he held as long as the business lasted. In
1869 he went to Kansas City, Mo., afterward going

to Junction City Kan., where he helped ·in the organization of an expedition to Prescott, Arizona.
Tbe organization was known as the Arizona Mining
Association and started from Ft. Riley with oxteams for a trip of fourteen hundre<l miles. Subsequently he went to California, spending the winter
of 1873-74 at the different cities in that State.
At that time tllere was but one railroa<l in Los
Angeles, which t'an twelve miles to the coast.
Returning home by rail in 1874, Mr. Sire wart remained until the following year,when he went again
to ,Junction City and fitte1 out another expedition
for the same route, this time going with fonr mules
to a wagon and there being twenty-five wagons in
the train, whidt was afterward joined by some others. They carrie<l large tents, cook stoves, and
othet· conveniences, together with a piano and organ
which were brought into use when they would stop,
which at times they did for several days. There
were a number of young ladies in the party and a
pleasant summer was passed among the mount~ins,
in the enjoyment of the beautitul in nature, the
bracing air, and iu fishing and other nlllusements.
During the westem tours Mr. Stewart was in Nebraska, Colorado, New Mexico,Arizoua, California,
Nevada, Idaho and Wyoming; and he also ma<le a
tl'ip to the Sandwich Islands and South America.
After disposing of this outfit at the conclusion of
tbe second tour, 1\Ir. Stewart returned to Kansas
and tO'Jk up a piece of land in Clou<l County, having charge of an outfitting store at n sm all pbce
called Glasco. There he remained until 188'1, when
he retnrne<l to Xenia, Ohio, and taking to himself a
companion made a permanent settlement in this
county. For a time he kept books for his brother,
subsequently being appointed Deputy Auditor of
the county, and after the ~eath of his father-in-law
taking charge of the fine estate which he purchased
upon the death of the wi<low of its former owner.
The cultured woman whose Christian charaeter
nnd womanly accomplishments add a charm to the
home of Mr. Stewart, bore the maiden name of Anna
C. Charlton. Her jlitrenls, Snmuel and Sarah ~Sny
der) Charlton, came to this county from Maryland
about 1830, and became well and favorably l~nown
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in this vicinity. Mr. Cbndton had high standing
in the community where he was honored for his integrity in all rlealings with his neighbo•·s and fellow-men. Both himself and wife were horn in the
State whence they came to this county, the wife
having opened her eyes to the light at Clear
Springs.
Mr. Stewart is a member of the Grand Army of
the Republic. In politics h<e is a Republican, his
views having been welrle<l firmly in the fires of the
Civil Wa1·.
He bas been reared in the United
Presbyterian Church to w!Jich his wife also belongs,
although her early training was that of Methodism.
Both have standing among the best class of citizens
in the county, and are esteemed worthy members of
the society and exponents of the Christian faith
which they profess.

/
J

OHN H. WILSON oc,upies a lending position among the merchant tailors of Springfield, his establishment being the center of a
J la•·ge trndr,a fine stock of both imported and
American cloths heing carried, while skilled workmen,un<ler the supervision of the proprietor who is
thoroughly conversant with the tailor's trade, cut,
fit and make garments in first class style. The home
of Mr. Wilson is on a fine farm, three miles north
of the city on the Urbana Pike, and .!Je drives to
and fro night and morning. "Silruce Lawn" is a
model farm, compdsing tlnee hundred and twenty
acres of choice land, and bearing as good improvements as the township affords. The large barn is
built after the best models, anrl the1·e at·e two
smaller ones in which the horses are kept. Tbe
residence ir a substantial and hornelil<e structure,
surrounded by beautifully kept lawns and decorated
grounds, t.he whole forming a home whose possessicn might satisfy the most ambitious.
In County Down, Ireland, not far from the city
of Belfast, the gentleman of whom we write was
born F e bruary 18, 1850. His father is Robert H.
Wilson, a son of Carlisle, and a grandson of Robert, all of whom were farmers, and life-long residents of their native Janel. The mother of out·
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subject b01·e the maiden name of Mary Hamilton,
a1Hl is a daughter of Robert Hamilton, and a granddaughter of a gentleman bearing the same na me,
these ancestors also living in County Down . ln
the common schools of his native county, young
Wilson pursued his studies until tile age of ten
years, when he begRn an apprenticeship at the trade
of a tailor. His endeavors to acquire knowledge
did not cease when he left the school-room, but
have been continued throughout his life by personal in v~stigation and study.
After serving seven years as an apprentice, 1\'Ir.
Wilson began his travels as a journeyman, visiting
Wales, Scotland, and noted cities of England, includi••g Liverpool, Manchester and others. He finallydetermined to come to America,ancl setting sail
from Liverpool , arri vee! in New York June 21,1870.
The following morning he began work at his trade,
remaining in the metwpolis until the spring of 1872.
During a portion of the time be was cutter in the
house of Davidson & McKee, on Hu<ison Street.
Upon leaving New York, Mr. Wilson came to
Springfield, entering the employ of C. W. Vandegrift ns cutter, and afterward being employed by
H. M. Sheppard. In 1877 be opened a business
fo•· himself on Main ~treet, still occupying the
same premise~ , but with enlarge<! capacity and
business. His thom,.g!J knowledge of all branches
of tailoring has been a prime factor in his success,
altuough his business tact and square dealing have
·g reatly assisted.
1\1 r. Wilson has been twice married. The first
ce•·emony took place July 23, 1874, the britle being
Miss Emma Lohner, of this city, in which she was
born, educated and reared to womanhood. With
her our subject lived happily until June 4, 1880,
when she breathed her last, leaving n son, Robert
J ., two years old. After having remained a winower for nearly a decade, Mr. Wilson contracte<l a
second matrimonial alliance, being joined in we<llock with 1\fartha E . Mowatt, August 15, 1889. Tue
present Mrs. Wilson is of Scotch descent, was born
in Springfield, and is the daughter of James Mowatt. She has receive<! excellent advnntnges in education a n<l borne trainiug , and possesses mPny
virtues, and much useful know~dge. She is a
member of the First Presbyterian Church. Under
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ber careful oversight the beautiful home is ever
neatly and tastefully arranged, the tahle well supplie•l with appetizing foort, and guests beneath its
roof find every effort made for their comfort anrl
happiness. In connection with this biographical
record appears a lithographic portrait of i\Ir. Wilson, whose personal traits of character have won
for him popularity in society, while tbe success
which has met his efforts in worldly affairs is considered a just meed of his industry and skill.

OHN D. OTSTOT. Clark County has been
the home of this gentleman since 1836, at
which time be accompani~d his parents
hither from Lancaster County, Pa., where
his eyes hart opened to the light April 26, 1822.
His birtbplar:e was the town of Columbia, in which
his father had carried on the trade of wagon-making for many years, although a few months jJriot·
to the removal to the Buckeye State had been
spent upon a farm. The incidents of the overland
jomney, which was accomplished with teams, and
the pioneer life here, are well remembered by our
subject, and many a tale can he tel! of those early
days. At the age of eighteen years be began an
apprenticeship at tlte trade of a cabinet-maker, and
afte1· serving three years began his labors as a
journeyman . After six or seven years spent in
that manner he became a pattern-maker in the shop
of .James Leffel, since which time he bas been continuously engaged in this occnpation.
Tlte lady, who for more than forty years has
been Mr. Otsot's faithful companion and efficient
ltelpmatc, bore tlte maiden of Jane Grant. She was
horn at Home Green, near Appleton, England,
,July 1, 1826 , and is a daughter of Tbomas and
1\lary Grant, whose history is given on another
page of this volume. She ·became the wife of our
subject in 1847. To them have been born two sons
and five daughters : Daniel and Alfred, both deceased; Elsie, Lora, Emma and Mary, wbo are still
living; and Jennie , deceased. Tbe olrlest daughter
resiiles with he.> parents; Lora is the wife of James
Todd, and Emma of 0. B. Trout, and both reside

J

in ~pringfield; Mary, whose home is in Columbus,
UJarried U. B. Renner. In politics Mr. Otsot is a
Republican. He has always been strictly temperate, and is a strong advocate of temperance. He
and his wife and their children belong to the Central Methodist Episcopal Church. The lives of
both have been such as to merit the esteem of their
fellow-citizens, and they have many friends whereever they are known.
John Otsot is a descendant in the fourth generation from a German couple, who emigrated to
America in Colonial times, settling in York County,
Pa. On a farm in that COUI1ty they passed tbe remainder of their days. In their family was a son
Adam , who was about tltree years of age when
brought to America, and who, after reaching man's
estate, removed to Lancaster County. He had
learned the trade of a wagon-maker and npon
changing his resid ence opened a shop in Columbia.
Tltere he carried on the manufacture of wagons
until 1830 or 1831, when he made an overland
journey to Ohio. He lived in Franklin County
three years and a half, and then came to Clark
County, purchasing a farm two and a half miles
from Springfield. After living on the farm a few
years he became an inmate of tlte home of his son
Jacob, dying in February, 1848, at the age of
eighty years. He had married Mary Sophia Gove,
who died on the home farm in February, 1840.
She is thought to have been a native of Y OJ'k
County, Pa. Of tbe nine children born to tbis
worthy pioneer couple, all but one passed the
allotted age of man. Daniel reached the age of
eighty-six yenrs; Catherine and Jacob were eightytltree when called hence; Mary died when eightysix years old; John, who is now iiving in Columbus,
has reached that age; Sarah died when thirty-six
years old; William , whose home is in Springfield
Township, is now seventy-nine years old; George,
who lives in the city of Springfield, is seventyseven; aocl tlophia died at the age of about sixty
years.
Daniel Otsot, the father of our subject, was a
native of York County, Pa., his natal day having
been April 27, I 795. He was but four years old
when his parents removed to Lancaster County, in
which he was rea•·ed and married. He followed his
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trnde of wagon-making in Columbia until 1835,
and after spending a few months upon the farm,
c.anle with his wife and children to Ohio. He spent
the winter in Columbus, and the following spring
took up his abode in Clark County, purchasing a
tract of timber l:tnd three and one-half miles south
or Springfield. A log cabin stood in a half-acrc
clearing, that being the only improvement upon
the plate. He cleared the land and made various
improvements upon the place, residing there for
many years. He then removed to Springfield, and
rested from his l~l.>ors until called hence in N ovembet", 1880. He had li verl to see railroads take the
place of many of the old trai Is. domestic animals
that of wild game, and the dense forests give place
to r.ultivated fields and thriving towns. His wife
was known in her girlhood as Miss Hannah Dushane. She was born in Delaware, February 11,
17.96, and <lied at the home farm he•·e ·in 1861.
She had reared eight children, carefully instilling
into their minds the principles of right living, and
herself enjoying with her husband the respect of
the community.

OHN HOWER. In driving about Greeoe
County,the most unobserving traveler would
be struck by the orderly and prosperous appearance of an estato which occupies a part
of section 31, Bath Township. It comprises one
hundred and seventy-eight acres of excellent land
whicu has been brought to a high state of produc,
tiveness, anrl bears upon it excellent improvements.
A commodious and substantial bauk 11arn, 40x80
feet, affords shelter for stock and forlcler, while
granaries, cribs and other buildings, house various
products of the farm. The dwelling of the owner of
tbe estate is a sn bstnntial brick house m·ccted in
1~68, from bricks made on the farm, and a good
tenant house occupie& an appropriate locution.
Water is conveyed to convenient ·points by the
force p•·oduced by a windmill, and an excellent
orchard, small fruits, and a garden bear.tify the
estate and arld to the comforts of tbosc who dwell
upon it. Fifteen acres is devoted to timber and the
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remainder to the 1'9isiug' of grain , crops and stock.
The cattle are high grade Short- horns and the hogs
full- bloo<led Poland-Chinas.
The appearance of this estate does not belie the
prosperity of its owner who has been more than
orrlinarily successful in wo•·ldly affairs. He rents
a half o·f his home estate, using but one team in his
own farm labors. He is also the owner of one hundred and fifty-three acres on section 21, of the same
township; of two hund•·c<l and two acres in Beaver
Creek Township, anrl one hundred and sixty acres
near Oskaloosa, Mabnska County, Iowa. He also
holds stock in the Osl>orn Bank, and altogether
stands on a very substantial !inancial footing, such
as is prol.>ably not excelled in the rounty.
Before outlining the life history of our subject
it will not be amiss to devote a brief space to the
family history. His grandfather, Jacob Hower, was
born in Ge•·many and emigrated to Frederick
County, Md .. where his son John was born in
the year 1784, anrl where Grand:·ather Hower
died. John Hower learned the t..ade of a wagonmaker in Hagerstown, and removing to Wash··
ington County, bougLt a farm and carried on
a shop upon it. He was out in the War of 1812, for
a while. In 1833, he came with his family to this
State, settling in Beaver Creek Township, this
county, where he put·chased ninety-three •cres of
land. He engaged..in wagon-making and also oper.
at€d the farm, living upon it until eighty-four years
old when he departed this li fc. He belonged to the
Lutheran Church. His wife, in her girlhood Miss
Mnry Bovey, was born in Washington County,
Md., and was the daughter of a native of Germany,
who became a :Ma•·yland farmer. She rlied in 1859,
at the age of sixty-five years. She belonged to the
Ref01·med Church, and was the mother of eight
children , as follows: Mrs. Mary Puterbaugh, who
<lied in Xenia; David, who died in 183·1; Anthony,
who rlied in 1859 ; Sus~nnab, Mrs. Cosier, whose
home is in Beaver Creek Township, this county;
our subject; Eli, who lives in Xenia; Samuel, who
lives in Beaver Creek; Mrs. Elizabeth Greene, also
·of Beaver Creek.
,John Hower openetl his eyes to the light June
24, 1823, near Hagerstown, Md., where he liver!
until ten years old. He !Jad butmeagcrerlucatiunal
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privil~ges there, his schooling being limited to two
quarters in the subscription schools. On September
23, 1833, the family left their Eastern horne and
turned their faces westward . The bRnd comprised
the father, mother and seven children, and their
outfit consisted of a covered wagon drawn by two
horses. Their journey to this county occupied
twenty-three days and the boys walkert the greater
part of the way. Our subject attend ed the public
schools in this county, growing to manhood on
Beavet· Creek and remaining an inmate of the parental home until twenty years of age. He then
entered the blacksmith shop of Isaac Gentis on
Ludlow Creek, serving an apprenticeship of two
years.
After learning his trarte Mr. Hower did journey
work in Harshman ville anrt Byron until1847 ,when
he started a shop at Alpha. He bought two and a
half acres of ground, put up a log shop and worked
up a very successful trade. In 1 B57 he quit the
business and wot·ked upon his father's farm until
1859. He then located on one hundred and sixtyone acres of his present home place, which he had
purchased the year before. He put np a shop for
his own use, improved the land and c11gaged in
general farmmg anrl stock-raising, ere long buying
seventeen acres artjoining. Prosperity attended his
efforts and he became the owner of the other hnds
mentionert in this county, which are also well improved farms. In 1853, he paid a vi,it to Iowa,
and purchased one hundred anrt sixty acres of
Government land about eight miles from Oskaloosa, which he has since improved thoroughly and
which is now a place of considerable value. As
before mentioned Mr. Hower does not personally
carry on the l:u·ge acreage he owns, but uses but
one-half of th e home fa.rrn, npon which be bas had
a tenant for two years. ancl rents out. the otber
places.
The first marriage of Mr. Hower was celebrated
October 12, 181>0, his bride being Miss Margaret,
daughter of John Shannon, an early settler and
farmer in Beaver Creek Township and a native of
Maryland. Mrs. Margaret Hower livert only a few
years after her marriage , dying in 1853. She left
one child, a cripple who is now deceased. Afte.r
hllving remained a widower :;orne years, on March

17, 1859, Mr. Hower took a second companion in
the person of Miss Elizabeth Horner, the rites of
wedlock having been cele·b rated between them in
Beaver Crtek. The bride was born tltere February
9, 1831, and was carefully reared by estimable parents, with whom she remained until her marriage.
Sbe is the motlter of four children: Julia, .John,
George an<1 Lizzie. Tlte htst two died wh~n small;
Jnha attended Wittenberg College and is now living in Bethel Township, bdng the wife of C. L.
Gerlbaugh; they have four children,Arlhur,Howard,
Ella and Bertha. John attended Wilts Commercial
College at Dayton; he married Miss Anne Dunkle
of Mad River Township, Clark County, and now
lives in Bath Township, this county, on his fath er's
farm.
The present Mrs. Hower is a claugbter of George
and Julia (Gentis) Horner, being the sixth child
born to them. Her father opened ltis eyes to tho
light in Franldin County, near Cincinnati, in 1796,
where his father, John Horner of Pennsylvania was
an early settler. The latter afterward came to this
county, where be owner! a fine farm of three hun ..
dred ' acres, not far from Xenia. Wlten George
Horner was twelve years old the family removed to
Be.. vet· Creek where he grew to maturity, following
farming, and became the owner of an estate comprising two hunclred and two acres in the western
part of the county. In politics he was a Republican nnd in religion, of the Reformed Church in
which lte held the office of Elder. He died at the
age of seventy-nine years. His wife was a native
of Brnsh Valley, Va., her father, Daniel Gentis,
having been born on the banks of the Rhine in
Germany. He emigrated from his native land to
Vit·ginia but at an early day became a settler in
Clark County, Ohio, operating a farm fifteen miles
north of Springfield. His daughter, Mrs. Horner,
died in this county at the extreme age of ninetyfour years in 1884.
The bt·others and sisters of l\Irs. Hower are:
John, now rteceased; Mrs. Sarah Finfrock of Shelby
County; George, of Douglas County, Ill.; Daniel,
an inmate of the Soldiers' Home at Dayton; Mrs.
Julia Grindle of Bath Township, this C'lunty;
.Jacob, who died at tbe age of five years, and Mrs.
Rebecca Lantz of Beaver Creek. John anrl George
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we1·e in the one hundred days' service during the
Civil War, and Daniel enlisted in 18(il, serving until the close of the struggle; he was so crippled by
army life that he became an in mate of t.he flolcliers'
Home.
Mr. Hower has been Township Trustee three
years and School Director twenty-one years. He is
an Elder in the Lutheran Church at Osborn and was
formerly Trustee of the society at Byron. In politics he is a straight Republican. The energy which
has characterized his wol"ldly career is equally
manifest in whatever matter he takes in hand ,
wuether it be the affairs of the church or of some
popular public enterprise. He is one of those jolly
whole-souled gentlemen who are liked by everyone,
and to whom not even the most morose can begrudge their success. He has been fortunate in the
choice of a companion, his wife being equally popular, they standing side by side in the higllest rank
in society.

RLANDO FRANCIS SERVISS, Auditor of
Clark County, occupies a good position both
in the business and social circles of Springfield, of which he has been a resident since 187 5.
He was born in Darke County, this State, June 4,
1850, and is the son of David and Julia Ann
(Baker) Serviss, who were also natives of this
fltate, the father born in 1825, in Clark County,
nn<l the mother near Dayton, Montgomery County.
The paternal grandfather was William G. Serviss,
one of the Associate Judges under the old constitution and one of the pioneers of Clark County.
David Serviss was a practicing physician for many
years in the western part of Clark County and
died at his home in Mad River Township in 1862.
The mother is still living, making her borne with
her son, our subject. The parental family included
two children .only, of whom Orlando is tbe only
survivor. The daughter, Mary J ., who was the
wife of 0. A. Layton, became the mother of two
childt·en and died.
Mr. Serviss obtained a practical education in
the common schools, completing his studies at
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Enon;and at the early age of fifteen years became
clerk in a dry-goods store, where he remained
three yPars. In 1868 he began teaching school,
and was thus occupied for about twelve years. In
the meantime he was quite prominent in public
affairs, holding various positions of trust and re~ponsibility, an<l finally, in ll:!81, was elected Auditor of Clark County on the Republican ticket for
a te1 m of three years. Su faithfully did he discharge the duties of this office that he has since remained the mcumbent by successive re-elections,
his present term expiring in September, 1891.
Our subject was joined in wedlock with Miss
Caroline M., daughter of David and l\Iaria (Miller)
Hupmun, in 1874. 1\Ir. and Mrs. Hopman were
natives of Virginia and came to Ohio, and were
among the early pioneers ; they nuw reside in
Enon. To Mr. and Mrs. Serviss there have been
hom seven children, five sons and two dangbters,
namely: Clara S., George D., Francis W., Ida M. ,
Chal"les E., James H. and Oscar F. 1\lr. Serviss,
socially, belongs to t.he Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, Lodge No. 205, K. of P., and Lodge No.
101, F. & A.M., at Springfield. He is likewise a
member of Springfield Chapter, R. A. M., and Palestine Commnndery, K. T. In 1890 he was elected
a member of the Board of Education. He has a
neat and attractive borne on Ferncliff Avenue, and,
with his family, enjoys the society of the best
people of his community.

.
J

OSEPH SULTZBACH, after a residenc3 of

11! thirty years in Clark County, died at his

~/

i

~

hom~ in Moorefield Township, April 30,

188b. He was what may be properly
te;mecl a successful man, nnd one who was the
architect of his own fortunes, arising from an bumble position in life, and pursuing that course which
gained him the esteem and confluence of his fellowmen.
He was born April 30, 1812, in York
Connty, Pa., and traced his ancestry to Germany
and England . He was reared to agricultnral pursnits, wbieh he followed all his life, an'l nt an early
age was trained to habits of industry, growing up
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German Reformed Church, while her kindness and
with a limited education. His father was a t;nner
charity are proverbial. Among and old young she
by trarte, and spent his last years in Pennsylvania.
is a universal favorite, and "Grandma Sultzbacb" is
His mother was a well·educate<l lady, anrt passed
held in affectionate regard by all who know her.
away prior to the decease of her husband.
Mr. Sultzbach, when a young man of twenty
years, was married in April, 1832, to Miss Catherine Longnecker, a native of his own county,
and born December 26, HHl. Her parents were
EORGE W. COFFIELD. This gentleman
Christian and Catherine Longnecl<er, likewise na.
Il l - holds a leading position among tbe thrifty
tives of Pennsylvania. There were born of this
farmers of Mad River Township, Clark
union the following c!Jildren: Elizabeth, Henry,
a resident of Kansas; .Joseph, of Clark County, this
County, where for many years he has prosecuted
agriculture ve ry successfully and is now well-toState; Franklin, who makes his home in Springtiel<l;
Amanda, Mrs. Samuel Markwood, of the State of
do. Personally he is vPry agreeable, entertai nin g
Washington; John; Kate, Mrs. McLean, of Mooreand hospitable, and is a great favorite among uis
field Township; Hyman, a railroad contractor in
fellow-citizens.
His home farm comprises one
Texas; Webster; Annie, the wife of John Hurnhundred and sixty-three acres of land on section
11, while he has other land on section 17. His
berge•·, of Moorefield Township; Howard, whooperates the home fm"m; ancl Calvin, who died in ·farm buildings and other surroundings indicate in a
childhood.
marked manner the thrift and enterprise which are
Remaining in his native State until 1856, Mr.
characteristic of the man. He makes of his vocation
Sultzbach· then emigrated to Clark County, Ohio,
an art and a science, and deset·ves the success
and purchased the land upon which his widow now
with wh ich be has been rewarded.
lives. They commenced life in true pioneer style,
Mr. Coffiel<l is of honorable antecedents, being
experiencing many diffi~ulties, and laboring with
the son of Gen. John Coffield, who was born in
great industry in order to malte for themselves a
Washington, Vn., April 3, 17!17.
The paternal
home and a competence. M•·. Sultzbach in his
grandfather was Arthur Coffield, a native of Ire.
fumily wns kind and inrlulgent and a good proland, and born in 1753. He was •·eared to fanning
vider, and among his neighbors be bore the name
pUI'suits, and when approaclli ng mauhood learned
of being-remarkably obliging and hospitable, aimtbe weaver's trade. He was married in his native
ing to do by those around uim as he would be
country, where he lived until about 1773, and
<lone by. For many years be wa..< identified with
then emigrating to America, located fi rst in Vir.
the German Reformed Church , and was a th01·ough
gtnla. Thence Lie removed to Ohio, and Jiv ed in
and attentive Bible student. In polities he was a
Hamilton an<l Champaign Counties.
Afterward
Republican, and he held the various minor offices,
he went to Kentueky, but subsequently returne<l
including that of Towusbip Trustee for many
to Ohio and settled in Mad River Township, Clark
years. He left ,to his widow a valuable e•tate, emCounty, where be died in 1849, at the advanced
b•·acing three hundred and forty acres of tine farmage of ninety-six years . Grandmother Coffield
in g land, with good buildings and all the other
had passed away twenty-six years pri01· to the
appurtenances of a well-regulated farm, including
decease of her husband, her death taking place in
li ve stock and machinery. It stands as n fltting mon1823.
ument to the energy and per~everance of its pro. ·
The f'lther of OUI' subject carne with his parents
jector.
to Ohio about 1810. When approaching manhood
1\lrs. Sultzbach proved the assistant of her bushe learned the cooper's trade, and finally emi·
h• nd in all bis worthy undertakings, and labored
grated to St. Louis, lifo., wbere he was during the
f lith fully by his side in tbe accumulation of their
first cholera epi<lemic ,,.llieh visited that city.
property. She likewise was identified with the
!<'rom there he retnrne<l to Ohio, and located in
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in the vicinity of Cincinnati, where be opened a
shop of his own. He was a very skilled workman
in his line, arid indeecj could make anything re ·
quired from wood, being more than ordinarily
handy with tools. Early in the ·30s he removed
to Fairfield, where he put up a sllop, but this was
shortly afterward destroyed by fire. About that
time lle was married, in June, 1835, and subsequently engaged in farming on the land now occupied by his son, George W. Here he spent his
last days, departing hence in September, 1875.
The father of our subject was for many years
connected with the State militia as a Lieutenant.
Subsequently he rose still llig~r, and was mustered out with the title of Gt•neral. George W.
has in his possession his father's sworrl, a relic with
which he woulrl not part for scarcely any amount
of money. Gen. Coffield officiated as Township
·Trustee for a period of twenty-five years. He was
Justice of the Peace for eighteen years, and a
Politimember of tlle School Boarcl nine years.
cally , he was a Soanch Democrat, and in religion , a
Universalist. Mrs. Nancy (Tenney) Coffield, the
mother of our subject, was born in l\1acl Rh·er
Township, in 1816, ancl was tlle daughter of John
Tenney, a native of England, and horn in 1766.
Grandfather Tenney came to America in 1800, and
settled in New Jersey, where he was married to
his second wife, Eliza Pinckney, a !any of German
descent.
In 1808 they came to Montgomery
County, this State, but in 1811 removed to Clark
County. Grandfather Tenney entered a tract of
Government land, and soon afterward engaged in
"the War of 1812. He witnessed the smrender of
Hull, and after the war was over returned to his
farm, where he diecl in March, 1846. His wife
survived him until September, 23, 1852.
The mother of our subject spent her childhood
and youth with ller parents, iiving in true pioneer
style in a log house, learning to spin wool and flax
and weave and knit. After the death of her husband, she made her home with her children until
she too passed away, May 3 1, 1887. She was a
lady of many excellent qualities, and a member in
goocl standing of the Christian Church, at Enou.
Of the first marrioge of Gen. Coffield there were
horn three sons: Freeman and William, who

engaged in the 1\Iexiea.n ·war, the form er was
under the direct commitncl of Gen . Scott, and
entered the City of Mexico with him.
William, at the close of the Mexican War; enlisted
in the regular army, and oerved for five years in
Texas, and enlisted in tile Army of Missouri at the
outorcak of the Civil War, losing an arm by the
premature discharge of a cannon. He is now a
resiclent of St. Joe, Mo., in the employ of a railroacl; Freeman is farming in Darke County, this
State; Joseph M. also served in the Civil War,
and is now a resi<lent of Denver, Col. The seconcl family comprised nine children: John T. <1ied
near Lincoln , Neb.; Sarah, !\Irs. Arthnr, diecl in
Mad River Township, Clark County; Margaret,
Mrs. Collier, is a resident of Springfield; Arthur
was killecl in the battle of Oldtown, Mel . ; George
W .. our subject, was the fifth child; James P. resides in Green Township, Clark County; Uriah
died when about twenty-seven years old. Peter T.
resides in New Carlisle; Ella died when six years
old. The eldest son and Arthur were in the one
hundred days' service during the Civil War.
The subject of this sketch was born at the old
homestead in Mad River Township, Clark County,
May 3, 1843. He received a good educatiL)u, attending a select school and finally Wittenberg College for two terms. He spent his summers on the
farm, and when a youth of nineteen, began teaching school, and with the exception of two winters,
followed this profession for a pe•·iod of twentyfour yea•·s. He then stuclied law fo•· two years,
under George Spence, of Rpringfield, and in 1873
was admitted to the bar at Columbus. He began
his practice, in t>pringfielrl, with .Milton Cole, who
was subsequently the Mayor of that city.
On the 21st pf January, 1874, Mr. Coffield was
joined in wenlock with Miss May, daughter of
William Bartlett.
This !any was hom in the
State of Ohio, and traced ber ancestry to Englann.
Her father, who was born in 1\laine, located in
Ohio when sixteen years old, ancl was variously
occupied for some years. He was married at Lancaster and then removed to Washington, D. C.,
where he became an attacbe of the Treasury Department, uncler President Pierce.
After Buchanan came in be resigned, nnd then returned to
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Lancaster, where he tried farming , but in 1856
emigrated to the Southwest, locating in Missouri,
and remaining in that region until 1862 .
Returning now to Ohio, Mr. Bartlett engaged in
merchandising at Urbana five years, and then en·
tercd 1he employ of the Governme~t, as a mail
agent between Sandusky and Dayton.
He was
thus occupied until his death, which occurred
1\Iarch 29, 1869.
He was a sound Republican,
politically, and in his religious views was a Methodist.
The mother of 1\Irs. Cotlield bore the maiden
name of Laura A. Clarke.
She was born Mar
Lancaster, tbis State, and descended from New
England ancestry.
Her granclfather, Obediab
Clarke was born in Connecticut. The latter seltled in Lancaster at an early day, where he was
engaged. in farming and died.
His wife was a
sister of the well-known Thomas Ewing.
His
daughter, Laura A. , was a cousin of Gen. Ewing,
and in her younger days was a schoolmate anti
companion of Gen. Sherman. After the death of
ht•r hnsband she resided at Enon until the fall of
1889, and then went to Eureka Springs, Ark., and
made her home with her <laughter. To her and
her husband there were born six ell ildren.
The
eldest son, ~:dward, when nineteen years old enlisted in the Sixty.sixtb Ohio Infantry, and died
of hardship and exposure; ·william, afLer serving
in the army three years under Gen. Ewing, started
home and stopped in l\Janhattan , Kan. , to procure
a suit of citizens' clothes, and while there be was
t•ken with t.yphoid fever, from the- effects of
which he died and was buried there; Charles G.
went into the army ns a substitute, when sixteen
years old, serving unLil th·e close of the war, and is
now living at the Soldier's Home in Sandusky;
May, Mrs. Cofllelcl, was tue next in order of birtl!;
Ellen, Mrs. Ingrauam, is living in Arkansas; Annie died when seven years L•ld.
l\I t·s. Cotlielrl was born in Chauncy, Ohio, l\Iay
2~. 1854, and two years later went with her parents
to Missouri. She was a maiden of fourteen when
they located at Enon. When seventeen years of
age she began clerking for t!Je firm of Hanes &
·v,llnce, with whom she remainerl until her l'Iarri:lgc. In 18U Mr. Coffield removed to Fletc!Jer,

this State, and in company with his brother en.
in the grain troile.
In 1876 he became
principal of the Brandt Schools the ·second time,
which position he helrl two y~ars . In 1878 be removed to his present farm, where he l•as effected
many improvements, erecting buildings and planting trees, and has a vineyard of five hundre•i
vines.
lie raises quantities of grain and goo<!
grades of live stock.
He has been quite pt·ominent in local affairs, voting the straight Democratic ticket, serving as Land Appraiser of Real
Property, of lllad River Township, Justice of the
Peace and Notary Public. He bas been Township
Trustee for the p~st seven years , a Justice of the
Peace for nine years and is also a member of tl!e
Scl!ool Board. For three years he was a member
of the Cc.unty Agricultural Society. He belongs
to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows at Fair.
field, the Masonic Lodge at Osborn, and tl!e
Christian Church, at Enon, of wl!ich he is a Trustee. Mrs. Coffield, a very intelligent lady, bas
her own views upon matters and tl!ings, and believes in pro~ihition.
Tl!e four children are
name<l respet,tively, Carroll D., Ray K, Nina C.,
and Ella lllay.
g~gerl

--*-·~·--+--TLLIAM CRABILL, ,JR. Within the
bounds of Clark County no family can
WW he found whose members ao·e better representatives of the best element of society and ·
agriculturism than that of \vhich out· suhject is a
member. Several members of the family occupy
a foremost rank in their respective communities,
to which they have been raised by their intelligence, courtesy, uprightness anrl energy. The
subject of this sketch has an abundance of these
qualities, and is higl•ly respected by his neighbors
and townsmen, who are so thoroughly ucquaintcrl
wit.h his character and useful !if~.
It may be well to devote a brief space to the
main events in the liv es of tbe parents of our subject, both of whom were natil-cs of Clark County,
and spent almost their entire lives within its
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bounds. Thomas V. Crabill opened his eyes to
the light in l\Ioore.field Township, November 2,
1810, growing to man hood there and marrying a
lady of the same township. This lady was Miss
Sydney Yeazell. whose natal day was February 6,
1815, and who is yet living and qtlite advanced in
years. Their matTiage rites were celebrated January J1, 1833, and for more that a quarter of a
century they shared each other's joys aurl sorrows,
the husband being called bence September 5, 188-L
Theil· family consisted of 'fourteen children, of
whom William Crabill, Jr., is the eldest.
The subject of this sketch first saw the light of
day in Springfield Township, Clark County, Mal'(·h
15, 1834, anc! grew to manhood there. He has
resided in this county all his life with the exception
of one year when he was quite young, during
which his parents -live<! in Illinois. He received a
common-school education, and eal'ly engaged in
agricultural nursuits, beginning his career as a
farmer on rented land .- For fom·teen years he
worked on as a renter, being then able to pmchase
one hundred acres at $75 per acre. He now has a
fine farm of one hundred ann seventy-eight acres
on section 20. on which a fine set of buildings has
been erected and various substantial improvements
made. His residence is one of the beautiful farm.
houses of the township, its attractive external
appearance g1ving promise that the interior will
be both comfortable and pleasant. The competence which Mr. Crabill !Jas secure<!, and the substantial footing he has among business men, is
l.be best proof of his al.Jility in worldly affairs.
T!Je wife of Mr. Crabill was in her maidenhood
Miss Sarah E. Wise. She was hom in Clark
:::ounty, l\Iat·ch 6, 1841. and in Madison Township,
November 1, 1860, became the wife of our su'i)ject.
'5he is a worthy companion for one of her hus':lancl'8 character, and bas been a devoted mother
to the children who have been given her, not neO'lcctin"' deens of kindness among her neghbot·s, by
~hom ~he is highly regarded . She is the mother
of eight chi:dren-Joseph, w!Jo married Mary
Hinkle; William E., Lizzie, .John, Hattie, Alice,
Elza and Jv.(ay. All are living except .John, who
:lied in his fifth year.
Mr. Crabillbas held some school offices, and has
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tal<en quite an active part in political affairs, being
a strong Republican . He and his wife were memJ?ers of the Methodist Church for several years, but
in 1888 t!Jey united with the Second Lutheran
Chnrch, of wbich their cbildren-Josepb, William,
Lizz1c and Hattie, are also members. Mr. Crabill was
one of the building committee of Fletcher Chapel,
and took an active pat·t in building tLat edifite; he
is one of the Board of Tmstees of the church and
Treasurer of the Committee.

r ON A THAN V. FORGY.

J

The progress of
civilization in this century is noticeable in
-=-.1 every department of industry, but especially
~ ~ so in farming. Man no longer teases nature
for a sustenance, hut having a tborongh knowledge
of the soil and its adaptability to the different
cereals, commences his labor systematically, ann
reaps in bountiful harvests, the fruit of bis intelligent toil. Few of the homest6ads of which Clark
County is justly pi'Ond, are more attractive ot· pleasant than that which is owne<l and operated by the
gentleman of whom we write. Here he was born
March 4, 1833, and here he bas resided neady all
of his life. The estate which is located in Bethel
Township, comprises one hundred and thirty-five
acres on section 31. Besides this farm, he also owns
two hun<lren nnd twenty-five acres of !and on secLion 25, of th.e same townslJip, and othm· property
in lndinna and Illinois, together with a considerable
amount of banl< stock. His property represents
the results of his almost unaided cner!ZY· industry
and good management, and his wealth is the merited reward of his effot·ts.
The parents of our subject were Joel an<l Hannah (Perrine) Forgy, the former of whom was
born in this county about 1805, and spent his whole
life here. In 1829 -he settled where his son now
lives, ann here he diet! in 1857, after having sesutT"<l a competency by agricultural labors. For
many years he was Township Trea;urer. Politically, he was a Whig, and religiously a Presbyterian, having b~en a member and Elder· of the
chut·ch for many years. He was a son of John
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Fo•·gy , of Pennsylvania, who came to Ohio early
in the present century and died in this county, in
whieh the great-grandfather of ou•· suhjcct also
breathed his last. His wife was born in Xew J ersey in 180 7, anct died in this cou nty in 1847. She
was a daughter of 1\'ll'. and 1\Irs. J ohn Perrine, who
came to this State about 18 10, and lived many
years in this county. Thry afterwan:l removed to
Dayton , wh ere they died and were buried.
Th e household band, of whic h our subject made
one, included ten sons and cbug hters, whose reCOI'll is as follows: J a mes E., is dec<:asecl; Julia
.A.. is the wife of Oliver !II ills, a farmer in Cuss
County, I o wa; Jonathan V. is th e third child; Sarnh S., !VIargaret and William H. are ile ceasecl;
Fmnces is the wife of Corwin Fergus, a farmer of
Hichardson County, Nch.; 111 ary is Ute wife of
Clark Hinkle, a farm er of Darl<e County, this State;
Eel win S. is a merchant in Dayton; Lama is t he
wife of William F. Garber, a merchant at Humboldt,
Ri chardson County, Neb.
The gentleman of whom we write was reared
upon tb e estate which he now occ upies, receivi ng
his ed ucati 0n in t he com mon schools and the High
Sehool at New Carlisle. He left the farm when
seventee n years old and learned t be trade of a ca rriage-makrr, working at it in various pl aces for
about seven years. ·when his father die<l he abandon ed his tmde and took up farm life on the home
estate. He was at that time on ly about twentyfiv e years of age , but his early kn ow ledge proved a
a suffici ent foundation upe>n which to build his
success in ag riculture. Mr. Forgy was one of the
organizers of the New Carlisle Bank, in wh ich he
has always been a stockhold er and of which he has
been President fi ve years. He was ~o nn ected with
the crea mery at Ne w Carlisle while it w"s running,
and bas since been appointed receiver of the same.
For many years Mr. Forgy bas belonged to the
Grange, while in the l\Insonic fraternity he stan ds
very high, having taken all the degrees to the
Thirty-second . He belongs to Blue Lodge No. 100,
Chapter No. 57, at New Carlisle, ann to th e Command ery at Spriugfielrl. He has always been a
Republican but does not allow his lo ve for party
t o prevent his exercising sound judgment regarding
th e respective merits of candidates, his vote t-here

fore being cast for the man ratber than the party.
He is a member of the Presby.terian Church and a
liberal supporter of all entcrpl'iscs in which men of
public spiri t are wont to l•e interested, and the
wealth and ability which he possesses are used to
benefit many outside of the family circle.
The family of Mr. Forgy comprises a wife and
two children-Louella 1\'l. a nd Herbert S., both un·
married and at llome. Tb ey have received excellent
advantages in the way of aequiring knowledge,
while theil' home surro undings an d training have
been sucb as to prod uce in them courteous manners and goo<l principles. The wife and mother, in
her gi rluoocl Ill iss 111 ary Garver, was born in 1\'liami County, April 18, 1840, and united in marriage with our subject November 12, 186 5. Her
parents, David and Catherine (Johnson) Garver,
were born in Virginia and were early settlers in the
Bu ckey e State. 111rs. Forgy is intelligent and refined, with a disposition and character which
win admiration, and is a fit companion fo r a gen tleman in Mr. Forgy's position in society.
In connection with this sketch of llis life, a lithographic portrait of ilh . Forgy will be noti ced
eleewhcre in this volum e. He enjoys the respect of
the community, not only on account of his intelligeuce and advanced ideas in regard to farming, but
also for his interest in financial enterprises, social
orders, and all movements ca lcu lated to ad va.nce
the welfare of this section of the country.

e

ALEB TUTTLE.
The records of Clark
County include few, if any , lives of which a
greate t· number of years were spent within
its borders, t han that of the late Caleb Tuttle. He
was born near Clat·ksburg, Ya., May 14, 1799, and
a ccomp a~ i ecl uis parents to thi s State in the fall of
1806. The journ ey was performed by wagons , the
stock being driven, and the caravan in which they
journeyed inc luded seveml families . The couple
settled in the eastern part of Moorefield Township,
where he of whom we write grew to manhood. So
much has been written regarding life on the frontie•· that it is easy for us to picture the surrounilings
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of his ea rly life, and undetstand what toils he endured as a member of a pioneer family.
In the school of hardship, sterling qualities of character are strengthened, and a vigorous mauhood
developed, which cannot fail to have an· influence
over the associates and also master material things.
It is true in the case of our subject, who developed
a cuaracter which gained the respect of tuose who
knew him, and who so successfully pwsecuted the
avocation which he chose, that he became possessed of a large amount of property. After his
marriage he located on a small tract of land in
Springfield Township, occupying a corner by the
Sinking Creek Church. He gratlually added to his
real estate until he ·OWned about one tboueand
act·es of fine land·, in the meantime surrounding his
family with more an<l mot·e of com fort aa his means
increase<l. About 1848 be erected a substantial
brid< bouse, which stands as fit·mly to-day as when
first built. He reared a l:uge family, giving to
each of hi s chil<lren a farm as they reached manhood ot· womanhood.
The companion whom Mr. Tuttle chose to· accompany him in the journey of life was Mary
Prickett, who was born in Clermont County, De(•ember 22, 1803. She was a daughter of Nicholas
ancl Catherine (Knapper) PJ:ickett, who came thence
fwm P~nnsylvania at an early date, and afterward
removed to Lngonda, Clark County. To 1\Ir. and
Mrs. Tuttle eleven children were born. of whom
we note the following: Catherine became the wife
of Herbert Bird; Eliza J., now deceased, was the
wife of John Manahan; Margaret married Silas V.
Bird; Elizabeth is the wife of Joseph Wallingsford;
Rachel is the wife of Jacob L. McClelland; Sy Ivan us <lied in childhood; Isaiah was the next in
01·iler of birth; ]).avid died when seventeen years
old; Thomas and William H. are now <l eceased;
Laura 1\1. now owns and occupies the old hom e.
Mr. Tuttle departed this life December, 14,1881,
an<l his wife preceded him to the silent tomb, having breathed her last May 28, 1876. They were
Baptists in their religious faith, and conscientiously
endeavored to make their practice correspond with
their belief. Wlten first entitled to tho right of
suffrage Mr. Tuttle identified himself with tlte
Whig element, aftet·wnrd becoming a thorough Rc-
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publican when the old party gave place to the new.
He gave liberally of his means to ai<l in the prosecution of the war. firmly believi ng in the justice of
the Union cause.
Miss Laura Tuttle now owns one hundred and
sixty-three act·es of tlte homestead, in 'luding th e
residence where her parents spent so L>any years,and
around which memories of her own life cluster. She
Lias so managed the prope rty left Lter by her fath er
that she has ad <led another farm to her possessions.
1-'he is a lady of in telligence, highly esteemed by
those who know her, is a warm and devoted memhcr of the Baptist Church, and one whose life is
filled with good deeds.
The parents of our subject were Sylvanus nnd
Mary (Browu) Tuttle, who removed · from New
Jersey to Virginia during the last decade of tlte
eighteenth century. The father was a son of
Tltomas Tuttle, and was of English origin. Tuey
were memlJers of th e Bartist Church, active in all
its work, and their house was the home of ministers whenever hospitality was nee<led, or woul<l in
any way arl vance the cause of Christianity. At the
home which they macle in this cou nty after coming
hitl .er wiLh a colony, they lived to an advanced
age. 1\'lr. Tutt le breathed !Jis last at the ag~ of
eighty-two years, and Mrs. Tuttle when she was
eighty-five. Several of their sons took part in th e
Wat· of 1812. Th eir second child, Thomas, died
while tuey wer~ on their way fmm their Virginia
home to this county. The other mf mbers of the
family were Tha<ldens, John , Caleb, Zebedee,
David, Eunice, Meb itable and Dorcas.

OHN L. CONKLING. For a number of
yeats i\Ir. Conkling who is now deceaserl,
was num bere<l among the busi ness men of
Spl"ingfiel<l, Clark County, and he was pos:
sesserl in a markr.d tlegree of those traits of character which made him universally popular among
both young and old. Affable, generous and highminded, no man could point to an unworthy act of
his and when passing away he was mourned not
only by his immediate family but by hosts of
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friencls. As a business man he was more tuan ordinarily successful, and left to his family a fine estate including an elegant home with :1!1 of the com forts and luxuries of modern life .
A native of l\Iorris County, N. J., l\Ir. Conk.
ling was born February 2, 18 ,! 2, being the son of
William Conkling, a native of the same county
an<l a dcsr,endant of one of four brothers who
were early settlers of Spring Valley , N. ,J. William Conkling was one of four sons and was reared
to agricultural pursuits w!Jich he followed in his native State and remained a resident there until about
two y ears before his death. He then sold his farm
and went to Springfield to visit his sons and died
at tile home of his son William.
The mother of our subject bore the maideu
name of Cornelia Galtra. She survived her husband many years and died at the borne of her son,
John L., at the advanced age of eighty-two. Mr.
Coulilin of w!Jom we write was reared and educated in his native county and when " yonng man
entered the employ of the Government as a clerk
at the Brooklyn navy yard. He held that position
until 1871, then returned to Springfield and em.
barked in the grocery business. He was possessed
of sound judgment ancl fine business •bilities,
was courteous to Ins customers and thus made
many friends, acquiring a large trade. In fact, he
became the leading groceryman of the city and
continued in the business until the illness which
termir:ated in his death, January 5, 1885.
The marriage of .John L. Conkling and Miss Helen Parcells, wa~ celebrated in the bride's home in
Brooklyn, N. Y., April 25, 1870. Mrs. Conkling
was born in the city of Brooklyn, N. Y., September 24, 1850, and is the daughter of William
Parcells, a native of Morris County; N. J. Her
purternal grandfather was born in Mendon, that
State, where his father, wllo was a farmer by occupation, spent his last years. Grandfather James
Parcells, also followed agricultural pursuits and
died at Mendon. William Parcells was reared in
I.Jis native State and when leaving there went to
Brooklyn, N. Y., ai1d became a wholesale dealer
in building stone, remaining there until his death.
He married Miss Catherine, daugllter of William
Willis. The latter was a native of England and

a son of Joi.Jn Willis, likewise of English birth
and parentage and who upon emigrating to New
York City eng•ged in mercantile business.
Graudfathcr Parcells followed in the footsteps
of his honored father and also became a merchant
of New York City where he spent his last .!'ears.
liir. and Mrs. Conkling became the parents of five
children, namely: Augusta, William R., John L. and
Roscoe deceased, and Helen E. Mr. Conkling as is
also his widow, was a devoted member of the First
Presbyterian Church, which has received liberal
benefactions from them and of which Mrs. Conk.
ling is still a regular attendant. Mr. Conklin was
prominent as a member of Clark Lodge, No. 101,
A. F. & A . 111. and Palestine Commandery, No. 33,
K. T. Mrs. Conkling occupies the beautiful home
left her by her husband and is a lady who holds
a high position in the community.

·-.
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OHN P. GARLOUGH, Justice of the Peace.
: Whatever of advancement and improvement
i is claimed for the latter half of the nineteenth century, we must confess that it is
difficult to find manners so perfectly courteous,
easy, and dignified, as those of the old-school gentlemen. Here and there we see the descendant of
an old, honored family , who, by inheritance and
training has become possessed of til em, and we look
with delight upon their exhibition. The gentleman above named is one of these rare men, and his
manners are but the visible emblems of the mind
and character which animate his actions. He is
widely and favorably known in Clark County as
an old settler, a Christian gentleman, and a nseful
and public-spirited citizen. He ~ccupies an estate
on section 18, Green Township, the dwelling in
which he lives being that which shelt~red bis parents during all their married lives. It was built
by his father in 1821, but has been added to by its
present owner, giving a more modern look to the
substantial structure of ''ye olden time."
Going back three generations in the paternRI
line, we find the name of John Henry Garlouah
a native of Germa.ny, who settled in Maryl:l1lt
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recor<l of a kinrlly and useful life. Her oldest son,
prior to the Revolutionary War. He took part in
thltt contest as a member of th~ Colonial army,
George E ., married Ann E. McCartney, has three
manifesting his sympathy in the cause for which
childrcn ,and lives in the same township as his father;
J. Harvey married Emma Boyer, has four children
the Americans fought, by deeds of valor in the
ranks. With his two sons, Adam and John, he
and lives in Fayette County; Oliver, whose home
came to Ohio in 1807, settling with John on the
is near Clifton, Greene County, married Mary
farm now owned by B. F. Garlough, the spring
Belle Corry, and has two children; Anna is deafter their arrival in the ~tate. Adam decii!ed
ceased; John H. is unmarried, and is still at home;
upon a location in Greene Connty. The old gen.
Emma Jane is the wife of G. W. Rife, and lives
tleman died in September, 1810, his rem:tins bdng
in Greene County; Rhoda May manied R. J.
Corry, has three -children , and lives in Greene
the first deposited in the Garlough Cemetery. John
County.
Garlough was the father of two chilrlren by his
first marringe--a son, .John, and a daughter, CathIn October, 1863, Mr. Garlough contracte<l a
second matrimonial alliance, choosing as his comerine. The latter became the wife of Jacob Nave.
panion Miss Ann Elder, who was l•orn November
The second John Garlough was born in Freder10, 1824, on the old Elder homestead on section
ick County, Md., June 23, 1789, and died in Clark
County, Ohio, in 1858. Upon reaching maturity,
10. Her parents were Robert and Nancy T. (Elder)
be bad married Anna Patton, a daughter of Thomas
Elder, the one a native of Dauphin and the other
of '\Vestmcit·cland Connty, Pa. Mr. Elder was bom
nnd Jane Patton, who were very early settlers in
March 20, 180:1, and died Mat·ch 13, 1i<fs6; !lis
this county, whence they had come from Ireland.
wife was born December 25. 1804, and died l\Inrch
Mr•. Garlough was born in 1802 and dierl July
29, 1825, after but four years of happy wedded · 12, 1875. Both !lad been bwught to Ohio )Vhen
quite young, tbc residence of Mr. Elder dating
left. She left two childt·en-Jane D., now the
widow of Sylvanus Tuttle and mother of four
from 1813 and that of his wife from 1811. They
were married in llt:itler County, April 19, 1823.
children, whose home is in Springfield Township;
Eleven children were born to them, nine of whom
and the subject of this sketch.
are yet living.
The ~entleman of whom we wl'ite was born
March 1, 1825, on the farm which he now ocen.
The present Mrs. Garlough is a lady of more
than ordina1·y intelligence, lm vi'bg, lil<e her huapies. Being left motherless when but four months
banrl, added much to the gootl common-school eduold, he was tenderly cared for by an aunt, Mrs.
cation which she originally received. ~he became
Margaret Lott, with whom he remained until his
a tea.c hcr, and for fift.een years continued ber pedamarriage. He received a gooi! commun.school
gogical luhors, successful as an instructor, esteemed
education, pursuing his studies in a log school·
for her pleasant ways and high charncter, and
house, hut greatly improving on the instruction
which he the.re obtained by observation and permaking lifelong friends among patrons and pupil&.
She is a consi,tcnt member of the Presbyterian
sonal efforts. He has been an extensive reader
Church, to which Mr. Garlou):th also belongs, and
and has impressed that which he read upon his
in which he llns been a Trustee. Both were bapmind by copying copious extracts. In this way he
tized in the same churcil and at the same time,
has also acquired a flow of language that is easy,
when they were infants,
grammatical, and correct in the usage of words.
The farm of Squire Garlough comprises one
In early manhood Mr. Garlough chose as a eomhundreil and forty.four acres of land, nearly all
panion Miss Tabitha Jane, daughter of John Tuttle,
unrler the plow, and affording a competency to
who came hence from Virginia before the year
its owner, who has now retired from the o.cti ve
1812. The marriage rites were celebrated in Demanagement. He is still ,Justipe of the Peace, a
cember, 1845 1 and the union was blessed by the
position in which he has server! for twenty years.
birth of seven children. Mrs. Garlough departed
this life in February, 1862, leaving behind her the
He has also quite recently been re.elected to the
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office of School Director, in which he has already
acted fifteen years, and he also belongs to the
Bom·ri of Education of Gr~Pn Towuship. A~ a
Township TmFtPe he has served fifteen years, the
long terms in wllich he is retained in public service indicating the opinion which is held of him by
his neighbors. Always interested in political affairs. he gave his first allegiance to the Whig party,
ann later to the Republican, and has been sent as a
delegate to county. State and congressional conventions. Although he has always strongly ad vocated temperance, he is in no degree a third party
man. Ho was fot·mel'ly one of the noted "squit'l'el
hunters" of this State, and took part in repelling
the Morgan raid during the Civil War.

~
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Ol-IN B. STEWART.

The subject of this

I notice is a worthy repre>entative of the pio-

: neer Stewart family of which there are now
three branches in this part of Ohio. The
Stewarts have made a good reco•·ri, being people
uniformly well-to-rio, upright and honest as citizens, progressive in their ideas, anri always casting
their influence on the side of progress and reform.
They were mostly engaged as tillers of the soil, an<l
transmitted to !lheir descen<lants their healthful
frames and persevering dispositions by which they
maintained their independence, and acquired each
one, almost without exception, a fair share of this
world's goods.
In noting the antecedents of the subject of this
sketch, we find that he is the son of .James B. Stewart, who was born in 1785, in Dauphin County, Pa.
Tbc latter learned the hatter's trade in his youth,
but afterward turned bis attention to the more congenial pursuits of farm life. When a young man
of twenty-one years, he left his native State, comin" to Ohio in the fall of 1806, and took np a tract
oflan<l on section 6, Green Tuwnship,Clnrk County.
With the aid of fout· of his neighbors, he put up a
log bouse and liven in it all that first winter with
no floor but mother earth. Indians ann wild animals were plentiful, and the wolves frequently
!Jowled at night around his cabin home. Ilis young
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wife, who in her girlhoofl was Miss Ann Baty, bad
come to t!Jis State from Kentucky, where she was
born in 1797. After many years of arduous Jabot·,
the father transformed a portion of the wilderness
into a goon farm, and riied March 25, 1828, at the
early age of forty- three years. The mother survived her husband for the long period of twentyeight years, remaining a widow, and departed this
life in Green Township, Srptember 12, 1856.
There han been horn to them six children, three of
whom are living, namely: Susan, l\1rs. Cozier, a
resident of SpringBelcl; Margaret, Mrs. Casey, who
lives in Council Bluffs, Iowa; atul John B., of this
sketch.
The subject of this notice was the fourth child
of his parents, anri was born in the log house on
the ol<l homestead, November 8, 1814. He had
very little opportunity for attending school, and
after the· death of his father, remained wit!J his
mother, assisting hcr in the care of the younger
children until twenty-two years old, when he
started out for bimsel f. He continued at farm
work, ann when feeling that he was in a condition
to establish a home of his own, took unto himself a
wife and helpmate, Miss Eliza McKinney, to whom
he was married February 28, 1837. After marriage tbe newly wedtlerl pair settled upon the old
homestead where they have since lived. No children have been born of their union, They, however, assumed the care of a hoy, William H. Coon,
who during the late Civil War enlisted as a Union
soldier in Lhe Forty-fifth Ohio J ufanLry. On account of failing health, army life prove<] very
severe but he remained at his post of service until
the expiration of his tet·m of enlistment, and then
received an honorable discharge; he is now living
.on a small tract of land deeded him by our subject.
Mrs. Stewart was born December 10, 1813, in
Montgomery County, this State, and is a daughter
of John and Rachel (~haw) McKinney. Mrs. McKinney was a native of Maryland, the father's nativity is unknown. Her parents came to Ohio at
a very early day, settling first in Montgomery
County, but in 1815 removed to Clark County.
where they spent the remainder of their lives. The
father dieri in Green Township, and the mother in
1879, at the residence of our subject. The parental
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household was completer! by the birth of eight children, only two of whom are living: Mrs. Stewart
and her sist~r Clarinda TI'Onsdale, who is a resi<lent of this township.
From early manhood Mr. Stewart has taken an
active part in politics. D<uing the old slavery
days he was a pronounced Abolitionist, and assipted
many a fugitive to freedom by the underground
railway. Upon the outbreak of the Civil War, he
warmly championed the Union cause, openly declaring his sentiments to the effect that he hope<!
the war woulrl never end u;,til the blot of slavery
should disappear, and gave freely of his means to
assist in the success of the Union Army. He voted
with the Republicans until the conflict had ended,
and then becoming interested in the temperance
movement altied himself with the Prollibitionists.
Both he and his estimable wife are members in good
standing of tbe Free Baptist Church in which Mr.
Stewart has been a Trustee since early manhood,
officiated as Treasurer for a period of h·enty-fi ve
years, and as a Deacon for liftl en years. When a
parsonage was required to he built, he deeded the
ground for this purpose, and has otherwise contributed to the prosperity of the church.
Mr. Stewart's farm comprises seventy-nine acres
of choice land, all under good cultivation, and improved with substantial buildings. He is a thorough and skillful farmer, an honest anrl upright
citizen, and is one whose name will be rem em bererl
long after he has departed hence.
-~
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ILLIAM THORN. The Thom family is
one of the oldest and most hono•·ed of those
who came to this part of Ohio during the
pioneer days. They were (!unkers in religious
belief, to which the oubject of this sketch also conforms . He was hom at his fath er's homestead near
Oldtown, March 4, 1823, a nd is the son of William
Thorn S1·., a native of New Jersey, wlw came to
this county as early as 1804 when a single man.
Here he met and marrie<l Miss Rachel, daughter of
lion. Thomas Embree, who came with his family
from East Tennessee about the same time. M1·.

W
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Em hree was a man of fine bu siness ability anrl became quite wealthy. He purchased one thousanrl
acres of the best land in the county, this lying
about fonrteen miles ·eas t of Oldtown where he
prosecuted farming until retiring from active ]a ..
bor.
William Thorn , Sr., and his bricle settled on a
tract of timbered land where, laboring together
with one mutual purpose, they in time built up a
fine home. In later years there came to live with
them Grandfntber Embree and his wife and there
they died. The laud in later years was divided up
amon·g the grandchildren of whom tbere were nine
and of whom, William, our snhject, was next to
tbe youngest. All grew to mature y ears and two
are still surviving. Grandmother Embree's maiden
name was Esther Colson. On the paternal side
of the house gran<lfathe•· Isaac Thorne, married a
lady whose first name was Hannah . They lived
on the old place until their decease. William
Thom Sr. passed away in 1853. 'His wife survived him for twenty-one years, dying in 1874.
Tbe subject of this notice was married in 1851
to Miss Nancy M. Beatty who became the mother
of three ehildren and who died in 1856. Their
daughter Emma died in infancy. Two survi ve<l
the death of the mother; Sylvester dierl when six
years old; Alfred B., a young man of fine promise
cllosc the drug business for his vocation and was
gra<luated in pharmacy. He engaged with his
cousin, Dr. Thorn , of Yellow Springs. as clerk in
his drug sto•·e and died at the early age of twentysix.
Our subject contracted a seconil marriage in 1858
with Miss Elizabeth Harvey and to them there were
born five cuildren, of whom Isaac H. is the only
smvivor. He is a very intelligent young man
hut not in very rolmst health. He is well-rend
and wel.l-informed and hn> traveled extensivel:jt.
having visited several States in the union . He
completed his studies in the Ada High School.
William Thorn has a nice little farm, a portion of
the Embree estate, fitted up with good buildings
and where he hopes to spend many year; with hi s
worthy wife and tile friends whom he has gathere<l
around him. Thomas E. <lied when twenty-one
years olil; Maria died iu infancy; two bright little
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girls, llfa1·y and Sarah, aged nine and six years
respectively, were victims of dipbtheriu, J\ia.ry dying in 1874, and Sarah in 1875.
William Thorn was again affiicted in the death
of his second wife which occurred January 5, 1874.
On the 12th of May, 1875, he was wedded to a very
estimable lacly-Miss Elizabeth Lewis, who still :·emains his faithful and affectionate companion. Mrs.
Elizabeth Thorn was born January 30, 1836, and
is the daughter of Jesse and Hannah .(Harvey)
Lewis, who spent most of their lives in 'Varren
County, this State. Tue paternal grandparents
were Evan and Sarah Lewis, of Jamestown. Grandfather Lewis was at one time a large slu veholclu
but finally became convinced that the peeuliar institution was a grave wrong and set his slaves at
liberty. In religious belief he had been reared a
Quaker, to which peaceable sect his ancestors belonged. This worthy old couple, Mr. and Mrs.
Thorn, are pleasan1.ly situated on their fine farm,
a part of the briginal Embree purchase. The present residence is a fine structme and with its modem outbuildings and appurtenances, makes a very
attractive home and a place which is often visited
by many friends and relatives. While nearing
the close of long and uscfnl lives, they are quietly
glirling down tbe stream with theit· eyes hopefully
fixed on the brighter shore.
llfr. Thorne C:J.st his first Pt·esidential vote for
William H. Harrison, and hliLS later supported I he
principles of the Republican party , while at the
present time he is a stanch supporter of the Prohibition party.
-·~-

UTHER HANE'3. The real-estate, insur.
ance and loan office of Mt·. Hanes draws its
full share of business in this line from Xenia
liJld Greene County at large. Its head. who has
now passed the sixty-fh·st year of his age, is not
only prominent in business circles, but quite active
in politics, being an earnest worker in the Republican ranks. He is well educated, larg<>ly by his own
efforts, and during his early maniH•od followed tbe
profession of a teacher for ten years. He came to
Xenia in the fall of 1860, and fnr the past twentythree years has been engagerl in his present husi-
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ness. The fact that he wns rcarrd on a farm by no
means detracts from his ability as a practical business man .
The subject of this notice was born in Washington County, IYid., October 16, 1828, anrl is the son
of Adam and Susanna (Tice) Hanes, who were
also natives of that county. Adam Hanes was one
of the early pioneers of Ohio, coming to Greene
County in 1831, overland in a. wsgon with his
family, and locati-ng near Alpha, where he spent the
remainder of his days. Prior to this removal he
had served ns a soldier in the War of 1812, in a
Maryland regiment. He was an old-line Whig,
politically, and took an active part in politics, being prominent in local affairs. He served as ,Justice
of the Peace a number of years, and was one of
the founders of the Lutheran Church in Beaver
Creek Township. He died in 1865, at the age of
seventy-three years.
Adam Hanes was twice married. His first wife,
who only live,[ a short time, bore him one child, a
son, Samuel B. He was then manied to Miss Su·
sauna Tice, and became the fath er of tbree sons
and four d~nghters, viz.: Davie!, John, Luther,
Anna M .. Lucretia, Mary .J. and Sarah E . The
latter died when nine years old. The survivors are
located in Ohio, Illinois and Maryland.
The Hanes family originaterl in Germany, which
was the bit·thplace of the paternal grandfather of
our subject. He emigmted to Amel"ica dnring tile
C<4lonial nRys , in time to have a hand in the Revolutionary War, and settled in Maryland . He was
married, and reared a family of four sons and fout·
daughters. One of the sons, David, was a resident
of Maryland. Jacob came to this county about
1812, served in the war of that period, and su bscquently became one of tbe Associate Judges of the
county, being one of the first men to wear tbe judicial erm ine after the county was organized. Another son, Jonathan. came to this county about
1828, and Adam, the father of our subject, followed; his wife, Susanna, dierl in Greene County,
in 1858.
Luther Hanes was fi1·st married December 20,
1860, in Greene County, to Miss Louisa III.,
daughter of Alexander and Eliza (And1·ews) Ste·
pbens. Of this union there was born one child, a
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daughter, Sallie E. l\lrs. Louisa M. Hanes departed
this life in Xenia, August 30, 1881. The present
wife of our subject, to whom he was marrierl
Jll arch 19 , U!84, was formerly Mt·s. Sarah J. PaulIus. of Dayton. She was born June 4, 1835, in
Wincltestet·, Ind., and is the daug hter of the Hon.
Michael Aker, a native of Pennsylvania, and now
living at the age of eighty-one years. Of her marriage with Mr. Paullns there were born five chilrlren. Mr. anrl 1\frs. Han es are members of t~e
Reform ed Church, and Mr. Hanes, socially, belongs
t.o the Independent Orner of Odrl Fellows.

ON . DOUGLAS W . RAWLINGS. The
!i~ present Representative of Clark County to
!....
the Lower House of the State Legislature,
was elected thereto in th e fall of 1889 for
·
n term of two years and is serving his constituents
to the best of his ability and evidently to theit· satisfaction. He is a member of the Committee on
County Affairs, also the Girls' Industrial Home,
and the people at large feel that tbeir int<•rcsts:.are
entirely safe in his hands. li e is tile owner of a .
weJl.regulated farm in Moorefield Township and
has spent tbe most of his life engaged in agricultural pursuits.
A native of Cbampaign County, this State, the
snbject of this notice was bom April 22, 1843. to
.James and Susannah (McRoberts) Rawlings, who
were natives respectively of Kentucky and Ohio.
His paternal ancestors a,·e supposed to have been of
Eng lish origin while on the mother's side of the hou se
he is probably descen clcd from the Scotch-Irish. The
Rawling• r.,mily is said to have been first represented
in this country by three brothers who crosse<l tlw
Atlantic prior to the Revolutionary War, and from
lbcm descended Douglas W. and all tl!e family of
this name.
James Rawlings emigratecl from Kentucky to
this State as early as 1823, when a young man
about twenty years of age and was thus one of tlw
earliest pioneers qf this region. Taking up a tract
of land in U rlJana Township he opened a goorl
farm and occupied himself as a tiller of the soil
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until his denth , which took place in October 1886 .
The mother passed away in 1849. The family
consisted of six children, the elclest of whom," son,
William J. W., is a resident of Champaign County,
this State; Mary E. is toe wife of Thom~ts M.
Todd; Thomas is a farmer ">y occupation; Jennie
E. is the wife of J. P. Knight; James H., as well
as the others, is a resident of the above-mentioned
county. Douglas W. was the youngest born.
Mr. Rawlings lived at t he home farm with his
parents, assisting in the labors thereof until a youth
uf seventeen years, and thereafter for three winters
occupied himself as a teacher in the di strict schools.
His early advantages were far inferior to those enjoyed by the youth of the present day, but he made
the most of his opportunities and learnen largely
from the reading of instructive books nnd keeping
his eyes open to what was going on around him in
the world . When a young man of twenty-four he
was ready to estalJlish a home of his own and was
accordingly married, August 8, 1867, to l\liss Mary
A., daughter of the Rev. Gilbert C. Townley. Mr.
Townley was an itinerant minister of the lllet hodist
Episcopal Church and after laboring faithfully in
the Master's vineyard died November 2, 1854. Mrs
Townley is still living, making her home with her
son-in-law, our subject.
To Mr. and Mrs. Rawlings there have been born
four children, the eldest of whom, a son, Charles,
died in October, 1882, at the age of fifteen years.
Minnie A. , Jennie E. and Douglas W., Jr. , remain
at home with their parents. Mr. Rawlings immerliately after his marriage :·epain·d to Bloomington,
IlL , where he engagerl as a teacher one year, then
returning to Ohio locate d on his present farm in
Moorefield Township, Clark County. He has si nce
been continuously engnged. in agricultural pursuits
and besides developing a very fine farm, has an elegant resiclence whi(•b with its surroundings forms
one of the most nttl'active homes in the county. He
stat"ted in life practically without means, and as the
al'chitect of his own fortunes presents an exnmple
well worthy of imitation as illustrating the results
of enel'g.Y and persevemnte. He has be~n a Republican since becoming a votmg citizen ~nrl for
years has been prominent in the local affairs of
Clark County, serving two terms as County Com-
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missioner antl oc·cupying other positions of trust
and responsibility. Both he anti his estimable wife
nl'C members in good standin g of the Methodist
Episcopal Chmeh, at~ending ser vi ces at Moorefield
Chapel. To tllis lle has given a liberal support
and has scrveil in the various chu rch offices, being
Rt present Recording Steward of t!Je circuit.
After the outbreak of the CivH War 1\lr. Ra wl in~s in 1\lay, 1862, enlisted in Company H, Eightysixth Ohio Infantry, which was assigned mostly to
~uartl duty in West Virginia unde•· Gen. Terry.
On account of ill health he retu rn ed hom e after
receivin g his hon orable rlischarge, but. in May, I SH,
re-enlisted with the one hundred days' men in Company G, One Hun d red and Eighty-fourth Ohio Infantry and serv ed auont four months unil er Gen.
Butler, along the James and A[.>pomattox Rivers.
'With the exception of one skirmish with t he rebels
at Ft. W althill , he saw no active se•·vice and received his honoraule discharge August 31, 1864.
Personally l\Ir. Rawlings is a gentleman of fine
arldress, courteous and hospitable and entertains
bl'oad ani! liberal views upon t he leading questions
of t he day. He is consiile red a man of more tban
Ol'd inary intelligence antl unusual business abi lities
and his in tcgl'ity is unqu estioned. As a legislator,
he is an industrious worker an d a deep tllin ker, :mel
it is evirlent that he is aimin g to justi fy to the fullest extent the choice of his constituents to represent
the interests of the people. H e is looked upon as
one of the most public-spirited men of Clark
County, wiLh whose interests be has been closely
identified since early manhooil and he may justly
feel that he has been no un important factor in promoting its best interests. He is in the prim3 of
li fe and in the midst of his usefulness and g reater
things are e:xpecterl of him in t.hec future.
In connection with the personal · sketch of the
Hon. !Ill'. Rawlings, are presented Jithogmphic pol'tmits of bim s•M and his wife.

D

AVID BRADFUTF.. This gentleman bas the
•reputat ion of being the best stock-raiser in
Greene County, his business being condu cted
und er tile fil'm name of D. Bradfute & Son, t il e

junior member of the firm being Oscar E., a young
man of considerable ability and much energy. The
estate of Mr. Bradfute is finely situated about half
way between Cedarville and Yellow Springs, ancl
the five hundred acres of fine land which comprise
it have been brought under a high state of cultiv~t
tion by his efforts. On th e land are three barns for
the protection of stock, besides a number of s!Jeds,
cribs and other edifices, all being of the best construction and models. The stock includes a herd of
ttorougbbred Polled Angus cattle, the .six cows being imported, and tile bull fl'Dm the celebrated herd
of W. M. D. Lee of Leavenworth, Kan. The animal is named Don Cameron and is registered No.
6295; he takes the first premium in all the local
county fa irs and is one of two animals that were
·selected at the State Fair, the prize finally being
awarded to the Short-horn. Among the cows is
the celebrated prize animal, Lilly Third of Wester
Lochiel, Nl>. 6055, which came from tile herd of
P eter Dunn of Wester Lochiel, Scotland, and in the
Scotch registry is numbered 6800. At the State
F air in Columhus in 1889,sbe took tile grand sweep
stakes [.>rize for cows in tbe bee f-produ cing class,
six of the best co ws in the world being entered.
Many other cattle of fin e stock, among them twentytwo bead of registered Polleil Angus animals, are
on the place. Some fin e Chester-white hogs and
about three hundred bead of sheep arc also to be
SPCn.

Tile subject of til is notice is a son of William
and Elizabeth Bradfute. His father. came to tbis
county fl'Om Kentucky when but a small boy, in order to beco me an inmate of the family of his uncle,
.John Knox. He learne;d the trade of a carpenter
and built many of the old houses now standing in
this vicin ity, among tile monum ents to his skill
being some fin e buildings yet stand ing on the place
adjoining that occupied by our subject. He acquired cons[del'ahle reputation as a stock-raiser,
being among the fil'st men in this county to import
Short-h~>rn Durham cattle. This was about fortyfive years ago, when our subject was a small boy.
About the year 1827, William Brailfute married
Miss Elizabeth, ilaughter of John Anderson of
Scotland, in whicb country Miss Elizabeth was bom
in 1806 . Her parents came to this county in 1818,
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settling on the place a•ljoining that on which our
subject now lives , but afterward removing to Cliftun. where she was married and began ber wedderl
life. Two years after their marriage, Mr. and Mrs.
Bradfute moved to his farm, where his widow is
still living, his death having occurred in 1872.
James Ande•·son, the eldest brother of Mrs.
Bradfute, came to this neighborhood, walking from
Cleveland to this place, and after securing land returned the same way. He then went back to Dundee, Scotland, and induced the rest of the family to
come across the ocean. He lived to be eighty-six
years of age and was noted tbroUI!-huut this region
for his powers of endurance. When ile was coming
to the county the boat on which be had taken passage left him at Bnffalo and ile star ted off on foot,
reaching the next station in ad ,-·a nee of the craft.
At one time, being in Cincinnati and having lost
all his money by the failure of a firm there, he
started after breakfast one morning and walked all
the way hom e, a distance of a little more than sixty
miles. readling his destination in tim e to take supper. There was snow on the ground and his shoes
giving out, his fe et bled so that he could have been
tracked by the blood on the snow.
Daviil Braclfute was educated for a farmer and
stock-raiser, in which occupations be has gained so
wide n repute. He was married lllarch 19, 1861,
to 1\liss 1\Iartha E., daugbter of William Collins,
who was one of the very ol<lest settlers in this
county. The estimable and devoted wife and
mother died September 6, 1879, leaving two childrerl, Oscar E. and Lydia. The son is finely educated, being a graduate of the University at
Bloomington , Ind., and brings his knowledge into
excellent use as a partner of his father in the stock
business. He is a member of the County Board of
· Agriculture. having been elected when his father re .
fused to serve Ionge•· in a capacity in which be bad
acted for t~·enty years. Miss Lydia who still remains with her father , is also.educated and accomplished being a graduate of Wasl1ington Female
Seminary. The second wife of Mr. Bradfnte was
in her girlhood Miss Hannah 111. Nesbit. She is au
estimable womnn having been carefully reared and
educated. Her father, Samuel Nesbit was well
known as a merchant in Cedars ville for many years.
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Her union with our subject has heen a childless
one. She and her husband belong to the United
Presbyterian Church attending at Clifton , the father of our subject belonged to the old Seceder
Church. Mr. BradfLlte has been a Republican for
many years. The enterprise, intelligence and upright characters of the members of tbis household
are such as to entitle them to that which they receive, a high degree of respect ani! admiration.

E

DMUND H. KEIFER. Even in a county
where intelligence is the rule, ther~ are some
men who arc regarded as superior in intellectual culture to the great mass of citizens and
who therefore possess greater prominence anrl wield
greater influence than others. Wh en to tbis mental development are added pleasing manners, good
social qualities and the energetic nature wbich
makes a success of whatever employment the man
enters upon, l!e is almost certain to be looked upon
with great respect and to be known far and wide as
an honor to the community. Such is the case with
the subject of this biographical skelth, who, aside
from his personal qualities, is respected on account
of his family connections, several of whom are
highly !Jonored in the Nation. To those interested
in public affairs the name of his cousin, J . 'Varren
Keifer, ex-Speaker of the House of Representatives,
is familiar; while his father, Gen. John Keife1·, is
rem em be red for his high olllcial station in the Ohio
l\Jilitia and as United States 1\hrshal for this districi.
In 1805, George and Margaret (Hivner) Keifer,
left l\1 nry lanil for the Buckeye State,- settliug on
1\bd River, about six miles west of Springfield .
The farm which they occupied until •Ieath is now
owned by Leander Baker and forms a pa1·t of
Bethel Township, Clark County. George Keifer
fought for his country in the second struggle for
the relief from British tyranny. At the death of
this most worthy couple the farm became the property of their so~< John, who was born in Maryland
in 1800, but reared in this sectiou, amid the pioneer surroundings of the first quarter of the cen-
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tury. He not only filled the high station of which
we have before spoken, but was an influential mem ber of the society in this vicinity, honored as a
man of natural ability, updght life and great usefulness. He took the United States census in this
county in 1860.
Gen. Keifer married Elizabeth, daughter of
John Donne!, one of the first pioneers in this
section, who helpe•l survey this and the adjoining
counties, and owned tile instruments witll wllicl!
Cindnnati was surveyed. These are now in the
possession of Mrs. Thomas Keyser, of Spr ingfield.
Mrs. Keifer was born in Springfield Township,
four miles west of the town of the same name,
on a farm now owned by A. Holcomb. She
bore her husband six c!Jildren, two of whom
are yet living-John D. and Edmund H. The
former married Nancy Crane, who was born and
reared on Marl River, this county; their borne is in
KRnsas and their family comprises nine children.
Gen. Keifer and llis wife died w.ithin three weeks
of each otl!er, the husband breathing his last .June
9, 1865, ancl his widow .June 29.
The gentlemnn with whose name this sketch is
introduced was born in Springfield Township, February 19, I 835, on the farm which bad been his
mother's birthplace and early home. His parents
thoroughly appreciated the advantages of a good
education and after completing the course of study
whicl! could be pursued in the common schools, he
was sent to Antioch College, Yellow Springs,
wh ere for two terms he was under the instruction
of the noted erlu~ator, Horace Mann. The most
stupid Ia<! could scarcely fail unclet· such circumstances to be inspirerl with granrl ideas of the
object anrl use of knowlerlge , and the manner in
which one 's surrouu•iings should ever be made
helpful toward a high er development of the mental
pow~rs. The bright mind and early training of
young Keifer were a fertile soil for the growth of
snell ideas and they have born n.uch fruit in his
life.
Mt•. Keifer remained with his parents until after
his marriage wllich took place January 11, 1859,
when he settled for a year on the old homestead.
He t!Jen removed to Iliad River Township and remained there for two years. and in 1865, took pos-

session of his present estate wl!ich is located on
section 6, Green Township. There were no improvements on the place and a part of it was not
yet cleared. His original acreage here has been
added to, t~e estate now comprising three hundred
and thirty. seven acres and bearing excellent improvements. The two family residences and two
tenant l!ouses, together with all the barns and other
buildings were erected by the present owner, his
own dwelling having been put up in the fall of
1871, at the cost of $2,500. Mr. Keifer still superintends the estate, on which are to be found
some excellent grades of horses, cattle and hogs.
In arldition to the fine estate l•ere, be owns a livery
barn in Springfielrl and considerable real estate in
Washington, D. C.
The National Capital has been frequently visited by Mr. Keifer and since he began investing
t.here he makes about four trips yearly. On the
last occasion he was in the wreck of the Baltimore
& Ohio train near Newark, Ohio, on 1\Iarcb 14,
1890, but fortunately escaped serious injury. During the Civil War he belonged to the Ohio National
Guards and sent a substitute into the Union Army.
His judgment concurs in the principles em bodied
in the Democratic platform, and his ballot is given
to that party. He is an ardent temperance man,
althougl! not a supporter of the third party. For
many years he acted as School Director of the
district in wbicb lle lives and he also belonged to
the Board of Education of the Township. He is
not identifierl with any religious body, althougl!
bis wife and children are membet·s of the Methodist
Episcopai Church .
It would be natural to suppose that this gentleman would choose as a life companion a lady of cultured intellect and manners, and such an one
presides over his hospitable home. She was known
in her girll!ood as Miss Bethenia Miller, was born
in this county Januat·y I, 1842, and received a part
of her intellectual ~raining in Springfield Seminary.
Sue is a daughte•· of R. S. and Elizabeth (Shellabarger) Miller. Her mother was a sister of Judge
Shellabarger, of Washington, D. C., who was formerly a Congressman from this district and who is now
a very prominent lawyer, practicing before the
United States Supreme Court exclusively, and hav-
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ing as a partner Judge Wilson. :Mrs. Miller died in
~eptember, 1879, leaving three children, two of
whom yet survive. They arc-Mrs. George Humphreys, of Urbana, ann Mrs. Keifer, the wife of the
suhjPct of this sketch. J\lr. Miller is still living
and is now seventy-seven years of age. Maggie,
who married Dr. A. A. Baker, was the eldest child,
and departed this life in March, 1888.
Mr. aud Mrs. Keifer are the parents of three
children, of whom we note the following: Anna
M. married John T. Stewart, son of Perry Stewart,
whose sketch will be found elsewhere in this book.
Their home is in Greencastle, Ind ., where Mr.
Stewart owns an electric light plant. Lizzie D. is
the wife of F. P. Whitehead, to whom she has borne
one child; their home is in Springfield , Ohio.
Shella G., a yonng man now nineteen years old, is a
student in AntiOch College.

ILLIAM J. MILLER. Many of the leaning men of this county are its uative-born
citizens as in the case of Mr. Miller, who
was born May 4, 1834, in the northwest part of Beaver Creek Township, Greene County. Hi s parents
were ,James and Sarah (Harner) Miller, ani! his
father came to this region during its pioneer days.
James Miller, a native of Greencastle, P:t., wus born
September 15, 1807, and his wife, Sarah, was born
in Beaver Creek Township, this county, December
17, 1802, the same year that Ohio was ailmitted
into the Union as a State. The father of our sub.
ject in his journey to this county was accompanied by the well-known Johi1 Harbi'he, one of its
earliest pioneers. Mr. Miller occupien himself as
a carpenter and was married to Miss Harner about
1840. He had secmred one hundred and thirteen
acres of land-that upon which his son now resides
-ani! where he settled with his young wife, they
beginning housekeeping together in true pioneer
style.
James Miller opened up a good farm from the
wilderness where he and his estimable wife spent
the remainder of their nays. Mr. Miller died
abol!t l870 at the ag-e of eilrty-seven years. · Up to
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the I.Jeginning of the Civil War he had affiliated
with tlle Democratic party, but not being able to
harmonize with the Democracy on the questions of
Union ann slavery, he wheeled over into the Republican ranks, remaining there until the clos,• of
his life. The mother died about 1870.
The parental household of om &ubject consisted
of two children only, William J. and Sumh J ., the
latter being the wife of John Davis and living in
Beaver Creek Township. James 1\liller had three
brothers: William, Matthew, a nd Robert. Robert
located first in Greene County, Ohio, an,i from
there went to Logansport where be remained until
his death . The Miller fami ly is of German and Scotch
ancestry , from which countries respectively the paternal grandparents of Willium J. emigrated at an
early day.
Mr. Miller has spent his entire life upon the
farm where he now lives. He attended the district
school during his boyhood and youth and obtained
a practical knowledge of agriculture, which with
his habits of industry have made him a successful
and independent farmer. He Is largely interested
in Poland-China swine and bas carried off the blue,
ann red ribbons at the County Fairs. The head of
Mr. Miller's herd of swine bas taken the red ribbon
at the Ohio, Indiana and Illinois State Fairs. He
has made of this indus try a specialty for the past
seven years. His farm buildings are ample and
convenient and he avails himself ofm<>dern methons
and improved machinery in all his operations.
:Mr. Miller was first man·ied in 1864 to lliiss Anna
Prugh. She was born in Montgomery, Ohio, and
was tht· 'daughter of Peter and Charlotte (Mitchell)
Prugh who were among the earliest pioneers of that
section. They came hither from lllaryland where
Mr. Prugh had learned tbe trade of a shoemaker
and which he followed in connection with farming
after coming to this State. His family included
three sons and four daughters, of whom Miss Anna
wns the youngest born. Of her union with our
subject there was born one child, a son, John G.,
and the mother passed away seventeen months after
her marriage; this son is now in Beaver Creek
Township.
The second marriage of Mr. III iller occurred in
1868 with Miss Sarah E ., daughter of Jacob and
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Elizabeth (Getter) Steele of this eounty. Six
children were born of this umon, viz.: Jessie F.,
William L., Clarence Or pbus, James L., Sarah Elizabeth, and Annettie G., the latter deceased. i\Ir.
and Mrs. Miller are both connected with the Reforme<l Church. The parents of Mrs. Miller were
natives respectively of Greene and Warren Counties, this Stnte, an<l Mr. Steele politically was aRepublican. Their family consisted of one son and
five daughters, Mrs. Miller being the eldest born.
The paternal grnndfather was Ebenezer Steele, Cur.
ther mention of whom is made in the biography
of J. D. Steele on another page in this volume.

- ~OBERT

L. HOLMAN. A traveler in Clark
County would not fail to have his eyes
attracted by Cedar Lawn farm, which
~ ~ occupies a po•·tion of section 34, 1\Ioorcfield Township, and is one of the fin est estates in
the entire county. It consists of one bundre<l and
seventy-three an<l a half acres of well-improve<l
land, every part of the estate indicating that its
propriet01· is a man of t"ste as well as a thrifty
agriculturist. This beautiful home is owned an<l
occupied by the subject of this sketch, who is a
native of Worcester Cuunty, Mass., where his err s
opened to the light April 7, 1828. He is a son of
Parley and Nancy (Young) Holman, both of whom
were horn in t.he old Bay State, and belonged to
old families there. The Holman family is of
Scutch-Irish clesccnt, and the Youngs of English
lineage. Parley Holman was a soldier in the War
of 1812, and one of his sons, Jiving in Massachusetts, still bas a musket carried by him in that
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war.

Robert L . Holman was rearP.d to manhoo<i in his
nat1ve county, remaining on the parental farm
until he was about seven or eight years of age,
wh en he began to work in a woolen factory. After
working there about three years he was employed
at various kinds of farm work until about sennteen, when be began the trade of a carpenter and
joiner, at which he served an apprenticeship of
tllree years. For a time he worked as a journey-

man, subsequently becoming a contractor and
builder in Worcester, in which city be was employed for several year•. In 1854 he came to
Ohio aud spent ahont a twelvemonth in the ernploy of Dodge & Co., al Springfield, in manufacturing Dodge's Spring Bed. He afterward became
a partner in the firm, which continued under the
ol<l style some two years. Mr. Holman tbcn became interested in the sale of Andrew Welsh'>
Hominy Mill, which was manufactured in Xenia.
While engaged in the sale of this article he saw the
necessity of changes in the construction, the mill
being too complicated, anr1 with Warren Wright,
of Xenia, he studied and experimented about a
year, when they produced what is now well known
as the celebrated Buckeye Hominy Mill.
Messrs. Holman & Wright, as soon as tbey were
assured of the succesa of their invention, began its
manufacture. In 1861 they seut samples of the
hominy made by their mill to Washington, and by
the last act passed by Congress thnt year hominy
was ndde<l to the army rations. They immediately
secure<l contracts for supplying the middle and
western divisions of the army, and the business
soon assumed such immense propo>"tions that they
could not supply the demand . After famishing
the armies with their supply for nearly a year, 1\Ir.
Holman sold his interest to his partner and engaged
in model and pattern making and the work of a
millwright. Fo•· a number of years he was thus
em)Jloycd, his labors being especially in the hominy
mill interests. In 1875 he located on the farm
where he has since resided, and which is one of the
landmarks throughout the county.
In Miss Martha l\1. Hildreth, a native of Massa.
chusetts and a <laughter of Sylvester and l\Iary
Hil<l•·eth, 1\11·. Holman found the qualities of mind
and character which won his deep esteem, and
after a successful wooing she became his wife, Mav
3, 1853 . To this uJ:ion four children have bee~
hom-Arthur D., who now lives in Union County,
was born September I, 1855; Walter H., August
27, 1857; Herbert W., February 8, 1860; Edward
P .. March 6, 1866.
Mr. Holman first became identified with the
Grange in 1884, and for three years was Master of
Tremont Lodge, No. 90, at Tremont City. He is
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now officiating as Master of the Pomona Grange,
which comprises all the lodges iu Clnrk County,
and he is also serving as a member of the Executive Committee of tbe Ohio State Grange. l-Ie
wns formerly a member of the lnd~pendent Order
of Odd Fellows, but is not now identified with
that fraternity. In politics he is independent,
generally giving his vote to the best man io-respective of party prejuilice. He and his wife are
m~mbers of the Church of God at Springfield. A
public-spirited and reliable citizen, an industrious
and successful business man, anil an individual of
intelligent minil, cordial manners and good principl~s, 1\Ir. Holman stands well in the community and
wherever he is known.

D

ANIEL !II. ST. JOHN is the owner and occupant of a tiuc farm in Greene County, and
}P' numbered among the most prominent farmers and Rtock-breeders of Cresar Creek Township.
He now owns th·ree hundred and thirty-five acres
of valuable and carefully managed land, upon
which a complete set of farm buildings has been
erected, all being substantial and well adapteil for
their respective purposes. For the past ten years
Mr. St. John has been b•eeding Short-horn cattle,
and has had marked success in his enterprise.
The gentleman with whose name we introduce
this sketch is a grandson of John and Rhoda
(Wood) St. John, who came from New York to
Warren County, Ohio, early in the present century. They reared a large family, among their
children being Isaac, David, Daniel, Aaron, William, Joseph, Betsey and Pbrehe. Go·andfather St.
John was a strong Whig, a substantial farmer, and
was connected with the New Light Cburc:h.
Daniel W. St. John, the father of our subject,
was horn near Lebanon, Warren County, and
reared on a farm. About 1828 he came to Greene
County, settling on one hundred and thirteen acres
in Cresar Creek Township, to ·which he ailded until
the estate comprised over three hundred acres, which
he improved. In 1865 he purchased one hunilred
acres near :l_Cenia, which he made his home during
111 }))
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the remainrler of his life. He breathed his last in
February, 1873, his wife, formerly Miss Eliza
Bone, also a native of 'Varran County, surviving
him uhout n year. He was a b1·eerler of fine Shorthorn cattle, and his financial success was due to his
own efforts, as he began life without capital. He
was n Whig and a Repnhlican, and took a strong
stanil against slcession. He was a life member of
the l\'lethotlist EpiRcopal Missionary Association,
and both he and his wife were active members of
that church. Their family comprised the following
children: Cyrus B., of .Jay County, Ind.; Joseph
llf .. who died in Coffeyville, Kan.; John W . ; William H., who was drowned in Cresar Creek, leaving
a wiclow and three children; Daniel llf.; Sarah A.,
the widow of James MeN ail', of Dunkirk, Ind.;
Charles W.; Jeniah F . ; Eliza Jane, wife of Frank
Peterson, whose home is near Coffeyville, Kan.;
Isaac W., now of Dunkirk, Ind. , who served in the
One Hundred and Fifty-fourth and Seventy-fourth
Ohio Infantry <luring the Civil War; and Lorenzo R.
The suoject of this biographical notice was born
June 13, 1835, on a farm arljoining that which he
now owns and occupies. He was reared upon the
parental ac.-es, obtaining" common-school education and a practieal knowledge of the arts of agriculture. At the age of twenty-one years he began
life for himself, locating on one hnndrerl and fifty
acres of his present estate, which he improverl, and
to which he has largely added. He has manifested a
high degree of enterprise in the pursuit of his
chosen calling, and throughout his life exhibited
such sterling traits of chao·acter and fine principles
as to give him a high standing throughout the
community. He served his country during the
late war, enlisting May 1, 1864, as a private in
Company H, One Hundred and Fifty-fourth Ohio
Infantry, and being discharged with the rank of
Corporal. The only T)attle of importance in which
he took part was at New Creek, W . Va., although
he performed the usual amount or arduous and
dangerous campaign duties. In politics he is aRepublican. In 1889 be was ·elected Township Treasurer He and his wife belong to the Methodist
Episcopal Cb u reb.
The estimable woman who, since January 23,
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The subject of this notice, who is one of the
1858, has been Mr. St. John's most highly prized
counselor and trne helpmate, bore the maiden name · most worthy reprcsentati ves of his family nmne,
was born at his father's homestead, in the southeast
of Eliza Beam. She was born January 19, 1840,
corner of Green Township, Clark County, Novemon the farm where she now resides, and is the only
survivor but one in a family of seYen children.
ber 2, 1845. He is consequently in the prime ot
Her brothers and sisters, William, Silas N., John
life and in the midst of his usefulness. His father
C., l\Iary C. and Julia A., died within six weeks of
was the well-known John Kirkham nne! his mother
each other, in 1846, of typhoid fever. The other
bore the maiclen name of Ann Slee. Bot.h were
living child is Daniel II. Beam. Mrs. St. John is
nati l'es of the conn ty of Westmor~laod, England,
the father born in I 815 and the mother two years
a daughter of Daniel and Anna (Haines) Beam,
both of whom were of German extraction. They
later. They were reared and married in their nawere born February 16, 179!, and March 11,1801,
tive county and emigrated to America in 1837,
respectively, and .married April20,1820. Their home settling in Madison Township, Clark County, this
was in Augusta County , Ya., whence they came to
State, whence later they removed to the ~icinity of
Ohio about 1828, seUling where their daughte1·
Harmony Township. The father prosecuted his
now lives, on fifty acres of land. Before his death , life occupation of farming anti rested from his
which occurred November 11, 1846, Mr. Beam had
earthly labors in 1846. '1 he parental fnmily conaccumulated one hundred and eighty-five acres of
sisted of six children, viz: .John, Ann, Anthony;
land. His widow survived him many years, clying
Ellen, the wife of Clark Whiteley; Stephen ancl
William M.
April 26, 1882, at an advanced age.
To our subject and his estimable wife ten chilMr. Kirkham bas been a resident of Harmony
dren have been hom , of whom we note the followTownship since a child of four years. He was only
ing: Anna B. became the wife of David G. Fore! , gi vcn the education attainable in the country
and died in Kansas, leaving a son and three daughschool, but be macle good use of his time therein,
ters; the second member of the family is Aba H.;
nne! when approaching manhood occupied himself
Alletha L. is the wife of David Painter; William
as a teacher three winte•"·s. He commenced cloing
died at the age of two years; Ada J. is the wife of
for himself at the e'trly age of ten years, and being
A. J. Thomas; Ella D. is the wife of Franklin
thus obliged to "parldle his own canoe," acquired
Walker; the other members of the family are Arthat independence of cl1aracter and self-reliance
thur E ., Dora B., Oscar E. and Bertha E .
which has served him so well in his later years.
By a course of industry and p•·urlence he was in
due time enabled to establish a home of his own,
and with this end in view, was married, September 18, 1873, to Miss Elizabeth Oates. This ladv
ILLIAM III. KIRKHAI\1. The Kirkbams
was bom in Springfield Tow~ship, Clark CountJ~.
~\Jiii/1/ of Hnrmony Township, Cla1·k County , are
September 18, 1852, and is a daughter of Wi!liam
numbered among its most highly respected
nnd Mary (Simpson) Oates, natives of Yorkshire,
citizens aud have contributed largely to its farmEnglund. They emigrated to America in 1850
ing and stock-raising intere~ts. They have been
and settled in ~pringficld Township, Clark County,
uniformly successful, both as agriculturists ancl
where they spent the remainder of their lives.
b;~siness men, and form a portion of the reliable eleMr. and Mrs. Kirkham began the journey of life
ment which bas brought the township to its present
together in n manner cones pond ing to their menns
status among the surrounding communities. Their
and by a course of industry and prudence have
fine farms invariably attract the attention of the
gatherecl around themselves and their family all
pa;sing traveler, and they have made for tbemthe comforts of life. They are the parents of six
<elves a record which will be handed down in
children, viz: Harlan R.. Mahel Ann, Norah Ellen,
honor to posterity.
William Roscoe, Oliver H. and Ru;sell. The farm
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of our subject comprises one hundt·ed and sixtyMills, on Mad River, renting the mills which he
one acres of well-tilled land, which he inherited
operated until 1840. That year he removed to
from his mother's aunt, Mrs. Mattinson, which,
Midway, but in 1849, be changed hi s resid ence to
with its comfortable buildings, constitutes one of · the vicinity of Hertzler's Mills and died that same
tile most desimble homes of Harmony Towmhip.
year. The wife and mother survived her husbanrl
It lies five miles east of Springfield anrl forms a
only about twelve months. Their family conpleasant resort for the many friends whom Mr.
sisted of eight clliltlren, only three of whom lived
to mature years and of whom Ross is the eldest
Kirkham and his estimable wife have drawn around
them since their sojourn in that vicinity.
and the only smvivor. James W. dieil in the
fifty-sixth year of his age and " siater, Margaret.
died in the thirty-fourth year of her age.
The paternal grandfather of our subject was one
of the substantial farmers of Cumberland County ,
Pa., where he passed his entire life. He was a man
of strong character and prided himself upon his
OSS MITCHELL. Probably in the career of
Scotch-Irish ancestry. The mother of our subject
)~( no man in the city of Springfield has there
bore the maiden name of Cynthia Gowrly. She was
been more forcibly illustrated the results of
born in Perry County, Pa., and departed this life
' perseverance, industry and resolution than
at Hertzler's Mills.
in that of Mr. Mitchell, whose portrait appears on
Mr. Mitchell was a lad eleven years old when he
the opposite page. H e now occupies the position
came to Ohio with his parents anrl on account of
of a retired manufacture•·, a capitalist anrl an exthe death of his father was only able to attend
tensive owner of real estate. His battle with the
school probably not to exceed one hundred s.nd
world commenced when he was a lad of twelve
fifty days in all his life. He was rletermined, bowyears as, by the death of his father he became the
ever, to gain all the knowledge he could and studied
main dependence of his widowed motl.ter and her
his hook by tile uncertain light of the fire-place,
four children. The first $78 which he earned wus
using nooper shavings and hickory bark to assist
lost through the breaking of a bank, but this inhim in deciphering the lines, and in this way read
stcarl of d isconraging him, only incited him to more
all the books in tile New Carlisle Library. His
<letermined effort, and he still pursued the habits of
days were employerl.while hi s father lived, in assistindustry and frugality which enabled him in due
time to place anuther sum at interest, until, in com- ing the latter in the sawmills, in the operation of
which he became quite an expert. After his father's
pany wit.h his brother James, be had the snug
death he securerl the position of clerk in a country
amount of $1,500. From that modest nest-egg he
store and in the absence of a customer made himaccumulated the fortune which he now enjoys. He
self useful at the sawmill ncar by.
bears the reputation of a benevolent and publicMr. Mitchell continued with his employer until
spirited citizen-one who never turns a deaf ear to
tbe lattet· sold his stock of goods and mills and acthe call of distress aMl who is always willing to ascompanied him when he removerl to Springfield.
sist those less fortunate than himself.
He then took charge of the books and the distilTl.te n~ttive place of lllr. Mitchell was Landislery business, being thus occupied probably eight
blll·g, Perry County, Pa., and t.he date of his birth
months. In the fall of 1854, he accepted a posiNovember 14, !824. His father, James Blaine
tion as assistant book-keeper with the firm of WarMitchell, was a native of Carlisle, Cum berland
der, Brokaw & Childs, manufacturer of reapers,
County. P•··• an<l at an early age he learned the
mowers and farm implements at Lagonda. The
trade of a carpenter and builder. He followed this
following year he became hearl book-keeper of the
in his native State, for a few years, then in l\1ay,
1836 removed to Dayton. this State, wllere he soconcern, a position which he occupierl until 1865.
j.our~ed two years, then removed to Woodbury Then , still on tbe advance, he was admitted to a
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partnership in the business, Mr. Childs having retireil, and the firm became Warder, Mitchell & Co.
The following year the above mentioned company admitteil Gen. A. S. Bushnell to a partnership in tbe business, but the style of the firm remained llnc!Janged, continuing as before untill881,
when the partnership was ·dissolved, Mr. l\Iitchell
<lisposing of his interests to tbe firm wbich then became Warder, Bushnell ·& Glessner, whose main
office is now in the city of Chicago, where they occupy a handsome building in the business portion
of the city. Mr. l\litchell at that Lime was suffereriug considerable from ill beai'tb.
After a season of rest and recreation l\lr. lllitchell
began dealing in real estate and later commenced the
manufacture of lillseeil oil in company with Messrs.
Welsh & Dodson, ani! they subsequently solrl their
interest in the business to tbe National Linseerl Oil
Company. Prior to this time he bad become interested in the Springfield l\Ieta\lic Casket Company,
of which he is Director and one of the prineipal
stockholders. He is similarly conneeteil with the
l\Iast l\Ianufactming Company, and is a Director
anrl stockholder of the Philip Wiseman Hardware
Company, and he is also a stockholder and Director
of the Gas Light and Coke Company , likewise a
stockholder in the Kanopolis Land Company, of
Ellsworth County, Kan. He is a stockholder and
Director in tile Royal Salt Company of Kanopolis,
a stockholder and Director in the Fir~t National
Bank at Springfield, a stockholder and President of
the Citizens' ~treet Railway Company and a stockholder and DirP.ctor of the Firemans' Insurance
Company of Dayton.
In politics Mr. Mitchell is conservative, leaning
toward the Republican party. He was for two
years a member of the City Council, representing
the Eighth Ward. In religion !Je is a Lutheran and
one of the Elders of the Second Lutheran Ctnrcb
of Springfield. He put up in 1882-83 the Mitchell
Block at the corner of High and Limestone Streets,
which is one of the handsomest structures in the
city, five stories in height, the lower part being
used for stores anrl t!Je floors above for offices. He
is also the owner of six good farms in Clark
County, besides a farm near Urbana of three hundred and ninety.seven acres, with a total of twenty-

five hundred and nineLy-four acres, besides fifteen
sections of land in Central Kansas. The f>lmily residence stands in the miilst of handsome grounds
partially surrounded by native trees and evergreens and is located on a rise of ground commanding a fine view of the surrounding country.
Mr. Mitchell was first married October 7, 1852,
to Miss Catherine Ann, daughter of Casper and
Susan (Wirt) Miller. Mrs. Mitchell was born
February 20, J 827, in Dauphin County, Pa., and
died ~eptember 12, 1878, at her home in Springfield . There was born of this union five daughters,
of whom the eldest and youngest died at the ages
of fourteen years and eight months respectively;
Mrs. Mit~hell was a lady greatly beloved by her
family and friends and oecupied a high position in
the social circles. She was pos~essed of great good
sense ·and modesty, an amiable disposition and
more than ordinary intelligence. Effie J., the eldest daughter living, is the wife of Prof. E. L. Sheney, of Dayton; Fanny married the Rev. G. P.
Raup, a prominent business man of Moorefield
Township, and now managing the farms of Mr.
l\litchell; Anna Mary is the wife of the Rev. S. E.
Greenawalt, who has charge of a congregation at
Osborn, this State.
The present wife of Mr. Mitchell, to whom he
was mat ried in 1881, was formerly Miss Sarah,
daug!Jter of the Rev. Ezra Keller, the founder of
Wittenberg College and its first President. No
children have been born of this union. Mrs. Sarah
l\Iitchell was born September 16, 1&45, in l\Iaryland. Her mother bore the maiden name of Caroline Roul,z«ho, and her parents are now both
deceaseil. Mr. Mitchell, a few years since, became
totally blind from a cataract, but had a successful
operation performecl which ;·estored his sight.

~"' AMUEL S. MILLER.

This gentleman is
one of those who, born in Cl:uk County in
a~ early day, have grown to maturity amid
piOneer surroundings, and in .b oyhood and
youth taken sueh a part as their acl vanciog
strength woulil allow in the work of development
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which was going on around them. In looking
back upon the labors and privations by which the
wiluerness was made to blossom as the rose, we
!hould not forget that to tile class represented by
our subject scarcely less gratitude is due than to
their progenitors, the pioneers of the country. Mr.
l\Iiller is a man of intelligence, well posted regnrrting events which are transpiring in various
parts of the world, and the improvements wllich
· are being made in various departments of labor.
In 1887 he published a pamphlet en'titled "Early
Settlers and Early Times on Donnel's Creek,'' an
interesting volume which shows much care in its
compilation.
Mr. Miller is of German lineage, his grandfather,
Frederick Miller, having either beeu born in Germany or was tb e son of German parento. 'Vhile
a resident of Botetourt County, Va., in which he
lived prior to 1818, he was a farmer. In that
y<•ar he removed to Ohio, accompanied by his wife
and seven chil!lren, the entire journey being macle
overlancl with teams. He located in Clark County,
buying a tract· of timber lanrl in what is now
Bethel Township, in whiCh but little improvement
had been made at that date, the county seat being
but a small village. A cabin of round logs hart
been built on the land and a clearing of forty
acres made, this being one of the largest clearings
in the vicinity. His purchase was a quarter-section, for which he paid $1,000.
For some time after the removal of Freclerick
Miller to this county, wild game of various kinds
abounded here, deer, wild turkeys and bears being
especially numerous. In 1822 Mr. Miller breathed
his last, and there being no cemeteries here, his
remains were deposited on his own farm. The
place has since been set apart as a bul'ial ground,
and i~ called Bethel Cemetery.
The maiden name of l\lrs. Miller was Elizabeth
Peery. She was born either in Germany or Pennsylvania, and spent her last ye~rs on the home
farm, dying in 1844.
In the family of the couple above mentioned
was a son, John . who was born in Augusta County,
Va., in Novembet·, 1798. He was twenty years
old when he accompanied his parents to the Buckeye State, and here he resided with his father
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until the latter's death. He th en bought the interest of the other heirs in the homesteacl and enlarged the fv.rm by purchase, on which he continued to reside until called hence, in April, 1863, in
the sixty-fifth year of his age. He married i\Iiss
Joanna Smith in 1824, wbo was born on her
father's farm in the same township, December 27,
1806. She is still living, at the aclvanced age of
eighty-four years. She has reared eight children,
named respectively: Harrison, Elizabeth. Samuel
S., Milton J., Catherine, Charity, John Peery and
Clinton.
In the maternal line the subject of this sketch
derives his descent from the Rev . Peter i;mitb,
who was born in Wales in 1753, and in early life
came to America, settling in New Jersey, where he
manied Catherine Stout, whence he afterward removed to Georgia. In one of these States his son
Samuel, granclfatuer of our subject, was born.
Peter Smith practiced medicine and preacher! the
Gosp~l. leaving his Honthern home on account of
his dislike to the institution of slavery. Turning
his footsteps northward he located in Kentucky,
the remo\•al being made with pack-h<Jrses. l\1 rs.
Smith had three small children, the youngest of
whom she carded in her arms, the others (twins)
traveling in baskets tied together and placed before her. Af~er spending a short time in Kentucky they came into the Northwest Territory. in
1794-95, locating in Hamilton County. The records of the old Baptist Church at Duck Cre~k,
Columbia Station, near Cincinnati, show that the
Rev. Peter Smith and his wife Cathel'ine united
with that church by letter in 1795, and that the
husband was ordained minister in !SOL In an
account of the Centennial Celebration held June
21, 1890, of this the first Baptist Church in the
North west Territory , the Cincinnati Comme·rcialGazette says, "In 1801 , under Elder Peter Smith's
preaching, a great revival came, and in a few
months over one hundred and fifty members were
added to the church." In 1805 they came to Clark
County, and near the present site of Donnelsville
bought nine hundt·ed and sixty acres of lancl,
which Mr. Smith afterward divided among his
children. He was one of the early ministers of
the county, and at bis own home, where religious
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meetings were frequently held, he organized a society of Christ'an believers. There he died in
1816, his remains being bnrie<l on his own farm,
the place afterward becoming Donnelsville Cemetery.
Samuel Smith married Eliz-abeth McCleave, a
lady of Scotch-Irish descent and a native of the
United States. He settled on the tract of lanil
given him by his father, and follower] farming
t-here <luring his entire life. He died in 1856.
The natal flay of Samuel S. Miller was .July 20,
1829, and his birthplace his father's farm in Bethel
Township. In the early sehools, which ilid not include instruction in tlle varied branches tar.ght today, with a couple of terms at Wittenberg College,
he received his education, and as soon as his
strengtll would permit he began to assist his
father on the farm. When seventeen years ol<l be
began teaching, his first term being in the home
district, and the labor of a pedagogue was pursued
by him several terms. He afterward turned his
attention exclusively to farming, locating on a
part of the homestead, which he subsequently sold,
buying and building on the tract whieh be now
oecupies, near l:ipringfield. On May 13, 1856, he
was united in marriage with Miss Margaret Palmer, who has proved an efficient and loving helpmate, a devoted motl!er and a true Christian, for
"lo, these many years." Mr. and Mrs. Miller llave
four children-Orion P.; Cyrus 1., who married
Mamie Judson : Bertha A. and Milton . Both parents belong to the Christian Church. Mr. Miller
was formerly a Whig, but bas been a Republican
since the formation of the party.
Mrs. Miller was born in l\Iiami County, being a
daughter of .John and Margaret (Hance) Palmer.
Her father was born in Bristol, England, September 19, 1791, and her grandfather, Robert Palmer,
was also an Englishm!ln. The latter came to
America iu 1807, accompanied by his wife, Elizabeth, and two children, and locating near Fishkill,
N. Y., remained there two or three years. He
then made an overland journey to Ohio, locating
near Dayton, but after a short sojourn removing to
Miami County, and settling in Lost Creek Township. He bought a tract of land, which was
partially cleared, and upon wbicll a log c11bin

stood, residing there until his <Ieath. The father
of Mrs. Miller was sixteen ye.u·s old when his parents broug-ht him to America, and be resided with
them until his marriage, in 1819. His wife was
born in K entucky March 11, 1800. m:d was a
daughtet· of 'Villiam and Margaret (Northcutt)
Hance, who located on a farm in Lost ()reek
Township, 1\liami County, at wbich llome William
died in 1833, aged eigllty-three, an<l Margaret in
1845, aged eighty-four years. John and Margaret
Palmer inheritild the farm of Robert Palmer, remaining there until 1857. They tllen solrl, and
uniil August, 1881, made their home at Troy.
Tiley then came to Springfield, residing with Mr.
anc:i. Mrs. Miller c:uring the remainder of their
lives. Mr. Palmer breathed his last December 11 ,
1882, aged ninety-one, his wife surviving until
,Tune, 1884, aged eighty-four.

Jl

AMES MOWATT. The city of Springfield
has been built up like all other towns of
~
, note t.y a class of energetic and progressive
~ '~ men aud among tbem may be properly mentioned Mr. Mowatt, who owns and occupies a fine
home pleasantly located on N ortb Limestone Street.
His financial and social standing are second to none
in the community and be may be properly termed
a self-made man-one who thrown at an early age
upon his own resources, has made for himself a
good record both as a business man and a citizen.
By birth, parentage and ancestry, he is a genuine
Scotchman and first opened bis eyes to the light
June 17, 1820, in the town of nrossmichael, Kirkcudbrightshire, of which his father, George l\1owatt,
was also a native. His paternal grandfather, Alexander Mowatt, was born and reared in the same
shire where he spent his entire life in agricnltuml
pursuits. Tbe maiden name of Grandmother Mowatt was Agnes Black, and both she and her busband were devout member~ of the Reformed Presbyterian Church. Their remains were laid sine
by side in tbe old churchyard at Crossmichael.
George Mowatt, the fatller of our subject, was
reared ~Q f!lrming pursuits and rem;~,in~il a resiqeut
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of his native Scotland until 1850. Then emigrating to America with his family he located in
Spl'ingfteld, this State, where he resided some years.
Thence he remove<! to Xenia where he spent the
elosing years of his life. HP was buried in Ferncliff Cemetery, at Springfield. His wife, the mother
of our subject, bore the maiden name of Janet
Miller. She was a native of the same shire as her
husband and was a daughter of James and Mary
(Clark) l\Iiller; she died in 1856, in SpringfieiJ,
Obio. Her father and mother were buried in the
churchyard at Locbrulton, near Dumfries, in their
native county. She reared five sons, viz: James,
our subject; Alexander, who died in Springfield in
1887; Matthew, who was one of the passengers lost
with the steamer "Cambria" off the coast of Ireland ;
George, who continues a resident of his native
Scotland, and William, of Springfield.
Mr. Mowatt, of whom we write, spent his- early
years in his native village acquiring a practical education in the common schools. When a youth of
nineteen be left borne, going to London, England,
wbnre be was em played as a clerk in tlte warehouse
of Bowman & 1\fnys two years. He then went to
[pswich where he had charge of a warehouse four
years. Aiterward he for sometime traveled quite
extensively over England and finally accepted a
situation as a fireman on the Cunarrl line of steamers, plying along the European coast. In 1855, he
came to America and located in Springfield, this
State, occupying himself •s a stonecutter with his
brothers, Alexander and William, for six months.
He then em bark<·d in business as a contractor and
lime-burner and soon bought a stone quarry on
North Street which he operated and where he
burned lime a number of years. He still operates
quite extensively as a contractor.
Mr. Mowatt was married in Springfield, October
23, 1855, to Miss Janet Gibson. There were born
to them two daughters, one of whom, Janet, died
in the twenty-third year of her age; Marthn E. is
the wife of John H. Wilson, a sketch of whom appears on another page of this work. Mrs. Mowatt,
like her husband, is a native of Scotland and was
born ne~r Cumnock, Ayrshire. Her father·, Alexander Gibson, was born at Burnside, in the same
shire of which her paternal grandfather, James
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Gibson, wtts also a native and a life-long resident.
Alexander Gibson, during bis earlier years occupied himself as a shepherd. He spent his entire
life in his native <:ounty and was buried in Sanquhar Cburch.y:trd in Dumfries-shire. His wife
whose maiden name was Janet Thompson, who was
born in Sanquhar and was the daughter of Robert
and Janet (Johnson) Thompson , who were born
and spent their entire life in Dumfries-shire.
Mrs. Mowatt had two brothers, James and
George. James died in youth when about lffxteen
or seventeen years old. George joined the English
Army in London in 1857, and shortly afterward
was or<lered to Tndia where he did service as an
officer during the Indian mutiny, and was thus employed for twenty years, at that time be was retired
on a pension and returned home; but the climate
not being suitable to him nfter so many years in
India he went to Australia and there died in 1887.
He was man of very fine appearance and through
bravery and other meritorious deeds bad been presented with numerous costly medals.
Mrs. Mowatt was but a child at the time of her
father's death and went with her mother to th<:
home of her matemal grandparents in Dumfriesshire, where her· mother spent her last years. Mr.
and Mrs. Mowatt are membeo·s of the First Presbyterian Church at Springfield and Mr. llfowatt, pO··
litically, $upports the Republican party.

AMOEL A. ORT, President of Wittenberg
College and Professor of Systematic Divinity and Mental Philosophy, is recognized as
one of the leading educators of this country, u man admirably adapted to the duties of his
responsible position. He eomes of reliable Pennsy lvania stock and was bom in Lewistown, Mifflin
County, Pa., November 11, 1843, being the
younger of two brothers, the offspring of Samuel
and Christina (Aurand) Ort. The parents of
President Oo·t were likewise nntives of the Keystone State, the father of Danish descent and the
mother tracing her ancestry to France. The pater-
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rlred and fifty and the Sunday School bad grown
nnl grandparents emigmted from Germany to
from forty pupils to the neighborhood of six hun.
America in the year 1770, and settled near Lewisdred, becoming the largest in the city and contintown, Pa., where, in 1804, their son Samuel, was
uing such.
born. The latter n pon reaching man's estate married a lady who like himself was very pious and
In Louisville, in 1875, Dr. Ort was joined in
wedlock with Miss Anna Senteny. She is the
who died when her son, Samuel Jr., was a lad of
daughter of Dr. W. W. Senteny, a noted physician
ten years. She bad , however, already by her Chrisof Louisville, Ky. There have been born to them
tian example and training imbued her son with the
seven children of whom two sons and four daughspirit of her own piety and though he did not openly
ters are living. Dr. Clrt was called to St. James
identify himself with the Chmch until approachChurch,New York City,in 1879,and there as at other
ing manhood, those early impressions became the
places where he harl been the church received a new
underlying principles and motives of his after life.
Almost from his ir.fancy Samuel Ort had been
impetus. In the summer of 1880, he was elected to
consecrated to the service of the church,and shortly
the Chair of Sacred Philology in Wittenberg Colafter the death of his mother he was sent by bis
lege. Although he had entered upon a promising
father about ten miles from Lewistown to the semiwork in the great metropolis he was scarcely able
to resist the call of bis Al,,a Mate1· once more and
nao·y in the beautiful Kishacoquillas Valley, where
he spent three years, cbielly in the study of the
accordingly accepted and entered upon the disLatin and Greek languages. At the expiration of
charge of his duties as Professor of Theology in
this time, coming to Ohio, be entered Wittenberg
October following. In tb~ spring of 1882 be was
College, where he distinguished himself as a close
elected to the President's Chair.
student of literature and from which he was gradAbout this time the erectioc of a new college
uated in 1863 with the honors of his class. Subse.
building was being agitated and in the canvassing
quently he spent two years in the study of theology
of the city of Springfield which followed for the
at the same insoitution and in the meantime had
purpose of collecting funds, Dr. Ort in addition to
been employed as a tutor in the preparatory <lehis other duties took an active part. Notwitl:!stand.
partment.
ing the financial d~pression of that time, the work
[n the year 1865, Prof. Ort received a call from
was suc~essfully carried on until the necessary
the Lutheran Church at Findlay, this State, of amount-$67,000-was raised. The building was
which be was pastor from that time until 1868.
completed and dedicated June 16, 1886, and stands
The following year be was the Leacher of Latin
as a monument to the perseverance and labors of
and Literature in Hagerstown, (Md.,) Female SemiPresident Ort,besiiles being the finest college buildnary. In 1869, he returned to Wittenberg and the
ing in the State. Dr. Ort, in 1884, was elected Profollowing year was electerl Assistant Professor of
fessor of SystematicTheology and this entailed upon
Mathematics and taught rhetoric, Eng! ish Literahim st11! further duties and labors. Wittenberg
ture and logic. The Chair of Belles Lettres and
College, however, is the child of his fostering care
English Literature was proffered him but he did
and be regards no efforts too great and no labors
not accept. Subsequently be was electerl Professor
too irksome so long as he has strength mentally
of 1\Iathematics. In the fall of 18i4, he accepted
an<l physically to perform them. Each term in the
a call from Louisville Mission, at Louisville, Ky.,
history of the college gives ample indication that
and once more, very much in opposition to the
it is steadily advancing in everything pertaining to
wishes of frienus, left the college, ~ntering upon his
the !>est good of its pupils, numhers of which are
work there November 1. The erection of a church
graduated eacb year and go to take honorable posi·
building was at once begun and from a small l,etions in the world.
ginning the congregation increased in numbers un.
For a period of six years, beginning with 1873,
til at the expiration of four years the membership,
Dr. Ort officiated as Secret::u-y of the General Asoriginally twenty-five, now aggregated three bun- , sembly of the church. He preached a sermon at its
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opening in Baltimore in 1875, also at Wooster,
OLio, in 1879, and was elected President of that
body at Omaha, Neb., June 2, 1887. He was eclitor-in-chief of the Luthemn Evangelist published
at Springfield from 1881 to 1885. In 1887, be_delivered the first lecture in the Holman course before
the ~beological st;,dents at Gettysburg. Pa.
Dr. Ort possesses literary talents of a fine order
and bas been a <leep thinker and a close Bible student. Noticeable among his productions are "Tile
Doctrine of the Resurrection; " "Criticism ofTheistic
Argument;" three articles on the "Ministerium ;"an
address on the "TI'lle Idea of Brotherbood,"in pamphlet form; •· Jesus and the Scientist;" "Christ tile
Climax of Humanity," and others of equal impor1ance and interest. As an instructor, Dr. Ort possesses in a marked degree the faculty of interesting
his pupils and elucidating the great questions with
which thc•y have to deal in a manner which fastens
iL upon their memory. As an oratot·, he stand3
second to none .in his parti cular field of labor and
he possesses a bright ol'iginality of thought which
exercbes a charm over his hearers. Personally he is
genial and companionable ancl has gatherecl around
him hosts of friends, not only in educational circles, but in the entire community. He occupies
with his family one of ~be pleasantest llomes in the
city of Springfield, this being located ncar the college and in all its surroundings indicating cultured
tastes and the refinements of modern life.

UGUSTUS G. PRATT. There are few rr.en
in Clark County who have made a greater
success of their agricultural labors than the
subject of tbis tiketch, who occupies one of
the finest farms in Maclison Township and owns n
large amount of real estat~. He was born in Milford Center, Union County, January 3, 18S3, his
father being a merchant of that town, Since the
age of six years he has lived on a farm, with the
exception of a few years spent .in SpringGeld, to
which place he w"nt.in 1850, to work in his uncle's
store. During the college year of 1852-53 be went
to Wittenberg College for a finishing course of ed-
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ucntion. In I 854 ite took to himself " wife and
began housekeepi ng on the farm upon which his
father had died. Th ere be remained about two yeRrs
when he removec1 to his present location. The home
estate comprises three hundred and forty acres of
fine lund which is devoted to general farming and
in every part gives proof of the intelligent manner in which it has been conducted. It bears excellent improvements of the most complete kind
and in every respect ia a home . of comfort and
prosperi ty.
During the late war Mr. Pratt was a member of
the celebmtecl ''squirrel hunters" and also of tue
National Guards of the State. He saw something
of campaign life in repelling the raid of the rebel
Gen. John 1\Iorgan. His plllitical aclherence has
been given to t.he Republican party since the Ol'ganization of that body. He has heen useful in his
day and generation, not onl_y in setting an example
of pet·sistentindustry Rnd good citizenship, but in
serving his fellow-men in local affairs. For eleven
years be Las been Township Trustee and for
twenty-one years be has held tbe office of School
Director. · His continuation in these positions
year after year is a suffieient proof of his able efforts to advance the cause of eclucntion and bnilc1
up the material prospel'ity of the township, and of
the appreciation of his merits which is felt by
those abnut him. Mrs. Pratt is a respected member of the Presbyterian Church, as the family was
before her.
The lady who for a number of years has held a
place at the head of :Mt·. Pratt's household, was
known in her girlhood as Mary C. Clark. She
became the wife of our subject April 27, 1854, and
since that time bas been his most cherished companion, highly valued fot· her fine character which
en clears her to many beyond the family circle. She
is the daughter of John D. and Susannah (Foley)
Clark, who became man and wife December 24,
1823. John Clark waa a native of Hampshire
County, Va., but of English descent and came to
the vicinity of Springfield when but a boy, accompanying his parents, .James and l\Iartha (Davis)
C!~trk. His wife was a daughter of James and Mary
(Marsh) Foley ancl in the mate mal line was of
Welsh extraction. James Foley was Captain of a
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light horse company and set·ved in the ·war of
1812.
1\Jr. and :\Irs. Pratt nrc the happy parents of
eight children who~e record we subjoin. Charles
E. is a resident of Chicago, working in the stock
yards; he has a wife and four children-lllabel.
Edna, John A. and Harry C. A. Irene, is the wife
of Ed. Gilroy, of Darlington, I . T., where he is
Indian agent. .John Clark is farming on the old
homestead where our subject owns five hundre<l
and fifty- three acres of land; he is married and
has one son-Wyatt C. Ida F. marrie<l Frank M.
Murray of South Charleston, a son of Cyrus Murray, and a farmer. Josie is the wife of Erlward
Flynn, editor of the South Charleston Sentinel.
Norma E., a miss at borne, is rlevoting herself to
the study of shorthand. Anna Blanche and Mabel
E. complete the bmily circle.
'l'be first of the Pratt family to take up tbcit·
abode in this vicinity was Elijah Pratt, the first
physician in tbe township, wbo CRme hither from
the Empire State in 1816. It was under bis tuition
that the aged Dr. Houston studierl his profession.
He owned tbe bnrl just west of the village of South
Charleston and a large tract of other land in the
neighborhoorl. The mortal remains of himself and
wife were rlepositerl on a lot back of where John
Murray now lives. His wife was a Miss Martha
Woodruff, who bore bim five children, all being
born in tbe Empire State. They were: Hannibal,
Fletcher Vl., Elwell, Anna and Martha. The second son married a Miss Lightfoot and reared a
family of eleven children; Martha spent her life
in single blessedness; Anna died in childhood.
Hannibal Pratt wns the hero of a runaway match,
his companion in tbe elopement being l\Jiss Charlotte Murray. There being some opposition to
their union , they went on horseback to the residence of Squire Whitely, which was about half
wny between South Charleston and Springfielrl anrl
routing the official from his bed p'lrsuaded him to
tie the knot which made them one. At that time
Mt'. Pratt was keeping store at Fairtielci .
Some time after their union 1\Ir. anrl 1\irs. Hanniball'ratt removed to .:\Iilford Center, where they ·
remainerl until aft~r the birth of their three children. They then took up their aborle on a farm !
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in Darby Plains, Madison County, where the husbanrl and father rlied of typhus fever in I !!36, having been ill but eleven days. The wirlow with her
children removed to Charleston, but in 1843,
moved onto her farm which is a part of the place
upon which our subject now lives. Here she lived
until 1863, when she was stricken with typhoid
fever and died at the age of sixty-four years. She
was the daughter of Mongo and Catherine Murray,
and a native of Scotland, where her father was a
blacksmith to the Duke of Arthel. When she w11s
but an infant her parents c~me to America, ann she
learned to walk on shipboard, their voyage occupying many weeks. Her children are Amanda J.,
who is unmarried; Marilla A., who was married but
bas no children; and be who is the subject of this
sketch.

~~AVID

S. HARNER, of Xenia Township,
presents another instance of a native~ born citizen of this county who has cousidered its soil sufficiently good for hiUI to
.
remain upon, and who bas reflected credit upon
himself for what he has accomplished in life. He
was born June 27, 1840, in Beaver Creek Township, where he spent bis early life upon his father's
farm leaming the arts of agt·icnlture and acquiring
a practical education in the common schools. After his marriage be settle<l in Xenia Township
of which he has since been a resident. His property ineludes one hunrlrcd and seventy.five acres of
wc\l.tillerl land with good im1•rovements and where
have been expended mu ch time and labor to excellent purpose.
In adciition to beings thorough master of bis call.
ing' as nn agriculturi~t .Mr. Harner possesses inventive genius of no mean orrler. Among the
contrivances which he has perfect~d, is a machine
for marking corn grounrl. He has in process of
construction a machine for cutting and shocking
corn by horse ru:>wer anrl he has invenled various
attachments for the reaper and mower which are
gradually coming into practical use. He thus employs considerabl" of his spare time and from the
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nature of his inventions it would be natural to suppose that he will in the nenr future be able to
realizr sonu:•thing S\Jhstnnti:d tUercfrom.

lllr. Harner was ""uTie<l in Beaver Creek Township, this county, October 23,1865, to Mrs. Lavina
(Wall) Koogler. This lady was the widow of
Jacob Koogler who died of disease cont1 acted in the
army during the late Civil War. Her daughter,
Anna, by her first marrioge, is now living in Xenia.
1\Irs. Harner, like her husband, is a native of Beaver
Creek Township ancl was born Decemhe•· 5, 1842.
Of her union with our subject there are four children, Casper B., l\Iury L., Emma and Frnnk E . Mr.
H:\rner votes the straight Republican ticket while
he nn<l his estimable wife are members in good
standing of the Reformed Church.
The parents of our subject were Daniel and Anna
(Snyder) Harner, the formP.r of whom is still living and a residen t of Beaver Creek. The mother
cliecl about 1 87~. Theil· family consisted of four
children.

OHN LUTZ.
The industrial interests of
Xenia are worthily represented by this rr:liab le and substnntial citizen, whose portrait
appears on the opposite page, and who for
more than thirty years has success fully carried on

J

blacl<smithing and wagonmaking 1 and is now finan.
ci~tlly

well-to-do. His shors are located on We~t
Jl.lnin Street, upon the ground where he hegnn business in. the spring of J 859. In I ~72 he n<ld~d a
co1nmodious brick building, and has always g iven
employme nt to a gooitly number of men . He is
thus one of the old landmarks, and his industry
and perseverance have reare'l for him a monument
whit·h will end ure long after he has been gathered
to his fathers.
A native of Washington County, Md., the subject of this notice was born January 5, 1829, near
Clear Spl'ing, and lived with his parents until he
was twenty-three years old, ncquil'ing a limited education in the common school, and being trained
to those hnhHs of industry and frugality which
have served him so well in later life. At an early age
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he commenced learning tla: tr:1cle of a blacksmith,
and remained a resident of his native State until
a young man of twenty-thre e years.
Then, in
November, 1853, coming to Ohio, he located in
Xenia, and for fourteen months was in the employ of James White. He had, bowever, left bebind him, in Marylancl, a maiden to whom he was
betrothed and to whom he now returned and was
married. Tile following spl'ing be came back to
Xenia accompanied by bis father and they establablished themselves in business on Church Street,
where be conducted his trade as a blacksmith four
ycurs. In the spring of 1859 our subject purchased the wagon works of one of the eurly settlers and, with the excepti(m of the fitst year, he
has conductecl the bus:ness alone.
After the outbreak of the Civil War, Mr. Lutz
watched the conflict closely until the early part of
1864, hoping that there might he a settlement of
difficuaies between the North nnd South without
his interference. In May of that year, however,
be resolved to not wait any longer and accordingly arranged his business affairs as well as he
could, ancl proffered his services as n Union soldier
to Company E, One Hundred and Fifty-fourth Ohio
Infantry, going with his regiment to New Creek,
Va. He fought at the ba.t tle of New Creek, which
was his only experience of a hand to hand conflict with the enemy, as the war was nearing its
close, but he had ample taste of the hardships and
pl'ivations in cident to a soldier's life. After the
surrender of Lee he received his honorable discharge at Camp Denison , Ohio, and in clue time
returned to the peaceful pursuits of civil life.
The marriage of John Lutz and Miss Sevilla
Wolford was celehratecl at the bride's home in
Maryb.nd, in March, 1855, and tue young people
began the journey of life together in the city
which has since been their home.
The•·e have
been bom to them six children, of whom the following are living: John K, Laura B. now the wife
of John F. Sanders; Com E. and Ida S., Mrs.
George Sinz. ,Mr. Lutz belongs to the Reformed
Church , and is a member in goo1l standing of ti1e
Independent Order of Odd Fellows.
The Lutz family is supposed to he of German
ancestry. Henry Lutz, the father of our snbjrct.
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was a native of Lancaster County, Pa., born nent
llfi llersburg, in 1802. His wife, Frances ~lonely,
was a native of Wi ll iamsport, 1\Id. Tlleir family
consisted of two sons and three daughters, but
only two of the ellildren grew to mature years :
Jobn, our subj~ct, and his sister, l\1ary C., who is
the wife of B. Y. Berry, a resirlent of :Xenia, Ohio.
In 1859 Henry Lutz removed to Indiana and setHe lived thc t·e
tled on a farm ncar Ft. Wayne.
ten years, then retmned to Xenia, where his death
took place in 1877. The motller di ed the following year. The paternal grandfather, Nicholas Lutz,
spent his last years iu Pennsylvania; his father
came directly from the Fatbel'!and.

r

iAFAYETTE RUNYAN.

H armony Town-

I IJ<f) sbip,Clark County,bas heeu settled by a class

J-~ of men more than ordin;trily enterprising
and intelligent, and among these the subject of this
notice llolds no secondary position. He bas for
many years been operating successfully as a farmer
and stock-raiser, and while pursuing a career wuicb
reflects great credit upon himself, bas contributed
largely to the growth and development of tile
country around him. The enterprise and industry of one roan operates as a Etimulus to tllose
around him, who insensibly emulate his example,
and like the pebble dropped into the pool, the circle of his influence is thus largely felt and seec.
Mr. Runyan was born ncar the town of Center,
Pleasant Township, Clark County, April21, 1848,
and is the son of one of its representative men,
l'eter L. Runyan, who with his wife, Jane Wright,
was also a native of Pleasant Township. The
father of our subject died March 24, 1876, at the
ngc of sixty-two years. He had been four times
married. By his first wife, also a Mis5 Wright, he
became the father of one cllild, Lemuel, who is
now a resident of Champaign County, this State.
His second wife, Jane, became the mother of two
children, Lafayette, our subject, anil a daughter,
Susannah. His third wife was Sarah Page, and she
died without children. By his fourth wife, Elizabeth Renshaw, lllr. Runyan became the father of

four sons-William, U.S . Grant, George and
Charles. Tile fourth wife is still living, making
her home in Cntawba, this county. Mr. Runyan and all his wives were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
Tile father of our subject was a self-made man
Ill the strictest sense of the word.
Setting out with
no capital but hib own resources, be accumulated a
good property, leaving two hundred acres of fine
farming land which, with its improvements, const.ituted a valuable estate. His parents were George
and Susannah Runyan, who were natives of Virguna. In 1812, after their marriage, they settled
on a farm in Pleasant Township, where the grandfather effected many improvements, and became
prominent in his community. Both he and his
wife were active members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. They made the journey from Virginia
on horseback, bringing with them their first-born.
That same year Grandfather Runyan was drafted
and furnished a substitute for the War of 1812.
He became the father of the following children, viz:
John, Peter L. and Susan, who married Nathan
llfartin. All were married and had familes, bnt all
arc now deceasecl. Grandfather Runyan and his
wife died at their homestead in Pleasant Township.
Tbe subject of this notice spent his boyhood and
youth in a manner common to the sons of pioneer
farme t·s, growing up healthy in mind and body,
and when twenty years old began farming on his
own account at the old homesteacl. On the 14th
January, 1875, he was united in wedlock with Miss
Louisa, daughter of Jerry and Jane (Hodge) Teazel. Not long afterward he removed to a farm of
one llundred and eight acres, which he bad purchased in Cllampaign County. Remaining tb<·re
nntil 1882, he then removed to his present farm
in Harmony Township, this comprising two hundred and thirty-eight acres in the northwest corner.
l\lr. and Mrs. Runyan are now the parents of four
children-Nora Myrtle, Lester, Carrie Anna and
Ralph M.
Mrs. Jane (Wright) Runyan, the mother of our
subject, was a daughter of John and Ruhama
(Matthews) Wright who were natives respectively
of Jefferson County, Va., and Gettysburg, Pa.
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John Wright was twice married. His first wife
was Elizabeth Snyder, who bore him seven chi[.
dren, two of whom died in Virginia; the survivors
were named respectively : Samuel, Elizabeth , l\Inry
Ann, Jane and Ellen. These all lived to mature
years. liir. Wright and his children removed to
Clnrk County, this State, in 1835, and located in
Pleasant Township, where he improved one hundred and fifty acres of land. He was an acti vc
m<•mber of the Methodist Episcopal Church, au<l
died November 28, 1866. l-Ie was the son of John
Wright, whose family consisted of four childrenJohn, Samuel, Elizabeth and William. His wife,
Rubama, died October 16, 1866, a few weeks prior
to the decease of her husband. She was born in
Pennsylvania, and by her union with Mr. Wright
became the mother of three children-William ~; ·
,John W. and Silas J.

\~ORENZO

R. ST. JOHN. Among the pro>;
perons farmers of Greene County may he
J
-~
properly mentioned Mr. l-ot. John, who has
a finely-located body of land, one-half mile south
of the city. He is a native of this county, an<l
was born in Cresar Creek Township, August 8,
1851. To this region at an early day c~m e his
pat·ents, Daniel W. and Eliza (Bone) St. John ,
who were likewise natives of this State, and both
born nem· New Lebanon . Thet·e also they were
reared aud married, and soon after settled upon a
one hundred-acre farm in Cresar Creek Township.
About 1863 th e parents of Mr. St. John cbange<l
their residence to th e place where he now resides,
aiHl which lies on the Wilmington P1ke. There they
spent the remainder of their lives, the father dying in January , 1873, and the motlier in April,
1874. Both were leading membet·s of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in which Daniel St. John
had officiated as a Class-Leader for many years.
They were the parents of the following children, thP
eldest of whom, Cyrus B., resides neat· AllJauy,
Jay County, Iud. ; Joseph M. died after attaining to
manhood; John Washington is a resident of this
county ; William Harrison, deceased; Daniel Mor-
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gan resides in this county ; Sarah is the wi<low of
James McNair, of Dunkirk , lnd; Jeniah F. is in
this county; Eva ,J. is the wife of Frank Peterson,
of Kansas; Isaac W. is a resid ent of Dunkirk,
Ind. ; and Lorenzo R., our sub;ect. The father,
in eady_manhood, was a Whig anrl later iclentified
himself with the Republican party.
Mr . St. John has resided upon his present farm
since he was a lad of thirteen years. The associations connected with it naturally make it far more
valuable to him than any amount of money he
coul<l name. It is one huudre<l and thirty-seven
acres in extent, embellished with substantial buildings and is the source of a comfortable income.
He brought a bride to the olrl roof-tree in 1873,
being married May 28, tb at year, to ll1iss Alice M.
Smith.
This larly was born May 6, 1855, in
Greene County, and is the daughter of Daniel and
Lucinda (Sparr) Smith. the father being now deceased . Of this union there was born one child
only, llfyrtie L. Mr. St. John, politically, is a
Republican , aud both he anrl his estimable wife are
llll!mbers in good standing of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Ex -Governor St. John , of Kansas,
was one of tile offshoots of this branch of the
tit. John family .

~~~ ENRY H. CONKLIN. This name is famil~~rn·~ iarly known to the citizens of New Jasper
~
Township, Greene County, as representing
,~ one of its most libeml and public-spirited
men. He is prominent in all the enterprises tending to the moral advancement of the people around
him, and who have shown him their confidence
and esteem in many ways. For a time he was a
mern ber of the County Board of Commissioners,
and has hel<l various other positions of trust and
responsibility. At the present time he gives his
nttention chiefly to farming pursuits, having two
hunilred and one acres of well-developed land,
which, with its buildings and other appurtenances,
contitutes one of the most desirable homes in this
county. l\Ir. Conklin deals considembl_v in live
stock, and has been uniformly successful.
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Mr. Conklin was born in tl:..e town of Lumberton, Clinton County, this State, on the 16th of
December, ISH, and is thus in the prime of life.
He is the offspring of an excellent family, being
the son of Harvey F. and Hannah (Noland) Conklin, who were natives respectively of New York and
Virginia. They were married in Ohio, and were
among the early residents of Clinton County,
whence they removed to this county, where the
father followed farming and blacksmithing combined. He died at Lumberton about 1882, but
the mother died in this county in 1888. The pa
rental household consisted· of nine children , eight
of whom are living.
Henry H . is the fourth in
orde•· of birth. He was quite young when the
family came to this county, of which he has becu
nearly a life long resident. He acquired his education in the common schools, ancl remained under
the home roof until reaching his majority. Soon
afterward, August 23, 1866, he was joined in wedlock with l\liss Mary J. Hook, at the bride's heme
in Xenia Township. This lady was hom Dece mber 6, 1848, in Xenia Township, and is a daughter
of Charles and Clarinda (Johnson) Hook , who
were natives of this county, and whose family
consisted of three children, Miss Mary being the
second born.
Mr. and Mrs. Couklin, after their marriage, settled on a farm in the vicinity of Xenin, where
they sojourned until remoYing to that which they
now own and occupy. There have been born to
them six children, the eldest being Cora K, who is
the wife of James Albert Bales, and lives in New
Jasper; Clyde, Laura C., Hattie P. and Hannah
M. are at home with their parents. One child died
in infancy.
Mr. Conklin was elected County
Commissioner in the fall of 1883, and served six
consecutive years.
He bas held some of the
;C')10ol offices, and takes quite an active part in
politics, giving his support to the Republican
P'trty. He has always been interested in educational matters, and with his estimable wife is a
member in good standing of the Methodist E[Jiscopal Church, to which they contribute a liberal
support.
During the progress of the Civil War Mr. Conklin enlisted in the Union Army, in March, 1863,
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and was occupied as a teamster a month, then on
account of illness was obliged to sccept his discharge. The following year, in April, he re-enlisted
in Company H , One Hundred and Fifty-fourth
Ohio Infantry, with the one ·hundred days' men.
He participated in the engagement at New Creek,
W.Va., but aside from this saw no active service.

NIEL RODGERS. This sturdy veteran
who is approaching the seventy. sixth year
of his age, is known throughout the length
and breadth of Greene County where be bas
spent his entire life. Here he was born and reared,
first opening his eyes to the light .Tuly 18, 1814, at
the old homestead of his parents near Bellbrook,
t-in gar Creek Township. His father , William Rodgers, a native of Rockbridge County, Va., was born
in 1781 and wh en a youth of eighteen years came
aloue to this county and in due time built a mill
ncar Bellbrook on the Little Miami River. This
was the first strncture of the kind in that vicinity
and he operated it successfully for many years. He
married Miss Rebecca Lewis in 1809. She was a
native of North Carolina and came to this region
with her parents, about 1806 .
After operating the mill above spoken of eleven
years, William Rodgers resumed the trade of a
gunsmith which he had learned in hiS native county.
There were born to him anrl his estimable wife
three children, a daughter and two sons. The
daughter, l\Iargaret, was born February 7, 1810,
ancl died February 27, 1847, aged thirty-seven
years. (The strange feature in the birth , death,
and age of this lady is that all the dates and ages
end with the digit 7). Lewis died in Xenia in
1856; Aniel, our subject, was the youngest born.
The parents were mem hers of the Associate Church
in which the paternal grandfather of our subject
officiated as a minister many years, in Rockbridge
County, Va., at Timber Ridge Meeting House.
Aniel Rodgers came to Xenia in 1830 to se•·vc
an apprenticeship at bricklaying with his uncle,
Daniel Lewis. He served out his time and in 1835
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commenced as a journeyman, working two years
and then began operating as a builder and contractor. Many of the fine buildings standing in
the city of Xenia to.day give evidence of his skill
and handiwork. He was thus occ·upied for over
half a century, only retiring a few years ago.
Mr. Rodgers was fi1·st married in Montgomery
County to Miss Cynthia Popenoe and there were
born to th~m five children, all of whom arc deceased with the exception of one <laughter, Jane,
unmarried. His second wife was i\liss Sarah C.
~tilson and they were man·ied in Oriskany Falls,
N.Y., March 16, 1858. Th.is hdy was born in
'Voodbury, Conn .. Febru:\ry 13, 1822, and is the
daughter of Asahel Stilson who emigrated to Oneida
County, N. Y., where Sarah L. lived under the parental roof until her marriage.
Mr. Rodgers has occupied many positions of
trust and responsibility since attaining to manhood's years. He was for twenty-011c years a Di.
rector in the County Infirmary and is at present a
Director on the Board of the County Work House.
His career has been signalized by great euergy and
industry and be bas u·niformly lent his moral aid
to the cause of temperauce and all the enterprises
which tend to elevate the people. He has ever bee a
distinguished as a man of sound sense and good
judgment--one whose opinions are ever held in
respect. He identified himself with the i\lasonic
fraternity early in life and wjoys the honor of
being the oldest Mason in Greene County, having
joined the fmternitl' here in 1846. He bas held
all the offices of his lodge and has attaine"' to the
Royal Arch degree. Mr. Rodgers cast his first
Presidential vote for Gen. William Henry Harrison
and voted for .John C. Fremont in 1856. He was
promptly on hand at the polls to cast his ballot for
the grandson of Old Tippecanoe in 1888.
James W. H. Rodgers, the eldest son of our subject, was like his fnther born and reared in the city
of Xenia, and married Miss Imogene Hyde, whose
birthplace was near Sandusky, Ohio. To them
there were born four children, three of whom died
young. The survivor is a daughter, Sally B., a
resident of Toledo. This son was the bnsiness
partner of his father until 1877, when he was
stricken down by death at the early age of thirty-
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two years. llliss Elizabeth Rodgers became the
wife of Dayid Voorhesof Centerville, Montgomery
County, and diecl in 1883, leaving a family of nine
children, .seven of whom are living, viz.: Lucy,
Charles, .Joseph, Luther, Hazard, Edgar :md Arthur.
They are all residents of this county. The deceased
are Nellie, who died young and an infant who died
unnamed.

The paternal grandfather of our subject was John
Rodgers, a native of Scotland and born in 1745.
He came to the United States as a missionary for
the Associate Church in I 770 anu settled in Pennsylvania. He was married in his native land to
Miss Irene Russell. He spent his entire life after
coming to this country in the Master's service, being pastor of the Timber Ridge Church in Rockbridge County, where he spent his last days. He
was the father of seven sons whose united height
aggregated over forty-two feet and their weight
fourteen hundrerl pounds. Three of them came
West and one settled in Monmouth, Ill., one near
Niles, lVIich., and another in Gallipolis, this State.
Asahcl Stilson was born in Connecticut and was
there married to l\liss Hannah Hull, of Oxford.
He followed farming ami dealt quite extensively
in live stock. He emigrated to New York State
about 1830. His wife was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church while Grandfather Stilson
was an Episcopalian in religious belief.

~D

OBERT R. KNOWLES. As one of the
prominent business men of Xenia and a
citizen held in high esteem, l\Ir. Knowles
~ is worthy of special mention. He was
educated in the profession of law, but is now proprietor of the Pioneer drug-store, which is located
at No. 33 East l\1ain Street. He hns been a resident of this county since 1880, and has made for
himself a good record in the line of tradr, and us a
member of the community.
Mr. Knowles is a native of the Buckeye State,
having been born at Williamsport Station, Deer
Creek Township, Pickaway County, March 14,
1855. His father, Robert Knowles, a native of
1

•
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Sussex County, Del., came on horseback to Ohio
wu en a youth of nineteen years, and for a time
was engaged in buying horses for the Ent. He
finally deeided to turn his a ttention to farming,
and purchased, at $7 per acre, a tract of timber
land "in Deer Creek T ownsl.li p. The follow ing
year, at the age of twenty, be was married to Miss
Emeline Rector. of Pi ckaway Co unty. The bride
wa.s a mai den of fifteen years, a nd t hey bec1•mc
acquainted while attending a country school, and
she pursued her studies thereat aftet· her marriage.
The young couple in due time settled in a log
!'nhin on their land, bttt subsequently t·emo ved to
another farm, upon which they made their home
for a period of twenty-three years. They finally
removed to Ft. Scott, Knn ., but in 1875 returned
t o Pickaway County, Ohio, whence Inter they went
hack to Kansas and settled in Elnomdo, where the
father engaged in stock-raising and where they
still li\·e. The elder Knowles from the time of
his majority until 1860, affi li ated with t he Democratic party, then wheeled into the Republican
ranks, where he rem:tine:l until 1872. At that
time his warm interest in the temperan ce movement
led him to identify himself with the Prohibitionists,
and be now gives his support ttl this party. He
and his est imable wife ~t'e members in good standing of th e Methodist Episcopal Clmrch, in whic•h
l\Ir. Knowles formerly officiated ns Class-Leader,
a nd was a chief pillar. Th e nine children born to
them are all living, presentin g an interesting family group unLroken as y et by the destroying hand
of <lentb.
The subject of this notice remai ned a member
of tile parental household until1 875, acquiring his
enucation in Ft. Scott, Ko.n ., and Xenia, Ohio.
For two years be taught school in his native
cu unty, ann later attended the Normal School at
Xenia. After the remO Y"-1 of the family to Kansas be studied law at Eldorado, and was admitted
to the bar at Wichita in June, 1880. In Xenia be
afterward read law with Messrs. Nesbitt & Martin,
and after passing a thorougll exam ination in the
Supreme Court at Columbus, WAS admitted to
practice in the courts of Ohio, which he followed
in X enia for two years. Later he was awarded
the contract of compiling the index of land records

of Greene County, at which he wM occupied four
years, completing, in 1887, a fine set of Indices.
After this he eqgaged in the drug business, and
this being really more congenial to his t ...stes, he
purchased , in July following, his present business,
in which be has built up an extensive and lucrative
trade. He is a sound Republican, politically, and
for two years was Chairman of the Republican
Central Committee and a member of the Executive Comm ittee. Otherwise be bas hel<l aloof from
the responsibilities of office. Socially, he belongs
to the Masonic fraternit.y, being n member of the
Chapter, anrl he is also in entified witll the Red
Men. In his religious views be coincides with the
doctrines of the Methodist Episcopal Church, with
wllich he is connected in Xenia.
The subject of this notice was united in wedlock with Miss 1\Jary J. Stevenson, M"Y 13, 1880.
This lady was born in Xenia Township Jnne 20,
185 8, and is the daughter of J ames 8. and .Jane
(Knox) Stevenson, wllo are numbcrecl among th e
pionee1· settlers of Greene County . The mot her is
now deceasen and the fatller resides in Greene
Cou nty. Th e three cllildren born to our subject
and his wife wet·e named reSjJecti vely: J ames Robert, Helen and Lester. They form a bright and
interesting tt-io, ann are being trained and educated
in a man ner suitable to tbeit· posi tion in life. The
family residence is pleasantly located at No. 332,
8ast JIIarket Street, of the city, and Mr. and Mrs.
Knowles occupy a good position among the best
social elements of Xenia and vicinity.

J

AMES HARBISON. A beautiful and wellimproved farm comprising one hundred a nd
fifty-six acres in Cedarville and Miami
@ Townsllips, Greene Cou nty, is the home of
the gentleman above named, who has since his thirteenth year been a resident of this State. He was
born in Chester District, S. C., near the Catawba
River, anri with his parents left his native State
October 9, 1826, for a home north of the Ohio
River. Their journey was made in a covered
wagon ann six weeks were r·oesn m~d on the road,

PORTRAIT AND BJOCiRAPHICAL ALBUl\1.

599

their arrival at their. destination being on NovemHarbison, whose surname by birthright was Imber 26. Settlement was made on Clark's Run in
boden, is now a young lady and is greatly loved by
Miami Township, where Robert. B. Harbison now
the family and respe· ted by all who know her. The
lives, and where the parents of our subject spent
son of our subject married Miss Ella Reid, who died
the remainder of their lives.
December 8, 1887, an'l after her death he returned
Tb'e paternal grandparents of our subject wern
to his father's home. His wife was a daughterof John
James and Elizabeth (i\IcElroy) Harbison, the lattet·
an<l Hannah Reid and a cousin of Whitelaw Reid,
of whom was a native of Virginia and the former
whose name is so well known throughout our
country, and whose fame as a journalist has exof Ireland, and of Scotch descent. After their
marriag~ they made their home in South Carolina,
tended to other lands. Her father lost his life during the Civil Wat·. Mr. and Mrs. Harbison are
where both <lied. There their son John was boru
members of Dr. Morton's church, the Reformed
during the Revolution, February 2i, 1782, his death
taking place just after the opening of the Civil
Presbyterian Chnrch. Although he was brought
up to believe in the principles of Democracy, Mr.
War, in April, 1861. His wife was Jane, daughter
Harbison bas been a Republican for the past thirty
of J ames Bigham, who emigrated from Ireland to
the United States and died in North Carolina. Mrs.
years.
John Harbison survived h~r husband's de:tth two
years. The subject of this sketch now has a Bible
in which the family recorrl is kept, the volume bting <)lle hundred and thirty-two years old , printed
lLLIAM L. HOUSTON occupies a promiin Old English and having been brought from lre nent position among lhe farmers and stocklanrl by his grandfather.
raisers of Pleasant Township,Clark County,
The youth anrl eal"!y manhood of James Harbi
hi3 abundant means, large landed estate and person were passed at the parental home in Miami
sonal character alike entitling him to tbe rank
Townsl'iP· He was married to Miss Samh Miller, , which he holds. The fat·m wl1ich he oceupies comwho •lierl leaving one child, who died a few rlays
prises seven hun ,lred and fifty broad acres upon
later. He subsequently. in 1852, hecame the bus.
which all arlequa.te improvements have heen made,
band of Miss Margaret, daughter of .Tobn ancl Helen
and many of the conveniences not always to be
(Aird) King, her· father being a son of Mark King
founcl in rural homes, are to be seen. Mr. Houston
of Jed bury, Scotland. When our subject and his
raises cattle, sheep and hogs. His present herd of
cattle inclu<les two hundrerl head, o f hogs over
wife began housekeeping they occupied his brother's
house, and they then built a log cabin in the woods
four hundred hend , and be usually keeps a flock of
a short distance north of wl.tere they now live. In
nbout fifteen hundred sheep.
1876, Mr. Harbison bougl.tt the piece of land ad.
Before proceeding to give the m~tin facts in the
joining his place of residence and erected a fine
life history of IVIr. Houston, it will not be amiss to
large frame house, facing the Clift0n and Xenia
devote a brief space to the family from which he is
Pike. Here be has since marl~. his home, thoroughly
rlesc<·nrled . His gra11dfather, Joseph Houston, who
cultivating the tine land which he owns, securing a
married a Miss Fisher, was one of the earliest setcomfortable maintenance for his family , and living
tlers n~ar Springfield. He improved about two
an uprightnnd useful life in the midst of his fellowhnnrtre<l acres of lanrl where he Jived on Buck
men. The farm is now carried on by his only child ,
Creek. He ani! his wife died nt South Charleston
John A. Harbison, and the parents are en joying the
at an advan~ed age. They were members of the
rest which should follow industrious and well-spent
Methodist Episcopal Church. Theit· children were
lives.
Mary, William, Eliza, Vilaton, Nancy, Priscilla,
l\Ir. and Mrs. Harbison having but one child,
Louisa J., Robert, Asbury, Maddox, James T. and
have reared an orphan whom they took to their
Thomas F. Robert and James T. are physicians,
borne when she was five years of age. l\liss Mnud
the latter now living in Iowa; Maddox is a farmer.

\v
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Thomas F. Houston was born four miles east of
Springfield, October 7, 1818. When twenty-one
years of age he went to Springfield and learned the
trade of a harness-make•·, after which be located in
Charleston, carrying on a s!Jop in connection with
D. 0. Heiskell, a well-known horseman. After a
time the connection was dissolved and Mr. Houston
continued the business alone until the spring of
186:1, when he removed to a farm in the extreme
eastern part of Pleasant Township. From the proceeds of his business be bad been able to purchase
about seven hundred acres of land there and he
afterward with his son, our subject, bought two
hundred more. In the fall of 1867, he •·emoved to
Springfield and engaged in the saddle, harness and·
collar business with S. T. Irvine. This connection
continued until his death, June 30, 187'4.
1\Ir. Houston possessed a more than ordinary degree of business ability which was proven by his
success, he having started in life without a dollar.
He was zealous in his advocacy of all public improvements, such as churc!Jes, schools, roads. etc.,
and foremost in prosecuting all movements which
would effect them. He drew up a11d presented the
fi•·st petition which was ever laid before the commissioners of this county under the Free Pike
law. He and his wife were active workers in the
Methodist Episcopal CllUrch, of which he was a
Class-Leader. In nolities, he was a Whig and Republican. During the war he contributed liberally
to the support of the Union cause ancl in clearing
his township from draft.
The wife of Thomas F . Houston was Rachel A.
Delashmutt who was born in Madison County,
Christmas Day , 18ia. She Jived until November
8, 1886, when she entcrecl into rest. Sile was the
mother of eleven children, as follows: Catherine,
deceased; Leon, at South Charleston; William L. of
this notice; Emma C., 1\frs. Yeazel; Charles C. who
died in Cedarsville; Elissa J .; Edwin D.; Thornton,
deceased; Howarrl, who clied in childhood; Foster,
and Maria who died in in fanny.
The gentleman with whose name we introduce
tllis sketch was born on Christmas Day, 1 Jj43. He
was reared in Cbarleston untiJ eighteen years of
oo-e, receiving an excellent education in the comu~on schools, and unexcelled home training. Ac.

companying his father to the farm he remained
upon it after the latter ha<l removed to Springfield,
continuing the work which they had previously
been carrying on together and adding to its extent
from year to year. The stubborn persistence which
is one of the qualities which he inherited ·from his
English ancestors, has mad6 of his business p~r
ceptions a lever with whkh to move circumstances
around him to his own good.
The mind an<l character of Miss Mary J. Bales,
daughter of Calvin anrl Julia (Rigdon) Bales of
Madison County, won the affection of Mr. Houston
and !Jis wooing proving successful, she became his
wife June 1, 1871. The happy union has been
blest by the birth of three children-Lawrance C ..
Maurice C. an<l Stelh B. ~II-. Houston has been
quite active in the political field, formerly as a
member of the Republican party and more recently
as a Prohibitionist. He and his wife are members
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. He was one of ·
the foremost and largest contributors in building
the new church (Nation Chapel) and has filled the
offices of Steward, Trustee and Sunday-school Superintendent, ever since its erectiou.

V

ILLIAM BURNS who has for many years
been connected with the business inte•·ests
of Springfield, was born in County Sligo,
Ireland, June 20, 1833. His parents were Thomas
and Brictget (Murray) Burns, the former of whom
died in his Mtive Emeral<l Isle. Late in life the
wictowecl mother came to America bringing l1er
children of which our subject was one, and breathed
her last in Yates County, N. Y., in 1874. The parental family compl"ised thirteen children of whom
the son William was next to the youngest. The
parents being poor he received but limited advantages in the way of schooling and quite early in
life wao thrown upon his own resources.
At the nge of fourteen years, William Burns emi.
grate<l to the United States, landing at New York
City whence he went to Buffalo. There he begon
work as a railroad bri.Jge builder, his labors taking
him into Canadn. Abandon in:; the railroad busi-
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ness be came to Springfield, and found employment
in the Warder, Brokan & Childs Agricultural
\Vorks, while attending the night school. In 1857
he was seized with the western fever, and g-oing to
Omaha, Neb., be workccl at the carpenter's trade
and contracting about one year. Later he returned
to Springfield, and for a time was engaged in the
manufacture of distilled spirits. He then became
connected with the Architectural Iron ·works as a
stockholder ancl director, still hoi<ling his interest
in that business. At present he owns a good business house, a substantial residence on East High
Street. and other property.
The lariy whom l\Ir. Burns chose as his life companion bore the maiden name of Marie Coleman,
and at the time of their marriage sbe was residing
in Springfield. She was born in the Emerald Isle
and in her girlhood accompanier! her p~rents, Pete•·
and Bridget (Dunnigan) Colemr~n , to America.
Her happy union with our subject bas been blessed
by the birth of ten children, three of whom have
been removed from their sorrowing parents by
death. The names of the living are Florence A. ,
Louisa E., Mary E., Catherine E. Alice A., William T. and John Peter.
Mr. Burns was at one time a member of the Cit.y
Council, representing the Fourth Ward. Politically
he is a stanch Democrat. His religious belief is that
of the Roman Catholic Church, and he and his
family hold membership at St. Raphael's.
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contributed in such a marked degree to his success
in life. He is a prominent man is politics and
justly earned his title of Colonel, by appointment
on the staff of Gov. Campbell in J8eO.
The lithngraphic portrait shown in connection
with this sketch represents the lineaments of a gentleman yet in the early prime of life, for our subject is less than thirty-six years of age, having been
horn September 29, 1854, in the town of Tarbert,
Ireland. He is the youngest son of .Tame; and
Catherine (Odell) Kinnane, with whom he spent
his boyhood days and obtained his education in
the country schools. When fourteen years old he
began his mercantile experience in the dry-goods
store of Todd & Co., at Limerick, with whom be
remained two years. In 1869 he determined to
seek hie fortuiles in America and after several
weeks spent on the ocean, landed safely at Castle
Garden, N. Y. Thence he proceeded immediately
to Springfield, this State, and established the business which be has since conducted so successfully.
For a period uf twelve years it was under the
control of Kinnane Bros., and at tile expiration of
this time the firm became Kinnane & Wren, which
is its title at the present time.
This store occupies Nos. 19, 21, 23 and 25 Lime- _
stone Street, and the stock consists of a complete
line of dry-goods, carpets, drugs, wall papet· and
boots and shoes and gives employment Lo about
ninety clerks, seventy-five of whom are salesmen.
The finn does a wholesale and retail business, the
most extensive of anything of the kind in tile city.
By strict attention to all the details of general
trade and con rteous treatment of their customers,
they have become widely and favorably known to
OL. JOHN KINNANE. In whatever he
a large portion of the people of Cladr County and
'undertakes, Col. Kinnane may properly he
-..;:.JJ termerl a ~~hustler" among the n1ost active there are very few homes wiLhin its limits to which
their goods have not at some time or another found
business men of Springfield. He is at present enentry.
gaged as a dry-goods merchant ancl attends strictly
The subject or this notice was first mar.-ied to
to business, being in his store early and late with
Miss Sadie McGarr, of Spt·ingfield, who became
his coat off, metaphorically speaking, looking after
the mother of one son, John James Kennane. She
his force of seventy-five clerl's and seeing that his
died at her home in Springfield, June 20, 1883.
customers are waited upon with promptness and
The present wife of Col. Kinnane was formerly
courtesy. He is pra0tiually a self-made man-one
l\'Iiss l\'Iolly Brady who at the time of their marwho has paddled his own canoe from an early
riage was a resident of Tiffin, this State. The
period in his life, t hus gaining those independent
Colonel, politically, is a s~anch Democrat anri fully
and self-reliant qualities of character which have

fe
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as active in the councils of. his party as he is in llis
business affairs. He was electe<l Alderman from
his ward in ltll~O, serving one term and was one of
the committee to select a site for the post-office.
He occupies a neat and comfortable home anrl is
well known to the people among whom he is a uni·
versa! favorite.

Of!N W. SHIELDS, L. L. B. The task of
the biographer becomes a very pleasant one
when the subject of whom he is to write
possesses so many of the most noble traits of
character that his heart is thrillerl witll admiration,
and when to this is added uncommon talents or
acquirements, the task is yet more pleasing. In
such a mood as this the sketch of tl!e late John W.
Shields is undertaken , and although to those who
knew him it is not necessary to recount his virtues.
the recital may be the means of inciting 30me to a
better life, and encouraging those who feel that
their lot is hard.
In the Emerald Isle, many years ago, James
Shields opened his eyes to the light of ctay, and
emigrated to Virginia in 1805. There he man·ier
Miss Keziah Bain, and soon after came to tht~
county, making a settlement two miles east of
what is now the city of Xenia. Tbis was in 1812,
while the country was still new and sparsely settled, and like others of the pioneers he cleared and
improved a good farm. His original estate <·on.
sisted of five hundred acres, but at tl!e time of l!is
death he owned but three hundred and forty.
Here he reared a family of seven children, but
two of whom are now living in this county. The
circle included Robert, who died in 1879; Jane,
the wife of Judge J. W. Harper, of Xenia; John,
tile subject of this sketch; Margaret, who died
young; James Harvey, who died in Kansas, in
1877; Mary B., now living in Xenia with a daughter of our subject; and William, who died on tile
farm in 1852. The father breathed his last on the
old farm, June 13, 1839, his widow surviving
until 1869, her death also taking place on the

J

homestead.
Mr. Shiel•ls was a member of the
Associate Church, an<l 11 man of high moral character, honest, industrious and charitable. He had
held the otlice of School Directot·, and labored
earnestly to advance the cause of education.
The subject of this sketch was hom in Xenia
Township, November 20, 1817, and grew to maturity on his father's farm . He completed his
education at Hanover College, Indiana, failing to
gradu,.te on account of his near sighteclness, which
prevented his finishing Greek. He studied Latin
and other branches, prior to his course in Hanover
College, umler the instruction of the Rev. Hugh
McMillan, who had the first academy in Xenia, it
being in the house now occupied by Miss Shields,
and in which our subject died.
After leaving
Hanover College, Mr. Shields read law with Aaron
Harlan, of Xenia, and was graduated from tile
Cincinnati Law School in l839, afterward practicing as a partner of the gentleman with whom he
ha<l previously read. He went t.o Miss;ssippi, intending to locate in tbat State, but not being able
For a few
to endure the climate soon returned.
years he was in partners'lip with Judge Burney, in
Cincinnati, after which he returned to Xenia and
formed a partnership with the late Hon. J. G.
Gest. During the exciting clays of the Clay-Polk
campaign he was a strong Whig.
Not long after this 1\Ir. Shields began the study
of theology under Dr. McMasters, in Xenia, and
being licensed to preach, in 1850 took chat·ge of
a Presbyterian Congregation at Bellbrook, but
was compelled to resign on account of poor health.
In 1849 he had an attack of cholera, for many
clays his life being despairecl of, and the disease
had so affected the system that be had to go ·south
for two winters in order to ward off pulmonary
troubles. During these winters he acted as agent
for the American Bible Societ.r, and his labors had
such an effect that he became interested in the
society, and organized many township auxiliaries.
lie is known as the father of the Spring Valley
Bible Suciety.
After his 'llarriage, which took place September
30, 1855, :Mr. Shields made his home on n farm
near Spring Valley until the spring of 1869, when
he became a resident of Xenia.
He had become
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totally blind, but although forced to abandon
some of his bright hopes for the future, he con·
tinned useful to his fellow-men, anrl acted as their
servant on the school board, while his example in
private life afforded a striking proof of his Christian faith and character. During his term of service on the school honrd, to which he was electerl
twice, the new High School building was erected,
and in that work he was active and earnest, as he
was in all that promised to benefit the community.
He became so familir.r with the streets of the .city
that he rarely misserl the house or office of a
fricnrl.
A thoroughly loyal man, the attempt to
destroy the Union roused him to earnest efforts
in behalf of the united nation, and he marle many
speeches thmughout the contiguous country, his
fervirl utterances rousing the desire to sustain th e
government in the minds of those wbo were disheartened or whose zeal needed strength. Tbe
death of Mr. Shields took place April 13, 1886.
The noble old man entered into his rest, leaving
one daughter, Mary, from whom these facts in his
history are obtained.
The wife of Mr. Shields, in her girlhood Miss
Margaret McKnight, was hom near Spring Valley,
February 13, 1813, to the wife of William
McKnight, an early settler there. The family came
to this county in 1809, and the days of Mrs.
Shields bad been spent at her birthplace, where
her maniage took place. Her demise occurred
December 5, 1875. She was a good woman, whose
chiPf aim in life was to properly fulfill the duties
of wife, mother and neighbor, and she is yet remembered by what she has done. She belonged
to tbe Presbyterian Church.
The daughter of our subject opened her eyes to
the light on the farm near Spring Valley, in 1856,
but coming to Xenia in her early childhood she
was educated here, being graduated in the class of
187 5.
She is a highly cultured woman, whose
wisdom has been increased by travel and thr
knowledge gleaned from observation of the habits
an<l manner of mankind in various localities, as
well as by the perusal of the wise sayings of
learned men. Following the teachings of her rev.
ered parents, she is a member of the Presbyterian
Church. She is still living at the oltl home, hav-
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ing the companionship of her aunt, Miss Mary B.
Shields, who was born on the James Shielrls farm
cast of the city, and remained upon it until the
death of its other inmates. In 1880, she came to
the city and took up her abode with her brother.

f1

ICHAEL SHAWVER. One of the most
attmctive homes in German Township,
Clark County, is that of Mr. Shawver,
who bas resided on section 15 since 1864.
His estate comprises one bunclt·ed and eighty-seven
acres of land, most of which is under cultivation,
and which bears a full line of improvements, including a fine resiclence and other appropriate
buildings.

The ancestry, both paternal and maternal, of
our subject was German, t.he families having settled in Pennsylvania and Maryland respectively.
His father , Daniel ~hawver, came fmm the Keystone State to Ohio in 1803, and is numbered
among the early settlers of Harrison County.
There he married l\1ary E. Shultz, who bad accompanied her parents thither ft·om bet· native
State. They removed to Logan County in 1836,
where Mr. Shawver spent the remainder of his
life, passing away in 1864. He was the father of a
large family, of whom the survivors are: Solomon,
Jonathan, Daniel, Michael, Catherine and Susannah.
The birth of him of whom we write took place
in Harrison County, l\1ay 30, 1832. The surroundings amid which he grew to maturity were
of a somewhat primitive nature, and in early boyhood he bore his share in the labors incidental to
tbe development of a comparatively new country.
Although his school privileges were qnite limited,
and the advantages which he had did not equal
those of the present time, be laid a good foundation, and bas by his unaided effort• kept himself
well-informed regarding the world'o work and progress. Farming bas been his life-work, although
when about fourteen years old he began to learn the
trade of a carpenter, also acquiring that of a blacksmith sufficiently well to enable him to perform
the labor required upon his farm in either trade.
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The faithful anti efficient companion of Mr.
Shawver was known in her mairlenhood as J\'[iss
Harriet Rockt·l. She is a rlaughter of Adam and
Mary E. Rockel, pioneer settlers of this connty.
The rites of wedlock were cel~hratetl between her
and our subject April I , !854. Six children have
been born of this union. Th ey arc named respectively: William 1-I., Adam W., Joanna, Charles
I. , Alice A . ant! Viola. Joanna is the wife of R.
Jenkins; Yiola is now deceased.
Tho. political adherence of Ur. Sb:twver is given
to the Democrat party. He server! as Township
Trustee three years, and for a lengthy period as
School Director of his district. He belongs to
the Patrons of Husbanrl1·y. Both he and his wife
belong to the Reformetl Cbnrch. The success
. which be has attained in worldly athirs is but the
deserved result of his energy and prudence, while
the reputation which be bas among his fellow-men
is due to one whose life has been ruled by proper
principles, and who has ever manifested an interest
in the welfare of those about !Jim, and been rearly
to aid them in their advancement.

NDRI<:W & BRO., the leading rlealers m
( grain and produce in Greene County, are
also engaged extensively in the grocery,
harrl ware and agricultural implement business, and for some years bave been closely identified
with the growth and importance of Cedarville.
The brothers, James 1-1. and T. Beveridge, are the
sons ofT. S. Andrew, who came to this county at
an early day, and was married to Miss Jane McClellan, daughter of ,John McClellan, of Xenia, in
whieh place various members of the family sLill
reside.
Jam~s H. Andrew spent his young~r years on
the farm , and when about twenty-six years old
entered the employ of Charles Houston & Co., remaining with the firm until the death of Mr.
Houston. The business then passed into the
hands of Dwid Ileal, wbo conducted it six months
and then sold out to Cleaver & llformon, who
@jffj'il

made an assignment in July; 1875. It then went
into the United States Court, where litigation was
caJTicd on for over a yeM·, when the a•signees disposed of the goods, anti in 1877 the Andrew boys,
in company with Houston Bros., of South Charleston , opened up another stock of goods in the same
place under the firm name of Andrew & Co.
Tile business was thus condncterl until February,
ltiti2 , when And1·ew Bros. purchased the interest of
t11e other partners and have since controlled the
business. At first they made a specialty of grain,
and later added to their transactions and now do
a business uf $150,000 per annum. This speaks
well for their enterprise and push, as they commenced with comparatively nothing. They are
recognized as ''hustlers," and have been phenomenally success ful. They own the brick builcling in
which they do business, this being two stories in
height and covering an area of 36x92 feet. The
large ball over tile store proper is utilized as a
wareroom for their farm implements and carriages.
Andrew BI'Os., besides this property, have three
hundred acres of !noel anti a half-interest in the
Cedarville Tile ·works-a large enterprise which is
extensively patronized tb1·oughout the county.
~;ach of the brothers owns and occupies a fine
residence in the village, and James has property in
Findlay, this State. They likewise conduct a
profitable loan business, and have realized larg e
profits by being able to discount all their bills.
Their early partnership cost them $4,500, this
being the profits accruing to the other members
of the firm who never took any active part in the
business.
In the fall of 1880 James Andrew was united in
wedlock with Miss Nannie Barber. This lady is
the daughte1· of Martin Barber, an old resident of
Cedarville. She was born in 1855. Of this union
there are n') children.
T. Beveridge Andrew was born in 1852, and
like his brother acquired his edncation in the
common school. They grew up togcther,'and in
their Lusiness relations have preserved a remarlmable harmony, which has contributed largely to
their success. He was married in 1883, to Miss
Mary White, and they have one child. J. H. leans
toward prohibition, and T. B. is Trustee of Cedar-
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ville Township, and adheres to the Republiean
party. While they stand pre-eminent a mong
the best and most successful young business men
of the county, and attend strictly to business tlm·ing business hours, they still wisely devote a
proper amount of time and attention to recreation,
and are among the most noted checker-players in
.his part of the ~tate. James is especially expert
at this game, and in a series of games played was
seldom ever beaten. He is also an expert chess
player.

J,EXANDER 0. KELLER has for several
years actively identified himself with the
7/(ll business interests of Springfielil, and as
fJ}
one of the leading insnrance men of the
city and one of its enterprising grocers he is not
only achieving success for himself anil ail vancing
his financial status; but he is doir.g his share in
promoting the welfare of his adopted city materially, socially and religiously.
He was born in Baden, Germany, November 11,
1846, a son of Nicholas Keller, aud a grandson of
John Keller, who were also natives of that country,
their birthplace being the same as his own. His
gran<lfnther was an engineer, and spent his entire
life in Baden. The fath er of our subject was an
architect of fine talent and great reputation, and
was for mnny years in government employ. He
was a life-long resident of his native lanrl. The
mother of our subject, whose mairlen name was
Verena Schmidt, is still living there in the land of
her bh·th, at the venerable age of eighty-four years.
She is a woman of more than ordinary force of
character and vigor of intellect, and, notwithstand .
ing her advanced age, retains her mental faculties
to a remarkable degree, and writes to her son, our
su hject, every few weeks interesting letters, pennpil
in '' fine hand that betrays but little mark of tht•
infirmities usual to a person whose bead is ft·osted
with the snows of more than four-score years.
Alexander Keller is the only member of his parents' family who ever came to tbe United States,
his brother August and sister Johanna still residing
in Baden. Our subject was given the advantages
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of a liberal erlucation in the foremost schools of
Europe. His pt·imary edu cation was conrluctetl at
Constance, and later he attended school at Carlsruhe,
and was subsequently a student in the famous universities of Heitlleburg and Munich . Thus well
equipped for tiJC duties of life, after leaving college
be became an architect, anrl practiced his profession
at Strasburg, at Cologne on the Rhine, and bad the
advantage of a year in Paris. He retnrned from
that city to his native lanil to attend to his father's
business, and remaineil there until 1872. Ambitious to obtain a broader out.look on life, to see
more of the world, ancl to take ail vantage of the
opportunities offered skilled men of his profession
in this country, in tlwt year he came to America.
He stayed a few months in New York, ancl then
went to Pliladelphia, where he was employed to
draw plans for the Centennial buildings in :Fairmount Park. He remained there until 1877 anil
then returned to New York, where he investeil in
city property, but was unfortunate in his speculation, and lost all, and after that was sick in the
Fifth Street Hospital for a year. In 1879, he determined to retrieve his fallen fortunes, be marie
his way to Cincinnrtti, and wisely taking any opportunity that offered to turn an honest penny till he
could find employment more congenial to his tastes,
he accepted work . on a farm near the city, with
wages of $5 per month. He continued thus en.
gager! until t.he fall of the same year, and then
went to Paris, Ky., but rlid not find things to his
liking there, and after a mouth's stay in that city,
he came to Spt·ingfielrl in the month of Decembel',
1879, an<! here first found employment with Fredcrick Holford, and remained with him six years.
At the expiration of that time he had acquire<!
sufficient capital to establish him se lf in business on
his own account, and he opened an insurance office,
which he managed successfully, hut for a man of
his active temperament that was not sufficient to
take up all of his time, :utd in 1887 he bought a
grocery business, anrl has since carried on both
branches of business with excellent financial results,
more than ordinary good fortune following his
ventures.
Mr. Keller has not only been successful from a
financial point of view, but he has established a
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happy home in our midtit, and to her who has aided
him in making it an attractive abining place he
was united in marriage in 1872, in Germany. One
chilrl, Annie Theresa, completes their pleasant
household circle. Mrs. Keller's maiden name was
Gertrude Majer, and she was horn in Wittenburg,
Germany .
Mr. Keller carries his force of character and
high principle into all his transactions, and both
his public and his private life are without blemish .
A gentleman of his superior education and culture,
capacity for business, and unswerving recliturle,
is of inestimable value to our citizenship, and that
his fellow-men <tppreciate his high qualities is shown
by their calling him to ain in carrying on municipal affairs. In 1889 be was electerl to the City
Council, and so well dirl be serve the public interests he was re-elected to the same position in 1890
for a term of two years. In him the Democratic
party finds one of its most intelligent supporters.
He is a prominent member of St. Bema1·d's Roman
Cathol ic Church, and has served as Trustee of the
church. He is conspicuously identified with the
following societies as a most literal and active
member of each: he belongs to the Knights of
St. George and to the St. Joseph Benevolent Society,
to St. Aloysius Orphan Society, and is Secretary of
the St. Bernard Building and Loan Association.
Mr. Keller is a fine linguist, having command of
the German, French, Italian, Spanis~, Greek and
English languages, and when be has occasion to
address an audience can du so with grace and
fluency. He is open-handed anrl warm-hearted,
and the unfortunate and ne~rly find in him a true
friend.

ILLIAM HENRY TUTTLE. It has been
but a few years since Clark County exf t perienced the loss of one of he•· most
active and successful farmers, and one whose life
has done honor to the county in which he wa•
born. This was W. H. Tuttle, who laid down the
burdens of life March 8, 1885, in Aiken, S. C.,
whrnce he had gone to recruit his health. He pos
sessed a large circle of acquaint.'tnces ancl was bon-
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ored and respected by all who knew him as one
whose Christ1an profession was not belied by his
daily life. He had been a member of the Presbyterian Church for many years and bad manifested a ileep interest in the advancement of the
canse of Christianity, assisting in the good work of
the church as well rtS setting an example of a devout life. In politics, he was a stanch Republican.
He harl been elected to positions of honor, among
other ways in which be bad served his fellow-men,
heing that of a Director of the public schools in
whose progress be was deeply interested. He was
one of the Directors of the Springfield and Clintnn
tum pike anil at the time o( his death was Treasurer
of the Board.
In Virginia, May 14, 1799, Caleb Tuttle, the
father of our subject wns horn. He accom!Janietl
his parents to Clark County, Ohio, in 1806, and in
this county, March 21, 1822, became the bushand of Miss Mary Prickett. Her family were
early settlers of Clermont County and of German
clescent. The original Tuttle family wbo settled
here while Ohio was a wJlnerness have been swept
away by the billows of time.
Tbe subject of this sketch was born in this
county; .August 2, 1838, and was reared upon a
farm, performing such labors as belong to the life
of a farmer's son and taking ad vantage of such
opportunities as the country schools afforcled to acquire knowledge. At the comvletion of the course
of study ta1tght therein, be took a comme•·cial
course in a college in Springfielcl and thus bette r
fitted himself for life's responsibilities. He then
·returned to the farm on which he remained until
after he reached his majority, when he began work
on his own account as the possessor of one hundred and twenty-five acres of land given him by
his father. This be improved and tilled so thoroughly that l:e soon acquired a competence.
By dint of energy, persevering industry and excellent management, J!.lr. Tuttle was able to adrl
to his homestead until he possessed five hundred
acres of choice land, all of which was placed in a
state of high cultivation and improvement. l\Iore
than $10,000 bacl been expendecl upon it in the
way of improvements, making it one of the most
valuable fa1·ms in the vicinity of Harmony. Live
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stock was raised and dealt in by Mr. Tuttle. He
changed his residence in 1876, removing to a small
farm near the corporate limits of Springfield in
order that he migllt have a better opportunity to
<ducate his children. The large farm is still held
by the family, hut the home is on the thit·ty-fiv~
acres near the city where a substantial brick house
of a modern style of architecture was built for their
occupancy. The dwelling stands upon a beautiful
eminence overlooking the village of Lagonda
and is furnished with all the moderr. convenienceF
The lady who presirles over this pleasant home
is Mary C., daughter of John and Martha A. Luse,
who became the wife Mr. Tuttle Octo bet· 26, 1871.
She was born in this county to which her parents
came as early as 1804, on September 11, 1850, and
under her care and training the children whom
she has borne are ripening into noble manhood
and womanl10od. Iler happy nnion resulted in
the uf birth three children-Fanny A., Carrie D.
and Clarence Isaiah. The daughters areac<>mplished
young ladies, whose graces of mind and heart make
them charming com pan ions nnd promise great usefulness in years to come.

ATHEW A. BICKETT, one of the representative farmers of Xenia Township, owns
and operates a fine farm lying some two and
one-half miles from Xenia Court House.
He is a native of Greene County, Ohio, where he
was born January 19, 1831, in a house whiclt
stands only about one quarter of a mile from his
present home. His father, William R. Bickett, was
one of the pioneers of the county, having made
choice of it for a dwelling place in the .vea:·. 1818.
while it was yet a wilderness. The region which
hail recenily been the home of the Indian, shortly
began to wear the aspect of civilization, as the advent of the white man caused the original forest
to disappear, and its place to be tal<en by fields of
waving corn and golden grain.
William Bickett was a native of Coaquilla Valley, Pa., where he was born in the .vear 1796 or
1798, the date is uncertain, and which was his
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home until he nniverl at the age of about twentyone, when be started for the "far West." in company with his mother, sister, and one brother. The
party reached Greene County, in the year 1818,
having made the trip with a six-horse team. The
first winter was passed in the house of Robert Ham.
mell, a brother-in-law of Mr. Bickett. In the following spring be bought about one hundred and
fifty acres of woodland upon which he nnd his
brother John erected a log cabin that was the home
of their mother for a number of years. As rapirlly
as possible they clearetl and improved the farm,
and provided for the wants of the mot!Jer anrl sister who were dependent upon their exertions.
Deer, wilct turkey and other game abounded, and
they could always procure plenty for t!Je table by
simply using their trusty muskets.
In 1827 William R. Bickett and Miss Isabella
Alexander were uniterl in marriage, and took up
theit· residence on the old home farm. Tue fruit
of this union was six children, three·boys and three
girls. The boys are all mat·ried and living within
one-half mile of the old homestead. Mr. Bickett
died in 1865. Mrs. Bickett survived him some
twenty years, rleparting for the better !ann in Apl'il,
1885.
T!Je subject of this sketch was educate<! in the
common schools, and assisteil on the farm in the
intervals. When school life was over, he continued
to work on the home place until about the time of
his father's death. May 30, 1865, our subject and
l\Iiss Cal'Oiine F:. Kenrtall were united in marriage.
lie then purchase!! his present place of one hundred
and eighty-one acres of land, anrl began business
for himself as a general fanner and stock-raiser.
H ts stock consists for the most part of graded Shorthorns in cattle, and a fine strain of hogs. l\1r.
Bickett has no political aspirations, but exercises his
rights as a citizen in favor of the Republican party.
He is a highly esteemed membet· of society, and a
de\·oted ad!Jerent of the church of his fathers, the
United Presbyterian, and is a regular attendant
upon the services of that body in the town of
Xenia.
Mrs. Bickett wns bom in Greene County in 1S38,
about two miles from her present home, and is an
intelligent and amiable lady well fitted to make a
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happy home for her husban<l and ehildren. Mr.
an<l !\irs. Bickett are the parent.s of seven children
whose names are: Clark K.; Charles A.: William
Albert; Annie M.; .John W.; Elinor I.; and David
Camet·on , all at home, a11d nil except Lbe eldest at·
tending S!!hool. Their parents nre detennined they
slmll have the best educational advantages that can
be obtained, before permitting them to start out for
themselves in the world.
Mr. Bickett is a first-class practieal farmer, and
not only provi<lcs a comfortable and commodious
home for his family , but also considers the wants
of his stuck. He has one of the finest barns in the
township, it being 40x60 feet with she<l and corn
c:rib of 19 feet additional. Most of the shrubbery,
anrl all the improvements upon the farm are theresult of his own lahor, and reflects great credit upon
his a hili ty an<l taste in the selection of the ornamental features of his beautiful borne. He derives
great enjoyment from the society of congenial
fdends, and is deservedly popular with all classes,
but finds his greatest pleasure in Lhe bosom of his
affectionate and happy family.

ACOB BALDNER. T!:le Buckeye State is
fortunately situated for the development of
its commercial and manufacturing interests,
_ ~ having along almost its entire northern
bord~r Lake Erie, which, through its connection
with the other Great Lakes, and finally with the
St. Lawrence anrl the ocean itself, brings within the
rellch of the State vast t.-acts of land with which
exchange of products may be made . On the other
hand, the Ohio on the south enables the people to
carry on an interchange of commerce with l:u·ge
o_reas as far distant as the Gulf of Mexico, and even
to the Southern Hemisphere. Countless thousands
have taken advantage of this happy locatiGn, and
have sought a borne within the borders of Ohio. Jf
they have brought with them a frtir degree of health,
perseverance and business ability, they have meL
with invariable success in their particular avocations.
The gentleman of whom this biographical sketch

J

is written, is yet in hi; early manhood; nevertheless, he has cx!tibited unusual business ability, and
has met with almost uniform success. At present
and since the year 1886 he has had in his charge
Lhe important interests of the Field Cordage Com·
pany's works, being superintendent of tbe same. liP.
has built up the works, and to him in a large clegree may the prosperity of the company be attributecl. Since early childhood be bas been associated with the twine aud cordage business, his
father being a rope-maker, who was skilled in the
practice of his trade.
John George Baldner, the father of our subject,
was a native of Baden.Baden, Germany, whence he
emigrated to Amerka at an early age. He was united
in marriage with Elizabeth Howe, wl10 was a native of the same place with himself, and to them
was horn a fn.mily of seven children, five brothers
and two sisters, of whom, Jacob, our subject was
the fourth in order of birth. All are now living,
two in Boston, one in Ht. Louis, another in the
West, and two here. J. G. Baldner was engaged
in the rope business for a period of more than forty
years, anrl only ceased his work at death. He survived his wife many year;, she passing away in
1868, and he in 1885, in "Boston.
Our subject was born in Bostou, November I 6,
1860, and received a good practical education in
the schools of that city. He early bego.n to assist
his father at his trade, becoming familiar 'Vith its
details. At the age (•f Lwenty-t!Jree years he came
to Xenia take charge of the Xenia Twine Factory.
This position he filled acceptably for more than a
year, then left it to go to Cincinnati. In the latter
city he opao-ated for George H. Bonte & Company.
A few months later he went Lo Akron, where he
sop~rintended Lhe building of the Akron Twine and
Cordage Company's Works. As above mention ·' <l,
hP. accej>ted his present position in 1886, and bas
siqce been connected with the Field Company's
works.
The wife of Mr. Baldner is a lady of varied accomplishments, refined, and well -educaLerl. She
was formerly Miss Sallie M. :Fleming. anrl is the
daughter of Joseph B. anrl 1\I:u·garet (Bosserman)
Fleming, natives of Pennsylvania. After their mor•·inge llir. and llirs. Fleming locaterl in Qhio, and
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became . the parents of five chilclren, who now live
mostly in that St~te. The union of our subject and
his wife OCCUlTed September 4, 1885, in Xenia, and
they are the parents of one child, a bright little girl,
Margueretta May, by name. Religiously, they are
in sympathy with the belief of the Presbyterian
Chut·ch, while politically, Mr. Baldner is a Republican. The family merit the high esteem in which
they are held, and are prominent in the social circles of Xenia.

\EMANUEL BAKER. Among the citizens of
~~
Clark County who have enterecl into rest
~~ after winning an honorable reeorcl, the
name of Emanuel Baker is conspicuous. His life
was spent in an industrious and conscientious discharge of the duties which lay before him, and
since his neath he has been missed not only by his
family circle but by his neighbors as well, who
coulrl ill afford to spare from among them one
whose example and precept were so potent for
good. A peaceable and law-abiding citizen , an
earnest advocate of every good work-in fa< •. t, a
Christian gentleman-his memory may well be
honored by those who survive him .
l\lr. Baker was bom in Clark County, February
7,1821 , beinga son of Martin and Eva Bakct·,
early settlers here. He t·eceivcd his education in
the primitive schools and was early thrown upon
his own resources as hiti faLh er died before he had
entered his teens. Dependent upon his own efforts
to get a sLart in life, he put his shoulder to the
wheel with earnest determination and as a result of
his labors was able to leave to his wirlow an excellenL esLate of fifty acres. His judgment concurred in the principles advocated by the Republican
parLy to which he therefore gave his adherence.
H e became a mem her of the Reformed Church tlte
faHlt of which cheered his clyi ng hours. The esteem and confidence of his neighbors was manifested by his election to the office of TrusLce of
German Township.
The marriage of Emanuel Baker anti Drusilla
Foltz was celebrated November 14,1844, an<l each
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found in :the other a sympathizing companion,
whose cllief joy was foun<l by the horne fireside.
The happy union was blessed uy the birth of two
children-Lydia, wife of Isaial1 Minick, of this
county, anti Anrlrew J., deceased .
l\Irs. Baker is a native of Rockingham Coun·~y,
Va., Iter parents, Solomon and Leah (Huffman)
Foltz, also being natives of the Ole\ Dominion .
.She was born June 30. 1824, and was ten years old
when her parents removecl to the Buckeye State.
They located in what is now German Township,
Clark County, where the mother subsequently
rlied, the father breathing his last in Jasper Cou"nLy,
Ill. Of the five children belonging to the parental
family, l\irs. Bal<er is the only one known to survive.
Amid the scenes incidental to the early development of au agricultural region Mrs. Baker grew to
maturity, receiving a rudimentary education in the
traclitional log schoolhouse. In her own home she
was trained in all the womanly knowleclge which
was pt·actical in the hous.eholds of that time and
became well fitted for the position of helpmate to
an industrious man. The virtues which endeared
Iter to Iter busbancl and cllildren and to tltose w bo
knew her intimately, are recognized by all who enjoy the pleasures of Iter acquaintance. Her usefulness has not been confined exclusively to her own
home, but from the spot which was the center of
her affection she has reached out a helping hanrl to
neighbors and is thet·eforc well known and highly
esteemed.
The many friends of l\ir. Baker will be pleased
to notice his portrait, which is presented in connection with his personal sketch.

AlllES J<'. ROBINSON. Among the many
men in the Buckeye State engaged in woolgrowing, the gen tlemnn above-named is
numbered as one who has won success in
that enterprise his stock being of the Merino breed.
He also carries on general farming, owning a valuable piece of pro.perty two and a half mih·s east
of Jamestown, Greene County, it being n portion

J
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of the Alexander Bell survey ::\' o. 1092. The estate
comprises two hundred and six acres, is marked
with a full line of first class improvements, and
well stocked. Mr. Robinson came to Silver Creek
Township in 1873 aml bas since made this farm his
home.
The ancestors of our subject were Scotch-Irish,
his grandparents, William and Hannah (Horney)
Robinson, having been natives of South Carulina,
where they grew to maturity and were probably
married. For some years they made their home in
Virginia, where several children were born to them,
among them being Singleton, the father of our
subject. He opened his eyes to the light in 1811,
being but a little lad when the family came to Ohio,
settling on the present site of lhyton, when that
city was a small hamlet. Grand father Rohi nson
hauled the first load of stone which was used fur a
foundation there. A few years afterward he sold
out his interest there, not expecting the place to
become a city, removing to what is now Jeffersonville, Fayette County, where he was one of the first
settlers. That section was then heavily timuered
and he began in the woods to clear and cultivate a
farm. There was neither market nor mill within
thirty-five miles and the way to their home was
marked by blazed t.rces. Here a start was mane
and by severe exertions a fine farm was built up,
William Robinson living to see the country well
improved, cultivated fields anct flourishing towns
taking the place of the unbroken wilderness to
which he had come. He was a famous hunter in
his dry, having more than local repute, particularly
as a fox hunter, allhough he killed a great deal of
game of various kinds. He always kept a number
of hounds. He lived to be ninety-four years of age,
dying in 18n and being in apparently perfect health
until the moment when the breath left his body. His
wife also lived to an advanced age. passing her
eighty-eighth birthday but dying a few years before
her husband. They were noble specimens of humanity, useful and respecterl in their day and generation, and left behind them a memory which will
be lovingly cherisherl by tbeil· descendants. Both
were members of the Christian Church, and Mr.
Robinson was a Democrat.
Singleton Robinson was the eldest of his father's

large family, and coming to Ohio when quite small
grew to manhood in Fayette County amid the surroundings of pioneer life in which he developed
the hauits which made of him one of the most substantial citizens of that county. He married Miss
Anna James, who was born in Fayette County,
being the daughter of old settlers who died near
Jeffersonville before they bad become aged. The
young couple settled on a farm a few miles from
the village and there Mr. Robinson is yet living,
active and intelligent, although be is now seventynine years old. He has been very successful as a
sheep-grower and farmer. He is a member of the
Christian Church, to which his wife also belonged.
She died in 1854, while still in the prime of life.
Tb~ir family comprises fonr sons anrl two daughters, the subject of this sketch being the second
horn .
The natal <lay of J. F . Robinson was April 16,
1838, and his birthplace the homestead in Fayette
County upon which his father is yet living. His
early life was passed there and while young in years
he became acquainted with the details of farm life
which he adopted as his calling. Up to the time he
became a resident of Greene County be had lived
near his birthplace, not being one of those who
can be likened to a "rolling stone," but rathet·
manifesting an attachment to the location which
prevented his making a change except under vet·y
favorable auspices.
In Miss Anna Moorman, who was born in Silver
Creek Township, Greene County, 1\Iay 5, 1843, Mr.
R<>binson found the qualities which lJC thought
most desiraule in a life companion and with her !Je
was united in marriage. She is a daughter of Reuben anrl Susan (Sharp) ll"ioorman, natives of this
State, her father having been born in Greene and
her mother in Brown County. The l\Ioorman family were from Virgin ill. anrl the Sharp family from
New Jersey and Pennsylvania and are numbered
among the early settlers of t!Jis State to which
they came soon after the present century began,
becoming well knowr,, particularly in this county.
l\lr. Moorman died in 1871 in middle age bavinu
been born in 1818. His widow passed ~wa)' i~
1884 at the age of sixty-three year•. Both were
in their last days members of the Fl"iends' Church.
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Their family consistcil of two sons and two daughters, one of them being now deceased. Mrs. Rubinson is the eldest and was reared in the township
which hns .e ver been her home. She is the mother
of eight childr~n, two of whom, Anna L. and
Blanche, died young. The living members of the
family are Frank 0., Della III., Charles A ., Reuben
W., Bertha S., and Mary E ., all of whom are yet
at home.
Mr. Robinson concurs in tbe principles of the
Democratic party, which be therefore supports on
all occasions. He is now serving as Trustee of his
Township. Both he anrl his wife belong to the
Friends' Church of Jamestown, and possess the
traits of character which win the respect of their
fellow-citizens and make their lives useful.

OSEPH P. HOLLING!::iWORTH. Among
the well-reguhted farms of Jefferson Township, Greene County, may be probably mentioned that of Mr. Hollingsworth which
atands as a fitting monument to his energy and inrlustry. It is under gooil cultivation, is embellished with gooil buildings, including a .handsome
two-story brick residence and all the otlter
structures required by the intelligent and progressive farmer. The property has been in the bands
of the present proprietor since 1870 and be has now
effected most of the improvements which are seen
upon it. He is a man occupying a goorl position
in his comu.unity, une who has marle for himself a
goocl record and who gives his support to the enterprises calculated for the good of the people
arounrl him, socially, ·m orally and financially.
Mr. Hollingsworth was born May 20, 1833, in
Jefferson Township, Greene County, this State, and
is tile son of Jal'ius and F.meline (Gorham) Hollings.
worth, who were natives respectively of Pennsylvania and Connecticut. The father of our subject
learned brick-making and plastering in early manhood and followed his trade for a number of years
in his native State. While yet a single man he emigrated to Ohio, locating among the earliest pioneers of Clinton County. Turning his attention

J
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now toward agriculture he secllr,•rl n small tract of
land from the heavy timber with the forest for
miles around him, and set about tl1e construction
of a home. In due time he was joined in wedlock
with Miss Gorham and they labored together with
the mutual purpose in view of gaining a competence.
The mother of onr subject left her native slate
of Connecticut with her parents when a young child
anrl afterward liver! in Clinton County, thisState,IRltil her marriage. The newly wedded pair sojourned
for a few years ~fter their union in Clinton County,
then removect to Jefferson Township, Greene
County. There they resided until retiring from the
active labors of life, when they removed to Xenia
where Mr. Hollingsworth died in 1884 at the age of
eighty-one years, having· been born in 1804. He
was a man more than ordinarily intelligent and observing, skilled as a mechanic and one who exercised no small influence among the people of his
<'ommunity. The mother is still living, being now
eighty one years old and makes her home in Xenia.
Both she anct her husband were for many years
members in good standing of the 1\fethoclist Pro;
testant Chur·ch, in which the father officiateq as
Class-Lender anrl occupied other positions of trust
and responsibility. Mr. Hollingsworth had been
reared in the Quake r Church.
To the parents of our subject there was born a
family of eleven children most of whom lived to
I.Jecome men an1 women. Joseph P. was reared
und ect ucated in his native township and when approaching manhood Jearneil the tracte of a bricklaJ er and other work connected therewith under the
instrnction of his fath er. Some of the most substantial brick residences in Greene County are the
work of his hands and be assisted in building all
the school houses but one in Jefferson Township.
In 18R5, however, h6 abandoned his trade and
lnrr.ed his attention entirely to agricultural pursuits.
The subject of this notice was married on the
farm where he now lives, February 16, 1860, to
1\iiss 1\Iartha Bales. !\Irs. Hollingsworth was born
in Jasper Township, March 30, 184~ anti was the
<laughter of Silas and Elizabeth (Smith) Bales who
were among the oldest settlers of Greene County.
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Locating in Jefferson Township they there built up
a good homestead where lllr. Bales spent the closing
years of his life, dying when quite aged, in July
1882. He was a very intelligent man, well educated and had taught school for a number of vears.
Politically, he was a conscientious Democrat and
was a man who made friencts wherever be went.
lllrs. Bales is slill living being now seventy-two
years old. iihe is a larly held in high esteem whereever known and a member in good standing of the
Methodist Episcopal Church.
Mrs. Hollingsworth was reared to an attractive
womanbooct under the pa1·ental roof and is a lady
of more than ordinary intelligence and pleasing
manners. Of her union with our subject there have
been born four sons an<l one d~tnghter, viz : Emma
E ., Alonzo, :Marion, Charley and Harley, twins, and
all are at home with tbeir parents. Mr. Hollingsworth, politically, supports tile principles of the
Republican party. While he and his estimable wife
are not identified with any religioas organization,
there are no people in the township more decidedly in favor of strict mordity , temperance and
all the good qualities wbieh go tcf make up a commu~ity of upright and intelligent people.

iEOBIAS DREES. Among those whose hands
are folded after a well-spent life, and whose
~ names ~tre bel<l in kindly remembrance, may
he numbered him with whose name we introduce
this sketch. He became a resident of Xenia in
1842, an<! occupied bimself as a builder an<l contractor for a period of forty years, and until 1882.
J\.Iany of the prominent residences and business
honsP.s of Xenia were erected under his supervision
~tnd bear about them the evidences of bis skill, judgment and architectural taste. He had served a thorough apprenticeship as a carpenter under the instruction of the men who erected the county court-house,
and whicb is a struct.ure looked upon with pride by
the residents of Greene County. Mr. Drees practically grew ltp with the city, and bas formed no
unimportant factor in its growth and prosperity.

He rested from his ~arthly labors on April 19,
1889, dying at his home on Second Street in
Xenia City, by whose people he was universally
mourned.
One of the representatives of the ninth generation of Drees, the subject of this notice, was the
son of Tobias Drees, Sr., and came with his parents to America from the vicinity of BrPmcn, in
the Grand Duchy of Olden,burg, Germany, where
he was horn February 19, 1819. They landed in
B~tltimore in February, 1832, and then!'e made
their w•y to Pittsburg, Pa., where they sojourned
six weeks. Young Drees during t:.tat time acquired sufficient kuowlerlge of the English language to act as interpreter for the party accompanying them, and it. was not long until he became
thoroughly accomplished in the use of tbe English
language. From Pittsburg the family removed to
Minster, a German village in the northern part of
Ohio, in Auglaize County, an<l the father, securing a tract of land, commenced farming, but
later, with his son, Tobias, Jr., eng~tged on a canal ·
boat, running from Troy to Cincinnati.
The subject of tbis notice, leaving the parental
roof at the age of sixteen years, was permitted to
strike out for himself by returning a part of his
wuges to the family, which be did for a number of
years. Upon one oc<easion , while journeying to
Troy, be more than usually gave himself to serio ·•s thought, and then and there determined upon
a course of honesty and industry whatever emergency might arise in life. His first work tl.tereafter was ns a teamster; next be was porter and
clerk in an hotel. Upon reaching his majority be
determined to become master of some trade, and
first tried his hand at coopering. He soon decided,
however, this was not his forte, and a fter a three
weeks' trial abandoned it for something more congenial-after having secured an amicable release
from his indenture.
Young DreeA now took up carpentering under
the instruction of the late firm of Crandall &
Brown, of Troy, engaging with them in 1842.
They bad the cont.ract for building the Greene
County Court-House, and the families of the firm
removing to Xenia, brought Mr. Drees with them,
and he continued with the firm until completing
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his apprenticeship. He then started in business
for hiinself in the same building which they occupi ed. His beginning was a very modest one, but
his strict attention to his own concerns and his
promptness and reliabili ty in serving his patrons,
in due time secured him a large and lucrative business. He was thus occupied until 1883, ancl then
became interested in the manufacture of twine, and
assisted in organizing the Xenia Cordage Company, in which he became a prominent stockholder and acted as Treasurer until his death.
To whatever position Mr. Drees was called be
gave to it his conscientious attention, and his
wore! was considered as good as his bonq. He
took a lively interest in the welfare and growth of
his adopted city, anrl was foremost in encouraging
the enterprises tending to this end. He served in
the City Council two terms, and officiated as a
member of the School Board; He invested a portion of his capital in some excellent fwrrn property,
and for til~ comfort and gratification of his family
erected one of the finest residences in the city, this
being pleasB.ntly located on Second Street near the
First Methodist Episcopal Church. In all the relations of life he preserved the same equable temperament which constituterl biro a kind husband
and father, a hospitable neighbor, and a man who
never turned a deaf ear to the call of distress, or
failed to aid a philanthropic enterprise.
Under the ministry of the late Rev. John W.
'Vhite, then stationerl in Xenia, Mr. Drees WAS
awakened •nd converted-so thoroughly and
soundly converted that never once wllile he lived
did his faith in Christ waver or falter. Although
born and carefully trained in tile Roman Catholic
faith, be united at once with the l\Iethodist Episcopal Church, in which for nearly fifty years he was
conspicuously wise as a leader; liberal as a supporter and exemplary as · a Christian. There was
no self-reliance, no boasting of great attainments,
but rather a uniform piety working out practical
results, producing genuine fruits, forming the
cha•·acter, regulating the life. His pleasant home
was open night and day for the entertainment of
ministers. As an official member of tlie church,
holding at various times the offices of Steward,
Trustee, Class-Leader and Sunday-school Superin-
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tendent, he was always in his place , shirking no
duty, cheerfully meeting every responsibility. To
the great doctrines of the Bible as ~xpounded
by Wesley, he gave whole-hearted assent, and
though by no means a narrow sectarian, he was
very strongly attached to his own denomination.
He was not ordinarily very demonstrative in his
religious life, but there were times when his
prayers and his testimony were accompanied by an
unction that was quito remarkable. As lie drew
near consciously to the end of his pilgrimage, his
testimony in the class-room and prayer-meeting
was given witll increasing assurance of faith and
more and mo•·e in the tone of a vi<:tor. He was for
a long time rteprived of the public means of grace,
and the nature of his affliction was such that
toward the last lie spoke with great difficulty.
When in February last he was thought one night
to be clying, and he himself believed that the shining s!Jore was almost in sight, he requested his
brother-in- la w, the Rev. Dr. W. L. ilypes, to write
down his experience, which he gave in three texts
of Scripture, as follows: "I was glad when they
said unto me, Let us go into the house of the Lorrl."
•·Great peace have they who love thy law, anrl
nothing shall offend them." "Tllon wilt keep him in
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee, because be trustetb in thee."
Tobias Drees was married December ill, 1846, to
Miss Maria Hypes. Tl1is lady was born in Xenia,
April 25, 1825, and is the daughter of Henry and ,
Sarah (Wright) Hypes, who came hither as early
as 1811 from Virginia. Mr. Hypes was a native
of the Old Dominion, and was born ,Tune 11 , 1775.
He was first married in his native county, and llis
wife died in Xenia a few· years after their arrival
here. On the 24tll of l\Iarch, 1824, he was married to Mrs. Sarah Wright, who became tile mother
of J\Irs. D1·ees. Mrs. Hypes is now deceased.
When settling in this county Mr. Hypes secured a
tract of land, upon which he canied on farming a
number of years, ami which later became very
valuable on account of the town extending that
way, the latte1· now comprising a part of the old
homestead, which lies on the south sine of the
city. After a w.ell-spent life, Mr. Hypes departed
hence, October 1, 1854, in the eightieth year of
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his age. His daughter, Maria, was reared and
eilucateil in her native place, where, up to this
time she has spent her entire life. She was one
or a family of twelve children, six of whom are
living.

DWARD NE\VLOYE. This veteran farmer
and stock-raiser,:although approaching the
seventy- ninth year of his age, is still actively engaged in hi' chosen calling, and is pleasantly located on a well-ileveloped farm iu Hermony
Township, Clark County. He presents an admirable example of the results of industry and economy, and from a modest beginning in life has
Glimbed up to a goort position, socially and financially, among his fellow-men. His native place was
on the other side of the Atlantic, in Wolilnewton,
Yorkshire, England, and the date of his birth November 26, 1811.
In noting the family history of i\Ir. Newlove we
find that he is the son of Joseph and Ann (Hornsey) New love, who were natives of the same place
as their son, where they were reared arHl ma.rried.
and lived until 1821. E<lward was tb eu a lad ten
years of age. That year I hey decided upon cmigo·ating to America, and comi ng directly to Ohio
lucatecl on the land he now owns and occupies. The
pnrents endured many of the hardships incident to
the early settlement of the county, and the mother
after a residence of twenty years in America, departed this life at the homestead, in 1841. J oseph
Newlove sun·ivert his wife oniy seven years, dying
in 1S48. He was a life-long farmer by occupation,
and became well-to-do, accumulating three hunnrPd ann twenty acres of lnnrl . Of this our subj ect owns two hunilred and forty · five acres. The
parents were members of the Metl!oclist Episcopal
Church. Their family consisted of four sons and
roar daughters, all of whom with the exception of
one daughter came to the Uniteil States. The latter died in England, leaving one son, ,Joseph Tennock.
The subject of this notice attended school in his
nnti ve England, where he received the most of his
cducation. He was taught to make himself useful

E

on the farm at an early age, and shortly after reaching bis majority began making arrangements for
the establishment of a home of his ·nwn. With this
end in view he was married, in January, 1833, to
111iss Ann Carter, daughter of Lewis and Sarah
(Calvert) Wood. Mrs. Newlove was born in Virginia, and emigrated with her parents to Ohio at
an early ilay, they settling in Clark County. This
union resulted in the birth of seven children, viz.:
Edwunl Hornsey, decc,.sed; Mary F. , George B.,
Sarah J ., Henry 0. , Robert W. and Benjamin W.
Mr. an<l .Mrs. Newlove have foo· many years been
members of the l\Iethodist Protestant Cburch.
During th e Civil 'Yar 1\Ir. Newlove was an active
supporter of the Cnion cause, and his son, Henry 0.,
served three years in the Forty-fourth Ohio Infantry ancl_the Eighth Cavalry, Mr. Newlove is
the only_survivor of his father's family.
Mrs. Newlove's fnth eo·, Lewis 'Vood, was the
only child of John Ennis and Frances (Carter)
Wood . They lived and died on .James River.
After the death of John E. Wood, his wife made
her home with her sou Lewis until her death , which
occurred while livin g in Tuoroughfare, Prince William County, Va. The g randpa ren ts of 1\Irs. Newlove on the mother's siile were John and 'Vinnefred
(Smith) Calvert, natives of Virginia, near Dumfl"ies. Th e grandfather died in that State, but the
grandmother emigrated t o Portsmouth, Ohio. She
married a second time after coming to Ohio a man
by the name of l\Ioorc, ani! removed to lllunc! e,
Ind., where she died.

e

HANDLER ROBBINS. This gentleman,
who is an honoo-ed resiilent of Springfielil,
and a native of that city,teaces his ancestry to
one of the Puritans who land eil from the" :Mayflower"
at Plymouth Rock. Through all the years which
hnve elnrsed since th~t event, the stern integrity,
indu&try even amid discouraging circumstances, and
sturdy self-reliance which characterized the first
settlers of New England, have not been lacking in
the Rot.bin s family. Isaac Roubins, the granilfather of .our subject, was born in ::\" ew England,
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but resided for many years in Alexandria, Va., in
which his death occurred. For years he was clerk
in a bank, •md he was also a local preacher of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. His wife was Mary
Douglas Howell, of excellent lineage .
The Rev. Chandler Robbins, son of this worthy
couple, was born in Al€xandria, Va., but educated
in New England. He first attended school in Maine,
working in a cabinet shop to earn the wherewithal
to pay his expenses. From the Pine Tree ~tate he
went to Conneeticut and entering tbe Wesleyan
University at Mi<ldletown, was in due time graduated from that institution of learning. In 1841,
he came to Springfield, Ohio, to take charge of the
Methodist Episcopal High School, a position which
be held about five years, when he resigned to accept the cbail· of Ancient Languages at Augusta
College, in Kentucky. After remaining in the Blue
Grass State three years, he returned to ~pringfield
and opened a select school. in whi0h be taught the
greater part of the time until his death in 1\Iay,
1871. He was one of the best educators of his day,
possessing a large degree of the enthusiasm which
spreads contagion among students, and the tact
necessary to present var.ious topics in a manner
suiterl to the varied mental capacities anrl needs of
those under his charge. His store of knowleiige
was broad and deep, and he was not content with
his early acquirements, but with progressive spirit
continued his rending and study, keeping up with
the times in history and science. Soon after coming to :Springfield, he was ordained Deacon of
Christ Episcopal Church, subsequently becoming
Priest, and for several years having charge of the
church . He was much respected, and many are
the loving remembrances whi<:h his name evokes.
It is not alone from his paternal ancestors that
the subject of this sketch derive~ his love of learning and other fine qua.lities. His mother, who bore
the maiden name of Laura Cooper, riossessed a
I:irigbt mind, and received as fine an education as
the status of woman in her girlhood would allow.
Reading and contact with cultured society added
to her acquirements, and her family cares were not
allowed to swallow up her mental activity . She
was born in Miclrlletown, Conn., heing a daughter
of Judge Samuel Cooper, and died at Suffolk, Va.,
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where she had gone for her health, in December,
1887. She reared three children: Elizabeth, Chandler, and Mary D. The latter marrier] the Rev.
Mr. Hooff, of Alexandria, Va., an Episcopal mimster now located at Detroit, Mich .
The gentleman with whose name this ~ketch is
introduced, was born in F ebruary, 1844, and was
not reared in idleness. He attended the city schools
one year, with that exception receiving his education at the han<ls of his fath er, and becoming ,q man
of high mental culture and extended knowledge.
In the intervals of study he found employment of
various kinds, among the occupations of his youth
being clerking and teaming.
The spirit which led his Puritan ancestors to
America, led young Robbins to devote his youthfnl strength to the Union cause, and in 1861, when
but seventeen years old, he became a member of
Company B, Eighty-sixth Ohio Infantry. After
serving f <•Ul' and a half months be was honorably
disL·harged, and returned to b.is home, whence he
again eulisted in 1863 in the Seventeenth Ohio, Battery. He serv£d four months with that hody, and
was then transfenerl to Company I, Eightieth
United States Colored Troops, with the commission
of Second Lieutenant. In this regiment he remained gallantly fulfilling his ciuties until 1866,
when the regiment was honorably discharged , and
he left the army with the brevet of Captaiu.
When discharged, the regiment was in Louisana,
and there 1\Ir. Robhins rented a plantatio'l which
he operated until his crops were destroyed by the
flood in 1867, when be returned to Springfield. lie
was engaged in various enterprises with fluctuating
success until 1873, when he went to New Mexico
to accept the position of civil engineer, an<_l assist
in the Government surveys of that Territory. In
1875 he was appointed United States Surveyor ani!
Astronomer, taking the contract to survey and define the boundary line between New 1\iexico and
Arizona, and lay ont the Mojave Indian Reservation. Remembering that Mt·. Robbins was but
thirty years old at this time, we see that he had
made excellent use of his opportunities, and that
his attainments and trustwot·thiness were recognized
by those in authority. His labors being completed
in 1876, he returned to Springfield, and in 1878
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bought a manufacturing plant known as the Lever
Wringer Company. In 1880 the buildings being
<lestroyerl hy fire, others were erected, the present
edifices of the est~thlishment being located beside
the Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati & Indianapolis
Railroarl track between Main and Florence Streets.
The business of the company has been lately extenrlerl, their specialty being gray iron castings.
Associated with Mr. Robbins in business, are J. A.
1\Iycrs & C. F . McGilvray.
The pleasant home of M•·. Robbins is presided
over by a lady who became his wife in 1877. She
was !mown in her maidenhood as Miss Meta l\1.
Hunt. is a native of Urbana, and a daughter of
1\Iaj. William Hunt. She is an educated, sympathizing, and altogeth~r charming woman in whom
the heart of her husband can safely trust. They
have two children living, name'l respectively , William H . and Douglas. Their fi•·st-born, a son Chandler, died nt the age of seven months. Mr. Robbins
is a stanch Republicau , and lie and his wife belong
to Christ Episcopal Church.
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L~EFFARD H. PURSELL, Manager of the

0. S. Kelly Company, at Springfield, has
been connected with this enterprise since
th~ year 1865, and is otherwise recognized as one
of 1ts most prominent citizens. He is well-to-<lo,
financially, and oc~upies an elegant brick residence
on West High Street, which, with its surroundings,
forms one of the attractive homes of the l"ity. Both
socially and in business circles he maintains an enviable position, and is contributing his quota to the
mnterial welfare of the city.
A native of New Yillage, Warren County, N.J.,
the subject of this notice was bolD January 15,
1842, and is the son of William and Mary (Hance)
Pursell, who were natives of Pennsylvania and
New Jersey, and who spent their last ye .. rs in Lancnster, Ohio. William Pursell was a blacksmith by
trade, and a manufacturer of wheat drills. He left
his native State in 1856, removing to Lancaster,
Ohi,, where he carried on the manufactme of
wheat drills and other implements up to the time
_

of his death. He was a native of Pennsylvania,
whence he removed to New .Jersey e'rly in life.
The wife anrl mother was born in the latte•· St"t",
anrl dierl <luring the sojourn of the family in Lancaster, Ohio. The household eonsisted of ten
children, five sons and five <laughters, of whom three
sons and two daughters are sLillliving, our subject
being the youngest son bom.
l\1r. Pursell, of this r.otice, acquired his erlucntion in the public schools, and also assisted his
father in the factory until the outbreak of the Civil
'Var. He then entered the Union Army ns a member of Company I, Seventeenth Ohio Infantry, his
regiment being under the command of Col. John
Ill. Connel, and tbe division commanded by Gen.
'fbomas. They joined the Army of the Cumber
land, and Mr. Pursell took part in many of the battles in which Lis regiment engaged, participating
in some of the most important of the war, namely:
Stone River, Chickamauga, Atlanta, and others of
lesser note. At Chickamaugua, Sunday, September 20, 1863, he was wounded, which disabled him
however only for a short tilue. In Oetober, 1864,
at the expiration of his term of enlistment he received an honorable clischa•·ge, and returned to his
home in Lancaster.
Desirous of a fm·ther knowledge of business
methons, Mr. Pu•·sell now repai1·ed to l'ittsl.mrg,
Pa., and took a full course in the Commercial College, from which he was graduaterl in 1865. In
Febmary, that year, he emigrated to Springfield,
this State, and entered the employ of McLennan &
Bro.,manufacturers of threshers, as hook-keeper, anrl
with them he remaine<l until tbe change of the
firm, and wns retained by their successors, McClennan, Cushman & Rinhart; Rinhart anct Ballard
were their succ~ssors, an<! he continued with the
latter as a juuior partner until 1882, when tney
sold out to the Springfield Eno-ine
& Thresher
0
Compuny; which afterward was chsngerl to the
0. S. Kelly Company·, which was organized in the
earl.r part of 1890, with Mr. Pursell as manager.
He is also a stockholder in the business which is
now confined to the manufacturing of threshers anrl
engines.
The subject of this notice ''"S joined in wedlock
with Miss Louisa Myers, in April, 1868, at the resi.
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dence of the bride's fatlter in Springfield. Mrs.
'Pursell is a native of Maryland, and the daughter
of Nimrod a nil Mary (Lushbaugh 1 Myers. Bhe
remained witlt her parents until her marriage, and
is now the mother of four children-Charles,
Harry, Estella anil lila bel.
Mr. Pursell spends very little time over politics,
a\tltougb keeping himself posted upon event of
general interest, and giving his support to the R epublican party. He is a member of Clark Lodge,
No. 101, F. & A. 111.; Palestine Commandery, No.
33, K. T.; and the Benevolent and Protective Order
of Elks, No. 51. He represented the Third Ward
in the city council one term . ThE family residence
is pleasantly loca'ed on West High Street.

OHN A. ROSS. One of the most valuable
farms of Jefferson Townsltip,Greene County,
is that which bas been under the management of Mr. Ross since 1877, and which has
now become a valuable piece of property and tlte
source of a handsome income. It is two hunt! red
anrl forty acres in extent and is pleasantly located.
Mr. Ross settled upon this fa.rm as early as 1848,
and later became the owner. He bas been more than
ordinarily successful as a tiller of the soil, an o<:cupation with which be has been fnmiliar since his
boyhood. About the time of reaching his majority,
he l0cated on this farm with his father and here be
has since maintained his residence.
Mr. Ross was born July 17, 1827, in Monroe
County, located in what is now West Virginia. Hi~
father, Robert Ross, was a native of Montgomery
County and horn near the line o~ the okl and new
St.ates. The paternal grandfather, John Ross, wo.s
a native of Ireland and of Scotch-Irish ancestry.
John Ross when a mere chili!, was orphaned by
the death of both parents and crossed the Atlantic
with an older brother and sister. They settled in
Tennessee where Grandfather Ross developed int0
manhood but removed to Montgomery County,Va.,
prior to reaching his majority. He was there married to a Miss McDonald, who was born and reared
in Virginia and was of ancestry similar to his own.
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They settled on a farm in that county and there
spent the remainde t· of their lives, rlying when ripe
in years. They were people remarkably kind anrl
hospitable and became widely and favorably known
throughout that region .
The father of our subject was one of the younget·
members of a large family and remained under tlte
parental roof until reaching manhood. Then going
into l\Ionroe County, W. Va., be was in due time
married to Miss Susannah Alexander. The latter ·
was born and reared in Monroe County and is the
daughter of Matthew Alexander who was of Irish
parentage and who lived for many years in Monroe
County, Va., spending there his last days. He
was married in Virginia to a Miss Black, and later
they settled in Monroe County, tuat State, and Mr.
Alexander followed farming the remainder of his
life. He and his wife died !\t the old farm when
quite aged. They were members of tuc Seceder's
Cbm ch.
Robert Ross ann his wife lived for some years
after their marriage at the farm belonging to his
wife's parents, where he followed agriculture and
also concl ucted a grist and saw mill. They became
owners of a farm which they livecl upon about ten
years. Then selling out his property in Monroe
County, the father started for Ohio with his family,
maldng the journey overland with teams. They
travcleil after the fashion of that day, camping and
cooking by the wayside and sleeping in their
wagons at night. They finally arrived at their
destination-.Jeffcrson Township, Greene Countywhere Mr. Ross took up land and began in true
pioneer style to cultivate the so il and builrl up a
home-Stead. By great inrlustry am\ perseverance
he in time provided his fam ily with all the comforts of modern life. He made for himself a good
record as a man and a citizen and departed hence
in 1877 at the aavanced age of eighty-four yenrs.
The wife and mother bad passed away ten } ears
prior to the decease of her husband, at the age of
sixty-fiv.e. Both were members of the Seceder's
Church. Mr. Ross in early life was an old line
Whig, hut later identified himself with the Democratic party whose principles he supported until b1s
death.
.Joun A. Ross of whom we write was the e ldP~t
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of the four sons born to 11is parcn ts, one of whom ,
James, died when twenty-four years old. William
and Thompson are both residents of Greene County.
l\ll'. Ross, religiously, follows in the footsteps of
his honored parents belonging to the Sece<le.rs'
Cnmeh and like 11is father, politically, he is a
stanch Democrat. A portrait of ~Ir . Ross is shown
on another page of this volume.

NDREW M. DUNN, proprietor of the
Fairfield l\Iills, is recognized as one of the
most intelligent and energetic men of
Greene County. He was horn in Locklanrl,
this State, August 22, 1839, anrl was taken tv Illinois by his parents when quite young, living there
until a hoy of seven years. They then returned
to Lockland, traveling by wagon over corduroy
roads and tl1rougb swamps, nndl\lr. Dunn remained
tbereafte•· a resident of his native place until the
outbreak of the Civil War. In the meantime he
commenced the hattie of life for 11imself at the age
of ten years, finding employment in a ll.ourmill
and becoming master of the business at which he
worked until a youth of eighteen.
In April, 1861, young Dunn entered the Union
Army as a member of Company G, Sixth Ohio Infantry, enlisting for three years and being mustered into the service at Camp Denison. He went
to Virginia with bis regiment and met the enemy
at Laurel Hill, Carrick's Ford and Ft. Donelson
and was continuously with his regiment, which was
the first to enter the city of Nashville. His company bad tile honor of taking the rebel ll.ag from
the court house and pla.cing in Its stead the stars
and stripes. One Captain Driver presented them
with a fine Federal ll.ag which be had hid in a
feather bed.
Subsequently Mr. Dunn fought at Shiloh, Perryville and Stone River. At the latter place his
brother was wounded and hn carried him a mile on
his back. They were then captured and Mr. Dunn
was permitted to care for his brother and succeeded
in saving 11is life. He exerted himself to be agreeable, m11king the coffee and soup for the soldiers

and gained the good will of the surgeon, whom be
induced to operate carefully on his brother with
satisfactory results. In twenty-four hours he was
rescued, anrl rejoining !Jis regiment participated
later in the battles of Chickamauga, and l\lission
Ridge, and went witl1 the command through
Georgia to Atlanta, soon nfter which his term of
enlistment expired. Returning then to Cincinnati, in June, 1864, he was mustered out and received his honorable discharge.
l\Ir. Dur,n experienced many hairhrearlt11 escapes, his clothes at Stone River being pierced by
bullets, hut he returned unharmed to his old 11aunts.
At Lockland he resumed the miller's trarle and af.
terward became fo•·eman of his uncle's paper-mill
where he 1cmained until February, 1866. His next
venture was the purchase. of his present mdl, which
he bought from James l\f. Brannum, which wa•
greatly out of repair and barl not been regularly
operaterl for some time. He effecterl many improvem ents , put everything in good shape and
prosecuted a successful business unt1l 1884, when
he enlarged his facilities by putting in the roller
process. As water had become too scarce to operate it to good advantage, in 1887 he arld"d more
mllers and put in steam power. The mill has now
a capacity of fifty barrels per clay anrl is patronized by the people all over this section of the
country.
l\Ir. Dunn was married in Fairfielrl, December 31,
1866 to Miss l\Iary Scudrler. She was born in Fairfield, July 31, 1847, and is the daughter of William
Scurldcr a native of New York State and a saddler by trarle. l\'h·. Scudder in early life remove<!
to New Jersey and thence to Fairfielrl, this State,
where be occupied himself at sadrllery anrl harnessmaking, doing a large and lucrative business. He
finally retired upon a competency, and is now living with our subject, being seventy-seven years
old. He was, during his younger years, a prominent man in the community and for a quarter of
a century, officiatecl as the Postmast~r of Fairfidd.
Tbe mother of Mrs. Dunn bore the maiden
name of Sarah M. Hart. Sl1e was born in New
Jersey and died in Fairfield New Year's day, 1885.
To her and her husband there were born five chilclren, three girls and two boys. The brothers and
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sisters of l\Irs. Dunn are named as follows: Sarah
C. married Noah Sipes and lives in Yellow Springs;
Ralph H. lives in Atchi8on, Kan. ; Lewis is a ciga•·
maker of Springfield, Oh.io; 1\frs. Dunn , the wife of
our sn!Jject, and Lillie 1\I.,w ho married Grover Beaton ancl lives in Fou!ltain City, Incl. Mr. and Mrs.
Dunn are the parents of two cbil+lren only,the elclest
of whom , a son, Walter, is a very bright and
promiMing young man, possessing decided ability
as an artist, making a specialty of ernyo·n portraits.
He is also a fiue penman. H e was graduated from
the Fairfield High Scho!•l anrl learned the miller's
trade of his father . Carrie, tbe <laughter, remains
at home with her pnrents.
Mr. Dunn's mill property comprises two and
one-half acres of ground ani! the mill .as it n.ow
stands wi'h the improvements he has made, is val n!Jle property. He has a fine residen ce adjacent
an!l ~irs. Dunn is also the owner of two residences
in Fairfield . Pulitieally, 1\lr. Dunn vutes the
straigilt Repu!J!ir:an _ticket and has been quite
promin e nt in party politics, officiating as a delegate
to the SLate anrl county conventions anrl filling
other positions of trust·and responsibility. He bas
been a member of the School Board of his district
six years. He belongs to the Granrl Army of the
Republic at Fairfielil, in which be is Qunrtermaste•·,
also the Independent Orner of OdJ Fellows at
:Mad River. His rdigious views coincid e wiLh the
doctrines of the 1\iethoilist Episcopal Church in
which he is one of the pillars, being a Trustee, Chorister anrl Superintendent of the Sunday School. He
contl'ibutes liberally to the support of the society
and rtndered substantial ai5! in the erection of the
church bnilrling. He bas also been sent as a delegate to the Annual Conference.
The subject of our sketch is the offspring of a
fine family, tile son of Elnathan ~nd Nancy(Fl'iend)
Dunn, who were natins of Ohio, both boru in
Hamilton County. The paternal grandfather, l3ar ·
acha Dunn, was a native of Nova S<•otia, whence
he removed to New Jersey early in life, where he
followed liis trade of a shoemaker anrl also engaged
in farming. In lSOl he emig•·atcrl to Ohio, settlmg in Hamilton County with the Lungworths and
when Cmcinnati was a mere hamlet.. He put up
one of the first shoe shops in the place anrl while
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working ~t his trade invested his capital in lands
ncar which afterward grew up the town of Lockland. "Old ~ick" Longworth finally got the better of him so that he lost u large amount of property. He prosecuted farming however, and also
engagcrl· in milling. He lived to a ripe olrl age,
spending his last days at Loeklanil. He serve+! in
th e War of 1812 a nrl in religio us belief, arlbered to
the doctrin es of tlie Baptist Chu rch.
The paternal g •·eat-grandfatlicr of on•· subject
was George Dunn , a native of Ireland, who crossed
the Atlantic in Colonial times and settled in Nova
Scotia. He occupied himself as a fisherman nlong at
the coast, both at the time and after his removal
to New Jersey. .'l'l•e father of our subject learned
the trarle of a millwright at which he became skillful and successful. He engageil in hnilrling mills
in bis native State until 1839, when !Je emigrated
to lllinoiR, ann in Sangamon County, put up anumber of mills, along the Salt River. In 1846 he returned to Cincinnati, where he worker! at his trade
until the ouLhreak of the Civil War. He then ente•·cd
the service at th e age of fifty-nine years, becoming a mem her of the famous pioneer regiment which
was mostly e ngagerl in repairing and construction.
He was finally obl iged to return borne on accouni
of illness. He lived, however, until 1875, dying
in the faith of the !llethudist Church nnrl was a
stanr:h supporter of the Republican party.
The mothe,· of our subject, a la+ly of more than
ordinary intelligence nnd great worth, was the
rlaughter of Charles H. Fl'ienrl, a native of Virginia, a graduate of one of its best colleges and a
genuine offshoot of the F . F. V's. After leaving
college be followed th e profes,ion of a teacher and
he was also a shoemaker by tra+le. He tinnily went
to Canada where he married into the Schroetz family, who were of German d escent. He was conscripted into the British army and corn pelled to
fight the Americans. After the war. returning to
tbe States he settled at Fulton, a sublll'b of Cincinnati and engagerl for a number of years in the
shoe business. Finally removing to Charleston,
this State, he est11blished a paper-mill in which the
machinery waE fi1·st opernterl hy hnnrl power. Later
in life he removerl to Lo~kland where he spent the
remainrler of his dayti. He was a Republican in

li26

PORTRAIT AND lHOGRAPHl\JAL ALBUM.
·- - -- --

-·

politics, and a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Clmrch. Mrs. Nancy :Friend) Dunn is still living,
making ller home at Lockland and is now sixtyeight years old. One of her brothers, C. w·. Friend,
an cady settler of Locklaucl, was a pape r . maker by
trade, very enter pri sing and succcssfnl and was
l:u·gely instrumental in the building up of the town.
During liHl Civil War he served o.s a LieutenantColonel in th e Seventy-fi fth Ohio Infantry. He
left a large estate at his death, which occurred in
1882. Another btothe•·, George Friend , was the
leading paper-maker of the west, and was likewise
promine11t in the growth of L ockland, being in no
w:~y behind his brother in enterprise nod perseveran<·e. He died in Locklaud in March, 18>,9.
To th e parents of our su '.Jject there were born
t he follJwing children, of whom Andrew 1\I. was
the eldest. George F . is superintendent of the
Detroit Su lphi te Fiber Co. of Detroit, which ope r:.tes upon a capital of $10,000,000. Silas S. is in
the !lax business at Circleville, Dak.; John W. is a
member of the firm of Laidlow. Dunn & Co., pump
manufacturers of Cincinnati ; Ellzabetb , Mrs. Wigle,
resides in Kingsville, Canada; Annie is a resident of
Detroit, M1C'h. Silas, dul'ing the Civil 'Var served
in the same regimen t as our subject and the same
length of time, George serving with his father
in the pioneer regiment. Silas was shot throu,sb
botll thighs at Stone River a::d was carri ed by his
brother, And1·ew M., a mile to the field hospital.
He recovered in due time su ffici ently to be retaine<l in tlu· invalid corps, a ni! remained in the
:u·my until th e close of the war.

~_l:lf
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W. JANUARY. The-farming element of Greene County finds a worthy representative in t.l1e gentleman above named,
wh ose home, is in ~ilver Creek Township, south of
Jamestown. He is now quite advanced iu years,
hav ing been b<'rn June 13, 1810, an d is spending
his declining years in merited repose, after a long
and busy life. The farm which he now occupies,
bas been his home since . 1866, ani! is a valuable
piece of property which bas been carefully and in-

telligently managed, and supplied with a full line
of buildings and other improvements.
The birth of our su bje~t took p!ace in Adams
County, whence his parents removed to Highland
County when he was very young, and to Greene
County in 1 820,h~ being tb en about ten ye~trs of ag~.
Here he was rearerl and engaged in farm pursuits,
carrying on a successful caree r within tbe borders of
!:iii ver Creek Township, and wbile pursuing the
eVL'll tenor of his wa_v, securing a Uigh rle~ree of

respect from all to whoru be is known . Although
no~ an office seeker, he has held the minor offices,
discharging thei r duties faithfully and crerlitably.
Since he became a voter, his support has been given
to Whig, the Abolition, and tbe Repuhli~an parties.
In Buckingham County, Va., he of whom we
write was united in m~rriage with Mary i:i. Garnett,
a native of that cou nty, who was well reared by
worthy parents, an d was a noble sp.,cimen of Christian womanhood . . Her parents, Armsted and Johanna V. (Cook) Garnett, lived and dierl in that
county, where her father was engaged in agl'icul·
tural pu rsuits.
They were slaveholders, :md in
excellent financial circumstances. They live<! to
be quite aged . Their daughte1·, Mrs. January , remained with them until her marriage, w!len she
came to Ohio ant! assisted her husband to build up
their home, being bis cherisherl companion until
Octobe1· 13, J 888, when she was called hence. She
h~rl reached the a llotted age of man, ba ving been
born in 1818. She was a member of t!Je Baptist
Church, and was well beloved not only by her immediate family circle, but by many acquaintances.
To Mr. and Mrs .•January three sons were born,
of whom we note the following: Robert P ., who
occupies the homestead, married Miss 1\Iaggie C.
Smith, of this county; Janoes !II. is also married, and occupies a f·u m near Sabina, Clinton
County, Ohio; William L. is a successful attomey
. in Detroit, Mich. , his wife being Miss Carrie Broker,
who like himself, was educated in Aun Arbo•·,
Mich .
Robert January, the fathe•· of our subject, was
born in the Blue Grass State, but came to Adams
County, Ohio, late in the seventeenth or early in
the eighteenth century. There be was married to
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Mary Wadman, who was born in Somerset-hire,
Englancl, and ca me with her parents to the United
States, when a miss of fourteen years. The family landed in Virginia, but subsequ ently came to
A Clams County, Ohio, where she became of age nnd '
married. In 1808, Robert January enlisted under
Capt. Kincaid, of Adams County , and Col. Trimble, ex-Governor, becoming a member of Gen.
Harrison's army , and serving about a year, when
he was discharged . He re-enlisted and remained
in the ranks until peace was declared in 1815. Although he took part in many active enga~ements,
be escaped unhurt. After the war he removed
with his family to Highland County, and a few
years later to Greene County, where he and hi s
wife spent the remainder of their lives, dying in
bilver Creek Township, when about three-score
years. of age. Their family included three sons and
seven daughters. our subject heing· the first-born,
nnrl RJI but two being alive at this writing. Both
parents were active membe1·s, of the Christian
Church , and instilled into the hearts of their children upright principles of conduct. In politics,
Robert January was " ·whig. James January,
grandfather of George vV ..January, WHS born near
LPxington, Ky .. and was engnged in the battle of
Blue Lick, Ky. , against the Indians led by the
notorious renegade Simon Girty, and was defeated
by the same.

ii-=HOl\IAS W. STRETCHER. In noting the
early pioneers of . Cedarville Township,
~ Greene County, he with whose name we
introduce this biographical outlin e can by no means
be properly omitted from the list. He is the son
of Thomas an<l Ann J. (Warner) Stretcher, and
was born next door to the ol<l Walnut Street Theatre, Philadelphia, September 19, 1811. He lived
there with his parents until the fall of 1832, in the
meantime learning the tmde of a g ilder and decorator. Having now reached his majvrity he, with
his brother Joseph, sought the West, and made
Hillsboro, Ohio; his stopping place. He went to
Cincmnati, and for a year thereafter followed his
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t1·ade there. Then being thrown out of employment by the burning of the shop, he repairen to
Dayton, ann for five years thereafter was in the
employ of a Mr. Hat field . Afterward he returned
to Cincinnati.
In the spring of 1835 Mr. Stretcher was joined
in wedlock with Miss Mary Warner, who becam e
the mother of fonr children, and died in April,
1868, at th eir home in Cedarville Township. His
eldest son, '\Tilson, is married nnd lives on an adjoi•ing fa rm; he has one child. Alonzo Clarence is
attending Antioch College at Yellow Springs; Abner was married, but his wife died leaving three
children-Clinton M. , Carl and Lama E. Mary
A. is the wife of Parker P. Fisher, and they live
in Clinton County; Theodore is married and living in Springfield; he hns one child , a daughte1·,
Anna.
Mr. Stretcher, in 1872, contracted a second marriage, with Mrs. Lavina (Gill) Baker, widow of
Miller 'Baker, who died in Clark County, Ohio. and
they becqme the parents of two children. Rowena
A. was manied to James B. Cross, who was killed
in Resaca, Ga.; they hail two children-Ada and
Della. She was then married to D1·. Holmes, and
there was born to them one <:hild. 1\Irs. Holmes <lie<I
on Thanksgiving Day , 1888. The eldest daughter, Ana B., married Charles E. Begget, a grnin
dealer of Paris, Ill.; Della C. is the wife of George
E. Sperry, ·a <iry-goods merchant of Hamilton ,
N.Y . ; they have two children-James Edgar and
Blanche. J. Clarence Holmes is now a resident of
Roston, Mass., being employed as a book-keepe1· in
in the large shoe fi•·m of Adolph lllyers & Co .
.James G. Baker, the son of Mrs. St•·ett-her, died in
1879, leaving a wife and four cbilrlren; Clinton
died in Springfield, Ohio ; Malcolm M. is a resinent
of Tacoma, Wash ., where he works at his trade of
a printer for *100 per month; Homer C. is learning the trade of a printer with his brother l\Ial coltn; Harriet E. lives with her moth er,. lllrs. Elizabeth Baku, in Springfield, and is attending school.
Of this marriage of Mr. Stretcher there were born
no children. Carl Stretcher makes his home with
th em.
John Gill, the father of Mrs . Stretcher, participated in the War of 1812, and witnessed Hull's
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snfl"ender. He marrier! :IIiss Elizabeth, daughter
lady who bad been a great singer, came anrl sat on
of Richard and Ann (Gregory) Bloxom, who came
the side of his bed and sang for him. Mr. Stretcher
has a <:lock over one !Junrlred years old, anrl which
from England. The paternal granrlparents of Mrs.
was purchased in Philadelphia by the mother of
Stret~ber were James anrl 1\Iartba (McWilliams)
Gill, the latter of whom wa~ a sister of a soldier in • his first wife. Another relic is a fifty-shilling
the Revolutionary War. The Gills were Irish and
piece, which was used in the reign of King George
the McWilliams of Scotch rlescent.
III, in 1773. On one side is inscribed the words
•·to counterfeit is death." Mr. Stretcher when a
When Mr. Stretcher went to Dayton, upon the
occasion heretofore mentioned, the only hotel in
young man took a ride on the fi•·st railroad train
the place was a log house. In 1841 he pnrcha3erl
which went out from Philadelphia to Germantown.
one hundr~d an<l forty-three acres of land where
lt will thus be seen that he is a man of large experl:e now lives, and which he has brought to a fine
ience, and has kept his eyes open to what was going
state of cultivation. There was then upon it only
on around him in the world. He cast his first
a small log cabin, which they occupied for many
Presidential vote for John Quincy Adams, remainyears. !\Irs. Stretcher can n member.when visiting
ing with the old Whig party until its aban<lonment,
there before her m"trriage to her present bnsband,
anrl has since been a cordial supporter of Repubhearing the rain patter on the clapboard roof.
lican principles.
The lloor of the cabin was of puncheon.
1\ir. Stretcher during his younger years waa a
mechanic and artist of no mean skill, aud has some
fine specimens of his work, inclurling a couple of
fruit pieces done in water colors, anrl an ornamenHOMAS SHARP, of Springfield, is so foi·ttal carved letter box. Among other relics which
nnate as to possess abundant means which
he carefully preserves is a badge which he freenables him to travel extensively and in
quently wears, and which be calls his "cosmopolitan
other ways make profitable use of his leisure, and
badge," symbolizing the civilization of the whole
the fortune which be acquired during the years of
world, and uniting all nations and all churches. The
energetic business life. He is an interesting condesign is two disks, two and one-half inches in
versationalist, having observed keenly and read
diameter, an eight-pointed star in n circle fastened
much, and both profit and pleasure may be derived
together with a wire around the rim. The whole
from an hour spent in his society. He is a native
is composed of silver, and was plowed up by one of
of Cincinnati, born April 28, 181!, and is one of
his hirert hands on the farm. It is undoubtedly of
eight children belonging to the parental family.
Indian origin, and si,-uilar to those fre<Juently seen
His brothers and sisters are: Mrs. Hester Ackerin pictures as a decoration of the wild savage. Mr.
man, Mrs. Elizabeth Hopper, Mrs. l\1nry Hopper,
Stretcher paid his man twenty-five cents for it, and
l\Iathias, John, Morris and James.
fastening through it a red, white anrl blue ribbon
The ancestral name was Sharpen stein, and the
wears it upon all oceasions. He maintains that tile
family were formerly residents of Holland. The
sixteen points are designed to extend to the four
first of tile name to come to America crossed the
qt~a•·ters of the globe, and the tri-colors are typical
Atlantic in the third or fourth vessel that landed
of the unity of all nations-thus the name, cosat New Amstel'<lam, and John Sharpenstein, the
mopolitan badge.
gmndfathcr of OUI' subject, is believed to have been
Educate<! in the doctrines of the Quake•· faith
born in the metropolis. He removed to Bergen
Mr. Stretcher held to tbese during his earlr years,
County, N. J ., in Colonial times, and there prosebut i~ now n pronounced spiritualist, a merlium. and
cuted his business of ship. building, residing there
has often ialked with his spirit friends , they someur.til his death. There Morris Sharpenstein, the
times shaking him by the shoulder ann waking him
fatber of our subject, was born, and lived until
at ni,!!ht.. Upon one occasion a cousin, a young
1Hl2. He serverl three years in the Revolutionary
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War, receiving f01· his services a land warrant for
one thousand acres. After the war he carried on
the business of ship-building in his native county,
until the year above mentioned, when be determined ·to remove to Ohio.
Accompanied by his wife, seven children and
two sons-in-law,Morris Sharpenstein turned his face
Westward. The removal was made with three large
Pennsylvania wagons, each drawn by four h01·ses,
the journey being through a wilderness in a portion
of which the travelers bad to cut their road. With
his land warrant Mr. i:iharpenstein secured one
thousand acres of ti~ber land in Hamilton County,
aud there began his labors ns a pioneer of Anderson Township. He first built a small house of
round logs, but soon afterward erected a more
commodious dwelling of hewn logs. At the time
of his death, in 1821 , he was preparing to build a
brick dwelling. His wife, who survived him for
twenty-five years, bore the maiden nnme of Elizabeth Stagg.
'fhe subject of this sketch was bnt six years old
when his father died , hnt he continued to reside
on the home farm, attending th e pioneer schools of
the county. The temple of learning was a log
schoolhouse, which was heated by n fireplace and
supplied wit!J home made furniture , the benches
being made of slabs with common woode n pins for
legs. When sixteen years old, the lad went to Cincinnati,and e~tering the store of his brothers, John
and James. remained in their employ until twentyone years of age, learning book-keeping, and all
the details of mercantile business. I-Ie then en.
gaged in the dry goods trade on his own account,
hi s store heing located on Market Str·eet, this being
before Pearl Street was laid out. For some years
he carried on the r·etail business, nnd then embarked
as a wholesale dealer on Walnut Street, continuing
in that branch of the dry-goods trade until his removal to Springfield.
Mr. Sharp (by whom and his brothers the family
name was shortened to its present dimensions) bad
fr~quently visited and passed tl!rough Springfield,
where his attention had been attr><cted by a certain
piece of property. He told a fri end to let him
know if it was ever for sale. One day, in 1868, !Je
received a telegram from this friend, informing
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him that th e place was for sale, and be at once
came to this city and purchased it. It is a country
residence in the city, the dwelling being sur.
rounrlcd by large grounds, adorned with a grove
of oak trees, and occupying a rise of ground sufficiently high to command a view, not only of the
city, but of the surrounding country. The dwelling is a commodious brick structu re , home-like in
its appearance, and furnished with every comfort
and the adornments which the taste of the occupants
has made il esirnble.
For nearly fifty year·s the joys and sormws of
life which have befallen Mr. Sharp, were shared by
a devoted wife. The rites of wedlock were celebrated between them in l\Iarch, 1836, the bride
having beerr known as Miss Eliza J . Wood. She
was born in the Empire State, and was ~ daughter
of Ebenezer Wood, one of tl!e pioneers of Cincinnati. She died in 1884, anil her remains are inten·ed in Ferncliff. The only chi ld of Mr. and
Mrs. Sharp died in infancy. Mr. Sharp has been
a member of the Methodist Chnrch since early
youth, and is now connected with the society worshippin g on High Street.

OHN D . STEELE, A.R., A.M., Secretary of
the Hooven & Allison Cordage Company at
Xenia, is a son of David Steele, of this
county, .~nd the granrlson of John Steele,
one of the earl.v pioneers of Southern Ohio. He
wns born in Beaver· Creek Township, this county,
November 4,1855. Here be grew to maturcyears
and acquired a good education, completing the
cou rse at the Union School in Xenia, frnm which be
was graduated in the class of '72 . Subsequently
he was gradnated from the University of Wooster,
Ohio, with the degree of A. B .
The business career of Mr. Steele commence<! in
the office of his uncle, J. H. Harbine, a grain
dcalet· of Xenia, and with whom be remained until
1881. That year he became a mem bet· of the firm
of Eavey & Co., wholesale grocers, disposing of
bis interests in the business in ,July 1889, when he
became connected with the Hooven & Allison Cor-
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dage Company. further details of which will be
found on another page of this work. He attends
strict.ly to business during business hours, and evidently has before him a successful career. He
votes the straight Republican ticket, is a Royal
Arch Mason, and a memuer in good standing of
the Reformed Church.
In ·conne<:tion with the interests already mentioned, Mr. Steele holds the office of Vice-President
of the Xenia National 'Bank, is a member of the pork
packing firm of Millen, i-Iarhine& Co., and is also a
member of the wholesale grocery firm of Steele,
Hopkins & Meradith, at Springfield, who succeeded
to the busine~s of B. F . Funk & Co., i!! May, 1889.
He is also a stockholdt•r of the Xenia Gas Company. His business integrity is unquestioned, and
be holds a good position in the social circles of
Xenia and vicinity.
David Steele, the father of our subject, during
the Civil War enlisted, about Ul61, in the Tuird
Iowa Infantry, but on accotmt of ill-health was
soon afterward obligerl to accept his bonvrable discharge. He then rctnmed to Xenia, an<l · having
somewhat recovered was not content to rest at
home while his countt·y needed the assistance of
every patriotic son. He accordingly re-enlisted,
and raiserl Company E, Ninety-fourth Ohio Infantry. He was presented with a Captain's commission , anrl going to the front witb his cornma.tH],

fell mortally wounded at the· battle of Stone River
iu January, 1863. He lingered for a time after
being wounrled, and his remains were laid to rest
at Beaver Creek Cemetery, Alpha, Ouio. The
mother of our subject bore the maiden name of
Mary Hat·bine, dauglltet· of John Harbine, who
wn.s the first representati,·e of that name in this
county.
John Harbine was bom in Washington County,
Mrl., January 17, 1804, and lived there until coming to this county, in 1828. He was married in
Lancaster County, Pa., August 21, 1827, to Miss
llester Herr, and not long afterward started with
his young wife fot· tlleir new hom e. They rlrove
through in a carriage, 'lncl Granrlfather Harbine
bought the court-house in Beaver Creek Township,
together with a tract of Janel. Th~y movl'd into
the dwelling thus ob~ained, and the husband occu-

pier! himself as a miller, having likewise purchased
the mill wbicll stood on the property, and which
was the first stmctme of the kind in this county.
The first t!our which he manufactured was called
the Alpha Brand, from the first letter of the Greek
alphabet. From this the post office was also named
when first established.
Mr. Harbine continued milling for some years,
anrl finally built extensive oil, t!our and woole~
mills, togethet· with a store, and became largely
interested in the grain trade at Xenia. He also
had two mills on the Miami River, where was
erected the first cotton factory in tllis part of the
country. 1\fr. Harbine became one of the leading
men of this section, and was largely interested in
the devclopmeut of the turnpike system, besides
being instrumental in se<:uring the building of the
Little Miami road. He was warmly interested in
the ~stablishment anrl maintenance of schools, and
labored to bring about the teaching of Greek, Latin
and mathemati.cs in the common schools. Politically, he was in the early days a stanch Whig, and
latet· gave his support to the Republican party.
Religiously, he was a prominent member of the
Reformed Cltmch.
To Gran<lfaLlter Harbine anrl his estimable wife
there was born a family of eight rhildt·en, all of
whom grew to mature years-Daniel R; Jacob H.
is a resirleut of Beaver Creek Township; 1\Iary E.,
mother of our subject, was the third Jlhild; Hattie
M. is the wife of the Hon. John l\Iiller, and they
occupy tlte old homestead ; Sarah J. married Dr.
William Hagenbaugh; Anna C. is the wife of
George Smith; J. Thr>mas; and B. F. is deceased.
Grandfatlter John Harbine departed this life at
tbe homestead in Xenia Township, June 8, 1873.
He was fond of travel and a polished gentleman.
The Harbine family were of old Hugueuotstock,
and the early ance8tors were driven from their
native France to lands where they might worship
accorrling to the dictates of their own conscience.
In this manner three families of that name left
their native land about Llte year 1700. One family
settled in Algiers, where a small town now bears
their name. The other two came to America, oue
settling in West Virginia and tile other in Berks
County, Pa. Grandfather Haruine's great-great-

POR'I;RAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.
grandfather, Peter Harbine, took his family , and
with numerous other Huguenots fled to Switzerland first, but they too finally left for America.
During the voyage a son was born, Peter, Jr., who
was tbe great-grandfather of John. His grandfathet· was Adam and his father was Daniel, the
latter of whom was born in Berks County, Pa.
In 1749 Peter Harbine purchased a tract of land
from Thomas and Richard Penn, in the then Province of Pennsylvania. This land still remains in
the family, who have in their possession the ole!
deed given by the Penns; and the old stone house
and barn built over a century ago still , in point of
solidity and strength, rival many modern farm
houses and barns in the Keystone State. Grandfather John Harbine pmsec:uted his education at
Clear Springs, Md., to which place his father had
removed , and completed it at an academy in Pennsylvania.

OHN S. ALEXANDER. Among the portraits of represeutative and prominent citizens of Greene County, we. are pleased to
direct the attention of the reader to one of
1\IJ'. Alexander, which appears on the opposite page.
It perpetuates the lineaments of one who, a native
bo1 n citizeu of the county, has worked by dint of
untiring industry and unflagging persistence from
poverty to a position of comfort. His farm and
the old homestead of his father lie about threequ~rters of a mile apart and the former is three
nnd one-half miles from the city limits. A Democt·at in politics, Mr. Alexander, while keeping himself well posted upon the leading topics of the day,
has never sought political honors and, with the exception of representing his township in the County
Board of Supervisors, has lived the quiet Hfe of a
citizen.
Corning of worthy lineage, the subject of this
notice is the son of John Alexander, whose n01me
can by no means properly be omitted from the list
of pioneer settlers of Greene County, he having
come to this region as early as 1806. He is a veteran of the War of 1812 and fuught the Indians in
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the northern part of Ohio. His father purchased
Janel in Xenia Township, Greene County. John
Alexander was a carpenter and a cabinet-maker and
rnanufacturecl coffins, besides other articles in that
line. He died at his homestead in Xenia Township,
January 30, 1865.
The mother of our subject bore the maiden name
of Rebecca Hook. She was a native of Virginia
and the sister of Charles Hook, who was one of the
early pioneers of this county and who for many
years prosecuted farming in Xenia Township. The
parental family included eight children, five sons
and three daughters: Ma'tbew, the eldest born, is
sti ll a resident of this county; Mary, now Mrs. 1:;.
M. Drake, lives in Califorqia; Jan:.es is a resident
of Iowa; John, Isabella and George are residents
of this county; Charles served in the Union Army
during the Civil War and died in Nashville, Tenn.;
Josephine is living with her brother, Mathew, in
this county. Mrs. Rebecca (Hook) Alexander
departed this life at the homestead in 1866. Both
she and her husband was connected with the United
Presbyterian Church and the father, politically, was
a stanch Democrat.
In Greene County, this State, January 6, 1831,
John 1:;, Alexander was born and spent his early
years under the parental roof, becoming familiar
with farming. He attended the distl'iot school
three m0nths in the year and the balance of the
time worked for his father on the farm until twentyone years old. In 1873 he purchased his present
farm then consisting of one hundred and two acres.
Later he added sixty-six acres and now has a fine
property, the accumulation of hard labor and close
economy. l~esidts this, he bas one hundred and
sixty acres in Henry County, Ohio, that also being
choice farming land. He has substantial modern
improvements, including a stock scale house, put
up in 1885, since which time be has made a specialty
of Short-horn cattle, sheep and mixed Poland-China
and Chester-White swine. He is able to exhibit
some fine specimens of Norman and thorough-bred
horses of the Tom Ross stock, and is numbered
urnong the prominent and successful breeders of
fine stock in the county.
A steadfast adherent of the improvement of tbe
county, a faithful worker in developing its re-
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sources, he has conscicn tiously performed evet-y
known duty as an lwnest man and a citizen, witll
the solitary exception tllat lie still remains a bachelor. He has many warm friends, who recognize
in him qualities which contribute to stalwart manhood, while his insight into men and tllings, his
comprehensive views of business matters, and his
keen judgment, have caused his ad vice to be sought
for and followed by his fellow-men.

__

.....~~-----

LLE::\' H. l'>'IIARS, a leading farmer and
stuck-raiser of Spring Valley Township.,
Greene County, has contributed his full
quota toward its growth and development.
He is a native of the Buckeye State and was born
in Union Township, Clinton County, April 21,
1828. He is a son of Samuel and Hannah (Haines)
Minrs, the former of whom , it is supposed, was a
native of Hampshire County, Va., and born October 29, 1799. The mother was horn in Clinton
County, this State, about 1803.
Samuel Miars, in 1812, was brought by his parents to this State, they stoppin~ fot· a short time
at Wilmmgton. Thence they removed to Union
Township, Clinton County, where the father spent
the remainder of his life, dying in April, 1875. He
was first a Whig and then a Repnblican, and became a noted breeder of Short-horn cattle. He was
prospered, financially, and accumulated somewhere
in the neighborhood of nine bun clred acres of land.
The parental family consisted of six children, viz:
Allen H ., our subject; Mary Jane, the wife of
William F. Oglesby, of Clinton County; Isaac, also
a resident of that county; John l'>'I., of Sedgwick
County, Kan.; Martin M., of Clinton County, this
State; and Louisa, the wife of Alfred McKay, of
Wilmington.
The paternal grandfather of our subject was
Martin Miars, a native of Virginia, and who married Miss Jane Summers. Their children were
named respectively: DaYid, John, Samuel, Maitin,
Jacob, Elizabeth, Polly an<.! James. All were married and reared families, an<! all lived to he over
fifty years old . Grandfather Minrs made the jour-

ney from the Old Dominion in wagons, and after
settling in Clin ton County occupied himself as a
blacksmith and accumu lated two hundred acres of
land. He died about 1844, having survived his
wife a number of years. The Miars family originated in Germany.
The mother of out· subject only survived her
husband twelve days. She was a daughter of
Jacob and Mary (Leonard) Haines, who came to
Ohio from North Carolinn. about 1800, settling
near what is now known as Center Church, in Clinton County. Their children wet·e named respectively: Jonathan, Isaac, Joshua, Zimri, Lydia,
Hannah and Abigail.
The subject of this notice was reared and educated in his native cou llty and remained a member of the parental household until thirty-two
years old. In the meantime he was married, March
7, 1859, to Miss Mary M., daughter of Jonas and
Prudence (Smalley) Stump. The parents of Mrs.
Miars were natives of Virginia and Ohio respectively, and located in Spring Valley Township in
the pioneer days. They are now living, at an advanced age, in Spring Valley. Of this union there
was born one child only, a son, L. Fremont. After
theit· marriage Mr. and Mrs. Miars located on a
farm near Wilmington, wh~re they lived until
1882. That year they removed to their present
farm near Barrett's Mills, where they have two
hundred and seventy-six acres of land, and also
thirty-eight acres which belong to Mrs. Miars.
This forms one of the finest estates on the Little
Miami Bottom . i\Ir. Miars is looked upon as a
good citizen and is a liberal contributor to the
churches and other worthy institutions. He is a
Rcpu blican in politics.

n

ARY E. GARD, widow of the late Silas H .
Gard, has been a life-long resident of Clark
?ou.nty, and hru: witnessed .and partici~J~ted
m Its growth m all that IS to-day VISible
of . material prosperity or high civilization. Although her early educational privileges were de-
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cidedly inferior to those bestowed upon the rising
generation, she made good use of what she had and
during her matu1·e years has read and observed
so as to add to her _store of knowledge. In the
school of pioneer life she learned those practical
lessons and firm principles which make her honored
aod useful in her day and generation, anrl bestow
upon her the pleasing consciousness of duties done.
The history of tho. progenitors of our subject is
not devoid of interest. Her grandfather, William
Ross, was born in Kentucky and was stolen by the
Indians when quite small, and preparations were
l>cingmnde to burn him when he was bought from
his captors by an old French trader. He came to
Clark Coun ty in 1798, took up three sections of
land in what is now German Township, and toiled
aud suffered among the frontien.men whose scattered
homes gave but little promise of the present population. His home was thrown open to the people
for worship whenever Mctho<1ist ministers came to
the neighhorhood, there heing no church here. Mr.
!toss assisted in building the tirst church put up l>y
1.hnt denomination, it being one and a halt miles
nor \ h of Tremont City,of logs, and erected in 1820.
In the family of the pioneer Mr. Ross was a son
l't·e,;ley who was born in this county and who marrico! Deborah Wallace, a native of Kentucky, who
cum~ to this section when a young lady.
This
worthy couple became the parents of a daughter
whom they christened Mary E. She was born January 12, 1825, grew to maturity with the usual
privileges of the subscription and later of the public schools of Tremont City, and the home influences 9f the day in a family of respectability.
Among tho early settlers of tliis county were
Gersham and :Mary Gard, whose son Silas H. was
horn in German Township, April 14, 1818. Here
he grew to man's estate, acquiring such n store of
knowledge as coulrl he obtained in the schools of
tbe time and a thorough understanding of fat·m
work. During his entire life he kept up the habit
of reading that bad given to him an extended
knowledge of general topics and the world's prog1·ess, and ever manifested a deep interest in the
welfare of human ity. He was a man of strong convictions, high aims, and hospitable and benevolent.
natm·e. Jn the temperance field he labored ex"tcn
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sively, while in the work of the Lord be was zealous and efficient. In 1842 be united with the Methbodist J<;piscopal Church and served as a Trustee,
also acting as Superintendent of the Sunday-school
for several years. After having bceu a Republican
for a number of y~ars be became identified with
the Prohibition party. Although frequently solicited to accept offices of trust he preferred tbe
quietude of his home life. He was a member of
the Masonic fraternity.
On February 2, 1843, Silas H. Gar<l and Mary
E. Ross were united in marriage. Beginning his
wedded life with a capital of about $500, Mr. Gard,
hy a life <.>f persevering industry and the use of excellent business qualities, accumulated a large
estate of valuable land . During the later years of
his life he and his companion spent considerable
time in travel and visiting friends in vtLrious localities, partly as a means of enjoyment and partly
as a measure of benefit to his health. On Novem.
ber 19, 1884, he was culled hence, his death removing fl"Om his fellow-men one who had been respected
by all who knew him. His widow still cootittUcs
to reside on the home farm ; finding consolation for
her loss in the Christian's hope anrl cheered by the
friendship and love which are her portion. Like
her deceased husband she is a devoted member of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, of Tremont City,
and she also belongs to the Home Missionary Society of that denomination .
Mr. and ~rs. Gard had a large family, seven of
whom are yet living: Sarepta is the wife of Dr. B.
F. Herman of Baltimore, Mel.; Anson A. lives in
Brooklyn, N. Y.; Emma R is the wife of M. H.
Lafctra of Los Angeles, Cal.; Darius F. lives in
Virginia; Ida is the wife of Charles B. Woodhead
of Los Angeles, Cal.; Emerson and Wilber R. live
in German Township.
Mrs. Gard bas made two trips to the Pacific
Coast, one having been taken in company with her
husband not ntany mouths before his decense. They
left thei_r home December 13, 1833, going south
through Kentucky, Tennessee and Alabama, and
sojouming for a Lime at New Orleans. They then
crosserl the Mississippi nnd taking the southern
route soon nached the Pacific Coast whet·c they
remained until October 1, 1884, wheo they began
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their homeward journey. They returned via San
Francisco, Ogden, Salt Lake City and Pueblo,
pausing at Reno ,~Nev ., for a visit and spending a
day and night at Salt Lake City, where they beard
Mormon preaching. They spent several weeks at
Topeka, Kan., and also visited at Kansas City, Mo.,
and at Springfield,_Ill. The entire trip was very
enjoyable, tbe:cnriositiof mountain trav el and the
scenery witnessed_ in crossing the Rockies proving
of especial interest.

OHN V. B. EDWARDS. One of the
most pleasant and comfortable homes of
Xenia, Greene County, is that owned
by Mr. Edwards and occupied by him
continuously since April, 1866. It is a very
substantial, large, old-fashioned residence, located
near the heart of the city on the corner of Third
and West Streets, and surrounded by five acres of
land, with smooth lawns anrl ornamental and shade
trees. Mr. Edwards is a retired farmer, and still
owns a fine farm of th ree hundred and five ac•·es
in Ross Township.
The Empire State was tbe early tramping ground
of 1\Ir. Edwards and in Kinderhook be was bom
June 22, 1812; he is the son of Elijah and Catherine
(Van Buren) Edwards, the former born in Connecticut, not far from tbe city of Bridgeport, and
the latter in Kinderhook. Mrs. Edwards was of a
distinguished family, her cousin being Martin Van
lluren, President of the United States. Elijah Enwards was by occupation a tiller of the soil, anrl
when John was quite a boy, be accompanied his
parents on their removal to Oneida County, and
there the father died in 1864. The mother passerl
away in 1871. 1\Ir. Edwards was a quiet, generous
man, more rlevoted to his family than to any political affairs, and was· a consistent and worthy member of the Baptist Church.
A family of five children came to Mr. and Mrs.
Elijah Edwards, ami they were named respectively:
Nichols, John V. B., Charles W., Charlotte, and
Catherine. Charlotte married Mr. Yan Dcusen and
rlicd in 1889 at Howell, Mich.; Nichols, resides in
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Waterville, N.Y. ; Charles W. died in Iowa, May 23,
1889. The education of our subject was .gleaned
from books conned in rude log schoolhouses, in
districts where the family resirled, and was further
increased by a course of study at Waterville
Academy.
When ready to start out in life for himself 1\Ir.
Edwards came to Licking County,Obio, anrl bought
a good farm in Lima Township, which be improved
by building a log cabin in the woods and clearing
the land of the timber on it. He also erected outbuildings for the shelter of stock and storage of
grain, and fenced the estate, subdividing it into
pastures. He finally became the owner of four
hunrlred acres of land there, and after his marriage
left the old bouse to take possession of a more con.
venient and modern dwelling. On the estate he
made the usual improvements suggested by the enterprising farmer ,planting out an orchard,enclosing
and sub-divirling the land with fences, erecting a
commodious barn, setting out ornamental and shade
trees , and still further embellishing it by a driveway of various trees, and a fine lawn.
At this pleasant homestead six children were
born to Mr. and Mrs. Edwards, and were named
respectively: Catherine, who became the wife of
D. Bemo, of Indian Territory; Francis, Charles,
Ada, Jesse and Delia, now Mrs. S. Bonner, of Warren County, this State. These children were trained
to become useful members both of society and
business cireles, and now reside mostly in Ohio.
In 1864 Mr. Edwards sold his land and spent one
yea•· visiting the old home in New York, whence,
returning -to Ohio, he purchased a fine home for his
declining years. By making his home in Xenia,
he was able to take advantage of the excellent opportunities that city afforderl for granting classical
and finished eilucations to his children.
Not only bas our subject accumulated a competen ce for himself, but be bas assisted his children
in starting in life, ·and recently deeded a farm of
one bunilred acres in Warren County to his daughter. He now owns a large number of houses in
Xenia, and the rents therefrom bring him in a comfortable income. His property represents his unaided efforts, and is the result of industry combined
with good business judgment. His life illustrates
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forcibly to young people what can he done by intelligent · and well directed labor. He is highly
spoken of .among his numerous acquaintances, and
is esteemed as an honorable and upright man, of
strict integrity. He has no pomical aspirations,
but casts his vote with the Repulilican party.
Mrs. Edwards, who for forty-three years has been
the devoted companion of her husband, bore the
maiden nanJe of Adalinc C. Hall, and was a native
of New York State. Her parents, John and Tempe
(Reeve) Hall, moved at quite an en rly day to
Michigan, where the parents died. Mrs. Edw:trds
was united in marriage with our subject, April29,
1847, in Ohio, and after their union they located
in Licking County, Ohio. Mr. Edwards justly attributes much of the success which has met his efforts to his wife, wbo is possessed of a generous
fund of practical knowledge, and whose refinement
and pleasant womanly qualities make her a favorite
in society wherever she may be.

QUINCY SMITH. The State of Ohio is
not only rich in agricultural resources, but
is also famed for producing some of the best
live stock on this continent. To this ind ustry the subject of this notice has given much time
and attention and is noted as a breeder of blooded
horses, cattle, sheep and swine. He bas a well-developed farm, fin ely located just west of the New
Carlisle (Clark County) corporation limits, where
!Je has gathered together all the conveniences for
the prosecution of his business and is meeting with
more than ordinary success.
Mr. Smith was bC>ru under the roof which still
shelters him, April 5, 1843. His parents were
David J. and Sallie (Cory) Smith, the former of
whom was born in the town of Annan , Scotland,
in February, 1795. The p:trents of David J ., who
are also of Scotch bi rth and pa1·entage, emigrated
to America when their son was less than a year olll
and settled near Scottsville, N. Y. There young
David was reared to mature years and in 1812 emigrated to Clark County, this State. In the meantime be had learned the trades of a stonemason and
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bla~ksmit!J.
Later he learned something of civil
engineering and subsequently turned his attention
to surveying and for sometime was engaged in
surveying Government lands in Ohio, assisting in
establishing the lines between Ohio, Michigan and
Indiana.
The father of our subject in 1817 assisted in fixing the boundary lines between Indiana and Ohio
and Ohio and Michigan. He later became interested in farming and stock .raising. After coming
to Ohio he made hi s home with Elnathan Cory,
whose daughter be subsequently married. After
the death of Mr. Cory the property fell to his
daughter who married David J. Smith, upon which
the latter settled with his wife and where their son
J. Quinny, our subject, was horn. At this
hom cstea<l the father died in 1878. He left a
competence to his family and also the heritage. of
a good nome. For many years he commanded a
company in, the O!Jio State Militia and ever afterward was familiarly known as "Capt. E'mith." Politically, he wns a Whig until the abandonment of
the old party and then cordially endorsed Republican principles. In religion he was a member of
the Christian C!Jurcb. The paternal grandparents
spent their last years in New York State. The
mother of our subject was born January 2, 1809,
at the farm where J. Qnin.cy _now lives and although she is eighty -two years old she is bright
and active and in the enjoyment of good health.
The maternal g randparents of onr subject were
Eln9.tha.n and Hannah (Jennings) Cory, natives of
New .Jersey and Pennsylvania. They· emigrated
to this State while it was a Territory as early as
1797, partly by the way of the Ohio River and
thence overland with horses and wagons to the vicinity of Deer Creek and near the present site of
Lebanon. They sojourned there among the Indians and wild an imals until 1803, then removed
to what is now Clark County and took up a tract
of Government land. This land is now in the possession of Mr. Smith. Upon it he built up a good
homestead and there he and his wife spent the
closing years of their lives. Mrs. Cory died of
cholera in 1834. Mr. Cory snrvived his wife
eight years, dying in 1842 at the age of sixty-six.
He was a man of some prominence ant! accumulated
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a large property. Ilis father, Thomas Cory, settlecl in Clark County, Ohio, about the same
time and died in 1813. Elnathan Cory's wife's
father was killed by the Indians on Deer Creek,
near Lebanon, at an early day.
To David J. and Sallie (Cory) Smith t!Jere was
born a family of ten children, namely : Hannah,
w!Jo died when five years old; Nannie J., H enry
C., David H., Hannah l\1., Elnatha~ C. J . Quincy,
Lyrla 1\f., who died at the age of forty.one years;
Sarah F . and l\lary who died when two years old.
J. Quin('Y• the seventh chi!rl, has spent his entire life
at the farm w!Jich he now owns and occupies with
the exception of tile time he spent i11 the army. In
I R61, he enlisted as a Union soldier for three years
in the Sixteenth Ohio Battery of light artillery
•vhich operated in the States of Missouri, Arkansas,
Lou isianrr , Mississippi ancl Texas. He served three
years, participating in the battle of C!Jampion Hill,
was at the siege of Vicksburg, the second battle of
Jackson ani! other minor engagements and skirmishes. His battery formed a part of the Thirteenth
Army Corps, commanded by Gen. John A. McCiernanil, of Illinois.
Upon leaving the army l\lr. Smith returned to
the farm and has since. contentedly foll owed agricultural pursuits. The residence in which he now
lives was put up by his father in 1828. This with
its surroundings forms one of the most delightful
hom es in Clark County. There are fruit and shade
trees and bEeidcs the dwelling, the various outbuildings required for the shelter of stock and the
storage of grain, inclucling two large fine barns.
Mr. Smith avails himself of modern machinery and
the most approved methods of tilling the soil,
keeping !Jimsclf thoroughly posted in regard to all
matters connecten therewith. He is looked upon
as a man who understands all the details of his
chosen calling anrl whose labt)rS have been rewarder] with well-earned success. Politically, 1\lr.
Smith is a strong Republican. Both he and his
estimable wife are roem bers in good standing of
t.!Je Presbyterian Church. In Masonry Mr. Smith
has attained to the Tbirty-sccond Degree. He is a
favorite both in social and business circles, public
spirited and a fine conversationalist.
The 27th of February, 1879, marked an interest-

ing dRte in the life of our subject, as on that ilay
he was joinecl in wedlock with Miss Maggie Johnson. This lady was born near New Carlisle ancl
Jived there from infancy until the time of her marriage. Her parents were .John F. and Lydia (Schuman) Joh01son, who were natives of Ohio and
Pennsylvania and are now residents of New Carlisle. The six cbildren born of this union areDavid J ., Charles E., Raymond F., John II.,
George B. and an infant unnam ed. When Elnathan
Cory settled here there was an lnclian camp on an
eminence on the land he purchased and it was
dubbed Indian Hill , which name it still retains.

AMES HUSTON.

J

The subject of this no-

1\ tice occupies a prominent. po~ition amo.ng

; the wealthy men of J\.IJamJ Townsh1p,
' Greene County, who have acquired their
possessions solely through their own energy and
industry. He began at the foot of the ladder in
life and has climed up unaided, so tbat he is praccally independent, sitting under his own vine and
tig tree, and has reason to look upon the result of
We find
his labors with unalloyed sati:.faction.
him the owner of one of the finest farms of Miami
Township, this being located on section 31, and
comprises one hundred and fifteen acres of welltilled land . The fine new residence was completed
in the winter of 1889, and with its surroundings
forms one of the most attractive pictures in the
landscape of this region.
A native of Knox County, this State, Mr. Huston was born February 27, 1824, to Robert and
Anna (Lyon) Huston. Robert Huston was born
in 1793, in Pennsylvania . and his wife, a native of
this State, was born in 1798. The paternal grandfather, Robert Huston, emigrated to Ohio . during
tbe War of 1812, and settled on a tract of land in
in Knox CO\lnty, nea1· Martinsburg.
There with
his estimable wife he spent tbe remainder of his
days, dying in 1839, at the advancen age of
eighty-seven years. He had servecl as a soldier
in the Revolutionary War.
Robert Huston learned carpentering in early
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manhood, and also followed farming.
He was
marriea about 1820, and purchased a farm in
Knox County, upon whieh be sojourned until
1837. Then selling out he removed to Greene
County, settling in what is now New Jasper Township, April 16,· of that year. After a residence of
twenty years be departed this life in 1857. He
became well-to-do, and the owner of three hundrerl
acres of good land. The mother survived the husband for a perio.1 of twenty-eight years, dying in
1885. They were the parents of eleven children,
seven of whom are living.
The subject of this notice obtained his early ed ucation in a log schoolhouse, under the subscription plan, and after methods of instruction far
inferior to those of the present day.
He started
out for himself at the age of twenty years, working fot· a time on a farm, and then ]earned millwrighting, which he followed ~ve or six years.
At the expiration of this time, having lived frugally and saved what he could of his earnings, he
investerl bis little capital in a stock of merchan<lise, and established himself at .Jasper, Greene
County. As a millwright he had been in the employ of William Patterson, a schoolmate, with
whom he afterward associated himself in partnership.
1\Ir. Patterson, during the Civil War,
enlisted in an Illinois regiment anu died in the
army.
After a residence at Jasper of four years, engagecl in mercantile business, Mr. Huston purchased a farm in New Jasper Township, where he
lived several years, and later removed to a farm
in Xenia Township. In 1876 he changed his residence to Miami Township, locating upon the land
which he now owns and occupies. He put up a
fine residence in 1886, which was destroyed by
fire in August, 1889. This was soon replaced hy
the present dwelling, which was completed in December, of the same year.
Mr. Huston was married May 1, 1849, to Miss
Mary E., daughter of Mathias W. and Matilda
(1\foorman) Baker. The parents of Mrs. Huston
were natives of Virginia, and Quakers in religion.
The Baker family flourished in Kentucky.
Mr.
Baker came to Ohio, and is now residing in Byron,
Gre~ne County.
Tbey ere ~he parents of four
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children, threo of whom are living; Salathiel Eli,
Watson Baker, Mary E., and William G. 1\L Wil-tson, during the Civil War, enlisted in the Union
service, was promoted to a Lientenantcy, and conracted a disease while in the army, from which he
died at Xenia, in 1866. William C. M., a man of
fine a bilities, was at one time Auditor of Greene
County, and later Secretary of the Horne Insurance
Company, at Columbus. He invented a short
method of book-keeping, and is nvw engaged as a
stock broker in Kansas City, Mo.
Mrs. Huston was born, July 9, 1829, near
Jamestown, Greene County, this State, aud lived
on a farm with her parents until her marriage. Of
t his union there have been born four childreq :
Lucretia E. remains under the home roof, and is a
very estimable young la•ly, a consistent member
of the Methodist Episcopal Church and takes an
active part in Sunday-school work. She is well
educated and has taught school several terms.
Robert F. B. died when twelve years old; 1\Iary
E., the wife of :1\'i. A. Hagler, lives in New Jasper Township, and is the mother of one child;
James W. is unmarried and remains with his parents.
Mr. Huston takes an active interest in politics
and votes the straight Democratic ti< ket. He was
a Union man during the Civil War.

ILLIAM LEONARD HAGLER. Theresults of industry and ·wise economy ate
exhibited in the career of the subject of
this sketch, who has accumu lated an estate of considerable value, and surround<ed himself and family with the comfo~ts of life through his own
exertions, seconded by the good management of
his wife in household affairs. His farm comprises
one hundred and thirty-three acres in Xenia Township, its value being enhanced by its neamess to
the county seat, from which it is distant four and a
half miles in a southeasterly dit·ection.
Mr. Hagler was born in New Jasper Township,
Greene County, one mile east of his present home,
his patal day heing April 9, 1827. The patern!l!
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family included ten daughters and five sons, of
which but two members died befor~ reaching mature years. All of the daughters are yet living
except Harriet, who died in childhood. The survivors are: Elizabeth, wife of Mathew Smith, of Jay
County, Ind.; Amanda, wife of Gideon Spahr; Sarah
J., wife of Phillip Sutton; l\Iartha E. , wife of William Sutton; Charlotte C., wife of Austin Long;
Clarisa, wife of Durban Long, deceaseil; 1\Iinerva,
wife of David Dean; Louisa, wife of John Dean ;
anil Anna S., wife of Jacob Peterson. The sons
are: William L., Henry C. and l\loses A., who are
yet living; Jolm III., who died in Grant County,
Ind.; and Samuel H., who died when four years
old.
S.: muel Hagler, the father of this household
h:m<l, enme to this county with his pMents in an
early day, the removal from Hardy County, Va.,
where be had been born, being made with wagons.
The family settled in New Jasper Township, Greene
County, where Samuel made his home during his
entire life, clearing and itpproving land and owning one hundred ann seventy-eight acres at the
time of his neath. That event occurred in 1880,
wheu lle was seventy-seven years old. In \Varren
County he hac! married Anna Fungo, who was
born in Augusta County, Va .. and wllose father,
Jacob Fudge, had come to Ohio in a very early
day, settling near Springboro. Mrs. Hagler died
in 1884 at the nge of eigllty-one years. The Hagler family is of German origin, as is that of our
subject's grandmother, 1\Ia t·y Peterson, who married Leonard Hagler, and reared a large family all
of whom came to this county.
The subject of tllis sketch was reared on a farm,
receiving but a limited common-school education,
and remaining with llis father until his marriage in
O<.:tober, 1851. His savings at that time amounted
to $350, whicll he bad earnen by day's work, aud
for several yeat·s after his marriage he farmed on
rented land. In 1855 he purchased the farm where
he now lives, and bas since been adding to its
value by careful tillage and improvement. After
his fatlter's death he received about $1,800 from
his father's estate.
The worthy woman who has shared Mr. Hagler's
fortunes for nearly forty years, bore the maiden

name of Mary L. Scroggs. She is of Scotch-Irish
lineage, was born in Knox County, and is a-daughter of Alexander and Mary (Lyons) Scroggs, who
came to this county about 1827. She is tho
mother of seven children-Charlotte J., the firsthorn, is the wife of tlle Rev. J. David Livingston,
of St. Louis, Mo. The otllet·s are: l\foses A.,
Charles 1<'., George M., Emily, William an<l Anna.
Mrs. and Mrs. Hagler and all of their children
except George, belong to the United Presbyterian
Church.

~

ANIEL H . CUSHING, Clerk of the Court
~ of Common Pleas of Clarl< County, was

appointed to this position January 1, 1890,
to fill ~ vancancy, having previously
served a number of years as Deputy. He was afterward nominated for t.he office by the Republican
County Convention held Fehrnary 17, 1890. He
is a bachelor approaching his forty-ninth year,
having been born November 11 , 1841, at Madison,
Ind. His father, Courtland Cushing, was horn in
Warren County, this State, in 1812,and wasthe son
of Daniel Cushing, one of the early settlers of
Ohio.
The father of our subject was a lawyer by profession and was admitted to the bar in Warren
County. He marrien Sarah, daughter of Phineas
Ross of that county and soon aftH removed to
Madison, Ind., where he practiced his profession a
number of years. Three children were born to
Courtland and Sarah (Ross)Cuslling-l\1ary, now
deceased; Sarah C. and Daniel H., our subject.
The mother died when Daniel H. wns but two years
old and n few years later the father, Courtland
Cushing, plncing his chilnren under the care of
relatives in Ohio, went to South America and later
to Central America, where he engaged in business
and where he died in 1856.
Daniel H. Cushing was educated in pnhlic and
private schools at Springfield, Ollio, and later entered Gran ville College where be remained some
time but left without graduating. He was _engaged

· EB5NEZ5R HATCH·
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in various pursuits until 1878 when he became
Deputy Clerk of tile Common Pleas Court wbich
position he retained until appointed to t!Jat which
he now holds.

BENEZER HATCH. Althoughmanyyears
have elapsed since thi s gentleman, having
reached a good old age, passed from the
busy scenes of earth, yet he is still not only affectionately remembered hy his family, but by all who
!mew him. For many years he was a leading
member of the Primitive Baptist Church, in the
faith of which he died. His portrait, which is presented 011 the opposite page, represents one of the
pioneer settlers of the Buckeye State, and one who
was as a husband and father, kind and indulgent,
and at the same time a good neighbor and a safe
fl"iend .
Fortunate is he in the estimation of the more
intelligent class of humanity who cau trace his
ancestry to the early times, and find them to be
worthy of honorable mention. The subject of
this notice was proud to record_himself ns a son of
John Hatch, Sr., a sturdy old veteran who made
for himself a fine record as a man and a citizen.
John Hatch was born in Connecticut, and came
of a race of seafaring men who sprang from
New Englancl stock , and who himself was the son
of a sea captain. He was married io Connecticut,
in which State he made his home until he decided
to chan~e his calling and settle permanently on
terra firma. Then emigrating with his family to
Oswego County, N. Y., he there with his estimaLle
wife spent his last days. They reared a family of
children, one of whom, the eldest son, was Ebenezer, the subject of this notice.
Ebenezer Hatch was reared to manhood in Os·
wego County, N. Y. , and married Miss Cynthia
Greene, a native of Connecticut, who likewise removed with her parents to the I<:mpire State when
a child. After the birth of several children they
joined a colony which had decided upon coming to
Ohio, and loaded their earthly possessions on a
raft on the Ohio River, by which means they pro-
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ceeded slowly and laboriously to the vicinity of
Madison , Ind. They sojourned two years in the
southern part of that State, then resumed their
journey with teams overland, and upon arriving in
Greene County, this State, settled in what is now
Silver Creek Township, upon the land now occupied by their son, Orange S.
This was in 1823. Om subject rented land the
first year, and then purchased forty acres of he:tvy
timber, which is now included in the old homestead.
Father and sons felled trees, grubbed out the
stumps and brought th e soil to a state of cultivation. Later, additional land was added to the
farm, which became quite valuable, and there
Ebenezer Hatch spent his last days, dying January
2, 1874, aged eighty-nine years.
As has been above stated the first wife of our
subject bore the maiden name of Cynthia Greene.
She was born in 1183, and de parte(! this life at the
homeste•d in Silver Creek Township, June 11,
1845. There had l>een born to her and her husband four sons and eight daughters, all of whom,
with the exception of one, lived to mature years.
There are now living two sons and three daughters of that goodly family-Orange S., who lives
in Silver Creek Township, and his brother Stephen,
a resirlent of Logan County, Ill. The daughters
are: Mrs. Eliza Chapman, of Richmond, Ind.; Mrs.
Emma Tuttle, of Logan County, Ill., and lllrs.
Mariu Myers, also a resident of Logan County.
The mother was a woman of many estimable qualities, and a consistent member of the Baptist
Church. Ebenezer Hatch was married a second
time, his wife bei11g Miss Violet Barber, who is still
living. This lady was born April 16, 1812, in
what is now , Carroll County, W.Va., and is the
dangbter of Allen and Jane (Haughey) Barber,
who were natives respectively of North Carolina,
and what is now West Virginia, and were of Scotch
and Irish descent. They were married in the
latter State, and there spent the remainder of their
lives, becoming quite aged. They were most excellent and worthy people, and devoted members
of the Methodist Church. Allen Barber distinguished himself as a gallant soldier during the War
of 1812. Mrs. Hatch is thu s the wife and daughter of patriots, and is now in the enjoyment of a
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monthly pension tlndered her husband by the
Government.
Thet·e were born to the parents of 1\Irs. Yiolet
(B".rber) Hatch a family of eleven children, all of
whom live<l to mature years and were married,
while six are yet living. Of these Violet was
the eldest. She was reared under the parental
roof, and rceeived a fair education in the common
school. She came to Greene County with her
unele in 1837, and since that time has resided
within its limits. Of ber union with Mr. Hatch
there were no children, but she is regarded with
great affect.ion by her step-children, with whom she
makes her home. Notwithstanding she is seventyeight years old (having been born in 1812), she
retains all her faculties, and is more than ordinarily
bright and active for one of her years.
Orange S. Hatch, the eldest son of our subject,
was born August 18, 1826, at the old homestead
in Silver Creek Township, and is the youngest
child of his father by his first wife. He spent !lis
boyhood clays in the manner of pioneer farmers'
sons, acquiring a limited education in the primitive schools, and becoming familiar with the art~ of
plowing, sowing and reaping as prosecuted in tbe
early days. He grew up to a healthful and vigorous manhood, and when ready to establish a home
of his own was man·ied, Oetober 22, 1856, at Harlem Springs, Jefferson County. to Miss Clara
Thomas.
l\Irs. Clara (Thomas) Hatch was born in Amster<iam, Jefferson County, this State, June 28, 1837,
an<i is the daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth (McDowell) Thomas, natives respectively of Pennsylvania and Moryland, ant! of Irish and Scotch destent. Early in life Mr. Thomas leamed blacksmithing, which he followe<i for many years, and
after his marriage, which occurred in Pennsylvania.
They lived there until the hirth of two children,
thm deciding to seek what at that time was con.
siderecl the far West, they emigrated to Ohio, settling first in Steubenville, from there going to
Springfield, thence to Amsterrlam, where the father
spent the remainder of his life. Mr. T!Joma; was
for some years a merchant of Springfield, Ohio; he
died in 1846, at the age of forty-one years. His
wife survived him for a period of forty,four year~,

remaining a widow, and died at the a<lvancerl age
of nearly nipety-one. Both were strong Methodists in religious belid, and took an active part in
church work. They were possessed of more than
ordinary intelligence, and the mother was especially well educated in both German and English.
l\fr. Thomas served as a soldier in the War of
1812.
Mrs. OrangP. S. Hatch was carefully trainecl and
eduCated, and when attaining to womanhood learned
the trade of a milliner, which she followed until
her marriage. Of her union with Mr. Hatch there
have been born four children, one of whom, a son,
John, died at the age of four years. The survi·
vors are :Emma, the wife of Allen T. Sutton, a farmer of Silver Creek Township; lllinnie, Mrs.
George Oldham, living in Xenia, where her husband is engaged in the wholesale grocery trade,
ann Charles, who remains at home with his par·
ents. 1\Ir. Hatch, politically, is a sound Republican, ant! in religious matters coincides with the
doctrines of the Missionary Baptist Church, of
which he is a leading mem bcr.

1 ACOB

BRICKEL. Among the many pleasant homes of Jamestown, where numbers of
the retired farmers of Greene County have
~~ wisely decided to spend their declining
years, may be mentioned that of Mr. Brickel, which
is pleasantly located on Washington Street, one of
the choicest residence portions of the city. He removed here from his farm in Jasper Townsbip, in
1882, but still retains ownership of the homeste>~n,
which was built up mainly through his industry nnd
perseverance. This comprises one hundred and
sixty-six. acres of choice land, upon which have
been erected good buildings and all the other accessories of the modern country estate.
Mr. Brickel came to this county in 1838, a very
poor man, without money and $20 in debt. He located first in Silver Creek Township, whence he
removed to New Jasper Township. Prior to this
he had lived in :Fostoria, this State, four years,
removing to that place from Jefferson County,where
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his pat·ents had settled upon their removal to Ohio
from Dauphin County, Pa.
1\fr. Brickel was born February 25, 1815, in
Dauphin County, Pa., and was the son of John
Brickel, also a native of that eounty, and of German desceut. The paternal grandparents of our
sulJject spent their entire lives in the Keys'-one
State. John Brickel was reared to farm pursuits in
his native county, and when reaching manhood was
joined in wedlock with Miss Nancy Jones. The
latter was born and reared in Pennsylvania, and
was, like l!er husband, of German ancestry. After
marriage ,John Brickel and his wife lived on a farm
in Dauphin County, Pa., for a number of years,
and then, coming to_Ohio, located in Jefferson
County. where they sojourned for twenty years.
Tuen, when quite aged, they removed to Greene
County, settling near Jamestown, where llir. Brickel
flied at the age of sixty-eight years. The mother
survived her hushand many years, living to the advanced age of eighty-two. Both were prominent
mcm hers of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
The subject of this notice was the second of eight
children, four sons and four daughters, born to his
parents, anrl was a small boy when they settled in
Jefferson County. At the age of eighteen, he
started out for him~elf, and going to Fostoria, Hancock County, was variously employer!, and in the
meantime made the acquaintance of Miss Mary
Phillips, to whom he was married August 25, 1835.
Mrs. Brickel was born February 22, 1818, in Union
County, Pa., and removed with her parents to
Hancock County, this State, when little more than
a child. Her father, Henry Phillips, died in Wayne
County, at the age of forty-eight years. Themother
lived to be past eighty, and died; at the home of
!Jer daughter, l\Irs. T. L. Sheeley, near Jamestown.
IIer maiden name was Margaret Becken. Mr. and
Mrs. Phillips were members in good standing of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, with which the
latter identified herself when a girl of fourteen
years.
· After their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Brickel lived
in Hancock County until after the birth of two
children, the!! removed to Greene County, and
Mrs. Brickd died in Jamestown, July 14, 1888.
Her age was seventy years, four months, and four-

teen days. She bad from childhood been an active
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Of her
marriage with our subject, there was_born a family
of eleven children, three of whom dicrl young. The
survivors are recorded as follows: Margaret is the
wife of Thomas Fields, a farmer of Silver Creek
Township; Amanda ,J. married JohnS. Bales, and
they live on a farm in Xenia Township; Louisa is
the wife of Henry Althuns, and they live in Xenia;
Katie mttrl'ied Daniel Zortman, and they are residents of .Jamestown; Emma married John Landers, and they are living on a farm near Jamestown;
Daniel A . married Miss Belle Gideon, and is farming in New Jasper Township; John H. married
Katie Clemens, and is farming in Cresar's Creek
Township; G. Frank married Miss Belle Smith, and
is farming in Ross Township.
Mr. Brickel cast Lis first Presidential vote for
Van Buren, anrl is a stanch supporter of the Democratic party. He has been for many years a consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
anrl enjoys in a marked degree tLe confidence and
esteem of the people around him.
~

!
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ILSON COMPTON. This gentleman bears
the distinction of owning and occupying
the highest point of land in Spring Valley
Township, G1·eene County. He is recognized as
one of its leading farmers, and has spent his entire
"life within its limits, having been born at his
father's old homestead, September 7, 1841. The
place lies a little over a mile east of ~pring Valley,
and forms one of the old landmarks which was
built up from the wilderness by one of the eadiest
pioneers of this region. The family has been long
and favorably known in this county, anrl has
contributed its full quota toward its growth and
development.
The subject of this notice is the son of Henry
and Catherine (Mock) Compton. Henry Compton was born about 1798, in North Carolina. In
1804 he came witb his parents to Greene County,
tbe journey being made overland with a wagon,
and young Compton traveled on foot 11 large ·por.
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tion of the way. The family set~Jed near New
Burlington--a half mile northw est of the place-and
after his marriage Henry Compton and his yuung
wife located a half-mile further 'Vest. A few
years later they moved to the one hundred-acre
farm where their son ·wilson was born. The
father proceeded with the improvement and cultivation of his land, clearing the t.im ber and adding
thereto until he became the owner of two hundred
and two acres, and gave each of his children a
farm.
The father of our subject in his early manhood
belonged to the old Whig party, and after its
ahandonment identified himself wtth the Republicans. He, however, never aspired to office, being
content to live the life of a private citizen. He
was first married to Miss Mary Horner, by whom
he became the father of three sons-Stephen, the
first-bom, died in Fayette County, where in company with his brother be purchased a large tract
of land, they finally owning two hundred acres
each; Ezra is now a resident of Fayette County,
this State; the third son was Martin, who resides
in the vicinity of Earlham, Iowa. His second wife
was Catherine 1\Ioek, who was born December 29,
1810, on a farm adjoining that where her husband
lived. She was the daughter of John and Mary
(Hornby) Mock, and of this union there were hom
three sons and one da.ughter, viz. : Eber, Amos M.;
Cynthia, now the widow of James H. Daugherty, of
Xenia, and who was a manufacturer of linseed
oil; and our subject. Henry Compton departed
this life November 20, 1879 , at the old homestead
in Spring Valley Township. He was tbe son of
Stephen and Dinah (Millhouse) Compton, who were
natives of North Carolina. Grandfather Compton
was a farmer, and came to this State in 1804, securing three hundred acres of land in Spring Valley
Township, Greene County. He was a Whig,
politically, and lived to be over eighty years
old. His wife was of Scotch and Irish extraction.
The subject of this notice was reared a farmer's
boy and attended the district school, r~maining
under the parental roof until removing to the farm
which he now owns and occupies, this removal
being made iu November, 1889. H e is owner of

the homestead and takes care of his mother. In
politics, be is a sound Republican, and in 1889 was
elected real-estate appraiser of Spring Valley
Township. He was married January 10, 1867, to
l\1iss Rachacl A. Gaddis. This lady was born near
Harveysburg, Warren County, this State, July 8,
1844, and is the daughter of Allen and Rachael A.
(Mershon) Gaddis, who were natives respectively
of Pennsylvania and Kentucky. The mother died
about 1845, leaving two sons and a daughterGeorge, William and Rachael. Mr. Gaddis was
subsequently manied and removed to Decatur,
Ill., where he died Novembc~ 8, 1865. Mr. and
1\Irs. Compton are the parents of two childrenRosa G. and Birdie. They are members in good
standing of the Methodist Episcop~l Church.
The mother of our subject departed this life at
his home, April 6, 1890.

G

EORGE W. BAKER. The farming community of German Township, recognizes in
Mr. Baker one of its most worthy representatives. He has had a lifelong experience at his calling-a calling which has always been congenial to
his tastes, and in which be has labored to excel. He
owns and occupies a good farm on section 7, which
not only is the source of a comfortable income , but
whose well-tilled fields have enabled their owner to
lay aside something for a rainy day.
llfr. Baker is a native of Clark County, and was
born at his father's homestead in this township,
September 15, 1847. His parents were Samuel and
Jane (Underwood) Baker, the former of whom was
a native of Virginia, and born in 1802. He emigrated to Ohio with his parents when a lad of twelve
years, and they settled among the early pioneers
of German Township. Grandfathet· Henry Baker
secured a tract of land in the woods, and putting
up a log cabin, commenced life in a primitive style,
and battled with the difficulties and hardships which
beset him until prosperity smiled upon him, and he
had succeeded in building up a comfortable home
in the wilderness. There, with his good wife he
spent the remainder of his days, He was a quiet,
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peaceable and law-abiding citizen-a man who made
comparatively little stir in the world, but who was
looked upon as possessing the sterling traits of character which rendered him worthy of the esteem and
confidence of those around him.
Samuel Baker, the father of our subject, grew up
on the pioneer farm, and assisted in its development, remaining a member of the parental bouseholn unLil establishing a fireside of his own. His
educational advantages were exceedingly limited,
but he possessed the sterlint" qualities which gainen
him the respect of his neighbors, and which enabled
him to make for himself a good record as a man
and a citizen. To him ann his good wife there was
born a family of eight children, font· of whom are
living : Eliza, Mrs. Reader, is a o,yidow, and lives
in Springfield Township; Luticia is the wife of
Isaac Brougher,and they live in Champaign County;
William is a resident. of Sheridan County, liTo.;
George W., of our sketch, was the youngest child
living. The father. <lied at the homestead in September, 1877. The mother bad passed to her long
home some years previous to the decease of her
husband.
Mr. Baker of whom we wl"ite, remain~d at home
with his parents until reaching manhood, and when
embarking in business for himself, engaged for
three years at butchering. With this exception he
has been a lifelong farmer. He attended the district school when a boy until old enough to be of
service on the farm, and then pursued his studies
for a few years during the winter season only. He
was thus depriven of a 'classical education, but he
has been a reader all his fife, and is fairly wellposted upon events of general interest.
Not long after his twenty-third birthday, M1·.
llaker was joinen in wedlock with Miss Alice
Thomas, this event occurring at the bride's home
in Oerman Township, November 7, 1871. Of this
union there is one child only, a daughter, Minnie,
who was born October 7, 1872. Mr. Baker owns
nearly eighty-three acres of choice land which he
has brought to a good state of cultivation, and upon
which he has effected modern improvements. He
hos accumulated his property by his own industry,
and thus is under obligations to no man for the
comforts with which be has been enabled to sure
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round himself and his family. In politics, Mr.
Baker is a Democrat, with independent proclivities.
He is a member in good standing of the Masonic
fraternity, being identified with the Grand I,odge
at Tremont City.

OilEPH SHIGLEY.' The results of a steadv
career of industry and frugal living are
amply illustrated in the person of Mr. Shigley, who spent the greater part of his life in
farming pursuits, but who is now retired from
active labor, and enjoying the fruits of his toil at
a pleasant home in Jamestown, Greene County. He
removed to the city in 1882, from Ross Township,
where be had spent his entire life up to that time.
He was horn there September 19, 1821, and there
spent the active years of his life, his labors being
crowned with succPss. He was at one time the
owner of more than six hundren acres of land, the
most of which be sold and gave to his children in
1882. In addition to general farming he made a
specialty of live-stock, mostly swine, of which he
raised large num hers, ancl which yielded him handsome profits.
Mr. Shigley acquired his early education in the
district schools of his native township, and when a
boy became familiar with the various pursuits of
farm life. He chose this as his life vocation, and
when ready to establish a home of his own, was
wedded, in 1844, to Miss Anna Prugh. This lady
was born and reared in Preble County, this State,
and later, prior to her marriage, was for some time
a resident of Montgomery County. She became
the mother of seven children, and departed this life
at her home in Jamestown, in August, 1886, at the
age of sixty years. The second child of this marriage, a son, Henry F., was married, and died at
his home in Ross Township, Aprill1, 1878; Mattie
C. died when an interesting maiden of sixteen
years; John W. married Miss Virginia Rakestraw;
David C. took to wife Miss Eliza Short; Viola C.
became the wife of S.C. Collett; V1ella M. married Jasper L. Chapman; Elmer married Miss Minnie Paulin. With one exception they are all

J
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residents of Greene County. John lives in Monroe
County, Ind.
In 1887 Mr. Shigley contracted a second marriage with Mrs. Mary B. Atkinson, a native of
Franklin County, Yt. She was born April 27,
1827, and came to Greene County with her parcuts, Setb and Nancy (Blake) Phillips, when a
child of five years. The Phillips family settled
first in Union County, where they lived for anumber of years, and where the mother died at the
early age of twenty-seven. Although so young she
had already given birth to ten children. Mr. Phillips survived his wife very many years, living to
tl!e advanced age of eighty-one, and spending bis
last days in Licking County, this State. He traced
l1is ancestry to England.
To Mr. and Mrs. Atkinson there was born a
fami ly of six children, one of whom, Charles F.,
dierl at the age of five years. The survivors are
recorded as follows: Jobn 0. married Miss Alice
Wise, and lives on a farm in Clark County, this
State; Ann M. is tbe wife of Chnrles B. Pennington, a retired farmer, and living in Jamestown;
Laura A . is tl!e wife of 1\l. 0. Larkins, and they
Jive on a farm in Greene County; Seth M. is unmarrierl, (ICcupies himself as a traveling salesman
for a watch company, and makes his l!eadquarters
in Chicago, Ill.; Guinn S. is the wife of James
Armstrong, who has a wholesale millinery bouse in
Ft. Wayne, Jnd.
The subject of this notice is the son of George
and Olive (Franklin) Sl!igley, who were natives of
Pennsylvania, and the father of German ancestry.
The mother was of Euglisl! descent, and a descendant of the family to which the famous philosopher,
Benjamin Franldin, belonged. Mr. i;higley came
to Ross County, this State, iu 1805, where he was
married. In 1812 he remove(} to Greene County,
and settled on a tract of new land in Ross Town~hip, from which be improved a farm.
Later he
enlisted in the War of 1812, participating in many
<>f its important battles. After leaving the army
he settied down upon his farm, and lived to be seventy years old. His wife died at the age of sixtyfive. They were most ex<:ellent people, active
members of the Methodist. Episcopal Church, an<!
sought to do good at every opportunity. They

were devoted to their children, and for their sakes
endured toil and hardships in order that they might
escape much of wl!ich they themselves were obliged
to contcnrl with. Their names are held in loving
remembrance by their ch ildren , and to this day
tears come into the eye.~ of Mr. Shigley as he remembers the sacrifices which those loving parents
endured, and their uniform kindness to him from
the time of his remembrance until they passed
away.
Following in the footsteps of his honored parents, i\Ir. Shigley has for many long years been a
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to
which l!is estimable wife also belongs. Th~y are
botl! warmly interested in the success of the temperance movement, and strong advocates of prohibition. Their aim in life has been to perform
kindly acts whenever they bad opportunity, and to
do the most good to the greatest uu m her around
them. In view of this it is hardly necessary to
state that they have hosts of friends who are watcl!ing them with kindly solicitude as they trnvel
nown the sunset hill of life, anrl who will holil their
names in loving remembrance after they have tleparted hence.
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.ILLIAM GRANT, a well-known citizen of
Springfield, has been a resident of this
city for more than fifty years, and thus
having witnessed the most of its growth and aided
in its advancement, he is in a position to appreciate the wonderful changes that have transformed
the little hamlet of former days to the busy, flourisl!ing metropolis of the present. Here he has been
so fortunate as to secure to himself the comforts
of a good borne, where he can enjoy at his ease the
competence accumulated by years of hard and
well-directed toil.
Our subject is of English birth and antecedents,
having been born in Yorkshire, England, December 20, 1811. Thomas Grant, his father, was likewise a native of that country, his birthplace having
been in County Durham. He was reared and married in the land of his birth, Mary Powell, a native
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of Yorkshire, becoming his wife. In 1831, accompanied by their eight children, they embarkec! for
America in the vessel "Experiment," Capt. Burke,
setting sail from Hull in the month of April and
landing at Que bee after a voyage of seven weeks
and two days. They staid one night in Quebec,
and then went by steamer to Montreal, and continning from that place on the St. Lawrence
River, Weiland Canal and the lakes to New York
State, whence they proceeded to Ohio. They located in Marion County, and there the family
had the misfortune to lose its head in the year
1835. The mother, who was thus left a widow
with eight children, did not long survive her husband, but followed him to the grave in 1837. The
names of the children were: )\fary, William, Margaret, Sarah, Thomas, Jane, Ellen and Hannah.
Thomas and Hannah arc deceased, and all the
others are still living.
William Grant was nineteen years old when
he came to this country, and still remembers well
the long ocean voyage and the subsequent pioneer
life in a newly-settled State. He had his own way
to make in the world from an early age as his
father was poor, and bravely did be take up the
struggle for independence. In 1832 he engaged
with a butcher in Columbus, which was then a
small place. At first be w:<s given but $7 a
month, but soon his employer was so favorably
iii]presscd with his faithful and skillful labor that
he readily advanced his wages to $25 a month. He
remained in the capital city until 1836, when he
took uI' his residence in Springfield, and bas ever
since made his home in this city.
Mr. Grant has ·been twice married. His first
union was with Miss Nancy McCormick, in Columl.ms, in 1835. Her father, George McCormick,
was one of the ~arly settlers of that city, and was
the buildet· of the first State House there. Mrs.
Grant died in 1850, leaving the following chilclre~: William H.; Mary J ., wife of John Mulholland; Fanny, wife of John A. Shipman, of whom
see sketch; Lavinia, wife of Quincy Petts; Martin
M. and Thomas P ., who were twins. The marriage
of our subject with his present wife was consummated in 1852. Her maiden name was Martha L.
Darling, and she was born in Massachusetts. llfr.
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and Mrs. Grant have by this marriage two children-Georl;e D. and Harriet B. Mt·s. Grant's
father, Darius Darling, was, like herself, a native
of the old Bay State. When he was quite young
he leamed the trade of a whip-maker. He was
given a good education and in early manhood
taught school in Marlboro, Mass. At the age of
twenty--two he abandoned that profession and turned
his attention to farming, buying a farm, in Sterling, Worcester County, Mass. ·He finally sold that
place, and removing to Holden, in the same
county, bought a desirable farm there, and devoted
himself to its cultivation, making his home there
until his death. The maiden name of Mrs. Grant's
mother was Susannah Fairbank, and she was a native of Sterling, Mass., a daughter of Jonathan
and Susan Fairbank. She survived her husband a
long time, and died at the borne of Mrs. Grant at
the advanced age of ninety-seven years.
Our subject is virtually a self-made man, his
stalwart manhood, sagacious judgment, and good
capacity for labor having been sufficient capital
for him to make life a success. A straightforward,
plain-dealing man, he early earned the confidenr:e
and respect of all about him, and has retained
them throughout the many years Lhat he has been
a member of this community.

J

ACOB YOUNG. Among the successful and
intelligent agriculturalists of Clark County,
Jacob Young bas a high rank, while as a
man of thorough integrity and strict honor
in bllsiness affairs his reputation is not excelled.
His word is considered as good as a bond, and be
enjoys the confidence of all who know him. Among
those who enjoy the acquaintance of his amiable
wife, she also is highly esteemed, and it affords us
pleasure to represeut so highly respected a couple
in this volume. Their home is on section 28,
Moorefield Township, and comprises one hundred
and twenty-six and one-third acres of land, in the
accumulation and improvement of which Mr.
Young has been ably assisted hy his wife. They
also own a lot in the city of Springfield.
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The parents of our subject were Jacob H. and
Mary Young, whose borne was in Carroll IJounty,
Mel. There our subject was born :February 20,
1821 , and lost his father by death when about fifteen months old. His mother being poor, the child
was reared in the family of Samuel Bollinger of
tbe same county, with whom he continued to reside until be had reached man's estate. When Jacob Young hac\ just entered bis teens, Mr. Bollinger
removed to Ohio, of which State our subject has
since been a eontinuous resident. His education
was mostly obtained in the early subscription
schools of this county, tbe temple of learning being a log cabin with slab benches and other primitive furnishings. With a deaire for knowledge,
lllr. Young has taken advantage of the opportunities afforded by books and converse with his fellow-m en, to become well posted regarding the more
important topics of general information, and the
current events in the world's history.
The youth of Mr. Young was spent on a farm,
and in his twenty-first year he began to learn the
business of grist-milling, which he followed some
sixteen years. For over twenty y~ars he was in the
employ of Adam Baker, in German Township,
working on a farm, in a gristmill, and at times in a
sawmill. In the fall of 1859, he and his family settled at their present place of abode, their first dwelling being a log eabin. He afterward erected his
present residence, and brought his estate to its present condition of improvement and productiveness.
lie ant! his wife have seen the country grow into a
prosperous and well developed section, and rejoice
in the progress which they have borne a share in
securing.
The marriage of Mr. Young and l\liss Melissa
Hollinger, took pl:tce Novembet· 4, 1847. The
bride was a daughter of Abram and Roanna (McIntire) Hollinger, and was born in Champaign
County, February 14, 1827. Her father was anative of Virginia, and was brought to Ohio .wben
about two years old. Her mother was a native of
Champaign County, in which Grandfather Mcintire wa.s an early settler. The family of our subject and wife comprises the following sons and
daughters: Samuel, who now lives in Springfielrl;
Susanna, who is the wife of Samuel Finton , of

Springfield Townnbip; John H. and Jacob, who
live in Springfield; Albert and Luther, in Lagonda;
1\fartha E., the wife of Harmon Krauss of Springfield; Mary, the wife of George Snyder, of Moorefield Township; Oscar, Edson, Cora, and Elenora,
wbo are yet at horne.
Mr. Young has served as School Director, and
has frequently been solicited to act in important
township offices, but would not accept. In his political views be is independent, believing that tile
best men shc>uld be elected to office, irrespective of
party prejudices. He and his wife belong to the
United Brethren Church, at Bowlusville, and bf' is
at present filling the office of Trustee. The worthy
couple are now enjoyi11g the fruits of industrious
and well spent lives, surrounded by children and
fl-iends, and manifesting as they ever have done,
an interest in all that is elevating and uplifting, and
which will advance the material prosperity of the
county. Having bad no financial a.ssistance in early
life, their success is more creditable, and all who
know them rejoice in the prosperity which bas att ended their labors.

ENRY NAWl\fAN. This name will be remern be red among the early residents of
German Township, as belonging to one of
its most worthy citizens, who departed this
life at his homestead therein June 24, 1870. He
was born in Clark County, July 16, 1817, and was
a son of Thomas and Catherine Nawman, the
former of whom was a native· of Pennsylvania.
His early life wa.s similar to that of most farmers'
boys, during which he attended the district school
and made' himself useful a.s be was able at plowing,
sowing and reaping. He grew up healthful in
mind and body with a good knowledge of the various employments of farm life, and by reading
and observation kept himself posted a.s to what was
going on arounrl him.
Mr. Nawman remained a bachelor. nntil approaching the thirty-seventh year of his age, and was ihen
marned , March 29, 1854, to Miss Ingebee J.
Rhonemns. Of this union there was born a fam-
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ily of twelve children, ten of whom are Jiving:
Clara is the wife of John Konkle, and they live in
Sp•·ingfi~ld; Samuel G. is a resident of Walla Walla,
Wash.; Thomas is farming in German Township;
William is in :Minnesota; Louisa died when thirteen and one-half years old; Webster remains at
home with his mother; Mary died at the age of
fifteen years; Catherine is the wife of Charles
Wey, and they live in German Township; Matilda
mnrrie<l Albert Greeu, and they are residents of
Springtielrl Township, Clark County; Amanda is
tbe wJfP. of Jesse Belt, of Springfield; Andrew and
llenry remain at the farm "ith their mother.
In all the relations of life Mr. Nawmnn acquitted
himself with faithfulness and credit. He was a good
p•·ovider for his family, kind and hospitable to his
neighbors, and a man whose loss to the community
it was difficult to replace. In politics he gave his
nnqualifierl support to the Re publican party. He
left a snug f:um compri::;ing nearly seventy acres

of well-developed Janel, which makes a comfortable
home for his family.
Mrs. Ingebee J. Nawman was born August 17,
Ul3~ , in Clinton County , tl1is State, and is a daughter uf William and Matilda (Clark) Rhoucmus, the
r.. rmer of whom was born in Clinton County, and
the latter in Virginia. The mother of Mrs. Nawmnll lived in Virginia until a young lady of eight<·<•n years, and then accompanied her parents to
Ohio, they settling first in Clinton County. l\Irs.
Hhonemus is still living and spends the most of
he.- time with her son in the city of Springfield.
The paternal grandparents of Mrs. Nawman were
among the earliest pioneers of Clinton County,
and the gran<lfatller carried a musket as a soldier
in the War of 1812. He removed to Springfield
in 1853, and died there. several years ago. The
parental household consisted of a goodly number
of. sons and daughters, five of whom arc Ji,·ing,
Mrs. Nawman being the eldest. The next daughtel', Louisa, is the wife of Samuel Nawman, of this
township. The sons are named respccti vely: Mar.
tin V., Andrew and Elwood.
1\Irs. Nawman spent her childhood and youth in
a comparatively uneventful manner under the parental roof, attending the common school and be coming familinr with all mefnl householrl duties.

She remained with her parents until her marriage,
and has proved a most sensible and efficient help mate to her husband, assisting him in the accumulation of their pwperty and looking well to the
ways of her household.

BRAM W. l\1UMPER. There is probably not a finer farm within the limits of
Clark County than _that which has been
f))
built up by our subject, who is one of
Mom·efi~Id Township's most highly respected citizens. He may usually be found at his headquarters on section 11, where he gives the most of his
attention to general agriculture and stock-raising.
He was born in Miami County, this State, April
27, 1842, and is a son of Jacob and Ann (Wagoner) Mumper, who were natives of Pennsylvama.
Jacub l\Iumper was born , in 1810, in Y"rk
County, Pa., and lived there until after his marriage. Then, in 1839, he emigrated to Illinois,
but only remained ther e three years. We next find
him locating among the pioneers of Miami County,
this State, but after a two years' residence there he
removed to Champaign County, and settled permanently in Urbana Township. He opened up a
farm from the wilderness, and lived there until
death overtook him in 1883. The widowed
mother is still living, and is in the seventy-ninth
year of her age, and she makes her home in Urbana. Jac~•b Mumper was well-fitted by nature and
acquirements for life in a pioneer country, being
a man of energy and perseverance, great industry
and good management, Although he had contributed generously to all church enterprises for a
number of years, he was not a member of any denomination until about one year hefore his death,
when he identified himself with the Presbyterian
Church. Politically, he was one of the most zealous adherents of the Republican party. He possessed strong individual characteristics, and in his
field of labor took n front mnk. Much has been
said of the heroism of sailors and soldiers who face
the cannon's mouth in their country's defense.
But no less hel'Oic are tbose pioneers in new lands,
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whose patient continuance in the rugged paths of
labor teaches a lesson of devotion and bravery.
As one of these, the descendants of .Jacob Mumper
are justly proud of the heritage of a worthy life
which be bequeathed to them.
The parental family consisteil of nine children ,
seven of whom are living, namely: Jane M., the
wife of Jubn E. Torld ; Alcettn, Mrs. J. W. Rawlings; Abram W., John J., Annie E., the wife of
Dr. E. P. Kingsly; all of these, except om
subject, are residents of Champaign County;
Emma, the wife of J)r. Wolford, of Lima; anrl
Ella, Mrs. Charles Nichols, of Portsmouth.
The subject of this notice spent his boyhood
!tnd youth amid the wild scenes of pioneer life and
up to the age of twenty-eight years remained with
his parents on the farm . His education was necessarily somewhat limited, being con tined mostly to
attenitauce at the district school !turing the winter season. D11ring the progress of the Civil War
be entered the Union Army, May 2, 1864, as n
member of Company G, One Hundred and Thirtyfourth Ohio Infantry, enlisting in the one hunched
days' service. He was at Petersburg <luring the
famous fight, engagerl in some skirmishing and
assisted in building the pontoon bridge, so that
Grant's army could pass from the Wilderness to
Petersburg. He saw much of the hardships and
privations of army life, but escaped unharmed,
and at the expiration of his term of enlistment received his honorable discharge, in September,
1864. Returning now to this county, Mr. Mumper resumed the peacef<Ii pursuits of civil life, and
was married October 1, 1868, to l\'liss t>arah Hutton. This larly was born in York County, Pa., to
Elijah and Elizabeth (Lambert) Hutton, anil by
her union with our subject became the mother of
five children, viz.: Elizabeth, who dieil when eigh. teen months C>ld; Lulu G ., who is attending Delaware University; Oscar T., Edna; and Myrtle,
who died when eleven months old.
In 1868, Mr. Mumper removed to Clark County
and took U!J his residence in Moorefield Township,
where he now resides. About 1877 he began
handling agricultural implements, aml was the first
man to inti'Odnce the Osborn Binder into Champaign anil Clark Counties. He was thus occupied

probably for a period of twenty years, but in the
meantime superintended the operations of his farm,
improved it with good buildings, and gathered
around himself and his family tlw comforts and
many of the luxuries of life. He is looked upon
as a public-spit·ited citizen, and politically, is a
straight Republican.
In his religious beliefs be
conforms to the doctrines of the Presbyterian
Church, in which he bas officiated as a Deacon,
and held other positions of trust and responsibility. Mrs. Mumper is a member of the Methorlist
Episcopal Church.
They have a pleasant home,
an intelligent family, and enjoy the ·conBdenee
and esteem of hosts of frienrls.
Socially, Mr. Mumper is a member of the William A. Brand Post, No. 96, G. A. R., at Urbana.
He is also one of the Directors of the Urbana
Camp-meeting Association, and is in various ways
identified with the history of the community. The
difficulties which soon intimidate the timid, have
been surmounted by him, and his present honorable position in life is due to his own determined
efforts. Perseverance and zeal, together with good
business management, have been rewarded by prosperity, wlJicb is well deserved.
Among the galaxy of portraits of citizens of
Clark County, we are pleased to present that of
J\Ir. Mumper and, in connection with it, that of
his estimable wife.

~ • ARON_ J. MOYER, Manager of the Spring-

'@!(_

field Architectural Iron Works, is recognizerl as one of the leading business men
of the city. The .business is a partnership
concern consisting of William Burns, R. Copeuhafer, G. Sintz & A. J. Moyer, who were the successors of the Hanika Fence Company, and was organized November 1, 1889. The firm manufactures
all kinds of iron fences, ornamental trimmmgs for
buililings, and the Prince Lawn Mower. Tiley are
located at the corner of Murray & Main Streets,
an<! give employment to thirty men.
The subject of this notice was born in Northumberland County, Pa., January 25, 1847, and is the
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son of John and Mary (Hartranft) Moyer, w!Jo were
of German and English extraction, respectively.
The maternal grandfather of our subject was born
in England, and married a German lady who conltl
not speak English at the time. John Moyer is still
living, making his horne in Tioga Centet·, and is
now seventy-eight years old. Aaron .J. of this notice was the seventh in· a family of twelve children,
ten of whom lived to mature years.
Mr. Moyer passed his boy!Jood days in Lycom·
ing County, pq ,, to which his parents removed
when he was a mere infant. His father w2s a shoemaker by trade, and abo dealt in boots and shoes.
'J he boy attended t!Je common school during his
younger· years, and later pursued his studies c.t
Dickinson Seminary in Williamsport, Pa. Afterward he taught school for tbree years in the conn ..
t1·y districts. He t!Jen became a clerk and bookkeeper in a hardware store in Williamsport., this
occupying his time until 1872.
Going now to Freeport, Pa., 1\Ir. Moyer entered
tllC employ of a lumber firm as a book-keeper, and
whe" this contract ended , he went into Mercer
Couuty and was similarly employee! in the Mercer
~lining and l\lanufacturing Company. In 1875 be
eut<'rer! the employ of the Chenango & Allegheny
lt:11lroad Company, with which he continued five
JP:II'S a£ telegraph operator and agent at New Hope
and Pardoe. Thence he came to Springfield in
18HO as agent for the Ohio Southem Railroacl, and
in I ~82 accepted a position with the Cham pion
B:u· & Knife Company as clerk under the general
superintendent. of employes.
In 1883 Mr. Moyer engaged with the Roger's
Fence Company, and continued with this firm six
years as Superintendent and Secretary. In the fall
of !889 he organized the Springfield Architectuml
ll·on Works, of which he became manager, and
whose affairs he is conducting in a manner highly
creditable to himself and satisfactory to all concerned.
Mr. Moyer was married in August, 1873, to 1\liss
Rebecca Weaver, of Frepot·t., Pa. M1·s. Moyer was
bom in October, 1853, and is a daughter of Peter
and Anna (Bowman) Weaver, who were likewise
natives of Pennsylvania, and where Mrs. Moyer was
rearecl to womanhooJ. Of hN UlliOn with our snh
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ject there have been born four chilrlren, namely :
Aaron .J. , Jr.; F. Hughes, Rebecca, and Frederick.
The family are all regular attenJants of the EpiscotJal Cl1urch. Their home is a neat and comfortable
residence Ol'l East Grand A venue, in the eastern
pa1't of the city.

AMUEL D. FOGLE. As a rule the man
in the channels of trade who is uniformly
courteous and obliging, upright in his
transactions ani! upon whose word those
who cl eal with him can depend, seldom fails to meet
with success. Especially has this been the case
with 1\Ir. Fogle, who deals extensively in agricultural implemen ts rtnd harness in F airfield, Greene
County, who is enterprising and liberal and has
thus secured a large an<! lucrative patronage. He
also operates a fertile farm of one hundred and
seventy-eight acres in lhth Township. It is safP.
to say that he is one of the mo3t popular men, both
in social and business circles, in this part of the
county.
A native of Frederick County, Mel., the subject
of this notice was born November 13, 1B49, and
lived there with his parents until1866. He t·ece ived
such education as the common schools afforded and
accompanied his father to Ohio when a youth of
seventeen yent"s . He remained a member of the
parental household until the following year, then
started out to explore the great 1Vest, traveling
over the States of Illinois, Missouri and Kansas,
and occupying in this manner nearly eighteen
months. Thence he emigrated to Mexico and engaged as a cowboy for six months, driving cattle
north to the Black River.
We next find Mr. Fogle on board a rtver steamer
making his way to St. Louis , llio., where he only
sojourned, however, but a brief time. Then , tired
,,f roaming, be rnturned to his father's house ancl
there.after worked on various farms in thrtt vicinity
until 1869. In tile spring of that year he repaired
to Springfield and engaged as a painter in tile
Champion Reaper shops. He rapidly rose in favor
with his employers, who conceived the i<le>• that he
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could represent~ them suitably on the roacl and he
was consequently fittecl out as a salesman, occupying himsel(in this manner for nearly a year. In
1871, he located at Enon and established himself as
a dealer in agricultural implements.
Mr. Fogle remained in the above -m entioned
place until 1877, then selling out tumed his attention to agricultural pursuits and located on a farm
which he now operates in Bath Township. He was
thus engaged until 18S5, when be established his
present business in which he has been very successful, while the farm is carried on by hired help. l\Ir.
Fogle also bas a branch house in Osborn ond enjoys a monopoly of the territory of Greene, Clark,
Miami and Montgomery Counties.
Mr. Fogle, on the 8th of September, 1870, was
joined in wedlock with Miss Matilda Spath at tlie
bride's home in Dayton, Ohio. This lady was
born in Maryland, May 13, 1850, and is the daGgbtet· of 1\Iichael Spath, a native of Germany, and
who is now Jiving in Fairfield. Of this union there
have been born no children. Mr. Fogle ~ffiliates
with the Democratic party and belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, at Fairfield, being
a member of the lod ge in that place and belonging to the Encampment at Osborn. His estimable
wife is a memher in good standing of the German
Reformed Church.
The father of our subject was .Tohn Fogle, a native of Frederick County, Md., and the son of
Solomon Fogle, who was reared in that State and
was of German extraction. The latter spent his
last years in Maryland. John Fogle carried on
farming for many years in his native county, being
located about seven miles from Gettysburg, Pa.
During the war be experienced heavy losses, arorl in
1866 removed with his family to Montgomery
County, this State. In 1877 he retired from active
labor and has since made his home with his son,
o•H subject, being now sixty-seven years old. He
is a Democrat politically, and in religions matters
belongs to tbe German Heformed Church.
Mrs. Elizabeth (Yonng) Fogle, the mother of our
subject, was likewise a nati ve of Frederick County,
Md., and the daugilter of Henry Young, wbo was
a weaver by trade, but who, in later years,followe<l
t!Je occupation of farming. He served in the War

of 1812 and spent the closing years of his life in
Maryland. The mother of onr subject died in Butler County, this State, in 1887. The parental family consisted of five childt·en, the eldest of whom, a
son, William, is a dealer in agricultural implements
at En on; Mary died when five years old; Samuel
D. was the next in order of birth; Henry is farming in Miami County, this State; Daniel makes his
home with our subject.

EAD LETTS BELL, M.D., a surgeon on the
Staff of the Mitchell Thomas Hospital at
Springfield, stands high among his professional brethren in Clark County, of whose
medical society he is a prominent member. He was
born in Knox County, near the village. of Utica,
this State, Decemher 8, 1849, and is the son of .Jacob Bell, a substantial farmer, and a native of
Greene County, Pa. Jacob Bell dcp,.rted this life
at his home near Utica, in 1874, iu the sixty-seventh
year of his age. His wife, Mrs. Rachel (Letts) Bell,
was a native of Washington County, Pa., and passed
away in 1873, at her home near Utica, one year
subsequent to the death her husband.
The paternal grandfather of our subject was Ben.
j~min Bell, also a native of the Keystone State, and
one of the early pioneers of Knox County, O!Jio.
He was a prominent man in his day, and one of the
inaugurators of what was known through the southem part of the county as the Bell Settlement,
which was composed largely of English and Irish
families. On the mother's side the grandparents
of our snhject were Nehemiah and Rhoda Letts, natives of Washington County, Pa., and who spent
their last years in Knox County.
To the parents of our subject there was born a
family of ten children, three of whom died in infancy. There are now living three sons and two
daughters, making their homes mostly in Ohio.
Read L . was next to the youngest of the family,
and like his brothers and sisters rPceived his primary education in tbe common school, and was
reared on the farm. After completing his primary
studies, he entered Denison University at Grand-
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ville, Ohio, from which he was grailuate<l in 1872 ,
taking the degree of A . B., and later, in 1875, the
ilegree of A. M.
In the meantime in the fall of 1872, Dr. Bell entered the medical department of Harvard U niversity, at Boston, Mass., from which he was graduated in June, 1876, with the degree of M. D. In
June, 1876, Dr. Bell was elected a member of the
Massachusetts Medical Society. Then going to Toledo, he was made Secretary of the Toledo Medical
Association, and held the position during the years
1876-77. About this time he was also elected to tbe
ClJair of Physiology' and Anatomy in the Northwestern School of Medicine at Toledo.
Our subjeet located in Springfield on the 15th of
October, 1877, and commen ced the regular practice
of his profession, to which be gives his entire attention, and in which he is meeting with uniform
success. He was marrie<l July 18, 1877, to Miss
Sarah J. Robinson, of Coshocton, Ohio. In May,
1889, he was clcc,ed President of the Clark County
1\lcrlical Society, and in October following , President of the South · Western Ohio l\Icdical Society.

D

AVID MERRICK. A well-tilled farm of one
hundred and eighty-three acres. representing
the property of l\lr. Merrick, indicates in a
marked manner to what good purpose h e bas improved his time duringthe last twenty years c>r more.
It is situateil a mile and a half west of the town of
Alpha, Greene County, ani! is provided with substantial linildings and all the machinery necessary
for the successful pl'Osecution of agriculture. Mr.
Merrick has been a life-long resident of Beaver
Township, having been born at his father's old
homestead. October 3, 1830. He has assisted materially in its growth and development and comprises one of its most reliable and substantial citizens.
The subject of this notice is the son of Joseph
D., and Susan (Boston) Merrick. The father was
born in Kent County, D el., October 9, 1779, and
the mother in . Frederick County, Md ., December
25, 1793. When a young man grown Mr. Merrick
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repaired. to Frederick County, Md .. where be followed his trade of a weaver and was in 1812, married to Miss Boston. In the fall of 1815 he came
to Montgomery County, this State, settling on the
!ani! now owned by George · Firestine, just east of
the city of Dayton. In journeying th~re from
Maryland be was seven weeks on the road, going in
company with a number of others. He left Montgomery County about 1829, coming to Beaver
Creek Township, this county, where his death took
place March 3, 1857.
The father of our subject practically ahandoncd
his trade after coming to this county. Politically,
he was a stanch Whig, as the Republican party was
only organized a few months prior to hi~ death . To
himself and his estimable wife there was born a
family of five children, the eldest of whom, a daughter, Mary Ann, died at the interesting age of fourteen years; John is in Montgomery County;
Elizabeth is the widow of David Stutsman and is a
resident of this county. The others were Israel,
ani! David, our subject.
The father of our subject was the son of the Rev .
.John Merrick, a native of D~laware and a minister
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. While laboring in the Master's vineyard he also engaged in the
mercantile business. He married llliss Sarah· Doxson and they became the parents of two children
only, a son ani! da ughter, Joseph D., and Elizabeth;
the latter is deceased. The elder Merrick was a
man of strong con vietions and totally opposed to
the institution of slavery. He died in Elizabethtown , N.J., while Grandmother Merrick spent her
last years in Delaware. The great-grandfather of
our subject was Isaac Merl'ick, a native of Eugla nd,
who emigrated to the United States.
On the maternal side of the house Grandfather
Michael Boston was a native of Germany and after
crossing the Atlantic, settled in Frederick County,
Md. He served in the War of 1812 and was the father of five or six children.
David, onr subject, attended tile conrmon school
and also a select school at Leighton, pursuing his
studies most)y in the winter season. He took
kindly to his books and at tile age of twenty years
began teaching school, first in District No. 24, Beaver Creek Township. He followed this professiou
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foo· n period of twelveyearsan <l in 1858, purchased
sixty acres of land east of Suakerto'l'11. Thence he
came to b\s present farm in the spring of 1865.
The 24th of March , 1859, was an interesting day
in the history of lllr. 1\Ienick, as he was then joined
in wedlock with Miss Ann R. Kabl e. This lady
was born April 21, 1837, in Osborn, this county,
and is the ilaughter of Samuel anrl Catherine (Garvet·) Kahle, who removed from the vicinity of
Harper 's Ferry, Jefferson County, Va., about 1831.
They settled in Beaver Creek T ow nship, tbis
county, where the father dit rl November 25, 1864,
at the age of si xty -three years. The wife and
mothrr survived heo· hushanil nearly nine years,
her iieflth tal<ing place l\Iay 31, 1873. To llir. anil
i\lrs. Kahle there was bom a family of seven chilclren, Yiz: Anna R. , Mao·y E . Joseph , Samh E.
1\Iot·tha J., .John W. and Isaac N.
III r. and l\I rs. l\lcrrick are the parents of nine
children, seven of whom lived to mature years.
Samh E. is the wife of William Coy and lives in
Beaver Creek Township; William K. is a resident
of Virden, Ill.; JosephS., Emma H. , Ellen C., Mattic J. fiU d Benjamin D. complete the list. Our
subject and his wife are members in goocl standing
of the Reformed Church. 1\lr. Merrick commenced in life with a capital of $1 and it must be
atknowlenged that he has bee n more than ordinarily snccessful. He has built up o comfortable
homestead and laid by something for a rainy day.
Among his neighbors he io esteemed as a man whose
word is as good as his bond .

~

YLVANUS V. HARTSOCK, one of th e
most energetic and prospemus farmers
of Greene County, is fin ely located three
miles south of Spring Vally, on one hundred and eighty-eight acres of land, em bellishcrl
with substantial modern buildings. He is a native
of this county find was born at Claysville, March
5. 1847. His parents were David an d Sarah Jane
(Cornell) Hartsock, both likewise natives of this
county, and the father a farmer l>y occupation. The
latter d ierl at the old homestead in Spring Valley

Township, July 11 , 1885 . The mother is still living find makes her home there. The parental household included six children, five of whom grew to
mature years. George W. is a resident of Champaign County, Ill.; Ruth is the wife of Jefferson
Haynes, of Huntsvt!le, Ala.; Elizabeth married
.Jonathan Smith, of WarrP.n County, this State;
tiylvanus Y., our subject, was next to the youngest born; Jesse L. is a resident of 1\fontgomery
County; and Flora, who died in childhood. The
mother in religious beli ef was a member of the B"ptist Chnrcb.
The paternal grandfather of our subject was
George Hartsock, a native of Virginia, and who
emigrated ;.o ~ngar Grove, this county, &.t a very
early day. Here he spent the balance of his life;
he married a 1\liSS Cremar, and there were born to
tbem seven children, six of whom grew to mature
years. These were named respectively: David,
Samuel, Georgl', Fanny, Lucinda, Ann and Abbie.
Grandfather Hartsock was a stanch Democrat and
a man of decided ideas, who made his influence
felt in his community. The great-grandfather
came from Germany. On the maternal side of the
house Grandfather Sylvanus Comell spent his last
years in Ohio.
The first twenty two years of the life of our
subject were spent at the home farm, working for
his father, and then he started out on his own
hook. l-Ie first f•~t·med on rented land and then
purchased a hfllf interest in one hundred acres,
upon which he operated until 1878. That year he
purchased one hundred and forty-four acres where
be uow resides, and to which be subsequently added
forty-four acres, making the amount heretofore
mentionerl. He commenced without me'lns or
other resources than his own indu stry :mel ~nergy,
and has accumulated hi s property solely by honest
labor and good management. He bas had very little
to do with OOJtside affnirs , but his warm interest m
the temperance movement has led him to identify
himself with the Prohibition party.
The 22d of December, 1870. was made memorable in the life of our subject by bis marriage
with Miss Emeline Prater. This lady was bortJ. in
Warren County, this State, September 22, 1847,
anil is the daughter of William E . and Ann Eliza
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(Slack) Prater, who were natives respectively of
South Carolina and Pennsylvania. Mr. Prater was
a farmer by oceupation and spent his last years in
Warren County, and died tbrre. His widow is still
living, and makes her home in Waynesville, ·warren
County. Grandfather Slack came to this State
from Pennsylvania in 1816, and died in Warren
County. To William E. Prater and his good wife
there was born a family of seven children, viz:
Henry, who served three years and three months
in the late war; Elizabeth; Job, a resident of Sum ..
ncr County, Kan., who served three years in the
late war; Rcbec:ca, Emeline, Mary and Alice. Mr.
and Mrs. Hartsock have four children-Luther C.,
Vernon, Elsie May and Eclward. The paternal
grandmother of our subject was, prior to her marriage, a Miss O'Neal.

OHN C. JAMES. Among the many vainable farms of Greene County, none presents
a more attractive appearance than that on
section 27, Sugar Creek Township, that is in
the possession of S'tuireJames. It has been his home
since 1853, and he has expended upon it. much en~rgy and bard labor.
It consists of one hundred
acres, seventy-five of which are improved, the rest
being devoted to timber, and twenty acres of it
were clea1·ed by his own hands. A full line of well
Luilt farm structures meets the eye of a visitor or
p~sser-by, and every portion of the estate evinces
the care of one who is a master of husbandry. The
personal character of Mr. James is suc:h as to win
the respect of his neighbors and acquaintances, as
be is strictly honest, generous, and religious, living
a blameless Ii!e ·in their midst for lo! these many
years. Being gifted with sound sense, and almost
infallible judgment, he has been a power in the
community.
A few words regarding the ancesto•·s of Mr.
James rill not be amiss, before proceeding with his
own life history. His grandfather was William
James, a native of Wales, who was brought to
America when three years of age, and lived in
Loudoun County, Va,, until !SOl. On October 1,

J
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1772, he married ~iiss Jane Williams, who bore
him ten children, not one of whom is now living,
although eight survived his own death. In the year
above mentioned, he and his family came to the
Buckeye 1-itate, settling in the northern part of Warren County, where be remained until his death.
That event took place at Columbia, September 30,
1804, in the fifty-fourth year of his age. His wife
survived him, reaching the extreme age of ninetyfour years.
The oldest member of the family of William and
J«ne James was born in Loudoun County, Va., "November 11, 1773, and was christened John. He
came with the other members of the parental housebold to Ohio, and was the first memher of the family to locate in Greene County. He came hence in
1808, settling on the northwest quarter of section
35, Sugar Creek Township, where he built a log
cabin and opened up a good farm. He was not
only a farmer, but a practical surveyor, and well
e<lucated. He det~arted this life September 18,
1841, having prior to that time placed his estate in
an' advanced state of impl'Ovement. Politically, he
was not tied down to any party, but gave his snffrage to the man he thought most worthy. He was
Township Clerk and Justice of the Peace fot· thirteen years. He was Trustee in the Baptist Church,
and a leading member, his wife also belonging to
that denomination. The estimah!e woman whom
he married in the early part of 1801, bore the
maiden name of Nancy Whiteford. She was of
Scotch-Irish ancestry, her parents being early settlers in Maryland, where sbe was bom in March,
1780. Her mother die<l when she was scarcely
twelve years of age, and she kept house for her
father, having no educational advantages, never
attending school but one day when eigllteen years
of age. Although uneducated, she possessed native intelligence, and common sense, and a character whieh renders her memory a pleasant one, not
only to hero wn relatives, but to all who knew her.
She was taught to read the New Testament by her
youngest child, our subject. Her marriage took
place in Virginia, and she died in this State,' May
2, 1851, being bnriecl beside her husband in Mid·dle Run Baptist Cemetm·y.
Eight children were born to Mr. and Mrs. John
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James, of whom we note the following: Rachael,
hom November 15, 1801, became the wife of John
Berryhill ; she died August 26, 1846, leaving eleven
children. Evan B., born November 16, 1803, died
,January 25, 1831; be 111nrried Miss Sarah Sanders,
who bore him two children. Davkl W., born No·
vember 3,1805, married Rebecca Austin,anrl was the
father of eleven children; his death occurred July
9, 1875. Sarah, horn April 15, 1808, became the
wife of William Wilgus, and the mothe•· of four
chilrlren; she breathed her last August 5. 1851.
Joshua C., born 1\fa•·ch 11, 1810, dierl April 28,
1867 ; his wife was Maria Bul'l', who bore eleven
children. Lyclia J ., born January 8, 1813, became
the wife of Jacob Smith, anrl the mother of three
chi ldren, dying March 2, 1849. Catherint>, born
March 9, 1816, married Jackson Smith, and beca me
tile mother of seven children; John C., of whom we
write, is a twin to Catherine.
Tbe early education of John C.•James, was obtained in a log schoolhouse, and he completerl his
studies in a brick school builrling in an adjoining
district. At th ~ age of eighteen years he began his
career in life by becoming a clerk in the si.Ore of
J<•remish Gt>st, then tbe !earling merchant of Bellbrook. There be remained four yea1·s, after which
he for•ned a partnership with William Sbum,.kcr,
Mel they purchased a stock of goods at Mt. Holly,
carrying on business there for a year, when our sub·
ject sold out, and returning to the home farm, occupied himself with tilling the soil for two years.
He then returnerl to Bellbrook, where he resided
four years, removing thence to a farm on which be
liven five year8. Retuming again to Bellbrook, be
ent£red into partnership with MRthew Berryhill,
with whom, for tw(} years, he was connected in a
mercantile business. Selling out at the expiration
of that time, he bought nod removed to the farm
whe•·e he now lives, devoting his time and attention
from that day to the pursuit of agriculture.
On April 26, 1838, Mr. James and Miss Susan
Brown, of Montgomery County, were unitP.d in the
bonds of holy wedlock. The bride IVAB born in
1\[ontgomery County, October 28, 1821, and was
one of the five children, Lbree of whom are now li ving, who comprised the family of Enoch and Mary
(Davis) Brown. The parents were probably of

Welsh descent. 1\frs. James was the chief coomsclo•·
and helpmate of lwr husban d for nearly fifty yea•·s,
perfvrming the duties of wife and mother in a conscientious manner, mnnifesting a deep atiectiofl for
he•· own family and neighborly kinrlness for those
about her. Her death occurred January 16, 1887.
Sbe was tile mother of nine children, of whom the
following may be noted: Evan was born February
4, 1839, bas been twice married, null is now a widower with one danghtcr, Edna; Permelia was born
November 11 , 1840, manied Josiah Lamme, and
Las one cbild; Benjamin A., was born June 6,1843,
ancl died twelve days later; Harriet was born November !l, ISH, became tbe wife of John Marshall
ant! bas seven children; Rebecca was born January
6, 1847, and died June I, 1884; she was tbe wife
of John Soward, and the mother of one child.
CathP.rine was born October 5, 1849, and is now the
wife of Charles Chase, to wbom she bns horn e two
children; she was formerly the wife of Jobn Dunham . by whom sbe bad thre~ children, two of whom
are living; Isaac was bo•·n Septembe•· G, 1862, is
ye t unmarried, and lives in Arkamas; William wns
born November 2, 1854. and married Sadie Howells, loy whom he ha!l four child•·e,; his wife rlied
in January, 1883, and he mrtrried 1\iiss Schaffer, having three children by t.be second union;
Mary wns born September 22, 1ll:i'8, is the wife of
Edward Whitaker, and the mother of two children.
She lives upon the home farm, being her fatber's
housekeepm·.
Squire James has been a member of the School
Board for several years, and has been Trustee of
of Sugar Creek Town ~ h i p fifteen years. Prior to
this he served as Township Clerk for a couple of
years, and also held the office of Supervisor of Highways. He was elected Justice of the Peace, acd
served in that position three years. He has !.een
an active member of the Grange, a nd Master of the
society in Bellbrook. He has taken an active part
in politics, anrl has frequently made ;:lUblic speeches
in the interest of his party. In general elections
he has always voted the Wuig and Republi~an tickets, his first Presidential ballot having been cast
for William Henry Hnrrison; he has voted for
each Whig or Republican candidate in the successive campaigns from that day to the present.
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He unitea with the Methodist Episcopal Church in
February, 1868, anrl has been Stewarrl for several
yeus, nnrl also a Trustee. His aeceased wife was
a member of Lhe same denominaLion. When he began life for himself as a clerk in Bellbrook in 1834,
the village contained five hun<hed inhabitants. Of
that numbet· the only ones now living in the corporation are Mrs. Miriam Hale, R. D. Rowsey, l\1rs.
Lanra Millet·, and Mt·s. l\1ary Seal.
In August, 1889, the descendants of William
,Tames nnrl their connections by marriage, met at
the home of Jackson Smith on section 34, Sugar
Creek Town~bip, anrl formerl an organization of
which our subject was elected President. He is the
oldest living member of the family, which includes
many prominent citizens.

D

A NIEL BROUGHER. This gentleman occupie~ a prominent position among the su ccess~
ful farmers of Bath Township,Greene County
aud has one of the finest homes within its limits.
This comprises one hunarea acres of well-developed
Janrl, and is pleasantly locaterl on section 4. Tbe
residence. which was erecterl in 1882, is a fine, large
frame structure, with attractive surroundings,
while adjacent, is a commorlious barn, which was
et·ectecl in 1886, upon the site of one equa.lly as fine
which was struck by lightning, and burned to t he
gi'Onnd. Mr. Brouguer evidently has a thor·
ougb understanding of his chosen calling, and is
now in a condition to take life easy, and eujoy the
fruits of uis labors.
A native of Cumberland County, Pa., Mr.
Brougher was born near the town of Carlisle, Februari 24, 1831, and there spent the days of his
hoyboorl and youth. He was reared on the farm,
and learnerl blacksmithing of his father who ope.
rated a shop. At the age of fifteen years he was
master of the art, working with his father , but be
rlisliked the business and persuaded his father to
abundon it for farming. He remained under the
borne roof until'a young man of twenty-three years
then, in 1854, struck ont for himself, coming to
Clark County, this State, and employing himself
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on a . farm until after the outhreak of the Civil
War. As a member of the iitate lllilitia he assisted
in driving th e raider Morgan from Ohio, and afterwarrl, in 1863, rented nis father's farm upon
which he remained until 1877, when he became
the purchaser. H e bas since occupied it, and bas
insLituLecl many important improvements.
He
raises various kinds of. grain and stock, which find
a ready market at Enon , four miles away.
l\lr. Brougher remained a bachelor nnLil approaching the Lhirty-fourth ye~r of his oge, ana
was then joined in wedlock with M!ss Catherine
Rynearson, the werlding taking place at the bride's
home near Columbus City, Whitley County, Ind.,
Decem bet· 28, 1865. Mrs. Brougher was born September 17, 1843, in Mad River Township, this
State, and is the daughter of William and l\1ahala
(Brown) Rynearson, who were natives of Ohio.
Her parents removed to Indiana about 1863. Mr.
and 1\frs. Brougher have no children of their own,
but have an adopterl . child, Pearl, who is now ten
years of age. Politically Mr. Brougher supports
the Democratic party, and in religion is a Lutheran .
He carefully refrains from assuming the responsibilities of office, preferring to give his time and
attention to his farming iuterests. He is an advocate of the Grange principles, and thinks it will
ultimately lead to great good to the ma;ses of the
people.
The father of our subject was Nathaniel Brougher,
a nativ e of. Cumber.Jand County, Pa. , anrl ·a son of
an old hero of the Revolutionary War. Nathaniel
Broughet· learner! s::toemaking in his younger years,
but the trarle being distasteful, be abandoned it and
took up blacksmithing. This latter be followed for
a period. of thirty years, then engaged in farming
in Cumberland County, Pa., until 1855. That year
be emigrated to Ol.tio, and purchased the land which
his son, Daniel, now owns and occupies. Upon
this be labored until called hence in 1876, when
seventy-two years old. He was a LutbP.ran in religion , nnd a Democrat in politics. Hi! wife bore
the maiden name of Catherine Camp. She was
likewise a. native of Cumberland County, Pn. , and
the daughter of Peter Camp, who was also horn
there, and wbo followerl farming all his life. l\Irs.
Catherine Brougher is still living, and mal\eS her

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPIDCAL ALBUM.

666

horne witll her son, our subject, and is eighty-seven.
years old. The parental family included four chi ldren, viz.: I saac, a farmer of Champaign County,
tllis State; Daniel, om subject; Susan, l\Irs. Ritner, who died in Pennsylvania; and George, a resilient of Cumberland County, that State.
M1·. and Mrs. Brougher are steadfast supporters
of all that is good and worthy, and their portraits,
which are shown in con nection with this sketch,
represent a couple possessing the esteem of the en-tire community.

EORGE T. COST. The sons of tbe early
pione.ers of_
Cou_n ty ,
to a large
extent mamtamed the1r residences at or
near tbe old hom esteads built up by their parents
from the wilderness. Among tb e early settlers of
this county were Philip F.. and bis wife, J ane
(Wolf) Cost. Tiley were natives of l\I:u-ylancl and
Yirginia, unci coming to this State settled in
Greene County, where tbey lived until 1836, when
t hey removed to Shelby County where they lived
until 1845 , when they ca me back to Greene County
where the father still lives at the advanced age of
eighty years. Their son, George T., was bo.rn
O(:tober 15, 1837 . They came to this cou nty in
1817, and settled two miles south of Fairfield,
wbich still remains tbe family home wb~ re the
father is prosecuting his lifelong occupation of
fanning. Pbilip Cost is of German descent , wbile
his estimable wife was of Scotch-Irish ancestry .
They were married in this county . The mot her
was born in Virginia in 1805, an(l came with her
parents to Ohio when but a cbild. There was born
to them a family of eight children, fi ve of wbom
grew to manhood and womRnhood, these being
Rachel, the wife of Samuel Wyre; Mary J. , l\Irs.
William G. Confer, of Yellow Springs, this county;
Margaret A. , Mrs. Abram Snypp, also living near
Yellow Spriugs; Susan E., at home with ber fatber;
John P., was killed at the hattie of Liberty Gap,
T enn., June :!4, 1863; George T.; and two who
died in infancy.
The mother of 011r subject (leparted this life at
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tile hometitead in tile fRll of 1866. The paternal
grandfather, Jobn Cost, was born in Frederick
County, Md., and manied Miss Regina Soud er,
daughter of a prominent famil_vin Loudoun County,
Va., where she was born. They reare(l a family of
nin e children, viz.: George, John, Philip F ., Anthony, Josephine, Jonathan , Peter, Mary and Elizabeth. Grandfat~er Cost left Maryland on account
of slavery, to which he was totally opposed. On
the maternal s·ide of the house, Grandfather Wolf
served in the Black Hawk ·war, and spent his last
years in Illinois.
The subject of this notice was reared on the
pioneer farm, and received a very good educa t ion, completing his studies· at Heidel burg College, in June, 1861. Subsequently. be occupied
himself as a teacher for several terms. Upon the
outbreak of the Civil War he, in 1861, entercdthe
army ss a member of Company C, Forty-ninth
Ohio Infantry , an d was wounded in tbe shoulcler
at the battle of SLone River. Prior to this he fought
at the battles of Shiloh anrl Corinth, and on the
31st of December, 1862, received a g unshot wound
in the right arm on account of which it was amputated near the shoulder. Subsequently he was
captured by Forrest's Cavalry and taken to Nash ville, Tenn._, where he was discharged April 4,
I S62. He now receives a pension of $45 per
month.
Upon leaving the army Mr. Cost supplemented
his education by attendance at l\liami College, in
Day ton, and then •·etu rned to his nath•e !Jaun ts.
He has officiated as Towmhip Clerk three yrars,
and in 1880 was assistant Sergeant-at-Ar ms dul'in g
the session of the Sixty-fourth General Asse mbly.
He has served as Deputy Sheriff of this county for
fou r years, and was appointed to his pre~ent posit ion as Deputy Ma rshal in 1889. He makes au
efficient officer of sound sense and good judgment
and is giving general satisfaction . In p0litics, be
affiliates with the Republican party.
Nea1ly twenty-one years ago occurred the marriage of George T. Cost with Miss Simretta Minton , the wedding taking place April 8, 1869, at
Dayton, Ohio. l\lrs. Cost was born in l\liami
Township, this county, January 22, 1857, and is
tb~ daughter of fra K. and Magdaline Minton, who
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were natives of Ohio, otnrl who settled in this county
at an early pedod in its history. They are slill
living, anrl after years of faithful labor, are spending their later years amid the comforts of a pleasant
home in Miami Township. Of this union there
have been bom six children, two of whom, Frank
M. and John, died at the ages of six months one!
fourteen years. The survivors are: Clifford G.,
Ciharles C., George L. an<l Edwat·d H. Mr. Cost
belongs to the Grand Army of the Republic, and
is rated among his neighbors as one of tile best
men in the community.

H. BARKMAN. Among the business establishments of Osborn , Greene County, none
would be more quickly noticerl by a stranger
than that of J. H. Barkman & Co., which is
rlevoted to the sale of groceries, hardware and agricultural implements, the firm also having a wholesale trade in confectioneries· and tobacco. The
pl'incipal member of the firm also occupies the position of President of the Osborn Bank, one of the
most ouccessful institutions o( its kinrl in the
county, and which he was instrumental in organi.
zing. Mr. Barkn'an has been gifterl by nature to
more than an ordinary rlegree, possessing all t.he
qcalities that go to mal<e up a complete manhoon.
He is one of those who scorn a mean action, and have
a natural tendency to all the better things of life.
As a citizen he has been liberal and public.spiritccl ,
the friend of education, ann foremost in the enterprises that tend to elevate the people. He would
sacrifice much to aid the prosperity of the town, by
whose citizens he is looked to for anvice and a~sis
tance in evet·y goon work. Cultured and refincn,
with affable and courteous manncrs,he is deserved ly
a favorite throughout the community. He is the
leaning business man of the place, carrying by far
the largest stock, and is noing a prosperous business.
The paternal grnnnfatl.ter of our Sl).bject, was
Peter Barkman, a native of Germany, who, on
coming to America, located at Hagerstown, 1\'fd.
He married in that place, afterward removing to
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this county, where he began farming, having but
fairly begun llis agricu ltural work when he diecl
about the year 1831. His sou Daviil , who was
horn in this county, October 6, 1822, was oblige<!
to shift for himself, an d was self eclncated and
self mad<' in the most literal sense. After his
father 's death he was bound out to an uncle, but
was so cruelly treated that he ran away, after having been worked nearly to death. Returning to
his mother, who llad again resumed housekeeping,
he remained with her, and followcn agricultural
pursuits until past sixteen years old. He and his
brother then rented a farm , but the brother died
the same year, and Davin Barkman then took
th e pl ace himself. He boarded with his motller
until his marriage in 1849, when he rented the
Smith farm in Wayne Township, Montgomery
County, for a year, afterward llaving the Capt.
Boyle place an equal length of time.
By this l.ime David Barkman was a!Jlc to buy·
one hundred am·es of Janel upon which he located
anrl made a home of his own, continuing the career
which was begun under difficulties anrl discouragements, but proved a very successful one. He became the owner of two fine farms in Wayne
Township, lllontgomery County, Ohio, including
three hundred and twenty-three acres. At rliffer2nt times he was Township Trustee, and he was
active in the ranks of the Democratic party. An
hnnest man, he was respected and well liked by his
fellow. men in whose midst his character was so
dearly exhibited. He passed away April 16, 1884,
at the '!-ge of sixty-two years. Tbe worthy helpmate who aided him by her counsels ann her prudent management of householn affairs, bore the
maiden name of Elizabeth Garver, she also being
a native of this county. She is now li' ing in Osboril at the nge of sixty-one years. She belongs to
the Luth eran Church. Her father, John Garver, was
a farmer iu Montgomery County, whence he finally
removed to Allen County, Incl., near Ft. Wayne,
where he died. The subject of this sketch is the
eldest of two children born to David and Elizabeth
Barkman, and the only survivor. His sister, Sarah
B.,hecame the wife of William Harner, and died in
Dayton in 1872.
The subject of this sketch , was born September
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15,1~51, in Wayt;e Township,lliontgomery County,
and being reared on a farm acquired a know ledge
of agricultmal pmsuits from his father. The exclient district schools afforded good educational
arl vantages, of which he was not slow to avail himself, although his health would not permit him to
atten<l steadily, and he was not able to go to coliege. For two years he could not attend school at
all, being se•·iously troubled with asthma, from
which he has sufferecl more or less, until the last
three years, during which time he has been quite
free from it. The collegiate education which was
denied him by his lnck of strength, has been mot·e
than balance<l by the information which he has obtained in other wuys , ond he ranlts to-day among
the most intelligent citizens. When about twenty
years old he had full charge of his father's farm,running it until he was:twenty-five,when he determined
to a try mercantile pursuit. In August, 1876, thcre'fore, he came to Osborn, put up one-half of the
building he now occupies and opened a grocery an<l
h:mlware store, on a capital of $1,000. The
business has rapirlly increased, and by-close application to its rletails and a remarkable degree of energy, Mr. Barkman bas succeeded far a hove the
average.
In 1880 Mr. Barkman engaged in the implement
bu,iuess, nnd now has a double store, in which a
full line of groceries and hardware is carried, and
a large ware bouse in whiclt implements are stored.
His invoice is over $8,000, and his business the
largest in the city. He owns three hundred and
twenty-three acres in Montgomery County, which
is in two well-improved farms, on one of which is
a sawmill, which he superintends. The land is
rented, other pursuits claiming more than enough
attention .
·
For several years l\Ir. Barkman had been desirous of starting a bank in Osborn, but had too much
to attend to. He therefore consulted with l\Ir. C.
C. ,Jackson, tl:oen of Xenia, (whose sketch occupies
another page in this volume) and laid tbe plans for
storting the Osborn Bank. These two gentlemen,
with Mr. Reuben l\Iille.r, succeeded in establishing
the institution, which was run as a company bank
one year, and was then organized under the State
Jaws on New Years' day, l889, 11nrl is now doing 11

successful banking business. l\11". Barltman is one
·of the he:tViest stock-ho!clers, is a director and
Prosirlent of the institution. In 1889 he built the
bank building, a l•ll'ge brick edifice that is one of
the best business houses in the town. He also
owns two residences and lots in the corporation.
On Septembet· 28, 1876, Mr. Barkman led to the
hymeneal altar Mary E.,daugltter of Robert Sloan,
of Wayne Township, Montgomery County. There
Mrs. Barkman opened her eyes to the light June
27, 1854, and ami1l favorable surroundings grew
to womanl10od. She completed her education in
Smith College, at Xenia, acquiring an excellent
knowledge of the studies taught, ancl growing in
grace and refinement. Her happy union has been
blessed by the birth of four children-Claude E.,
Estella, Leo and Jolm Orvill. All of whom are
being carefully instructed by their parents in virtue and courtesy a nil receiving excellent educational
advantages consonant with their years.
The father of Mrs. Barkman was one of the most
vrominent men of Montgomery County, his home
being on the bonle"rs of Greene County. We take
great pleasure in giving a full sketch of one so well
known in this vicinity. His great-grandfather was
a native of County Antrim, Ireland, and came to
America about 1718, settling on a farm in Lebanon County, Pa. He was successful in worldly
affairs, and was able to start all of his children in
life. He bclongeil to the Prcs!Jyterian Church.
His son, John Sloan, was born in Dauphin County,
and on Marcl.1 27, 1792, married Miss Elizabeth
French. His father gave him a farm, upon which
he made the require<l improvements soon afterward erecting a distillery on the place, and also
establishing a line of freight teams for ban ling merchandise from Philadelphia to Pittsbnrg. He had
four sons and nine daughters-Alexander, John F.,
James, Robert, Jane, Eliza, Sallie, Mary, Isabella,
Margaret, Martha, Nancy and Lucinda. When
Alexander became grown he went to take charge
of a farm in Lycoming County; John F. went to
learn a trade; and death claimetl three daughters
and the son James.
This left. John Sloan without other help than that
afforded by bis youngest son, Robert, who was then
but nine year~ Q\d. In the sprin~ of 1833 h~ ~Q!d
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his property, bought horses and conveyances and
on April 1st started with his family for Ohio.
Twenty-one days later be arrived in Montgomery
County, and purchased two hundred and twenty
acres of land in Wayne Township. The land bad
upon it au unfinished brick house and a log barn,
the yard being enclosed by n Virginia worm fence,
ten rails high, nod the place b('ing then consirlered
well improved. Having now arriverl at the age of
sixty-three years, John Sloan confided his business
to his son Robert, feeling that he was getting too
old to manage it. His wife dierl September 11,
184i, and he followed her to the better land December 3, the same year.
Robert Sloan was born September 7, 1811, in
Lebanon County, Pa., anrl after the entire management of his father 's affairs fell upon him he proverl
equal to the task, everything prospering under his
hands. He became prominent throughout the section in which he lived, et·e long holding a leading
position muong the men in Montgomery County.
His honesty, integrity and worth of character were
well known; he was an indulgent and loving father,
a thoughtful and devoted husband, and a conscientious and consistent member of the Presbyterian
Church. He harl united with the church in Pennsylvania, when twenty-one years old, and was a
zealous and leading member until his death, at
which time he held membership in the society nt
Osborn. He died in 1885.
The wife of Robert Sloan and mother of Mrs.
Barkman, was May A. Shepherd, a native of Lancaster County, Pa., whose natal day was November 8,
1822. Her father, H. L. Shepherd, was a native
of Villars, Canton Berne, Switzlerland, born December 17, 1799. He came to this country as a
companion to his sister, who had married an American gentleman under somewhat romantic circnmstalJCes. Mr. Flotron, a jeweler of Lancaster, Pa.,
while traveling in ~~urope, became acquainted with
the Shepherd family, who were also jewelers. He
became attached to the rlaughter, Mary A., but her
parents refusing to let her leave them, be was obliged
to return to America with out her. He had been
hack but a short time, however, before he con-.
eluded that she was necessary to his happiness, and
he accordingly returned to Switzerland to again
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urge his suit. He was successful, and they were
married , the parents resolving to send her youngest
brother with her to see her safe in her new home.
They embarked, encountered several storms, were
shipwrecked and almost lost, but finally landed in
New York, and thence went to Lancaster, Pa. The
sister not liking to be left alone, induced her brother
to remain with her instead of returning to his native land, as his parents expected. He-H. L. Shepherd--then entercrl the employ of Gottleib Scherer,
a farmer and distiller, with whom he remained
until1821. Hethenmanied Susan Scherer, a sister
of his employer, and in 1833 emigrated witlt his
family to Montgomery County, Ohio, where he
died January 4, 186 l , his wife breathing her last
February 4, 1864. Robert anrl Mary (Shepherd)
Sloan had three <:hildren, the wife of our subject
being the youngest. The others are: Susie, wife
of H. H. Kneisley, of Montgomery C.ounty, Ohio;
anrl Henry C., on the old Sloan homestead.
Mr. Barkman has had offices thrust upon him,
being forced to become a member of the School
Board, and is now serving his seconrl term as a
Councilman. He was Tow:~sbip Trustee one year,
but declined a re-nomination. He has been a delegate to county and State conventions, anrl is a
member of the Democratic Central Committee. He
is numbereil among the most influential members
of the party in the northwestern part of the county,
his influence being felt everywhere. He is a charter member of the Knights of Pythias Lodge at
Osborn; is now District Deputy and ]:(epresentative to the Grand Lodge. Mrs. Barkman is a member of the Presbyterian Church.

ILAS W. PRINTZ. The agricultural interests of Mad River Township, Clark
County, received a valuable succession in
1\Iarch, U:S83, by the removal hither of Mr.
Printz, who settled on section 24, where he bas now
one hundrEd and seventy-four ncres and a half of
prime Ianrl which is largely devoted to stock-raising. The improvements consist of a neat and substantial residence, all the barn room required for
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the storage of gmin and shelter of stock, corn cribs,
sheds, wind-mill, water tanks and etc. in addition
to a full supply of farm machinery. A fine orchard
anrl various other fruit trees together with a vineyard yield the luxuri es of their season. In his
stock operations Mr. Printz makes a specialty of
grad ed Norman horses and fu ll -blooderl PolandChina swine. He raises quantities of corn, wheat
and potatoes anrl operates a steam threshing-mach in e of the most improved pattern, which ia the
source of handsome returns.
Mr. Printz is prominently connected with the
Clark County Agricu!Lural Society in whose wellfare be mantains a warm interest, and in connect ion
with which he has served as Superintendent of the
hog department and cattle rlepartmcnt and has contributed liberally of his tune and means to make of
the society a success. He uniformly votes the Democratic ticket and is the Road Supervisor of District
No. 7. He belongs to Ephraim Lodge No. 146,
I. 0 . 0. F. at Spriugfield, also the Knights of Pythias at Enon, being a Tru stee of that lodge. He is
frequently sent as a delegate to the various conventions of his party anrl it thus will be seen occupies
no unirnpOI"l-ant position in connection with the vari<JUS interests of Clark County.
A native of this State, 1\fr. Printz was born April
13, 1848, four miles south of the city of Springfield, where he lived until reaching llis majority.
He .attended the district school until a lad of
thirteen years and at the age of twenty-one, went
to t;pringfi~ld, and commenced au apprenticeship
at the carpenter'~ trade under the instruction of
Henry Van Treff, with whom he remained two
years. He then found employment in the Old
Champion machino shops at Springfield, where he
was employed as a carpenter for a period of ten
years and from fom to six months each y~ar was
on the road, selling machines, being three summers \n Long Island, one year in Vermont, one
year in Utica, N.Y. anrl three summers in various
other places. He was successful, giving good
satisfaction· to his employers an d being paid· a
handsome salary.
In N ovembcr, 1880, l\J r. J'rintz went to Colorado wilh 0. W. Kelley for the purpose of establishing a smelti ng furnace at Bonanza. They oper

atecl this two )•ears when the ore became refractory
and could not be smelted without lead and the enterprise was aban<'lonerl. 1\fr. Printz then returned
to Springfiel<t where he remained until removing to
his present farm.
On the 3rd of April, 1879, our subject was
united in marriage with l\Iiss Charlotte Jenkins.
This lady was born September 17, 1852, in J\farl
River Township, Clark County, and is the daughter
of William B. Jenkins, also a native of that county
ann a carpenter by trade. He followed farming
also, becc;ming successful and prominent. Mrs.
Printz completed be•· edncation in the Springfield
High School and remained with her parents until
her marriage. Of this union there have been born
no chilclren. Mrs. Printz is a member of the Presbyterian Church of Yellow Springs.
Tl!e father of our subject was Peter Pl'intz, a
native of flage•·stown, Mel., an<'l the son of Peter
Pl"intz Sr., who was hom in Germany and who emigraterl to America when a young man. He settled in Maryland and served in the War of 181 2.
He was a batter by trarle but upon emigrating to
Ohio, in 1Rl5, purchased land in Spl"ingfie l<l Township, and became a farmer . lie put up a log cabin in
the wildemess, cleared the hlnd around him and accumu lated a good property. He there spent the
remainder of his days. He was a memi.Jcr in good
st>tnding of the Methodist Episcop~l Church in
which he officiaterl as Class-Leader and was one of
its chief pillars.
The father of our subject was a boy of six years
when his parents settled in Springfield Townsbip,
where he wns rearerl to man's estate anrl engaged
in farming pursuits. In due time he purcbased the
old homestearl of one hundred and sixty-two acres
where be spent the remainder of his days, resting
upon his earthly lnbors March 7, 1873. He was a
man of decided views and voted the stmight Democmtic ticket from first to last. U ncler the instructions of his pious parents, he at an early age became imbu ed with religious principles and n.t the
age of seventeen years identified himself with the
Methodist Episcopal Church, of which he remained
a prominenl and active member until the day of
his rleatb .
1\frs. Atllelinda (Kelley) Printz, the motber of
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onr subject was born at her father's homestead on
the Clifton road in Green Township, Clark County ,
and is a sister of 0. S. Kelley, a sketch of whom appears on another page of this volume togetller with
fnrther notice of the parental family. She snrvived her husband nearly twelve . years, departing
this life at the olrt homestead Ma.rclt 14, 1885. To
her and her husband there has heen born a family of eleven cltildren: Isaiah , the eldest, is farming near West Moorefield ; Mary M., Mrs. Rine, is a
resident of Tiffin , this State; Harah is deceased;
Silas W., our subjeet, was tlte fourth child; William is a resident of Clifton; Oliver and Daniel arc
deceased; Ruth, Mrs. Ballman, is a resident of
Springfield Township; Frank P. lives in Clifton;
Emma, Mrs. Simeral, lives in Mad River Town.
ship; Eugene, the youngeet child is single and lives
with Mrs. Simel'al.

ILLIAM R. SMITH, Secretary and Superintendent of the Springfield Water Works,
may be properly classed among the representative men of this thriving city, and one
whose modesty is commensurate with the excellence
of his character. He comes of one of the best
nationalities on the face of the globe, being a native of Lanarksltire, Scotland, and was born near
the city of Glasgow, December 29, 1829. His parents were John and Elizabeth (Robertson) Smith,
who are both deceased.
Our subject attended the common schools of his
native place until a lad of fifteen, then emigrated
to A.mcrica, via Quebec and Montreal, Canada,
locating first at Brockville, Canada. Thence he emigrated to Sandusky, Ohio, wllere he attended school
during the years 1848-49. Upon leaving school,
he joined a surveying expedition and ~ssisted in
the preliminary survey through tile northem portions of New York and PP-nnsylvania of the Buffalo
& State Line Railroad. The country was then a
wild, uninhabited district, mostly in hemlock tim ber. He suffered much hardship and exposure,
and this, in addition to the cholera epiclemic, from
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wllich many others suffered, caused the expedition
to be abandoned, and young Smith returned to
Sandusky, Ohio.
Entering now the employ of the old M!td River
and Lake Erie Railroad Company (now the Cincinnnti,Sandusky & Cleveland Railroad), Mr. Smith
operated in the construction department until
October, 185 1. Then, going to Springfield, he became conne<Jted with the Springfield and Delaware
branch and the Springfield & London branch of the
same road , in the capacity of foreman for the firm
of Barnard & DeGraff, contractors, wllo were recognized as the ra.i!road kings of t!Jat day, and he
was thus occupied until October, 1854.
Desirous now of visiting the scenes of his boyhood, Mr. Smith returnecl to Scotland on a visit
to !lis parents and fri ends, where be spent three
months very pleasantly-this was in the summer
of 1854. Upon returning to the United States, be
sought his old haunts, and still working his way
upward, became ticket agent and check clerk of the
Mad River & Lake Erie llailroad Company, making his heaclquartet·s at Springfielcl. In 1858 he
took the agency of the Springfield & Delaware
Railroad, at Springfielrl , continuing in the employ
of this company until the road changed hanils and
remained with the new administration until 1869.
In the spring of I 870 lle accepted a position with
tbc Pittsburg, Cincinnati & St. Louis Railroad
Company, with which he remained until 1881.
In the above-mentioned year Mr. Smith entered
the employ of tile Springfield Water Works Company, and in due time, by strict attention to his
duties, was promoted by the Board to the post of
Secretary and Superintendent, the duties of which
he is discharging in a manner creditable to himseli
and satiefactory to all concemed.
William R. Smith was joined in wedlock with
Mary B. Ege at the bride's home, in Springfield,
July 24, 1860. Mrs. Smith was born on tile 31st
of October, 1836, at Laurel Forge, near Carlisle,
Pa., and is the daughter of Michael P. and Jane
Louisa (McKinney) Ege, who were natives of Pennsylvania and now deceased. The three cbililren
born to Mr. and Mrs. Smith are recoriled as follows : Arthur E. is em ployeil in the gas office and
makes his home with !lis parents; Belle W. is the
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wife of E. C. Gwyn, a prominent young business
man of Springfielrl; Mary W. remains nt home
with her parents. The family residencP., a neat
anrl tastily-appointect ~tructure, is pleasantly located nt No. 251~ South Limestone Street, and is
the fr eq uent resort of the many friends whom Mr.
and !\irs. Smith have gatherer! about them since
their residence. JI.Ir. Smith, politically, is identified with the Republican party , anrl socially, bebelongs to the order known as I ron Hall .

EORGE ZIMMEmiAN. Clark County is
the home of many farm ers of p1·ogressive
~~ ideas and enterprising ways, to whom deserved success has come, and whose hom es are a
cred it to the ·county . The above-named gentleman is o ne of these. He owns a fine estate of three
hundred and ten acres in Springfielci Township, the
lanct being und er thorough cultivation, and bearing the various improvements which a man of enterprise always makes. A full line of build ings,
including every necessary and convenient arrangement for the furtherance of the work carl"ied on ,
has been erected, all being well constructed an d
attractive in appearance.
The subject of this sketch is one of twelve chi!,
dren born to Henry and Barbara (Greiner) Zimmerman, natives of the Keystone State, who died
in Dauphin County. There George Zimmet·mnll
first opened his eyes to the light February 11,
11319, growing to manhood upon his fathet·'s form.
His home was there until March, 1859, when he
came to Clark County, Ohio, settl ing in the township where he bas sin ce resid ed . He has followed
farming for the most part during his life, and is
thoroughly conversant with every detail ne~essary
to its successful pursuit.
The first marriage of Mr. Zimmerman took place
in Dauphin County, Pa., his chosen companion
being l\!iss Barbara Stoner, who bore him four cbilclren, three of whom are now living. These are:
Henry M., a grocet· in Spl"ingfielcl; August,us, a
farmer in Kansas; and Mary, who is the wife of
David Tonkinson, of Kamas. The wife and mother
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died in Dauphin County, Pa., and some time later
the widower contracted a second matrimonial aliia nee.
The bride on this occa~ion wa.s Miss Elizabeth
Meek, a native of the Keystone State, 'the marriage
rites being celebrated in Perry County. The union
resulted in the birth of six children, of whom we
n<,te the following: Milton i~ engaged in farming
in Kansas; Araminta C. is the wife of John H.
Moore, a farmer in Springfield Township, Clark
County; they have three child ren-Nellie B., Daisy
C. and Geot·ge C; Alice is tb~ wife of James Ramsey, of Kansas; Simon, Frank and Samuel are living at home. The mother of the so children breathed
her last at her home in this county, August 24,
1866.
The thirct wife of ou r suuject was Miss Elizabeth Parthemorc, who also died in this county, the
date of her clecease being October 14, 187 4. The
talents of Mr . Zimmerman have been recognized
b.f bis fellow-men, whom be has served in some of
the school offices, and as Township Trustee fot·
several years. He is n member of t he Repuuliean
party , in behalf of whose principles he wields all
his influence. He belongs to the United Brethren
. Chu rch , having good stand ing in that religious
body ancl tbrougiLOut the commu nity, as a man
whose principles, intelligence, and hauits afford a
worthy example to those about him.

~

SABELLE (WELLS) LEFFEL makes her home
on a well-improved farm two miles south of
Springfidd, her home being shared by her children. The residence is well built, as nre the other
builclings which adorn the estate, while the land is
productive and well cu ltivated. The estate was
opernte<l for many years hy the clei:ettsed husband
and father, and upon it he breathed his last April
26, 1S77.
Mrs. Leffel was born in Miami County, and having lost her mother when very young, became an
inmate of the home of her paternal grandparents.
She attenrled the district schools , and afterward
arlvanced her edu cation by pursuing her studies in
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the city schools of Dayton. She became well in.
formed, and under excellent home influences developed into a noble womanhood. In 1868 she
became the wife of James M. Leffel, a native of
Cla1·k County, who was reared to agricultural pursuits, an<l always followed that occupation. Their
union resulted in the birth of four children-Clarence N., James J,., Maud V., and Leslie B . They
were quite yonng when cleprived of a father's care,
and their widowed mother has endeavored to fill
his place in the direction of their lives, while keeping before them the memory of the loved and lost.
Mrs. Leffel is of English ancestry, and it is believed that her grandfather was born in the mother
country, and came to America with his parents.
The latter, Samuel und Martha W ells, after having
lived for some time in Virginia, removed to Miami
County, Ohio, where their last years . were spent.
Their mortal remains were deposited on the home
farm six miles from Troy. Their son Silas murrierl
I~lsic Skinner, a nath·e of 15outh Carolina, and is
numbe red anrong the eal'ly settlere of Miami County,
t.o which he went about 182 3. There he bought
l:tnrl, engaged in agriculture, and like his parents,
t·onlinued to reside there until death.
The father of Mrs. Leffel was Richard Wells,
who was born in Virginia, and accompanied his parents to Ohio when about twelv e years old. At that
early day, deer, wild turkeys, and other kind s of
game were plentiful throughout the vicinity in
which they located. Young Wells learned the
trade of a carpenter at Troy, afterward devoting a
part of his tiino to his l>andicraft, and the remaindel· to farming. When a young man he went to
Illinois, where h e was married, subsequently returning to Ohio, and occupying a farm adjoining
that of his father untiJ the rleath of his wife. He
then went West and travelerl quite extensively, his
l:tst years being spent with his children. He died
about 1875, and was bmied in Dayton. He was the
father of four children, Mrs. Leffel being the youngest. The others are: Mrs. Msry J. Karnes, Thomas
Benton, anrl Mrs. Ella Kooglm·, all of whom live in
Miami County.
The father of Mr. Leffel was James P. Leffel,
who was born and reared in Botetourt County, Va.
When Ire was cighte(•n years old l1e left the paren-
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tal roof and journeying . westward, soon reached
Clark County, Ohio. H ere be found employment
on a farm, receiving $2 per month for his services.
He was industrious and faithful, and saved his
earnings, finally being able to buy a mill and dis·
tillery which he opemted some time. He then sold
the property and bought a farm in Springfield
Township, where he resided nntil death. Good
fortune seemed to attenrl him, and be accumulaterl
quite a property. The mairlen name of his wife was
Elizabeth Miller.

~OBERT McKNIGHT.

It has been well said
that "the worth of a State, in the long run,
is the worth of the individuals composing
~ ~ it." National pr.ogress is determined by
the development and advancement of the individual character, and when we consider the sturdy
perseverance of the brave men who hewed out a
path for the coming civilization, the rapid growth
of our country is not so surprising. Among the
list of these pioneers properly belongs the name of
Mr. McKnight, who though long since passed from
the busy scenes of earth, is still remembered affectionately not only by his descendants, but also by
all with whom he was familiarly acquainted.
The bi1·thplace of Mr. McKnight was in the Old
Dominion, where in Rockbridge County he was
horn August 7, 1779. There also be was reared and
educated. His parents w~re named respectively
John and Mary (Patterson) McKnight, whose personal history .;>ill be found in the sketch of Samuel
McKnight on another page. In May, 1807, the
rites ofwecllock were celebrated between him and
llfiss Elizabeth Fulton, with whom he lived happily for nearly half a century, her death taking
place in August, 1854. She was born in Augusta
County, Va., to William and Margaret (Lusk) Fulton, her father being a former.
Mr. McKnight cam2 to Ohio many years ago,
settling in Greene County, east of Spring Valley,
where he residerl during the remainrler of his life,
entering into rest [<ebruary 27, 1856. He was a
soldier during the War of 1812 and served his town

ilr\\\ .
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in various positions, ably filling the offices to which
he was elected, and as a private citizen being honorable, upright and industrious. He was the father
of three children: Margaret, born May 9, 1808;
Mary, April 16, 1810; and James, November 7,
1811.
Miss Margaret McKnight is now the owner of
her father's homestead comprising one hundred and
fifty acres of valuable land in Spring Valley Township; the farm is furnished with the usual comforts
and conveniences fonnd upon an estate which has
been occupied for many years. Although now
eighty-two year8 of age her mental faculties are
unimp!dred, and she manifests in her person the
charm which may be found in old age when tile intelligent mind and Christian heart shine forth in
the countenance ancl manne•·. She is devoted to
the interests of the Presbyterian Church, anil liberal
in her gifts to it and other worthy objects.
Mary, the second child of Robert anil Elizabeth
McKnight, became the wife of JRmcs Lyon. He
was born in Rockingham County,Va., in September,
1805, to John and Catherine (Hook) Lyon, who
were eRrly pioneers of C::esar's Creek, this county.
To himself and wife two children were born: Elizabeth J ., and Martha C. Elizabeth J. is the wife of
William T . Lackey , who was born in Rockbridge
County, Va., March 2, 1850, came to Spring Valley,
this county, in 1869, and was married April 14,
1887. Mr. Lackey is a son of Isaac and Ann
Eliza (Shafer) Lackey, his father being a Virginia
farmer and the son of James Lackey, who married
a Miss McCampbell. Tile second daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Lyon, is the wife of William H. Hopping,
of this county.
James McKnight, the only son of Robert and
Elizabeth (Fulton)McKnight, married Ann McKay ,
who bore him four children: Lizzie, Robert, Maria,
and Susan. Lizzie has been married tllree times,
having two children, James L. and Harper, by her
first husband, Benjamin Jones. Maria became the
wife of William Lyle and has three children: Clara,
Joseph and l\1ary E. ~usan is the wife of Alfred
Smith and the mother of three children: Cora M.,
Maggie 0., and William.
The reader will he pleased to notice on another
page of this volume a lithoi{raphic portrait of the

venerable Miss Margaret McKnight, whose cheerful
face an•l kindly disposition will be affectionately
rem em hered long after she has been called from
earth.

OBERT LYTLE, Teller of the Central National Bank of Xenia, is one of the organizers of - that institution, which opened its
doors for business December 2, 1889, with
Dr. J. S. McCampbell, President, and George
Kendall, Cashier; its capital stock is $50,000, and
being organized under favorable auspices, it is in
as flourishing a condition as its infancy will admit,
and gives promise of becoming one of the substan-tial and well-known institutions of Xenia. Mr.
Lytle began his banking experience on the lowest
round of the ladder, and step by step reached the
position of Teller and Cashier. He is lligbly
spoken of by all who knpw him as one who is
honest and strictly honorable in all his buoiness
-transactions, and who as a man and a citizen is a
credit to the city in which he has made his home.
The birth of l\Ir. Lytle took place in Huntington
County, Pa., August 27, 1830, and his boyhood
was passed in his native State. He had just entered his teens when his parents, James and Fannie
(Smart) Lytle, became citizens of the Buckeye
State, the fatller engaging in farming in this
county. The young son obtained a good education
in the common schools, and remaineil with his parents, assisting his father in agricultural labors,
until his maturity. In January, 1853, he engaged
in the dry-goods trade in a clerical capac.ity, entering the store of J. C. McMillan & Co., where be
remained five years. At the expiration of that
time the firm of Stark, Lytle'& Cooper wasfot·med
from the old organization, and continued in business until 1862, when it was dissolved, two of its
members having enlisted in the army.
The first call for three-months men, in 1861,
found a ready response from Mr. Lytle, who became Captain of Company D, Twelfth Ohio Infantry, and went at once to Camp Jackson,
Columbus. Mr. Stark enlisted in August, 1862,
and became a member of the One Hundred and
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Tenth Regiment. At the conclusion of his army
life our subject took up his abode in Dayton, but
in February, 1864, returned to Xenia, and in September, 1864, entered the Second National Bank
as its ·only clerk, the institution being at that time
in its infancy. There be advanced as the institution en larged its business, and upon reaching the
position of Teller and Cashier continued in it three
years, adding to his reputation as a man of honor
nnd one possessed of decided financial abilities.
At the residence of George and Martha Monroe,
of this city, January 12, 1881, the gentleman of
whom we wa·ite was united in marriage with Miss
Elizabeth, the cultured and amiable daughter of
the host and hostess. The bride is a native of this
~ity, wherein she has gained many ·friends by her
fine character and intelligence. Mr. Lytle is a
consistent member of the United Presbyterian
Church.

0SES A. WALTON, a native-horn citizen of
Greene Com•ty, first opened bis eyes to the
light in Spring Valley Township, July 22,
1840, and is the son of Samuel and Catberi nn (Mendenhall) Walton; the fo rmer was born in
1 ~04, in Shenandoah C(•unty, Va., while the mother
of our subject was born in 1801. Mr. Walton ac quired the rudiments of his education in the common school, and completed his studies in the High
ScltOol at Spring Valley. His father died when he
wns a little lad of four years, and at the age of fifteen he began to assist his mother in the maintenance of the family , and in the management of the
business.
When twenty-two years old, Mr. Vl'alton was
morried, February 12, 1862, to Miss Louisa J.,
daughter of Ambrose and Susan R. (Babb) Elam.
This lady was born in Spring Valley Township,
September 27, 1840, and by her union with our
snbject, became the mother of one child, a <laughter, Nettie M. Mr. Walton after his marriage settle<! on a farm in Spring Valley Township, and in
addition to the successful pursuit of agriculture,
became prominent in local affairs. He was elected
County Commissioner, and after serving for a time,
resigned to tnke charge of the Infirmary. Of this
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he was Trustee seven y~ars, and for a period of
se venteen years lac was a member of the School
Board of Spring Valley Township. Both he and
his estimable wife belong to the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Walton is a11 honored member of
the Masonic fraternity, the Independent Order of
Odd Fellows, and the order of Red Men. For two
years be was Chairman of the State Association of
County Commissioners.
Moses Walton, Sr., the uncle of our subject, was
born on the banks of the Little Miami River, at
Spring Valley Station, June 27, 1809. His parents
were Ed warn R. and Deborah (Allen) Walton, natives of Shenanrloah County, Va.; the father was
born in 1777, and the mother April10, 1775. Tbey
were married in their native State.
Ed ward R. Walton was a miller by trade, and
came on horseback to Ohio in 1806. He endeavored to purchase the farm upon which, later, wa~
located the town of Spring Valley, and. which then
comprised a tract of three hundred acres, but was
outbid by another man who secured the coveted
prize. Mr. Walton then returned to Virginia, and
upon reaching home, fouud James Barnes, the
owner of the land waiting for him, and from him
Mr. Walton pmchased it and removed his family
there in the fall of 1808. He cleared and improve(\
the land, and finally laid out the town of Spring
Valley, maldng twelve lots on the west side of the
pike, while his son Moses platted an equal number
on tbe east side.
Gran!lfather Walton sent a substitute to the army
during the War of 1812. Politically, he was first
a Whig, and then a Republican, and departed this
life at the old homestead April 10, 1867. He outlived his wife many years, she dying at the age of
sixty-eight. She was a very intelligent woman,
and served as a preacher in the Society of Friends.
Tbere was born to them a fam ily of eight chilrl rcn,
viz: Samuel, the father of our subject; Betty, the
wife of William Mendenhall; Mary, who died in
infancy; Moses; Eunice the wife of Eli Compton,
Edward, ,John , and Hannah, Mrs. Amos Cook, now
a resident of Hamilton County, Inrl.
Edward R. Walton was the son of Moses Walton,
who died in Virginia from inju.-ies received by the
sword of an officer who struck at him because, be-
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ing a Quaker, he refused to enter the army. To
him and his wife Eunice Rogers, there was born a
family of seven children, four sons and three daughters. The sons were Samuel, Moses, Ed ward, ancl
John . Deborah (Allen) Walton came to Ohio prior
to her marriage, to visit her two sisters, Mrs. Betty
Haines, of Waynesville, and Cicely Schooley, of
Oldtown, this county. She came to this State upon
the promise of Mr. Walton to marry her. Her
father was Joseph Allen , of Irish origin, and her
mother's first name was Betty. The journey hither
was made on horseback.
Grandmother Walton was three times married,
and there were born to her four sons and three
daughters by her first husb:md. By her second
husband, Mr. Allen , she became the mother of two
children. She spent her last days in Virginia, passing away at a ripe old age.
Moses Walton, Sr., the uncle of our subject, has
never lived outside of Spring Vnlley Township.
He was in the railroad service for sixteen years,
and follower! pork packing for a period of nearly
forty years. He also superintended the operations
of a farm. Politically, be was first a Whig, and
then a Republican, but since the death of President
Garfield, has given his support to the Prohibition
party. He has occupied the various minor offices,
serving as Township Treasurer, and acquitting him self creditably in whatever position he has been
pJaced.
Mr. Walton was first marrioo October 30, 1834,
to Miss Mary Cook. This lady was horn in Warren County, this State, and is the daugllter of ,John
and Dinah (Spray) Cook. Of this union there
were horn five children, viz: Dinah the wife of
Samuel Owen, of Hamilton County, Ind.; Hannah,
Mrs. Aurelius Alexander of Spring Valley; i:iam ·
ual; Deborah, tile widow of Tilmon B. Lloyd, and
Elizabeth, who became the wife of Marion Wildman, and is now deceased. Mrs. Mary (Cook)
Walton departed this life at her llome in Spring
Valley, March 15, 1844. Mr. Walton, October 1,
1845, was married to Miss Rachel, daughter of
Reason Reagan. Of this union there was born one
child, Moses. Mrs. Rachel Walton died April 26,
1848.
The third wife of Mr. "Talton, to whom be was

married, November 19, 1849, was Deborah Johnson. She was born in Highland County, this State,
and is the daughter of Anthon)• and Mary (Lupton)
Johnson. Eight children were born of the third
marriage; four died in infancy. The survivorsJohn, Homer, Lupton, and Ethan Allen, lived to
mature years. Mrs. Deborah Walton died February 28, 1882. All these ladies belonged to the
Society of Friends.

UGUSTUS H. JONES. Miami Township,
Greene County, is the home of many men
of the highest respectability, the most industrious habits, great intelligence and
usefulnes~. Among them all, none receive a greatet·
degree of respect or have a better aim in life than
he whose name introduces this sketch and who is
numbered among the agriculturists of the township.
He possesses more than the ordinary degree of intelligence, is a great reader and a cloee obsen•er of
human nature, which bas become to him like an
open book and affords him mu'tJh instruction and
enjoyment. His principal aim has been to fit his
children well for their chosen occupations and to
be useful to his fellow.men . It is a pleasure to
record that he has been successful in his efforts and
that his children are doing credit to the parental
care and training.
The father of onr subject was Stephen Jones,
who was born in Cincinnati in 1802, and whose
first occupation was that of a wagon-maker, and his
subsequent one that of a farmer. He was a son of
an early settler in the Buckeye State who was
a native of New .Jersey, and who was drowned at
Cincinnati, in which city an uncle of Grandfather
Jones built the first mill. Stephen Jones married
Elizabeth Ball, who belonged to an old Virginian
family but was herself a native of Ohio. Her fa.
ther was a soldier in the War of 1812. After their
marriage, whiclt'took place September 8, 1830, M1·.
and Mrs. Stephen Jones settled two and a half miles
west of Yellow Springs, remaining in that location
about eight years. They then removed to a farm
now owned by William Brewer, but after some
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years became the occupants of the farm now owned
by their son, our subject, which became their permanent home. The father died in Dayton in 1881 ,
and the mother at tho home place in 1875. Their
family conoisted of two children, our subject and
a sister Lydia, who is the wife of Charles McCulloug~, and the mother of two children, her borne
being in Gage County, Neb .
The gentleman with whose name we introduce
this biographical notice was born December 12,
1832, in the township which has been his home
from that day. Having a decided bent toward civil
engineering, he took up the branches of study
which pertained to that occupation, in the Swedenborg College at Urbana, Champaign County, returning to the farm , of which he took charge at
the age of fourteen years, and upon which be has
since remained with the exception of a period devoted to the servjce of his country. The farm is
one mile east of Yellow Springs, and originally belonged to the Mills tract. It eomprises one hundred and twenty-four and a half acres, all now improved, and still carded on by its present owner.
It is devoted to the cultivation of gmin and to the
raising of stock, the cattle Kept being Polled Aber.
deens. The estate is conducted in a manner which
indicates to even a casual observer something of
tho character of the owner, the improvements upon
it also indicating the tastes of the occupants.
The larly who presides over the household economy was born July 30, 1837, and became the wife
of our subject, November 12, 1861. Her maiden
name was Lydia Sheller and she is one of the
eleven children born to Adam and Mary (Hiestand) Sheller, natives of Lancaster County, Pa.,
who came to Clark County, Ohio, at an early day.
Her mother died there October 26, 1874, and her
father May 21, 1883, aged ninety-four years. She
possesses the noble character which merits and wins
esteem, and the cultured mind which affords pet·sonal pleasure and opens up an extenJed field for
usefulness. She attended Antioch College when
the famous educator, Horace Mann, was President
of that institution and could hardly have failed under such guidance to have imbibed grand ideas of
the use which should be made of knowlerlge.
The family of Mr. and Mrs. Jones comprises five
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sons and daughters,whose record is as follows: Augustus W. is a civil engineer, his home being in
Columbus, Ohio; his wife was formerly Miss Hattie
Goodman; Herbert R. is unmarried and is now attending the Ohio State University, fitting himself
for civil engineering; Eva is the wife of Gano
Reeder Baker, a civil engine6r whose home is in
Denver,Col.; Llewgllyn and Clarence B. are students
at Antioch College. A. W. Jones, G. R. Baker and
Mrs. Eva Baker are all graduates of Antioch College.
The family of Mr. Jones attends the Christian
Clturch. He bas been a member of the School
Board for years and was Trustee of Miami Township about twelve years. Last fall he W:IS elected
Land Appraiser for this township, but because of
ill health was obliged to resign and appoint a substitute. He has been an act.ive Republican all hh
life; his ancestors were old-line Whigs. In 1864,
he became a member of Company A, One Hundred
and Fifty-fourth Ohio National Guards, and while
at the front took part in the battle of New Creek,
W. Va. He was discltarged at Camp Dennison the
same year. He belongs to the Grand Army Post
at Yellow &prings.

e

YRUS LOWMAN. This plain and unassuming citizen, without perhaps being the
hero of any thrilling event, has pursued the
even tenor of his way tltrough the years of a long
and worthy life, and is looked upon as one of the
most reliable men of his community. He is an offshoot of one of the pioneer families of Clark
County, within whose limits he still resides, and
ltas performed no unimportant part in developing
a portion of its soil. He was born in Bethel Township, Clark County, wherein he now resides, May
3, 1823, and is the son of David and Sarah (Carney) Lowman, the form er of wltom was a native of
Adams County, Pa. His parents removed with
their family to Ohio in the early part of this century and entered a tract of land from the Government when David was a small boy, and thereafter
made their home in Bethel Township. His father
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built the second stone house that was builL in Clark
County. David was an honest, bani-working man,
anrl succeeded in accumulating a fair share of this
world's goods. For the long period of fifty years
he was a member in good standing of the Chris-.
.tian Church, and took an active part in promoting
its welfare. Politically, he was a Whig until the
abandonment of the old party , and subsequently
became one of the strongest advocates of Repn blican principles. The psternal grandfather of our
subject was George Lowman, likewise a native of
Pennsylvania, anrl who spent his last years in this
township.
To the parents of our subject there were born the
following children: Margaret, Eiizahetb, Cyrus
and Martin (twins), Hannah, Rebecca, Mary, David,
John, ~nsan and Martha. Five of these are living.
Cyrus, our subject, with his brothers and sisters,
was reared on the borne farm in Bethel Townsl1ip,
and received such education as was afforded by
the common school. He, however, made good use
of his time with his books, and after reaching his
majority taught school d·uing the winter seasons
and occupied himself as a bouse painter in summer. Twelve years were spent in this manner, and
he then became interested in the nursery business,
acting as agent for various parties, and followed
this until after the outbreak of the Civil War.
In September, 1861, i\fr. Lowman entered the
Union army as a private, becoming a member of
the Sixteenth Ohio Battery of Light Artillery, with
which he served three yenrs. His regiment operated mostly in Missouri, Arkansas, Mississippi and
Louisiana, being a part of the Thirteenth Army
Corps. Mr. Lowman endured the vicissitudes of a
soldier's life with exemplary conrage,and at the close
of his term of enlistment, after having given a faithful service of thre6 years to his country, received
his honorable discharge in i:lepternber,l864. Returning then to the fruit-tree business, he commenced
opemtions on his own hook, and was the first man
to ship trees to Texas. He also built up a good
patronnge in various other sections of tlJe country,
and continued thus employed until the spring of
1872.
Returning now to New Carlisle, Mr. Lowman
em barked in the shoe trade, in which be has since

been engaged, and in which be has built up an extensive and lucrative patronage. Indeed, he is one
of the leading merchants of the place in this line.
He has been a prominent man in the community,
and after filling various other positions of trust and
responsibility, was elected, in 1873, Mayor of New
Carlisle. He served his term with so much credit
to himself anrl satisfaction to the people that he
was re-elected in the spring of 1875, serving in
all four years. In the year last-mentioned be was
also elected Justice of the Peace, which office he
has siuce held by successive re-elections.
Mr. Lowman wa.s married, in February, 1845, to
Miss Margaret Moses. This lady was born in 1819,
in Pennsylvania, and is a daughter of Abram
Moses and wife, who were likewise natives of the
Keystone State, and who are now deceased. Of
this union there were born live children, viz:
Laura B., who remains nt home _with her parents;
Alpheus, who died when six months old; MaryS.,
the wife of J. J. Shoemaker, a manufacturer of
New Carlisle; Elizabeth, unmarried, and at home;
and Milly, who died in 1864, when eleven years
old. Mr. and Mrs. Lowman identified themselves
with the Christian Church when mere children, and
still hold to the faith which was taught them by
their pious parents. Mr. Lowman cast his first
Presidential vote for Gen. Scott, and is a Repu blican "dyed-in-the-wool"-one of the strongest adherents of his party in thi~ section. He has made
for himself a good rec01·d as a man and a citizen,
and is one whose name will be held in remembrance
long after he bas been gathered to his faLbcrs.

ENRY MUMMA. A well.cultivated and
pleasantly located farm of one hundred
acres is the horne of the gentleman above
nnmed,who may bennrnbered among the old
settlers of Clark County. He WR8 born in Lancas'
ter County, Pa., July 3, 1827, being the youngest
in a family of five children. Of these two beside
himself are now living; Jacob resides in Effingham
County, Ill., and Mrs. Elizabeth Rohrer in Putnam
County, this State, The parents were Christian
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aorl" Elizabeth (Hause) Mumma, who were also
natives of Lancaster County, Pa. The ancestry is
German in the paternal line, nod is supposed to be
English in the maternal line.
In his native county, he of whom we write, was
reared to the age of twelve years, receiving such
educational advantages as the section afforded and
his years would- permit. His parents then removed
to Clark Co.!lnty, Ohio, a settlement being made on
section 19, Moorefield Township, where our subject
is now living. The first home of the family wa.s
a log cabin, and in pioneer style they began their
life in what was practically a torest. Clearing was
begun by the father, assisted by his sons, and in
common with other pioneers, hardships were endured and arduous toil was undorgone by the fam.
ily. Christian Mumma enjoyed a large scqnaint·
nnce and was highly respected by all who knew
him for his honesty and integrity in business trans.
actions, for his industrious habits and the interest
which be took in the development and improvement of the county. He was a member of the
.111ennonite Church, the faith of which brightened
for him the valley of death jnto which he entered
.J uly 22, 1866. His wife, who also enjoyed a large
circle of friends, passed away March 22, 1876.
Henry Mumma has devoted his life to farm labors, his youth huiug been passed in assisting his
father in the development of the homestead upon
which he wns reared to manhood and upon which
he has been carrying on a successful life. Realizing
that it is not gooil for roRn to live alone, he took
a companion January 15, _1!!52, his choice being
Miss Elenora Shopp, who has proved her wor'h as
wife, mother, and neighbor. The happy union has
been blessed by the birth of six child reo, and the
parents mourn the loss of two-Franklin S. and
Amanda C. The survivord are: Sarah E., wife of
John Erter, of Adams County, Iowa ; William H.,
who lives in Fayette County, Ill.; Emma F., wife
of Cyrus Nelson, of Springfield; and Charles E.
Mrs. Mumma wns born in Cumberland County,
Pa., November 16, 1830. Her paternal ancestors
were Gerrnan , while in the maternal line she is of
German and English stock• Her parents were the
Rev. Christian and Sarah M. (Ruply) Shopp, natives or'the Keystone State, who removed .to Ohio
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in the spring of 183 1. Their daughter Elenora,
then a babe but a few months old , was brought in
a cradle in a covered wagon to 1\-Iontgomery
County, in which the family Jived until about
1847. They then changed their residence to
Springfield Township, Clark County, where Mrs.
Shopp died in November, 1871. The widowed
father then to11k up his resid ence in th e home of
our subject where he remainert until also called
home, July 14, 1874. He was a minister of the
United Brethren Church, and labored for many
years in the vineyard of the Lord, mostly a.s a local
minister. He was the father of fourteen chilrlren,
of whom the following are now living : Isaac, in
Mercer County; Solomon, in Henry County, Iowa;
Christian in Burlington, Iowa; Montgomery 0 ., in
Elk County, Kan.; Susannah, wife of George McCaffer-ty, in Jasper County, Mo.; Frances, wiqow of
John Mumma, in Johnson County, Mo.; Sarah,
wife of the Rev.William Wells, in Dayton, this State.,
and the wife of our subject.
Mr. Mumma is a believer in and a supporter of
the principles of the Republican party and favors
all enterprises which will tend to increase the prosperity and true civilization of the country, particularly of that section of which he is an honored
resident.

-·~-
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APT. ROBERT A. STARKEY.
Within
the past decade many business establishments have beep founded in Springfield,
and from small beginnings have developed into
prosperous enterprises, making this city a leading
commercial and manufacturing emporium. One
flourishing firm was established in 1882, and is
now carried on under tbe name of Starkey & Scowden, our Sl)bject being the senior partner. Mr.
Starkey first opened a store on a small scale, occupying only onn little room on West High Street,
where as a dealer in boots and shoes he became
well known throughout the city and vicinity. The
acknowledged superiority of his stock, as well as
his courteous treatment of customers, combined to
increase his trade and, in 1883, he moved to larger
quarters, locating in the Arcade building, where is

682

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

now carried on a successful business, occupying
two rooms. The annual sales 0f the fit·m amo unt
to over $100,000, which sufficiently indicates the
popularity of the managers and the unvarying excellence of theit· goods.
A native of the Buckeye State, our subject was
bom in Scioto Conuty, March 23, 1836. He came
of Virginian parentage, and tracecl his ancestry
back to substantial English and Scotch forefathers.
He is the son of William J . and Martha (.Jones)
Starkey, both of whom were horn in Cumbel'land
County, in the Old Dominion. At an early day,
however, they left their Southern home, and
sought a more congenial location in the Buckeye
State, settling in Pike County, where Robert A.
passed his youth. His fath er , being both a farmer
nn{l cnrpente1·, was an inclustrious, active man, and
nccuululated a competence sufficient to make
happy the declining days of himself and his wife.
They died at their Ohio home, he in June, 1867,
and she in June, 1857.
On the maternal side, our subject is the grandson of Daniel Jones; who wns born in Virginia, of
English lineage, and whose ancestors on both sides
had crossed the Atlantic at an early period in the
history of the United States, settling oo th e James
River, near the. point where Gen. Lee surrendered
to Gen. Grant. Being descended from a long line
of patriotic and worthy ancestors, it is not surprising that our subject possesses qualities of highest patriotism and most scrupulous honor. His
military career proves that be faithfully maintained those principles wh!cb his parents early instilled into the minds of their cbi.Jdren.
Being the eldest of eight cbilclren, of whom six,
four sons and two daughters, grew to maturity,
Robert A. Starkey was at an early age made useful
on the homestead, and receiv ed the advan tages of
what was then considered a good common-school
educat ion, attending a country school until 18M>.
Then, at the age of nineteen years, be commenced
his mercantile career, as a clerk in a country store
at Jasper, Ohio. He afterward became a partner in
the enterprise, the business being conducted under
the name of S. rl. Cutler & Co. After continuing
in this manner until the outbreak of the Civil
'War, he then, in connection with Dr. Wells S.

Jones, who was made Captain, recruited a company, of which he was made First Lieutenant.
ThPy belonged to Company A., Firty-third Regiment, Ohio lnfantt·y, and were assigned to the
Army of the Tennetisee,Gen. Sherman commanding.
In April, 1862, our su bject was promoted to a
captaincy in his company, and acceptably dis .
charged the duties of this position until the summer of 186 4, when be resignccl on account of
disability. He p:trticipated in the following battles; Pittsburg Landing, Corinth, Jackson, Vicksburg, Lookout Mountain and many less important
engagements. At the close of the war he returned to Pike County, Ohio, where he rem ained
one year, and thence going to Portsmouth, the
same State, he entered a wholesale boot and shoe
store in the cap~tc ity of clerk. However, his
worth soon commanded attention, and he was
taken into the house as a partner, the firm name
being Hibbs, Richardson & Co. He retained his
interest iv this establishment about nine years
when, disposing of it, he went to Cincinnati, and engaged in manufacturing boots and shoes for three
years. He <intes his r~sidence in Springfield from
1882, when the prospects of that <Jity for business
enterprises attracted his attention, and he determined to make it his home. It has proved a wise
selection, socially and financially; politically, he
has always worked with the Republican party, and
is considered one of its most influential members.
In religious matters, he is a mernb~r of the Second
Presbyterian Church, of which he is a Tmstee.
He maintains his interest in the past history of his
nation and his connection therewith, by being
He
identified with the M:itcl1ell Post, G . A. R.
also belongs to the Loyal Legion, Cincinnati Commandery.
Capt. Starkey bas :~!ways found a helpful compr.nioo and a devoted wife in the lady with whom
he was united in marriage January 5, 1880. She
bore the maiden name of Alice Wilkinson, and she
was born and reared in London, England, whence
she emigrated to Am erica in 1871, settling in Cincinnati. Her parents, Henry Thomas and Hannah
(Stratton) Wilkinson, were also natives of England, and are now deceased.
Mrs. Starkey received a thorough musical education, both in Eng-
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land and America, and was trained to become a
capable housekeeper. Intelligent and refined , she
makes n charming hostess, and under her pleasant
roof guests receive a hearty welcome.

e

HRlSTIAN KAUFFMAN. Too much credit
cannot be given those who gave up the
comforts of home and hazarded their lives
in order that not a stnr should be riven from the
old flag, and who, on many a bloody field and in
many a w(·nry march, endured cheerfully and
fought bravely to uphold the Union. It gives us
great pleasure to represent in this volume one of
the old soldiers to whom such honor is due,and par ticularly so, as in other respects also he is worthy
of our notice. Christian Kauffman belongs to a
family which sent into the Union service six
brothers, and which has been a prominent one in
Greene County for many years.
It may be well to devote a brief space, before
entering upon the record of our subject, to his progenitors. His grandfather, who also bore the Mme
of Christian, was of German extraction, a native
and life-long resident of Lancaster County, Pa.,
and a farmer and miller. In the same county
another Christian Kauffman, the son of the firstnamed, was born and grew to manhood. He also
was a farmer and miller, carrying on both saw
and grist mills and rebuilding one on tinipe Creek.
In 1840 he removed to Clark County, Ohio, having
hought a farm in Bethel Township the year previous. The tract comprised four hundred and eighty
acres, and cost $25 per acre. On it a home was
established and the owner built a sawmill on Mad
River, where he did qnite an extensive milling
business. He also bought other property until
his landed estate amounted to an entire section. He
died in tlJe year 1871, at the age of seventy· two
years. He belonged to the Mennonite Cl,urch. His
wife was a native of the same county as himself,
her maiden name being Annie Erb. Her father,
Jacob Erb, was a farmer and distiller and possessed of comfortable means. She also died in
Bethel Township, breathing her last in 1878.
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A large family was horn to the nbove-mentionccl couple , thirteen children growing to maturity. Of these, Emanuel is farming in Bethel
Township; ,Jacob lives in Osborn; the nex t on the
family roll is our subject; .John lives in Osborn; Mrs.
Elizabeth H. Howerlives in Bethel Township; Mary,
Mrs. Kneisly, is deceased ; Levi and Benjamin are
farmers in Bethel Township; Reuben is deceased;
Mrs. Anna Mussel man and l\Irs. Sarah l\Iouck live
in Bethel :rownship; Henry resides in Osborn; and
Abraham, in Bethel Township. John and Levi
served with the one hunc\red days' men in the
Civil War; Benjamin enlisted, in 1861, in the
Forty-fourth Ohio Infantry and served three
years; Henry served from 1862 until the close of
the war in the One Hundred and Tenth Ohio Infantry; Abraham served from 1&62 until the close
of the war, first in the Ninety-fourth Infantry, and
later in the Eighth Ohio Cavalry. Their brotherin-law, John Monck, also served three years as a
member of the Forty-fourth Infantry and the
Eighth Ohio Cavalry.
.
The subject of this sketch w&s born fix miles
from J,ancaster, in Lancaster County, Pa. , on
Christmas Day, 1825. He had very good commonschool advantages in his native State, where he
grew to the age of fifteen years. He then accompanied his parents and tl!C rest of the family to
Ohio, twenty-one days being occupied on the journey, d ul'ing which the boys walked the most of the
way. The family and goods were conveyed in
wagons drawn by two span of horses. The location which the father had secured was all timber,
and our subject, with his brothers, chopped logs,
burned brush, and otherwise assisted to clear and
improve a farm in the valley. Like· all families of
early settlers, they had much hard work to do, the
schooling of the children being limited to a few
months' attendance during the winter, at the subscription schools, which were kept in the old-fashioned log schoolhouses.
Christian Kauffman , our subject, remained at
home until twenty years of age, when he was apprenticed to Jearn the wagon maker's trade, at Medway. After serving two and one-half years, he
began joumey work at Dayton, whence he went to
Hagerstown, ln<l., in 1849. After a short time
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spent in journey work there, he retumcd to
D ayton, and the following year went hack to his
native county in the Keystone State, wllere he
worked at his trade and farming for a year. He
then returned to Ohio and took up his resid ence
on the home farm, abandoning Lis trade and tilling the soil until after the war began .
In Augu&t, 1862, Mt·. Kauffman entered the
service, being mustered in, at Piqua, as a Corporal
in Company F, One Hundred and Tenth· Ohio Infantry . The command was sent to Virginia, wh ere
for some months their e:x:periences were not particularly memorable , except t0 those engaged in
them, as tlley took part in no prominent battles
for some time. The first heavy engagement,
which is famous in history, was the battle of Winchester, in June, 18P3 . Then , as part of the Army
of the Potomac, they followed up Gen. L ee, participating in the battles of Warrenton Gap, the
Rappahannock, Brandy Station,Centerville Heights,
CuI peper Courthouse and the scarcely less dangerou s and equally arduous minor skirmishes rluring
the fall. Mr. Kauffman was promoted to the rank
of Sergeant after the battle of Mine Run. The
regim ent wintered at Brandy Station, then crossed
the Rapidan , and rluring tlle following season bore
gallant part in the battles of tb.e Wild erne•s, Spottsylvania, Cold Harbor, Bermuda One Hundred ,
,James River, Petersburg, and Weldon Railroad.
The command to which Sergt. Kauffman belonged then fell back and took up a position b elow
Petersburg, whence they were taken to Baltimore
on the train, and marching to Monocacy Junction,
participated in the battle there, July 9, 1864.
During that engagement the Sergeant received a
minie ball in •the lower part of his right thigh,
but walked back two miles until helped away on
horseback to the field hospital at Allsott's l\Iill.
He was then sent to Baltimore in a box car and
placed in Patterson Park Hospital, in the Lincoln
Ward, where he received the best of treatment.
Gangrene set in and the flesb. bad to be cut away
and caustic applied, consequently the wound was a
long time in healing and the sufferer remained in
the hospital until the holidays. Being then able
to go about on crutches, he received a thirty days'
furlough and visited his home,

At the expiration of his leave, Sergt. Kauffman
retumerl to the hospital anrl was sent to one nt
Germantown, near Philadelphia, where be remained until the last of 1\iarch, when he was able
to rejoin his regiment. He remainetl with the
command, which was at Petersl.mrg when he reached
it, until the close of the war, but was in the hospital at City Point two weeks, and transferrerl by
boat to Washington Hospital. There he was present at the Grand Review, but on account of the
lamen ess with whicl1 be has been afflicted since he
was wounded , he was not able to take an active
part in that great event. He was mustered out of
the service ancl honorably discharged June 22,
1865, and returned to his home conscious t 1tnt be
had faithfully discharged his duty as a patriotic
citizen and secured the esteem of his comrades
and superiur officers. At Colrl Harbor also be was
struck by a ball, hut as its fot·ce was largely spent
it did him no serious injury.
After his return from the field of battle l\Ir.
Kanff'1lan cam e to Osborn and opened a grocery
business in connection with his brother John,
under the firm name of Kauffman Bros. The partnership continued and the business was kept up
until 1874, when our subject sold out, and returning to the farm, operated it until 1880. Another
grocery stock was then bought, and in partnership
with John A. Kneisly, our subject again embarked in the business, the firm carrying on the
store until 1888, when they sold their stock and
dissoll·ed partnership. The war having left Mr.
Kauffman in such a condition that he was not able
to pursue any active physical career, and such a
degree of pt·osperity having attended his efforts
that he was able to retire from bu&iness, he did so
at the termination of the above-mcntionerl partnership.
Mr. Kauffman is a stanch Republican, doing all
that he can to ad vance the interests of the party
whose principles he thinks best calculated for the
good of the land. He has been a delegate to
county conventions. His first vote was cast for
Gen. Zachary Taylor. He has ever been public
spirited and enterprising, and as an honorable
man, a reliable citizen, and a pleasant and agreeabl~ companion, is honored ar:rl respected by all tg
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whom he is known. He has never married, a fact
to be regretted by those wh_o know his kinrlly
nature.
Jacob Kauffman, a brother of our subject, an<l
his associate in the home, went 10 California in
18·19, via the Isthmus of Panama, anrl spent two
years as a miner on the Coast. Returning to his
home, he engaged in farming, afterward being interested in the grocery business in Dayton for five
years and then again beeoming'a farmer. He also embarked in the s11le of fruit trees, traveling for five
years in Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, etc.! in
that business. Afterward he· located in Osborn,
where be was engaged in the grain business until
his retirement from active ntfair8.
A lithographic portrait of Mr. Knutfmnn is presented in connection with this sketch.

ILLIAM H. NEER owns and occupies a
farm of one hundred acres, pleasantly located twd miles east of Cat.'lwba, Clark
County. H<> is also int<>rested in other land west
of Catawba, and in addition to general farming
raises all kinds of stock. The home farm is supplied with a full line of the buildings needful to the
euccessful prosecution of the labors performed
thereon, and it needs but a glance over the broad
expanse to assure a stranger that Mr. Neer is an
enterprising and progressive agriculturist. He is a
native of Pleasant Township, having been born
west of Catawba, July 5, 1848, and on his father's
farm acquired a knowledge of the business which
he has adopted as his own. He received a good
common-school education, and taught four winter
terms of school. At the age of twenty-one years
be began his personal career as a farmer, and after
a few years took a companion in the person of
Miss Anna E. Cartmell, with whom he was united
in marriage December 29, 1874.
Mrs. Neer was horn :September 6, 1850, her birthplace being in this to'!nship, not far from th'lt of
her husband, with whom an acquaintance was beg un in childhood. The childish friendship "grew
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with their growth and strengthened with their
strength,'' developing into a regnrd which husband
an•l wife shonlcl feel for each other . Their happy
union has been blessed by the birth of four bright
daughters-Estelle 111., Carrie A., Laura E. and
1\Iary C. Bot.h Mr. aod 1\frs. Neer belong to the
Methodist Protestant C llllrch, and are held in excellent repute for the mnnner in which they have
endeavorerl to car•·y the precepts of Christianity
iota their daily lives. Mr. Neer has served ns
Township Trustee two terms. In politics he is an
active Republican.
Nathaniel and Rebecca (VanMeter) Cartmell occupied the .first plastered house in Pleasant Township, to which they came from Loudoun County,
Va. Among the members of their family was a
son, Nathaniel lVI., who was horn here in 1816,
and who became a farmer. He married Mary Lofland, who was born in Marietta, in 1823, and who
bore him five sons and three daughters, Mrs. Neer
of this sketch being one of the number. N. 1\L
Cartmell served as Township Trustee, and also as
Trustee of the Children's Horne neat Springfield.
The subject of this sl>etch is a grandson of
Amos Neer, who was born in Loudoun County,
Va., and upon coming to Ohio, in 1817, settled on
land entered by his father, Henry Neer, who had
come hither at an early day. This Henry Neer was
born in the Old Dominion, in 1748, and died in
this county February 3, 1828. He located a tract
of land where Catawba now stands. In 1R27 Amos
Neer bought a small tract about two miles southwest of that village, now owned by his grandson,
A. W . Neer. His first wife bore him seven cbilrlren-Jonathan, Elizabeth, Ann , Susannah, ,Jane,
Nathan and Matilda. After the death of his first
wife he marlied Mr8. Hannah Golden, by whon:: he
bad three children- Joseph H., Amelia and Hannab; the last two now deceased . He was again
married to Nancy Toland. He was a soldie~ in
the War of 1812, and he and his first wife belonged
to the Methodist Episcopal Church. He died April
25, 1843, aged fifty-six years.
Nathan Neer was born in the western part of
Pleasant Township, August 15, 1822! He married
Mary A. Hunter, who was born in the same neighborhood March I, 1823. To them were born ~even
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children, viz.: Levi, who enlisted in the spring of
1865, as a member of Company F, Eighth Ohio
Cavalry.and serYccl about five months, subsequently
dying at the age of twenty-three years; William H.,
of this notice; 1\Iiranda E .,. wife of James H. Engle,
who died childless; Luther, Charles F ., Alonzo W.
and Laura J. Nathan Neer was an active member
of the Republican party, and served as Township
Trustee. He and his wife were devoted members
of the l\lethoclist Episcopal Church, liberal in their
support of its various enterprises, and holding
leading places among .its members. Mr. Neer died
November 13, 1886, his wi<iow surviving until
June 22, 1889.

EORGE L. PAINE, D. D. S. , the oldest
resident dentist of Xenia, is a. practitioner
of forty years standing, having embarke(l
in the profession of 'dentistry May l, 1850. He,
lilw so many of the prominent and succ~ssful citizens of Xenia, is a native of the Buckeye State,
and was born July 3, 1822, in Montgomery County.
His early years were spent on his fathers farm in
Miama Township, Montgomery County, Ohio,
where he attended the common school, and at the
same time became familiar with the pursuits of agriculture.
Usually a man's career is largely the result of
his early smroundings, and especially of the prineiples which have been instilled into his mind during his tender years. The subject of this notice is
the offspling of a good family, being the son of
Henry Paine, of New England antecedents, and a
native of Connecticut. Henry Paine, in 1820, and
when a young man, cast his eyes toward what was
then the Great West, the young State of Ohio, and
in company with a brother, made his way mostly
by stage to the present site of Cincinnati. For
some years thereafter be was engaged as a steamboat captain, plying the waters of the Ohio, during
which time he-accumulated a little Cafital, which
be invested in pork, and for twenty years theroafter was quite an exteosfve dealer in this com mo.
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dity. During that period he was no unimportant
fa<·tor in giving to the Queen City its other, and
perhaps more forcible cognomen "Porkopolis."
The elder Paine finally left Cincinnati and turned
his attention in an entirely different channel,namely,
that of education, and for many years thereaftet· he
was directly connected with the school system of
Montgomery C•:Hlnty. Not long after becoming a
resident of the Buckeye State, he met and married,
at Franklin , Miss Alettab Lane. This larly was
born in New Jersey, and accompanied her parents
to Ohio when a child of eight years, they settling
among the pioneers of Cincinnati, locating at that
point when the now great city was'only a village,
to which they had made their way on a flatboat as
early as 1808. Grandfather George Lane entered
a whole section of land, upon which he erected a
lwmestead where be spent the remainder of his
days. Near that homestead subsequently grew up
the town of Carlisle, on the Cincinnati, Hamilton &
Dayton Railroad.
Jn the vicinity of Carlisle, Henry Paine was married, ami there spent the remainder of his life, passing away about 1848. He held no civil office, but
was quite prominent in military affairs in which he
took a warm inte1est, and was for a long period a
major in the old Ohio militia. His estimable wife
survived him a number of years, her death taking
place in Montgomery County, in 1862. The bousebold circle was completed by the birth of six children, five of whom grew to mature years, and four
al"e now living .. George L., like his brothers ann
sisters, obtninecl his early education in the common school, being encouraged in his stndies by his
father, who was ambitious to have all his children
avail themselves of the opportunities presented
them in this direction. George L. became thoroughly acquainted with English and the classics,
and like his father before him, developed into an
efficient teacher, and was assistant in the academy
at Germantown Ohio, for three years.
We next find young Paim. becoming interested
in the study of medicine, but he abandoned this
shortly after taking one coursP., and entered the
Cincinnati Dental College, from which be was
gmdnated as a dentist in 1852. He bad, however,
prior to this, practiced the art considerably, and
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with one success. His interest in ibis profession
led biin to give to it his best efforts, and not
many years bad passed before he became noted for
his skill, which resulted in the building up of a
large and lucrative business. He was located for a
time in Dayton, but about 1850 came to Xenia, of
which be has since been a continuous resi<lent, and
is looked upon as one of the old landmarks inseparably connected with the welfare of the city.
Dr. Paine was wedded January 27 , 1846, at the
bride's home at Carlisle Station, to Miss Eliza Ann
Barkalow. Mrs. Paine was born in Miami Township, May 3, 1826, and is the daughter of James
and Catherine (Vandervere) Barkalow, who were
natives of New Jersey, hut who came to Ohio during the period of its early settlement. The parents
of 1\Irs. Paine are now deceased. To the Doctor
and his estimable wife there remains but one child,
Elmer E., who is now a gentleman of fine capabili·
ties, and managing editor of the Akron (Ohio)
Daily B eacon. The younger Paine obtained a
clnssical education in the Ollio State University at
Columbu~. and married Miss Margaret Humphreys,
an accomplishecl lacly, who, after being graduated
from the Michigan University, ;.as for some time
employed as a teacher.
With the exception of supporting the principles
of the Republican party at the general elections,
Dr. Paine has very little to do with politics. Early
in life both he and his wife iclentified themselves
with the Presbyterian Church, with which they still
remaiu connected . The family hold a high social
position, and have a pleasant ancl attractive home
in the northern P.art of the city where is clispensed
a generous hospitality to their hosts of friends.

REDERICK HOLFORD. Since he took up
his residence in this city several years ago,
with the view of retiring to private life and
to the enjoyment of an ample fortune, this gentlemnn bas been among the foremost citizens of
Springfielcl to forward its financial interest(!, and his
hand is seen in various schemes to extend its industries ancl commerce and to advance its growth
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in various directions. His operations are by no
means confined to this city and county, but reach
far bcyoncl, as be is engaged in various enterprises
requiring large capital, his interests extending to
clifferent parts of the United States. He is a man
of remarkable energy and tenacity of purpose, with
marvelous capacity for business, and notwithstnncling he is long past the mericlian of life he throws
himself into his work with the vigor ancl zeal of a
man in life's prime, ancl is still perfectly able to superintencl the investment of his money and to manage his large property with unerring judgment.
Tue subject of this notice was born in England,
near Oxford, May 9, 1813. His father, Thomas
Holford, was a native of Berkshire, England, and
in his early youth he acquired the trade of a shoemaker, became a manufacturer, built up a fortuue,
nnd spent his last years in retirement. Our subject learned his father's trade, ancl in 1833 left
home to seek work in London, and was employed
at his trade there one year. His father bad always
taken a great interest in America, and consequently
our subject had heard a great deal about the New
World, and ambitious to seethecountry,ancl to see
what life held for him here in this Eldorado of the
home-seeker and fortune-hunter, be set sail for the
United States in 1834, and landing in New York,
remained in that city one year. He then conclucled
to seek wbat was then the "Far 'Vest," hoping to
better his finances, ancl secme a home for himself.
He started by the most convenient ancl expeclitious
route, by steamer on the Hudson River to Albany,
thence by rail to Schenectady, the only passenger
rail way in the United States at that time, and the
first he hacl ever seen; at Schenectady he took passage on a canal boat for Buffalo. At Tonawanda
he and others left the boat an<l went on foot to
visit Niagara Falls. There was but a small settlement of whites there at that time, and quite anumber of Indians. Three days later the party returned
to Buffalo by steamer, and there engaged passage
for Chicago. On his an·ival in that city he founcl
it n flourishing village of twenty-five hundred inhabitants, with the surrounding country sparse!y
settled, and the most of the land ownecl by the
Government. 1\ir. Holford hacl a frienclliving about
fifty miles north of C!Jicago, and desiring to visit
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llim, be took pa~sage for his place in a box wagon
or stagb, and the roads being bad the male passengers were oblige<] to walk a part of the way.
After arri viug at his destination our subject made
a claim to a tract of Government land, but after
residing on it a few months, concluded that it
would be rather slow work getting rich there, and
returned to Chicago, where he resided a few months
and then went to the territory of Iowa, making his
way Rcross the State of Illinois to Fulton, then but
a hamlet, where he crossed the Father of Waters tu
Clinton County, Iowa. He made a claim to a tract
of Government land at Camancue, .and at once
commenced to improve a farm. He devoted himself assiduously to agriculture the ensuing four
years, and then he retraced his footsteps eastward
as fat· as Cincinnati, where he established himself in
the shoe business, and though ce had but little
capital and had to commence in a small way he
soon worked up an extensive trade , and continued
in business until 1874, when, having acquired a
fortune, he came to Springfield, intending in this
beantiful city to live in retirement from the cares
of a business life and to enjoy his wealth at his
case. llis vigorous temperament, however, would
not allow him to live in idleness, and he was not
satisfied until he once more founrt himself amid the
excitements of an active business !ifc. He accepted
the posi Lion of Vice-President Hnd Treasmer of the
Republic Printing Company, publishers of the
daily and weekly Republic, and he also became a
mcmLer of Ute company that builL the paper mill
at Enon this county, besides prominently identifying himself with various other ent~rprises. Among
other things he utilized the large tract of real estate
that he purchased when he first came here, fot· Lui!d.
i ng purposes, and erected scveml good houses,
l!laoy of which he still owns, deriving a good income fmm their rental, and others hn sold at an
advanced price.
Mr. Holford has passed th~ seventy-seventh
milestone on life's journey, but inheriting a strong
constitution, and being temperate in all things, he
enjoys good health botu physically and mentally,
his vigorous step, clear eye, and keen intellect betraying no marks of age. He has one son, named
George, in whom his hopes and ambitions ru·e now

centered. We have seen in this brief life-record
that our subject possesses a rare talent for business,
far-reaching foresight, and conspicuous practical
goocl sense·, and th~tt the wealth that he has secured by the exercise of these traits has been of
benefit not alone to himself and his friends, but to
his adopted city, as by wisely expending a portion
of it here he has promoted the welfare of the community. A man of frank, pleasant Learing, of
quick and genial wit, whose powers of observation
and wide experience have given him a large fund
of information, he is an entertaining companion
and has gathered around him a large circle of
friends. He is active in religious matters as an
Elder in the Second Presbyterian Church. He has
always shown a great interest in charitable objects,
and was one of the first members of the Board of
Directors of the Childrens' Home of Clark County,
located at Springfield, Ohio.
The lithographic portrait of Mr. Holford, shown
elsewhere in this volume, represents one of Clark
County's honored citizens.

ILLIAM H. BERGER, one of the hestknown residents of Springfield Township,
'lff'lf/ Clark County, is a man of more than ordinary intelligence, thoroughly educated, acquiring a. good fund of general knowledge through his
own efforts, nnd is looked upon as one of the mo&t
useful members of the community. He was born
in Heidelberg Township, Berks County, Pa., January21, 1830, and is the sou of Daniel and Esther
(Body) Berger, both of whom were natives of that
county. The paternal grandfather was also born
there, and was a son of Henry ·Berger, whose fathe•·
was born in Germany. The latter emigt·ated to
America at an eal"iy day, and thereafter spent his
life in Pennsylvania.
Grandfather Be·r gcr was a resident of his nnti ve
State during his entire lite, spending the last years
in Berks Cou~ty. His son Daniel was reared and
married in his native connty, where he learned the
trade of n brick, stone and plaster mason, and followed these tmdes many years. He lived in Berks
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Couniy uniil 1838, then concluded to seek his fortunes in the West. He set out on the long journey with his wife and five childt·en overland with a
team and wagon, and after four weeks spent in
travel, located in Clark County, this State. The
on ly railroad which they came across was one leading into the city of Harrisburg, Pa. The present
flourishing city of Springfield was little more than
a hamlet, having only a few manufacturing interests.
Upon his arrival in Ohio the father of our subject found a vacant house in Lagonda, which be
rented, and began looking about for a tract of land
suitable for his necessities and means. After
about one month he purchased one bun(lred and
thirty-three acres, at $16.66~ per acre, upon which
was a set of log buildings, the place now being
owned and occupied by his son, William H. The
log house was covered with clapboards, rived by
hand and held in place by weight poles. The family occupied this bumble dwelling for two years,
and then Mr. Berger put up .the substantial brick
building which now a<lorns the premises. In due
time. other buildings were ~rected, tbe land
brought to a good state of cultivation, and Mr.
Berger gathered al'Ound himself and family all the
comforts of modern country life.
Upon some occasions the family to which the
mother of our subject belonged spelled their name
Boda. Mrs. Esther (Body) Berger was born in
Berl<s County, Pa., and is the daughter of Henry
Body, likewise a native of the Keystone State, aud
of" German parentage. He fo llowed t he occupation
of a farmer, and spent the closing years of his life
in Berks County.
Daniel Berger was one of the charter Trustees of
the United Brethren Church near Lagonda, serving
many years in that capacity, and was very active
in efforts to take advance steps for educating the
children of the neighborhood. He died l\Iay 19,
1878, in his eighty-fourth year, his wife dying at
the sa nte age, August 31, 1881. Their remains
were laid away in Newcomer Cemetery. The aged
couple bad lived over sixty years in the marriage relation. To them had been born seven
children-Eliza, Mary, Catharine, Sarah, William
H., Daniel and Ellen. Eliza died December 24,
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1825, aged six years; Mary, March 31, 1825, aged
four ; Ellen , Jtine, 1845, aged eleven; and Catharine, May 24, 1889, aged sixty-five.
The subject of this notice was a boy of eight
years when his parents came to Clark County. As
soon as large enough he commenced assisting in
the lighter labors incident to opening up a farm,
and ·he a"quired his education mostly in the district school, attending three months during the
winter season. He, however, was fond of his
hooks, and employed his leisure hours in gaining
useful information. Later, to his great satis faction, he was permitted to attend the High School
at Springfield one year. Before reaching his majority he commenced teaching, and followed this
profession in the Hunter District and Moorefield
Township. Subsequently he taught six months of
each year for a period of twecty-five years, six
years of that time in Moorefield Township aud the
remainder at Lagonda. During the vacations he
was employecl on -the farm.
l\Ir. Berger has been identified with the Prohibition party since its formation, and has held various offices in connection therewith. He has
always maintained a warm interest in the cause of
education, serving as a member of the School
Board eighteen years, and availing himself of evet·y
opportunity to facilitate the proper training of the
young in tbis direction. He has also officiated as
Township Trustee, and in· other local offices. He
is a member in good standing of the United Brethren Church, in which he bas served as Steward,
Class.Leader and Trustee, holding one or more
church offices each year for thit·ty-five years. He
has also been active in Snnday-scllool work, being
Superintendent of the Lagonda Sunday-school
without intermission more than twenty years, and
in all longer than a quarter of a century. His
wife and children are also members of the same
chmch. He has quite frequently been appointed
guardian of children, some of whom, now doing
business, still come to him for ad vice; and has likewise had numerous estates to settle as administrator
or executor.
Miss Mary J. Jackson became the wife of our
subject March 18, 1852, their union taking place
in Moorefield Township. Mrs. Berger was born
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January 11, 1830, in Loudoun County, Y<1., and is
the daughter of John .Jackson, who was a native of
Virginia and is now deceased. JI.Jr. and llfrs. Berger are the parents of five children, viz.: John l\f.;
Elizabeth A., who married Albert H . Tavenner;
l\Iary Esther, Daniel F. and William H., the last
two being deceased. 1\fr. and llfrs. Berger have
taken much interest in the welfare of orr.-hnn children, quite a number having found a home with
them .

J

OSEPH MYERS . A travel er through Greene
County, sees many attractive homes, not
only in the thriving towns, but in the agriculturnl districts, tlle evidences of enterprise
crowned with success being plentiful on .every
hand . In Silver Creek Township, about one mile
west of Jamestown, on the Jamestown & Xenia
Pike, stands a substantial, two-story brick residence
around which fine barns ancl other outbuildin gs
cluster, and well-tilled acres stretch. Everything
about the place bears the air of neatness and orrler,
and the evidences of goorl taste which mark tbe occupants as people of intelligence, thrift and culture. Investigation shows that this estate, which is
one of the finest in the township, comprises one
hundred and fifty-three broarl acre~, anrl is ownecl
and occupied by Joseph Myers and his estimable
wife.
The gentleman w!wse life it is our purpose to
outline in these brief paragraphs, is of German ancestry, more recent generations having lived in
Pennsylvania. Ilis father , ,John lllye•·s, was born
in that State, reared upon a farm, and married to
llliss Lucy Plummer, whose birth and lineage were
;imilar to llis own. After the birth of two daugl•ters they removed to Ohio, settling in Ross Townsbip, this couuty, on a slightly improved farm.
l!cre the husband and fatber died a few years later
while yet in middle life, being but fifty-five years
old. An honest and bard-working man , a consistent mern ber of the Mcthollist Church, and one wbo
endea vore<l to carry the principles of religion in to
his daily life, he was respected by his associates,

and mourned by his family and frienrls. In his
political belief he was a Republican. The widow
survived for many years, making her home with
her son, our subject, after he hecame of age, anrl
passing away und er his roof when nearly sixty
years old. She was a kind and loving mother, a
Cbdstian woman, having been a member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church rl nring the greater part
o.f her life, anclleft a record which her descendants
com template with affectionate pleasure.
Of the seven children born to the couple above
mentioned, our subject and his brother William arc
all who are now living. The latter is a farmer, ns
were the most of the family. He of whom we write
became of age in Ross Township, obtaining his education there, and early acquiring the indnstrions
lmbits and high principles which have characterized
his life. After reaching man's estate he chose for
his companion Miss Susan Long . of Silver Creek
Township, their marriage being celebrated at her
home, after which the newly wedded couple setiled on a farm in Ross Township. Tl!ere tlJey resided for some years, changing their location to
their present home about Ul52. Here l\Ir. Myers
has built up his splendicl farm , while not neglecting the rlutics devolving upon a good citizen and
neighbor.
The companion of Mr. Myers was l!orn in New
Jasper Township, llfny 12, 1827, and being reared
l>y pious parents amid surroundings favorable to
development of the higher qualities of character,
grew to womanhood in the possession of many virtues, together with a knowledge of ctomestic ai-Ls
which has made her useful at home and in society.
Her parents, .James and Alice (Boggs) Long were
born in Virginia and Ohio respectively, and married
in Jackson Connty, this State. Some years afterward they identified themselves with the pioneer
settlers of tbis county, occupying a farm in Silver
Creek Township until deatb. The fat.her passed
away at the age of fifty-t.wo years, and the mother
when twenty years older. Both were consistent
mcm bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and
their home for years was the stopping place of the
ministers, and was tbrown open for the meeting
of the congreg·ation which desired to assemble in
that vicinity They were numbered among the
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tive of the Buckeye State and was born in Clinton
County, June 12, 1817. He there spent his boyhood and youth attending the common school and
being carefully traine~l by pious parents. His father, the Rev. Ambrose Jones, Sr., was a minister
of the ll1etho<list Episcopal Church and horn in
Mansfield County, N. Y. The elder Jones was
reared to manhood in his native county and learned
cabinet-makin g, which trade he followed for a
number of years, also engaging as a general mechanic. He was from boyhood seriously inclined and
finally felt it to be his duty to devote his life to the
Master's work. He, ho·wever, was never regularly
ordained nor did he have any stated charge, hut
simply labored as a local preacher, accepting little
or nothing for hiRservices. The paternal grandfn~
ther of onr subject, likewise named Ambrose Jones,
was born in 'Vales and emigrated to America when
a young man , setlling in New York ·State where he
occupied himself as a mechanic and carpenter.
There he spent the remainder of his life, dying at
the age of seventy-five years. He possessed all the
substantial qualities of his nationality, became
well-to-rlo and a man of prominence in his eomml)nity.
The father of our subject was married in New
York to l\Jiss H<mnah llarnum, a distant relative,
nn<l who belonged to the same family from which
the· famous showman, P. T. Barnum sprang. 1\<Ir.
nnd Mrs. Jones lived in New York State anti! after
-the birth of three cbil<lren, then determining to
, ·seeli: their fortunes iri what was then the rar west,
·set out with teams overlnnd for Ohio.
They
·located. in the wilds of Clinton Count.y, where
MBROSE JONES. For the long period of 1\-Ir: Jones occupied himself as a carpenter and
forty-seven years Mr. Jones bas lived nt ; ·preacher, erecting some of the first buildings in the
the farm which be now owns mi.o · occupies, , county. In due time he became the owner of a
"'
and which comprises a fine body of land ·farm in Chester Township, but in 1832 he removed
embracing one hundred and ·forty-five · acres : in
thence to jefferson ·Township, Greene County,
Jefferson Township, Gre'e ne 'County. ' Running
where with his good wife be spent the balance of
past it is the Xenia & Hussey ;Pikc, a ·pleasnnt - pub~
his life. The father died when about seventy-two
lie highway along: which vehicles m;c 'constan:tl,v
years old. Jl.lrs. Jonessurvivrd her husband many
years, dying at the advanced age of ninety-two.
passing, while the country amuncl is unexcelled iri
the fertility of its soil and beautiful scenery.
Slie with him had been a life-long member of the
Mr. Jones came to Greene Conniy ·hi. 1832,·bnt -Methodist Episcopal Church.
di<l not purchase land untii 184.3, when lie secured
There wns born to the parents of our subject
that which lJC now owns nnd occupies. · He is ana- quite a large f~mily of chil<lren, the most of whom
lending families in this part of th'e county, tbcir int!nence being ever on the side of thnt which is elevating.
The family of our subject is made np ·of eight
sons and daughters: William, the first-born, still remains with his parents; Henry C. is farming in the
same township, having married Miss Nettie Crampton; Louisa is the wife of John Gano, a boot and
shoe manufact11rer in Springfield; Charles A. married Miss Flora Sapp, and is farming at Fowler,
Benton County, Ind.; James A ., who married Miss
Emma Horn~r, is a foundryman in Springfield;
Laura B. is t-he wife of Frank Bryant, their home
being on a farm in Ross Township; J. Franklin is
connected with Mr. Ginn in the lumber business;
Harvey E. married Miss Nellie Griffith, and is timekeeper in his brother's foundry in Spring6eld.
Politically, Mr. Myers is a sound Prohibitionist.
For sixteen years he served his fellow-citizens in
the capacity of T ownship Trustee. He ancl his
wife belong to the llfethoilist I<;piscopal Cbnrcb·,
and rank very high with the best class of citizens,
enjoying the pleasure of knowing that they have
many tri1e and tried frien<ls an the county. Altliougll Mrs . Myers bas been an invalid for some
time, she bears her suffering nnd inactivity with01it
n murmur of discontent, preserving bet genial manner anrl lively interest in the trne and the beautiful, and retaining her int!u ence over those with
whom she comes in contact.
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lived to mature years. Ambrose, like his brothers
and sisters, was carefully reared to habits of .industry and sentiments of honor and acquired such
education as was afforded hy the common schools.
He improved his opportunities for rearling and observation and taught school successfully for a
number of years. Ja.n uary 6, 1839, he took unto
himself a wife and llelpmate, Miss Eliza Jones, who
although of the same name, was no relative. She
was born in Clinton County, this State, in 1818,
and is the daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth Jones,
who were natives of Pennsylvania. They came at
an early day to Ohio, settling first in Clinton
County and tilen removing to Greene County
where they died. The family consisted of five
childr~n , Mrs. Joues being the only one now living.
To our subject and his good wife there has been
born a family of eight children the eldest of whom,.
a d"'ughter, Mary Louisa, became the wife of
James D. Brown, and they live on a farm in Jefferson Township. Maria is the wife of Dr. Charles
Moorman, a physician of Abingdon, Iowa; Lucretia
is the wife of L. D. Jones, a retired farm er now
living in the city of Xenia; Anna J. married H. F.
Jackson, who is a farmer and operates the old .Jones
homestead; Addison M. married Miss Sarah. Stevens, who is now deceased and he lives on a farm
in Jefferson Township. This son fought in tl1 e
Union Army during the Civil \Var, was captured
by the rebels and for a time experienced all tile
horrors of Libby prison; he receives a pension from
the Government. Edward A . married Miss Jaue
Turner and is farming in Silver Creek Township.
Alvena and Rose B. arc at home with their parents.
Mr. and !\Irs. Jones are Spiritualists in religious
belief and politically, our subject affiliates with the
Republican party.
Portraits of Mr. Jones and his wife are shown on
another page of this volume.

e

HARLES A. CREGAR. The building interests of Clark County recognize in the subject of this notiCe one of its roost skilled
architects, who, although yet a young man, has

attained to a high position in his profession. He
has spent his entire life in this Ticinity, is -a native
of the city of Springfield, and was born May 9,
1858. He represents tlne of its most substantial
families, being tile son of Nathan anrl Catherine
(Smith) Cregar, the former a native of Washington
County, Pa., and born in 1825. He died at his
home in Springfield in 1885. The paternal grandfather was Daniel Cregar, who traced his descent
to Germany, and who spent his last years in Maryland. The mother of our subject, also a native of
Washington County, Pa., is still living and makes
her home in Springfield.
Nathan Cregar from early manhood was a contractor and builder, of Springfield, and followed
this business up to the time of his death. Mr.
Cregar studied architecture with Samuel Sloan, of
Baltimore. In 1883 he took our subject in as
partner, which continued until his death, since
which time our subject has conducted the business.
The parental family consisted of four cilildren,
viz.: Edward F., who is employed in the office of
his brother, Charles A.; Frank M., a resident of
Springfield; Lulu, the only daughter, and Charles
A ., our subjeet. The latter, like his brothers, was
given a good education,completing his studies in the
High School at Springfield. He commenced studying for a draftsman soon afterward, and gradually
advanced to architecture, drawing plans for large
and substantial buildings and making of this a
specialty. Subsequently he went to Ft. Wayne,
Ind ., where he worked with and under the instmc.
tion of the noted draftsman, T. J. Tolan, with
whom he remained about eighteen months. By
this means be gained a thorough knowledge of the
different branches in the construction of public
buildings, and evinced an admirable adaptation to
this line of work.
Returning now to Springfield, Mr. Cregar entered the employ of T. B. Peet & Co., manufacturers of galvanized iron fixtures, and was their
principal draftsman for a period of one and a half
years. In 1884 he determined to embark in business on his own account, and accordingly opened
an office in the Mitchell Block, and since that
time bas been employed as the architect of some of
the finest buildings in the city of Springfield, among
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them being the Seconrl Lutheran and the United
Presbyterian Churches , the High School building,
the East High Street School, tbe Pearl Street
School, the Henry and Stewart Blocks, the Savings
Bank, the Bookwalter Block and Arcade Hotel,
the City H all or Market House, this latter being
the finest building in the State. In 1879, at the
building of the new post-office, Mr. Cregar was
Superintendent of Construction, and its goodly
proportions give ample evidence of taste and skill
combined with great solirlity and strength.
The residence of our subject is located at No.
63, North Factory Street, and his family consists
of his wife an<l two children. He was married in
1879, in Springfield, to Miss Mary, daughter of
Edwar<l and Ellen Burns. The parents of Mrs.
Cregar were natives of England and Ireland respectively. She was born in Springfield, where also
&he was educated and reared to womanhood . Both
she and her husband stand high in social circles,
enjoying the friendship and society of the best people of their community. 1\Ir. Cregar belongs t.o
Clark Lodge, No. 101, F. & A. III.; Springfield
Council, No. 17, R. A. M., and Pnlestine Commannery, No. 33, K. T.

ILLIAM COPELAND. The uncompromising integrity, persistent industry, and
\)/
. thrifty hahit8 of the Scotch race are well
represented in the life, character, and acquisitions
of the gentleman above named, who occupies a
farm in Clark County. He was born in Galloway,
Scotland, August 29, 1832, and in his native land
received his youthful training and education. At
the age of nineteen years he determined to seck a
home in the New World, and after landing on the
Eastern shores of the United States came directly
to Spring6eld, Ohio. He remained in that place
but a short time befo•·e going to South Charleston,
making his home with George Murray, and remaining there three years.
·Mr. Copelann then began farming, buying a tract
from James Pringle, which w:;s S<'nrcely more than
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a pond at that time. He drained an•l otherwise improved it, remainin g upon it four years and making
of it a fertile estate which he sold fo•· $65 per acre,
an ad vance of $23 per acre on its cost price. He
t.hen bought one hundred and forty-four acres in
Madison Township, which he still owns and occupies, and to which he has added largely. :Much of
the land which he now owns has been cleared by
himself with the help of his boys. He takes no
active part in pu hlic life except to serve in offices
of a stl'ictly local nature, but pmsues tbe even
tenor of his way, doing well what his hanrl finds to
do in the work which he !las chosen , and finding in
the companionship of his own family . and the
society of his friends all the recreation which he
desires.
The parents of Mr. Copeland were George and
Margaret (Murray) Copeland, both natives of the
Land of the Tl:listlc, where the father spent his entire life. The mother, who married a second time,
came to America a year after the arrival of our
subject.
On 1\Iay 1, 1856, the gentleman of whom we
write was united in marriage with Miss Jane Hopkins, an at.tractivc and energetic young lady who
was horn in County Donegal, Ireland. Her parents,
Robert and •Jane Hopkins, came to Amuica in
1849, settling near South Charleston, where they
lived until recently. The families from which both
Mr. ann Mrs. Copeland descended have held to
Presbyterian faith for many generations past, an<l
to that church our subj ect and his wife belong.
Mr. Copelnnrl is a Repu hlican and has been elected
to tbc office of Township Supervisor. HP. has also
been School Director of this district.
The living children of Mr. and Mrs. Copeland
arc Robert Walter, who married :Miss Ida, daughter
of Mathias and Sallie Smith, of Harmony Township, this county, and who hns two daughters:
Eva May and Fannie; William James, now with
his parents at home and attending to the farm;
John, who still lives with his parents and is a teacher
in the neighborhood; Ethel May, a young !ally,
who still cheers her parents' hearts by her presence
under their roof. Mr. anrl Mrs. Copeland mourn
the loss of four children: an infant son who dierl
at birth; Lester J., who died August 20, 1878, at
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the age of four years and seven months; and two
flaughters who rlied in young lady hood. Jennie E.
pnsserl away January 5, 1878, a~ tbe age of nin eteen
years, and 1\faggic, 1\I:ty 3, 1881, at the age of
twenty-one years. Both these young ladies were
grndnates of tbc Hig h School of South Charleston
nnrl hncl been cngagc<l in teaching. The death of
each w<~s occasioned by ~" posnre in going so far to
school.

·pp

RESTON GLASS, one of the olrler settlers
1mcl successful farmers of Silver Creek
~
Townshi p, Greene County, occupies a farm
)
on tue Waynesv ille Pike two miles from
Jamestown. Tue place upon whiclt he resides comprises sixty-five acres under care ful and intelligent
tillage and bearing substantial edifices which include
all the buil<l ings necessary for the comfort anrl convenience of the occupants. T his place belongs to
Mrs. Glass, a t ract of one hundred and twenty
acres in another part of the township being owned
by ou r subj ect who is also the fortunate possessor
of a fifty-acre farm in Jefferson Township . These
pieces of property are also well impreved and possess considerable valu e, as good land in this county
always does. Since he became of age Mr. Glass
has been identified wilh the farmers of the county
nod his career bas been a most successful one.
In the biography o f Vincent Glass, which is included in this volume, a fullet· history of the family will be found , it sufficing us to say in this connection that our subject belongs to old Virginia
stock and is himself a native of Campbell County,
in the Old Dominion, where his eyes opened to the
lig ht July -1, 182 1. He is the youngest but two in
a family of twelve ch ildren, and was about seven
years of age when the family came to Ohio,locating
in the borders of this township. He well remembers their journey ov erland and the campi ng by
the wayside, together with the early life in this
section, which was at the time of their arrival compnrati vely new. The family being in limited circumstances, the children were obli ged to assist in
the upbuilding of the home, nnd our subject was
J

reared without the arlvantage8 of an education. He
has been obliged to depend upon his natural judgment and the know ledge gained from observation,
instead of upon information gained from books.
The first marriage of Preston Glass took place in
this township, his chosen companion being Miss
Susannah Sheley, who ~·as born here April2, 1820.
Her parents, Benjamin and Mildred (Stror.g)
Sheley, were pioneers in this section whence they
had come from Virginia. She bad grown to maturity in this township which had been her home
during all the yeors pl'ior to her marriage,although
her paren ts afterward spent some time beyond the
limits of the county. ~he proved herself an able
assistant to her husband by her good counsel and
able management of household affairs. She died at
her borne in this to wnship, September 3, 1886,
deeply mourned by her family, in whose sorrow
many frienrls sympathized, her goodness being
known to a large circle of acquaintances. She was a
member of the Christian Church. She had borne
nine children, of whom we note tbe following:
John W. died when quite young; Nancy L., leav,ing one child; Mary E. when two years of age;
Hnldah, after l.aving borne four childt·en, her death
bfing occasioned by her clothing having cal!ght
fire anrl burned her so badly that she survived but
a fortnight. Laban Jives on a farm in Paulding
County; Benjamin is a groceryman at Ogden, Ill.,
his wife being Miss Mnt-y Etta ~ill; Justus N. mar·
ried Rnchael Brya n and occupies a farm in this
township; Catherine C. is the wife of Frank Williams, a farmer of P aulding County ; Eliza J ..is the
wife of John C. Fichthorn ancl lives on tlie old
Glass homestcarl in this township.
The present wife o f Preston Glass was in her
girlhood Miss Mary Elizabeth Turner. She was
born in this township in 1835, and married here
November 22, 188 7. Her parents, Levi and P olly
(Sanders) Turntr, were married in this township.
Mr. Turner was a native of Ohio and his wife was
n native of Kentucky. They liverl to be quite old,
gaining a high rlegree of respect from their fellowcitizens in the community where they had pass~od a
long and successful life. They were members of
the Baptist Church to which their <laughter belongs.
She is still occupying the house in which she was
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. born and where she grew to womanhood, learning
useful habits and practicing them in her life. Mr.
Glass attends the Christian Church; in politics lte
is a Republican. In common with other members
of the family he is held in good repute by all to
whom be is known.

AMES W. BABE. Among those stable and
reliable citizens who have been pursuing the
even tenor of their way and assisting in
sustaining the reputation of the community,
may be properly mentioned Mr. Babb, of Cresar's
Creek, Greene County, who for the last fifteen
years has been engaged in milling, operating both
saw and grist mills. His native place was the city
of Xenb and the date of his birth May 8, 1837.
His parents were James M. and Hannah (Smith)
Babb, who were both natives of Frederick County,
Va., the fatlter born January 17, 18ll, and the
m<>ther J ur.e 4, 1817. They were married in their
native county in 1834.
The father of our subject learned carpentering in
early manhood, and remained in his native State
until the year above mentioned . Then, soon after
Ltis marriage, he decided upon seeking his fortune
in the Buckeye State, and coming to this county,
establishecl himself in Xenia us a carpenter. Later,
he farmerl two years in Clinton County, still, however, maintaining his residence in Xenia. He died
in this city, March 27, 1876. The wife and mother
passed "away many years prior to the decease of
her husband, her death taldng ptace March 28,
1852. Of this union there were bom seven children, five sons and two daughters, four of whom are
Jiving, viz: James W., our subject; Tbomas M. ,George H. and Charles S., the latter a teacher and
farmer in De Kalb County, Mo.
Tile father of our subject married for his second
wife Susan McCreary, who was a native of Ireland,
and who came to America with her uncle wben a
maiden of eigbteen years· This union resulted in
tbe birth of three children, namely: Lon H.; Grace
A the wife of David V. l\icClellan; and Lizzie R.,
th~ wife of John McClain, of Greene County.
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James Bub)) was a very intelligent and well-informe<! man, during his later years a Republican
in politics, and with his first wife, belonged to tlle
Methodist Episcopal Church. 'l'jle paternal grandfatber of our subject was Hemy Mercer Habb,
likewise a native of Frederick Coonty, Va., and
who married l\1iss Grace McCool. To them were
born seven children, viz: Mary, Eliza, Deborah,
Harriet, Thomas, James and Henry M. "With the
exception of Thomas, they were all married and
reared families. Grandfather Babb was a farmer
and miller combined, and during the early days
was a slaveholcler. He likewise belonged to the
Methodist Episcopal Church and spent his entire
life n pon his native soil.
Tne paternal great-grandfather of om subject
was Thomas Babh, who married Blanclle Mercer.
He was born and reared in Pennsylvania, whence
be removccl to Virginia and occupied himeslf as a
carpenter and farmer. His eldest son, John, met
his death on the battlefield during the Revolutionary War. Thomas and Henry llf. were married
and became the fathers of a numbet· of daughters.
The family is supposed to be of English and Irish
origin .
Mrs. Hannah (Smith) Babb was the daughter of
John S. Smith, a native of Virginia, a soldier in
the War of 1812 and a farmer by occupation. 1-Je
married Miss Susan Cmuse, of Frederick County,
Va., and they became the parents of the following
children, all of whom lived to mature years: The
sons were Charles, Joh•J, Henry, Philip and Seth.
The daughters were Jane, Hannah, Caroline, Sarah
and lliary. ,Tohn Sm.,ilh, the frcther of JohnS. Smitb,
was a native of Prussia and a Captain in the English army during the Revolutionary _War. He was
captured hy the Federal troops, and after the war
was over, remained in America, taking the oatb of
allegiance, and becoming a teacher of the German
anrl English languages.
The subject of this notice was reared to man 's
estate in the city of Xenia, acquired his education
in the common schools and :tt an early age ev·ineed
more tban ordinat-y musical talent. He finally became a teacher of the art, and followed this profession for some time during his younger years.
He was first manied, February 11, 1858, to :Mi~s
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Angeline Hays, of Clinton County, this State. This
Indy was the daughter of Joel ancl Sarah {Rayborn)
_llays, of Clinton County, and of theit· union there
w!'rc hom two children, the eldest, l\Iary K , beeame the wife of John Liueinger; Amanda E. died
at the age of nineteen years. The wife and mother
tl<·parted this life Jnly 7, 1862.
l\1r. Babh contracted a second marriage June 11,
1863, with III iss Louisa Lacy. This lady was born
June 29, 1835, in Clinton County, tbis State, and
is the daughter of John ,J. and Ruth (Brown) Lacy,
the latter deceast•(L The father is still living, and
is a farmer by occupation. About 1855 1\Ir. Bal>b
n•moved to Clinton County, wlJCrc he sojourned
until J:tnuary, 1870. He then changed his residence to l'niuterville, where he occupied bimself
iu '~ai'}H'IJtering nnd milling. Since becoming a
voting citizen he has given bis allegiance to the
Republican party. lie was elected Justice of the
Peace in 1 S82, and is still serving. Both he and
his estimable wife arc members in good standing
of the Christian Cbmch.
A lithographic portrait of Mr. Babb is presentee!
in connection with this biography.

OHN B. DUNKEL. The town of Enon
Clark County, has been brougut to its pres~
ent posiLion by the enterprise of a few
such men as Mr. Dunkel, whose industry
and energy l1~ve not only placed him in good circumstances tiJ"tnci~lly, but have bad a perceptible
influence upon those around him. The stimulus of
competition is perhaps more effective in urging
men to exer~ion than anything which can be named,
and there are few in this vicinity who have not had
their ambitions quicl;ened by noticing the career of
the subject of this sketch. He is regarded as a
business m~n of more than orilinary capacities, is
shrewd nn1l self-reliant, the architect of his own
fortune, while at the same time one seldom meets
n mor~ genial or affable man, or one with whom an
hour can be spent in a more pleasant and pro!itahle
manner.
A native of the Keystone State, Mr. Dunkel was
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born near the town of Lanc!lSter, November 20,
1847, and was there reared on a farm, receiving
such education as was afford<!d by the common
sehools. His father, John Dnnl<el, a substantial
citizen of excellent cbaracter, is represented on
another page in this volume. John B. when a lad
of sixteen years came with his father to this county,
in the spring of 1864, and remained a member of
the parental household for six years thereafter.
Tbcn, ready to establish a firesicle of his own, he
was wedded to Miss Rebecca, ilnughtet· of Reuben
Shellabarger, at the bride's borne in Mad River
Township, September 29, 1870. The Shellabar!.:cr
family is duly represented on another page in this
work.
After IJis marriage 1\fr. Dunkel operated the old
homcstcacl until tile spring of 1871. He then
rented a farm, in partnership with his brother-inJ.w one year, and that practically wounct up his
agricultural operations. In the spring of 1872 he
associated himself in partnership with Samuel Arthur, and they purchased a stock of goods, and
establishing themselves at Enon, conducted a store
of general merch:mdis~ four months. ~Jr. Dunkel
then purchased the interest of his partner, and enlarging his facilities for business, has continued
mercbandising until the present time with very
satisfactory results. In the year 1885 he took his
brother A braham in to partnership, and under tbe
firm style of J . B. Dunkel & llro. , they enjoy the
bulk of the trade in theit· own town, and carry the
largest sto"k of goods. Their store is conveniently
arranged, and contains neal'!y everything which
can be mentioned in connection with the village
'or country household. Mr. Dunkel owns the store,
besides his residence and other farm pt·operty, and
occupies one of the pleasantcst homes in the place.
To llfr. and Mt·s. Dunkel thet·e have been born
two chi!Jlren, the eldest of whom, a daughter, Clara,
is attending Wittenberg College, and expects to
graduate in the class of 18U4; Harry remains at
home with his parents. l\lr. Dunkel is a member
in good standing of the Christian Church, in which
he officiates as Trustee, anrl politically, he gives his
allegiance to the Democratic party. He has frequently been sent as a delegate to the various conventions, and is n mem her of the Democratic
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Central Committee. Since 1879 he has officiated
Columbia Streets, and has a frontage of seventyas Township Treasu rer, and has been T own Treasthree feet and a depth of two hundred. Its full
urer for the past ten years. The cause of educacapacity is taxed to accommodate the steeds and
vehicles, together with the various other appointtion finds in him a firm frien<l. He bas been a
ments of a well-equ;pped livery stable, and furnish
member of the School Board , also of the Council.
Socially, he belongs to the Independent Order of . accommodations for the patrons of the institution.
Odd Fellows at Fairfield, and he is Chancellor of
The estimable Christian woman who in 1858
linke<l her life and fortun e with that of Mr. Deffenthe Knigh ts of Pythias at Enon.
bach , was known in her girlhood as Julia A. Seibercl. The union has been blessed by t he birth of
four children-Effie, Pritchard, Essie and Burchard. Effie married William Brinsley and has one
son, named C!Jester; Essie married Mort Beard and
NDREW DEFFENBACH, dealer in feed,
has one daughter, H elen B. Onr subject and his
also keeping a livery stable, has bcm a
entire family belong to the German Lutheran
resident of Springfield forty-one years.
Church. They are known as earnest believers who
He is of German ancestry, coming from
conscientiously endeavor to show their faith by
good old stoc.k who made a home in Pennsylvanht
for many years. In that State his grandfather,
their works.
J acob Deffenbach, is believed to have spent his entire life. There David Deffenbach, Jr,, was born
and reared to agricultural purs uits. After reaching
manhood the latter married Barbara Rohrer, like
himself a native of Lancaster County, whence they
AJ. WILLIAM T. HOUGH. As one of
the early pioneers of Clark County, Mr.
removed to York County. There the wife died in
Hough deserves more than a passing no1841, when her son , onr subject, was eleven yems
old. The widowed father removed to Dauphin
tice. He came to this section of country
County, whence in 1866 he came to Springfield to
during the perio<l of its early development and has
spend his last years with his son. For some years
contributed his full quota toward its subsequent
!Je kept a hotel in the Keystone State and he had
growth and prosperity. H e makes his headquarters
at a well-regulated farm on section 13, Moorefield
served as Sheriff of Lancaster County.
Township, where by a conrse of industry and pruThe natal day of Andrew Deffenbach was .January 5, 1830, and his birthplace the county of which
dence, he has sunounded himself and his family
his parents were natives. When his mother <lied
with all of the comforts and many of the luxuries
the home wa.s brokon up and from that time be
of life.
earned his own living. He first found employment
A native of Loudoun County, Va., the subject
with a farmer in Dauph in County, receiving $3 per
of this notice was born December 25, about 1811,
month and his board for the-labor which h~ peran<l is the son of John and Jane (Braden) Hough,
formed, and remaining with the same man until ~e
who were also natives of the Old Dominion. His
was fifteen years ol<l. H e then came to Springfiel<l,
paternal ancestors are believed to have been of
Ohio, with his brothcr-inJaw, his first employment
English origin. Grand father Hough settled in
here being on the railroad. Later he became a farm
Virginia at an early day, prior to the Revolutionlal:orer on property three miles east of town , and
ary War, and spent his last days there. To John
being industrious and economical he was soon enHough and his estimable wife there was born "
abled to engage in the livery business. In 1865,
family of nine children and William T. is the only
he built a stable which is centrally located and the
survivor. The Hough family as far back as the
seat of a flourishing business. It occupies a site on
records go have been Quakers in religious belief.
the west side of Limestone Street between Main and
William T . wa.s reared to farming pursuits and
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spent his boyhood and youth in his native State,
remaining under the parental roof. His father
died when he was a lad of eleven years and being
the eldest son, he naturnlly assumed many of the
labors belonging to older years. He assisted
hi8 mother and gradually assumed the principal Inhots on the farm to the neglect . of his education ,
but grew up healtuful in mind and body and
availed himself of the opportunity of reading
whenever the occasion pcrmitterl, tilus keeping
himself poste<l upon current events.
l\Ir. Hougil was married in Fauquiet· County, in
January, 1831, to l\1iss Louisa BowHsett and to
them was born a family of nine cuildren of wilom
only four arc living. Joiln is a fn.rmer by occupation and one of tile Trustees of Moorefield Township; George, mal;cs his home in T enn.; Annie,
the wife of Francis Farcl, and Elizabeth, J\olrs.
Hcffcbowcr, a widow, are both residents of ~pring
field . In tlJC fall of 1833 Mr. Hough with ilis
wife and one child, left the Old Dominion nnrl
coming to Ohio located npon the land which con~titutes his present farm.
It bore but little resemblance then to its present condition , being principally wild and uncultivated, and it required the labor of years and the outlay of thousands of dollars to bring about the present improvements. Tile
home farm comprises one hundred and forty acres
while 1\lr. Hough bas nineteen and seventy onehundredth acres elsewhere in the township. As an
example of a man commencing in life without
other resources than his own industt·y an<l pet·sevemnce, be certainly presents in his life and surroundings an ttdrnimblc illustmtion of tbat which
may be accomplished by a resolute will and good
management. His well-tilled acres yield annually
handsome returns and he has a prospect of a competence for his declining years.
Mrs. Louisa Hough departecl tilis life at the
homestead some years since. 1\Ir. Hough contracted
a second marriage Febmary 14, 1882, with 1\Irs.
Caroline Chester and there has been born to them
one daughter, Addie. 1\Ir. Ilough east his first
Presidential vote for Andrew Jackson and remains
a stanch adilerent of the Democratic party. He
has derved as Justice of the Peace of 1\Iooreficld
Township. During his younger years be took an

activo interest in military affairs and at one time
served iu the Obio militia as the Aid -de. camp of
Gen. Kiefer during the Mexican War.
The present wife of our subject was born in
Clark County , November 16, 1843, and is a
daughter of Samuel and Sarah (Honse) Sheeder.
Her parents were natives of Chester County, Pa.,
whence they emigrated to Ohio in 1835, settling
in Moorefield Township, Clark County, among its
earliest pioneers. Tl.te father occupied himself
as a fm·met· and wagon-maker. They brought
with them their three children and three more were
subsequently added to the household circle. Five
are now living, viz : John, a resident of Springfield;
Ambrose living in Bird City, Kan.; Joseph, of Dallas, Tex; Isaac in Dakota and 111rs. Hough. One
daughter, Margaret, died March 10, 1866, in Indiana agr,d thirty.five years. Both parents are
deceased. They wer~ people grently respected in
tlteit· community and members in good standing of
the Lutheran Church. They traced their ancestry
to Germany. 111rs. Hough belongs to the Methodist Churcl.t.
The deceased children of Mr. Hough by his first
wife are-NannieS . C. , Marietta, Vfilliam, Sarah
and Ellen.

pRANK E. FRO~T, a contractor and builder
in Donnels ville, Clark County, was born
~ near tllis place, 1\Iay 2, 1863, and being the
only child of pare!lts who possessed considerable means and desired their son to be well fitted
for tli.e battle of life, he received good school advantages. His boyhood WM passed on a farm a
mile and a half north west of Donnelsville, and his
early education obtained in the common schools,
which at that period afforded instruction in many
of the l.tigher brancl.tes and were under the control
of competent instructors. This was supplemented
by a business course at Nelson's Business College,
at ~prin gfield, after leaving which young Frost
became a book-keeper for the American Manufacturing Company. of New Carlisle.
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After acting in that capacity two years,Mr. Frost
became a trn vcling representati vc of tile Cham pion
City Times for eighteen months, after which he
took up his residence at Donnelsv ille . He is
himself a carpenter, and consequently thorougbly
competent to select material, secure reliahle work
manship, and properly estimate cverytbin g collnected with his business. His own residence is
one of the haudsomcst in t.l~e entire tow11ship and
is presided ovct• by a lady who is a capable housewife an<l au intelligent antl charming companion .
The wife of Mr. Frost was born in Claypool,
Ind., and bore the maiden name of Lydia Keplinget·. She is a daughter of Isaac and Anna
(:Heck) Keplinger, both of whom were horn in
Bethel Township, Clark County, Ohio. The rites
of wedlock between herself and onr subject were
celebrated at her home, 1\Iay 13, 1886. In his political views Mr. Frost is a Democrat, and his religious convictions have led him to unite with the
Lutheran Clmrch. Honorable in his dealings with his
fellow-men, reliable as a citizen and considerate in
the ClOSer relatiOnS Of life, he is entitled to and I'ecciveS the respect of all with whom be comes in
contact.
Jacob Frost, the father of our subject, was bom
in Greene County, in 1806, but when a boy came
to Clark County witb. his parents, who settled in
Bethel Township. There be was reared to maahood and spent the remainder of his life, dying
,Tune 2, 1889. Farming was his chosen vocation,
and by an industrious and prudent pursuit of the
same he acquired considerahle property, being self
made in finances. He was a Democrat. His wife,
form erly Miss Indiana Conmd, was born in 'vVashington County, l\ld., became his wife in Bethel
Township, in 1840, and is yet living.
I•

AVID M cKNIGHT. There is no State in
the Union where agriculture has attained
to a bigher dignity than in the State of
Ohio. Fortunately its originally rich soil
fell into t he hands of a people of more than ordinary intelligence and enterprise, and the result has

J)

709

been that it has obtained a prestige extending
through o ut ti.Je entire Union.

Prom in ent among

those who first inaug urated this extensive and prosperous industry was the llfcKnight family, who
have made for themselves an admirable record and
of whom the subject of this notice is :t worthy
reprcscutative. H e is now quite well ~cl vaa ce d in
yem·s, having been born October 3, 1818, and at
the present time lives only one mile south of hi,;
father's old b'omestead where he first opened his
eyes to the light. His own property aggregates
two hundred and sixty-two aeres in Spring Valley
Township, Greene County, which under his management has become highly productive and valuable.
William and Jane (Fulton) McKnight, the immediate progenitot·s of our subject, were natives of
Virginia and ~ pent their last years in Ohio. The
father was a lifelong farmer by occupation and an
early pioneer o.f this county. After a well-spent
life he rested from his labors, July 16, 1853, passing peacefully a.1va:y ut. the homestead which he had
built up, amid the I'Cgt:ct of many friends. The
mother <red about August 6, 1825. Their family
consisted of six children, threeof Whom are living.
The subject of this notice rece ived careful parental
training and a practieal.education in the common
scl10ol, which was comlucted in a rude Jog house,
with puncheon floor, slabs for 8eats and desks and
the cl1imney built· outside of dirt and sticks. He
worked on the fan1t with his father until his marringe.

The above-mentioned impot·tant :mel interesting
event occurred Apl'il 23, 18G8, the bride being
:Miss EmmaJ. Adams. She was born July 19, 1846,
in Rappahannock County, Va .. to William III. and
llinry Jane (White) Arlams, wlto were natives of
Fauquier County, Va. Their births occurred respectively September 19, 1802, and September 2,
1812. They were reared and married in thcit· native
county. Mr. Adams was given a common-school
education all(l in his younger years followed the
profession of a teacher. Later he worked with his
father as a millwright. In the fall of 1859, he came
to Ohio, settling on a tract of land in the southwestern part of Spring Valley Township uud followed farming the remainder of his days. He was
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called hence August 1, 1879. His widow is still
living, making her home with her three daugl.tLers
in Spring Valley.
To the parents of Mrs. McKnight there were born
the following children: Marcellus W·. is a resident
of Kent County, Mich. ; Ann Sophia is the widow
of J. Buckles and lives in Spring Valley ; Susan F.
is the wife of Fenton Squires and they live in the
vicinity of Waynesville; William H . ; John C. during the Civil War served as a Unio~ soldier in the
One Hundred and Eighty-eighth Ohio Infantry;
Emma J., James T. , Lucy, Alice, Mary Belle and
Sarah E. are living in Ohio. The paternal grandfather was John Adams, likewise a native of Virginia who lived in Warren County, that State, and
died about 1861. He was a first-class carpenter
and a skilled millwrig ht. In religion he belonged
to the Old School Baptist Church. His wife bore
the maiden name of Susannah McLearn. Her father was u Scotch weaver, who, after coming to this
country settled in Virgin.ia and thereafter followed
farming. To John Adams and his estimable partne.r, t.here was born a family of twelve children,
viz : William, Thompson, Charles, Daniel, Joseph,
Eveline, Elizu, Lucy, Suaan, Samh, Cordelia and
Adeline. John Adams departed this life in Virginia in 1862, at the advanced age of eighty-four
years. His wife had passed away many years previously.
To our subject and his good wife there were born
four child1·en, namely , Hannah, William, Mary aud
Robert. Mrs. McKnight belongs to the Old School
Baptist Church. Mr. McKnight upon reaching
his majority identified himself with the Whig party,
casting his first vote for William H. Harrison.
Later be became a stanch defender of Republican
principles and at the election of 1888, cheerfully
voted for the grandson of ''old Tippecanoe." He
was a strong Union ma.n during the late Civil War
und with his brothers contributed liberally toward
its prosecution.
Soon after their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. McKnight located where they now reside. In 1880,
their first residence was destroyed by fire and the
present one was soon afterward erected upon the
same site. This latter· is a fine modern structure,
set in the midst of well-kept grounds and with its

surroundings forms one of tbe most attractive pictmes in tile landscape of this region. The farm
comprises three hundred and forty acres, all of
which lluve been accumulated by the industry,
economy and good management of its present proprietor.
Among the po1·traits in this volume of representative citizens of Greene County we are pleased to
present that of Mr. McKnight.

ILLIAM J. BAIRD. On a well-developed
farm in Pleasant Township, Clark County,
this highly respected gentleman carries on
tile work of general farming in a manner which reflects credit upon his skill and judgment and fur.
nishes him with an excellent income. His estate
comprises one hundred and sixty-five acres and bas
been his home since 1859 . Mr. Baird is a nr.tive
of this county having been born a mile east of
Harmony, March 27, 1826. His boyhood and
youth were passed iu the manner usual to farmers'
sons, his time being divided uetween attendance at
the common schools, the farm labo1·s in which his
strength would allow him to assist, and the reCI·eations to be found in the country.
On March 10, 1857, Mr. Baird was united in
marriage with 1\fnry Hayward, a lady of many estimable traits of cbaracter. She was born at Harper's Ferry, Va., being a daughter of David and
Margaret (Kane) Hayward, who came to Ohio in
1833 and settled two miles east of Springfield. Mr.
Hayward was a blacksmith. The marriage resulted
in the birth of three children : Oscar, llfargaret and
Lewis R Tbe daughter is now the wife of George
Everhart. The devoted wife aud mother was called
fmm time to eternity in September 1864. After having remained a widower until Febrnary19, 1867, Mr.
Baird contracted a second matrimonial alliance being united with Miss Nancy Kimble. This lady is
a daughter of Giles and Eveline (Turne1·) Kimble
and was bQrn in Harmony Township. Her futher
is a farmer. She is a woman whose wortu is acknowledged by all who know her and in whom the
heart of husband and children may rejoice. She
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bas borne our subject five children: Lizzie, Milton
J., N•·llic A., Eva A., and Laura E.
Mr. Baird has been an active Republican for
many years. lie has sm·ved as Township Trustee
and in 1889 wos elected to .that office unsolici~ed.
For fifteen years he ha.• been a member of the
School Board in which he has materially advanced
tile cause of education. He is a mem bet· of the
Presbyterian Church while his wife is identified
witll the Methodist Episcopal denomination.
The ancestry of our subject is 11n honorable one,
the family being originally of Scotland, whence
members of it removed to Ireland and thence came
to America. Going back to the third generation
prior to our subject we fincl William Baird, who
left to his childt·en over five thousand ucres of land
in Maryland, Virgini" and Kentucky. He was intimately associated in the business wiLit a Mr.
Breckenridge who was one of the first men to settle
in the Blue Gmss State. The next in the dit·ect
line was another William Baird, who wns born near
lhgerstown, Md. , March 16, 1762, and who, rluring
the latter part of the Revolutionary War, served as
" guard about nine months. He married Dorothy
Cammerrer, a native of Maryland and of Dutch
ancestry. After having lived for som,e time in
Westmoreland County, Pa., in the spl'ing of 1794
they journ~yed to Kentucky on a flatboat, settling
at Flemingsburg, whence in 1808 they removed to
Ohio on horseback. Settlement was made on one
hundred and sixty acres of land in Harmony Township, Clark County, the acreage being afterward
increased to five hundred anrl fitLy. There Mrs.
Baird <lied in 1824, her husband surviving until
!If arch 10, 1836. She was a rlevout member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. Their family consisted of the following sons anrl daughters: Hester,
who mnrl'ierl John Smith; Susannah, the wife of
Joshua Tatman, of Flemingsburg, Ky., who died
childless; Elizabeth, MaryAnn, wife of John Hodge;
l'eter C., John, who died in Kosciusko County, Ind.,
anrl William D.
Peter C. Baird was horn in Greensburg, Westmorelan•l Connty, l'a., September l(i, 1792, and
grew to matnl'ity in Obio, >Yhere he resided from
his fifteenth year until he had passed the age of
four-score, dying November 2, 1873, He was a
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successful farmer, accumulating a nice fortune.
Afler his marriage he settled on one hundred and
fifty-two acres on the National Pike ea~t of Hat·mony, where be resided until his death. He was
an oltl line Whig and afterward a sturdy Republican. He married Frances Wilson, who was born
near King's Mountain, N.C., and who belonged to
a highly respectable fai:nily . Her father, John Wilson, was a Justice of the Peace twenty-seven ye•rs;
he was a strict Presbyterian and was highly thought
of by all to whom his character was known. He
marl'ied Hannah Baird, also of North Carolina
whence they came to Ohio, spending the later years
of their life in Fayette Connty. The fathers of
both took part in the celebrated battle at King's
Mountain .
This worthy couple were the parents of six sons
and six daughters, the subject of this biographical
notice being the first.born. All of the sons and
four daughtet·s lived bcyonrl their childhood. John
was accidentally killed in sliding from a straw stack;
Willis is living in Dade County, Mo.; Lewis, who
served in Company K, Thirty-first Ohio Infantry,
is now living in Jessamine County, Ky.; Robert .J.,
who belonged to Company I, One Hunrlred and
Tenth Ohio Infantry, was killed in the battle of
the Wilderness; Samuel died when eighteen years
old; Clarissa is the wife of John Mills, of Green
Township; Caroline lives on the old homestead;
Susan lives with ~er; llf:try A. is now deceased.

J

OSEPH D. LITTLE. One of the important
industries of Clark County is that of the
Springfiehl Fertilizer Company, whose works
are located on East High Street, and who employ fl'Om tlnrty to forty men. The business was
established in 1883 by L. M. Goode, F. A. Kissell
and J. D. Little. They manufacture fertilizing
agents, which find a ready sale in the East, and in
which there is a large local trade. The subject of
this brief biographical notice is Of English and
Scotch descent and a native of Monmouth County,
N ..J., where his eyes opened to the light March
30, 1840. His father, Thomas Little, died when
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Joseph was a lad of twelve years, and he was
thrown somewhat on his own resources for support. Going to Philadelphia, Pa., he entered the
employ of his uncle, A. W. Little, an extensive
silk importer, in whose establishment be acquired
a knowledge of that trade and good business
habits.
Young Little remained with his uncle until the
outbreak of the Civil War, when he became a
member of il company which was composed of
young men from the lJest Philadelphia families and
lmown as the Anderson Troop. The 0ompany was
formed into a battalion, and afterward, by the addition of other companies, into a regiment, and
ordered to the front. It was not properly officered,
however, and on receiving orders to engage in
battle, they refused to move the regiment. Three
companies of one hundred men each agreed to go
into the fight if supplied with proper officers,
which was done. During the battle nearly half the
;,-.en were killed or taken prisoners, Mr. Little be. ing one of the number captnrcd by the enemy. He
was taken to Libby Prison, where he remained
until 1863, when he was paroled and sent to the
Philadelphia hospital on account of sickness. There
he received h is final discharge.
After leaving the army, Mr. Little located in
llluncic, Ind., where he embarked in mercantile
business, selling out, however, a few months later.
He then went to Dayton, Ohio, and engaged in the
sale of agricultural implements. In 1867 he came
to Springfield, entering the employ of Amos Whiteley & Co., manufacturers of reapers and mowers.
He remained with that firm three years, at the expiration of that period becoming superintendent
fo'r the firm of Rinehart, Ballard & Co., afterward
acquiring an interest in the concern. In 1882 the
firm sold out to 0. S. Ke)ly. llir. Little then secured an interest in the Tricycle Manufacturing
Company ,of Springfield, which he disposed of upon
the organization of the company to which he now
belongs.
In 1875 Mr. Little was united in marriage with
Miss Lucy Rinehart, of this city. Her parents are
James W. and Caroline (Pennock) Rinehart, formerly of Greene County, Pa., in which she was
born. She has borne her husband three children

-Elizabeth R, Ar~hur W . and Joseph D ., Jr. lllr.
Little belongs to Clark Lodge, No. 101, F . &
A. M., and to Springfield Chapter, No . 48, R.A .M.
In politics be is a Republican, aud is now representing the Eighth Ward in the Ci ty Council.
Enterprising in business affairs, honorable as a man
and citizen, and manifesting an int.clligeut interest in the movements which are for the good of the
community, be receives the respect of mnny friends.
His estimable wife, who was carefully reared and
well educated, is also esteemed for her character
and usefulness.

MOS BRIGGS. This gentleman is one of
the heavy farmers of Clark County, his attmclive home being situated in Madison
Township, on a tract of lanfi which bas
been in the possession of the family for many years .
The dwelling is one of the well-built ftoame structures wbicb do credit alike to the tuste and home
care of the occupants, and is a model of hospitality
and comfort. It occupies the site of the log cabin
which wus the original family home in this State,
and which was erected by John Briggs, the grandfather of our subject. His father, Samuel Briggs,
the great-grandfather of Amos, served as a soldier
in the Revolutionary War. The family is of English lineage, and several genemtions ago was represented in Virginia by various members. Among
these was Samuel Briggs, a native of the Mother
Country, who spent the greater part of his life in
the Old Dominion. In 1801 his five sons, including John, the granrlfatber of our subject, settled on
Paint Creek, Ross County, Ohio, whence two years
later one of them with his wife and family, came to
•he place now occupied by our subject, the other
brothers remaining near Chillicoth e. After other
settlers began to locate in this neighborhood, John
Briggs opened his house to the preaching of the
gospel for tt number of years, the old log schoolhouse which stood on land formerly owned by M1·.
Paullin, near where the brick one now does, being
afterward used as a place of worship. The wife of
John Briggs was Catherine Peterson, a lady of Ger-
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man ancestry. The remnins of both rest in the New
'louth Charleston cemetery. Grandpa Briggs lived
until 1852, reaching the age of eighty-six years ; his
widow survived until June 1864, being a bout ninety
years old when called hence.
The first purcha8e of John Briggs in this section
was four hundred and ninety. acres of land, with
which he was content, never adding to the acreage.
He bad a family of flve sons nnd four daughters,
that grew to matut·ity, and one child that died in
1814, and is buried near the home which is nf!w
quite n family neighborhood . The estate was divided between the sons, nnd finally the larger por·
tion came the possession of Samuel, to ~hom some
of the others sold, removing West. He departed
this life September 8, 1850, his wife surviving until January 30, 1889.
About a year after ,John Briggs settled here,
there came to this section from Virginia, George
Herupleman and his fl\11lily. When Mr. Hemplemnn caught sight of the cnbin in the woods, be
turned to his wife, who was riding a pack-horse,
and said: ''I wonder what fool ever got out to this
God-forsaken country." The trnvelers remained
over night in the cabin, where they were treated
with the old tiroe frontier hospitality. The supper
'consisted of venison, and bread baked in a Dutch
oven, and was heartily enjoyed by them as they
were all very hungry. Elizabeth Hempleman, then
aiJout six ye~trs of age, often afterward referred to
it as the best meal they ever had. The family went
on four miles, settling where the parents spent the
remainder of their lives. Miss Elizabeth, after
reaching maturity, became the wife of Samuel
Briggs, under whose father's roof she and her parents bad been s!.eltered on their first entrance into
this ncighborho'lrl. The George Hempleman mentionerl above, was the sou of another George a na..
tive of Germany, who also came to Ohio in 180!!,
settled two miles north of Cht~rleston, and lived to
be one hnndrecl and ten years of age. His mortal
remains were also deposited in the old South Charleston cemetery.
Amos Briggs, of whom we write, was born Febr~nry 13, 1828, in a bouse on the old homestead,
where be was reared. amid somewhat more primitive surroundings than those of his present life.
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He took his chance in the schools of the day, and
acquiring a good practical lmowledge of the important branches of study, developing a sturdy
manliness which seems to be almost & necessary con sequence amid the scenes in which his boyhood
was passed. On March 12, 1861, he was united in
marriage with Miss Margaret A. Bateman, a noble
hearted and intelligent woman, who bas been his
most cher·ished compnnion since their wedding day.
The union has been cb ildless.
Having abundant menus to gratify their tastes,
Mr. and Mrs. Briggs indulge in such pleasures as
people of intelligence, refinement, and a love of
nature can enjoy; and find an _o utlet for the kindlin~.ss nod generosity of their natures in quietly assisting the needy and aiding in various good works.
In 1875, they made an extended trip to the West,
which was greatly enjoyed by them at the time,
and affords much pleasure in the retrospect. They
spent a few days in Chicago, St. Louis, and Kansas
City, thence going to Denver and Colorado Sprin~s,
aml visiting the points of interest in the Centennial State. They then passed through Utah and
Nevada to California, stopping as fancy led them,
and after reaching the Golden State, making a
thorough tour of the Yosemite Valley, and Calaveras County, the home of the big trees. From
California they went to Or·egon on a Pacific steamer,
returning by the mountain route, so being enabled
to view every variety of scenery that the Rocky
Mountain and coast region afford.
Mrs. Margaret Briggs is a great-grand-daughter
of Henry Bateman, who bought the mansion of
Lord Baltimore near tbe city of -that name, that
historic edifice becoming the family home of the
Batemans. In it William Bateman was born February 17, 1741. He married 1\fargaret .Ducker, a
Indy of English ancestry, who was born May 5,
1749. Their marriage was celebrated December
27, 1771, among their _childt·en being Daniel H.,
who was born June 1, 1787, and who "was the father
of Mrs. Briggs. . The family is a patriotic one,
William Bateman having sent two sons to the War
of 1812, and having had a brother John, who w!IS
Rn otllcer in the Revolutionary War.
Daniel Bateman chose for his wife !\-lies Elizabeth Snrlott, who wns born in Bracken County,
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Ky., and who accompanied uer parents to 0hio in
1820, their settlement being made in Ross Town·
ship, Greene County. Mr. Bateman uad come to
this section in 1812. In 1851, he removed with
his family to South Charleston, where both he mul
his wife. p~scd away. The rleath of the latter occurred November 18, 1854, and he survived until
February 2, 1863. The Batemans were believers
in the doctrines of the Episcopal Church, and the
Surlotts have been Methodists for generations.
Mrs. Briggs is a member of the Methodist Church.
Politically, Mr. Briggs is a stanch Democrat.

D

AN. BAKER is the owner and occupant of
an excellent piece of property in Miami
Township, Greene County, which has been
his life-long home. It comprises one hundred and
thirteen acres of well-improved land, a portion of
it being timber, and various crops being raised
upon that which is under the plow. The residence
is a substantial brick house, which was built by tbe
father of our subject, and occupies the site of the
old log house in which our subject was born. The
personal character .of Mr. Baker is above reproach,
good principles marking his intercomse with his
fellow-men, and the utmost kindliness being shown
by him to his wife and children. Never h!tving
heen a rover, his principal knowle<lge of the world
has been obtained hy reading, but he keeps up nn
intelligent interest in the world's affairs by this
means.
Among the early settlers in this county was
Thomas Baker, who came hither from Pennsylvania
about 1812, and settled a mile northwest of Clifton,
where he rlied September 22, 1821, at the age of
fifty-nineyears. He was accompanied to this State
by his son Nayl, who had opened his eyes to the
light in the Keystone State May 25, 1795. The
latter after reaching manhood took for l•is wife
l\liss Huldah Mills, who was boi·n June 8, 1803,
their marriage taking place in 1825. They at once
settled on what is now known as the Campbell farm,
but r.fter living upon it some years sold and purchased that now ownerl by our subject which they

marle their permanent home. There the husband
breatherl his last, April 17, 1865, his widow surviving until April 28, 1877. They were the parents of nine children, as follows: Sarah, now llfrs.
Wilson; Jacob aa<l Thomas, deceased ; William;
llfary and Mrs. Racbael Smith, deceased; Dan; Mrs.
Lettitia Kilcr, and au infant.
The natal day of Dan Baker was April 20, 1839.
He received but a common. school education and
was obliged to work Lard, assisting his fatuer until
the death of the latter, and afterward continuing
his labors upon the home place. He had left the parental home rlnring the Ci vii War, taking the field
M a member of Company F,One Hundred and Fiftyfomth Ohio Infantry, which was detailed for
guard duty at Piedmont, W. V a. After serving
until his time expired he was discharged at Camp
Dennison and returned to the farm, where he has
since remained. After his maniage bP. and his wife
settled down upon the homestead anrl took care of
his mother until she passed away.
The wife of Mr. Baker was in her girlhood Susan
E. Waymire. She is one of nine children bom to
Daniel and Mnrianna \Yaymire, four of whom
are now living. Her parents were natives of South
Cawlina whence tbey moved to Dayton, Ohio,
where she was horn J11ly 12, 1845. Her father was
a contractor, one of his jobs being the old courthouse at Dayton and his last contract the Lagonda
Honse at Springfield. The marriage ceremony of
Mr. and Mrs. Baker took place February 22, 1872,
and bas been blessed by the birth of seven children.
Joseph, the first-born, die<l in infrmcy; Mary Eliza
is now sixteen years of age; Hnldah is deceascrl;
Anna S. is thirteeu years old; John William is deceased; Bessie Y. has reached the age of eight
years; Evan D. is six years olrl. Mrs. Baker being
ll. woman of intelligence, good erlucation and fine
character, ably fulfills the duties of wife and mother,
and is, with her husband's co-operation, instilling
into the min<ls of their children firm principles and
a desire for usefuluess.
Mr. Baker is now filling the office of Supervidor
of his district and he has been a member of tbe
School Board for about sixteen years. He has always tak~n a lively interest in political affairs, voting the Republican ticket. In former years he be-
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longed to the Grange and be is an advocate of
tern perance. He is a Trustee of the l'resbyLerian
Church to which both he and his wife belong. On
his father's side Mr. tlaker is of Irish extraction
and in the maternal line is of Welsh stock. His
grandparents Thomas Baker and Sarah ·woodward
were manied in 1785, at the Friends' meeting.

AMES M. BARBER. Among those who
have passed away and who have left behind
them a good record a• men and citizens,
may be properly mentioned Mr. Barber. A
man of unbounded energy and enterprise, he most
assuredly left his footprints on the sands of tiine
and presented an example of industry and pcrseverallce worthy of emulation. Commencing with
modest means, such was his diligence and his good
judgment in the dishursem entof his capital, that at
his death he left a large estate including fi vc hundred and twenty-one acres of land which was divided up among his children before the widow bad
been assigned her dowry of one hundred and nineteen acres, which with its buildings and other improvements constitutes one of the most desirable
country homes in Greene County.
Mr. Barber was born Janua•·y 18, 1822, in Cedarville Township, and was a man of strong character,
warm in his likes and dislikes, but of that temperament which drew toward him hosts of friends and
which made him greatly beloved, especially by his
near neighbors and his own family. He was formerly a Democrat in politics but during the lntter
part of his life was an active worker in the ranks
of the Prohibition party. He wa.s warmly interested in tern perance movements and totally opposed
to the manufacture and sale of inLoxicating
liquors. He kept himself thoroughly posted upon
current events and loved to travel-a pastime in
which be wa.s joined by his amiable wife .who enjoyed this recreation as much as himself. Their
last journey was to Jacksonville, Fla., where Mr.
Barber was attacked with cerebro hemorrhage,
from which his death ensued January 25, 1888.
The bereaved wife returned home with the remains

J

715

of her husband an<l they wm·e laid to rest in Cedarville cemetery while over Lhem has been erected
the finest monument in this pat·t of the country.
The maniage of James Barber and Miss Mary
L. Bickett was celebrated at the bride's home, her
father's farm, near .Ja.sper, April 13, 1852, and not
quite three years afterward, December 27, 1854,
they removed to the home where Mrs. Barbe•· still
lives. Mrs. Barber was born May 6, 1833, in Ja.sper Township and is the daughter of John Rickett,
who came to Ohio from Pennsylvania in 1818;
settling in Xenia Township, this county. The paternal grandparents, John and Elizabeth Bickett,
were natives of Ireland and of Scotch-Irish descent,
and settled in Pennsylvanin in the year 1797. The
early progenitors of the family were Protestants as
their descendants have uniformly been. Grand.
father Bickett upon coming to America settled in
Pennsylvania where he spent the remainder of his
life. His wife subsequently joined her children in
this county and died about 1839 or 1840, having
attained to the advanced age of eighty years.
The Bbketts in coming to America were on thP
ocean twenty weeks.
John Bickett was married in 1821 to Miss Peggy
Dean, daughter of Daniel Dean, wbo removed to
Ohio from Lexington, Ky., at a very early day.
The maiden name of his wife was Elizabeth Steele
also of Kentucky.
'
To Mr. and Mrs. Barber there was. born a family of twelve children, all of whom are livinoJohn C. is a prosperous merchant of Ceclarvill::
Robert Lee is inarried, has one child and is en:
gaged in merchandising at South Salem, this State·
he visited California during the gold excitemen~
and is a very intelligent man, well informed upon
all general su hjects and especially the history of
tbe great West. Chal"les l\L is married and farming on a part of the old homcst.ead, about one-half
mile from his mother; he bas two chil<lren-Co!in
and Marie. Huldah J., a mute, manied Charles
H . Rice, afflicted iu tbe same manner. They however, have a bright little boy, Jamie, wbo can do
enough talking for the family and can converse
with his parents by means of his fingers as readily
as they. The little fellow has considerable knowledge of telegraphing and is more than ordinarily
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bl"igbt ,mrl promising. They live on a farm n short
rlistnnee north of Cedarville. Alice is the wife of
R. S. Anderson nnd the mother of two bright
chilrlren- Ethel anrl Eula; they live on their own
farm ncar Clifton, this county; Lama H . is the
wife of D. S. Collins, _nnrl they also live on
a farm ncar Clifton; :Miss Etlie makes her llome
with her brother in Cednrville; A. D. cnrrics on
the hom e farm for his mother in a highly creditable manner; Norah, lea, Luna and .Tessie complete
the list. .Mr. Barber from his youth wa.s a consistent memuer of the United Presbyterian Church,
to which Mrs. Barber belongs as <loes also her
whole family except one son.

e

HARLES LEDBETTER was born two miles
southwest of Xenia , on the Columbus and
Cincinnati Pike, November 2, 18H. Although only a boy when the C ivil War brok-e out
he wns firerl with tile . spil"it of patriotism which
swept broa.rlcnst over the 1'orth, an d ns soon as it
wns possible to do so, joined the Union forces, being a. member of Company D, One 1-Iunrlred and
Fifty-fourth Ohio Infantry,in the one hundrcrl rlays'
service. The most important engagement in which
he took part, was at New Creel<, IV . Va., the one
hun<lred day men being mostly given the duty of
guarding stores, roads, anrl a similar needful service, thus relieving the older solrli ~rs, and enabling
them to devote thei•· time to more aggressive warfare. Our subject harl received a common-school
c<ln eation, which in this State, and in the latter half
of the nin eteenth century, is suffic ient foundation
for a use ful ani! honorable career. lie bas always
lived with his parents, and now works the homestead, which comprises on~ hunrl•·erl and fifty·five
acree in X enia Townshi p.
The father of our subject was John H. Ledbetter,
who was born in Virginih, and went with his parents to Kentucky, thence coming to Greene County
many years ago. After the war he located on sixtyt.hrce acres of the land now owned and occupied by
our subject, inmensing his possessions until tlwy
reacher! the ncrenge before not.erl. His rlenth oc-

em-red in December, 1887, when he was seventyone years old. He was the father of six children:
Joseph, the first-born, belo~ged to the Seventeenth
Ohio Battc•-y, nnd served in his country's cause
until April 9, 1863, when he was sent home from
Vicksburg, and died five days after reaching the
parental roof. The other members of the family
circle are Charles, Addison, Newton , Laura, and
Dicey Ann, who died when two months old.
The wife of John H . Ledbetter, and the mother
of our subject, was in her gii·lbood l\liss Jane Richardson; she was born ne:u- Brookville, Ind., April
5, 1820. Her parents William and Ann (Boone)
Richarrlson, liverl for some time in Virginia, thence
removing to Lebanon, Ohio, and from there to Indiana, wh ere both died. The father was a tanner,
distiller, and miller. He was a son of Edmund
Richardson, of 1\Iarylanrl, and his wife was :> dnught cr of Valentine Boone, an early settler in Cresar'~
Creek Township, and of German origin. The parents of Mrs. Ledbetter had twelve children-Andrew, Samuel, Elizabeth, Mary, Edmund, Lycous,
Margaret, Rebecca, Henry, Jackson, ,Jane, and Ann.
After the deatb of the mother, their father married Jane Collis, by whom he rearcrl two children,
John allfl Sallie. Both the parents of our subject
believed in the tenets of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, with which they becam e i<lentifled many
years ago .

f1

ILO W . ANDERSON. The farm owned
and occupied by the above-named gentleman is located in Greene County, four and
a half miles south of Xenia, on Cresar's
Creek, and comprises seventy acres of land. Although the estate is not so large ns many in the
township, it is one of considerable value, being
well improved and conducted in such a manner as
to show that its owner is both enterprising and
progressive. Mr. Ande•·son is <mgaged in fnrming
and stock-raising and is numbered among !he substantial men of the county, in which be has lived
all his life.
The natal dny of Milo W. Ande1·son was March
27, 1857 , and his hirthplnec the farm adjoining that
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which he now occupies. His parents were J oseph
and Matilrla (Stanfielrl) Anderson, whose history
will be found on another page in this volume.
Unrler theit careful tutelage he became firm in
principles, industrious in hnbits and fitted for a
useful and honorable life. He was reared on the
farm, received a goorl common-school cdncation,
and after his marriage purchased from his father n
portion of the old homesteacl, upon which he has
since carried on his own successful career.
At the home of th e bricle's parents, October 5,
1875, the rites of wcrllocl< were cclehratecl between
!llilo W. Anclcrson and Margaret Alice Howard.
The bride· is the second child of Minor and Maria
(Haverstick) Howard, who are natives of Warren
County, Ohio, and of Maryland, respectively. She
was born in Xenia, August 29, 1856, is well erlucatecl, and possesses those virtues of heart and
mind which fit her for usefuiness in life ancl for an
influence which extends far beyond her home. The
only other member of the faruily is Emma J., wife
of .James Shane.
l\Ir. and Mrs. Anderson nrc members of theRefol'llJCd Church. Thei r otherwise happy marriage ·
is a childless one, but although denied that outlet
for their affection they bestow their good will in
abundant measure on those about them, winning in
rdum a due measure of esteem awl consideration.

OHN A. KNEISLY. To have descended
from a long line of honorable ancestors is a
matter of pride to those so ba.ppily situated,
and it is invariably their desire to reflect
credit on the worthy name they bear. Naturally,
such is the feeling of Mr. Kneisly, who is not
only justly proud of his ancestry, but is filling the
public position which be occupies , that of Postmaster Of Osbom, Greene County, to the satisfaction of the community and with honor to himself:
His portr·ait, which will be noticed on the opposite
page, represents a prominent citizen of the
town, one who bas been a leading merchant,
anrl who is, at all times, a liberal supporter of
every worthy public -e nterprise. Ilis genial man-
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ncrs and thor<>ugh acquaiutance with the world,
make him a pleasan t compnnion with whom to
pass a few hotu·s, while his education and refinement make him welcome in social circles.
The su bjcct of thi~ sketch was hOrn at Kneis!y
Station , in Bath Township, Deeemher 17, 1851.
He is th~ first-born of the three children of Benjamin and .llfary (Kauffman) Kneisly, and the only
one now living. Ilis brother Benjamin died in
infancy, and his sister·, Mt·s. Susan A. Sheppard,
died in Osborn.
The lad harl gootl e.~ucational
adv~tntages in this county, and at Dayton, where
he lived with his grandfather until the death of
th e latter. In boyhood he spent the intervals of
stu<ly in assisting his grandfather by doing erranrls
ancl chores that were suited to bis years. 'Vhen
seventeen years old he started out for himself, and
coming to Osbom became a clerk for his uncles,
Christ an<! John Kauffman . He continued his
clerical labors until 1880 , when be became a partncr in .the firm of Kauffman & Kneisly, running a
grocery store until 1888. He then sold his interest and retired from mercantile business, devoting
his attent.ion to a public office which he was then
holding . In Jnne, 1889, he received the appointment of Postmaster, and is now attending thoroughly to the duties of the office, and carrying
on the sale of a small stock of stationery.
Mr. Kncisly has been in the Town Council four
years, and was Village Clerk two years, resigning
the latter position to take his present one. He
was also for three years a member of the School
Board, having manifested a deeper interest in the
eause of education, and being more liberal and active in supporting the school, the church, and
other enterprises of an elevating character·, than
many men of greater means. His wife is a member of the Lutheran Church, which he attends, and
to the SllJ)port of wllich he contrilmtes. In
pnlitics he is a true blue Republican. Socially, he
is an Odd Fellow, and has represented the order
in the Gran<l Lo<lge five terms, heing now Past
Noble Gr~tnd for the third time, and Secret:wy of
the encampment. He also !Jelongs to the A. F. &
A. l\1., Blue Lodge, of which be is Past 1\Iast.er,
llnil holds membership in the Chapter ancl Council
at Carlisle. He has represented this order also in
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the Grand Lorlge, and is also :t member of the
Knights of Pythias, being a charter member of the
Osborn Lodge.
At the bride's home in Montgomery County, on
Christmas day, 1876, the riteg of wedlock were
celebrated between John A. Kneisly and Emily J.
Bey!.
The bride, who was born in Bath Township, this county, is a daughter o.f Solomon Bey!,
formerly of Pennsylvania, and now a prominent
farmer in Montgomery County. She is a fine type
of intelligent and cultured christian womanhood,
and an ornament to the society in which she moves.
The happy union has been blessed by the birth of
one child, Om B.
The grandfather, with whom our subject spent
his youth, was John Kneisly, a native of Pennsylvania, who became a resident of the Buckeye State
in the spring of 1828. He had opei·ated an oil
mill in his native State, anrl after coming to Ohio
·carried on a llourmill and a distillery on the Marl
River, doing a large business, and being very successful. He had settled in Bath Township, this
county, upon land which he purchased, also entering some in Montgomery County, owning altogether some one thousand acres.
Besides his
milling business, he bought grain and other produce extensively and carried on a store. Kneisly
Station was named for him. He did business there
until he had a stroke of paralysis, when he removed to Dayton, spending the rest of his life in
that city enjoying the fruits of honest industry.
He was well known and influential, and his fortune
was probably not surpassed by that of any other
man in the township. I-Ie was interested in the
improvement of the country, built churches, tumpikes, and in other ways contributed in developing
the land from its primeval wilderness. He was an
active member of the Reformed Church.
His
death tool< place in 1868.
The father of our subject was born in Lancaster
County, Pa., but coming to tltis section wllcn a
c!Jild, was reared here and began his business career in the distillery of his father. He worked in
that establishment until it closed.
During the
'Var he was a Captain in the Ohio State Militia,
and in 1866, went South in the Government employ. He was in the Quartermaster's Department
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at Galveston, Tex., where he died of yellow fever
in 1867, at the age of thirty-nine years.
He belonged to the Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons,
the Royal Arch Masons, and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. His wife was also a native
of Pennsylvania, her father, Christian Kauffman,
being a native of and farmer in Lancaster County.
He came to this section of Ohio about 1840, and
successfully continued his agricultural lnbors here.
M1·s. Kneisly diecl in Dayton, in 1885.

REDERICK W . WILLISS, proprietor of
Williss's College of Short-Hand, has long
been recognized as an expert stenographer
and sends his representatives to different parts of
the State and country to take down the proceedings of important cases in court in the employ of
the leading Attorneys. The college was establisherl
in the summer of 1880 as an individual enterprise
aml since its inception has steadily grown in favor
with the people and is now in the enjoyment of a
liberal patronage. It is believed by many that the
day will come when the tedious method of longhand writing will be done away with and this important invention he substituted in its stead. As
in other trades nnrl professions some will become
expert while others never rise above mediocrity.
Mr. Williss is unquestionably numbered among the
first mentioned. He takes a live interest in the pl'Ofession and has done much to increase its popularity
among business men and others.
The subject of this notice was bom in Madison
Township, Clark County, this State, June 18, 1859,
and is the only son of Perrin and Anna Williss.
Tl_!e father was bom and reared in Indiana and died
in 1864, when his son Frede•·ick was only five years
old. The mother is still living and a resident of
Springfield. She was bom in Clark County, aud
within its limits has spent nearly her entire life.
Mr. Williss of whom we write, pursued his eal'!y
studies in the country schools and when sufficiently
advanced, attended the Normal School at South
Charleston from which he was duly gmdu .. ted.
Afterward he entered the law office of Keifer &:
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White of Springfield and wos arlmittcd to the bar
in 1880. He was employer! for a time on a salary
with this firm. He bad prior to this for seve.-al
years been a short-band writer and for the paot
twelve years has been a lnw and gencml reporter in
diffet·ent cities in the State.
Finally, being convinced that he could become
n successful instructor of the art, Mr. Williss in
1880, embarked in his present enterprise to which
l.e now gives his entire attention and admits to the
school pupils of both sexes. The college is located
on the third floor of the Masonic Building, ·No. 29,
"\Vest Main Street. Besides a good local patronage,
it accommodates pupils from nearly every State in
the Union, nil the way from one to two hundred.
lt is the largest institution of the kind in the State
of Ohio.
Mr. Williss was married in October, 1881, to
.l\Jiss Mattie H. Sands, who wns b0rn in Clark
County, and at the time of their wedding was a
resident of South Charleston. Mrs. Williss is a
daughter of Israel and Hope San<ls who were natives of Illinois. Her mother is <leeeosed, and her
father lives in Kansas. Four sons and a daughter
h:we been born of this union-Carl, Frank, Warren
K., Grace and Frederick W., Jr. The family residl'llce is at No. G5, West Pleasant Street, and its
inmates number among their friends the intelligent
and cultured people of the city. Politically he is a
Republican.

f1

AHLON KERSHNER. The subject of this
notice has long been a familiar figure
among the business interests of Springfield,
and has been a life-long resident of Ohio,
which is his nativ~ State. He was born Fcbmary
20, 1832, three miles west of Yellow Springs, in
Greene County, and is the son of Thomos Kersh.
ner, who was born in Cincinnati in 1806. His
paternal grandfather, Solomon Kershner, a native
of Maryland, was born near Hagarstown, Rnd spent
his last years in Ohio. The latter was the son of a
farmer of modest means, and who is supposed to
have spent his entire life in Maryland.
The paternal gmntlfnlhet· of our subject was
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reared in his native State, whence be emigrated
about 1805, and locaterl at Ft. "\Vashington, now
Cincinnati, ann which was then a hamlet of a few
log houses. He was a weaver by trade, and followed this, in addition tv various other pursuits,
about one year in t!Jat vicinity, then removed to
Greene County, and located on a tract of land four
miles west of Yellow Springs, and whicb. his fatherin-law had taken up frvm the Government. The
w!Jole State of Ohio was then a wildemess, peopled
mostly by Indians and wild animals. Deer, turkeys and other wild game were plentiful, while the
wolves howled around the settler's door at night.
No railroads were built in this locality for many
years, all the surplus farm products being transported to Cincinnati overland by teams. Grandfather Kershner was very prosperous, and became
the owner of large tracts of land, and spent the re .
mainder of his days Rt the homestead which he had
bnilt up in the wilderness, being callecl hence i';,
1850, at the advanced age of seventy-six.
The father of our subject was an infant when his
parents settled in Greene County, wherein he was
reared and married. His father gave him one hundred and sixty acres of land in Bath Township, and
npon this he followed farming many years. In
October, 1859, he sold out, and removing to Noble
County, Ind., purchased a farm, and resided there
until his death, which occurred in September, 1878.
ll is wife bore the maiden name of Magdalene Kershner; she was born in Maryland, and was the daughter of Daniel Kershner; she died at the old farm,
October 12, 1877, preceding her husband a little over one year. They reared three children:
Margaret, who married .Jeremiah Clark; Mnhlon,
our subject; and Maria, the wife of Nm·y Fry.
The subject of this sketch was reared at the
home farm in Ohio, and resided tuere with his parents until after his marriage. After the celebration
of this event he ope.-ated on his father's land two
years, ancl then rented land near Enon for eighteen
months. In 1859 he removed to l\Iichigan, and
located on his father-in-law's farm in Kalamazoo
County, where he resided three years. At the expiration of this time he retumed to Greene County,
where he farmed about four years. His next removal was to Noble County, Ind., where he
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engaged in farming six years. Returning then to
Springfield, this State, he engaged in teaming until
1884, and then on account of ill health was obliged
to abandon this business; he is now living quietly
at his home in the city.
In January, 1854, our subject was wedded to
Miss Anna Eppley. Mrs . Kershner was born Novembc•· 22, 1825, in Rockingham County, Yn., ani!
is a daughter of Adam and Rebecca (Durr) Eppley,
a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this volume.
~be became the mother of two children-Mary and
William G., nnrl died at her home in Springfield ,
April 7, 1882. Mr. Kershner's claughtet· 1\lary is
the wife of A. L. Cutting, an engineer on the lllissouri Pacific Raili·oad. ·william marrier! Miss JWa
Taylor, and resides in Cincinnati, being in the employ of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Company.

ON. JACOB KREIDER MOWER, formerly
a member of the Ohio Legislature, is one
of the able attorneys of Clark County and
one whose sound common sense and ripe
judgment have given bim a good position among
Ius brethren of the legal fmternity. A man whose
iutegrity is beyond question, be is one who has the
rare faculty of being the same to all, high and low,
rich and poor, never prides himself upon his success in life but is ever ready to lend a helping banil
to those less fortunate. He has a thorough knowledge of his profession , has achieved an enviable
reputation as a lawyer, is skillful as a cross examiner
and successful in presenting his case before a jury.
In social and business circles he is a general favorite and no man in the city of Springfield has a circle of warmer or more rlisinterestcd friends. He has
for the past two years been President of the Clark
County Bar Association.
The subject of this notice was born in.Franl<lin
County, Pa., April4, 1833 , and is the son of G~orge
and llfary (Kreider) llfower. The latter is the
daughter of .John and Barham (~chmidt) Kreider
and the grand-daughter of the Rev. l\1m·tin Kreider
of the United Brethreu Church. His paternal grnndp:uents were George anil Eve (Lcitig) Mower who

=================

spent their last years in Pennsylvania. George
Mower was a native of Pennsylvania and a farmer
by occupation, an honest and reliable man of decided views and opinions who was first a Whig.
politically, later a member of the Free Soil party
and finally identifiecl himself with the Republican
party. He departed this life at the old homestead
in Richlanrl County, in 1855.
. The suhject of this notice was tbe youngest in a
family of eight children and came to Ohio with his
parents in the spring of 1834, they settling on a
farm near the village of Ontario, Richland County.
The education of Jacoh K., which had been begun
ttt a schoolhouse called the "quail trap" ncar his
home, was continued at the High School at Massillon, the Ohio "\Vesleyan University at Delaware
anil the Ohio State University at Athens. He was
graduaterl from the latter in 1856, receiving the
degree of A. B. Soon afterward he became Superintendent of the public schools at Athens, and in
the meantime employed his leisure hours in the
reacling of law to such goorl advantage that he was
admitted to the bar in the autumn of 1858, having
studied in the office of Leonidas Jewett. In December, that ye:ll', he took up his residence in
Springfield where he has since been engaged in the
active practice of his profession and for five years
operateil with a partner under the firm name of
Mower & Rawlins. He served a3 City Solicitor in
1868-69 and was a member of the Board of Edtlcation from 187 3 to 1878. In tbe meantime he
became prominent in local politics and was finally
elected to represent Clark County in the Ohio Legislature, serving in 1870- 71.
Mr. Mower cast his first Presidential vote for
,John C. Fremont in 1856. l-Ie was always an ardent anti-slavery man and in his youth piloted
many a fugitive from his home in Richland to
Oberlin,which was then a safe harbor for those who
were enrleavoring to escape from bond:tge. 1\Ir.
Mower is a firm believer in the equal rights of all
without regard to race, color or sex, and believes
the greatest evil of this country is the disfranchisement of a majority of its citizens-and those of the
best cbss. It is therefore not surprising that when
a member of tile Legislature, he was appointed
Chairman of the Committee on Woman Suffrage.
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Furtller, he claims that the tariff should not be n
pnrty question, but that each representative in
Congress should be free to act so as to protect the
industries and interests of the citizeus of bis own
locality.
The marriage of the Hon. Jacob K. Mower and
l\liss Eunice M. Rice occurred December 2, 1858,
at tbe bride's home in Hillsboro, Ohio. ll! rs. Mower
was born March 2, 1833, at a farmhouse in Ames
Township, Athens County. Ohio, and is a chugbter
of Sabinns and Pamela (Hibbard) Rice. Her fatiler was the son of Jason and Sarah (Hibbard)
Rice aml the grandson of Jonas :mel Deborah
(Force) Rice. Jason Rice was a native of Poultney ,
N. Y., and drew a pension as a Revolutionary
soldic.r.. Pamela Hibbard is the daughter of the
Rev. Ithamar and Hannah (Woo:1) Hibbard, the
form er born in Windham , Conn., and the latter
born in Norwich, Conn. To Mr. and Mrs. Mower
have been born two daughters and a son. Mabel,
the eldest, is a gradunte of the Ohio Wesleyan
University at Delaware, where she completed l1er
studies in the summer of 1882, and received the
dt·gree of A. B. Alice Mary took the same degree
at Wittenberg College, Springfield, in the year
18ll4. Carl Kreider was grnduated from the same
institution in 1886, and having studied law in his
father's office was admitted to the bar in February,
1889; he is now junior member of the firm of
Mower & Mower, Attorneys.

ETER KEPLINGER. The main points in
the history of this old-time resident of
Fairfield, Greene County, and who is now
deceased, are essenti:\lly as follows : l-Ie
was born in Burwick Townsllip, Adams County,
1
Pa., June 28, 1810, where he was reared to manhood and learned the trade of a tinsmith. He clerked
in a hardware store in Baltimore, Md., for a time,
and later conducted n tinsbop at his old home for
~time.

In the spring of 1833 Mr. Keplinger came to
Kneisly Station to visit his brother William, who
was a miller at that place, He liked the looks of
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the country, as did abo his wife, he having been
married, so they concluded to locate at Fairfield.
Mr. Keplinger started a tinsltop in connection with
a small grocery store and a bakery. He 1~as occupied with this until 1846, then turning his attention
to agricultural pmsuits, located on a farm of one
hund•·ed aud eighty acres on section 28, Bath
Towuship. Mr. Keplinger commenced at first
principles in establishing a home, as there were
scarcely any improvements on the land, and being
more than ordinarily enterprising and industrious,
he. in due time, found him self on the highway to
success. He brought the land to a good state of
cultivation, enclosed the whole wit1.1 substantial
fencing, planted fruit and sha.de trees, and erected
the necessary buildings, including a fine house and
a large barn, the latter 40x 80 feet in dimensions.
This farm under the careful management of the
proprietor became one of the model homesteads of
Greene County.
In 1861, having accum ulated a sufficiency for
their declining years, l\Ir. and Mrs. Keplinger decided to retire from active labor, and leaving the
farm in care of the boys, removed to the town of
Osborn, where Mr. Keplinger had seven acres of
ground, and put up tt comfortable residence. He
thereafter interested himself in the ed ucntion of his
children, nnd he hns also signalized himself as a
public-spirited eitizen, by laboring to secure the
first railroad through the place, and the constructlion of turnpike roads. He was one of the pillars
of the Lutheran Church in which be officiated as
Elder for many years. In politics, be supported
the Republican party. His useful life terminated
February 13, 1875, amid the sorrowing of an affectionate family, and the regrets of the whole
community.
The marriage of Peter Keplinger and Miss Mary
A. Stough was celebmted at the home of the 1nide's
un cle, in this county, November 17, 1833 . Mrs,
Kpelingcr was born in Stoughstown, Cum~erland
County, Pa., June 21, 1816, and is the daughter of
William and Barbara (Whitmore) Stough, who
were natives of that county, and represented its
most substantial famili es. Mr. Stough was born
near the city of Harrisburg, in 1794, and the paternal grandfather of Mrs. Keplinger, who was 11
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founder by trade, also engaged in hotel-keeping at
Stoughstown, which town was nallletl in his hone>r.
The family is of German descent.
William Stough learned cabinet. making when a
young man, but later followed agriculture on large
tracts of rented land in his native State. In 1832
he emigrated to Ohio and purchased land near
Mansfield, Richl"nd CounL.v, where he made his
horne until I R58. Tbence he removed to Columbia
City, Ind .. and subsquently engaged in farming in
Whitley County, that State, until retiring from
active labor. He lived four years thereafter, dying
June 23, 1878, when eighty-four years old. He
was a member in good standing of the Lutheran
Clmrch. His wife, Barbara, was t.he daughter of
Bulzm· 'Whitmore, likewise a native of Pennsylvania, and a farmer by occupation . She died in
Pennsylvania about 1821.
Four chilclren were born of the first marriage:
These being Mary A., Samuel and an infant, who
have lwen deceased many years; 'William, who was
n Lieutenant-Colonel during the late war. Of the
second marriage of William Stough Lhere were born
six children. John, George and Sarah, deceased;
Elizabeth, Mrs. H. Snyder, of Columbia City, Ind.;
Isabel, 1\frs. Bressler, of Crestline, Ohio, and Peter.
who died young. George held the rank of l\Iajor
in an Ohio Calvalry Regiment, nnd was wounded
at the battle of Chickamauga Sunday morning. He
fell from his horse, was captured and was taken to
Libby prison, where he died six weeks later. He
wns buried there, but afterward his remains were
removed to Columbia City, Ind. Tlte remaining
children, who were horn of the third marriage, are
as follows: James," resident of Iowa; Catherine,
Mrs. Anderson, of Columbia City, Ind.; Letitia,
Mrs. Bryson, of Whitley County, Ind.; Joseph, a
resident of that State; David, who served in an
Indiana regiment duriug the late war, nnd was
killed in battle, nne! Samuel, who died in Ohio, in
childhood.
Mrs. Keplinger spent her youthful days under
the parental roof, acquiring such education as the
primitive schools afforded, pursuing her studies in
the old log schoolhouse, and at horne learning to
spin, and becoming the mistress of all other useful
household duties. In 1832 she accompanied her

father to Ohio, making the journey overland with
a team. In February , 1833, she went to live with
her aunt, Mrs. Kncisly, at Kneisly's Mill, Bath
Township, mal<ing the juurney by canal to Dayton, anrl the·.tce on horseback to her destination.
She lived with her aunt until her maniage.
To Mr. and 1\frs. Keplinger there was born a
family of seven children, the eldest of whom a son,
William S., died when about sixteen years old;
Samuel, at the outbreak of the Civil Wat", enlisted
in 1862 in the Eighth Ohio Cavalry, serving until
he was disablerl and obliged to return home. lie
was injured at the battle of Vicksbnrg, where his
hut·ses run away with the cannon, and falling he
received serious injuries. He now fullows the occupation of a pRinter i11 Osborn. Edward enlisLerl
aL Springfield in 1861, in Company I, :Forty.fourLh
Ohio Infantry, while R student at Wittenberg College, anrl served until failing health compelled him
to accept his honorable discharge. Subsequently
he returned to college and was graduated from
both the classical and theological departments, and
officiated as n minister of the Lutlieran Church until ill health compelled him to retire. He is now
engaged in general merchandising in Pueblo, Col.
Catherine became the wife of Englehart Heck, a
farmer of Serlgwick County, Knn.; Emily was
mnrried to llim·tin Moudy, and removed toNebrnsl<a, but subsequently returned home and fii£d,
leaving a daughter, Lulu, who mn<le her home with
her grandmother until her death, at the age of
thirteen years. John K. occupies himeytlf RS a mechanic, in Dayton, this State; George E. was graduated ft·om Wilt's Commercial College, at Dayton,
Rnfi for six months afterward was in the employ of
the Mobile Iron Company, as a hook-keepm·. Later
he went 'Vest and spent considerable time in tmvel.
Then returning to Ohio, !Je entered the employ
of DRy, Field & Lowe<·y, at Dayton, bnt being unable to endure the confinement of office work, he
returned home, and tumed liis attention to gardening. He is making of this an art and a science,
having built a large greenhouse, with water pipes
to every part of his garden, and all other conveniences for doing an extensive and first-class business in this line, in which he is very successful.
He is likewise interested in bee culture, having
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twenty-two stands. Mrs . Keplinger was one of the
original members of the Lutheran Church at Osborn, and is active in all good works , especitdly in
connection with the Missionary Society. The family is held in high respect in the community.

EV. REUBEN F. DELO is el osely connected with the business interests of
Springfield, representing the Equitable In~ surance Company of New York and other
first-class com panics. He is a man of hi gh personal character, with a practical, well-trained mind
and excellent finan cial ability, and stands among
the first citizens in the communiLy. He was for
many years a leading minister in the Lutheran
denomination, held successful pastorates in several
different places, was instrumental in organizing
many churches, and did much to disseminate the
Gospel. In the first year of the late war he en listed as Cllaplain, and did faithful service throughout the Rebellion.
The subject of this sketch is a native of Pennsylvania, hom in the town of Edenburg, Clarion
County, October 13 , 1827. George M. Delo, his
father, was hom in Westmoreland County, that
State, in March , 177 4. His father, bearing the
same name, came from France to this country in
Colonial times and settled in the Keystone State.
He ha<l a grant of n tt'act of land at Beaver City,
and of another in Wheeling, Va., where he subse-·
qucntly located, being one of the first settlers of
that city. At that time the Iudians in that region
were hostile, and made an attack upon the settlement, and he was killed. That was in the month
of December, 1773, a few months before the
father of our subject was born. His mother had
not accompanied her husband to the new home,
but was still living in Westmoreland County, l'a.,
when she was widowed, she having waited until
her husband bad prepared the way for her. She
ma:·ried a second time, and continued to reside in
W cstmoreland County, and there passed the remainder of her life.
The father of our subject was reared to man-
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hood in hia native State, an<l became a contractor
and builder. In 1802 be settled in Clarion County
on a tract of timber land, and building a log cabin
in the forest for the shelter of his family, devoted
himself to clearing and cultivating a farm, on
wbicb be made his home until he was called to a
better world. There were no rail ways or canals
for many years after he located there, and Pittsburg, sixty-five miles distant in an air line, was the
nearest market and depot for supplies. He used
to tnke 1iine tar and other products in a dug-out
to Pittsburg to sell, and sometimes in the winter
seasons would go on a sled to Ft. Erie, about seventy miles distant. He died in 1850, and his community was deprived of one of its most worthy and
respected citizens. He was a man of large views,
of industrious and f1·ugal habits, and of exemplary
character. He fought in the War of 1812, and
was an officet· of his company. The maiden name
of the mother of our subject was Elizabeth Hummel, and she was born in Pennsylvania, a daughter
of Christopher and Anna (King) HUir,mel. She
died in Clarion County, Pa., in 1859, leaving the
record of a well-spent life . Her father was a native of P ennsylvania, and was a descendant of
early German settlers of that State. He served as
a teamsLet· during the Revolu tion for a tcnti of
five years, furnishing his own team, but never received any remuneration for his work, although
his widow drew a pension the last few years of her
life.
Our subject was the youngest child of a large
family, and passed the early years of his life in his
native county, laying the foundation of his education in the common schools, and subsequently
advanced it by attemlance at the academy nt Clarion, and afterward at Greensburg, and for two
years studied under n private tutor at Shippenvi!le. He commenced teaching at nineteen, and
was thus engaged for several terms in Clarion
County. In October, 1852, he went to Indiana,
and taught school during the winter, and in March
went to Mill ville, Butler County, where he was '
licensed to preach by the Miami Synod be having
commenced the study of theology in Pennsylvania.
His first pastorate was near Greenville, and so successful was be in his work that be organized sev-
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ern! chmehes in that vicinity. ln January, 1854,
be was called to Albion, Incl .. and much to the
sorrow of his old rarishioners accepted the cnll.
lie was stntione<l tbere when tbe war bruke out, and
~eptembet· 24, 1861, he offered Lis services as
Chaplain, nnrl bec~me a member of the Thirtieth
Indiana Infantry, and went to the front with the
regiment, which was dispatched to Kentucky and
stationed at Camp Nevin from October until the
fullowiug Dece mber, and was then sent to Camp
Woorl. He was with the regiment in the following
battles: those of Shiloh, Stone River, Chickamauga i was with Sherman on his famvus mm·ch to

Atlanta, in all the engagements that took place on
the way, and everywhere rlicl brave service.
During the lutte•· part of the time that our subject was in the armv ue was on detached service at
IS" ashville and Chattanooga. Ile was very popular
in his capacity of Chaplain, cheering the soldiers
in the bums of despondency and weariness, rousing
their !lagging patriotism and curing for them tenderly when they wer~ wounded and sick, and
many a poor soldier had cause to remember him
gratefully for his kindly sym)Jnthy atHl never-failing helpfulness in tbe !tout· of his gre:ttest need.
At tlle close of tlie war he was mustered out witb
his·regiment anrl returned to lmlinll:t. Soon he
was called to Elkhart to organize a society there,
and he also started two others in the vicinity.
An earnest and effective speaker, our subject
was in his element in tlte pulpit, his nntural
gifts bore rich fruits, and in his pastoral relations
witll his peopl e he was all that a spiritual gu irle
should be. He ministe red to the congregation in
Elkhart until 1870, and was then urged to accept
tbe charge of tbe religious wants of tbc inha!Jitants of Three Rivers, St. Joseph County, Mi ch.,
where be organized a church, and also organized
others in Kalamazoo County, preaching there very
acceptably until 187 5. From there he went to
Brookville, and was at the head of the clmrch there
two years, and at the expiration of that time resigned to accert the position of Financial Secretary
of the Board of Directors of Wittenberg College.
Jn July, 1877, he took up his abode in Springfield,
au<l has ever since been a resident of this city, retaining his office as financial secretary of the col-

lege until 1887, discharging tbe important duties
thus devolving upon him in such a manner as to
gain the high commendation of all concerned, and
in that capacity was of great benefit to tbe college,
in whose interests he labored with great zeal.
Duri!lg this time the college building was erected,
in w!lieu he took great interest, and labored hard
in raising funds for tlJC same. Since giving up
that position he has been engaged in the insurance
business, as previously mentione<l, and is conducting it with marked success. May 1, 1890, he was
appointed Stamp Clerk in the post-office in Springfield, wbich place be is still filling.
Mr. Dclo was unittd in marriage with Mi~s 1\'!aggie C. 1\Iunn, a native of Wooster, Ohio, and a
daug-hter of James and Elizabeth 1\'[unn, December 26, 1 B53. Their pleasant weclrled life has been
blessed to them by the birth of five childrenJames N., n resident of Salt Lake City; George W.
and Eva, who live in Springfield; and Albert
Grant, a resident of Cimarron, Colo.
Mr. Delo bas become well and favorably known
since taking up his abode in Springfield, through
his connections with its business, social and religious interests. He is a gentleman of culture, whose
libeml education and pleasant manner make him
an important social facto•· in this community. He
is a prominent member of the Grand Army of the
Republic, belonging to Mitchell Post, No. 45, in
which he has belrl the highest offices; was Commander in 188~, was Senior-Vice one year, and
Chaplain tltree years.

J

OSEPH F. CRABILL.
A pleasantly locate.rl and va luable piece of property, com~11\ prtsmg two hundred and th!rteen acres in
~ Clark County, forms the home farm of the
above-named gentlemun. The estate is located on
section 15, Springfield Township, an.cl is the old
homestead of the late Thomas V. Crabill, the father
of our subject.
The natal day of the subject of this sketch was
February I, 1859, and his birthplace the farm that
is still his home. He is the youngest member of
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his father's family. He received a common-school
education, which in the latter half of the nineteenth
century, and in the Buckeye State, includes a thorough understanding of all necessary bmnches.
Having determined t.o adopt an agricultural career,
he has taken arlvontage of every opportunity to
perfect himself in his chosen call in g, the result being that although young, he ranks among the best
farmers and stork-raisers oi the county.
At the home of the brirle, in Springfield, December 2, 1884, the rites of wedlock we1·e celebrated between our subject and Miss Mary J.
Smith. The intelligent and estimable bride was
born in Yellow Springs, Greene County, and is a
daughtm· of A. J. and Rachel Smith. Her graces
of mind and manners, and her womanly habits ~akc
home attractive, and prove the wisdom of Mr. Crabill's choice. The union has been blessed by the
birth of one child-Glenna L.
Mr. Crabill takes considerable interest in educational affairs, as be does in other objects that will
tcnrl to imjH"Ove or elevate the people and their
material interests. In politics he is a Republican.
His manners are cordial and genial, favorably impressing those whom he meets, and a further acquaintance proves him to be honorable, energetic
and reliable.

AMES ANDERSON, ESQ. Few men in
Clark County have made for tbem3elves n
finer recorrl or are .held in higher esteem by
the people, than he witb wbose name we introduce this sketch, and whose portrait is shown on
the opposite page. He was for many years Justice
of the Peace, and has long been familiarly known
as 'Squire Anderson. As an illustration of the selfmade man who worked his way upward from a
modest position in life to one of affluence, he forms
an example well worthy of emulation.
Until the
spring of 1889, be occupied his father's old homestead and then removed to his present farm on
section 36, Gre<>n Townsbip. His residence was
put up in the fall of 1888 at the cost of $2,500. It
is built of brick in ·modern style of architecture
and with its sunoundings, inclurling a fiue octagon-

J

729

shaped barn and shade and fruit trees, makes a
very pleasant an<l attractive home.
Mr. Anderson is the owner of eight hundred ami
twenty-five acres of valuable land, mostly under
a good state of cultivation and with one hundred
and sixty-five aeres in Limber. Besirles tbat which
he oeeupies, he has three other good farm dwellings, with the necessary outbuildings and these are
occupied by tenants. He is considerably interested
in stock-raising, making a specialty of Polled-Angus cattle. A lending man in his community and
giving his support to all worthy enterpl"ises, Mr.
Anderson has been no unimportant factor in bringing it to its present position. Fo•· many years he
has been an Elder in the Presbyterian Church and
for a period of twenty years officiated as Superintendent of the Snn<lay-school. For tl.te same length
of time he ~Vas also a member of the Board of Education of Green Township and was Township Clerk
anrl Justice of the Pence twelve years each. He
bas kept himself posted upon the leading.questions
of the clay, always casting his influence on the side
of right and justice. The Grange movement at an
early date enlisted his sympathies and he served as
1\fastcr, Secretary, Lecturer, etc., for a number of
years. Since becoming a naturalized citizen, he
bus given his unqualified support to the Republican party.
The subject of this sketch was born July 2, 1815,_
in the town of Milnacraig; Forfarshire, Scotland,
and was the fourth cbild of James and Elizabeth
(O'Gilvie) Anderson, who were also born in the
Land of theThistle and came from a long line of substantial ancestry . James Anderson, Sr., first opened
his eyes to the light in 1780, and his good wife was
bom in 177 5. They were married in their native
shire in 1806. They emigrated ·to America in 1820
and making thei•· way directly to Ohio, settled first
on Clark's Run, Greene County. Subsequently
they removed to a farm south of Yellow Springs
where they lived live years. In 1825 they changed
their residence to Green Township, Clark County,
where tl.tey made their permanent home and spent
the remninder of their lives.
The father of our subject was both a miller and
a weaver by trade and usually followed the latter.
ln his native ScoLlaud he was a member of the local
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militia which had its headquarters in the city of
Perth. His brotlter George was an Orderly Set·gcant in the British Army and died in India in
1817.
To the parents of our subject there was born a
family of six children and James, Jr .. is the only
surviving cltild. He is indeed the only living representative of this branch of the Anderson family.
He was a lad of five years when he crossed the Atlantic witlt his parents and was reared to manhood
amid the wild scenes of pioneer life. He grew up
strong and healthful in mind and bocly, imbued
with the principles which are peculiar to the
Scotch people and which have made them one of
the most famous nationalities on the face of the
globe. He attended the district schools of Miami
Township, the temple of learning being a log cabin
with greased paper for window panes, slab benches
for seats, pLmchcon floor, with no door in summer
and in winter simply a quilt hung before the doorway for partial protection from the biting blasts.
Later lte pursued his studies in a more modern log
house and attended school for a while at Patterson's
111 ill, in Clifton.
Always a faithful and devoted son, Mr. Anderson signalized the depth of his filial affection by
remaining with his parents until, passing from
earth, they no more needed his affectionate care.
He was married August 2~, 1889, to Miss Anna,
rlaughter of James Nevius, who came from New
Jersey to Ohio during the pioneer days, settling in
Yellow Springs, and is now living in this township with his daughter, Mrs. Anderson. lllrs. Anderson was born in Greene County, April 2, 1872,
and remained with her parents until her marriage.
lllr. Anderson numbers his friends by the score in
the community where he has lived so long and
made for himself the record of an honest man and
good citizen.

ILLIAM H. ILIFF, a native of Ce-darville,
Greene County, and one of its oldest residents was born in the then embryo village,
July 18, 1840. His parents were natives of this
"

county, while his grandparents on both sides of the
house came from Pennsylvania when young people,
in 1804, two yoors after Ohio was admitted into
the Union as a State. His father, Wesley Iliff,
was man·ied in early manhood to Miss t;arah,
daughter of Joseph and Sarah Ballard. Joseph
Ballard was the son of an olcl Revolutionary hero,
Lyman Ballard, while Grandfather Wesley Iliff,
was the son of James and Betsey (Hill) Iliff of
Pennsylvania and of substantial old stock. Both
families trace their ancestry to Germany. ·wesley
Iliff was for forty years engage<l in the lime business, to which his son, William H. has succeeded.
The subject of this notice remained under the
parental roof until the outbreak of the Civil War
and was the first man in his township to proffer
his services in behalf of the Union, enlisting April
16, 1861, two days after the attack upon Ft. Sumter. That night and the day following twenty-six
more had been adrled. They joined a squad at
Xenia and were put into the field as Company D,
Twelfth Ohio Infantry, in the tluee months service.
Going to Columbus they assisted in laying out
Camp Jackson, which became a noted rendezvous
during the war. While the barracks was being
prepared they slept in the Senate Chamber. Subsequently they organized Camp Dennison and at the
expiration of the three months the regiment and
company were re-ot·ganized, enlisting for the three
years service or during the war.
1\Ir. Iliff and his comrades were sent to Virginia
in June, being assigned to the Army of the Potomac, and served three years and three months, participating in the battle of Bull Run, Antietam,
South Mountain, Fredericksburg, Chanceliorsville,
Gains Mills, Gettysbm·g and Winchester, besides
numerous other engagements and skirmishes and
serving nuder nearly every generul of that army.
Being young and full of life and vigor, Mr. Iliff
enjoyed the vicissitudes of a soldier's life, being
blest with good health,never being confined a day in
the hospital or absent from his post and was never
in au ambulance. He was the life of a squad,
being always ready for mischief or duty a:~ the
case presented. Two of his brothers, Thomas V.
and John W., were also in the service, being respectively in the Fourty-fourth Infantry and
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Eighth Cavalry. All three of the boys entered the
army before reach ing their majority and celebrated
their twenty-first birthday in the service.
His term of service having expired, Mr Iliff in
1R64, received his houorablc discharge and returned to his native haunts. He is an active Republican and has held many offices of trust and responsibility, being a member of the Town Council,
serving as City Morshal and ns a member of the
School Boart.l, and being one of the census eunu.
merators of 1880. For the last foa.r years he bas
been a guard at the State P.-ison in Columbus. He
was married September 15, 1870, to Miss M. L.
Small. She was born August 29, 1841, in Ceclarville
Township allll is the daughter of David and Mary .
(Wright) Small; the mother is now living in Cedarville, the father is deceased. Mrs. Iliff's paternal
grandfather was James Small, who came to Ohio
from South Carolina in 1804, and who spent his
last days iu tLis township. Mr. and Mrs. Iliff are
the parents of si:,.- children, three sons and three
daughters, viz : Mary, Harry, Walter, Wallace
Sarah and Fanny. Mary is the wife of John McCorkell, a leading merchant of Cedarville. The
other chilrlren are at Lome. Mr. Iliff is a member
in good standing of th e Gmncl Army of the Republic ancl the Patriotic Sons of America. He attend~ the Methodist Church wLile Lis wife finds
religious consolation with the Reformed Presbyt.erians.

-'b,

ARMAN KRAUSS. Prominent among the
~ leading men of Springfield, may be properly
'!/ mentioned Mr. Krauss, a public-spirited
and liberal.minded citizen, who is at present serving ou t!Je Board of Education, and w!Jo
maintains a warm interest in the public schools.
He is a native of this city, and was horn June 8,
1848. His education was mainly conducted in its
public schools, and he has grown to manhood with
a lifelong interest in the enterprises calculated for
her growth and prosperity.
The father of our subject was the well-known
Henry Krauss, a native of the Kingclom of Saxony,
and born Septembet· 2~, 1800. The patemal grand-
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parents were likewise natives of Saxony, and there
spent their entire :ives. The father of our subject
had three brothers-Godfri ed, William, and John .
The first mentioned spent his entire life in his native Saxony. ,John and William came to America,
and located in Crawford County, this State. After
a few yeats .John removed to Salem, Ind ., and died
there. William settled on a farm in Allen County,
this State, ncar Lima, where be died. Both were
married , but neither became parents.
Henry Krauss was reared anrl eclucated in his
native country, and l0arned tLe butcher's trade.
There also he was married. but in 1832, after the
birth of one child, set out with his little family fot·
America, and located in Franklin County, tLis State,
at Columbus, which was then a small inland town
without either railro<td Ol' canal, only enjoying outside intercourse with the world by the stage route.
Mr. Krauss workcu at his trade for a time, and then .
removed to Xenia, which he left about 1840, comin g to Springfield, where he was for a time in the
employ of William Grant & Co. He was frugal
and industrious, and finally managed to save enough
to go into business for himself, which be continued
until his death, in 1878.
Mrs. Rosa (King) Krauss , the motuer of our subject. was likewise n native of Saxony, ancl c"me
with her husband and child to America. She died
at Springfield in 1865. The parental family consisted of ten children, all of whom lived to mature
years. T!Jey were named respectively: Henrietta,
Louisa, Philipoona, Minnie, Mary, Harman, Andrew, William, Amelia, ancl John. Henrietta, the
only one born in Germany , died when about five
years old, and Minnie died at the age of twentyfour years. The others are living.
1\lr. Krauss of whom we write, attended school
during his hoyhoorl clays and assisted his father, remaining under the home roof until a man of twentyfive years. He then embarked in business for himself in the old market house, continuing there
until it was torn down, nnd then estalJ!ished his
present market at No. 76 Tar lor Street, near where
he now resides. He was married in 1875, to Miss
Martha Ellen Young. Mrs. Krauss was born in
Clark County, in 1857, and is a daughter of Jacob
and Melissa (llldlinger) Young, a sketcll of whom
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appears elsewhere in this work. Mr. Krauss is a
Democrat in politics, and is serving his second
term as a member of the School Board. Both he
nnrl his estimable wife belong to the Second Lutheran Cllurch. Socially, Mr. Krauss belongs to
SpringBeld Lodge, No. 33, I. 0. 0. F., Red . Star
Lodge, No. 205, K . of P., and the Butcher's Benevolent Association .

. ~ ANIEL HUBEN. The first German to
" make a permanent settlement in Springfield , is still a resident of this city, and
highly respected, particularly by those of
his own nationality. The best information that can
be obtained regarding his . progenitors, states that
his father was a native of Bavaria, anrl of pure German ancestry. After having learned the trade of
a miller, he removed to the Province of Loraiuc,
where he resided until his death in 1819. To !Jim
and his wife nine children were born, five of them
being reared to manhood and womanhood. Two
sons. D:tniel and Jacob, are the only members of
· the family who have ~orne to America.
The subject of til is notice was born August 21,
1810, in the department of Moselle, Loraine, which
then belonged to France. His native place was the
village of Walschbrunn , in the Canton of Wollmuenster. His father dying when he was nine
years old , be went to live with strangers, and at the
age of sixteen years began to learn the trade of a
miller. After serving an apprenticeship of two
years, he began journey work, following his trade
in different cities of France until 1831. In May
of that year, be set sail from Havre, and after
thirty-two days spent on the briny deep, landed at
New York City. He proceeded at once to Cincinnati, where he arrived with empty pockets, and
hampered by his inability to speak English .
Unable to find work at his trade, 1\fr. Hu ben accepted other employment for a time, and then
learned the trade ,of a baker. He served an apprenticeship of a year, and then worked for others
until the fall of 1833, when he came to Springfield,
which was a small but flourishing city. I-Ie had

been very industrious and economical, and had succcerlecl in saving a sufficient amount to enable him
to go into business for himself, and renting a building, he opened a bakery. He was successful from
the start, and wao soon able to purchase a lot and
erect the block which he still owns. He afterward
added groceries to his stock in trade, and continued
in the business until the death of his wife, when he
sold out. For a time he occupied himself witl.-the
insurance business, but for several years past he
has been living retired from active financial occupations.
In Cincinnati in 1833, Mr. Huben was united in
marriage with "i)Tbilla Otley, who was born in Unter Urbach, Obemnt Schendorf, Wurtemberg. She
possessed the housewifely skill and thrifty ways
which ~elon):r to her race, and pwvecl a devoted
wife and mother, and kind neigubor until called
hence in 1869. She was the mother of six children
-Mary, Louisa, Henry, Daniel J. , Jacob and Anna.
The oldest daughter married Phillip J. Kriegbaum,
aud lives in Huntington, Ind.; Louisa married M.·
Vol broth, and is deceased; Daniel J. resides in
Bellefontaine, Ohio; while Henry, Jacob, and Anna
reside in Springfield.
Mr. Huben was reared in the faith of the Menon·
nite Church. l-Ie has ever been reputed honorable
in his dealings with his fellow-men, kindly in domestic life, and is numbered among the better class
of citizens. The entire members of the family of
Mr. Huben were brought up in the faith of the
Lutheran ~burch, to which cbut·ch the mother belonged.

OHN B. HELWIG, D.D. Among the noted
preachers who have made for themselves a
fine reputation in Southern Ohio and occupied many positions of trust and responsibility, may be mentioned the subject of this notice,
who at present is located in the city of Spt·ingficld,
and gives his time and attention principally to the
ministry. He is a native of this Stnte and born
1\farch 6, 1833, near Canal Dover. Un the paternal side his ancestors were of German descent,
and ou Lbe matet·nal side English in nativity and
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Wesleyan in religion. His paternal grandparents,
although Lutherans in religious belief, were Puritans in the correctness of their home life and in all
their relations with each other.
The subject of this notice spent his early life
with his paternal grandparents, with whom temperance an<l a· scrupulous observance of the Snbbatb
were customs nne! principles inviolable. He receive<! a practical education in the old-fnshionetl
log schoolbousc, and being fond of books, made
ready progress, manifesting that self-reliance and
independence of character which have so prominently marked his subsequent life.
Until a youth of eighteen years young Helwig
occupied himself in the work of the farm, and
then served an apprenticeship at blacksmithing. In
the meantime the Rev. Dr. Sprecben, President of
Wittenberg College, remarked to him: "Brother
Aughe, your pastor, thinks you might become a
useful man in our cause," to which the morlest
youth replied, "I had thought that I was engaged
in that to which I was best arlapted." The words,
however, spoken by Dr. Sprechen, awakenerl n new
train of thought in his mind and he began to give
his serious attention to the question as to whether
be might properly enter the ministry.
The result of these meditations was, that two
yems later, under the pastorate of the Rev. J.
W. Goodlin, then of Bellefontaine, Ohio, Dr. Helwig entererl upon his sturlies at Wittenberg College
anrl was graduate(! in the class of '61. He proved
a diligent student an(! by patient perseverance
mastered the various branches which he ha<l taken
up, while his college life was of that exemplary
Christian character which exerted a salut.ary influence among his associates. The Literary Society
had a special charm for him. He wns strong in
clebate and seldom lost a question . Three times
upon public occa~ions he worthily •·eprescnted the
Excelsior Society, of which he was a member.
Finally, greatly to his satisfaction, Dr. He! wig
was regularly ordr.ine<l a minister of the Lutheran
Cilllrch by the Wittenberg Synod. His first pastorate comprised three congregations at and in the
vicinity of Sulphur Springs, this State. Subsequently he wns pastor of churches at Lancaster,
Springfielrl, Cincinnati, Dayton and Akron. Unrler
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his earnest anrl efficient labors each church which
be serverl rapidly gained strength nnd prominence,
while personally, Dr. Helwig greatly enrlearcd himself to the hearts of his people. From the pastorate of the church in Dayton he, in 1874, was called
to the Presidency" of Wittenberg College. He filled
this position creditably for a period of eight years,
and in the meantime also supplie<l the pulpits of
the First ancl Second P1·esbytel'ian and the First
Baptist Church, of Springfield. The ardous labors
involve(! finally undermined his health, and be was
obliged to resign.
In order to regain his health and also to employ his time profitably, l\lr. I-Ieiwig made an extended tour throng h the principal countl'ies of the
Old Wor](l. Upon his return, he assumed charge
of the English Lutheran Church, at Akron, Ohio.
Four years late•· he resigned to accept a call from
the First Lutheran Chmcb, of Springfield, of which
he bad previously been pastor, and in which his
services as pastor are still continued.
Wittenberg College under the administration of
Dr. He! wig progresserl in usefulness and influence.
As its President, he was beloved by all, and was
especially the encourager and helper of those who
were struggling against rlifllculties. As an instructor, he possesserl more than ordinary capabilities, anrl the strong Chl"istian influence which he
exercised over all wHh whom he cnme in contact,
was as noticeable in his maturer years as it was in
his early life as a student. As a writer, he is clear
nnd forcible, possessed of large information and a
keen, rliscl"iminating judgment. His inaugural aildress ns President of Wittenberg College was a
production from which liberal quotations have
been marle and from which we select the following:
"Our colleges in relation to lower education
should rise like lofty towers out of our towns and
cities; they should lift themselves like hills and
mountains from out of the plains. As it is said of
Athens and of Alexandria of ancienL times, so still
shoulrl the college be a moral nnd intellectual metropolis whence elevating influences go down to all
the provinces. I would inscribe over the entrance to
the college •Character before culture, and culture
before knowledge;' anrl also tbat other memorable
declaration, 'It is not important that this should
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be a school of tlu·ee hntHlred stutlenls or of one
hundred or of fifty students, but it is important
that it shoulrl be a school of Chl"istian gentlemen
and ladies who are stndents in spirit and application."
Dr. Helwig has attaincrl a considerable degree of
popularity as a lecturer. His adrlrcssez are characterized by a richness of thought, beauty of expression and delivered with a peculiarly distinct
enunciation and with a rich, sonorous voice. Among
his themes hnve been: HThc Bible," \'Temperance,"
"Romanism and Our American Institutions," "The
Rulcrship of Christ as the King of Nations," :tnd
'•The King's English."
In July, 1889, Mr. Helwig r.eceived the nomination fvr Governor of Ohio on the Prohibition
ticket, at tile convention which met at Zanesville.
He ma<le a strong race and deli verer! during the
campaign sixty-five speeches in thirty ·two counties.
He bas for years maintained the warmest interest
in the temperance movement, and proposes to let
no opportunity in the future pass by when he may
maintain the standard under which he proposes to
fight as long as he bas breath and the power of
Sf•eech.

OBERT CHAI\UlERS. The Chambers family is among the oldest and most highly respected of any in Greene County. The
father of our subject was one of its pioneer
settlers, and made for himself a good record. The
son, of whom we propose to give a brief notice, is
more than ordinarily liberal and public-spirited as
a citizen, and has had no small share in the advancement of the material and social interests of his
township. He is a stor.kholder and Director of
the Osborn Bank, an() the Assessor of Osborn Precinct. Financially, he is practically independent,
and has accumulated a competence by !.J1e exm·c1se
of his own industry an•l perseverance.
The father of om subject was William Chambers,
who was horn in Ireland near th~ coast, and was
the son of Davi<l Chambers, also a native of that
country. Grandfather Chambers emigrated toAmerica with his family at an early date, and located

in Virginia, where he spent the remaining years or
his life. His wife, Eliza, a native of Scotland, removed, after the death of her husband, to Ohio,
and diod there in the faith Of the Presbyterian
Church. Their son, William, the father of our
~ubject, was about twelve years old when his parents came to the United States. He accompanied
his mother to this State,aml they settled on a rented
farm in Montgomery County. When reaching man's
estate he purchased one hundred acres of lan•l
from which he opened up a good farm, that which
is now occupied by his son, Robert. He was a
teamster in the army during the War of 1812.
Later he resumed farming, and died in 1848, at the
age of sixty years. Politically, he was a sound
Democrat.
Mrs. Elizabeth (Kil"lrwou<l) Chambers, the
mother of our subject, was n native of Virginia,
born and reared nco r the famous natural bridge.
Her father, Robert Kirkwood, was also a native of
the Old Dominion, whence he emigrated to Ohio,
and located ncar the present site of the court house
i_n the city of Dayton, where be spent tlte closing
years of his life. He was a man of decider! ideas,
and prided himself upon his Scoteh-Irish ancestt-y.
The mother of our subject died at the old homestead in 1850. There were born to her and her
husband a family of seven childt·en, the eldest of
whom, a <laughter, Jane, married John D. C. Campbell, nnot is living in Huntington County, Ind.; David died when ahont sixty years old; Eliza is living in lVIo!ltgomery County; Mary, 1\Irs. Talley, is
a resident of Wayne Township; Margaret died
when about forty-six years old; Robert, our subject, was the sixth child; Sarah died in iluntington Couuty, Ind.
The subject of this notice was born at the farm
where he now lives, October 11, 1827. His early
studies wet·e conducted in a log schoolhouse, on
the subscription plan, and he attended school about
three months in the year, the balance of the time
being devoted to farm work. He remained a member of the parental household until his father's
death , and. then operated the farm on shares until
1850, when he purchased the interest of the other
heirs an<l set himself about making the needed improvements. Here ltc ltas one hundred acres, all
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in one body and the most of it in a productive
condition. He also owns what is familiarly known
as the old Kirkwood farm , southwest on section 9,
which comprises one hundred and twen'ty acres,
and which is embellishe<l with a fine set of farm
buildings. He raises qua~tities of grain which he
feeds chiefly to his stock, the latter being mostly
cattle and graded Nor man horses. He operates the
home farm himself, bt:t the Kirkwood farm is leased
to other parties.
In June , 1865, Mr. Chambers took unto himself
a wife and helpmate, Miss Malin<la, daughter of
David and Rachel Snyder. Mrs. Chambers was
born in Lancaster County, Pa., and departed this
life at her lwme in Bath Township, in 1870, leaving no children. David Sny<let· was a millwright
by trade, and spent his last years in Medway ,
Ohio. 1\fr. Chambers, in 1878, contracted a second marriage with l\<Irs. Susan Farrer, at St. Mary 's,
Auglaize County. This lady was born near St.
Mary's and is the daughter of a Mr. Bodkin, who
was a native of Ohio. Of this union there are no
children. Mr. Chambers, politically, affili:ttcs with
with the Democratic party. He has been quite
prominent in local affairs, served as Road Supervisor and School Director for a number of years,
and in 1888 was elected Assessor of Osborn Precinct, which office he still holds. Socially he belongs to the Indepii~dent Order of Odd Fellows at
Osborn, and likewise the Encampment.

0RGAN FUDG~;, editor and proprietor of
the Bellbrook Moon. This gentleman was
born five miles east of Xenia, Greene
County, December 5, 18~5 , and his early
life was devoid of special incident, his attention
being given to his studies until 1863. He then enlisted in Company A, Seventy-fourth Ohio Infantry, and served until the close of the war with all
the enthusiasm and loyalty possible to a son of the
Buckeye State. His regiment was attached to the
Army of the Cumberland, under the leadership of
Gen. W. T. Sherman, and he took part in the battles at Buzzard's Roost, Tunnel Hill, and Resaca,
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and all the heavy engagements from Chattanooga
until the capture of Atlanta. He then made one of
the sixty thousand gallant men who marched from
Atlanta to the sea, and returning toward the North
was present at the surrcn<ler of Gen. Joe Johnston,
in North Carolina, an<l took part in the Grand Review at Washington. He was mustered out of the
service at Louisville, Ky. , and received his final
d ischarge nt Camp Dennison, Ohio.
When his services were no longer needed in behalf of the Union, young Fudge entered a commercial school at Owensboro, Ky., but subsequently
became a student in Purdy's Commercial College,
Indianapolis, Ind. , and was graduated from that institution. He received an appointment as clerk in
the Insane Asylum in the Hoosier capital, and remaine<l a year, after which be traveled until 1870.
He then located in Bellbrook, this county, where be
worked at the printing business for several years.
Finally removing to Dayton, be remained two
years, and then rctmning to Bellba·ook, bought the
Bellbrook Moon, a newspaper published by the
Magnetic Springs Company. The purchase was made
July 18, 1885, and since that day Mr. Fudge was
continue<l to edit the sheet, which is iu<lcpendent in
politics, newsy and spicy, and altogether creditable
in appearance and contents.
In 1871, not long after he had located in Bellbrook, Mr. Fudge was united in marriage with Ill iss
Anna, daughter of Samuel and Catherine (Hopkins) Willoughby, with whom be lived happily until August 3, 1881. On that day Mrs. Fudge and
her son Johnnie were retuming home fi'Om Dayton,
after dark, when, during a thunder storm, their
horse became frightened at a load of straw, and ran
away. Mrs. Fudge was thrown out of the buggy,
and her neck was broken. The suddenness of her
death added to the sorrow felt by her many friends,
to whom her sterling qualities bad endeared her.
Her funeral wns the largest ever witnessed in Bellbrook. She was the mother of two children, Herbert and John. Her father was a native of New
Brunswick, and during the Civil War spent nineteen months in Libby Prison; her mother was a
daughter of Samuel H. HopkinR.
Mr. Fudge remained a wi<lower until October
30, 1889, when be married Mrs. Lavenia G. Orr!-
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fifty-fiveyearsold. He bas filled a seat in the Legisway, ?>Pe Good, wi<low of Charles Onlway. Ry her
lature several times, anil as a Senator is something
first marriage she bad two children: l<'rnnklin, born
Oct.ober 24, 1873; and Carrie, June 3, 1876. She
of a model."
.Tohn Fudge was married three times. His first
was born at Zanesville, Ohio, July 1.), 1852, being
wife was Catherine Sellers, of Warren County, who
a daughter of George B. and Ann (Toild) Good.
bore him six children, five yet surviving. The
Her father is a native of Woodstock, W. V:t. , anil
is of German descent, being a great-grnn<lson of eldest son, Joseph , was run over by a wagon, and
killed in June, 1888. The subject of this sketch is
Capt. Mathew Markum, of Germany, who lived to
the only child of the second marriage, his mother
b~ one hundred and three years old.
The mother
of Mrs. Ft~<lge was born in Worchester, W. Va.,
havin g· been Temperance Spahr, who died two years
anil is a daughter of Benjamin Todd, of Zanesville, after her marriage. The infant was then taken by
an aunt, Mrs, Elizabeth Sutton, but upon the third
who served in the War of 1812, and who is of
F•·encb ilescent. She is a second consin to the late
marriage of his father, was again taken home. His
stepmother bore the.maiden name of Susan Barnett,
Mrs. Abraham Lincoln. In 1854 Mr. and Mrs.
Good with a family of seven children, joined the
and her wedding day was February 25, 1846; she
Shakers at Union village, Warren County, remainstill survives.
ing there until 1864, when they removed to Xenia.
Mr. Fudge belongs to the Grand Army of the
Republi c, and is a Republican in politics. He possesses more than ordinary intelligence, is a terse
and vigorous writer, and an honorable man, whose
~ l\1. DICKEY, Secretary of the Miami Powinfluence is felt throughout the community, and
11
der Comp:my, of which a full history will
who is held in good repute by his fellow-men.
be found elsewhere in this Ar.nmr, is justly
The father of him of whom we write, was the
considered one of the representative men of the
Honorable John FtHlge, whose birthplace wns in
llotetourt County, Va., April 13, 1796, and who
county. This is due to his fine business abilities,
to his upright personal character an<l to his honorilied of a paralytic stroke September 15, 1868, at
able intercourse with his fellow-men, by all of
the age of seventy-three years, five months and
whom he is spoken of in high tenms. He is a mem·
twelve days. Many years ago he located five miles
ber of the Presbyterian Church and has excellent
enst of Xenia, purchasing a large estate on Cresnr's
Creek, where he carried on the farm and a tannery.
standing in the society. His vote is cast with th e
Republican party, but be has no aspiration for pubHe was a very prominent man in this section, belic office or party honors.
ing a Justice of the Peace for many years, a County
Commissioner for a lengthy period, and having
The natal day of this gentleman was Fehruary 6,
1835, and his eyes opened to the light of day in
hecn appointed Associate Judge by Gov. Bebb, in
Washiugton County, N. Y. His parents, Joseph
1852, the year that Ramsbottom was hung for murd~r.
He acted as administrator of about three hunand Lavina (Taggart) Dickey, removed to Franklin
dred estates, and was an officer in the Methodist
County, Ohio, when he was but six years old, and
Episcopal Church. He served several years in the
there he grew to maturity, completing his education
Legislative halls of the State, both in the Lower and hccoming well info•·med in the usual brancbes
House and the Senate. From "Pencilings from the of an English education and in the topics needed
:Senate" in 1852, we take the following: "Jolm
to insure success in life.
Fudge represents the counties of Fayette, Clinton,
Mr. Dickey first engaged in farming, but abananfl Greene in the Senate of Ohio. He is a ~Thig,
•loned that occupation to embark in the powder
and physically the largest man in the Senate, weighbusiness in the Miami Company in 1855, when the
ing two hnndred and fifty pounds. He is a hale
company was established in Xenia with its manuman, looking young, anil not yet gray, although
factory at Goes Station. Since that time be has
--=-~-....:...=:=:
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====================c.::::::=----==----_:::_--:..=:_:=::-_been interested and connectecl with it and when, in
1871, the association was reorganized , he became
the Secretary, and has held that position from that
day. He hns succeed eel in his efforts, not only securing a reputation that is an honor to his manhood, but acquit·ing real estate in the county and a
sL'l.nding among men of means.

USAN SINTZ. The subject of this notice
owns and occupies the homestead where she
was born and which is considered one of
the finest bodies of Janel in Springfield
Township,Clark County,heing locaterl on section 23.
She is n lady of more than orclinary capacities and for
matiy years has managed the farm , erecting n fine
bt·ick residence and making other improvements.
She is the daughter of Peter Siutz, who was born in
York County, Pa., in 1776. Her paternal grandfather, Nichola; Sintz, was a native of Germany
where he was reared to manhood and learned the
miller's trade. He emigrated to Am erica during the
Colonial times and located in Pennsylvania where
he followed his trade a number of years. Thence he
removed to Virginia where he Jived several years
:n11l finally about 1810, removed to Ohio and located in Clark County, where his death took place.
He married a lady by the name of Margaret Metzer.
Sue died at the home farm in Clark County, this
State.
Peter Sintz when quit.e young was taken by his
paren ls to Virginia, where he was reared to man's
estate and learned the trade of a miller. He followed
this some years after reaching manhood, then coming to Ohio entered upon a new life in the pioneer
style and endured all the hardships and pl'ivatio!ls
incident to that time and place. He made the jourdey overland with a team and luuated in what is
now Clarl1 County, prior to its organization anrl
when the greater part of Ohio was a dense wilderness inhabited principally by wild animals and Indians.
Selecting a tract of Government land on section
23, of what is now Springfielcl Township, Mr. Sintz
erectccl a log cabin and commence<] the•opening up
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of a farm in the wil<lerness. Within that lowl.v
dwelling I<is cl<lcr children were born,- including his
daughter Susan. The cabin is still standing and in
n good state of preser vation. Stoves were comparatively unknown in those days and for many
years Mrs. Ni ntz cooked by the fireplace. Like all
the pioneer housewives she also spun and wove
wool and flax and thus clad her children in homespun. The family was in limited circumstances but
by the practice of great industry and economy they
in due time found themselves upon the road to
prosperity. Mt·. Sintz brought his land to a good
state of cultivation, effecting many improvements
and providing himself with the implements neces.
sary to successful agt·iculture. In addition to carrying on the farm he finaliy built a saw and 1\our
mill, locating them on Rock Run and superintended
the operations of these until his death. Tl<is eVent
took place in tile fall of 1858.
Peter Sintz in early manhood was wended to
Miss Elizabeth Critz. This lady was born in Virginia and was the daughter of John Critz. Sue survived her husband many years and died at the
homestead at the advanced age of ninety-two. The
parental household consisted of seven childt·en,
viz : Margaret, Nicholas, Mary, George, Susan,
Peter and [<;Iizabeth. Tbree of these at·e living and
making their homes in this county. Miss Susan has
has always ,:esicleclat the home farru . In 1861, she
et·ectecl a line brick t·esidence and she is constantly
making improvements so that the property has become very valuable. She had been fortunate in her
selection of help, while her rare good jnflgment in
the investment of capital has caused her to realize
handsome returns. A portrait of Miss Susan Sintz
is "hown elsewhere in this volume.
-----~----~

) [RWIN L. SMITH, better known as " Ed," is
a gentleman of varied experience, having
led a very eventful life.
He was graduatecl at the Wilberham, Mass., Wesleyan Academy when seventeen years of age, which was in
1857. His father, Stephen Smith, who was one of
the largest cotton manufacturers in tbe Granite
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~tate, am! who hac! held the position of Council-

man, which was an office similar to that of Lieutenant Governot·, had mtended that his son should
lake a full course at Yale. Owing to his sudden
death the fall after the son';; graduation from the
acarlemy, the youth was allowed to have his own
way, and he ehose to accept a position which was
offerred him, as assistant book-keeper in a large
mercantile house in New York. There he was rapidly working his way to the front when HJC fatal
shot was firer! on Ft. Sumter.
Dropping his pen, young Smith took np the
sword ill rlefense of his country, being one of the
first men to enlist. He was placerl in the Seventyfirst New York Regiment, three month's men, anrl
sent at once to the defense of Washington, whence
he took part in the first battle of Bull Run.
At
the expiration of his term of enlistment he returned to his native village, Mason, N. H., where
his mother still lived, anrl reemited a company
for a New Hampshire regiment.
His mother objected to his again entering the service, and sent
For the next few
him on a trip to California.
years therefore, his life was spent in mines and
nmong miners, his headquarters being at Virginia
City and Austin, Nev., during the wildest days of
those places.
The desire of young Smith to serve his country
was still strong, and, in 1864, he again enlisted,
becoming a member of the Eighth California Infantry and Light Artillery, !lnd going Lo San Francisco on duty, where he stayed until the close of
the war. He then returned to his home by way of
the Isthmus and New York, but three months after
his arrival in his native State he went to St. Louis,
and took passage for Ft. Benton, Mont. The trip
to that place consumed seventy-two clays, anrl
thence he went Helena, where with others he fitter!
out for a trip to the Salmon River country, in
Idaho. The entire winter was spent by him and
two partners in the solitudes of the migltty forest .
In the spring tltey went to the ~weetwater mines
in Wyoming, where Mr. Smith built the first house
in the town, the structure bringing in u rental of
~100 per month.
Tltere the prospectot·s "struck
it ricll," which was very fortunate for them as they
were without means. Taking what rock they could

crush with a common hammer, crushing and waslling it, they would collect gold enough for all their
needs. During his sojourn in the "\Vest, Mr. Smith
was present at the cer~mony of driving the gold
spike on the Union & Central Pacific Railroad.
At the beginning of the Leadville excitement,
Mr. Smith was early on the ground, wllere for five
years ~e operated in mining stock anrl became
very wealthy. "Fortune is a fickle jade," and so
she proved with him, for soon her smiles gave
place to frowns, ancl he left there about as poor as
he went. Seeking new fields to work, with a
miner's outfit, he made an extended tour through
Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona. Taking the
train at El Paso, Tex., for Shreveport, La., he
there embarked on a steamer for New Orleans,
whence he came by boat to Cincinnati.
Having
spent the best years of his life chasing the wiU-o'the- wisp, Dame Fortune, through the mountain
gorges of the Rockies, he made up his mind to
quit mining forever, ancl seek some occupation
which , although slow, would be sure. Making his
way to Ced9.rville, Greene County, he engage!! as
a laborer in a sawmill, and in this place has resided since 1885.
In 1886, the mother of our subject, who up to
that time hall resided in Maoon, N. H., Norwich,
Conn., Brooklyn, N. Y., and Pawtucket, R.I., and
who was quite wealthy, carne to live with her only
child, rejoicing that he had settled down, and tllat
she could be with him in her last clays. ·Under his
supervision she had a fine modern residence built,
but lived only a short time to enjoy it, dying
April 5, 1889. The house is lleated by steam, and
has fine bath rooms, laundt·y nnd pantry supplied
with hot and cold water, and is lit by gas w hieh is
generated on the place by Mr. Smith. He now
busies himself at market gardening, and also r~ises
chickens, using the most approved incubators,
ft·om which tile young chicks come in long files.
Mr. Smith is a Democrat, and is now a member
of the County Central Committee, from Cedarville
Township. His father was a Whig and an Abolitionist. He belongs to the social orders of Odd
Fellows and Free Masons, and is also a member of
Post No. 94, G. A. R., of which he is Past Commander. He was m3rried in 1886, to Miss Lillie
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M. Phillips, daughter of John and Mary Phillips,
of Cedarville, and is Lhe father of two interesLing
liLLie ones: Stephen, named for his gnmdfaiher
Smith; and Maria, the baby, named for her grandmothm· Smith.
Stephen Smith, the fatbe.r of our subject, was a
so11 of Daritos and Ruth Smith, the former being a
sea captain, all of whose sons followed the sea except Stevhen, who became a cotton manufacturer.
The mother of our snbject was in girlhood Miss
l\laria Ellis, of Attleboro, Mass., a daughter of
George and Patty Ellis, and a granddaughte r of
Richard and Mcbitable (Draper) Ellis.

OHN PERRIN, deceased, was a life-long res1 ident of Springfield Township, Clark County ,
J and born on the farm now occupied by his
flf;f!J fami ly , April15, 1812. The most reliable
ioiformation regarrlmg the ancestry is, that Lhe
gmuclfather of our subject was one of two
bl"Othcrs who eame to America in Colonial limes and
spent his last years in Maryland engaged in farm ing. His son John, the father of our subject, was
born on the farm seven miles from Hagerstown,
M<l., reared in his native county and upon reaching
manhood married Miss Jane Ingram. Early in the
spring of 1806, accompanied by his wife ami infant
ch ild , he started for Ohio with a pair of horses and
wagon and a saddle horse. He . and his wife tool<
turns in driving the team and riding horseback, being obliged to ford the streams, their route lying
through a very sparsely settled country with no
pikes or bridges. After some weeks travel they
arrived in what was then a part of Champaign County, but is now Clm·k, of which they were theoefore among the earliest settlers.
The greater part of the land in the State was
owned by the Government, and there were neither
railroads nor canals an<l no convenient markets.
For many years the surplus products raised by the
scattering families were tal<en to Cincinnati, and
thence on flat-boats to New Orleans. Mr. Perrin
soon purc!Jnscd a tract of six hundred and forty
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acres in a body, a part of which is now included ·in
the city of Springfield. His first abode was a cabin
built of unhcwn logs but he soon erected a better
structuo·e of hewed logs, which in those days was
considered quite a pretentious dwelling. Subsequently a b•·ick house was built and in it he was
living when called from time to eternity in Decemher, 1848. His wife had br~nthed her last the previous year and thP. bodies of both were interred on
the home farm. 'lhe following notice written by
one who knew him well, was printed in the Springfield R epub lic a short time after :Mr. Perrin's death.
"An Old Pioneer is gone. I have always loved
to meet an old settler, who '"walked in the wilderness" when there were no neighbors, and when one
of them is taken from among us by Death, I feel
like cherishing his memory. .Tohn Perrin, who died
on the 16th day of December last, a little upwards
of seventy years old, was a native of Washington
County, Mel., from which place be emigrated in
Jnne, 1806, and located here. Forty -two years of
industry wns rewarded with affluence; and fortytwo years of a just an<l upright life in all his dealings and transactions, secured to him the confidenc
o(the whole community. Solomon says "Folly is
joy to !Jim that is destitute of wisdom, but a mao
of understanding walkeih uprightly". llir. Perrin
was in this a man of understanding that he gave an
example of integrity as well as of industry. These
qualities produce a sort of in1lependence and force
of character in a man, which make his loss more
sensibly felt in his circle and indeed in the whole
community.
••But few are left-long may they be sparedwho remember the state of the country, when Mr.
Perrin pitched his tent here in the "back-woods"
when a man might travel in a bee line for ten or
more miles and not be obstructed hy a farm fence.
Springfield was a town on ly on pape•· for the hazel
bmsh covered Lhc site. There were no mills,
nor churches nor schools; and no one then thought
about turnpikes, and there were but few roads or
paths of any ldnd . As for railroads or telegraphs,
they were not then even in the distant future. l\Ien
of enterprising, discriminating minds like Mr. Perrin , saw that the county possessed the elements of futnre prosperity and greatness. The hardships and
privations incident to the first settlement of such a
country were great, and requ ired in<lustry, patient
cndurence, r(gid economy and integrity. All these
he had in an em in en t degree, which enabled him to
wrestle with the difficulties of the enterprise, and
now in a good old age, surronnded by those w!Jo
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County, l'a., spent her last years in Springfield, and
love him, he has hecn gathered to his fathers. l-Ie
has left four sons and one daughter."
wns buried beside her husband in Ferncliff Cemetery.
The subject of this biographical notice could
To our subject and the widow who now mourns
scarcely fail to do creilit to a parent so highly re·
his loss, seven children were born, Bix of wbom
garded as was John Perrin Sr., and to secure for
himself a similar regard fro on those who knew him . survive to comfort their mother in her grievous
affliction :-tnd to share the burden of grief that folHe was reared on the home farm , attending the
lows the removal of a beloved parent. These beat·
pioneer schools, which were taug!Jt in the log
the names of l\Iargaret Amelia, Ellen Nora, wife
schoolhouse, and at his home learning mu<"h useof James E. Studebaker; John 1\fao·tin, Mary Belle,
ful knowledge which was not a part of the school
cnrriculnm. During his early years, his mother Ina La venia, and Minerva Cooper. The deceaserl
chilrl who was called Katie McKee rlied at the age
did all her cooking by a fireplace, cook stoves being
of seven years and five months. .i\Irs. Perrin is a
unknown up<>n the frontier; she used also to spin
consiste-nt member of the First Lutheran Church,
and weave wool and flax, clothing the family with
which her husbanrl attended and liberally supthe fruit~ of her own labor.
p-orted , although not identified with the organizaMr. Perrin remained with his parents until their
tion. Throughout the entire community Mrs. Perdeath and inherited the olil homestead, continuing
rin is regarded with the respect rluc to a woman of
to reside upon it until he also was gatherer] to his
her fine character, intelligent mind, and habits of
father's ,June 27, 1888. He hail in the meantime
usefulness, ann the other members of the family
erected a fine brick house, enlarged the barn, and
otherwise improved the place whieh forms one of share in the esteem of their neighbors. Mr. Perrin lies bmied within two hundt·ed yards f.-om the
the most pleasant homes of the county. The
spot where he was horn and where he had alwRys ·
farm contains two hundred and eighty-three and
liv~il.
a half acres, twenty-three of which are within the
corporation limits of Springfield, the remainder arljoining the same. The dwelling is furnisberl in a
manner which reflects credit upon the taste of the
OHN B. ABELL. This young gentleman is
occup:wts while making no pretentious to undue
now Superintendent of the Democrat Comelegance.
pany of Springfield, ba ving been chosen
On March 9, 1853, Mr. Perrin led to the hymen~ for that position when the company was ineal altar Miss Mary Dunn Roush, who was born
in Berkley County, Va .. February 2, 1825. Her
corporated, the business having become too large
for one man to manage in all its rlepartments. Alpaternal grandparents were born in Germany, and
upon coming to America locaterl in Virginia, spenrlthough it has been but a few years since be .began
ing the remoinder of their lives there. Her grandhis residence here, his scholarly attainments, menfnth(n· was a slave-owner and became well-to -do.
tal capa.r·.ity, and business acumen are alrearly
well known anrl give him an excellent standing in
Martin Roush, her father, is believed to have been
born in the Old Dominion. He was a planter,
social and business circles. He comes of excellent
families in both lines of dc:;cent and so far his life
working his lanrls with slave labor until1847, when
has rlone credit to the name it bears, while the
he solrl his possessions t!Jere and came to Ohio.
After residing in Madison County a year be
promise for the future is a bright one.
came to Springfield , in which town he aborle a
The father of our subject, Commodore Lawrence
twelvemonth after which be removed to a farm
Abell,distinguished himself in the nav.tl service durwhich he harl purchaserl in Springfield Township,
ing t!Je late war and flied from hardships and
dying there in 1877 at the age of eighty-six years.
exposure in 1866, at Salem, Mass. His wife,
whose maiden name was Ann Ilathaway, was a
His wife, who had horne the mairlen name of Margaret Patton, was bom in Greencastle, Franklin
native of the Old Bay State, where she died, when
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het· son of whom we write was but an infant. John
B. was born in l\:larbl euead, May I , 1860, and af.
ter his mother's death was reared by uis uncle
Charles D. Abell, uis youth being spwt upon a
farm . Upon reacuing his seventeenth year he entered '.Yilhston Seminary, afterward attending
Phillip's Aeademy from which he was grad uated
in 1881. Coming West, he then entere<l Oberlin
College, from which institution he was grad uated
in 1885. Immediately after hi s grnd uat iou Mr.
Abell came to Springfield and entered the law
office of Gen. J. Warren K eif<•r, with whom be
rend law three years. During l11e same time be
canied on quite an extensive ice business on his
own account. Closing out the business at the expiration or a few years, ue became an fidve rtising
solicitor and editor of the Daily Democmt, continuing tuus engaged for a year when tue company
was incorporated and his present position assumed .
Among the members of the dnss of '85 in Oberlin Collnge was 1\:liss l\Inry E. Upp, of Sandusky,
Ohio, wlwm he marriecl June 30, 11:!86. Tho popularity of the young couple, their estimable char_
actcrH, and mental cultLtre, open before t h em an
extended path of usefllln ess, and win fur them the
fri endly regard of all with whom they come in contact. Mr. Abell all(! wife are both members of
the l•' it·st Copgrcgational Cb urch, and pol itically ,
he is a stanch Democrat.

EORGE STEINMANN, a lithographic portrait of whom appears on the opposite !Jnge,
'="~ was for mnny years engaged in business in
Springfield, and was widely known a nd g reatly re .
spectcd. He was a uative of I-l esse-Dat·mstadt, Germa ny, and a son of Adam Steinmann, who was born
in the same locality. The f<Lthet· emigrated to this
country with his fnmily, and located among the
pioneers of I-Inncocl{ County, where he bought a
tract of land, and actively entered upon its development, making his home there until his demise.
The subject of this sketch was quite young when
he accompanied his parents across the water from
the Fatherl!md to their new ho!i:te in Ohio, In early
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manhood he learned the trnde of a baker, and afterward establisued himself at that, and carried on the
bu si ness in Spi-ingfielrl very profitably many years,
being one of the best iu his lin e in tue ~ity and having a large patronage. By uis death,l\'!arch 19, 1875,
in the comfortable Lome that his toil had built up
here , Springfield lost a good citizen, one whose
bLtsiness activ ity bnd promoted its industrial interests. By his devotion to his business, and by the
soutH! integrity with which he conducted it, he won
not only worldly gain , but the consideration and
kindly regard of all with whom he dealt. The following words of the poet written of another apply
to him:
'~His

youtl! was innocent; his riper age
Marked with some acts of goodness evet·y clay;
And watched by eyes that loved him, calm and
sage,
Fa<led his late declining years away,
Cheerful he gave his being up and went
T o share the holy rest that waits a life well spent."
Sharing his countrymen's love of a domestic life,
our subject was peculiarly uappy in his private relations. The maiden name of his wile, who survives
him , was Margaret Biddle, and like himself, she
was a native of Hesse· Darmstadt, where she was
born December 15, 1820. Her father, John Biddle
was also a nati ve of that eountry, his birth taking
place ·May 4, 1793. H e lh·ed in Germany until
1830, when he came to America with his wife and
three children, landing in llaltimore, and making
his way to Pennsylvania. He lived in that State a
few years before coming to Ohio, where he settled
near Mayville. A few years later be came from
there to Springfield, which he fomal to be a small
place, and much of the land 11ear the city covered
with dense forests. l-Ie was employed at various
kinds of work until he retired from active life, and
is still residing here at an advanced age, having
nearly rol!ucl ed out a centu ry of life. His wife has
long been dead, bet· de2.th occurring in 1843. Her
maiden name was Elizabeth Price, and she was a
native of Hesse-Darmstadt. They were the parents
of eight children, seven of whom were reared, four
of whom survive, ancl there are sixteen grandchildren, twenty-eight great-grandchildren, and one
great-great grandchild,
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1\!rs. Steinmann was ten yem·s olrl when she came
to this country, and she remained with bet• pat·ents
until her marriage with our subject in 1843 gave
her a home of ller own, over which she presided
with characteristic energy, managing its affairs with
prudence and diwretion, and making it a pleasant
abiding place for her household. Iler pleasant
wed de< I life brought to her two children, Elizabeth
and Catherine. IWzabetll married Frederick U mmelmann, a native of Germany, who came to America when a young man and settled in Springfield.
lie is a pumpmaker by trade, an<l has carrie<! on
his calling in this city some yea1·s. _Mr. and 1\!rs.
Ummelmann have two children, Com E. and
Charles Elmer. Cora married Fmnl; Schaefer, and
they hav e one child, Edna C. lllrs. Steinmann's
daughter Catherine married \Villium Steinmann,
:~n<lli ves

iu Springfield, they have one child Theodore W. The fam ily are all helcl in high estimation, and are valued memL~rs of the St. John Lutheran Chnrch.

ETER BUFFEND .. ~RGER bears the name
which has been well known in Clark
County since the early part of the present
century. The family is of German ances.
try and the early home in A me rica was in the Old
Dominion. From the vicinity of Petersburg,George
and Hannah (Hawes) Buffcmbarger came to Ohio in
1804, locating within a mile of where our subject
now lives, near what is known as the Buffcnharger
bridge. His homestead contained eleven hundred
acres of land lying along the Little i\liami River.
Upon it are still standing trees raised from seed
brought by Grandmother Buffenbnrger from Yirgtma. It was very difficult to start an orchard as
rabbits and other animals were great enemies to
young fruit trees.
The first wheat sold by Grandfathet· Buffenbarger brought twelve and a half cents per bushel.
The first brick made in Clark County, was the work
of the old pioneer and as there were no brick-masons in the county he built bis own brick house,
although he had never even seen a bl"ick laid. He
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went thirty miles to get a mason's trowel seventyfive years ago. He was in the War of 1812 and while
absent from home Indians visited the house where
his wife was alone and stole evet·ything they could
carry away with them, including the provisions, his
gun, axes, etc. He lived to tb·e extreme age of
ninety-four years and his hair was as black on the
day of his death as it had ever been. Grandmother
Buffenbarger reached the age of eighty-one years.
The next in the direct line of descent was Washington Buffen bat·ger, who was one of the first Buckeye boys born in Clark County, and took delight
in telling that fact. The year of his birth was 1809,
and tile place the olrl homesteail , of which lJe inherited a share. His own homestead comprised three
hunch·ed acres in Clark ancl Auglaize Counties. He
lived to the age of sixty-six years, rearing a family
of five children. Ilis wife was l\1ary, daughter of
John Gowdy, of Greene Connty. She was born in
Addison, Cllampaign County, and died June 16,
1890, at the age oi eighty-two years. Washington
Buffenbargcr was a Captain in the militia and was
Justice of the Pence for twenty-seven years, holding the office from his first election until llis death.
His family was made up of the subject of this
sl;etch; Hannah, now the wife of Seth ~- Briggs;
Priscilla, wife of li·Iiiton Ryan; Mahala Ann, who
lives on the oirl homestead, an d Franeis l\L, who is
married and has one child .
The gentleman whose name ll eacls this biographcal skekh was reared at Doluvardcn, on the old
!Jomestcad anclt·eceivecl his education in the schools
of the county. He became well versecl in practical
knowledge, early in life acquiring an understanding of agricultural pursuits, in which he engaged
when he had reached a suit• ble age. He began his
life-work on the lluffenbarger estate after his marriage in 1853, to Miss Mary Elizabeth Kiser, who
llas provrd an efficient helpmate and devoted
mother. Their family comprises twelve children
whose record is as follows : Napoleon B. resides in
Charleston and holds the office of Constable; Jane
is the wife of Madison Pepple and the mother of
two children-Ralph and Lawrence; Alice is the
wife of Cllarles Merritt, a farmer near his fatherin-law, their family comprising three childrenBuelah Ellen , Thomas Eclwnrd and Esther Alice;
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Jennettie lives with her parents on the old place;
Stacy married Miss Jessie Dick, of Springfield, and
has two children--Jessie and James Frederick;
Ella, a young lady, is living with her parents; Jones
married Miss Cora B. Arnett; Simington , Anna,
Mamie, Sally and Harley are at home and complete
the family circle.
Mrs. Buffenbarger is the oldest child of John and
Sarah (Taylor) Kiser who were natives of Winchester County, Va., and who hail accompanied
their respective parents to Ohio early in the present century. John Kiser was a son of Jacob
Kiser who settled west of Selma about 1809 and
lived to be eighty-four years of age . The son was
a great hunter in the days of flmt-lock muskets and
his eldest son has a guo which was brought by tl1e
family from Virginia and used by him . l\Irs. John
Kiser was a daughter of John Taylor who, with
his two sons-Sa.muel and George-entered twelve
hundred acres of land in tuis vicinity and who died
fifty-two yenrs ago at the age of one hundred
and ten years. The brothers and sisters of l\frs.
Buffenba.rger are John Kiser now living near
Selma; Sarah E., Jane, George, Anna Eliza and
Laura.
l\Ir. Buffenbarger possesses great faith in tile
principles of Democracy and never fails to cast
his vote in behalf of the candic1ate~ who arc pledged
to support them. He has the respect of his fellowcitizens as an energetic and successful farmer , relial.Jle citizen and a man of excellent character. The
Kiser and Taylor families, which his estimable wife
so worthily represents, have long been identified
with the Methodist Church.

OSEPH E. EA VEY. This well-known resident of Greene County, as been no unimportant factor in ndvancing its dairy interests, and is at present successfully operating
a creamery just outside the city limits, where he
has one hundred and eighty-four acres of choice land
and all the requisite buildings. His farm is acknowledged to be one of the finest in Greene
County. He built a fine brick residence in 1878,
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and be has a good burn and all the other outbuilclings required hy the country resident, together with
fruit aucl shade trees, and the improved machinery,
l.Joth fo t· tilling the ~oil and for carrying on his present business. H e has spent his entire life in this
vicinity, having been born and rearecl on the farm
adjoining that which he now lives. He estnblishcd
his creamery in 1888, and is a lead ing stockholclcr
in the Citizens Bank.
Tho sul•ject of this notice was born September
20, 18<18, ancl is the son of John S. and Margaret
C. (Kanode) Eavey , both of whom were natives of
'Vashington County, 1\Id., and who were born in
1814, and 1817, respectively. They were married in 1\iaryland, and in that State were born their two
eldest children. John Eavey was a miller by trade,
wuich he prosecuted in l\faryland until emigrating
to the West. In 1842 he started out with a covered wagon, aceompnnied by his fnrnily,and coming
to this county, sec ured two hundred and forty acres
of land , that upon whieh his son, Jose ph E., now
resides. In 1 845 he removed to the Bonner place,
adjoining, which he likewise purchased, and where
he lived until 1875. Soon afterward he erected a
brick residence on the V{i]mington pike, just outside the city limits of Xenia, where he spent his
last clays, dying in 1879. The wife and mother re ·
sides in Xenia. They were the parents of five chilclt·en, all of whom lived to matmc years, viz.:
Arthur W., Henry H., Susan A., Mrs. F. G. Bell,
of Xenia; John K., of Tampa, Fla.; and Joseph K,
out· subject, who was the youngest born. The paternal gmndfather spent his last years in Marylan<l.
1\Ir. Eavey at an early period in his life became
familiar with the arts of plowing, sowing, and reaping, in whiclt he assisted his father until reaching
man's estate. He attended the common scuools,
and by keeping his eyes open to what was going on
around him in the world, acquired a fair knowledge
of business methods wl;ile still a young man. When
ready to establish a home of his own, he was married October 18, 1877, to Miss Etta S., daughter of
John F. and R~beeca (Van Eton) Wright, who
lived at t.hat tim e ncar t he city limits. The fath er
is living in Xenia, and the mother is deceased. Two
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Eavey, a
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sen and daughter, John I-I. and Helen l\'!., who are
n•>w at home. l\Ir. anrl Mrs. Eavey have fot· many
ycat·s been prominently connecLccl with the First
United Presbyterian Church.

/1\

RS. ELIZA ~IAvCRACKEN. Students uf
philosophy tell us that "rays of light are
colorless when unbrok en," and students of
human nature Jearn tiHtt the dceJ•cst char-

acters, the strongest minth, are formed r.ot 1.'.}' un-

broken happiness, but by the varied scenes of grief
anfl joy, trials and disappointmen h. To only few
is it allotted to attain to the great age of fours core
y('nrs, and muong the list o f octogenarians of
Gt·ecnc County, very considerable mention belong-s
to Mt·s. 1\iacCrncken , who is a most intelligent, and
in many respects remarkable character, and who
entered upon ucr eightieth year November :!:!,
188D. She possesses an excellent memory, and is
justly proud of het· children, who occupy prom inent posiLions in life. 1\Iany year~ ago she was a
teacuer, and numbers among her former pnpils
some who are now filling eminent stations in life.
• As a friend and neighbor she is ltelpful and kind .
As a Christian sbe is faithful ancl devoted.
J efferson County, Ohio, was tue birthplace of
lllrs.MacCracken, and tue daLe of her birtu November 22, 1810. Her parents, Jam es and lllary ( Hawkins) Dougherty, were natives respecti vcly of
1\Iaryland and Penneylvania, and were both of
Scotch-Irish extraction. They gave tlteir daughter what was in those days a very fine education,
and which she afterward supplemented loy a thorough course of reacting. She attended the Steubenville Female Seminary, of which Dr. Beatty was
President. That institution is the alma matel' of
hundreds of women who have blessed and elevated
society with their presence. Early in life she com.
menced Lhe vocation of teacbing, and the results of
her faithful work are apparent even now.
The first marriage of our subject occurred September 16, 1833, wuen she became the wife of the
Rev. Johnson Welch, who was a recognized power
in the pulpit, and in many respects a remarkable

man. He was a g..adunte of the Allegheny Seminary, a theological institution of high ordet· among
t!Je United PreshyLerians. l\lr. alJ(l M:rs. Welch
became the parents of two children-James and
Eliza. James followed in his father's footsteps,
·and is now preaching in Troy, Davis County, Iowa.
Eliza is the wife of Andrew M:. Brooks, and is now
Principal of tue Bettie Stuart Institute, of Springfield, Ill . While yet in the pl'ime of life, and after
only fo ur years of married life, t he Rev. Johnson
Welch passed away, Aprill7, 1837.
A few years after the death of her husband Mrs.
~Welch W'\S again married,the Rev. J. S. l\facCracken
becoming her husband, and the ceremony which
unit~<! tLem being performed November 11, 1839.
Mr. 1\facCrutken wa~ til e son of John and M:nrtha
(Wilson) :MncCracken, natives of Pcnnsylvania,and
early settlers of Brown County, Ohio. Their son,
John S. , wos U(Jl'J\ in Butler County, Ohio, April
6, 1804, and <lie<l April I, 1863. He and his wife
ha<l a family of five chiltlr~n. the record of whom
is a; follows: Henry is now l'rineipal of New York
City University; .John Jo;eph died in infancy;
GP-orge is an attorney-at-law in Urbana, this State;
Anna IIi. is at home, and io a teacher in a classical
school in tile old X enia College Building; another
child died in infa11cy, unnamed.
Mr. and Mrs. llfucCracken passed the eventfnl
lives of a pionee r preacher and a pioneer teacher.
He came of a hardy pioneer family. His gran<lfaLher was killed by th e J[[Jians while standing in
the yard at his frontier P ennsylvania home. His
father removed to Greene County, Ohio, when the
son, JohnS., was a boy, and there bought land and
evolve<! a home out. of the wilderness . .John MacCracken received his early education in Xenia,
being a pupil of the Rev. Hngh McMillen, the
founder of Xenia College. He later became a
student at 1\Iiami University,and having completed
IiiR studies entered the ministry. His first cuarge
was at Kenton, Ohio, where he was successful in
establishing the United Presbyterian Church. He
donated one-half of his salary (not a large one)
toward the erection of a chnrch edifice. In the
meantime his wife taught a select school, being led
to organize it principally on account of lack of facilities for e<lucation in that locality, and largely

...

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.
in behalf of her own children, who owe thei1· em inent succr.ss in a large degree to her instruetion.
In 185 1, after eight years pastorate in Kenton,

Ohio, the family removed to Oxford, the same
Sl!tte, and while there Mr. MacCr:u:ken visited many
destitute places, organizing chu1·ch es wh erever
callerl. They resirlcd in Oxford fiv e years, rc mov.
ing thence to Greene County, and locatin g first at
Cedarville, where father and ·son taught one year.
Then the family located in Xenia, wbere Mr.
lllacCracken died. The loss was rt grievous one
to the family who, howev er, mourned not alone.
The poor, whom he had bel peel; the son owing, to
whom he had pointed out the balm for sadness;
the erring, whose footsteps he had guided into the
~traight and narrow way, all realized th:tt they had
lost a true, faithful uncl generous friend. For
many years his widow has walked alon e clown tbe
pathway of life toward the valley of death. But
t-IJ e lov ing care and affection of her children have
brightened her declining years, and to them she
will bequeath a legacy of tender memories, and the
heri tage of a noble, consecrated life.

W,

ILLIAl\1 HUNTER. An excellent rep resentative of the agricultural class of Pleasaut Town,hip, Clark County, is fouml in
'Villiam Hunter, who occupies a front rank among
the fat·mers and stock. breeders, his specialty being
bloo<led cattle and hogs. He occupies an estate of
two hunched and twenty-one acres and owns one
hundred and fifty-eight acres ad joining. He opereralcs both farms in a manner which docs credit to
his judgment ond zeal, every detail of the work
carried on being curefully OVI•I"iooked ond managed. The personal character of Mr. Hunter is an
upright one, and he is, therefor~, r~garcl ed with
due respect by those about him. He belongs to the
social order of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and be and his worthy wife are members of
the Methodist Protestant Church.
The natal day of the subject of this sketch was
March 8, 1841, and his birthplace the village of
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Catawun. li e was reared on a farm, receiving his
education in the common schools aud acquiring a
practical kuowledge of agriculture on the home
acres. Ju September, 186 4, he became a member
of the SixtecntlJ Ohio Battery, and served in the
ranks of the Union army until June 15, 1865,
being muste red out in New 0.-Ieans. He returned
to his home, resum ed his labors upon the farm, and
on February 15, 1866, took to him self "wife, rc.
moving to his pre, ent location in the following
fall. l-Ie is the fath er of three childre n~Torra nce
1\Iilton, Oliver C. anrl John L., the lntter of whom
died in infanc:y.
The wife of Mr. Hunter bore the mniden name
of Elizabeth Cartmell,and was born near Mechanics-burg, January 17, 184-1. Her father, John L.
Cartmell, was born in \ ' irg inia, and came to the
Bu ckeye State with his parents, Jolm arid Sophia
(Lanlz) C·ortmell. They se ttled in Champaig n
County , where John L. remained until · after his
muninge , wlJen he removerl to Matlison County.
In 1853 he cllanged hi8 location to Clark County,

purchasing one hundred acres of land in Pleasant
Township, where he resided until 1868. He then
solo his farm nn ll engaged in business in Marysville as a grocer, carry ing on the establishment
until uis death, November 26 , 1876. His wife was
Mary Ann Applegate, dauguter of David and
1\Ia rtha Applegate, who moved from Cincinnati to
Antwerp, Ohio, ancl thence to Pleasant Township,
an<l who died at lllutu9l, Champaign County.
To Mr. and Mrs. John L. Cartmell six children
were born, namely: Elizabeth; Sarah C., wife of
Austin Hanks, of Wilmington; Martha, wife of
Nathan Ferguson; Eliza, wife of Lewis Myers, of
Cedar Falls, Iowa; Oliver, whose home is in
l\larysville; and William, of Anderson, Ind. The
father was a member of the Independent Order of
Orld Fellows; in politics IJe was a Democrat, except during the Civil War, when ee was a Republican , voting for Lincoln in 1864. The elder John
Cartmell came from Germany to Virginia. His
family comprised John, Isaiah, Joseph, Thomas,
William, Natlmniel, Margaret, Sarah C. and Nancy,
all of whom •married and reared families, except
Sarah.
Tue gentlcmall of whom we wl"ite is descendel\
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in the third generation from Jonathan Hunter, a
native of Virginia, who married a llliss Chance and
very early in the present century removed to Ollio.
The joomey occupied thirty days, betng performed
hy wagons and horses, as was the common method
of travel at t.hnt early day. ,Jonathan Hunter llad five
sons and five daughters, among them b~ing William,
who was bom in Loudoun County, Va., near Harper's Feny, September 11, 1777. He accompanied
his parents to Ohio, settling with them on section
22, Pleasant Township, where his fathet· took up
nn entire section. Tllcre William Hunter lived
until his death. iti 1864, cle~ring and improving
one hundr~d and sixty acres. He served for a time
in the War of 1812. Politically, he was a 'Vhig
and then a Republican , and his religious belief was
that of the Methodiot Episcopal Cllurcll. He married Blanche llcndricks, w!Jo was born in Jefferson County, Va., February 28, 1787, to William
and Susan (Taylor~ Hendncks. The Iutter removed to Ollio in 1803 or 1804, and settled in
what is now Pleasant Towns!Jip. Tiley died in
Champaign County, leaving two sons and tbrcc
daughters, all of w!Jom married an<l in their turn
left families.
" ' illiam and Blanche Hunter were the parents
of nine children, among whom was :1 son, Lemuel,
who was born two miles west of Catawba, Febru
ary 24, 1814. He recei vecl a common-school education, and wns trained to farm pursuits. Followiug
the example of his ancestors, he became a tiller of
the soil, aml i" now one of the wealthy agriculturists of this county. His home occupies a site on
whicu he has lived since 1840, and the homestead
now comprises about SHeD uundred acres. He also
owns two hundred and seventy-five acres in Moorefield Township, all of which has been secured by his
labor and prudence. He has served three terms as
Trustee, and during th e war was liberal in his
gifts to the Union cause. In politics he is a stanch
Republican .
The marriage of Lemuel Hunter and Nancy
Marsh took place March l, I ~~8. l\it·s. Hunter
was born October 6, 1816, on the farm wbi(•h her
husband now occupies, being a daug'tter of hrael
and Sarah (Marsh) Marsh. Tuis couple had become residents of Ohio early in the present cent-

my, in 1811, settling at Catawba on two hundred
aud tweuty-six acres of land. Tlleir family consisted of two sons and three daugllters, all of whom
lived to mat me years. They were of the Baptist
faith and reared their offspring with firm principles and useful habits. To Mr. and Mrs. Lemuel
!Iuuter seven children were born , the subject of this
sketch being the second in order of birth. The
otuer members of the household band were: Mary
A., wife of James Milton Hodge; Sarah J., wife of
.James Yeazell , both deceased; Lewis, who died
when twenty years old; Eli; l\lirancla, the second
wife of James Yeazell, both deceased; and Bruce,
wlw died when eighteen years old.
In connection with this sketch are presented
port.raits of l\Ir. Hunter an<l his wife, both of whom
are highly esteemed in their COIIJmunity, and are
identified with its development.

--~

OHN H. JOBE. Among the many b~;auti
ful country homes in this county, that of
l\Ir. Jobe deserves special mention. The
'"S~ homestead is finely located, and everything
whi ch ample means and cultured tastes can do, has
been done in the embellishment of the place where
is spent a large part of tl1e proprietor's time, where,
it is eviilent to the beholder, have been expended
llis best efforts, and where his happiness centers.
Amid the busy scenes of life, such a home forms a
subject c.f pleasant contemplation. Both Mr. Jobe
and his estimable wife are people of taste and culture, a nil their mutual efforts have resulted in the
building up of a home which retlects great credit
upoil them, and forms a remarkably pleasant place
of resort for their many friends.
The lifelong interests of l\Ir. Jobe have centered
in this county, as be was born in the city of Xenia,
on the 31st of October, 1826, and his home has
been witltin the county since that time. When
about eight years old, his father removed to the
country, and he remained there under the home
roof until a man of nearly thirty-three yeat·s. I11
the meantime, at the age of nineteen, be learne<i
carpentering, which he followed about _five years,
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moved to bis farm an cl there S]Jeut the remainder
L>ut with the exception of th e time thus spent, he
of his life. He passed from earth in the spring of
has been engaged steadily in agricultural pursuits.
1867. The mother survivc<l he•· husband many
He is now the owner of over three bundrerl and
years, her death laking place at the old homestead,
forty-eight acres, all of wbich hns been brought to
May 24, 1884, when s!JC was quite aged.
a state of cultivation, and embellished with n handTo lhe parent~ of our subject there was born a
some modern residence, and nll the outbuildings refamily of six sons and three daughters, of whom
quired by the enterprising and modern fnrme•·.
John H. was tbe second child and the second son.
Everything about the premises is kept in th e best
Five of these are living, an<llocated in this county.
order, and the whole forms a picture of neatness,
The father during his eal"!y manhood served in the
thrift and beauty which the passing traveler invnri·war of 1812, under the comm<lnd of Gen. Harribly turns to look upon the second time.
son, and participated in the battle of Ft. Meigs.
Mr. Jobc wns married in Xenia Township, AuPolitica lly, he atll li ated with the Republican po.rty.
gust 30, 1859, tu Misa Nancy E., daughter of the
John H. is a Republican of the first water, but has
late Samuel Collins. .l\1r. Collins was one of the
bad very little to do witb political affairs, preferearliest settlers of this county, wh ence be came from
ring to give his time and attention to his farm
York County, l:'a., at the age of eight years with
inte•·ests. He has, however, server! as Township
his parents, and in Xenia Township spent his last
Trustee, and was at one time a Director of the Indays, pnssing away .January 4, 1857. He was marfirmary. Mr. Jobc and bis family are promin ently
ried in early manhood to Miss Rebecca, eldest sisconnected with t he United Presbyterian Church.
ter of Dr. McClellan, of Xenia. Mrs. Jo!Je was
It is hardly necessary to say that during theit· lifehorn in Gteene County, on the 23d of February,
long residence in this county, llf1·. and Mrs .•Jobc
1837, in Xenia Township. She acquired her educahave become widely and favorably known , an•l ention in the common school, an,] made her borne
joy tbc confi<lcnce and esteem of hosts of friends.
with her parents until her marriage. Of this u_nion
there have been born seven children, the eldest of
whom , a son, George E., is farm ing in Cedarville
Township; Charles L. is a well-to-<lo met·chant of
Xenia; John R. follows the same business in the
same city; Laura B. and Hom er H. remain under
the home roof; Samuel died when about sixteen
months olrl; and one child died in infancy.
George .Jobe, the father of our subject, was born
in Allegheny County, Pa.,an <l came to this county
when a young man. Subsequently be was married
near Bellbrook, Sugar Creek Township, to Miss
Mary Ann Hutchison. They settled in Xenia,
where Mr. Jobe engaged exclusively in wagon-making, until finally turning his attention to agricultural pursuits, be purchased a tract of ln.n<l in Xenia
Township. He still, however, maintaine<l his rrsi(lencc in tbe city, whence be would go out to his
land, an<l work upon it as opportunity permitted,
finally building a hollSe there, and leasing the land
to a tenant. At the time of his settlement in !his
county , deer an<l other wild game were plentiful.
Mr. ,To be continued working at his trade until failing health compelled him to abanclon it, when he ·
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OHN G. W AHNER.

This gentleman is the

~ owne1: ancl occupa~t of an estate which bas

, l>cen 111 the possesswn of the fnmily sixtyeight years, and which comprises a fine
tract of land in Madison Township, Clark County.
His father, Isaac 'Varner, was born in this county,
Feb ruary 28, 1809, neat· where ·the village of
Selm" now stands. He was a lin eal clescendant of
William ancl Mary Warner, wbo emigrated ft·om
England to America in 1754, settling near Redstone, Md., where they died.
William Warner
having served in tbe Colonial Army during tbe
Revolutiouary War, recei veci for his services a
land warrnnt, and located one hunclred and sixty
acres where Philadelphia is now built. The
ground being of a rough character, was not occupier! by him or brought under the plow, although
the papers which established the claim were in tbe
possession of the family until the middle of the
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present century. At that time some of the heirs
endeavored to make the claim good, !Jut the papers were burner! hy tli e futhcr of om subject. In
the family of William and l\Inry Warner was a son
Isn•tc, who when a young man came to this section
of country and who was the oldest inhabitant here,
his residence dating fmm 1798. lie matTierl Miss
l\Jnry Win<ler, daughter of John Winder, of English stock and of Quaker religion.
This couple
were tlie grandparents of our subject.
The present home of Jolin G. Warner is also bis
hir·thplacc, his natal day having been January 9,
1842. He was attemling Antioch College, at Y dlow Springs, when the war brol<e out, his class
containing three young men.
Two of these cntererl tbe army, they being om subject anrl Marion
A. Ross, who wns captured by the re!Jels at AtJunta, Gn., and hung. Each of the yout.bs tratl a
sweetheart, and Uw one who did not enter tlie
army told the young lady who was the object of
his attentions that the Govcrnmrnt would not
have him.
She scornfully replitd tliat she did
not want a man whom the Government did not
desire.
Young Warner was not yet eighteen years of
age when the war b~gan, !Jut "the shot bearcl
rouurl the world " had not ceased to re-echo over
the land when he determined to euler the Union
service. It being necessary for minors to have
pnrental consent, and it even then being difficult
for them to secure entrnnce into the army, our
subject placed the figures eighteen in his shoes, in
order that he could truthfully say tnat he was
"over eighteen."
The 17th of April, 1861, he
snw his name enrolled in the Seventeenth Ohio Infantry , with which he served tbre6 months under
the first call of Presirlent Lincoln. lie was the
first to go from Antioch College, which in the
months to follow was almost deprived of male students. Young Ross, mentioned above, was the
second to enlist from the institution.
1\Ir. Warner re-enlisted August 3, anrl three
days after his enrollment was at the side of Gen.
Lyon when he was killed at the battle of Wilson 's
Creek, Mo. The young man then server! under
Gen. Fremont, and in 1862 went with Grant on
the Tennessee campai~n, taking- part in tpe battle

of Shiloh, where he was detailecl for service on
Gen. Sbermau"s staff. He continued his services
as an air! to the beloverl ••Tecumseh" until after
the evacuation of Corinth, his most important
duty being to give the pickets the countersign.
On the 3d and 4th of October, 1862, he took part
in the battle of Corinth , and in 1863 was present
at the taking of Vicksburg, the interval being
spent in duties which proved as onerous and haz.
ardous as those of the noted contests of the war,
although they do not occupy so con>~picuous a
place on the pages of history.
After the fall of Vicksburg, Mr. Warner was
placed on detailed cluty on account of sickness,
~nrl ere long was mustered out of the Fourth Ohio
Cavalry, returning to his home for a time.
He
then re-enlisted, becoming a member of the One
Hun.-lrecl anll Forty-sixth Ohio Infantry, in wllich
he srrvc·d until September, wl1en be was finally
mu,teretl out. During the three years of his army
life Ire harl seen some very lrard service, but his
<luties unrler his last enlistment seemed but play.
A ftcr leaving th e :u- my he entered the commercial
business, but not liking it, he sold it out ere long
and obtained possession of the old farm , where he
lie is a thoroughbred Rehas since continued.
pu!Jiican, hio interest in the party not being satisfi ed with the casting of au occasional vote, but
!earling him at all times to do all that he can for
the good of the organization in whose principles
be believes. He has been prominently spoken of
for county otllees, but bas ever refuser! to run, not
being a politician in tbe sense of desiring oflice.
Hio personal character is a manly and upright one,
and his socinl qualities are such as to win the good
will and friendship of those about him, while in
tile conduct of I.Jis financial affairs be manifests an
enterprising and progressive spirit.
The home of l\Ir ·warner is one of c:nlture and
refinement, being presidecl over !Jy a lady who
possesses many graces of mind and heart, and having under its roof a band of interesting anrl talenterl young people.
The wife of Mr. Warner
bore the maiden name of Anna li1Ul-ray, and tho
rites of werllock were celebmterl between them in
1865. Her grandfather, Mungo Murray, wus bon:
ip S~otjand Ju11e 3, l775, and was married to
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Catherine McCune in May, 1798. Shortly after
their marriage they emigrated to America, spending
the remainder of their lives in the Empit·e ~tate.
There their son George, the father of Mrs. Warner,
was born July 16, 1807.
He came to Clark
County, Ohio, in the spring of 1817.
To Mr. Warner and his estimable wife seven
children have been born, two having been removed
f.-om them in infancy.
Mungo P., who is now in
charge of the telegraph oflice at Selma, is a graduate
of Antioch College and a youug man of great promise, h·aving mental abilities of a high order, and
is already displaying a firmness of character which
speaks well for his future; Lydia, a young lady at
home, is also a graduate of Antioch; she manifests
a decided talent for music, an<l a speciality is being made of this capability.' Isanc, although still
quite a young lad, manifests the bent of his mind,
and is becoming quite a fancier of horses; Emma
is >1 miss in school; and Angy is the baby of the
family.

ON. WILLrAM R. BURNETT, Mayor of
the city of Springfield, was elected to this
oflice in the spring of 1889, and is discharging the duties in connection therewitiJ
in a manner creditable to himself and satisfactory
to the people. He is a lifelong resident of the locality where he now lives, having been born in
Springfield Township, August 17, 1846. He hM
watched the growth and development of the city,
which was in its infancy during his boyhood, and
no man is more warmly interested in its material
welfare.
The father of our subject was John Burnett, a
native likewise of Springfield' Township and the
son of Richard Burnett, who wRS born in England.
The latter was reared to manhood in his native
country, and upon emigrating to America settled
in Kentucky. Later, he emigrated to Ohio and
purchased a tract of Government land in Springfield Township, and for a number of years he engaged in farming. Late~, he removed to the city
and conducted an hotel on the National Pike, nt

755

the corner of Main Street and Western Avenue.
He remained a resident of Springfield until his
death.
The father of our subject learned the trades of
millwrighting and carpentering, which he followed
many years, becoming an expert workman. He
spent his entire life in Clark County and died in
Springfield , February 13, 1890. The mother, Mrs.
Mary (.Tones) Burnett, wn.s born in Virginia and
was the daughter of 'VeBley Jones, who spent his
last years in Indiana. To herself and husband was
born a family of nin e 0hildren, viz: Thom a,, William R., Theodore, George, Jane, J>tmes, Edward,
Emma :tJJil Lewis. Six of these are living and
residents of ~pringfield.
Young Burnett attended school quite st~adily
until fourteen years old and then commenced learning the trade of a machinist in the Champion Machine Shops, at Springfield, where he continued
until August, 1863. The Civil War then being in
progress, he finally resolved in having a hand in
the preservation of the Union, and, accordingly,
enlisted in the Fourth Battation Cnvalry, 0. N. G.,
and went with · his regiment to Kentucky and T ennessee, serving in these States until the expiratiou
of his tel·m of enlistment. Then, receiv ing an honorable discharge, he t·eturned to his old place at the
shops, continuing there until 18tl2.
Having now accumulated a fair amount of capital , Mr. Burnett em barkerl in the grocery business
in Springfield, which he bas since conducted successfully. Politically, he atliliates with the Demom·atic party. He serv.ed six years as a member of
the School Board, and for three years represented
his ward in the City Council. He is an enterprising business man , and hils always been found the
encourager and supporter of the projects calculated
to promote the growth and welfare. of the city.
The subject of this notice was married October
19, 1865, in Springfield, to Miss Mary Monahan.
.Mrs. Barnett was born in June, 1844, in Springfield, and is the daughter of John nnd Eliza (Tuttle) Monahan . Of this union there have been
born two children: Theodore A. was graduated
from the A mericnn Veterinary College, of New
York City, at the age of twenty years, and is now
engaged in the practice of his profession at La

756

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.
·~===

,-----~----~~

Cros;e, Wis.; Levi is a student in the .military
school at Gambier, this State. l\fr. Burnett is
prominent in Masonic cir·cles, belonging to Clark
Lo<lge, No. 101, F. & A.M.; Springfield Lodge,
No. 3:3, I. 0. 0. F.; Rerl Star Lodge, No. 205, K.
of l'.; Lodge, No. 5 I, Benevolent an<l l'rotecti ve
Order of Elks; and Mitchell Post, No. 45, G .A.R.,
at Springfield.
The home of Mayor Burnett is pleasantly lo.
cated in the centrnl part of the city, and, with its
surroundings, indicates cultured tastes and ample
means. It is hardly uecessary to say that he is
widely and favorably known throughout Clark
County and is regarded as one of its leading citizens, and one who has been no nnimpor·tant factor
in advancing its best interests.

~

SRAEL EVERHART, " well-known resident
of Pleasant Town<hip, has heen the occupant of
his present farm since Jt\61, when he emigr·ated
hither from the Olrl Dominion. He was hom in
Lourlonn County, Va., l\Iny 6, 1811,anct is the son
of William anrl Catherine (Axline) Everhart; the
fonner of whom was bom Octo her I 5, 1783, aucl
the latter March 21, 1786.
William Everhart was a farmer by occupation
anrl went'into the army as a substitute during the
War of 1812. He was a man of considerable property in Virginia anrl the owner of slaves. He was
twice marri£<1 anrl by his first wife became the
father of six children, the eldest of whom, a son·
Jonathan, was born December 5, 1803; Christina,
March 27, 1807; Elizabeth, April24, 1809; lsmel,
our subject, was the next chilo; Solomon was born
December 19, 1813, and Catherine, !If arch 1G, 1816.
The first wife dierl May 3, 1816.
The father of our subject took for his second
wife Mrs. SusannJth Nicham, widow of I. Nicham
and the daughter of I. Calb. Of this union there
were born the following children: Williorn N. anrl
Nathaniel W., twins, were born October 24, 1817;
Lyrlia Ann, Septemher 12, 1819, and <lied young;
Matilda H., was born l\Iay 15, 1821; .John A.,
March 21, 1824, and died young; George M., was
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born Fehruary 9, 1826; Elijah D., August 27,
1828. The father died August G, 1835, in Virginia
and his second wife died in that State August 24,
1841. He was the S'Jn of Christian and Snsan
Everhart, who were natives of Germany, and emigrated to America during the Colonial nays. They
settled first in 1\iarybnrl and later removed to Vir·gmra. Their family consisted of Lawrence, Jacoh,
.Jasper, Christian, who was killed by a team when
young. l'hilip, Michael, ''Villiam, Elizaheth, Mrs.
Snook, Chr·istina, Mrs. Charlotte; Lawrence served
in the Revolutionary 'Var anrl Jasper and Michael
served in the War of 1812, the latter as n Captain.
The mother of our subject was the daughter of
.John Axline, a native of Germany and whose family consisted of four sons and three daughters. The
Everhnrts as far back as the recorrls go belonged
the German Reformed Church. The first wife of
William Everhart W<1S a Lutheran in religion aml
his second a 1\Iethodist. William Everhart, politically, was an old-line Whig.
The subject of this notice workerl on a farm with
his father until a youth of eighteen years and then
began learning the trade of a carpenter which he
followed until 1860. In April 1861 he came to
Clark County and secured seventy-two acres of
bnd south of Catawha where he has since opera tee!
to goorl t~<l vantage as a tiller of the soil. He arlded
fifty acres to his estate the following year and later
pu rch11sed forty acres more. He has effected good
improvements and is not only recognizurl as a thorough and skillful farmer but a reliable member of
the c~mmunity.
1\liss llfnria Ropp became the wife of our subject
December 1, 1836, the wedding being celebr·ated at
the .b ride's home in Virginia. Mrs. Everhart is,
like her husband, a native of Loudoun County, Va.
and was born March 4, 1817 to Nicholas and Lizzie
(Waltman) Ropp, who were also born anrl rem·erl
in that count.y. Mr. Ropp, like Mr. Everhart was
alsc, a slaveholder and likewise served in the War
of 1812. To him rmrl his good wife there was born
a family of ten children, four sons and six daughters, viz.: Samuel, .Jacob, John, Emanuel, Mary,
Milly, Maria, Eliza A., Eli?aheth and Sarah J.
They all lived to mature years, were marrierl and
settled comfortably in life. .Jacob, John, Elita,
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Sarah J. and Mrs. Everhart came to OL io. The
paternal grandparents of Mrs. Everhart were natives of Germany and of pure German stocl< as fotr
back as the records go.
Seven children came to bless the union of Mr.
and Mrs. Everhart these being named respectively:
William C., John A., Eliza!Jctb M., the wife of
William H . Grubb, Thomas F., Edgar S., George E.,
and one who <lied in infancy unnamed. 'Villiam
anci John servecl in the Union Army during the
late Civil 'Var, the former in the Ninety-fourth
Ohio Inf~tntry, and the latter in the Second Ohio
Infantry. Mr. and Mrs. Everhart are members in good standing of the Methodist Protestant
Church, nnrl our subject, politically, affiliates with
the Republican party. His property is the result
of his own industry and prudence and the family
occupies a good position in the commun ity.

D

R. .TOHN PARKES DUGAN, President of
the Springfield School Board,has been id entified with the educational interests of the
Buckeye State for many years and was selected for
the office which he now holds as being a man eminently qualified to fill the position. He is a lifelong resident of Clark County, his cady ltome
being on a farm in Springfield Township and where
he was born July 22, 1859 . Il is early trainings and
associations were such as to inculcate in him botlt
the love of truth and the love of learning, aud
which by years of careful development have constitu ted h1m a mnn of more than ordinary intelligence and one who can always he trusted to perform his duty.
In reverting to the. parental history of Dr. Dugan
we find that his father, ·william Dugan, Wf•S likewise a native of Springfield Township, and h0rn
September 25, 1815. The patemal g t•nndfnther
was John Dugan, a native of Somerset County, Pn.
and the son of Jeremiah Dugan who was born in
Ireland. Jeremiah Dugan emigrated to America
with his parents when a small boy aud wns educated to the priesthood. As he grew in years he
renounced the Catholic faith and threw his books
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into the mill-rnce. Subsequently he was married
to a Miss Anthony, a lady of German birth and
pnrentage. He remained a resident of Pennsylvania until 1794, then removed to Kentucky and
located ncar the st.ruggling town of Cynthiana.
There his fit·st wife died all(] he was married a second time.
In the meantime the grandfathet· of our ~nbject
found his home rather unpleasant with a stepmother an<l he left as soon as attain ing his majority. He entered the employ of a man named
Newell, who was abo ut removing to Ollio, and he
assisted in driving the team, the journey being
made overland. They arriverl upon the present
site of Springfield, October 24, 1806, when there
were only two fam ilies on the prairie east of the
infant town. Being an unman·ied man l\Ir. Dugan
sought employment with the heads of the two families mentioncd-111r. Reid and 1\fr. Snidgrass-with
whom he remained for some time. He lived economically and saved his money and in clue time
bought a six horse team ancl a wagon and commenced hauling pork and other produce to Cincinnati and what was then Portlani!, but is now
Sandusky. Upon the retum trips he transported
merchandise, salt and fish for a 1\fr. Wdlace nntl
Pierson Shinning, the only two merchants in
Springfield at the time .
In 1812, Grandfather Dugan volunteered in the
service of the United States as a teamster, taking
with him his six horses, and served until peace was
declared. He recei verl for his services two land
warrants, one of whieh he gave to his youngeSt
son and the other he trnded off. He followecl
teaming for about twenty-live years aud in the
meantime purchased a tract of wild land four
miles east of the court house for which be paid
$10 per acre to Gl'iffith Foos who had entered it
from the Guvcmment. ' Vh ile he was teaming his
family resided upon the farm and improved the
land. Afterward he engaged in farming unti\1858,
then sold out and pmcbnsed a home at the intersection of East Ma.in Street and Burnett Road ncar
the corporation line where he spent the remainder
of his days, passing away July 2, 1868. II£. was
married March 10, 1810, to Miss Polly Hall, a
native of Hnrrison County, Ky., and born April
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22, 1792. Her father, John Hall, removed from
Kentucky to Clall< County in 1808, and located in
Springfield Township where he died.
Grandmother Dugan departed this life July 21, 1867 .
Of the five cllildren born to the paternal grandparents of our subject the record is as follows :
Sally maniecl .Jacob Pence who is now cleceasccl;
William, the father of onr subject, was the second
born; Margaret , i\Irs. Woocl , is living in Springfield; John resitles on East Main Street, Springfield; ,James died when a promising young nutn of
twenty-two years. William, lil<e his brothers and
sistm·s, obt.ained his education in the pioneer
schools which were conclucted in a log schoolhouse
on the subscription plan. The temple of learning
was a rnde structure, heated hy a fireplace and furnished with seats maclo of spli t logs upheld loy
wooden pins. Light was admitted through the
place made vacant hy the removal of a log, ovct·
which was pasted grca;erl paper. The chimney was
built outside of earth anrl sticl<s. The system of
education was in keeping with tile 5t1rroun1lings,
tile principal bmnches tanght being, reading, writing and l ~ciphering."
At home the father of our su bjcct was reared to
agric.ulturnl pmsuits an<l worked on the farm tlll·
til his marriage. He then settled on a part of th e
olcl homestead, where he resided unti1 1857, dnriug which y ear be removed to the farm which he
now owns and occupoes. This is located six miles
cast of the court bouse, near Oxtohys Station .
There he has gathered :trouncl him all of the comforts and conviences of modern life. He was married August 19, 1847, to Mrs. Caroline (Harris)
McDonald . This lady was born in the castem
part of Clark County, Octoher 7, 182·1, to Ezra and
Hannah Harris. She was first married to Samuel
1\IcDonalcl who died, leaving one child who afterwards died.
To ·william and Caroline Dugan there were born
five children, the eldest of whom, a daughter,
Mary, is the wife of Christian Foster and resides
in Springfield; James W. is farming in Decatur
County, Incl.; John Parks, om subject, was the
tbircl child; Sarah A. and Louemma remain at
home with their p:~rcnts. John P. attended the district sehoul during his boyhood and btcr was

placed in a select school at Springfield, this being
taught by Prof. John Rowe. He at an early age
decided upon the profession of medicine and com·
menccd studying, when approaching manhood, with
Dr. Cyrus D. Richey as his preceptor.
In 1881 young Dugan entered the Miami Medical College at Cincinnati, from which he was graduated March 1, 1883. Eleven clays later he commenced the practice of his profession in Springfielil, of which he has since been a resident and
among whose people he has a lnrge number of
patrons an•l friends. He was married November
25, 18 87, to Miss Carrie Jlf. , daughter of E.N.
and Abigail Tibbetts of whom an extended sketch
appears elsewhere in this ALBUM. To the Doctor
nud his estimable lady there has been born one
child, a daughter, Grace Vernon.
Dr. Dougan belongs to Clark County Medical Society ancl the Southwestem 1\Iedical Association. In politics he has always been a Democrat.
He was first elected a mcm ber of the School Board
in !888, and·re electeil in 1890. Upon its re-organization he was made its President. During the
administration of Prcsidllnt Cleveland, he was
made Secretary of the Board of Pension Ex!lmincrs and served four years.
The maternal great-grandfather of Dr. Dugan
W!tS Lazurut Harris, a native of Virginia, who emigrated to Ohio a.t an early clay and settled in Muskingnm County, where he died. He was the father
of a goodly family and his son, Ezra, the granclfat.hcr of our subject, was born in Virginia, January 22, 1790. He emigrated to Ohio when a young
man with his parents and later settled in wbnt
was then Champaign County but is now Clark
County. He was married April 11, 1813, to l\1iss
Hannah Roys who was born Jnly 3, 1798, near
Morgantown, V2. They loGatecl on a tract of
wild land in Hmmony Township where Mr. Harris
improved a farm and with his estimable wife
spent the balance of his life. Tiley reared a large
family of cbildt·en, who were named respectively, Joana, Phebe, Chipps, Thomas, Eliza, John,
Caroline, Foreman, Mary, Susan, James, 'Villiam,
Hanison and Washington. :rile youngest son
measured six feet four and one-half inches in
height and was the tallest man serving in the
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Ninety-Fourth Ohio Infantry, which was compdserl of one tbousanrl and eight membet·s. He
yielde<l up his life to his country, dying at Murfreesboro, Tenn., from the effects of measles.
Ezra Harris died March 12, 1865. Hannah Hnr.
ris died December 1, 1868; her maiden name was
Phrobe Carey.

AMES MILTON RUNYAN. An influential, active and progressive citizen, the gen' tleman above named is honored and re·
~ spected wherever be is known, and among
1ihe farmers of Pleasant Townsllip, Clark County,
is t~_ed as one of the most substantial of their
number, and a leader in all matters which will ailvance their interests. He has a gallant record as a
S<•ldier, and as a public servant and business man
has >llown ability and tru stwortllincss. He was
Lorn in the village of Catawba, June 20, 1841, and
was reared upon a farm, receiving !tis education
in the common schools. The attempt upon the nation's life aroused him, and young· as he wns when
the war began, he determined to give the strength
of his arm to his country 's cause. He t!Jcrefore
enlisted August 20, 1861, as a private in the Sixt eenth Ohio Battery, his campaigning ih that regiment being in Missouri and · Arkansas.
In September, 1862, young Runyan was sent
home on sick furlough and about the 20th of the
month was discharged at Columbus, on account of
disability. After his health was sufficiently restored be went to Charleston, ·w. v~.., during the
winter following his discharge entering a hospital
as a nurse. Following this came a period of home
life, and in May, 1864, he again entered the Union
Army, becoming a member of Company D, One
Hundred and Forty-six Ohio Infantry. The ~·egi
ment served in West Virginia until fall, when its
mem hers were honorably discharged and returned
to the dut-ies of civil life.
Mr. Runyan resumed farming, in which be had
previously been somewhat occupied, continuing
thus employed until 1867, when h<> purchase<] :uul
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engaged in operating a grist and saw mill. Until
1886 , he continued his o perations as a miller, since
which time he has resided upon his farm of one
hundred and eighty-seven 3Cres on sections 15 and
16 , adjoining his mill property. He belongs to
the social or<lers of Odd Fellows and the Grand
Army of the Republic, and both he and his wife
:ue identified with the Metbodist Episcopal Church.
He bas ser ved as T owns hip Trustee two terms and
has been l;chool Director for twenty-one years.
The latter fact indicates the opinion which his
neighbors have of his intelligence, good judg ment
and interest in the future welfare of the section.
He bas also been before the public for county honors.
The estimable companion of Mr. Runyan was
known in her girl!Jood as Mary J. McClenen and
was born ncar Harper's Ferry, V a., .May 22, 18!3.
l;he became the wife of our subject 1\hrch 4, 1866,
ancl is the mother of seven children-J. Arthur,
Clarence L., Eddie J ., Percy E ., Charles G. , Maud
R. and Walter, t he latter of whom died llt the age
of four months.
The parents of Mrs. Runyan are John and Elizabeth (Ropp) McClenen , who wet·e born and
reared in Virginia, and who located in Clark
County, Ohio, in 186.1. Mr. l\IeClenen is a gunsmith by trade and during the war was inspector
of arms at Fortt·css Monroe; be is now engaged in
farming. He was born the night the British burned
Washington, D. C., during the War of 1812. His
family includes two sons and three daughters.
The Runynn family is of Scotch-Irish lineage,
and the first representatives in this conn try settled
in Virginia. A sister of our subject's grandfather
was captured by the Indians and never recovered.
Abraham and Sophia (Lync!J) Runyan, the gran<lparents of om· suuject, ca me to Ohio early in this
century and to Clark County in 1811. Tlte husband served during the 'Var of 1812, and was a
prominent man in his townsltip, filling various local offices, and botlt he and hi s wife were lead ing
members of the l\IeLhodist Episcopal Church.
They settled on eighty-six acres of land which was
increased to one hundred and tbirty.si x. This
property had been cleared and well impmved by
Mr. Runyan prior to his deatlt, whic!J occurred in
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1836, at the age of fifty-six y ears. His wiclow
survived until seventy-five years old. Their nine
children married and reared families. One of these,
Henry, was born in vVarren County May 15, 1809,
nnd was an infant of less than two years when
the family located near Asbury Church in Clark
County.
Henry Runyan was reared on a farm , receiving
his eilucation in the traditional log school-house
with its greased paper windows and primitive fmnishings, and after completing his own studies
taught in the home district. In 1834, he engaged
in mercantile pursuits in Catawba and after ten
years thus occupied, turned his attention to agri<:ulture . In .June, 1856, he removed to his present home, taking possession of fifty acres to which
he has added thirty acres adjuining. He also owns
another farm of one hundred and sixty-six acres,
also in Pleasant Township. He has made his own
way through life and has given his children about
$5,000, while rearing his large family well and
making preparations for his declining years. The
only a~sistance which he received, aside from his
education and training, was $237 which came to
him from his father's estate. He bas served as
Trustee, Appraiser, and in othet· local offices for
many years. For fifty years he bas belonged to
the Masonic fraternity . His first political adherence was given to the Whig party and he afterward joined Lbe Republican ranks, while during
the war he was a strong and active supporter of
the Union. Be united ivith the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1828, and has held office in that C.enomination continuously and to its work has
<levoted much time and money.
The first wife of Henry Runyan was Rachael
Jones, wlJO was born near Harper's Feny, Va., in
1815. This lady was the only child of John Jones
and wife, who settled in Ohio about 1817. Her
father had a large family by his secon<l wife. Mrs.
Rachael Runyan was the mother of the following
named children: Abe, William H., John W., Martin L., J. Milton, Esther A ., Francis M., Malw.la F.,
and l:iusan E.; and two infants who died unnamed.
l•;mncis M. enlisted in the fall of 1861, in Company F, Forty-fourth Ohio Infantry. The brave
bel, who wns but sixteen years old when he
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joined his country's defenders, w11s killed in his
first battle, nt Lewisbnrgb, W. Va., in May, 1862.
The affectionate and devoted wife and mother died
October 23, 1853.
The widower subsequently married Mrs. Lucia M. Chapman , who was born in Portage County,
June 1, 1819. She is a daughter of William
and Lucretia (Sisson) Eaton, who were born in
Stafford, Vt., and ''Vilberham, Mass., respectively,
and who came to Portage County, Ohio, in
1818. Thence they removed to Geauga County,
and afterward to Missouri. Their daughter, Lucia, became the wife of Enoch S. Chapman, to
whom she bore one son, Enoch C. Her marriage
to Mr. Runyan has been blessed by the birth of
three children-Charles H., Lucretia M., and Cora
B. A portrait of Mr. Runyan is presented in connection with his persoual sketch.

HOMAS KENNEDY. In summing up the
list of the pioneer citizens of Clark County
the name of Mr. Kennedy should by no
means be omitted. His career, perhaps, is not widely
different from that of others who came to the wilds
of the Buckeye State during its early settlement
and assisted in advancing its growth and pro&perity.
As the result of his labors, he is now in the enjoyment of a comfortable home on section 5, Moorefield Township, and is undeniably in possession oi
the confidence and esteem of those around him.
A native of Baltimore, Md., the subject of this
notice was born June 19, 1832, and is the son of
Thomas and Eleanor ( Barl>er) Kennedy who were
likewise natives of that State. In 1835, when
Thoma~ was a lad of three years, they emigrated to
Ollio and located for a time at the infant city of
Springfield. It then bore little resemblance to its
pres;nt condition, being an unimportant hamlet
with little indication of its future prosperity. Not
long afterward the father purchased a tract of land
from which he opened up a good farm and them
with his estimable wife spent the remainder of his
ilays.
During his younger years be bad been n seafaring
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man and was Captain of an ocean vessel. He spent
twenty-five years on the briny deep, but after coming to Ohio settled contentedly down to farm life
anc1 died inl868. The mother had passed away in
1856. Of the seven children born to them only
four are living, viz.: George F., a physician and a
resi<lent of Kentucky; Thomas, our subject; Julia,
tlw wife of Daniel TwicheU, of Champaign County,
this State, and Emma, Mrs. Speck, a widow of
Springfield. The deceased are William B., Eleanor
E. and James J.
Mr. Kennedy, of whom we write, received a limited education in the primitive schools and assisted
his father in the cultivation and improvement of
the farm. He learned the art of plowing, sowing
and reaping as soon as old enough, and when approaching manhood supplemented his education by
an attendance of one year at Delaware University.
This and his habit of observatio" and reading
fairly well fitted him for the future duties of life.
ITe took the first · important step toward the establishment of a h0me of his own, December 29, 1858,
being married to Miss Elizabeth A., daughter of
Thomas C. Wilson, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere in this volume.
Mrs. Kennedy was born March 18, 1834, in Clark
Count.y , Ohio, and under the training of a careful
mother developed into an intelligent and attractive
womanhood. She acquired her education in the
common school and remained a member of her
fathers household until her marriage. Of her
union with our subject there have been born five
children, the eldest of whom, a daughter, Alice E.,
is the wife of H. S. Fairchild and they make their
home with her father, he occupying himself as a
school teacher; Anna B. remains under the home
roof, also 'Mary J. The deceased children, Ella
and Frank, died at the age of two years and two
weeks.
Mr. Kennedy owns two hundred and ten acres of
choice Janel and avails himself of modern methods
and the most approved machinery in the" culti vat ion of the ,soil. This property has been accumulated by his own perseverance and industry and
assisted by his faithful and capable wife. Both are
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church attending services at l\loore!h·hl Chapel, and 1\It·.
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Kennedy officiates as Steward. Politically, he gives
his unqualified support to the Republican party.
Since his voting days began he has never missed a
Presidential election and be keeps himself thoroughly posted upon the leading events of the day.
He is a good provider for his family , a kind and
hospitable neighbor and enjoys the association of
many friends.

U
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EORGE WATT, M. D. and D. D. S. This
gentleman, although still nominally editing
the Ohio Joumal of Dental Science, bas partially abandoned his literary work on that journal,
with which be has been connected since its establishment in 1880, and to whose success his own
fluent and profound writings contributed so largely.
His literary ability and culture are of a high degree of excellence, while his understanding of dental science and of medicine is thorough. Possessing
t!Je power to interest those to wboll). he speaks or
for whom he writes, and to place clearly before
them his own knowledge and theories, he has been
able to <lo much to advance the sciences in which
he is interested.
Dr. Watt is a native of this county, being a son
of Hugh Watt, who became a resident here in 1817,
coming hence from Western Pennsylvania. The
father was born in the North of Ireland, but was of
Scotch blood, and emigrated to the United States
when a young man of nineteen years. He located
in the Keystone State, where in due time he married Miss Isabelle Mitchell, who was born near
Pittsburg. He remained for some time in that
State, occupied at his trades of a wheelwright aud
a chairmaker, and also doing agricultural work.
Finally with a family of seven children he came to
this section, settling)n the eastern part of Greene
County, near where Cedarville now stands, buying
land that had been but slightly improved. T!Jere
!Je made his home, and remained until his death in
1857, his wife having preceded him to the tomb,
breathing her last in 1847. The land which he occupied was by his exertions and wise management
mad~ into an excellent farm, and marked with good
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impl'Overuents. The family were members of the
Cov<·nanter Church, an<l as one of the tenets of their
faith is freedom to the entire human race, the elder
Watt would not take any oath to hold office under
a constitution that permitted human slavery. He
was a believer in the principles of the Whig and
Abolition parties, and his house was one of the depots on the underground railroad route from Maysville, Ky . (then called Limestone), to Detroit,
Hi ch., which is known to this day ns the Limestone
road.
The eyes of George Watt opened to tlJC light
~I are II I .J., 1820, and he g rew to maturity on his
father's farm. receiving his fundamental education
i11 that district., and continuing his studies in the
Boys' Acailemy of Thomas Steele, where he learned
to think, ani! in Ripley College. For a time he
pursu e<! the vocation of a teacher in this and in
Adam Counties , after which he took up the stuily
o f med icine, uncle•· Samuel Martin, M. D ., who had
stuilied in Lon<!oncterry, Ireland. With that physician he rcail two years, a ttending lectures at the
Medical College of Ohio, in Cincinnati, and receiving hi s <legree
l\1. D . in th e class of 1848.
After receiving hi8 diploma Dr. 'Vatt engaged
in the practice of Lis profession in Xenia, in Fay ette County, In<l ., at Kenton, Ohio, ancl in Cincinnati , continuing his labors for a number of yea1s.
He also made a stucly of dentistry, being graduated
from the Ohio Dental College in 1854, and subsequently occupying the Chair of Chemistry in that
institution. He was the first man who adaptecl a
chemical course of lectures to a dental class. He
held the Chair in the above college until interrupted by the war, and afte 1· his return from fields
of battle, was again a membe r of the faculty as
long as he was able to continue the manipulations
necessary .
On May 2, 18G4, Dr. Watt enlisted in the United
States service as Surgeon of the One Hundred and
Fifty-fourth Ohio Infantry, whic-h acted in \Vest
Virginia as a eomponcnt part of Gen. Kelly's railroarl division. While in the service he receiveil
nn injury from a horse, which has caused progress; vc locomotor ataxia. His connection with t!Je
dental college was resumed when he returned from
the field, and continued until 1871. During a
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portion of this time he practiced his profession in
Cincinnati, !UHl he was also the proprietor and
mauufactmer of dental supplies. The Ohio Dental
State Joumal was established in 1880, Dr. Watt
accepting the position of editor, whic!J, as before
stated, he still retains, although on account of paralysis of the hand , of a very recent date, he is
partially nr.ablc to continue the contributions from
his pen; which bad so long been a feature of the
journal. For twenty years he was connected with
the Denta l Registe>·, of Cincinnati, and with Dr.
Taft, of the University of Michigan, !Je became a
joint proprietor and editor of the Dental R21Jiete>·
of the West .
Many positions of pmminencc in various societies have been held by Dr. \'Vatt, and his name is
widely known to the members of the dental profession. He became a member of the Mississippi
Valley Dental Soci ~ty as early as 1852. He was a
delegate to the American Dental Convention. helil
in New York in I tl56, and Vice President of it.
He has also been Presiilent of the 1l merican Dental
Association , of the Ohio State Dental Society, and
twice held a similar official station in the l\Iacl
River Dental Society. In 1854, the year in which
he was graduated from the Dental College, a pri7.e
of $1 00 was offered fO!' the best popular essay on
Denhtl Surgery, a prize which was awarded to him;
and a Philadelphia puulisher has since published a
collection of Wa tt's Chemical Essays.
The estimable and cherished companion of Dr.
Watt, with whom he was united in mardage April
16 , 1845, bore the maiden name of Sarah J. McConnell. H er father, Samuel McConnell, with his
family floated down the Ohio River on the same
boat with the father of onr subject, an<l the two
families lived but nine miles apart. Dr. Watt and
the young lady who became his wife, however,
never met until the !aLter was a young lady eighteen years of age. Tiley hiwe one adopted daughter, ll:lrs. W . S. Sillitto, whose husband is a dentist
in Xenia. • On her adoption Dr. and Mrs. Watt desired her baptism, but as she was the child of unbelieving parents it was refused by the United
Presbyterian Church. They pressed the matter,
and it was then referred to the synod, causing a
revolution in the denomination. As the State made
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no provision for legal adoption, it was necessa.·y to
get an act passed, and the Doctor therefore was instrumental in revolutionizing the Jaw of the State
also.
Dr. Watt, his wife, ami theit· daughter also,
belong to the Third United Presbytcl"ian Church of
this city. Not only for the work which he bas accomplished in the fields of professional science, Lut
for his own upright manhood and personal qualifications and attainments, Dr. Watt is highly respected, and fills a prominent place among the
citizens.

OHN G. ZEINER. undertaker and dealet· in
household furniture, has been for some years
doing a thriving business in J::unestown,
Greene County, where he established himself in 1862. He is one of that class of men who
began in " modest manner and who by perseverance
an<! inclustry hnve worked their. way up to a good
position, socially and financially. For many years
he carried on the manufacture of furniture an<l
caskets, having turned out of his shop nearly four
hundred burial cases, before he could receive his
supplies from other markets. Many a time he
worked all night to fill his orders, especially during the times of epidemics and at one time worked
five nights and five days without lying down on a
bed. He possessed an iron constitution but his
long-continued labors had a sensible effect u 1)on
his health. He is now taking life more easily, the
business being mostly conrlneted by his son Frank.
Mr. Zeiner was the pioneer in this business in
Greene County, having established the first furniture shop in Jamestown and since then bas had
very little competition. He has always turned out
first-class work and is noted fat· his honesty and reliability. He is the oldest undertaker in th.e county
and keeps a fuil stock of everything required in
this line. Considering the fact that he came to
this section without means and $300 in debt, he
certainly deserves great credit for the position
which he now occupies. He has canceled his indebtedness and acquired a handsome property.
Prior to his removal to Jamestown Mr. Zeiner
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was fat: two years a resicleut of Cedarville, to which
he removed from Lewistown, Pa. He learned his
tmde tbcre nuder Anthony Felix, an nntlertaker
and cabinet. maker with whom he served an apprenticeship of three years. Besitlcs his board and clo.tbing, be received the first year $ !5, the second year
$20 and the t!Jird year $25. He consequently bad
nothing saved and it took bard labor and close
manag<·IJlent in order to g-ain a foothold after commencing in business for himself. He became a
skilled workman, how!'ver, and was not afraid to
exbihit the product of his handiwork any where in
the State.
The subject of this notice was born on the other
sifle of the Atlantic in the Kingdom of BavAria,
January 7,1827. He is of stanch German ancestry,
as far back as is known, and the son of John G.
Zeiner, Sr., a native Of Saxe Coburg, who in early
life fc,llowed the profession of a musician , and later,
for a time, was engaged as a shoemaker, but finally
turned his attention to farming. He manied l\Iiss.
l\Iaria Fink, likewise a native of Bavaria and of
German parentage. After the birth of three child rcn they set out in the spring of 184.0 for America, taking passage at the port of Bremen on the
three mastecl sailer, "Sophia," which aft.er a tedious
and dangerous voyage of two months during .
whielt they encountered frightful storms , landed
them in the city of Baltimore, thence proceeded to
McAlisterville, Pa. Later tl!ey removed to Lewistown in tl!e vicinity of wbicll they settled and
where the father and daughter Margaret died. The
former was seventy-tllree years old. The daughter
had been married and dieil at the age of thirty
years. The wife and mother continued to reside in
Lewistown and died in 1883, at the act vanced age
of eighty-four years. She came <1f a good family
an<l was the daughter of an officer in the German
Government. Both she and her . husband were
consistent members of the Lntber::m Church.
The subject of this notice was married near
Lewistown, Pa., February 24, 1853, to Miss Mary
Bcwer. This lady was horn near that place, in 1832, ·
and was a daughter of George and Sarah (Sarcs)
Bower who were natives of Pennsylvania anrl of
Holland-Dutch stock. The parents died in middle
life and when their daughter Mary was a small
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child. She was then t.<tken into the home of her
uncle, Irat>ares, who is still living in Pennsylvania
nnd is now quite aged.
1\lrs. Zeiner wns treated like an own child, being
well reared by her uncle, and given a good education . Of bet· union with our subject there have been
born six children, the eldest of whom, James 0.,
diet! at the age of twenty-three y~ars; he was a
promising young man, a blacksmith by trade and
one in whom llis parents took especial prine. In
their sore b 'reavement they were tenderet1 the sympat!Jy of the entire community. The surviving
children are recorded as follows: Frank married
Mrs. Anna J. Hickson of Jamestown; they live on
Xenia Street and Fmnk has the manngement of his
father's business in town; Mnrgaret is the wife of
C. L . Cmin, a saddler by trade and they live in
Cedarville; William married Miss Rosa Harness
am\ they reside on Xenia Stt·eet, Jamestown; this
son is a carriage-maker by trade. Flora is the wife
of C. M. Ridgewa.v, Jr., and they live at Yellow
l:iprings where he is occupied as a druggist; Albert
is unmarried and remains with his parents, assistinghis fnther in the store.
1\Ir. Zeinet·, politically, is an uncompromising
Democrat. He belongs to the Masonic fraternity,
holding membership in Blue Lodge, No. 352 which
he joined at the time of its orgnnization.

W

ILLIA~f

J. RAMSEY. The farmers of
Clark County ure generally men of intelligence, goorl character nnd entet·prise, who
manifest their zeal not only in furthering their
worldly prosperity but in advancing every worthy
cause. They are desirous of bestowing upon their
descendants bettet· opportunities than t!Jey themselves enjoyed and encourage to the utmost the
nspit·atiou of the young toward all that is elevating
and progressive. Of this class is the subject of
tl.tis sketch, who is numbered among the citizens of
Madison Township.
The natal day of our subject was Septem her 7,
1842, and his birthplace the City of Brotherly Love.
His p:u·ents were Samuel and Catherine (Elliott)
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Ramsey , who came to Ohio in 1856. Here the
father died .Tune 16,1883; the mother is still living
and is now sixty-six years of age. She is a daughter of George Elliott of Philadelphia, formerly
from Ireland, who married a 1\Iiss Reid. The gentleman of whom we write "received his education
mainly in his native city which he left at the age of
thirteen years. The :fi,rst few years of his life in
this State were devoid of unusual interest, his time
being spent very much as was that of other youths.
After the breaking out of the Civil War he desired
to assist in the preservation of the Union, but was
at first refused on account of an injut·ed arm. He
finally succeeded in his desire, and becoming a
member of the One Hundred and Forty-sixth Infantry went to Fayette County, W.Va., where the
command did garrison duty. After having served
his tHm and won his honornblc discharge be returned to his home and the duti es of civil life.
On December 18, 1866, Mr. Ramsey led to the
hymeneal altar Miss Jennie Murray, who for nenrly
a quarter of a century has shared his joys and sorrows and eve•· shown herself a loving and devoted
wife anrl mother. She is u daughter of George
Murray, one of the old settlers Qf the county. The
young couple settled on the old Murray homest.ead
where she was born. After living there about
thirteen years they removed to their present location about a half mile from the Tillage of South
Charleston. They have six children: Murray E.,
George E., Nellie K., Joseph M., Annie Bernice
LaFarche, and C. Wilbur.
The oldest son is a physician in South Charleston
and now has a fair practice. H e was gruduated
from the High Sc-hool of South Charleston and
atterward took a several years' course nt the Ohio
Umiversity where he studied civil engineering.
He chose the medical profession and after studying
with Dr. M. H. Collins, he entered the Medical
College of Ohio, at Cincinnati, where: after a three
years' comse he was gra.tluated. He had studied
hard to ohtain I.Jis diploma which he did at the age
of twenty-one years, being the youngest graduate
from the institution up to this time. The second
son is also a graduate of the South Charleston
schools, and is at present attending Delaware College. He is now in his Sophomore year ann will
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graduate in '92. Already he is a fine linguist, having a natural aptitude for the study of languages.
.Nellie K. will graduate from the South Charleston
schools this year and if she keeps her health will
also obtain a college education, as she is very ambitious to excel in menta! acquirements. Joseph
is now fifteen years old and with the younger members of the family is attending school.
Mr. Ramsey has been a member of the School
Board for six yea•·s and was President of that body
five years. In politics he is a thorough Republican .
He belongs to Fielding Lodge, No. 192, A. F . &
A. M., of South Charleston, of which he has been
Worshipful Master several times; he is also a member
of Adoniram Chapter at London, this State; and
the Palestine Commandery of Knights Templar at
Springfield.

ON. WILLIAM llALDWIN. Tbis name is
familiar to a large portion of tbe citizens of
Clark•County as belonging to one of its
most prominent and popular men. He has
filled many olfices of trust and responsibility both
here 'lnd elsewhere and has made for himself a fine
rr.cord as a man and a citizen. His home for the
last eight years has been on section 5, Moorefield
Township, where he prosecutes farming to a moderate degree and also has various other interests rlemanding his attention. He is looked upon as. a
representative citizen- one who has been no unimportant factor in promoting the material interests
of his township and county.
A native of Champaign County, this State, 1\fr.
Baldwin was born January 11, 1834, and is a son
of Judge Samuel V. and Catherine (Van llfetre)
Baldwin. The father was a native of Berl<eley, Va.,
whence he came to Ohio with his parents at the age
of ten years. The father secured a tract of land
in Moorefield Township, adjoining that owned by
his son, .where he opened up a good farm, while at.
the same time prosecuting the profession of law.
The Baldwin family became widely and favorably
known in this part of the State. Samuel V. was a
man thoroughly educated and one who kept abreast
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of the times, interesting himself in all that pertained to the welfare and advancement of his
adopted State. The paternal grandfather of our
suhject was Joseph Baldwin, who for many years
conducted a tannery in Girardstown, Va. One of
his brothers luul purchased land in Clark County
which he finally traded for the tannery plant in
Virginia, and then Joseph Baldwin and his family
emigrated to Ohio ancl settled on this land which
has been in the possession of some member of the
family up to the present time. Grandfather Baldwin here spent the remainder of bis days, dying
about 1848 or 1850 in the house occupied by our
subject.
Judge f'iamuel V. Baldwin practiced law the most
of his life and for many years was the Prosecuting
Attorney of Champaign County. When the office
of Probate Judge was created, he was the first man
elected to the discharge of its duties which he fulfilled with great credit to himself up to the time
·of his cleath. He began his law studies under the
instmction of Gen. Israel Hamilton, a noted at- .
torney of Urbana, in whose office he spent two
years. He took great pride in his chosen profes-'
sion, was a close student and an exten~ive reader
and there were few points in common law of which
he had not a thorough understanding. To him and
his estimable wife there was born a family of seven
children only four of whom are living, viz: William, of this sketch; Joseph, a resident of Springfield; Caroline, Mrs. James Anderson , of Urbana,
and Frank, a farmer of Moorefield Township. Samuel Baldwin, when first becoming a voter joined
the· old Whig party and was a warm admirer of
Henry Clay. Upon the abandonment of that party
he cordially endorsed Republican principles of which
he remained a firm supporter. The mother departed this life 1\farcb 31, 1871, the decease of uer
hushand occurl"ing in September, 1861.
Samuel Baldwin, the father of our subject, had
four brothers, namely: William, .Joshua, Frank and
.Jobn. ·william wa; a large land owner and was
very prominent, being one of the very few who had
money at that time; this he often loaned to those
whom be considered reliable, and by so doing. assisted many to procure homes for themselves. He
remained unmarried, and was a commissariat officer
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in Hull's army. Subsequently he founrled the first
\Vestern wholesale dry-goods house in New York
Cily under the firm name of Balrlwin , Di.bley and
\Vorl<; in this enterprise John and Joshua after··
ward became partners. The New York house is
still extant, operated by Frank Work. The other
son, Frank, went to sea early in life and ·was never
heard of nfterwtu·d. Th.e brothers successfully retit·e<l from business, \Villiam and Jolw returning to
Clark County, and Joshua settl in g in Columbus,
Ohio. The only child of tlte latter, a daughter,
married Thomas Rhinard, of New York City. and
removecl there, dying some years ago.
~lr. Bal<lwin, of whom we write, spe nt his childhoorl anc.l. youth on the farm with his parents,
assisting in developing the land anrl becoming familiar with the various pursuits of rural life in the
pioneer times. He pmsued bis early sturlics in the
public schools of Clark and Champaign Counties
and at an early age signified his intention of following in the footsteps of his honored father, and
after clue preparation in the office of Icbabod Corwin , of Urbana, he enterecl the law department of
Cincinnati College, where, after completing his
studies, be successfully passer! a rigid exn ruination
and received a diploma. He commenced the practice of his 'profession in Urbana and followed it
until the outbreak of the Civi l "Var, an<l then upon
the same day that Ft. Sumter was fired upon, he
<letermin.ed to respond to the call for troops to assist in the defense or' the Union, anrl en listing was
at once elected Captain of Company K, iiecoud
Ohio Militia, and went out with the ninety days'
men, <loing duty in nnd nrounrl "Vashington•City
for about four months. They also went into Virginia at the time of the battle of Bull Run and subsequently Capt. Bald win was ill command of the
Post at Camp Upton , which contained large amounts
of army supplies.
At the expiration of his first term of enlistment,
the Captain re-enlisted as a private in Company G,
Sixty-sixth Ohio lnfantry, but was almost immediately appointed Second Lieutenant of the Twcntysixtit Regiment, which he soon .afterward joined in
West Virginia. Late•· under the command of Gen .
Sherman he went with the Atlanta campaign, participating in the famous march to the sea. On the

18th of June, 1864, at Kenesaw Mountain, be was
in tbe l<nee and disnbled. While confined at
the Cincinnati Hospital he was appointed a mem bet·
of the Military Commission which tried the Kent ucky guerrillas for crimes and misdemeanors committe<( against Union soldiers and citizens. He
served with the Commission nearly one year, then
rejoined his regiment with which be remaine<l .
Lat.et· he was appointed tbe First Lieutenant of
Company C, Tllird Regiment, Veteran Reserve
Corps, anrl served for some time after the war bad
ended. Before finally returning home be was o~:
cupied as a clerk in the Paymaster-General's office
at Washington, D. C., but finally resigned this position and returned to his native county where he
sho~

engaged in agrieulturnl pursuits.

Tl1e ·next important event in the life of our sub.
ject was his marriage which occuned April 9, 1869,
with Miss Emily lle>t<l. Mrs. Baldwin was a native
of the same county as her husband and was born
August 28, 1840. Her pm·ents, Joel and Leah
(Weldon) Rea<l were early settlers of Champaign
County in 1818. Mr. Rea<l was a native of Delaware while his estimable wife was born in Pennsylvania. They spent their last years in that county.
Shortly after his marriage Mr. Baldwin removed
to Kansas and settling in Wichita put np the first
dwelling of any importance in that city. He resumed his law practice and sojourned there for a
period of eight years. In 1876 , retuming to
Washington, D. C., he was given a position in the
Wm· Department, and remained there five years
an<l during tbe administration of l'resi<lcnt Hayes,
remaining until after the incomin()' of Presirlent
Garfield . He finally resigned and re~mncd to Ohio.
In Wichita he served us City Attorney five years,
also as Probate Judge of Sedgwiek County one
term and as a member of the Kans;tS Legislature.
In March, 1865, Mr. Baldwin batl been commissioned by President Andrew Johnson as a Brevet-Major and after going to Kansas he served as
a Colonel in the I; tate Militia on the Staff of Gov.
Osborn. While witil the Vet~ran RP-ierve Corps he
was the Commandant of old Ft. Sullivan, at the
mouth of the St. Croix River. Old friends and
old associations, however, proved a strong attraction and he finrls himself nowhere so contented ns
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in his native State. He is now serving his second
tm·m as Justice of the Peace i.n Moorefield Township and is also a member of the Township Board
of Education. It is lmrdly necessary to state that
in politics he is a sound Republican. He has Lecn
for many years identified with the Masouic ft·aternity and wbtle at the Capital wa' a Master Mason
in the C. 1:1. French Lodge.
Four children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.
Baldwin, the eldest of whom, William Jr., makes his
hea<lquartcrs in the city of Springfield; Blanche,
a well-educaterl young lady, occupies herself as a
teacher; Leah and Read arc at home with their
parents. l\lr. Baldwin has seventy acres of land,
where with hi' family he lives comfortably and enjoys the confidence and esteem of those around him.
He is looked upon as a liberal and public-spirite<l
cttizen and one who tenders a uniform support to
the various projects calculated for the good of the
people aro\lncl him.
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GLASS. A long course of persevcring indu st t·y and prudent manageme nt
on the part of the gentleman above named,
has rt·sulted in the accumulation of a competence
which has enahleil him to retire from the toils of
life, and spend his declining years in ease and en.
joyment. For seven years he has been liv.ing on
a small farm in Silver Creek Township, Greene
County, to which he retirPd from the larger estate
upon which he bad spent thirty years of his active
life.
He still owns the farm which was the scene
of his long and successful labors, it being located
in the southern part of the township, and comprising one hundred and sixty acres. His present
home is situated on the Washington and Jamestown Pike, ancl is supplied with every comfort.
Here·, surrounded by children and friends, Mr. and
Mrs. Glass are passing "gently down ibe stream of
time ," their mental faculties unimpaired, and their
O'ood temper unchanged by the flight of years and
~he struggles thr.ough which thoy have passed.
Mr. Glass was born in Campbell County, Va.,
June 3, 1815, and remained in his native State

771

until he had entered his teens. He then came to
Ohio with his parents, wlto located in this county.
Their joumey was made by teams, some four
weeks being consumed in tmvel, during whicl1
tim e they camped by the wayside. The parents
Leing poor and their family a large one, they
made their start on rented land, all who were able
to work assisting in various ways to build up the
family fortune. Our subject, therefore, had no
educational advantages, but being by nttture enilowcd wiih good judgment and a bright mind, he
ranks in the scale vf intelligence with many who
have received good advantages.
In Champaign County lived John and Susannah
(Beaver) Stanley and their family.
They were
natives of Virginia and South Carolina respectively, were married in the South, and bad a family
of four children when they determinerl to make a
home north of Mason and Dixon's line. Early in
the present century they settled on a new farm in
Madison County, Ohio, where on September 15,
1815, a clanghtct· was born that they named Delilah.
Some time afterward the family removed
into Champaign County, near Mechanicsburg,
where the parents spent 'the remainder of their
lives, living to quite an ad•rm10ed age. l\fr. Stanley was " Whig and a Republican, and both be
and his wife belonged to the Methodist Episcopal
Church. They were righteous people in all that
term implies, and under their charge their children
grew to maturity with a clear understanding of
their duties and of t!JC beauty of right living.
Their euti.re family comprised twelve children, the
larger number of whom are yet living.
J\lliss Delilah Stanley having· been wooed and won
by Vincent Glass, became Ius wife and true helpmate, sharing in every way possible in his struggles, as she has in his successes.
She bas borne
him ten children, two of whom are deceased .
These are, Susannah, who died at the birth of her
first child, who has been reared by the grandparents and is called Ida M.; Louisa also left one
child, Louisa Jennie, and this little one likewise
was cared for by the gmndparents.
Of the surviving chililren of Mr. and Mrs. Glass we note the
following: James A. married Lottie Stewart, and
liv es on a farm in Jeffers-on Township, Fajette
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Cpunty; Elias, wl10 married Lavina Ha~field, is
opemting his mother's farm in Silver Creek Township, tbis county; William married Samantba
Creamer, and is farming in this townsbip; Ln.
cindn is the wife of Samuel Tidd, a farmer in Delaware County, Ind.; Emeline is the wife of John
Hargrave, whose home is in Jefferson Township,
this county; Flora is the wife of Daniel Bailey, a
farmer in this townsbip; Rebecca is the wife of
Benjamin Byran, of this township; Charles married Ella Johnson ancl farms in this township.
In Campbell County, Va., William Glass and
Lovina Ross were born , grew to maturity, and began their wedrled life, in a farming community.
Twelve children were born to them, and one had
been removed by death before they came to Ohio,
the youngest member of the family being at tbat
time three years old. The subject of this sketch
is the fourth son and sixth child.
Five ·sons are
yet living, all farmers and residents of the same
township.
For some time after their arrival in
this SLate, life was quite a struggle to the family,
but the father finally secured a home, where be
and bis good wife spent their last days. Mr. Glass
W<IS eighty-three yearS of age when he breathed his
bot, and his widow, who survived some time,
re:whcd the age of eig-hty-four years. Sbe was a
member of the Cbl'istian Church. He was a Whig
and later a Republican, a man of excellent character and well respected. Altlwugh he lived many
years he nevet· had the pleasure of riding on the
cars .

Mr. and Mrs. Glass, of this notice, are members
of the Clnistian Church, and the husband is a
stanch Republican.
They have a host of friends
in the county, where their reputation for honesty
and goodness is unexcelled. The many friends of
J\lt·. Glass will be pleased to notice his portmit
elsewhere in this volume.

.
h

OFTUS W. LINTON . As n member of the
farming community of Jefferson Township,
Greene County, Mr. Linton has been a decide::! success. He resides a short distance from
Bowerville, and makes a specialty of stock-raising,

giving much attention to Poland-China swine. He
settled upon his present farm in March of 1887,
having removed hither from Clinton County. He
was born in Wilmington, that county, March 21,
1864, and is the son of the Hon. Nathan M. Linton,
who is still engaged in the practiCe of law at Wilmington. The father of our subject was also born
in Wilmington, and fairly earned his title of HonorablP. by representing his county in the State ·
Legislature. He was married in Clinton County,
to l\liss Mary A. Linley, who only remained his
companion for about seven years. At her death
four children were left motherless, of wbom Loftus
W., our subject, was then only two and one-half
years old, and is the only survivor.
The paternal grandfather of our subject was
Seth Linton, a native of Union Township, Clinton
County, this State. where he was reared and married, and where he is still living at the age of seventy-four years. His wife, formerly Miss Sarah A.
Moore, likewise a native of Clinton County, was a
daughtet· of one of its pioneer families. She is still
living, und although seventy-one y~ars old, is active and bealthy, and in full possession of all her
faculties. Both she and her husband were reared
in the Qunker faith in which Grandfather Linton
served as an Elder, and the grandmother a prea<'ber.
The father of Seth was Nathan Linton, a native of
Pennsylvania, a descendant of Willi;,m Penn, and
also a Quaker in religion.
Nathan Linton was one of tbe first settlers of
Clinton County, migrating thither about 1800. He
was a man of more than ordinary intelligence, and
for many yeat·s was prominent in local affairs, officiating as County Sul'\'eyor and Land Agent for a
long period. He was likewise interested in agt·icu!Lural pursuits, and was the first man to introduce
fine wool sheep into Ohiu. He likewise established
the first nursery in Clinton County, and from it
many of the first orc!Jards of that region for miles
around, were set ont. He put up the first brick house
in Clinton County, and this still stands firmly on its
foundation as a fitting monument to its builder.
He departed this life in 1860, at the advanced ag-e
of eighty-four years. He was for · many years an
Elder in tbe Quaker Church, and one of the chief
pillars in the church. Many and great have been
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= = == = --- the changes which he was permitted to witn ess !luring the transformation of a wilderness into the
hom~s of a< ivilized and intelligent people.
Nathan Linton was married in Clark County, this
State, to llliss Rachel Smith, a daughter of one of
its earliest families. She died at the old homu in
Union Township about eighteen months aftet· the
decease of her husband , and was eighty odd years
old. The male members of the Linton family have
been members of the Republican party since its
organization. Nathan Linton, the father of our
suloject, was an active politician as were they all,
anil he with his brothers became well-to-do. Both
men and women put their shoulders to the wheel in
building up their homes, and maintained an enviable position in their community. They were the
warm fl'iends of education and progress, and Seth
Linton, like his kinsmen, contributed substantial
aid to the establishment and maintenance of Wilmington College.
The subject of this sketch, after the death of his
mother, was taken into the home of his grandfather,
Seth Linton, with whom he remained until old
enough , and far enough advanced in his studies to
eri ter Wilmington College. On account of failing
health, however, he was obliged to abandon his
studies before being graduated. He then resu med
the farming pursuits to which he bad been reared,
and on the 31st of December, 1885, took unto himself a wife and helpmate, being married at Wilmington, Clinton County , to Miss Cora L. Vanniman. Mrs. Cora Linton was born in Jefferson
Township , Greene County, April ~4, 1867, and is
the daughter of William H. Vanniman. The lattet·, <\ISO a native of Jefferson Township, was horn
in February, 1840. His father was Benjtmin Vanni man, one of the first settlet·s of Jefferson Township , a man who became well-to-do, and who was
prominent among his fellow-citizens. He there
Jived and died, passing away when quite aged.
William H. Vanniman spent his boyho"d ant!
youth in his native county, and when reaching
man's estate, was married to Miss Mary J. Chaney.
This lady spent her childhood and youth at her
birthplace in Greene County, and after marriage
the young people settled in Jefferson Township.
After a few years they removed to Bowersville,
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where Mr. Vanniman died June 26, 1880. His
wife, Mary J ., who was born October 26, 184.5, departed this life at their home in Bowersville, November 24, 1881; both were active members of the
Methodist Protestant Church. Of this church Mr.
Vanniman was an olficer for many years. Politically, he was a sound Republican.
Mrs. Lin ton received careful home trainin g, and
a good education, completi ng her studies in Wilmington College. She lived with her parents until their ·death , and is now the mother of two children , Nathan E. and William Noal. Mr. Linton
in religious matters ad heres to the Quaker faith of
his forefathers. Mrs. Linton is a Methodist.

V

ILLIAM W. LEWIS, who bas been for
many years closely identified with the industria! interests of Springfield, where he
has established a cozy, well-appointed home, bavillg in the pursuits of his calling won o.n in<lependent competence, is a native of Clark County, and
the son of on~ of its earliest pioneers, who bore an
honorable part in developing its agricultnre, and
so aided in laying the basis of its material wealth.
Our subject was bom in Moorefield Township,
January 3, 1823, a son of Briton Lewis, a native
of Shenandoah, Va.
His father, James Lewis,
who is supposed to have been a native of th~t
State, removed from -_ tbere to Kentucky, and there
passed the remainder of his life. The maiden
name of his wife was Mary Scott, and she was also
a Virginian by birth. She spent her last years in
Indian apolis, rounding out a life of ninety-five
years.
The father of our subject was a boy of six
yeat·s when;bis father died, and he then went to
li-re with his maternal grandparents. At the age
of fourteen the plucky, resolute little lad struck
out into the world for himself, aod came to Ohio
in 1802, the year that the enabling act was passed,
by which Ohio took its place in the Union as a
State early in 1803. He was a boy nnd alone in
the world, !Jut was not long in finding employment and frienrls among the pioneer farmers of the
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sparsely settled territory , where tho greater part
of the land was owned by the Government, and
for sale at $1.25 per acre. He labored assiduously,
and when not at work he studiously spent his
evenings and spare time with his books, as his
school ad.:antag6s were limited at)n he was ambitious to iru prove his education. In 181 4, he had
laid by money enough to become independ en t , and
he wisely invested some of it in a tract of timber
land in 1\:Ioorefieltl Township, of which he tbus
became an early seWer.
He built a log cabin,
~'!eared twenty acres of land, and then solei it at an
aclvance, and bought another tract of timber lnucl
on section I 0, of the same township, and four
miles north of the Court-house. He located there
at the time of his mr~rriage, and there his wcdcled
life was passed in the busy labors of the pioneer,
in hewing out ancl cultivating a farm, which und er
his good management was finely improved, a t the
time of his death, in 1840. He was an intelligent,
wid e-awake man, of practical ability, and was uf
mu ch assistance in developing the towmhip, with
whose interests be so early identified him self, an<l
his cleath, when but little past the meridian of life,
was a blow to 'its interests. The mniden name of
the mother of our subject was bally D. \Vard, :m<l
she was born in Greenbrier Co unty, Vn., a daughter
of Col. William anti Elizabeth (Anderson) Ward.
She t·esided on the farm some years after he; husband's death , and then came to Springfield, and
was a beloved inmate of the home of a daughtet·
till she died at the age of seventy-five years. She
was the mother of six children-James, Rebecca,
Mary, Cyrus, William W. and Eliza, of whom
William and Cyrus are t!te only survivors.
William M. Lewis passed the early years of his
li(e on the homestead where he was born in t.he
this, his native cuunty, and amid the influences of
pioneer life grew to a stalwart, noble manhood.
·The present generation can have bnt little realization of what its nncest1·y suffered in preparing
the way for the coming civilization that was to
make this one of the leading comm0nwealths
among the Central W es tern States, but o ur subject can attest to the truthfnlness of tlte vivid
pictures of those times drawn by Rufus King, in
his "History of Ohio," pnhlished in the Common-

weatlh series. In writing of the face of the country , he speaks of the " happy intervening of rivers,
valleys anrl uplands, with a soil nowhere sterile,
but generally rich or fct·tiie, covered ·with forests
or open woodl:mrls, spreading out in many parts
into savannas or natural meadows, formeriy known
as prairies." He alludes to the life of sacrifice,
toil, and uften hardship, which the pioneers were
obliged to lead here in the upbuilding of their
hom es in the prim eval wilds; and tells of the rude
log cabins that sheltered tbern, with clapboard
roof, with or without a door, as it b.tppened, with a
pateh of greased newspaper pasted over the hole
made by the removal of a part of a log to serve as
a window, and often with no floor !Jut the ground,
tue whole structure, perhaps, erected in a day,
on the spot where the tall forest trees, from
which the material was taken, stood in the morning.

He says of the new-corners into the State, "Their
first necessity was to girdle the trees and grub a
few acres for n com crop and truck patch , sutlicicnt for a season." After telling of the variety
of game that furni shed forth the pioneer's table,
be speaks of the value of Indian corn as a food,
and speal<s of the delicious hoc-cake, aslt-cake,
johnny-cake, etc. , which the thrifty housewives
made of it, and fnrther says, "This crop, convertable abo into b:tcon, pork and whiskey, soon became the staple of the country."
He says that
there was .no bread nor salt in those days, excepting that a small and precions supply of the latter
was fumisl!ed by the scanty salt springs. But the
pioneer life had its compensations, it was not all
one dismal round of toil.
The early settlers had
their pastimes ancl festivities , snclt as the militia
musters, the sugar camp, the bear hunts, shooting
matches, the quarter race, boose raisings, quilting bees, etc. And their life had its amenities, in
that by common experience of hardship and toil
they were bound more closely together than othet·wise would have bappenecl, and by their struggles
with the forces of nature they were taught selfreliance, and were better fitted for the responsibilities of after life.
To return to our subject; he received his eclucation in tbe primitive log schoolhouse of the

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

777

===================

times, with its rude furniture, :tnd ns soon as large
enough assisted his father on the farm, and remained an inmate of the parental household till his
twenty-fifth year. He then came to Springfield,
and the ensuing two years carried on the grocery
business, an<l then worke<l at house-painting, and
later engaged in painting machinery fot· the Ruckeye shops, and was employed there twenty-five
years, having the work und er contract, he being a
a superior artisan in his line.
In time, by ju<licious management of his money, he placed himself among the substantial citizens of Springfield.
In 1866 be bought a lot, finely loc,ted on Chestnut Avenue, and in 1873 built his present commodious and well. furnished residence.
June 27, 1844, Mr. Lewis was married to Miss
Sarah J. White, a native of Sonth Wales, and a
daughter of John and Annie (Jones) White, natives re.~pectively of England and Wales. Ten
children wet·e born to our subject of this marriage,
of whom the following eight. are living: Gertrude,
wife of Hiram L. Hull; Mary, Florence, Elizabeth,
William, Leon, Charles B. and Eal'i M.
Albert
and. Sarah J. are deceased.
Aug ust 26, 1888, death crossed the thresehold
of the home of our subject, and when be went
forth again the faithful wife and kind mother accompanied him into the great unknown, leaving a
desolate family to mourn her loss.
"Her work is aompassed and done,
All things are seemly and ready,
And her summer is just begun.
But we c"nnot think of her idle;
She must be a home-maker still,
And somewhere, yet, in the hilltops
Of the country that hath no pain
She will watch in her beautiful doorway.
To greet her loved ones again."
A. D. T. WHITNEY.

OSHU A T. RIDGELY. The gentleman whose
name appears at the head of this sk~tch, and
whose portrait is presented on the opposite
page, is well-known in Springfield, where be
has Jived for more than thirty-five years, and
where be bas been engaged in business for almost

J

that length of that time. His trade is that of a
house paintet·, and his reputation in this line of
business is second to none in the city. He exhibits
taste in the selection and combination of colors and
tints, and the building <lecorated by him is a thing
of beauty, nne! an omament to _the locality in which
it sronds. The personal ch,.racter of Mr. Ridgely
is an honoraiJle one, and few professional menwho are generally eonsi<lered more intellectual than
those who follow trades-are better read than he .
He is an ardent lover of good Jiteratnre, m1d many
fine volumes may be foun<l in his cozy home. In
fact, his library is both large and well selected, one
of its most remarkable features being the numbers
of ricwper's Weekly for thirty-five years, all well
bound . From these alone a store of information
could be gleaned sufficient to give a man a libct·al
education in the progress of humanity.
Near Traptown, Mel. , on the Harper's FetTy
Road, Joshua Ridgely, the father of out· subject,
opened his eyes to the ligbt. I~e adopted the profession of school teaching, which he followed for a
number of years. During the ·war of 1812 he
ser ved his country, for which action his widow
drew a pension during the last years of her life.
lie died at l\'lidclletown in 1864. His wife bore the
maiclen name of Margaret Holter. She also was
bom in Marylan•l, and was the daughter of a Revolutionary so ldier. Her <Ieath took place March
4, 1877, at the old home where ber husband
breathed his last some years before.
The subject of this sketch was born January 3,
1831, near Middletown , Frederick County, Mel.,
where his boyhood and youth were spent in the
usual manner of boys in those clays. At the age
of nineteen years he went to live with his brotherin-law, and le~u·ned his trade, at which he served
three years. In I 853 be came to Springfield, where
for two years he did journey work with his brotherin-l aw. He then engaged in business for himself,
and both ns wol'l<m an and contractor gained steadily in r~putation.
The marriage of Mr. Rid gely and Miss Elizabeth
Geisinger was celebrated at the bride's home, January 3, 1854, she being a native of the same town
as her husband, and their acquaintance having begun in tbildhood. They have ff,ur children, named
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respectively : Clara B. , Chad es T ., llintm G. and
Byron. The daughter became the wife of William
H. Holmes. In 1856 Mr. Ringely joinen the
Springfield Ligllt Artillery, and was appointerl Se r.
geant of the company. He is a Democrat, strong
in the faith , ann· ever rend y to deposit his ballot on
election day. He h;s served ns a member of the
Board of Enucation ten years, and his efficiency is
recognizerl by all. His cozy home is unrler th e
oversight of a !any who combines skill as a housekeeper with pleasing social qualiti es, and the virtues which mal<e it the dearest spot on earth for
her loverl ones, as well as an attractive place to
many friends.

How long be lived in that State is not known, but
he removed from it to Mason County, Ky., where
he died in 1801 or 1802.
His Kentucky home
was on Clark's Run, near Bryant Station, nine miles
from Maysville. His wife was Catherine Baird,
who was born in 1741, and was of Welsh descent.
Of this marriage there were born eight cllildrenRebecca, Joseph , Lydia, Jolln, Hannah, James,
Thomas and Silas. In 1802 the widow with he•·
children came to Ohio, and settled in Sugar Creek
Township, this county.
The fourth child in the family above named was
born in Marylnnd, November 25, 1775. He married Sarah Bowen, a native of Chester County,
Pa., wiLh whom he lived happily until about the
year 1814, when she breathed her last in the thirtysixth year of her age. She was the mother of six
children, all of whom are now deceased. In 1802,
~~~ !i:NRY H. HALE. Not only is this gentletile family took up tlleir residence in this county,
/ \\) man a son of a couple who were the most
wherein John Hale had pre-viously purchased
ttl prominent dwellers in the locality of Bell- eighty acres of laati from the United States Govbrook, Greene County, but he has for quite
ernment.
He cleared up the lanrl and started a
a number of years taken the leading place in mattannet·y , the first in the township, living there unters of law and politics in that thriving village, · til 1838, when he removed to Indiana. He sold
wielding a powerful influence throughout the comhis estate· to William Husten, who disposed of it to
munity, and also doing much for the go.o d of the
Davin John, from whom the father of our sut.ject,
people in the line of religious and moral" work.
and son of the original proprietor, afterward
He possesses the genial nature that wins friends
bought it.
The secor.d marriage of John Hale
ev~rywhcre , and is very popular wherever he is
took place iu tlds county, June 29, 1815 , his bride
known.
His paternal family are among those
being Sarah Lewis, and the ceremony heing perwhose names and deens are a matter of historical
formed by John Clark, Justice of the Peace. The
moment in this locality, in which they began their
union resulted in the birth of ten ,.bildren : Harresidence in 1802, and wherein they have borne an
mon , now ileceascd; Rhoda; Nancy, Lewis, and
important part in developing the natural resources
Rachacl , all of whom are deceased; John, Riley,
of the country, and in advancing the civilization
Sarah, David , deceased; and Martha. The death
and elevation of the inhabitants.
of the fatber took place in Kosciusko County,
The great-gt·audfather of our subject was ,James
Jnd., September 25 , 1845, at the age of sixty-nine
Ilnle, who was born in England, A. D., 1737. He
y ears and ten months.
wAs a follower of George Fox, ann when he came
While living in this county, John Hale was a
to America, tradition says, that be supposed that
member of· Capt. Ammi Ma ltbie's Company of
he wa' living on William Penn's land, but when
Ohio Militia. He was first called into service
tbe 1\Iason and Dixon line was establisherl in 1763
upon receipt of the news that Gen. Hull han sm:to 1767, he founn that he was on that belonging
renderecl Detroit, in August, 1812, when the comto Lord Baltimore, in what is no ..- Baltimore
pany was ordered to report at Xenia with a gun,
County, l\In . He therefore crossed Lhe line, taktomahawk and knapsack.
After being out three
ing up his abode near Tushey's Mountain, on the
months Mr. Hale returned to his home, and ere
Juniata River, in what is now Blair County, Pa.
long was again called out, but on this occasion
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hired as a substitute Jacob 1\Iartin, pnyiug him a
rifle, tomahawk, a pair of shoes, knife, a knapsack
and $1.50 in money. The substitute wns out but
three days. On the third call of the militia, Mr.
Hale hired as a substitute Jacob Fallis, and
whether he. took part in any battles is not known.
When John Hale came to this county he' wus
accompanied by his wife and two sone, James and
Bowen. The following year, on August 26, 1803,
his third son, Silas, was born on the farm which
comprised the west half of the southeast quarter
of section 3, township 2, rnngc 6. He learned
cabmet making and unde1·taking, at Wilmington,
beginning his apprenticeship in 1820 and ·serving
.tl.Jree )'Cars. He then came to Bellbrook, and began business for himself, continning it until 1833,
wl.Jen with his father he opened a dry· goods and
grocery store in a building that is still standing,
and in wllich the business was cnnied on for fifty~ix years.
In 1839 he was elected Township
Treasurer, a position which he resigned after fortythree years service that was continuous except one
year. In 1855 he was appointed Postmsnter, a
position which he held for thirty-one years and
two months. In 1854 he was elected Justice of
Peace, serving in that capacity two terms. He
was a member of the Masonic Order and of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. His religious
belief coincided with that expressed by the Protestant Methodist Church, with which be united
"in 1840, and in which he bad held the official position• of Steward and Trustee. After a long life of
usefulness and well doing, he breathed his last
June 20, 1889, his mortal remains being deposited
iu the Bellbrook cemetery.
The wife of Silas Hale, with whom he w~ uniterl
in marriage July 20, 1830, and with whom be lived
fifty-nine years, bore ti.Je maiden name of 1\liriam
Oprlyke. She is the sixth of the ten children born
to Henry and Catherine (Cummings) Opdyke, who
were natives of New Jersey. The other memhers
of the family circle were christened Electa, Mary
Ann, Peninah, Clarissa, Martha, George, -Louisa,
Emily Jane and Oliver Perry. The Opdykes came
to America from Holland, making their settlement
in New Jersey, where the father of :Mrs. Hale was
born, November 16, 1774.
He died i!l Sugar
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Creek Township, this county, January 23, 1825,
his neath resu lting from an accident.
He was
digging a well on his farm , bad just completerl it
and was in the bottom, when he sent up in the
bucket a mattock, wldch caught in t he side of the
well, and falling, struck and killed him. The
brick house now ownerl by Fred 1\fulthup, just
north ovest of tl.Je village of Bell brook, was built by
him.
His wife brenthe<l her last November 1,
1864.
Mrs. Silas Hale opened her eyes to t£1e
light February 5, 1814, and is now living in' Bellbrook. Although she has reached the ripe age of
seventy-seven years, she enjoys excellent health,
and is still very active. She belongs to the Protestant Methodi~t Church .
The fraternal band in which Squire Hale, of this
sketch, is the fourth member, included ten brothers and sisters, of whom we note the following:
Dorinda, the widow of Dr. J. R. Brelsford, and the
mother of three children, lives in Florida; John
C. is living in Adams ·County, Ind. , and he bas one
child; Francis G ., whose home is in Dayton, this
State, has one child; llfary Jane is the wife of
James Hartsook. and the mother of four children,
her home being in Cresur Creek Township, this
county; Bowen enlisted in Company D, Seventyfourth Ohio Infantry, and died from typhoicl
fever, at Camp Chase, Apl'il 22, 1862, and was
unmarried; Angeline died, in 1848, at the age of
three years; James R, the editor of the Spring
Valley Blade, is married and hss one child; :Melancthon died unmarried at the age of twenty-two
years, the date of his decease being October 12,
l872; Silas ,O pdyke, whose home is in Bellbrook,
is married and has one child.
In a log bouse, in the village of Bellbrook, at
3 :30 A. M., on Novembe1· 13, 1836, the eyes of
Squire Hale openecl to the light.
He received a
common-school education, and spent bis youth in
the village performing services in his father's store
and the post-office.
In April, 1861, he took up
arms in defense of the Union, being enrolled in
Company H. Second Kentucky lnfnntry, under
Capt. James K Stacy, ti.Jis enlistment being unrler
the ca ll for three months' men. He was at Camp
Clay, near Cincinnati, for three weeks and then
discharged. On August 12, 1862, h'e again en-
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listed, uecoming a member of Comp~ny F, Tl.lirtyfourth Ohio Infantry, under Capt. S. R. S. West.
The command to which he belonged spent the
most of their time in the service in the Big Kanawha Valley, W. Va. and Mr. Hale took part in a
raid on Wythville, during \vhich he rode three
hundred miles in five days.
On April 12, 1864,
he received a slight wound on the side of his neck,
his only injury during his army life.
Sickness
compeller\ his removal to the hospital at Gallipolis, where be spent some fifteen months.
He
was discharged June 12, 1865, and returning to
his home spent a month amid the scenes of his
earlier life.
The family in which Squire Hale had found the
lady whom he desirecT to make his wife, having
removed to Missouri from this section, in 1864, he
macle a joumey to that State, where be was married, for some time afterward making his home at
Savannah.
He occupied himself in clerking, in
pedagogical labors and in farm work until illness
determined him to return to Bellbrook, which he
dirl in April, 1867. The following March he beeame a partner with his father, with whom he continued in mercantile business until ,June, 1889,
the connection being di~solved by the death of
the father.
The marriage rites between Squire Hale and
Sarah Conner were celebrated July 2:i, 1865. The.
b.-ide was born in Bellbrook, July 8, 1840, and received a common-school education in this place,
anrl the !Jest of home training from her estimable
pa:ents.
Her fathe•-, John Conner, was born in
Delaware, October 6, 1809, and died at Rochester,
1\lo., October 16, 1879.
Tbe family to which he
hr:longed is numbered among the early settlers in
the Buckeye State, as is that of the Austins, into
which he married.
Susan Austin, who became
his wife, was born :May 20, 1818, be~· people being
members or the Society of Friends, and formerly
residents in New Jersey.
Her death took place
in ~llssouri, May 13, 1879.
She was the mother
of four children: Thomas, who died in 1862; Vincent, who is living in Dayton, is marrier\ and has
two cbild•·en; Mrs. Hale; and John, who lives in
Missouri.
To Mr. and Mrs. Hale six children have been

born: Jesse G. opened his eyes to the light in
Andrew County, Mo., May 18, 1866; James C.
was born May 4, 1869, at Bellbrook; John S., who
was born September 12, 1871, is now living at
Lebanon; Susan Miriam, born July 7, 1874, died
August 20, 1875; Katie Clyde was born November 16, 1876; Editb was born August 30, 1883,
and died September 24, following.
Mr. and Mrs. Hale and their children belong tc
the Protestant Methodist Church, in which M1
Hnle is a Class-Leader, while he also holds th,
office of i:iuperintendent of ·the Sunday-school anci
is a teacher. He has been a member of the i:ions
of Temperance. In 1868 he was elected CorporaLion Clerk, serving in that capacity ten years.
The next year he was elected Township Clerk, and
held that office twelve years. A year after his election to that position he was the successful candidate for Justice of the Peace, in which position he
is now serving his seventh term. In 1888 he was
electecl Township Trustee, and still holds that
office, and he bas also been a member of the Village Council for many years. He has always been
a Republican, and no man in this section of country has done m01·e to ad vance the interests of the
parl.y than be. He wns a delegate to the Slate Convention which nominated Charles Foster, whose first
l<,rm ns Governor resulted from that nomination .
One of the most noticah!e adornments of the home
of 1\lr. Hale is a very fine geological cabinet, which
proves of great interest to those who find "sermons in stones." It is needless for us to multiply
words in regard to the position or the family in
the community and the esteem in wbich the}' are
held.

e

APT. JOHN H. JACOBY, proprietor of the
Valley lllills, an institution familiar to all
the residents of Xenia Township, is one of
the solid men of Greene County, and a universal
favorite, both in social and business circles. In
faet he is a born gentleman in the broadest sense
of the term, and this comprises all the qualities
which can reasonably be required in the makeup of
one man. Of st•meh Pennsylvania stock, he was
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born on the 31st of December, 1814, in Northumberland County, that State, and is a representative
of one of its finest old families .
Henry Jacoby, the father of our subject, came
with his family to this county in 1815 , nnd seLtled in
Oldtown, where he wns employed by his father, the
grandfather of our subject, John Jncoby by name,
for about two years. He then removed to Massies
Creek, whe•·e he built a small cornmill and distillery, which he operaterl successfully for about ten
or twelve years. He next turned his attention to
f,n·ming, and in 1844 built the mills now operated
by his son, John H. In the meantime the latter
ha•l developed into manhood, and became familiar
with both the arts of milling and farming. Father
Jacoby rested f.-o!ll his eart!J!y labors in the latter
p!lrt of December, 1859, passing peacefully away
at the old farm. His wife bore the maiden name
of Rebecca Corry. Sl1e also di~d at the old homestead ahout 1867. Their family consisted of seven
cldldren, two of whom are living.
The subject of this notice was the second chi!<!
of his parents, and has spent his entire life in the
tuwnship of bis birth. From the time of reaching
manhood nnW the rleatb of his father, he was asso•:inte•i with the latter in business, and availed him. self of the judgment of that disinterested f.-iend in
his business operations, ancl it-is pwbable that this
contributed largely to his success. Since the death
of the elder Jacoby, John H. has carried on the
mills and farm, the former of which have a capacity of seventy-five barrels per day. They are equipped with modern ~acbinery, including the roller
process, and have become an institution quite indisJ'lensable to the people of t!Jis part of the county.
The Captain is quite ;,;dependent, financially, having besjdes his mill property four hundred acres of
land in this county. His parents were both members of the Presbytedan Church, and John H. since
a young man, has faithfully followed in their footsteps, giving also his adherence and support to this
religious denomination. He commenced attending
religious services at a very ea.r!y age, being first
carried to the old church in ·the town of Clifton on
a pillow by his mother.
The Captain earned hi!!t title by assuming the
command of a company of Light Horse Volunteers
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which bad its existence prior to the late war. He
has always taken an active part in political affoirs,
and is promin ent in the rnnks of the Republican
party in this county. If he hns failed in any respect
in the performance of all the duties of a good citizen, it is that be still remains a bachelor.

P. CHEW, editor and publisher of t!Je Gazette and Torchlight, Xenia. The rapid
ttdvancement which civilization has made
•lu.-ing the present century, is largely to be
attributed to the press. As a disseminator of news
the printing press is indispensable, as an educator
its iflfluence is immeasurable. There is no region
in the United States where the newspaper does not
enter, either fresh from the press or yellow with
age. T!Je old problem, "Is the pen mightier than
the sword?" bas been solved long since by practical experience. If Archimides could have placed
his famous . lever .upon a printing press, he would
have come nearer moving tl.Je worlrl than if he had
secUl·ed what he wished , a base outside of it from
which to operate. Greene County is notably a
co•mty of newspapers, ·while the editorial staff is
represented by pleasant, forcible, and pointed
writers, who a•lvocate tbci•· various political views
and principles with much ability and success.
Among the various newspapers which mold the
public opinion of the citizens of Greene County,
very prominent mention belongs to the Gazette and
7'm·chlight, and among the successful editors and
capable business men who compose the editorial
st&ff, one of the most noticeable is J. P. Chew, wbo
is so ably conducting the above-mentioned paper.
Two papers were consolidated to form what is now
tho daily and semi-weekly Gazette and Tm·chlight,
and as "in union there is strength," so hy joining
these prominent newspapers, an added stimulus was
given the political and social circles. as represented
by one of the most influential papers of the community.
On September 111, 1838, the Torchlight was established, and the funds necessary to found and
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conduct it were subscribed by sixty. nine citizens.
From its first issue until its consolidation with tue
Gazette, August 7, 1888, a period of fifty years, it
wns an influential fo!"ce in first the Whig and afterward the Republican party. Many able men at
tlifferent times were in control of it, among whom
were W. B. Fairchild, Robert McBratney, E. S.
Nichols, W. T. Bascom, Perry Hawes, J. l\L Milburn, Coates Kinney and J. D. Stine.
The Xenia Gazette was established, August 15,
1868, by J . F. Patton, Thomas Tiffany and Warren Anderson. Subsequen tly Mt·. Tiffany died, and
Mr. Anderson sold his interest to Col R. P. Findley. On Nov ember 1, 1877, the office was purchased by J. P. Chew, and has since been conclucted by him in connection with his son,
W. B. Chew, and his son-in-law, J. 0. McCormick. In tllc year 1880 Mr. Chew changed
the weekly Gazette to a semi-weeldy paper. In
addition thereto, on November 21 , 1881, ue established the claily Gazette.
On tile 7tll of August, 1888, Mr. Chew purcllased
the To1'chlight, and consolidated the two papers
under the title of Gazette and Torchlight. It now
has the com biued circulation two of Xenia's oldest
newspaper, which carries it into four thousand
homes, and having a very c~pletc office outfit it
enjoys remarkable prosperity. · When, in 1888, it
removed to its present quarters on Green Street,
two moms were sufficient to accommodate its bnsines< and one of them formerly known as Firemen's
Hall, afterward as the Y. l\1. C. A. Hall. Now it
occupies sevun rooms, and the business has increasd many fold under the present management.
In connection with this sketch appears a portrait
of Mr. Chew, who stands in the front ranks of the
journalistic forces of Greene County.

ARWIN PEIRCE. This worthy descendant
of a good ancestral line, occupies a portion
of the old Peirce estate in Clark County,
wuich, during the life of his grandfather rP.achecl
the extent of two thousand acres. Jonathan Peirce
came to this section from Chester County, Pa., in

D

1832, firH spending a year in Warren County,
ancl then becoming a resident of Clark County.
For several years be operated rented land, but
eventually acquired the splendid estate before mentioned, the land being all in one body. lie had
been a large farmer in the Keystone State, but be·
coming involved, not only lost his property, but
was left several thousand dollars in debt. After
getting started here, he returned to the East and
bought up his notes, settling all his indebtedness
dollar for dollar. He made quite a fortune in the
Peirce hay rake, in which he was interested. After
his death , three day£ were required tv sell the stock
that was on his farm. He passed away in 1852, at
tl!e age of sixty-five years, leaving two children,
among whom and th~ir heirs his estate was divided.
The wife of Grandfather Peirce was Hannah ,
daughter of Abram Darlington, of Chester County,
Pu. The Darlington family was a large, wealthy,
and :tristocratic one. When Mr. Peirce met with the
financial reverses before mentioned, he woul<l not
remain in the section where his wife's people resided, but preferred to retrieve his fortune in a dif.ferent locality-which he did. Both the Darlington and Peirce families were of English stock, and
Qual<er faith. They had to leave England on
account of their religion, tbe Quakers at that .
Lime being persecuted in England. Jonathan and
Hannah Peirce were the parents of five children:
William died in 1864, leaving a son and two daughters; Darwin died unmanied shortly after the fam ily came to Ouio; St1san D. became the wife of a
Mr. Jennings, but died without children, prior to
the death of her father; Edwin died in 1846, leaving three children: Jacob, who now lives in Den··
ver, Colo., had seven children, fom of whom are
yet living.
Edwin Peirce, tue father of our subject, married
Miss Frances Williams, who was born in Ireland
and accompanied be1· parents to America when sh~
was but an infant. Her father, William Williams,
located in Maryland, and died there, the other members of the family afLerward coming to Springfield,
Ohio. After his marriage, Edwin Peirce remained
with his father, his wife having charge of the bouse.
Aftet· her husband's . death, llfrs. Frances Peirce
continued to keep house for her father-in-law until
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his death in 1852. Edwin Peirce, although ph)'siappreciation of his wife's clmracter than he had as
n lover. The associations and duties of manied
cally a cripple. was mentally vigorous, and possessed a character which won I'espect. His family
life have brought out her good qualities in brighter
relief, as they h"ve strengthener! and developed bis
consisted of our subject; Hannah M., priucipal uf
the High Sehool in D~laware, this State; Lama,
own character. They h~ve two child1·en, .John and
who married Seymour Harl'olcl, and lives in DelaThomas, who will be gmduated from the High
ware, Ohio, their family comprising three cbildrel>. School at South Cbar!eston, at the conclusion of
Mr. Hnrrold now owns one thousand acres of land
the present school year.
1\Ir. Peirce operates two hundred and seventy
near the home of onr subject.
nc1·es of the old homestead, one-third of this acreThe subject of this biographical notice, was born
July 5, 1841, and at the age of nineteen years took ' age belonging to his sister Hannah. He carries on
general fat·mtng so successfully, as to supply his
charge of the farm where he now lives. As the
home with every comfort and enable him to lay
estate had become seriously involved through bad
management, he had to work hard to save the land.
aside something on which to depend in declining
His mother and two sisters were living with him,
years. He is Colonel of the Clark County Regiand not long after the war broke out, he left them
ment, of the Grand Army Post, and by his title is
quite popularly known. l-Ie is now a member of
to tal<e care of the farm, and gave himself to his
country. His name was llttached to the muster roU the Soldiers' Relief Commission of the county. In
palitical affairs he takes an active part, working for
of Company C, One Hundred and Tenth Ohio Inthe Republican party, by whom his name was promfnntry, his term of service dating from August 5,
18fi2. He joined the army of the Potomac, and
inently mentioned at the spring caucus iu 1890, as
took part in various heavy engagemente. At Wina candidate for Sheriff.
e!Jester the regiment was sunounded, aud half of
its members were lost in cutting their way out. At
the terrible battle of the Wilderness, Mr. Peirce
bore bis share of hard fighting, as he afterward did
at Cedar Creek, to which Sheridan came "from
11\lON H. WOLF. The agriculturists of
"\Vincbester twenty miles away," making the ride
Bath Township, Greene County, have an
excellent representative in the gentleman
which have been so glowingly described by our artist-poet, T. B. Read. Mr. Peirce took part in all
above named, who occupies a valuable esthe battles of Richmond and Petersburg, being with
tate on section 18. It comprises one hundred and
thirty-eightand a half acres of valley land, watered
his regiment in all its engagements, sml although
wounded three times, never consenting to go to the
by Beaver Creek, all being rich and tillable, and
hospital. He was shot in the left side with a minie
excellently adapted for the cultivation of grain and
hay, to which it is mainly devoted. l\Ir. Wolf also
ball, and also in the left leg, while his right leg was
injured by a fragment of a shell. After a meritoraises graded cattle and high grade Norman horses,
using two teams to operate the farm. The imrious service, he was mustered out in Jnly, 1865,
and returned to the Buckeye State to resume the
provements on the estate are such as are common
peaceful occupation of farming.
throughout the older agl'ieu!tnral <listricts, where
With the help of his sisters, our subject soon
farming has been carried on for years, and entercleared the old place of debt, and on October 3,
prise exhibited by the tillers of the soil.
The family of which our subject is a member is
1871, hnd his affairs on so firm a footing, that he
felt justified in taking to himself a wife. He was
numbered among the earliest settlers in the county,
therefore married to Miss Mary E., daughter of his grandfatb&r, John Wolf, having come hithe1· in
Mathew M,.ttinson, of South Charleston. The years
1807. A native of Lancaster County, Pa., and a
which have passed have brought Mr. Peirce prospertailor by trade, be bad followed that business in
ity and happiness, anrl have taught him a higher
his native State for a number of years ere coming
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to Ohio and buying land. He afterward brought
his family on in a w11gon, and while his sons attended to the farm ncar Byron, he continued to
work at his trude. He became the owner of n large
tract of land, and was able t.o start his children in
life. He was a member of the Reformed Churcll.
Simon ·wolf,the father of vur subject., was born in
Lancaster County, Pa., in 1805, and was b•·ought
to Ohio when about eighteen months old. Being
reared in Bath Township, he hnd the aclvantages of
hut menger school privileges,but"did the best possible in his sul'l"onnclings to ac:quire information. He
followed agriculture, locating after he bnd reached
man·s estate ou a farm given him by his father,
and becoming more than ordinl\rily successful. He
became the owner of about six huncll·cd acres of
land, in four farm o, and still owns nbout four hunolrcd ncres. In 1839 he bought property on the
Dayton Pike, one mile west of Byron, :mel locnting
upon it, be improved and operated it until 186 1,
when he rented it and reti •·ed. In ndrlition to his
farming he hnd operated a sawmill some. In his
early days he and his brothers carried on a !lourmill nnd still-house, nod l•auled theil· products to
Cincinnati, with four horse teams, taking eight barrels of whiskey or twelve barrels or flour to a load,
n.nd consuming seven or eight days on the trip.
Simon Wolf is now living with his son, Ilicks, in
Bath Township, of whieh he is the oldest settler
now living. Politically, he is a sLanch Republican,
nnd his religious adherence is g iven to the German
Reformed Church.
The mother of our subject, and wife of Simon
·wolf, above-mentioned, wns born in Frederick
County, Mel., and bore the maiden name of Christina Kershner. Her father, Daniel Kershner, was
a native of Maryland, and a blacksmith by trade.
He was one of the early settlers on Massey Cr~oek,
Xenia Township, tbis county, where he worked at
his trade, subsequently buying a farm in Bath
Township, near Byron, where he died. llfrs. Wolf
departed this life in 1876, and 'll·as the mother of
four children: Martin K., who lives in Gentry
County, Mo. ; Elizabeth, Mrs. Dr. !'arsons, who
died in Greene County, Ohio; D.Hiclts and Simon
H. Martin K. and D. Hicks were in the one hundred days' service during the late war, as members

of the One Hundred and Fifty. first Ohio Infantry.
The gentleman with whose name this sketch is
introduced, was born April 15, 1841, in the township in which he now resides, received such education ns could be obtained in the common schools,
and being reared on the farm was early put to
work. He remained under the parental roof until
he had passed his twentieth birthday, when he entered the Union army, being mustered in at Yellow
Spring, as n member of the Fifth Ohio Cavalry,
Company C, in October, 1861. The regiment remained at Camp Dennison six months, learning
militn•·y tactics and cavalry evol utions, after which
they were sent South in time to take part in the battle
of Sloiloh,April 6, 1862. They fought all clay Sunday and ll!onclny on that bloooiy field, following
which, came skirmishes and cavah-y dashes through
lllississippi and Georgia. Young Wolf served tbree
years nnrl two months, nod in December, 1864, was
mustered out at 1\farietta, GR., by reason of the
expiration of hi s term of enlistment. He was sent
to Columhus, Ohio, where he was honorably discharged, having to the best of his ability serveol
his conntry in her time of need.
Returning to his llome, Mr. Wolf began farming
for bimself ou the place be still occn pies, and which
falls to him upon his father's death. He has carried on a successful agricultu"i·itl career, Rnd has
also won the esteem of his fellow-citizens for his
upl'ight, Christian character, good citizenship, an<l
kindliness in his relations in life. He is a member
of Steele Post, G_ A. R., at Fairfield, an<l an active
rnem bcr of the Reformed Church at Bymn. In
politics he is a straight Republican. As nil intelligent, moral citizens are, he is interested in the
cause of education and other elevating movements,
ancl gives them his hearty support.
The estimn!Jle woman who has presided over Mr.
Wolf's borne for many years, and with whom he
wns united in marriage December 18, 1866, was
born in Batb Township, and reared and edncnte<l
in the county. She bore the maiden name of Kate
Schauer, and is a daughter of George Schaner, n
native of this county, whose parents came here
George
from Pennsylvania nt an early day,
Schaner wns a farmer until his death, which occurred in 1889. The marriage of our subject and his
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wife was celebrated near Oldtown, Xenia Township, and bas been blessed by the birth of three
children. The two sons, Charles and Clifford, arc
still with their parents; Josephine the second child
and only daughter, is the wife of Walter Fackler,
a farmer in Xenia Township.
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New Hampshire. He located in the town of Madison, and on his fine farm there successfully engaged
in farming and stock-raising till death closed his
mortal career. The mai(len name of his wife was
Dorcas Holmes; she was born neat· Limerick, Me. ,
and died on the home farm in Madison. Her father,
Samuel Holmes, was a native of the same place,
and served under Washington in the same regiment
with the patemal grandparent of our subject,
doiug gnllant work in the ctn1se of freedom. He
spent his last y ears in his native State. Our subject
PHRAII\I NEWTON TIBBWfTti, a pronliwas one of ten children, eight sons and two daugh11
ncnt and well-to-do citizen of Spl"ingfield,
ters, all of whom were reared to maturity, with the
~
I.Jas, by his far-seeing enterpl"ise, shrewd
exception of two sons who died in infancy.
judgment and business tact, been an important facThe son of whom we write passed the early years
tor in promoting the growth of this city, and has
of his life on the paternal homestead, the place of
thus materially advanced i1-s prosperity. Ilc has
his birth. He was a lad of an ambitious, advcnan extensive acquaintance het·e and elsewhere, and
tJJrous spirit, well-eudowed with independence, self.
his name is honored in financial and social circles
reliance and capability, and at the youthful age of
throughout the county. Ilc and llis family are
fourteen years he took the ordering of his life in
people of high Btanding in this commnuity, ancl
his own hands, and boi'l·owing fi vc dollars, stnrted
their cosy, attractive hom e is tlw scat of a generous
out into the wor!cl to begin an independent existanfl abouuding hospitality, often shared by friend
ence, with all his earthly possessions tied in a cotton
or stranger.
handkerchief. He walked to Portland, fifty miles
1\Ir. Tibbetts was born in tbc town of Madbon ,
distant, and then bonrdcd a steamer bound for
Uarroll County, N.H. , April 28, 1818. His father,
Boston, and at sunrise tlJC next mol"lling stood on
Ephraim Tibbetts, was born neat· PorLiand, Me.,
a wlwrf in ti.Jat city, and before night bad secured
and was a son of Samuel Tibbetts, a native of the
a situation with a painter, who took him into his
same locality. The grandfather was a Revolutionfamily !•nd gave him his board nnd sixteen dollars
ary hero, and did faithfnl service under Washington
a month for wages.
during the seven years in which tile Colonists
Om subject was employ~ct tn house paiuting and
fought for independence. He was a skillful millpaper hanging, etc., an<! remained in Boston three
wrig-ht, and was successful in making money, a
years. We next bear of him in Cincinnati, he having
part of which he inYested in lands near Portland.
He finally sold his property tbere at an advanced
trav~led thither by rail to l'ruvidence, thence by
steamer to New York, where a sharper sold him a
price, and moving to New Hampshire located in
that part of Stratford County now included in
ticket to Pittsburg to go by canal and rail. He was
Carroll County, of which he was a pioneer. His
to have his board an~ the contract was kept with
object in going there was to secure more land than
him to furnish his meals as fnr as Columbia, Pa.,
he had in Maine, that he might settle each of his
and from there he was made to pay for his board
sons on a tarm . His land was located in Madison,
during the three weel<s' journey ou a eanal bont to
and be devoted his time to its improvement, and
Pittsburg. In that city he engaged passage on a
resided there until his busy life was brought to a
keel boat, and while they were voyaging down the
close by his death at a ripe old age. His wife,
Ohio, the water became so low that at Wheeling he
whose maiden name was Haines, cUed in Maine.
hart to ass.i st in pulling the boat nlung over the
The father of our subject was t·eared and marshallow places, and from there to the end of the
journey the captain gave him $1 a day and his
ried in his native State, and subsequently accomboard for his services. He lauded in Cincinnati in
panied his father and brothers in their removal to
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Septem her with a few rlollars in his pocket, and
spent his first night in the Gnlt Honse. He soon
founrl temporary employment in the city, but work
being scarce there, be soon had to seek it ~lsmvherc,
and for the ensuing four years though he made his
honte in Cincinnati, be was worldng in various
other places the most of the time.
Mr. Tibbetts then ventured into business on his
own account in Cincinnati, and was prospered in
his undertaking. In 1866 he carne to Springfield
to take up his residence in this city, and bought
seven acres of lnnd, later investing m other realestnte until be had forty seven acres of valuable
land includerl within the city. When he purchased
it there was but one house on the entire tract, and
he utilizerl his land for ngncultural purposes until
iL became wortb. more as building property , the
city having grown in this direction quite rapidly.
With shrewrl and characteristic enterprise he laid
out an addition to the city, and offered such liberal
inducements to home s~ekers that be soon disposed
of the lots at a good a<! vantage. He has since
platted two other additions to the city, extending
from Clifton to Reed Streets and from Pearl to
Taylor Streets, and there are now two hundred and
ten houses in these additions.
1\ir. Tibbetts has been twice marri ed . He was
first wedded in 1843 to 1\Iiss Elizabeth Timberman,
a most estimable lady, a native of New Jersey, born
ncar Philadelphia, and a daughter of C!n·istopber
Timberman. 1\Irs. Tibbetts died in 1853, leaving
a daughter, Addie, now the wife of Joseph Wbeldon. The marriage of our subject to his present
wife was solemnized Angust 28, 1855. Mt·s. Tibbetts maiden name was Abbie Tibbetts, and she was
a native of Brownfield, Me. Her father was also a
native of the· Pine Tree State, anrl was there reared
and married, Miss Hannah Decker, of English
birth and antecedents becoming his wife. Her
father, John Decker, emigrated with his family
fl"Om his native England to this conn try anrl settled
in Standisl!, Me., wl!ere the rest of his life was
passed. Mrs. Tibbett's father learned the trade of a
shoemaker when young, an<l carried it on in the
winter, and during the remainder of the year engaged in farming, and spent his closing years in
Brownfield. Mrs. Tibbett's mother was three years

old when her parents brought her to America, and
the rest of her life was passed in Maine, her death
occurring on the home farm in Brownfield. The
following is recorded of the fi vc children born to
our snbje<.t and his wife: Ida Belle is the wife of
John F. Meals; Cassius C. married Florence Meals;
Carrie May is the wife of Dr. J. P. Dugan; Minnie
W. and Bertha, the ·two youngest children, are at
horne.
Mr. Tihbetts is a genial, whole-souled, high
principled man , whose big kin<lly heart has bound
to him many friends, and be is a general favorite,
exerting a good influence npon all with whom he
comes in contact. His pnblic spirit is well known,
and one who has d<:me so much as be for the upbuilding of the city is justly regarded as its benefactor. He is just and honorable in his business
dealings, always doing the right thing, and has the
entire confidence of his fellow-citizens. \Ve cannot close this bl"ief sketch of the husband without
paying a passing tribnte to the wife who bus bceu
so much to him . She is a trne helpmate, and bas
aided him to make life a success, and, indeed, as
has been sai<l of another, '· fills the perfect measnre
of wife, mother, and friend," and share~ with him
the regard of their neighbors. Both have a broad
outlook on life, and have earnest and liberal rdigious views, which find expression in the Universalist faith, of which they arc fit·m believers. In
politics l\ir. Tibbetts is n stanch Republican. A
portrait of Mr. Tibbetta may be found on another
page.

NDREW l\IcELWAIN. Nearly forty-six
years ago, in the spring of 184 4, a yonng
man started out from his home among the
hills of Cumberland Coul'ty, Pa., intent on
seeking his fortune. He proceeded on foot to
Pittsburg, then took a river steamer for Cincinnati
and from there walkccl to Xenia, entering the
embryo city with a capital of $3 7 in his pocket.
The surroundings and the outlook pleased him, and
he accordingly here took np his permanent abode,
and with the exception of one year be bas since
been a resident thereof. From that modest be-
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ginning he worked his way upward, following his
trade of a carpenter, and is now well·to-do, owning valuable property in and around the city.
Many of the finest residences in Xenia have been
constructed under his supervision, and he has
superintended the erection of a number of its public buildings. His career as a man autl a citizen
has been such as to commend him to the esteem
and confidence. of all with whom he has had dealings.
A native of Mifflin Township, Cumberland
County, Pa., the subject of this notice was born
March 22, 1821, an,[ is the son of William Bell
and Susannah (Failor) McElwain, who were likewise natives of Cumberland County, the father
born July 1, 1794, and the mother February 3,
1797. William McElwain was a lifelong farmer,
and spent his entire life in his native State. In
politics, he was a st."tnch Demoerat, and in religion,
a Presbyterian. The mother leaned to the doctrines of tlw Lutheran Church, and both finally
became connected with the Methodist Episcopal
Church.
To the parents of our subject, who were marrierl December 12, 1816, there was born a family of
twelve children, ten of whom lived to mature years,
viz.: Margaret Jane, Andrew, Sarah AQn, William
Bell, Jr., Susannah, James, Mary, Lacy and Elizabeth. These were all married and reared families
of their own. Elinor died when about thirty-four
years old, and the other child died in infancy.
Mrs. Susannah (Failor) McElwain departed this
life at the old homesteacl in Cumberland County,
Pa., May 2, 1839. Th~ father contracted a second marriage, January 13, 1846, with Miss Elizabeth Kerr, and there were born to them three
children-Robert Henderson, Thomas Simpson and
Rebecca Agnes. Mrs. Elizabeth McElwain died
May 26, 1853. William B. McElwain survived
this wife for a period of twenty-one years, and
died July 8, 1874, at a ripe old age. The paternal
granrlfather, Andrew McElwain, was likewise a native of Cumberland County, Pa. He grew up
among the Indians, and when a child, upon one
occasion when the family was fleeing to the fort
for oafety from the savages, he was overlooked and
left in his cradle. It was not very long, however,
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until he was missed by his mother and rescued. He
was reared to farm pursuits and learned distilling.
Upon the outbreak of the Revolutionary War he
shoul<lered his musket and d i<l good service in the
cause of the Colonists. He married for his first
wife a Miss Shannon, and there were born to them
the children named respectively: Robert, Andrew,
Thomas. Jane, Mary and Elizabeth. The boys
grew up large and ~thletic, presenting fine specimens of physical manhood. His first wife died,
and he was then married to Miss Margaret Bell, a
native of Bell town , Pa., and of Scotch parentage.
All male members of tbe Bell family were also of
large stature, one_ of them being over six feet in
height. The father of Margaret Bell could call
sixty of his descendants from his own door in
Belltown. Grandfather McElwain by this marriage became the father of four more childret1William, .Tames, John and Sarah. He and his
children were Presbyterians in religious belief.
He died about 1816.
The paternal great-grandfather of our subject,
also named Andrew, was a native of Scotland,
whence he emigl'at~.d to lrelan<l and then crossed
Lhe Atlantic to America. He was afterward married to Mary Mickey, who was born in Delaware,
in 17z8. On the maternal side of the house, the
grandfather of our subject was Andrew Failor, of
Pennsylvania. He married Elizabeth Unauch, and
both were of German i!escent. The six children
born to them were namccl respectively: Susannah,
Andrew, Elizabeth, Barham, 1\faTy and Nicholas.
The last mentioned is still living and a resident
of Missouri. Uncle Failor was an early settler of
Crawford County, Pa., and a prominent man, serv- ·
ing as Associate County Judge for a period of
fourteen years. He ulso acted in the capacity of
Surveyor several years, an!l spent his last days in
Ohio.
The subject of this notice remained with his parents on the farm in his native county until a young
man of twenty-four years, obtaining his education
in the common school and b•·ing trained to habits
of industry and economy. After leaving school he
occupied himself as a teacher one term, and when
nineteen years old commenced learning the carpenter's trade, which he has since followed. He
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was fi•·st married January 1, 1845, to Jlliss Margaret
Ann Matts, the wending tal<ing place at the bride's
home in Spl"ingfie!d, this Sta\,c. l\11-s. McElwain
like her husba1Hl was born in Cumberland County,
Pn., April 11. 1825, and was the daughter of John
anrl Elizabeth (Hylanrl) Matts, who came to tllis
State at an early clay, locating in Springfield,
where the father followcrl cooperiug. He harl
learned this tmde in 1'312 in Philndclpbia, to whieh
he had em igratcd from his native State of N cw
Jersey. lfe and his estimable wife spent their last
years in Springfield, Ohio, he living t o the advanced age of ninety-three yenrs. Of this union
there were born two chilrlren-Mary Ellen, now
the wife of John Null, allfl one who died in infancy. Mrs. Margaret l\icE!wain departed this
life at her home in Xenia, December 28, 18~6 .
She was a larly of many estimable qualities, and
a devote<l member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.
The second wife of our suhject was in her maidenhood Miss Catherine D. Bower, wllo was born
in Clear Spring, l\Id., and they were ma,.,·iecl August 17, 1852. Her parents were David tuHI Rachel (Hyland) Bower, wbo were natives respectively of Dauphin County, Pa., anrl 'Vashington
County, Md. Mr. Dower was ll hat\,er by trade,
and died in Pennsylnnia when midrlle aged. His
widow and family came to this county in 1845 ,
and the mother is now deceased. Ou1· subject by
this maiTiage became the fath er of seven children
-J<:mma C., who died when eighteen months olcl;
Andrew Asbtll"y, D ennis Bower; Alice May , th e
wife of John Clemons, of Springfield; J.averna
Kate, the wife of .Fr,wk ·wolf, J•·.; Laura Dell and
Etta Grover. Mr. and Mrs. McElwain have long
been connected with the Methodist Episcopal
Church in Xenia, in whi<:h Mr. McElwain otticiated
as Class-Leader for a period of forty yeat·s, and
has been Steward for twenty-five years. He was
the Treasurer of the churc!J for over sixteen years.
Mr. McElwain rejoices in the possession of nine
grandchildren. His daughter, Mrs. Mary E . Null,
is the mother of two c!Jildren-Laverna and McElwain Aliger; Laverna K., Mrs. Wolf, has two
children-Margaret and Raymond C.; Andrew A.
is the father of two children-Frank Wolf, Ger-

trude Alberta and Andrew Asbury; Dennis B. has
two chil<lren-Frerlerick Beall and P aul Harrison.
i:lince taking up his abode in Xenia Mr. McElwain
lms several times returner! to !Jis old home in
Pennsylvania, and rcnewcrl the associations of his
boyhood days. He has also been across the Mississippi into the State of Kansas nnd ot!Jer parts of
the •vest. During the Civil War he server! several
days with the Hom e Guanls, and engaged in some
skirmishing in t!Je vicinity of Camp Denison.

DAIII CARN. Prominent among the uative.I.Jorn c itizens of Clark County, whose
pa•·ents were numbered among its early
pioneers, may be pro perly meptionerl the
subject of t!Jis notice, who owns n.ud occupies a
well-tilled farm on seetiou 10, German Township.
He was born in t.llis township April 14, 1827, and
is the son of l'eter and Saloma (Rockel) Carn, who
were natives of Pennsylvania.
The parents of our subject were reared and married in thei r native ~tate, where they lived until
1823, m1d then resolved upon seeking thcil· fortllllCS farther \Vest.
Coming overhuul to Clark
County, this St••te, the father c,ecured a tract of
land fnm the Government, from which he opened
up a farm now occupied by his son Adam. He
settled practically in the woods with his little family, putting up a log cabin and astable, maldng his
roofs of straw. In that humble dwelling Adam
Carn was born. It is still stanrling, nnd fo•·ms one
of the old landmarks of a bygone time. Its builder
lws long since passed away, hut his many virtues
still !Jave a place in the remembrance of those who
knew !Jim. He died December 8, 1850, firm in the
faith of tbe Lutheran Church, and in politics, a
Democ1;at.
To the parents of our subject there were bom
three children, of whom Adam is the only survivor. The mother passed to her long home about
1871. Adam was required to mnke himself useful
at an early age, and assisted his fat!Jer in cultivating the land, and making the improvements upon
t!Jc farm which is now his property. His educa-
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tiona! advantages were exceedingly limited, there
being lmt liLLie time ot· opportunity for him to attent! school. Schools were conducted on the su hS<;l'iptiun plan, nntlmostly during the winter season

the !Joys, especially, of the neighho rhood !Jei 11 g expected to help their parents <luring tile seasons of
plowing, sowing and reaping.
The boyhood and youth of our subject passed
uneventfully until his marriage, which occurred
Septembet 27, 1851. llis bride was Miss Barbara
Reiman, a native of Virginia, and the daughter of
Samuel and Catharine Reitoan, who are now deceased. Of this union there was born one daughter, Mary, the wife of Theodore Heller, and ·they
live with om· subject.
Mr. Cam owns one h'undred and forty-two acres
of good land, the most of which is in productive
condition, and to this he gives the most of his time
and attention. lie medrlles very little with politics, simply giving his fupport at the polls to the
Dcmoemtic party. He has always maintained a
warm interest in the gt·owth and development of
his native county, an<l by keeping one of its best
fnrms in n good condition, hn.s thus contribqted his
quota to its general prosperity.

ACOB KLEIN. This gentleman is quite nn
old se.ttler of Xenia, where he has an established reputation •• a man of high business
ability and excellent chamcler. During the
early years of his residence here he was so
thoroughly identified with the efforts to secme a
Catholic Church that the history of the movement
is almost a history of himself. Probably there is
no man in the neighborhood to whom greater credit
is due for the success of that organization in this
city.
The eyes of Mr. Klein first snw the light of day
in Bavaria, Germany, November 23, 1822, and
in 1\Iay, 1832, he came with his parents, Wendel and Mary Ann (Scbetzcr) Klein, to Cincinnati.
The father bought a farm in Brown County, near
Georgetown, and upon it he built n church and
also donated land for the Catholic graveyard. With
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such an example before him it is not strange that
young Klein, soou after beginning l.Jis cat'eer in

life, should hnve !Jegun his endeavors to esta!Jlish a
church here. When a!Jout twenty-two years old
he lelt his lwme and came to Xenia where he emharke<l in the business of a Laker au<l confectioner
and a denier in groceries. He continued in business until about four years ago, at present being
occupied witll the renting of his city property, tobacco grovo ing nnd the ice business. He owns four
stores on West Main Street, n iJne Lrick tesid ence
of twelve rooms jus t beyond Hoven & Allison's
rope walk, an ice-house nnd about nine acres of
land within the city limits. This fortune hns been
built up by his own efforts and retlccts credit upon
his chamcter and capabilities.
A few months after l\it·. Klein took up his reoi·
deuce here he had mass read in his house, Father
Yonker, afterward Bishol'• coming over from the
Emanuel Church in Dayton. There were but nine
Catholics in the neighl.Jorhood and our subject is
tllc only one of that number now left here. After
tbis first mass was read, a church organizntion was
made and ere long they were visited by Bishop
l'urcell, after which a su bscription wns started for
a building. Mr. Klein not only bad charge of t he
subscription but in his own name boug ht the lots
where the church now stands, holding them for its
usc ant! donating $400 for its benefit. He aided
largely in the enterprise and was one of the prominent members, among others who helped to build,
being John Day and T. O'Ndl. Mt·. Klein also
bought and held land for tlle burying-ground until
the church was able to pay for it, buying and selling at $60 per ncre, when he might have made a
n great profit on it; he also laid out the yard and
paid $20 for his own lot. Mr. Klein also rented
a room nnd started a parochial school; nftcrward he
built a schoolhouse of one story, to which later another story was ad ded. He received his pay from
the church in sma!l nmounts as they were able to
pay.
In August, 1844, Mr. Klein was united in marriage with Miss Elenora Rhinehart, the mnrriage ceremony being performed in the church on
his father's farm. Of this union three children
were born, of whom but one are now living- Wen-
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del, whose home is in Batavia. The wife and
mother departed this life August 29,1858. Later
l\lr. Klein coulrnctetl a. second marriage in Xenia,
bis wife being Mary K. Rhein hart. To them have
been born eight <:hildren, all of whom survive and
are named respectively: Jacob, John E., Benjamin
A., l<'rances A., Mary Cecelia 1\L, Barbara A. and
Eda E. All remain at hom e with the exception
of Mary, who is the wife of A. G. Miltner, of Troy.
In connection with his personal sketch, a portrait
of 1\fr. Klein is presented elsewhere in this volume.

OBIAS A. KLINE.
A beautiful farm,
which although small, is finely improved,
is tile home of the above-named gentleman,
who deals in produce, butter, eggs auc] poultry,
having a place in the market at Dayton which lle
attends Tuesdays and Saturdays. His estate comprises twenty-one ru:res of rich land in Clark
County, occupying n portion of section 19, Bethel
Township. The career of Mr. Kline affords conclusive evidence tbat a large estate is not necessary
to secure independence, but tbat vin1 and goocl
ju<lgment can win prosperity from a ~mall acreage.
The subject of this sketch is a son of Christian
D. Kline, a native of Lancaster County, Pa., who
was reared on a farm and learnc<l the trade of a
tailor. He carried on a sbop in Springville, Susquehanna County, until 1842, when he removed to
Ohio. He located in Medway, Clark County,
opened a tailor-shop, and carried it on for fifteen
years. He then bought eleven acres on section 19,
Bethel Township, and began farming, adding about
tcu acres at a ·time, until the farm amounted to
seventy-five acres of well-improved land. It adjoins the town of Medway, and furnishes a comfortable home for his declining years. He is now
seventy-nine years of age, and is living a 'tniet
life, enjoying the fruits of his industry. He belongs to the Mennonite Cbnrch. He married Miss
Fredericka Allbright, with whom he lived happily
until 1871, when she was called from time to
eternity. She bad borne fonr children, our subject
being the third in order of birth-Amos, the first-
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born, is a farmer in Bethel Township; Ann<t, Mrs.
Het·sbey, died in 1861, and Christiana when eigbt
years old. Amos served nearly four years during
the late war, Leing a member of tbe Forty-fourth
and Eighth Ohio Cavalry.
Tile mother of our subject was bom near Amsterdam, Holland, and coming to America when a
young girl with her brothers and sisters, they were
sold in l'biladelpbia to pay for their passage and
were thus separated. Three sisters lived there,
and a hrotbet· and sister iu Hnron County, Ohio.
They had lost track of each other for thirty years,
when by the merest chance tbey learned of each
other's location, by bearing the Allbright name
from a traveler who knew the brother.
The birth of our subject took place in Springville, Lancaster County, Pa., June 18, 1841, and
he was brought to the Buckeye State when eleven
months old, the joumey being performed by boat
down the Ohio River ancf'canal to Dayton. He
was reare<l and educated in Medway, remaining at
home on the farm until May, 1864, when be enlisted in the One Hundred aml Fifty-third Ohio
Infantry, Leing ~signed to Company E. After
being m\1sterecl into the service at Cttmp Dennison,
the command was sent to Virginia, where for some
time they skirmished with bushwhackers. On
July 4 they had a fight with the rebel general,
McCoslin, on tbe south branch of the Potomac,
and on August 2<.1 took part in the battle of Greene
~prings against Gen. Johnston.
September 10,
1864, Mr. Kline was mustered out and honorably
discharged at Camp Dennison, returning thence to
his home.
On November 15, 1866, in Medway, Mr. Kline
was united in marriage with Miss Catherine Harnish, and the young couple took up their abode in
Evansville, Ind., where the busbahd engaged in
the manufacture and sale of confectionery. A
year later they returned to Medway, and settled
where they yet reside. lllr. Kline purchased six
acres of land, built upon it and began handling
produce for the Dayton market. He has added
fifteen acres of tillable land to his first purchase
and raises some grain, although his principal crop
is tobacco, three to six acres being devoted to
tbat crop, on which he bas made money. The
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dwelling is an attractive one, anrl every convenienee in the way of useful buildings is to be
found; the barn is 40x60 feet, affonling ample
accommoclation for stoclc anrl fodder. During the
twenty-one years in which Mr. Kline has attcn<lcrl
the DRyton market, he has missed lmt four Saturdays. Although a shrewrl beyer aud salesman, be
always pays the· farmers the be"t of market ol"ices
for their produce, in which be deals extensively.
In 1883 he started in the . general merchandise
business in Medway, under the style of Kline &
Schatz, and catTied on a successful trade until
1886, when the linn closed ou~ and rlissolved
partnership.
The wife of Mr. Kline was born in Cumberland
County, Pa., anrl is the daughter of Emanuel and
Cathedne (Tanger) Harnish, the fatbet· a farmer
there. She is an excellent housewife, a kindly and
intelligent woman, and a faithful wife and mother.
She has five .children-Mollie, Rickie, Walter, Forrest and Webster-all at borne. Mr. Kline bas
been School Director for seven years, and being
well informed and the possessor of remarkably
good judgment, be has been a most acceptable servant of the people in this capacity. His political
allegiance is given to the Republican party, and in
his religious belief he favors Universalism. lie is
one of those genial, straightforward and honest
men, who are liked by everyone they meet, and
he fills a leaning position in the community.

ONAS DRURY. The life record of Mr.
Drury discloses a career remarkable in many
respects, and peculiar qualities of character
among tile greatest of which were kinduess,
charity, probity, and a keen observation of wl.tat
was going on around him in the world. He had
been identified with the history of Springfield for
many years before his death, having been a resident of the city since 1856. He was born March
13, 1810, at Temple, Me., and departed this life at
the home of his daughter, Mrs. Georgie D. Runyan,
in 1890, lacking only nineteen days of numbering
his four-score years. With the exception of white.
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ning his h"ir nnd rendering his steps less elastic,
time bad macle lint few inroarls upon a form more
than orrlinarily vigorous and active. His immecliate progenitor was tbe Rev. John Drury, a minister of tbe Metbo<list Episcopal Church, a Captain
in the Wat· of 1812, and at one time a member of
the Maine Legislature. He gave to his son a good
education, the latter completing his studies in the
Maine Wesleyan Seminary.
In 1835 Jonas Dmry repaired to I>rovidence,
R. I., wl.tere l.te followecl the profession of a teacher
several years. Iu 1840 he located in Aroostook
County, Me., and as l.te !.tad especially fitted himself for a civil engineer at eollege, he was now engaged by the State in surveying its northern portion. For thirteen years following, he was Judge
of tbc Court of Commissioners. He devoted .bis
time in the summer to sut·veying, and in the wintet·
to lumbering. He led a hard and rugged life
among the Maine woods, inhabitecl by wolves, bears,
dee•·, elk, and other wild animals.
In the meantime Mr. Drury was married llfat·ch
13, 1843, to Miss Lavina l\IcCloud. There we•·e
horn to them three children: Georgie, lllrs. Dr.
Runyan, of Springfielcl; Josie, now Mrs. Williams,
of New York State; Mary, llirs. E. B. Reifsnider, of
Springfield, all of whom are living. The wife and
mother rlied in Cincinnati, October 10, 1885.
l\Ir. Drury had been reared by his honored father
to sentiments of patriotism, and at an early period
after the outbreak of the Civil War be responded
to the call for volunteers, and gave his time and
set·vices to his ~;ountry until the close of the conflict. In June, 1866, under the auspices of the
Government, he took charge of a corps of men who
engaged in the removal of Union soldie1s from
Soutbern battlefields to the national cemetery at
Chattanooga, Tenn. He estimated that while thus
engaged, and in the two years following, during
which he was employed by the Government in examining the validity of claims, he walked over
four thousand miles a year.
The ehanges of the seasons possessed for Mr.
Drury a rema;kable interest, and for the long
period of sixty-five years, he kept a close and minute record of the weather, taking obse-rvations six
times a day, permitting not even the strife of war to
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interrupt him in a single day's observations. For
this purpose he had various apparatus, pluviqmetcrs and b~romctcrs, making obsct·vations from t!Je
different forms of clouds, cirrus, cumulus a~d nimbus. He left chests full of weather records which
are of :tlmost inestimable value. 'Vhen this habit
became generally known he was in almost constant
receipt of letters from patties who I.~d lawsuits on
hand in which the weather was the chief factor. In
this mnnuer several cases of litigation were settled
which could scarcely have been done satisfactorily
in any other manner. Finally, by special rcq uest,
he furnished reports to the great dailies, including
the Cleveland L eacle1•, and the Cincinnati Commercia./ Gazrtte. In order to further aid him in his ob·
scrvntions, he in venle1l several cul'ious contrivances,
one of which he called a "moon witHler," and which
he used for ascertaining the location of the lunar
sphere, which !Je always maintained had no little to
do with t!JC condition of the atmuophcre.
Iu his duties in connection with the removal of
the Union soldiers, 1\Ir. Drury, for whom the matter possessetl unalloyed interest, met w1th many intcn·sting incidents. Upon one occasion he was
<lesire<l to find the l.wdics of six Union soldiers wbo
had been l;illed by rebel" fOl' capturing an engine,
and trying to run away with it. He succeeded in
his oearch, and the !Jeroes now sleep in graves
marked by monuments tl'iling the story of their
valOI'. During those days !Je made the acquaintance of LeCaron, the noted French spy. As a testimony of fl'iendship, LeCaron one day drew Mr.
Dnu-y's salnry and disappeared.
The life of Mr. Drury if written up in detail,
would make an interesting volume. He was well
known to nearly all the residents of Springfield,
and a familiar figure on Center Street, where, during almost every afternoon in the summer, he
would be found sprinkling the roadway. He was
a man of higll courage, and during his migrations
to the South frequently traveled under the guise of
a minister-a "hard-shell Methodist" as lle called
himself, and whose doctt·inc he told the people, was
to "mind bis own business, and to let other people's
business alone." By adopting this policy, he escaped unmolested, althongb freqnently engaged
upon most dangerous missions. He was oue of the

most trusted employes of the Government, and
fniLbfully did he fulfill the duties committe<! to him .
His remains were followed to their last resting place
hy a large concourse of people among whom his
name will be remembe1·ed for many years to come.

l~
-n~" OBERT N. ELDER. There is probably not
) L-J within the limits of Green Township, Clark
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County, a more prominent or popnlar man
than he with whose name we introduce this
notice. Nature has endowed him with more than
ordinary capacities and the genhtl disposition which
makes for him friends wherever be goes. Liberal
and public-spirited, no man is more warmly interested in the material welfare of his township and
none have contl'iuuted more genewusly of their
time an<l means with this end in view. He thoroughly believes in progress and reform and keeps
himself postc<l in regnrd to current events all over
the world, taking satisfaction in every evidence of
the improved condition of mankind , morally, intellectually aml financially .
1\:lr. Elder, in the fall of 1888, was elected one
of the Commissioners of Chlrk County for a term
of three years and is discharging the duties of his
office with crerlit to himself ancl satisfaction to all
concerned. He has always taken a very active interest in cdtteational affairs and has been a School
Dircctot· for a periorl of over twenty years. He
served as Road Supervisor several terms and for
six consecutive years was Trnstee of Green Township. He ca&t his first Presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln, in CIISs Connty, Ga. Wliile in the
army and since becoming a voter, he has steadfastly
maintained his allegiance to the Republican party.
Probably no man has been more active in its councils in this pat·t of the county, he having been frequently sent to the County, fitate and Congressional
conventions and bas at various times been a member of the County Central Com!llittee. The greater
part of his life bas been spent in farming pursuits.
Ile has maintained a nniform interest in the Grange
movement of which he was at one time a member,
serving a~ Master and Secretary and in other posi-
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tions of trust and 1·esponsibility. In his re.Jigious
views be is a stanch Presbyt01·inn , officiating as
Tmstee one year and is looked upon as one of the
pillars of the church n.t Clifton. It will thus be
seen that the sphere of his usefulness is a broad
one and it may sn.fely be said that he reaps unalloyed satisfnctivn in contemplation of the fact that
he has not only endeavored to l>e a nseful memhet·
in his community, bnt therein has fairly succeeded.
The subject of this noti<"e was born April 10,
1843, at the old homestead in Green Township and
was the ninth in a famHy of eleven children, the
offspring of Robert and Nancy T. (Elder) Elder,
who were natives of Dauphin County, Pa. The
paternal grandfather, Robert Elder, emigrated to
Oh10 in 1813. He purchased a tract of land on
section 10, Green Township, and the patent which
he receiveil from the Government at that time is
still in the possession of the family, being preserve<!
as one of the olil relics with which they would not
willingly part. The country at that time was very
thinly settled and mostly a forest. Grandfather
Elder, with the aiel of his sons, Thomas, Robert
and Jubn, cleared a farm from the wilderness and
there spent the remainder of his days.
The parents of our subject were married curly
in the twenties at the bride's home in Green Township, Clark County, and settled upon the farm entere<l by the grandfather, where Robert Jr., effected
additional improvements and put up the residence
which is now owned by his nephew, a son of John
Elder. He was n hard-working, industrious man,
more than ordinarily intelligent, and became prominent in local affairs, holiling various positions of
trust and responsibility and serving as Justice of
the Peace for the long period of twenty years in
succession. He was active in the establishment and
maintenance of schools, believing that the education of the young was one of the most important
adjuncts to the well-being of society.
The mother of our subject was the daughter of
David Elder, who upon emigrating to this State
settled in Butler County, and like most of the men
about him followed agrkultural pursuits. He likewise built up a home from the wilderness. Robert
and Nancy Rider reared seven daugbter8 anil six
of them became school teachers and followed their
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profession successfully. Of the eleven children
comprising the househol<l circle, nine nre still liv.
ing: Ann is the wife of J.P. Garlough, and they
are residents of this township; Elizabeth became
the wife of J . K Stewart and died at her home in
Green Township; Martha .T. is the wife of .T. ,J.
Tuttle and they live in the city of Springfielil;
Margery A. marrier] llugh Cowan ani! they also
live in Springficlcl; ~Iary A., Mrs. N . L. Griffith,
is a nsident of Cass County, Mo.; Susan and Harriet are unmnniecl anrl are living in ~pringfield;
David N. is senior member of the finn of Elder &
Tuttle anrl is engaged in th e hardware hnsiness in
Springfield; he is unmarried. Thomas J. married
Miss Fanny Harris and they live in Vincennes, Ind.
The mother died at the homestcac1 in Green Town.
ship in 1876, at the age of seventy-two years, having
been born in 1804. Robert Elder was born l\J>trch
20, 1802, and <lieil March 13, 1886.
1\Ir. Elder, of whom we write, was trained to
habits of industry and economy and required to
make himself useful about the homestead nt an
early age. His education was conilueted in tlle
district school and lw remainefl under the parent~ I
roof until t.he outbreak of t.he Civil 'Var. On t.he
13th of August, J8G2, he enlistee! in the Union
service as a member of Company A, Ninety.fourt.h
Ohio. Infantry, and in dnc time wns promoted to
Corporal. He went with his regiment which at first
was inilcpcndent, to Lexington, Ky., where they
came in eonftict wit.h t.hc tl"Oops of Kirby Smit.h.
Mr. Elder soon afterwnr<lwn.s capture•! but parol<•<!
the following day and sent t.o Camp Chase where
he remained until exchanged .
Joining his regiment t.hen nt 1\'[urfreesboro,Tenn .,
Mr. Elder thereafter remained in the service until
the close of the wnr. About that time the regiment was made a part of the First Brigade, First
Division, Fourteenth Army Corps and Mr. Elder
took part in all the battles of the campaign, namely:
Hoover's Gap, the siege of Chattanooga, and was
at Lookout Mountain and Mission Riilge and in the
four month's campaign from Chattanooga to Atlanta. Thence he went on the famous march to
the sea and had the satisfllCtion of witnessing the
surrender of Gen. Joseph Johnston near Raleigh,
N. C., in 1865. The war now being practically
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ende<l he went with his comrndes up through the
Carolinas to W<~shington, D. C., tal<ing part in the
Grand Review, whieh occurred in May following.
Upon that occosion the troops passecl in gmnd array
before President Andrew Johnson, Gens. Grant and
Shermfl.n and other f:>mous men of that time. The
boys were musterecl out at the Capital and repairing
thence to Camp Chase, Ohio, Mr. Elder received
his honomble discharge, June 5, 1865, after a faithful service of thirty-four months.
l\Ir. Elder l1a<l a remarkable experience, escaping
wounds and maintaining his usual good health although tailing part in all the :tctive operations of
his regiment. He experienced many hairbreadth
escapes, but returned home safe and sound and at
once prepared to resume his old occupation of farming. He rented the homestead on section 10, Green
Township and remained there until the spring of
1885. Thence !w removerl to the C. A. Estle place
where he sojourned the following summer and in
the fall of that year purchased the farm which he
now owns and occupies. This embraces· two hunclred :md twenty-seven acres of choice land, all of
which is under a good state of cultivation and
which is devoted to general farming and the raising
of high-grade stock. Here as in all other transactions of his life, Mr. Elder maintains that persevering and methodical course which seldom fails of
success. He has gathered around himself and family all of the comforts and many of the luxuries of
life while at the same time lending a helping band
to those around him as opportunity presents.
For a period of twenty-one years tllcrc bas traveled beside Mr. Elcler one of the most estimable of
women, who in her girlhoo<l was Miss Julia A.
Stewart and to whom he was married at the bride's
home in Green Township, March 31, 1869. Mrs.
Elcler was born .July 3, 1847, at her father's homestcnd in Green Township, Chrk County, and is the
daughter of Capt. Perry and lthoda A. (Wheeler)
Stewart, furthet· notice of whom appears on another
poge in this volume.
Of the ten children born to Mr. and !\Irs. Elder
three died in infancy. Stewart, the eldest son, on
the 6th of February, 1889, was thrown from a
horse, suffering a compound fracture of the ankle
joint and died from lockjaw on the 15th of Feb-

ruary following at the age of eighteen years; Robert
was born January 16, 1872, and is now at home;
Rhoda, September 15, 1873; Ellis W., Decemher
14, 1877; Howard, September 27, 1879, died March
14, 1881); Walter N., burn February 8, 1881; Anna,
November 23, 1882,diedApril28, 1883; Enla, born
May 10, 1884; baby boy, nnnamerl, born February
23, 1888, and died two days Inter; !\nd Cart ie, born
July 8, 1889. Mrs. Elder, like her husband, belongs to the Presbyterian Church and has always
been warmly interested in Sunday-school work, freqnently acting as a teacher therein and giving much
time to the religious instruction of the yoimg.
Their children are being carefully trained and are
regular. attendants at the Sunday-school. Mr. and
Mrs. Elder enjoy the acquaintance of hosts of
friends and represent the best element in their
community.

e

ALVIN VANNIMMAN.
The family to
which' the subject of this sketch belongs is
one of the oldest and most. highly respected in
Jefferson Township, Greene County. In this
township Calvin was born September 3, 1837, and
there spent the days of his boyhood and youth,
aCJJ_uiring his education in the common schools and
becoming familiar with the art of plowing, sowing
and reaping. His life passed in comparatively uneventful manner until he was a man of twenty-five
years. Then desirous of establishing a home of his
own he was joined in ,;.,cdlock with Miss Mary A.
Ellis, and they commence<! the journey of life together on a farm in Jefferson Township, where
they labored with the mutual purpose of building
up a comfortable home and accumulating a competence. In this they have succeeded admirably,
having now the warrantee deed to five hundred
broad acnis of well tilled land which yields abundantly the richest crops of the Buckeye State. The
farm is improved with good buildings and the
whole forms one of the most attractive pictures in
the landscope of that region.
In noting the antecedents of our snbje~t we find
we find that his paternal grandfather, Benjamin
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Vannimman, was a native of Pennsyh•ania and the
scion of an old nnd eminently respectable fam·
ily. He followed farming all his life, in the meantime emigrating to Illinois, where he spent his last
days. To him and his estintnble wife there was
born a family of two sons and two daughters, one of
whom, Benjamin, Jr. , the father of our subject, it is
believed, was born in the State of Pennsylvania and
later emigrated to Clinton County, this State. He
settled in the dense forest when the country was
principally inhabited by Indians and wild animals.
He built a log cabin and commenced felling the trees
nround him, grubbing out the stumps aud bringing
the soil to a state of cultivation. He was greatly
prospered, invested his surplus cs.pital in additional
land and in time became the ownet· of seven hundred act·es, all of which lle brought to a productive
condition. He erected thereon good builrlings and
gathered about himself and family all of tile com ..
forts and m!lny of the luxuries of life. He then
1·etired from active labor and departed this life a t
the home which he built up in 1879, at the advanced age of eighty-four years.
Benjamir, Vannimman, Jr., like his father before
him, was a hard-working industrious man, full of
energy and usually ·made it a point to accomplish
what he set about. He visited Illinois where his
father !lad settled before locating in this State, but
decided that Ohio was good enough for him. Not
only was lle successful in his own personal affait·s
but he was liberal and public-spirited and contributed as far as in him lay to the general ad van cement
of the community arouncl him. [n politics he was
~ sound Republican, after the organization of this
flarty ami in religion be was a devoted member of
the Methodist Protesta~et Church.
The mother of our subject was in her girlhood
Miss Sophia Huss~y and they were married in Jefferson Township. Mrs.Vannimman was a native of
Ohio and removed to Greene County with her
husband, to whom she proved nn efficient helpmate in tile builcling up of a homestead and the
accumulation of the property. She died in 18!4,
at the birth of her thirteenth child, and when
forty-four years old. She had been re~rcd in the
Quaker faith and to this she adhered all her life.
She fulfilled all life's duties as a wife, mother and
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friend and her nnme is held in tender remembrance
by her chilclrcn. The parental family of om subject included five sons and eight daughters, five of
whom are living.
Mrs. Mary A. (Ellis) Vannimmau was born January 27, 1840, in Wilson Township, Clinton
County, tuis State, and is tbe daughter of Joseph
and Eliza (Stilling) Ellis, who were natives of Virginia, and who emigrated to Clinton County, this
State at au early clay. The mother died at her
home in Cedarville in 1871, when sixty-three years
old. She was a lacly possessing all the Christian
virtues anrl greatly beloved by her family and her
friends. Mr. Ellis is still living, being about
eighty-two years old and makes his home in York,
Neb. They were the parents of a large family , five
of whom are living.
To Mr.and Mrs.Vannimman there hnve been born
no children. Botll are members in good standtng
of the Methodist Protestant Church. 1\Ir. Vanniruman cast his first Presidential vote for Lincoln and
is a stanch supporter of the principles of the Republican party .

AMES H. CRAWFORD. This gentleman
was born September 23, 1828, in Cedarville
Township, Greene County, on the farm
where he now resides. His father died about
a year after his birth, leaving a widow and three
children, and· although in poor health !\Irs. Crawforo managed to keep the family together and save
the farm of one hnnrlred acres wllich her husband
bad left. With her own bands she spun the thread,
wove the cloth, and made their garments, and succeerled in sending the children to school until all
had obtained fair erlneations. She lived to see the
fruits of her efforts, as each one of the children
settled well in life. Our subject 'Jeing the youngest of the household band he remained at home with
llis motller, even after his marriage, nntilller death
in 1868.
James Crawford, the father of our subject, was a
son of Michael and Elinore (Leach) Crawford, of
Rockbridge County, Va., whet·e the first of the
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family locat<>d on coming from lt·elatHl many years
ago. He was born in that county, July 23, 1793,
living until September 9, 1829. His wife was Miss
Martha Leach, a daughter of James Leach, also of
Rockbridge County nnrl n granddaughter of John
Leach, who was the father of Mrs. Elinore Crawford. The Leach family are o( Scotch-Irish lineage,
nnd are among the first families of Virginia. Judge
J. II. Leach of Iowa, who died in 1878, was an
uncle of our subject. Tile only sister of om· subject is Elinore, Mrs. Hemy Owens, who opened her
eyes to the light in 1834. His only brotller is
Thomas, who was born in 1826.
A little incident in the life of Michael Ct·awford ,
granrlfather of our subject, is worthy of preservation ns illustrating the d1aracteristics of the man.
While still young and living in Vir):{inin, he bad
put·chased his brother's share in an old family slave
nalncd Bob, wl:tom on one occasion he took with
him to Tennessee. There Mr. Crawf01·d was working at his trade of brick laying and attellClerl by the
n~gro, for whom he was offered a fancy price. The
young man told Bob of the offer, but the negro
sai<l he thought it would be wrong for his master
to sell him among strnngers, nfter he had spent his
life in their service ancl raised all of his master's
mot.hel' S children, having taken care of them from
infancy . 1\Ir. Crawford told the man if that wns
the way it looked to him, he sl:tould not be sold, but
if he woulrl go with him to Ohio he should be a free
man. Th ey came to this State in 1830, where Bob
received his freedom and was marrier! to the daughter of the Rev. Godfrey Brown (colored). He
settled south of Xenia, on Cresar's Creek, raising a
fnmily nnd living to he very old. He took the
name_of Robert Baker, but was better known as Bob
Cmwforrl.
The lady whom Mr. Crawford of our sketch
chose for his life companion was Matilda, daugl:tter
of .James and Sarah (Seldomridge) Patterson. 1\Irs.
Crn.wford is an estimable woman whose domestic
hal•its and virtues have been a blessing in her
home. The union has been blessed hy the birth of
five children, four of whom survive. The oldest
chihl is Martha J., a y9ung lady who is now at home
anrl is one of Greene County's best known teachers,
taking a commendable pride in the profession which
1

=====

she has chosen. The second born was Sarah Amanda,
who died in 1882, at the age of twenty-two years.
Following her in order of birth are Jol:tn T., .James
W. and D. Leigh, who have received fine educations at the High School at Cedarville, and the
younger of whom aspires to a thorough collegiate
cout·se. Mr. and Mrs. Cmwforcl and daughter belong to the Methodist Episcopal Chmeh of Cedarville. Mr. Crawford is numbered among the stanch
Republicans of the county, always ready to do his
share to insure the success of that party as he feels
that the spirit of justice is interwoven in its political fabric and that the N a tiona! welfare largely depends upon its success. It would be hard to . find
a family better deserving representation in a volume
of this nature than that of James H. Crawford, or
one whose history the biographical writer would
take gTeater pleasure in recording.

D

R. ,JO HN W. HULICK. The medical firm
of Bell & Hulick is familiar to most of the
residents of Springfield as one having its full
share of business, anrl which has :tttainerl to agootl
position in the medical fraternity of Clark County.
The.v have a fine office, thoroughly equipperl with
everything pertaining to the profession, while their
prompt attention to the calls made upon tl:tem and
their conscientious methods of 1iractice have fnlly
established them in tl:te esteem and confidence of
th~ people.
Dr. Hulick was born in Batavia,Clermont.County,
this State, August 2, 1858, and is the son of William W. and Mary J. (Dial) Hulick, who are also
natives of Batavia. The father was born December
24, 1824, and the mother November 20, 1828.
William W. Hulick was a stock dealer and farmer.
lie spent his entire life in his native town, and died
in 1884. The paternal grandfather was James
Hulick, a native of Virginia, and of English descent. He spent his last years in Clet·mont County.
On the maternal side of the house Grandfather
Davi<l Dial, was a native of North Carolina, nnd
he spent his last years in Clermont County. To
William and l\Iary Hulick there were born three
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children, one of whom, David W., died in 1880;
Emma L. is living at Batav_ia, Ohio; John W .,
our subject, was the youngest of the family. He
attended the public schools of Batavia during his
younger years, and later became a student of the
Ouio Wesleyan University in Delaware, Ohio, from
which he was graduated in the Class of '79.
Dr. Hulick began the study of medicine in the
onlce of J. C. Kennedy, M. D., of Batavia, and later
entered the Ohio Medical College at Cincinnati,
from which he was graduated in 1882. He began
the practice of his profession in Milford, Ohio, and
later went to New York City, and took a postgraduate course in Bellevue Hospital Medical College, from which he was graduated in 1883.
We next find Dr. Hulick located in Springfield,
where he commenced the pr·actice of his profession
which he has since followed with unqualified success. He associated himself in partnership with Dr.
Read L. Bell in 1883. Dr. Hulick belongs to the
American Medical Association, the Ohio State
Medical Society; the liouthwcstem Ohio Medical
Society; the Clark County Medical Society, and he
is an honorary member of the Clermont County
~I e<lical Society.
Socially, he belongs to Ephraim
Lodge, No. 146, I. 0. 0. F.; the Knights of Pythias, and the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks, No. 51.

OLNEY A. FARR. Aside from looking af.
ter his property, this aged nnd respectecl
resident of Springfield, is living mostly retired from the active duties of life. He has by a
comse of incl us try and prudence, acquired a comand is fulry entitled to the ease and
petence,
"
comfort which attends him as he quietly pnoses
down the sunset hill of life. He is a native of
Vermont, and was born on the 13th of May, 1813,
in Brandon, Rutland County, being the son of
Solomon and Mabel (Dean) Farr. Solomon Farr
was a native of Brighton, Vt., of Irish extraction,
and for many year·s labored as a foundryman, both
in his native State and elsewhere. T!Je mother was
liltewise horn in Vermont, and traced her ancestry
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to Scotland. The parental family consistecl of
seven children, four sons and three daughters; only
three of the sons are living, two of them being residents of the Green Mountain State.
The subject of this notice spent his youthful days
in his native place, and obtained a practical education in the public schools. When of suitable years
he began learning the trade of a moulder, but upon
the compl~tion of his apprenticeship, not liking the
business, he abandoned it. Being of an adventurous turn of mind, he resolved upon going to sea,
and accordingly boarded the whaling vessel "Amazon," under command of Capt. Smith, making a
two Jears' voyage. This completed, he next went
out on the bark "Harvest," which was also a whaling vessel, and was gone another two years, having an interest in the boat, and sharing the profits.
During both voyages the vessels encountered terrific storms, ancl for hours the crew expected that
their time had come, and many were the resolves
made that if ever they reached terra firma, they
would stay tltere.
The third and last voyage of Mr. Farr was on the
"Harriet" from Freetown, Mass., under the command of Capt. Durphy. The voyage was an extended one, and they sailed over the Atlantic, the
Indian and Pacific Oceans. Upon one occasion Mr.
Farr was one of the crew which left the vessel in
three whaling boats, and with his comrades succeeded in capturing one of the monsters of the
cleep, the men on each boat killing and capturing a
whale. At the same time they were struck by a
terrific storm suddenly, became separated from the
vessel, and drifted at the mercy of the waves for a
number of days, nearly starving, and enduring untold suffering for want of water. They were finally picked up by a German vessel. The boat that
Mr. Farr was in, lost their whale during the storm,
and two of the eighteen men, on account of their
sufferings, had entir·ely lost their reason. Mr. Farr
was now thoroughly convinced that the land was
the safest place for him, and as soon as be reached
it, made his preparations to stay there. l-Ie took
up his abode in New Bedford, 1\Iass., remaining
there until January, 1849.
At this time the California gold excitement was
attracting large numbers of men to the Pacific Slope

806

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

anrl thither lift". Farr determinerl to repair. Not·
withstanding the dangers he had encount-e red, he
again took to the water, making the trip to the
Golden Gate -via Cape Horn, and experiencing as
before considerable rough weather. Soon after his
ani val at San Francisco, he entered the volcano
mines, where he occupied himself one year in
searching for the yellow ore, and was fairly successful. Subsequently the prevalence .of cholera
at Sacramento, and the breaking out of a fire, was
the means of great loss, and he returned to the
mines, where he spent two more years, which were
fairly l;l"Ofitable. Returning then to Vermont, he
sojourned there six months, and in the meantime
took unto himself a wife and helpmate, l\Iiss Emeline Barnard, of Branclon , Vt., the marriage occurring October 9, 1853.
l\frs. Emeline Farr was horn in Brandon, Vt., and
was the daughter of Barzilla and Susan (Crossman)
Barnard. Soon after their marriage., Mr. and Mrs.
Farr came to Springfield, Ohio, on a visit, and while
here, Mr. Farr decided to remain in Springfield.
He purchased a dairy in company with Joel Barnard, and this they conducted for eighteen months,
when the partnership was dissolved. Mr. Farr then
for four years thereafter was engaged in the scutching of flax, which was used in the manufacture of
rope and twine, shipping to Eastern markets. They
also manufactured tow, which was utilized in making paper. That enterprise not proving profitable,
he therefore turned h is attention to dealing in produce, and subsequently became a large buyer and
shipper.
The next enterprise of Mr. Fan· -was the manufacture of the Middlings Purifier, in company with
James Rigby, which involved him in a loss of over
:1;5,000. He then withdrew from business, and has
since lived retired. The family residence is a fine
brick structure, built in 1877, and pleasantly located on West High Street.
To 1\lr. and .Mrs. Farr there were born two children, a daughter and son: Mabel D., the wife of
A. P. Trout, a grocer of Springfield; and Leslie E.,
who is assistant steward in the Kimball House at
Atlanta, Ga. Mrs. Farr departed this life at her
home in Springfield, September 14, 1883. She was
a most estimable lady, a faithful wife, and devoted

mother, and was deeply mourned, not only by her
immediate family, but by a large circle of friends.
Her remains were laid to rest in Fernclifl' Cemetery. She and her husband many years ago joined
the Universalist Church. Politically, Mr. Farr was
a Republican until six years ago, when he identified
himself with the Prohibition party.
A portrait of Mr. Farr appears elsewhere in this
volume.
-·~-

AMUEL HUFFMAN. That well-known
establishment, the Palace Livery Stable, located at No. 173-West Main Street, Springfield, is an institution largely patronized by
the leading residents of the city and is acknowledged to be first class in every respect. The proprietor with whose name we introduce this sketch,
is a wide-awake business man with a thorough understanding of his calling, and whose promptness
in meeting his obligations and courteous treatment
of his customers, has built up for him a large patronage which is steadily increasing.
Mr. Huffman was born July 26, 1832, at the
country home of his parents in Bethel Township,
five miles west of Springfield, and is the tenth
child of Jacob and Catherine (Farrnwood) Huffman, natives of Virginia. Jacob Huffman came
witn his parents to Clark County, this State, in
1802, the same year that Ohio was admitted into
the Union as a State. He entered a tract of Governmer;tt land, the patent of which is still carefully
preserved in the Huffman family.
The paternal grandfather of our subject was
Henry Huffman, a native of Germany, who upon
coming to America, engaged in farming and spent
his last years in Bethel To,;nship, Clark County,
this State. The maternal ancestry of Mr. Huffman
was also of German origin. Jacob Huffman, his
father, was reared to farm pursuits and learned the
trade of a stone mason, becoming skilled in his
calling and laitl the foundations of many of the
houses and barns in Clark County. He built for
himself a substantial stone residence, the stone
being dressed for the interior and requiring no
plastering. The partitions were also of stone aud
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the whole formbd n very solid structure, capable
of withstanding the storms of a century. ·The
first dwelling of the pa.·ents of our subject was a
hewed log house, one of the best in the county,
and within which the greater part of their large
family of ten children were born. These cornprise six sons and four daughters, all of whom
Ii ved to mature years but of whom there are now
only four living, two sons and two daughters. The
eldest son, Henry, died at the advanced age of
eighty-five years; Samuel, our subject, was the
youngest bom.
Mr. Huffman pursued his early studies in a log
school house in what was familiarly known as the
Keifer district and at an early age was taught to
make himself useful around the farm. He was but
thirteen years old at the time of his father's death,
and he remained with his mother until his marriage.
This interesting and important event occurred
March 17, 1854, the bride being Miss Margaret
Uelfriek. Mrs. Huffuian was born in 1835, in this
eounty, and is a daughter of Michael and Barbary
llclfrick, who were of German birth and parentage
nnd emigrated from the Fatherland at an early day.
They settled in this county and spent their last
chys here.
1\ir. and Mrs. Huffman after their marriage located in Springfield Township where Mr. Huffman
occupied himself at milling, operating the Rock
Point Mills on Mad River, about six years. Later
he assumed charge of the Tecumseh Mills in Mad
River Township with which he was connected seven
years. He next returned to Rock Point Mills which
he operated two years more and upon leaving these
he removed to the site of the Perue Mills. Later
he built and operated the same mill and finally assumed the sole proprietorship, continuing to operate this mill for about seven years. Then selling
out, he removed to Springfield and invested a portion of his capital in a stock of hardware. He was
in trade two years and then established himself in
the grocery business at Springfield. We next find
him dealing in coal and lumber and from this he
drifted into the livery business, becoming owner
of a lot of fine stock and equipages.
Mrs. Margaret Huffman -departed this life at her
home in Rock Point Mills· in 1863, leaving three
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children, two daughters and a son. Catherine is
the wife of William Stickney, of Springfield TowQship; Effie is the wife of Forrest Zircle, a nil they
reside in Springfielil; Stephen J. operates a meat
market in Springfield. In 1~65 , 1\Ir. Huffman contracted a second marriage with Barbara Hertzler,
who was then a resident of Bethel Township, but
who was born in Lancaster County, Pa., in 1832.
Her father, Daniel Hertzler,was a prominent farmer,
miller and distiller of Clark County, this State, and
is now dead· (was murdered in 1867). Of this
union there have been born three children, the
eldest of whom, a daughter, l\1at~ie, is the wife of
H. C. Story, of Springfield; Daniel H. is the chief
assistant of his father in the livery business; Harry
M. also makes himself useful in a like manner. The
family residence is a substantial brick structure,
pleasantly located on West Main Street. l\!rs. Huffman is the owner of a good farm in Springfield
Township, one and one-half miles west of the city.
Mr. Huffman, politically, supports the Democratic
party and socially, belongs to Clark Lodge, No.
101, F. & A.M; Springfield Chapter, No. 48, R.A.M.
and Lodge, No. 146, I. 0. 0. F. He has become
well-to-do by his own energy and industry, and
has been no unimportant factor in advancing the
business interests of his adopted city.

ILLIAM M. NEI~LD. The results of integrity and square dealing are exhibited
in the business career of this gentleman,
who is one of the most enterprising of the younger
business men in Spring Valley, Greene County. He
was born in that village, and has been identified
with its business interests during the greater part
of the time since his youth, with the exception of
a short time spent upon a farm, having been engaged in some line of trade, and having taken
charge of his father's business prior to his majority. He is now manufacturing caskets and all
kinds of ornamcn tal finishing work for houses, together with furniture of various kinds.
The natal day of our subject was August 10,
1849, be bQing the second son and child of his par-
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ents, the other members of the group being Benjamin F. and Mary E., the latter of whom died
at the age of thirty years. Young Neeld was
reared in Spring Valley, obtaining a good common.
school education, and at night and on Saturdays
working at the shoemaker's trade with his father,
beginning his apprenticeship when about fourteen
years old. The close confinement affected his
health, and in his sixteenth year he went on to a
farm, where he remained until nineteen. He then
retumed to the village, carried on his father's business for a year, and then embarked as the proprietor of a meat-market and butcher shop. A
few years later he returned to the manufactme of
boots and shoes, arlding to their sale that of hats
and caps, anrl following thnt business some fifteen
years. He then sold the establishment to .J. D.
Moon, from whom he bought back the store a
year later, disposing of it in August, 1888, to
F. C. Cary. For twu or three years prior to
abandoning the mercantile business he had also
carried on a livery and undertaking establish.
ment, and during the past two years he has been
engaged in the brick business. That in which he
is now occupied was opened by him in January,
1890, and while still in its infancy gives promise
of a 5teady growth.
l\Ir. Neeld owns considerable village property,
his home being a fine brick r esidence on the bill,
which was erected under his direction, and which
is supplied with every comfort. It is presided
over by nn estimable young woman, formerly
l\Iiss Maggie E. St. John, who became his wife
November 17, 1880. She is a daughter of William and l\Iartha (Smith) St. John, of Cresar's
Creek Township. A bright and interesting group
of chilclish faces have come to bless their union,
the children bearing the names of Ralph M., Edith.
L'aul and Charley. In the training of these youthful intelligences the parents take great delight, and
are endeavoring to instill into their minds in their
early childhoocl such pdnciples as will insure their
honorable manhood and womanhood.
Mrs. Neeld belongs to the Methodist Episcopal
Church. The political suffrage of the husband is
given to the Democratic party. He has server!
ten years as a member of the School Board, ancl

for four years as a member of the Board of Trustees. He was the originator of the movement to
construct a township and corporation building, the
village now having- as one of its ornaments a fine
three-story brick structure, the lower floor occu- .
pied by township and village offices and a store
room, the second floor used as a town hall, and
the third owned by the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows. It is scarcely needful to state that by
the citizens of the village, and the surrounding
country, Mr. Neeld is rcgardecl highly, and looked
upon as one of" the most reliable and trustworthy
citizens.
Jason M. Neeld, the father of our subject, was
born in Bucks County, Pa .. July 7, .1818, and died
in this county in 1869. He had come to Spring
Valley Township in the fall of 1839, while still
a single man, and in this township married Miss
Susannah Allen, who is still living. She is a native of this township, and a daughter of Benjamin
and Rebecca (Campbell) Allen , of Virginia and
South Carolina respectively, who came to this
county in an early day. She is now quite advanced in years, having opened her eyes to the
light April 2, 1818. Jason Neeld was a manufacturer of boots and shoes from his youth until
his last illness. In politics he was a sturdy Demo<:rat, and by the members of the party anrl other
citizens was known as a man of honesty and business integrity. He filled the office of Township
Treasurer. He was a son of Joseph and Martha
Neeld, of the Keystone State.

ILLIAJ\I H. BREWER. One of the finest
farms in Miami Township, is that occupied
by the al>ove named gentleman, which comprises three hundred and eighteen acres of fine land ,
all improved in first-class style. It is now farmed
by Mr. Brewer and his two sons, but in previous
years, while under his own sole management, secured to him good financial standing, and all the
comforts of life.
Near Trenton , N. J., on the 19th of August,
1794,John G. Brewer was born. Although he lacked
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some years of man's estate when the \Yar of 1812
began, he entered the army, serving with as much
energy as those who were men in years. In 1814
he came to the Buclwye State, where be carried on
his occupation, first as a oarpenter, and later as a
farmer. In Greene County, he met and married
Sarah Ann Miller, who was born on the Blue Ridge
in Virginia, in 1798. They settled on what is now
the old Isaac Baker farm southwest of Yell ow
Springs, rearing a family of nine children, eight of
whom are now living. Both were members of religious bodies, the husband being a very prominent
man in the Presbyterian Church, in which he bore
the office of Trustee, and the wife a member of
that branch known as Scceders. Mrs . Brewer died
November 20, 1883, having then renched the age
of eighty -four years, and her husband surviving
until January, 1886, became ninety-two years old.
Their family comprised George; our subject; Becca,
now deceased; Paulina, wife of Charley Winters;
John, Charles; Sarah, wife of David Dickson;
Louisa, wife of John D. Heller; and David Russell.
The subject of this sketch was born in this
county, August 26, 1826, and received a .commonschool education, having no school privileges after
he was sixteen years old. HP- worked hard on the
farm during his early years, then spent two years
as a carpenter, worked in a tanyard a short time,
and in a stillhouse for six months. He followed a
threshing machine for twelve years, for the past
thirty-two years he bas lived on his present farm.
On June 12, 1856, the rites of wedlock were celebrated between our subject :tnd Sarah Ann Bell.
This estimable lady is the only surviving cllild of
Adam an <I Rebecca Bell, natives of Kentucky, who
came to Ohio in 1849, and who held large land interests here. She was born in 1824, received a good
education, and was well reared by bet· parents, acquiring much useful knowledge of domestic arts.
Her father died January 3, 1874, anrl her mother
,July 10, 1881, the other two children having also
been called from time to eternity. She has horne
her husband four cllildren, two sons and two
daughters: Adam married Miss Ella Wilson, and
is the father of two children; John B. married
Miss Nettie McHatton, who died leaving two children; Florence became the wife of William Gregg,
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of Xenia, and died leaving a daughter, Ada; Rebecca is deceased . The two sons live on the home
farm in the conduct of which tlley are assisting
their father.
While financial success has attended the efforts
of Mr. Brewer, be bas been in some respects unfortunate . When twenty-four years of age a horse
ran away with him, antl he received serious injmies;
in 1885 , he was caught in the main <h·iving belt of
a threshing macltine, and bad his right band badly
cut and crushed. He has always taken an interest
in politics, and votes the Republican ticket. He
has been Supervisor of this district, and though he
served creditably, is not one of those whose forte
is public !if~. His personal interests, neighborly
associations and domestic life are sufficient to occupy his thoughts and fill up the measure of his enjoyment, and keep him sufficiently occupied.

AMUEL McKNIGHT. Perhaps no man
in Greene County is !:letter enabled to enjoy life than the gentleman above-named,
who, with an income of some $2,000 per
year, and the freedom to spend the whole or a portion of it in reasonable pleasures, has also a disposition to see and learn by travel, and the gener~
ous, liberal nature which prompts him to bear a
hand in the good work going on about him . The
farm which he owns and occupies consists of thr~e
hundred acres of fine land in Spring Valley Township, the dwelling l>eing a beautiful and well-furnished one, erected since the .marriage of his
brother John.
Mr. McKnight was born September 10, 1816,
two miles east of Spring Valley village, on a farm
adjoining the one he now owns. His parents were
William and Jane (Fulton) McKnight, whose history contains many items of interest. He is a sturdy
Republican, whose first vote was cast for W'illiam
Henry Harrison, and who has not since missed a
Presidential election. He has no political aspirations
nnd would never accept an office.
The father of our subject was born June 29,
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1777, in Rocl<bridge County, Va .. and in his early
days was a teacher in his native State. He afterwru·d adopted the occupation of a farmer, having
by his professional labors earnecl money enough to
bring him West. In 1801 he went on horseback
to Woodfor<t County, Ky., where a brother was
living. There he hired as a hand on a flat-boat and
made a trip to New Orleans in the spring of 1802,
walking back to the Ohio Valley. He then made
a trip through the Buckeye State, passing over the
Janel he afterward purchased and stopping at
Cresarsville for a day or two. Thence be journeyed
through the wilderness to Chillicothe, carrying
feed for his horse as none coulrl be procureil on
the road . In the fall of 1804 he and his trother
S"mucl came to Ohio and purchased one thousand
acrrs, more or less. on the banks of Cresar's Creek
cast of ~pring Valley, paying $2,500, or $2.50 per
acre, for their purchase. When surveyed \t was
found to measure thirteen hundred acres.
In 1807, William McKnight, with his mother,
three brothers and three sisters. came from Angnsta
County, Va., with two teams of fine horses a"rl settled on this land, camping on the banks of the
creek until a shanty could be pnt op. The names
of those forming the patty were David, Samuel,
William, Robert, Hannah, Mary and Isabella, all of
whom died here except l\Iary, the wife of William
Young, of Chillicothe. Their first cabin was built
where John McKnight's residence now stands.
In 1808 William McKnight returned to Virginia
and married Jane Fulton, ·a daughter of William
and l\Iargaret (Lusk) Fulton, who was horn in
Augusta County. l\It·. Fulton was a large planter
and slave owner. He had a family of nine children, namely: Sarah, John , Mary, Elizabeth, Hugh,
William, Martha, Jane and David. He was of
Irish extraction, both .his parents having come
from the Emerald Isle. and made their settlement
in Angusta County, Va. His mother was a Miss
Boggs. Returning with his wife to Greene County,
William McKnight ereded another cabin, in which
they took up their abode. They reared six children-Hannah, .John, Margaret, Mary, Samuel and
David. Mr. McKnight served in the War of 1812,
being connected with the militia. In the early days
be was elected Justice of the Peace, but after serv-

ing one term declined further honors. He was a
stanch Whig and active in behalf of the party interests. He was a Presbytedan in his theological
views and a liberal-minded man, giving largely in
p•·oportion to his means. At his death he left an
estate of four hundrc<l and fifty acres of as fine
land as can be fouucl in the county. His wife
breathed her last August 6, 1825, and he survived
until July, 1853.
Going back another generation, we find John
McKnight, a native of Lancaster County, Pn., who
in 1755 married Mary Patterson , who was also
horn in that county, and who was seventeen years
olil when she became a bride. She was a daughter
of William Patterson, who was born in Ireland and
had learned the trade of a weaver. After settling
in Pennsylvania, he married Mrs. Hannah " ' ausin,
who had lost he•· husband and only child on the
ocean during their passage from Ireland to America. Her maiden name was Montgomery. She bore
William Patterson four or five sons and three
daughters, tbe latter being named Mary, Hannah
and Jane. Hannah married A. 1\Iont.gomery, who
removed to North Carolina prior to the Revolution ; Jane matTied a Mr. Brown. Mrs. Hannah
Wau~in was accompanied to America by a brother
and sister; the sister married a Mr. Ramsey, whose
son David was the author of "Ramsey'~ Universal
History."
After his mart·iage, John McKnight removed
from the Keystone State to Virginia, where he
died, in 1801, at the age of seventy-two years . His
widow, having come to Oltio, flied here in July,
1825, at the age of eighty-seven years. In religion
Mr. McKnight belonged to the Associate Reformed
Cbuwh, and be was decidedly opposed to slavery.
To him anil his wife ten children were born, five
of them being natives of Pennsylvania and five of
Virginia. Their names were: James, David, Hannab, Mary, John, Andrew, ~amuel, William, Robert anil Isabella. All lived to maturity.
John McKnight was the oldest of four sons and
two daughters born to his parents, his brothers
being Andrew, David and Robert. His father,
James McKnight, caJile from Scotland with a col"
ony of Covenanters that settled in Lancaster
County, Pa. He married a Miss Andrew, an
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English lady. He wps selected by the colony to
return to Scotland with a cargo of fiax seed and
bring back a minister of their faith. He disposed
of the cn.rgo to good advantage, but failed in his
efforts to secure a minister. He was again sent
across the ocean, on the second trip taking a cargo
of cherry lumber, which he lost; he succeeded,
however, in seeming a preacher for tbe colony,
who is said to have been the first minister of tbe
Covenanter Church ever in America. James McKnight wrts a carpenter, and the foot adz he used
is now a relic in the hands of his great-grandson,
our subject.
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ACOB HAYNES is a leading citizen of
Sugar Creek Township, Greene County, and
I we m·a y say of Bellbrook, as his fine farm
I~W lies partly within the corporate limits of
1!Jnt vilhtge. His character is a strong one, wbere
good juclgment and an abunnancc of common sense,
together with a keen sense of honor and a just
pride, are prominent traits. The famil_v from
which he derives l!is descent is an honorable and
loyal one, and its members have left a worthy
record wherever their path in life bas led them.
His grandfather Haynes W!tS a very early settler in
Hoop Pole Township, Ross County, and his body
now lies )leside tllat of his wife in the front yard
of their old homestead near Chillicothe. Capt.
,Jacoh Haynes, an uncle of this gentleman, was an
officer in the Revolutionary Army, and was buricrl
at Shepardstown, Va., with the following inscription upon his tombstone: "In memory of Capt.
Jacob Haynes, who was horn July 30,1761, anrl
departed this life April 16, 1835, aged seventythree years, eight months, seventeen days. His
widow lies buried beside him."
The father of our subjeCt bore the same given
name as his own. He was born in Pennsylvania,
February 16, 1787, hut for many years lived at
Harper's Ferry, Va., where he was employed in
the. Government Armory for twenty-six years. In
that city he married Miss Mary Reed, o. Mtive of
t!Je Old Dominion, whose father had emigrated
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from Ireland, and now lies buried in the cemetery
at Harper's Ferry. He was a well-known and a
very popular miller. Mrs. Mary Haynes died in
tbe city in which her marriage took place in 1827,
after an illness of nine weeks, when in the twentyninth year of her age. She possessed an amiable
character, was kind and affectionate in all her relations of life, and her death was a sore bereavement
to many friencls. She left a family of four children, two of whom are yet living, namely: our
subject and a brother, Robert P., whose home is at
Perry, Jefferson County, Kan. Tbe father again
married, choosing as his companion Mrs. Sarah
Marmaduke, a widow, who bore him one cilildVirginia S., who is now living at Dayton .
. The Haynes family came to Dayton. Ohio, in
May, 1837, and .Jacob Haynes, Sr., bought a farm
in Montgo.mery County, remaining there until
1857. He then removed to Bellbrook. this county,
wbere he spent the remainder of his life, closing
his eyes tO ·earthly tl1ings April 6, 1874. While in
Montgomery County he was numbered among the
prominent citizens and held all the townsbip offices.
During the War of 1812 he served gallantly in the
American army, taking part in the battle of Braldensburg, and when the city of Washington was
. burned by the Bl'itisb army, walking from Harper's
Ferry to a point where be could witness the conflagration.
The gentleman whose name introduces this
sketch was born September 12, 1824, at Harper's
Ferry, Va., passing his youth in his native place,
obtaining a good common-school education there,
and continuing his studies after reaching this State.
He remainerl with his father until 1856, when be
came from Montgomery County to Bellbrook, engaging in mercantile business and farming. He J'emained in bnsineS8 for a couple Of years, when he
trarled out, obtaining the Haynes and Harner mill,
which he renterl and finally disposed of, devoting
his whole attention to husbandry. During the
war, from 1861 to 1865, he was again engaged in
mercantile pursuits in the village, selling out to
Messrs. Austin, and giving close attention to the
cultivation of his farm, on which lie yet remains,
and to which his time is still rlevoted. The estate
comprises over fifty acres of valuable land, and
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was formHly the home of old Stephen Bell, the
ol'iginal propl'ietor of the village of Bellbrook; the
house, whieh is still fit for occupancy, was built
prior to 1817. The land opposite formerly belonged to John McLean, Chief Justice of the Supreme Uourt.
The maniage of Mr. H aynes and l\Iiss . Charlotte
Arlams was celebrated November .5, 1860. The
bride was born at Newbury, Vt., SBptemhcr 15 ,
1837, her ancestml line being one of the best in
the country, anrl many of her connections notable
in literature, the learnerl p•·ofessions, anrl for their
loynlty an<l public spirit. She attended the High
School at Camuridge, Mass., the F.:mnle Colleg e
at Oxford, Ohio, and also studied in Lyman,
N . Y. Not only did she acquire a liberal education, hut she also received instrnetion in various
aecomplishments in which her t!\lents fitted her to
excel. She is a very fine musician, and has manifested a high degree of talent in art, many oil
paintings done by her hand adorning the walls of
her beautiful home. Although the house in which
she lives has been built for many years, it has a
look of comfort and home-Iikenes3, and is finely
furnished, the works of art and a well-selected and
large library giving evidence of the culture of
those who reside within its walls.
The family of M r. and Mrs. Haynes included
eight children, six of whom are now living: A<lelina is proficient in music and is thoroughly educated, one year of her time having been spent at
the High School at Washington, D. C. The second son, Maurice P., has a very fine tenor voice
and has received good instruction in voice cu lture;
he now belongs to the Bostonians' Opera Company,
which is traveling to the Pacific Coast. The other
members of the family circle are: Adelina, Eloise,
Rosalie and Mary Emma Cheney. Although the
talents of this bright group vary, all manifest decided ability and intelligence, and having been
given the best advantages which their years would
warrant, they are well fitted to fill an extended
sphe re of usefulness in life. All of the family except the father and the baby are members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church.
The father of Mrs. Haynes was Dr. Charles
Adams, who was well known throughout New

England and in this State, both as a teacher and as
an educator, anrl was also a prominent writer and
the author of many books. He died January 19,
1890, in Washington, D. C., where be was living
with a daughter, the widow of Prof. Barnes, a
celebrated educator anrl the author of the "History of the Thirty-ninth Congress" and "The Body
Politic." The mother of Mrs. Haynes is still living, is now eighty-one years of age and quite
fe eble. She bore the maiden name of Sarah Emery
l'orte1·, an<l is the daughter of a Congregational
minister who bad been in aetive work over half a
century, and belonged to the old New England
family of Porters Dr. and l\frs. Adams were the
parents of seven children. One of them, Capt.
Edward Adams, a very young man, was killed at
the re-taking of Jaekson, Miss., by Geu. ShermaJJ,
and was refened to most doquently by Gov.Yates in
a public address. Another son, Charles, was a
Lieutenant Colonel under Grant at Cairo, and is
now living at Washington, D. C. _Another son,
George H., is a graduate of Harvard College anrl
Law School, and is practicing his profession in
New York City; he has recently been Assistant
United States Attorney there. He maJTied into
the Holmes family.
Mr. Haynes has been a member of the Board of
Education in Bellbrook for twenty years. In 1862
he planted the trees that now adom the school
grounds. He was Appraiser of Real Estate in
1870, and while living in Montgomery County was
Township Clerk an<l Township Assessor. During
the term of Gov. Allen he received the five.years
appointment as one of the managers of the Ohio
Soldiers' and Sailors' Orphans' Home. His associates were: Gen. Durbin Ward, Gen. J. Wanen
Keifer, Dr. George Keifer, of Troy, and Dr. 0.
White, of Toledo, and upon the organization of
the Board he was appointed Secretary, Gen. Ward
becoming !'resident; from 1870 to 1876 he was a
Director, Secretary and Treasurer of tbe Dayton &
Wilmington Turnpike Company, ha'ling been the
unanimous choice for these positions.
He is
actively interested in politics, and is a leader
in the Democratic party, and as the township
in which be lives is Republican by about fifty
majority, his incumbency of any public office in.
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dicates his fitness of mind and character for places
of trust. He refused the appointment to the National Democratic Convention at Baltimore in
1872, although he has attended other National
Conventions, having been present at those whi~b
nominated Buchanan, Douglas, Greeley and Hanco~k.
He bas been identifierl with the Odd Fellows fraternity.
His mind being thoroughly
stored and his memory very retentive, he is an
cncyclopredia of facts and events, and the time
spent in his soci<Jty is by no means lost.

'VlLLIAl\1 S. THOMPSON. This name is
familiar to a large portion of the leading
residents of Clark County, as he who
bears it is the well-known owner of "West View
Farm," and looked upon as one of its most useful
and entupring citizens. He bas been successful
in life, both as a farmer and business man, and makes
his headquarters at an attractive homestead on section 31, Moorefield Township, where for the past
few years he has given much attention to the breeding of fine stock. He is a native of Clark County,
aud was bom September 25, I 832. His parents,
Christopher and Mary (Wintersgill) Thompson,
were natives of Yorkshire, England, and of English
ancestry as far back as the records go. They emigrated to America in the summer of 1831, and
came directly to Clark County, this State, where
they were subsequently married.
The father of our subject located first in German Township, where be lived one year, then removed to what is now the tlourishing city of
Springfield, but which was then only a village. He
occupied himself in various pursuits for a few
years, and finally purchased a stone quarry on Buck
Cree]{, which he operated profitably, furnishing
large quantities of stone for the building up of the
ctty. He also had lime kilns, ancl shipped burnt
lime in every direction, although his principal
market for this oom,-uodity was Cincinnati. In one
year alone he put out one hundred ·a nd eighty
thousand bushels. He ever maintained a warm
interest in the growth and prosperity of the city,
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and is looked upon as having contributed largely to
the promotion of its best interests. He became
well-to--do and ass1sted in the organization of the
Lagonda National Bank, of which he was President at the time of his death. He departed this
life at his honJC in Springfield, in February, 1880.
Politically, Christopher Thompson was originally a
Whig, and upon the abandonment of the old party
became an ardent Republican. A man liberal and
public-spirited. be was the encourager of every
worthy enterprise, and his name is still held in
kindly remembrance by those who knew him.
The father of our subject landed upon American soil with a capital of four English sovereigns,
and from that small beginning he amassed a fortune of $150,000. His honesty was unimpeachable
and he filled many positions of trust and responsibility. In religious matters his views conformed
to the doctrines of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
of which he was a faithful and consistent member
for many years. He assisted in the organization
of the High Street Methodist Episcopal Church,
aud contributed liberally both to the support of
the society and in the erection of the church
building. The poor always found in Christopher
Tl:wmpson an unfailing friend, be looking npou
those less fortunate than himself as having _a claim
upon him which he was always conscientious in
fulfilling.
To the parents of our subject there was born a
family of seven children, six of whom are living,
namely: 'Villiam S., our subject; Dorothea A., the
wife of Richard Johnson, of Springfield; Richard
R., a resident of Story County, Iowa; Mary, Mrs.
J. A. Hayward, of Springfield, this State; Emma,
the wife of the Rev. Lucian Clark, D.D., a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church in New
York City, and assistant editor of the Christian
Advocate; and Ali~e the wife of Lieut. F. S. Rice,
of the United States Army. John: P. died at the
age of fourteen years.
The subject of this sketch was reared to manhood in his native county, and remembers the time
when the city_ of Springfield was in its infancy.
Until about 1881 he occupied himself as a stone
contractor, and at lime burning, and like his
father before him was very successful. He ac-
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quired his education mostly in the schools of
Springfield, conducted mainly under the auspices
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and under the
instruction of P•·of. Solomon Howar<l, D .D., who
was l:'l'incipal a number of years. Prof. Howard
subsequently became President of the Ohio University at Athens, anit has gained a wide reputation among the educators of the Buckeye State.
Mr. Thompson contracted matrimonial ties April
24, 1860, with Miss Matilda C. Layton. There have
been born to them three children-Ralph P., Mary
B., who employs herself as a music teacher in San
Diego, Cal.; and Earl W. Mr. Thompson purchased most of the land constituting his present
farm in 1876, but did not locate upon it until
1881. He is now the owner of three hundred and
fifty-six acres, the most of which is under a good
state of cuitivaLion. Besides Short-horn cattle,
Mr. Thompson makes a specialty of Shetland
ponies, which is proving a very profitable industry. Politically, be is a sound Republican, and belon gs to the Masonic fraternity at Springfield. In
January, 1890, he was elected Vice-President of
the Lagonrla National Bank at Springfield, in
which he bas for some tim e been a stockholder.
To the various enterpl'ises calculated for the growth
and prosperity of the city, he has always, like his
father before him, been a liberal contl'ibutor, and
he is one whose name will J,e held in. kindly remembrance long after be bas rleparted hence.
A podrait of Mr. Thompson is shown on another
page of this volnme.

OHN KAY. A goodly proportion of the
residents of Greene County at·e native-born
citizens-the sons of those who came hither
in the primitive days, and hewed out for
themselves a home from the wilderness. Mr. Kay
may be properly mentionerl as among these, and
was born in Spring Valley Township, .January 19,
1852. Of this township his parents, Samuel and
Millie (Peterson) Kay, were also natives, where
they were reareit and marrierl October 28, 1847.
There were born to them three children-Mary,
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who dieit young; Martha, the wife of John DeHaven, of Taylor County, Iowa, and John, our
subject.
Samuel A. Kay was a farmer by occupation, and
departed this life in his prime, December 12, 1863.
His wife died a year later, anrl thus at the early
age of twelve years the subject of this notice was
left an orphan. The parents were both mem hers
in goorl standing of the Methodist Episcopal
Cllllrch, and the father, politically, was . a sound
Republican. The patemal grandfather, John E.
Kay, was horn in New Jersey, whence he emigraterl
to Philadelphia, and when r.. young man came to
Harveysburg, this State, with his grandfather
Bates. In this vicinity he spent the remainder of
his life. After coming to Ohio he was marrieit to
Miss Marindn Haynes, and there was born to them
one child only, a son, Samuel A., the father of our
subject.
After his mnJTiage Samuel Kay settled in Spring
Valley Township, locating, in 1854, on a farm just
north of New Burlington. This comprises ninetyseven acres of land, which he cultivated until his
death, August 31, 1882, at the age of seventyfour years. The wife survived her husband less
than a year, her rleath taking place .May 19, 1883;
she was seventy-two years olit. Mr. Kay voted
for Lincoln the first time he ran for President, but
after the war allied himself with the Democratic
party. Both he and his wife united with the
Methodist Episcopal Chuwh, of which they re.
mained consistent members until their rleath. The
family is of English origin.
The &ubject of this notice acquired a commonschool education, and after the death of his parents made his home with his Granrlfather Kay.
There fell to his portion ninety-six acres of land.
He was married September 29, 1875, to Miss Alice
E. Rowe, who was born in Ross County, this State,
October 3, 1851. Mrs. Kay is the daughter of
William P. and Sarah (Baird) Rowe, the former of
whom was born September 19, 1815, in Vermont.
He came to this State, settling at Washington
Court-House when a young man,. and was subsequently married. He first settled near Greenfield, then removed to the vicinity of Wilminaton
and in 1869 changed his residence to New Bui1ing:
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ton. There his deatll took place October 28, 1889.
The wife and mother had preceded her husband to
the silent land, her death taking place in October,
1883. Five of the seven children born to them
lived to mature years, viz.: James, who served in
the Seventy-ninth Ohio Infantry during the late
war, and is now a resident of Hillsboro; Jennie,
who became the wife of Witworth DcvVolfe, of
New Burlington, and died January 27,1876; .John,
who died in the hospital at Baltimore during the
late war; Adolphus, a resident of Xenia, and
Alice E.
Willinm Rowe was a carpenter by trade, and
traced his ancestry to England. Mr. and Mrs.
Kay arc the parents of one child only, Carrie C.,
who was born in September, 1876. Another member of their family is a young girl, Esther 1\fonis,
who has made her home with them for some years.
Mr. and Mrs. Kay arc members in good standing of
the Methodist Episcopal Church.

EORGE W. HADDIX, proprietor of the
Haddix Lime Kiln, is ona of the oldest settlers of Mad River Township, Clark County,
and in all respects a representative citizen. He
came to this region during the early days and had
a full experience of life on what was then the frontier. By the exercise of unflagging industry and
perseverance, he accumulated a competence and is
now independent, financially, solely through his
own exertions. Besides the industry mentioned,
he is the owner of one hundred and ninety-nine and
one-half acres of choice land, occupying a portiOn
of sections 23 and 29.
In noting the parental history of the subject of
this sketch we find tb<tt he is the offspring of a
subs~antial old family anfl the son of John Haddix,
a native of Greenbrier County, in what is now
West Virginia. The latter was born In 1791. The
paternal grandfather, Nimrod Haddix, likewise a
nntive of the Old Dominion, emigrated to the Territory of Ohio, in 1801, and loc•ted in Mad River
Township. He, however, spent the most of his
time with his son, John, on the farm which the
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latter entered from the Government. He enlisted
in the War of 1812, but was compelled to return
home on account of illness. He met his death accidentally in 1816. While pitching a load of hay
the horses started and he fell backward to the
ground, breaking his neck, from which death ensued at once.
The father and paternal grandfather of our subject traveled mostly on foot from Virginia to Ollio,
having two pack horses to carry their cooking
utensils and goods. John Haddix took up a tract
of Government lnnd comprising a farm, now occupied by his son George. He constructed a rude
log house and commenced life in true pioneer
style, tilling the soil with rude implements and persevering through every difficulty until at last he
found himself on the high road to prosperity. He
subsequently served in the War of 1812 and fought
the Indians unitet· Capt. Shingledecker. In the
early days the nearest trailing point and depot for
supplies was tile unimportant hamlet of Cincinnati.
Mr. Haddix, in addition to farming, gave considerable attention to stock-mising. He was a skilled
bunter, and when first coming to this section kept
the family supplied with choice wild meats.
The father of. our subjeet was successful in the
accumulation of property and became the owner
of four farms in l\Ia<l I~iver Township, these aggregating in all four hundred and forty-four acres,
besides eight hundred acres in Jasper County, Ind.
As a result of a temperate life and correct habits, he
was Ileal thy and vigorous, with an iron constitution.
His industry and energy scarcely forsook him until
his death, in the spring of 1888, at the age of ninety-seven years. Until three months before this
event he maintained his usual place with the family. He was a Whig until the abandonment of the
old party and then identified himself with the Republicans.
The mother of our subject bore the maiden name
of Sarah Cox. She was born in New Jersey and
was the daughter of .Judge John Cox. further mention of whom is made in the sketch of Mrs. E. S.
Wallace on another page in this volume. Grandfnther Uox spent his last years in Osborn. Mrs.
Sarah (Cox) Haddix departed this life at her
home in this township in 1869. She performed all
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her rluties in life faithfully as wife, mother an<l
fl"ienrl, and rlied in the faith of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. The seven children of the parental family were named respectively: Malinda,
now Mrs. McCullough, aurl residing with her sons
in Texas; William, John R., Nimrorl, Sarah l\Iona
and Maria, all deceased.
George Haddix, the subject of this notice, was
next to the youngest of his parents' children, ani!
was born at the homestead where he now resides,
September 16 , 1828. He obtained such education
"" the primitive schools afforded, and at an early
age was taught to make himself useful around the
fat·m. He drove an ox-team, assisted in clearing
the land and remained a member of the parental
household until a young man of twenty.three
years. He then began doing for himself, renting
a portion of his father's land, which he farmed on
shares. He was taught by llis father the art of
hunting and brought down many a fine deer in his
boyhoo<l clays, besides running foxes and treeing
coons. He admits that he would rather hunt than
eat any time.
Young Haddix, in 1854, ler,ving his native
ho.unts, emigrated to Jasper County, Incl., and
purchased two hundred acres of wild lt<ncl. He
operated upon it until 1861, making various im.
provemenls and bringing the soil to a good state
of culiivaLion. Then selling out, be returned to
Clark Count.y , and locating upon one of his father's
farm , sojourned there for seven years. Then he
removed to the old homestead, which fell to llis
sho.re in the division of his father's estate. Here
likewise he has effected many improvements and
has now three t<'nement houses, besides his own
dwelling. The land is very fertile and Mr. Haddix has constructed a levee along Mad River,
which at times was inclined to overflow its banks.
This river is a never-failing stream, watered by
three springs, which have been never known to
nm dry. The farm is located within one quarter
of a mile of Osborn, being thus convenient to
m><rket, and Mr. Haddix mal;es a specialty of
grain and stock, the latter comprising mostly
graded cattle and swine. He utilizes four teams in
the operations of the farm, and is now the father
of four sturdy boys, who relieve him of much

care and labor, by looking after the farm . In 1882
1\lr. Haddix contracted with the Dayton Gas Company to furnish lime and ho.s in operation a good
kiln with a capacity of four llundred bushels.
One of the most interesting and important events
in the life of our su bje_c t was his marrio.ge, which
was celebrated July 18, 1853, with Miss Harriet
Casarl, nt the bride's home, in Fairfield. Mrs. Haddix was born in Fairfield, and is the daughter of
Reuben Camel and wife, who were natives of New
Jersey and early settlers of Clark County. Mr.
Casad was a blacksmith by trade, which he followed during his younger years, but later be
turned his attention to farming. The nine children born of this union are recorded as follows:
Clara B. became the wife of Frederick Tbayers, who
is now deceased, and she resides in Omaha, Neb.;
Martin lives at the homestead and works o. part of
the farm; Lillie marricrl Joseph Naden, and lives
in Columbus, Ohio; Charles, Emma, Frank and
George remain on the home farm; ,Jennie died
when fourteen years old , and John died at the
age of one year.
Mr. Haddix, politically, like his honored father,
is a sound Republican. He takes an active interest in local affairs and frequently ol!iciates as a
delegate to the various conventions. He cares
very little for office, although serving as Road
Supervisor two years. Religiously, he belongs to
the Lutheran Church.

PRANK C. RUNYAN, a worthy member
!If'& of the dental profession of Springfield, has
@
been a life-long resident of Clark County,
which is the county of his birth, this event taking place in Pleasant Township, May 5, 1838.
He comes of substantial stock, being the son of
John Runyan who was born near Clarksburg.
W. Va., July 4, 1812. His paternal grandfather,
George Runyan, it is believed, was a native· of the
same State, where he was reared and married .
Grandfather Runyan remained a resident of Virginia until 1814, then removed with his family to
Ohio, locating in who.t is now Pleasant Township,
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Clark County. The country was thinly settled and
Indians were frequenLly to be seen prowling arouncl.
deer, bear, wild turkeys and other animals were
plentiful. Grandfather Runyan bough! a tract of
!ltnd upon which he built a log house, commenced
clearing the forests around him and in due time
built up" comfortahle hom e in the wilderness. No
railt·oads were built for many years afterward and
the farm products of the pioneers were drawn to
Cincinnati overland with teams.
Upon the farm which he thus opened up, Grandfather Runyan spent the remainder of his life. He
WM married in early manhood to Miss Susanah
Lynch, a native of his own State and who also died
at the old farm. Both the grandparents were devout Christians and religious meetings were often
held at their house. In politics, Grandfather Runyan was a stanch Whig. He was a man respected
in his community, honest and uprig!Jt in his dealings and made for himself a record of which his
descendants may be justly proud .
John Runyan, th e father of our subject spent
his e~rly years amid the quiet pursuits of farm life
in the new country and when reaching man's estate
was married April 13, 1837, to Miss America M.
Skillman . They located on a part of the father's
farm to which he aclded by subsequent purchase
and resided there until his death, November 4,
1886. Mrs. Runyan is still living at the old homestead. Her father, David Skillman was born in
New Jersey where he attenrled the public schools
and later became a student at Princeton College.
When leaving the college he learned the trade of a
tailor, and was a pioneer at this business at
Springfield, being in fRet one of the first men pmsu ing this calling in the town . He finally removed to ln<liana, locating in Connorsville where
be resirlerl a few years, then returned to Springfield and about 1835 purchased a farm in Pleasant
Township. He operated this a few years, then
removed to Catawba where he spent the remainder
of his life.
The paternal grandmother of our subject bore
the maiden name:of Sarah C. Cary. She was born in
Cineinnati, Ohio, and was a daughter of Abraham
Cary, an uncle of Alice and Phcebe Cary, who will
be remembered as literary women of more than or-
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dinary talent and who died a few years since.
Abraham Cary was a pioneer of Hamilton County,
this State, and its first Sheriff. He owuerl a farm
at Walnut Hill. In 1804, he removed to what is
now Clark County, and purchMed a large to·act of
land, a part of which is now included in the city
limits and the balance is the well-known Penen
farm. He there spent hi s last days. Grandmother
Cary rlied a shoo·t time later. Mrs. Skillman was
quite young upon coming to Clark County, and
after the deaths of her parents lived with an olcler
sister, Mrs. Shipman, until her marriage at the age
of fifteen years. She spent her last years with her
children.
Tbe subject of this sketch was refired on the farm
and attended the district school during his boy .
hood days, after which he pursued his studies at
Witten berg College. When nineteen years old llC
went to Sparta, Wis. with his uncle, James Skillman, a photographer, and engagerl in that business with him until 1864. Then returning to
Springfield, he, in 1865, commencer] the study of
dentistry under the instructions of Dr. Phillips.
Subsequently he entered the Ohio College of Dentistryat Cincinnati, from which_ he was graduated in
1872. In the meantime he pm·chased the office of
Dr. Phillips of whicb he took charge immediately
after his graduation ancl of which be bas since retained possession.
Dr. Runyan was maoTied November 5, 1873, to
Miss Georgia V. Drnry. Mrs. Runyan wa~ born
July 20, 1844, in Aroostook County, Me., and is
a daughter of the late well-known ,Jonas Drury,
who was a native of Temple, Me. Mr. Drury is
duly represented on another page in this work.
He was the son of Uo e Hon. John Dmry, a native of
Massachusetts, and t he grandson of 'Villiam Drury
who was also born in tbat State and was of English parentage. William Drury spent his entire
life in the Bay Fltate. His son John, the grandfather of Mrs. Runyan, WM a non-commissioned
officer and commanded a company in the war of
1812. He served in the Main e Legislature and
was for many years n minister of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, preaching in different parts of
the Pine Tree State; he died at Jay, that State.
The maiden name of Grandmother Drnry was

820

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

Annie Mitchell. flhe was a native of Massachusetts, and died at Wilton, Me. Her son, Jonas,
was reared in his nntive State and became a civil
engi neer. Later he went to Rhode Island and
taught school in and around Providence three or
fom years. We next tinct him in Aroostook
County, Me., where he purchased a large tract of
land which he named "Crystal Plantation" and was
the means of having the post-office located on his
farm, this also being namecl C•·ystal. He was stirring and enterprising an<l in company with others
surveyed a lnrge portion of that section of the State.
In 1856, Jonas Drury emigrated to Ohio an .l settling in Springfield commenced acting as agent
and traveling in the interest of various machine
companies until the outbreak of the Civil War.
He enlisted as a Union soldier under one of the
early calls for troops and participated in the chase
after Morgan. Later he was engaged in the civil
service and assisted in disintening over ten thousnnd bodies of Union soldiers w lJO had perished on
Southern battle fields having th em removed to a
permanent place of sepulture. lllr. Drury was one
of the most remarkable weather prophets of the age.
H; kept a diary for the long perio<l of sixty-five
years and , with the exception of a few papers which
were accid entally burned, his observations have
been carefully preserved, fum ishing meteorlogical
records which have proved of inestimable V'llue to
history and science. Among other predictions was
that of a destructive tornado at Xenia which occu rrecl several <lays after his prediction.
Mr. and Mrs. Runyan are the parents of two
children-Edith L. and Frank E. !\Irs. Rnnyan is
a finely educated lady, having attended the high
sehool at Springfield and being graduated from the
Ohio Female College in 1862. f:ihe possesses more
than ordinary talents as a Wl"iter, beginning her
literary labors in 1879, in the columns of that popular fashion journal A.nd>·ew's Bazaar. She subsequently began writing for the Ladies Home
Jour11al of Philadelphia, Pa. She has been editorially and otherwise connected with the Ladies
Home Companion, th e Woman's News, the New
Em, tl!e Beacon, and other leading journals. Sbe
is t.he author of "Penny Feathers" which was published in the Daily Republic and other papers

and which attracted much attention. Mrs. Runyan has two sisters, one of whom, Josie, is the wife
of Albert 'Villiams, now deceased. Mnry married
Ed B. Reifsnider and lives in this city.
Dr. Runyan belongs to Clark Lodge No. 101, F.
& A. 1\f.; Springfield Council, No. 17, R. & S. M.;
Springfield Chapter, No. 48, R. A. M.; Palestine
Comman<lery, No. 33, K. T.; Protective and
Benevolent Order of Elks and the Mystic Circle.
Professionally, he is a member of tl!e Mad River
Valley Dental Society .and Vicc-Presictent of the
Ohio State Dental Association.
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EORGE CONFER. This gentleman occupies the post of honor as the head of one of
the finest families in Miami Township,
Greene County. It is safe to presume that
a man's surroundings are usunlly the indication of
his character, l!is principles and his tastes. Mr.
Confer's home is undoubted ly the abode of cu lture
and refinement, while by his indust•·y he has been
enabled t"t> gather around himself and family all
of the comforts and many of the luxuries of life.
Well educated, fond of books, music nnd art, the
l:lOusehold forms one of the happiest families ft is
the lot of the biographer to meet. Mrs. Confer is
in all respects the equal of her husband, an amiable,
intelligent lady, who still retains her youthful appearance, with whom time h~s dealt lightly and who
is th orough ly devoted to her home and her family.
The household is a model one and the proprietor
enjoys in a marked degree the esteem and confidence of his neighbors. A sketch of his brother,
William G. Confer, also a prominent resident of
Miami Township, will be found on another page in
this volume.
The subject of this notice was the t!Jird child of
his parents and was born Febru11ry 8, 1827, in
Washingtvn County,Md. He was seven years old
when he was brought by his parents to Ohio and
received such education as was afforded by the pioneer schools, l"'llicb , however, was quite limited.
He remained at borne on the fa1·m until after his
father's denth, :md at the age of thirty-f.:;ur years
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was married, May 2, 1861, to Miss Ann M. John·
son. After his marriage he settled on a farm
three-fourths of a mile southwest of Yellow Springs,
but a year later came to his present place, where,
he has since resided. It bore little resemblance
then to its present cond ition, the only improvements being a log house and barn and be commenced at first principles in the cultivation of the
soil, which was largely in its primitive condition.
He occupied the first dwelling until about 1879,
when be put up his present residence. The necessary barns and out-buildings have been added from
time to time and are all that is required for the
shelter of stock and the storage of grain. Mr. Confer subsequently increased his landed area and is
now the owner of two hundred acres, al l of which
is in a good state of cultivation, enclosed with neat
!lnd substantial fencing and yields to the proprietor a handsome income.
Mr. Confer came t.o his present farm with a cash
capital of twelve and one-half cents. It is scarceiy
~ecessary to say that it. required close economy for
several years to make both ends meet, and in his
labors and struggles he was nobly assisted by his
patient and cou.m geous wife. In due time the
household circle included six children, the eldest
of whom, a daughter, Maryetta, is· now the wife of
Jo:ieph Fernando Shoemal<er, and they live at Goes
Station, Greene County. They are the parents of
one child, Cora May. George Albert married Miss
AnnaL. Fogle; they live at the home farm and have
two sons, Fernando W. and one unnamed. The
remaining children-Arthur Upton, William W.,
Howard T. and Susanna, remain at home with their
parents. :Mr. Confer's children have all been given
good ad vantages and are well fitted for an honorable position in life.
Mr. and 111rs. Confer are members in good standing of the German Reformed Church. Mr. Confer,
politically, is an active adherent of the Republican party and keeps himself thoroughly posted
upon current events. He has been a member of
the School Board for a nnm ber of years and at
one time was Township Supervisor. A library of
choice books furnishes to the family abundant
reading matter, assisted by the weekly papers anci
various monthly periodicals. The daughters are
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good musicians an<l a cottage organ frequently assists in affording pleasure and recreation to their
family and their friends.
Mrs. Confer was born April 15, 1841, in Greene
County, Ohio. and is a daughter of James l\i. and
Catherine (Ehrler) Johnson, who were natives respectively of Kentucky and France. The mother
came to the United Staks early in life, settling
with her father in Clark County, this State, and
remaining with bim until her marriage. Afterward
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson settled on a farm in Miami
Township, Greene County, where the mother died
in 1849. Mr. Johnson was married a second time
and is still living with his second wife, being now
seventy-seven years old. Of his first marriage
there were born three children, only two of whom
are living-Mrs. Confer and her sister, Derizah,
the wife of .1ohn W. Beeth, of Streator, Ill.; the
latter haS- three children.
The father of our subject was George Confer,
Sr., a native of Maryland, who married Miss Elizabeth Bowman, of the same State. They emigrated
to Ohio in 1834, and settled on the farm now owned
and occupied by their son William G. The father
departed this life in 1857 and the mother in 1871.
They were the parents of five children, four. of
whom are living.

D

ELSON A. FULTON, Postmaster at Xenia,
and Secretary of the Board of Trust.ees of
the Soldiers' and Sailors' Orphans Home, is
is a man of high character, well and favorably
known throughout the county. His fath er, Dr.
Robert Fulton, was born in Baltimore, Md ., in
1811, and brought to Chillicothe, Ohio, when a
a child. There he grew to mantood and acquired
a good education, after which he studied medicine
in w·arren County with Dr. Thacker, beginning his
practice in Clinton County, where he was also .engaged in the mercantile business. He subsequently
went out of business, and opened an office at
Lynchburg, where h e devoted himself to his profession for thirty years. He is still living but
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has retired from practice. He has held the different official positions in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, in which he has been a local minister for
sixty years and quite noted as a pulpit orator. He
belongs to the Republican party, and has been a
prominent r,o!itical speaker, acquiring a wi<.le reputation during the Kan8as struggles. He is a
member of the Odd Fellows fraternity and at one
time was Grand Chaplain of the State.
Dr. Fulton married Miss Mary lllorgan, of Warren County . Ohio, who bore him eight children
who grew to maturity and are still living. The
The first-born, Theodore, is in business at Cincinnati, hi~ home being at Lynchburg; Adelia, now
l\Irs. John L. West, lives in Hillsboro; the third in
order of birth is our subject; Theodocia is now
lllrs. W. L. West, of Clinton Valley; Mary E. is
the wife of W. Miller, of Martinsville; S. Q. lives
in Milwaukee, Wis., and is manager of the Northwestern Adamant Manufacturing Company; Laura
is the wife of Samuel Peale, of Lynchburg;Robert
S. resides at Germantown. The mother of the
f:unily died in 18~8, at the age of seventy-four
years.
Nelson Fulton, of whom we write, was born in
'Varren County, March 15, 1839, and remainecl
with his pare,;ts until 1860, when he engaged in
business in Cincinnati, where he was at the breaking out of the Civil War. He enlisted for the three
months' s<:rvice in Company C, Thirteenth Ohio
Infantry, his captain being Don Piatt; and afterward re-enlisted for three years in Company D,
Eleventh Ohio Infantry. During tlw first year of
the service be was in 'Vest Vjrginia, going through
the battles of Cotton l\Jountain and Hawk's Nest.
ln 1862, the regiment went with Gen. Cox to
Eastern Virginia and participated in the second
battle of Bull Run, Monocacy, South Mountain
and Antietam. On the latter field of battle the
Eleventh stormed the bridge, theit· colonel being
killed during the charge.
The regiment was then ordered back to West
Yirginia and went into winter quarters at Somerville. While there they were sent one night on a
thit ty.mile scout ancl succeeded in their attempt to
capture a rebel out-post. The weather turned cold
very suddenly, the mercury falling to twenty.four

below zero, and a deep snow covering the ground; many of the Union soldiers were badly frozen an<l
they obliged the rebels to run in order to keep
them from freezing as they were poorly clothed.
Both victors and vanquished endured great suffering on that occasion. After the battle of Stone
River the command in West Virginia was ordered
out of winter quarters and sent to Tennessee in
January, 1863. They went by river from Kanawha
Falls to Carthage, Tenn., on Rosecrans' extreme
left, Gen. Crook in command of the division.
While there they bad to forage for themselves and
horses and fight for their supplies every day with
Wheeler's Cavalry. On April 14, Gen. Crook
took the entire brigade across the river to give
Wheeler battle. A detachment of the Eleventh
and Eighty-ninth regiments were mounted, and
under command of Captain Spears, of the First
Tennessee Cavalry, were ordered to skirmish with
Wheeler.
While on this mission Mr. Fulton was captured
by tbe Eleventh Texas Cavalry, and after being
confined at Chattanooga, Knoxville and Lynchburg, was finally sent to Libby Prison, where he
was detained forty days. Seven hundred prisonet·s
were then taken to City Point and paroled; there
they were paid off and sent to their respective
States. Mr. Fulton came to Columbus on parole
and his term of service having nearly expit·ed he was
discharged June 20, 1864. From hard service and
the poor fate which he had while in prison he contmcted chronic rheumatism which permanently
crippled him in both feet.
After heing mustered out of the service li:It·. Fulton acted as chief clerk under Maj. Starr in a
mustering and disbursing office in Columbus, remaining there eight months. He then went to
Cincinnati and engaged as a salesman in a wholesale dry-goods bouse, sojourning in the Queen City
of tbe Ohio twelve years. In 1876 he removed to
Xenia, embarked in mercantile business for himself and carried on a successful business career for
thirteen years, when having received his appointment of Postmaster, he sold out to George A.
Thompson, whom he had brought up in the business.
:Mr. Fulton has been an active Republican
wOl'ket· but n0t a pulitical aspirant, the fine petition
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wllich was sent to President Harrison, asking his
appointment as Postmaster, bearing the signatures
of the best citizens of buth city and cou nty. His appoiutment was received on September 6, 1880. The
office is a free delivery one, employing twelve
clerks. Mr. Fulton has been Chairman of the Republican Executive Comnoitte two years. He belongs to the Masonic fraternity nn<l to the Grand
Army of the Republic. He is a member in gc•od
standin g of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
In Highland County, Ohio, in September 1863,
Mr. Fulton was united in marriage with Miss Hannah Craham, whose womanly graces and virtues
had won his r~gard, as they do the respect of her
acquaintances. She is a daughter of Robinson and
Elizabeth (Strain) Graham, who owned and operated a farm upon which Mrs. Fulton lived until
het· marriage. The only child of 1\fr. and Mrs.
Fulton died in infancy.

BDAEL G. KILER.
It is said of the
subject of this notice that be bas been one
]J(l of tlte most useful men in his community.
(J/)}
He has certainly been very active and
industrious, and maintained a uniform interest in
the welfare and advancement of his township, being concerned in the building of most of its
ch urches, and having a hand in the erectio n of
some of its finest residences. He is a skilled architect, and in the early days made a business of
furnishing plans and specifications for the erection
of buildings, also superintending the work, and
giving employment frequently to a score of men.
He forms one of the old landmarks of Miami
Township, Greene County, and his name will he
held in kindly remembrance long after he has departed hence.
The native State of Mr. Kiler was 1\IarJiand,
and the date of his birth, February 18, 1810.
Living at a day and age when the advantages enjoyed by the young were far inferior to tbose of
the present, his early education was necessarily
limited , and at the age of fifteen years he began
his apprenticeship to the trndc of a carpenter, en-
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tcring the employ of Robert Mitcbe!l, in Washington, D. C. Later he worked at his trade for a
short time in Hagerstown, Md., then went successively to Pittsuurg, Pa., Cinci nnati, Dayton, and
finally Greene County, Ohio. There was, however,
but very little rlemand at that time for his services at that trade, and so his father rented Patterson's sawmill and Abdael G. had the oversight of
this for six months.
At the expiration of this time our subject repaired to Dayton, where be was occupied at his
trade for two years. We next find him in Xenia,
where he sojomned eighteen montbs, and in the
meantime assisted in the erection of the structure
well known as Galloway's Building. Thence he
removed to Clifton, where he put up fourteen
houses the first .season. Later he frequ en tly visited the ·W est and speculated considerably in lands.
Nearly all the chapels in Miami Township and
vicinity were erected under his supervision and
much of the work was done by his own hands.
On the 5th of March, 1835, Mr. Kiler took
unto himself a wife and helpmate, Miss Maria,
daughter of Jacob and Polly Ann (Furnace) Paulin. The parents of Mrs. Kiler were natives of
Kentucky, whence they emigrated to Ohio with
their respective parents prior to their marriage,
which took place in Greene County. They were
among the earliest pioneers of Southern Ohio. Of
the seven children born to them only two are living.
Mrs. Kiler was born February 14, 1815, and departed this life at ber home in Miami Township,
February 17, 1861, at the age of forty-six years
and three days.
To Mr. and Mrs. Kiler there was born a family
of eight children, six of whom are living. Henry
was horn July 8, 1838, and is a resident of this
township; Mary Matilda was born March 7, 18<11;
Jacob P., July 12, 1843: William H ., May 12,
1846; George W ., August 27, 1848; Charles IlL,
September 10, 1852. For the past twenty-five
years Mr. Kiler has been a consistent member of
the Christian Church.
Mr. Kiler contracted a second marriage July 23,
1885, with Mrs. Leah (Littleton) Booth. This
lady was born in Warren, Ohio, March 29, 1832, to
.Joel and Hannah (Woolard) Littleton who were na-
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tives of Virg inia. She remained with her parents until her first marriage, with Thomas Smith. After his
death she married Mr. Booth. Mr. Kiter cast his
first Presidential vote for Henry Clay, being a
Later he idenmember of tbe old Whig party.
tified himself with the Republicans, and during his
younger years was quite active in politics. l•'or
twenty-two years he has served as a member of
the School Board, and has served as Road Supervisor several terms. For a period of six years he
was a Lieutenant in the State Militia.
He is a
memhe,·, in good standing, of the Christian
Church, in which he has officiated as a Trustee,
and con tributer! thereto a liberal support.
The father of our suhject was George Kiter, a
native of Pennsylvania, and who for a number of
years was engaged in the mercantile business at
Woodsbury, Md. Later he returned to Pennsylvania, where he ownerl a farm and also ·i>pened a
lumber yard and conducted a hotel, on the banks
of the Susquehanna River. In 1825, he removed
to Washington, D. C., where he engaged in the
hotel business for four years, on the corner of G
and Fifteenth Streets. He then removed to Seventh Street and operated a grocery and billiard
room, remaining there one year. Thence he removed to Hagerstown, Md ., where he sojourned
three years, aud in 1828 came to Ohio. In this
latter journey he traveled alone, having left his
family in Maryland. Eighteen months later he
returned after them , and they all took up their
abode in a cabin on the new farm in Madison
County, where the father spent the remainder of
his days.
He served as a soldier in the Revo.
lutionary War, and was a Captain under Gen.
·washington, later was concerned in the whiskey
insm·rection, and also participated iu the War of
1812. Elsewhere in tl!is volume appears a lithographic portrait of Mr. Kiter.

AMES HARVEY HUGHES, for many years
identified with the interests of Clark County
as one of its leading agriculturists, and as
the proprietor and manager of a valuable
stone quarry, now lives in retirement from active
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business, having rented his farm and leased his
quarry, both of which are within the incorporated
limits of Springfield, where he makes his home in
the fine residence that he has erected on his homestead. He is the son of a former well-known
early settler of the county, and comes of fine old
pioneer stock in other directions.
Mr. Hughes is a native of this State, born in
Clinton County, May 15, 1819. His father, Capt.
David Hughes, was a Kentuckian by birth, and his
father, Jesse Hughes, a Virginian, while t!Je greatgrandfather of our subject was a native of Ireland,
who came to this country in Colonial times anrl
settled in Virginia, where he passed tho remainder
of his life. The grandfather of om· subject was
reared in his native State. He was a man of marked
decision of character, a deep thinker, and possessed
a sound, well-balanced intellect. He was an Abolitionist, and as men of his sentiment were not regard ed witl! a very kindly spil"it in the Old Dominion, he left that State for Kentu cky, where he
made his appearance in the early days of its settlement. About 1803 he crossed the Ohio into
this State, and was one of the first pioneers to locate in Clinton County, settling there some years
before the county was organized. A man of his
presence and talent could not fail to mnke an impress ion on the public life of his adopted State,
and he soon took a prominent place among his
fellow-pioneers, and from the " History of Ohio,"
published by Henry Howe, we learn t.hat be was
one of the fit·st associate judges of Clinton County;
and that the first court ever belrl in that section
was convened in his barn. He was on the bench
twenty-six years, presiding with noted dignity ar.d
ability, and was finally succeeded by his son, Jesse.
He made his home at Wilmington, the county seat,
where be died full of age and honor. The maiden
name of his wife was Elizabeth Drake, and she is
supposed to have been a native of Virginia, and of
English antecedents, numbering among her ancestors th.e illustrious Sir Francis Drake.
The father of our subject was very young when
he came to Ohio with his parents. That was tbe
first year of Ohio's Statehood, and it was not far
advanced in civilization. The pioneers had not
made much hendway in its pri"meval forests, and
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deer, bears, wolves,. and other wilrl animals still
roamed across the country at will. He grew to
manhoo<l in the wilds of Clinton County, remaining tllere until 1828. In that year he came to
Clark County anrl cast his lot with its early pion eet·s, locating east of tile city of Springfield, not
far away. He resided there many years anrl then
bonght the farm where our subject resides, purchasing one hundred and twenty-tht·ee and threefourth acres at $6.621 per acre. The land was
well-timbered and th e family occupied the two log
cabins tbat then stood on the place. There were
no railroads ot· canals J]ere,and consequently,no markets for farm products, except at the distilleries.
At the time of his death, July 19, 1870, he bad
cleared and improverl a valuable farm, and was
nu.obcrerl among the substantial citizens of the
place. He was a man of sterling worth, poss~ssing
in a large degree those characteristics that had
marked his father as a man of more than ordiuary
abi lity. He was a good citizen, and at the time of
lh e War of 1812 raiserl an independent com pany,
of which he was chosen Captain, anrl be tendered
the services of the company to the Government,
which were gratefully received, and he and his
lorave men acting independently, fought throughout the war, winning an honorable record for effici ency, daring in battle, and gallantry at all times
and places. The maideu name of the mother of
onr subject was Emily Whitsett. She was a native
of Kentucky and a daughter of one of its pioneers,
Joseph Whitsett, a native of England. During the
last years of her life she was a welcome inmate of
the home of her son, our subject, dying here
August 18, 1886, aged eighty-five years and three
months.
James H. Hughes, of whom we write, was hut
nine years old when he came with his parents to
this county, and twelve years old when they settled where he now lives. At that time Springfield
was but a village and a mile distant from his hom e,
and he has witnessed its st~ady growth until it has
become a flourishing city with upwards· of forty
thousand inhabit,.nts, and his farm is now included
within its limits. He was bred to agricultural pursuits and followed farming many years, and in
connection with it operated a quarry, which was
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opened on his farm as early as I8i2, anrl from
which he has sold a large quantity of fin e building
stone. He has erected four frame houses and a
brick house on his land, in one of which he dwells.
He has his farm rented and his quarry leased, as
before mentioned, and simply looks after his investments.
Mr. Hughes was married January 20, 1870, to
Miss Kate Howard, in whom he finds a true wife,
and to th em have co me four chiklren, namely :
Ada, Mabel, Howard anrl Irene. Mrs. Hughes is a
native of King's County, Ireland, born January 7,
1843. Her father, Thomas Howard, was from
Queen's County, but died in King's County, his
death occurring in 1849. The maiden name of
his wife was .Julia Quinlan. Sue was of Irish birth
and died in King's County in 1848. About a year
after her father's death Mrs. Hughes came to
this country with a neighboring family, and residerl in Toronto until 1858, when she came to
Springfield, and has lived here ever since.
Nearly a life-long resirlent of Clark County, Mr.
Hughes is well known, and in his career as a practical agriculturist, as a thrifty business man, and
as a citizen who has thus materially benefited the
home of his adoption, he stands well in the estimation of his fellow-citizens.

OHN P. MARTIN. Pas1ers-by seldom fail
to notice the pleasant horne of this gentle=
man, which is a commodious and conveni~ ent farm stru cture located in the west part
of Xenia. The exterior arrangements display the
taste of the proprietor, while within the neat and
cosy rooms prove that the wife is alive to the interests of her department. Mr. Martin stands high
both in social ancl political circles, and is a leader
in both, rather tban a follower. Success has met
him almost uniformly in his undertakings, and he
is awake not only to his own interests, but to whatever tends to elevate and tmprove his commmunity.
In politics, Mr. Martin is a strong and uncom-
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promtsmg Democrat, and in religion, is a devoted
member of the Catlwlic Church, the faith of his
progenitors. He ha~ served in many positions of
trust, and has faithfully discharged all duties ac companying the same. In 1883 he was nominated
on the Board of Public ·works, and was elected in
October, the same year. After serving out that
term, he declined re-election.
John and Bridget (Toohey) :Martin, the parents
of our subject, were natives of the Emerald Isle,
where they were born in County Galway. In 1849,
they resol veri to seek a home in the United States,
coming to Ohio via New Orleans aud Mississippi
River. The father was a laborer and died August
17, 1866, in Ohio. The mother still lives in Xenia,
making her home with her daughter. They had a
family of seven children, of whom our subject was
the fifth in the order of birth. He was born at
Loveland, Clermont County, Ohio, May 5, 1852,
and was there reared, receiving the larger part of
his education in the public schools of that town.
Later he became a student in the parochial school
of DRyton, Ohio.
At an early period of his life our subject started
out for himself, and his first engagement was as a
newsboy on the old Marietta and Cincinnati Rail .
road, which is now a branch of the Baltimore &
Ohio system. When fourte.en years old he apprenticed himself to Brooks, Light & Co., Plumb.
ers, Steam and Gas Fitters. After serving a three
years apprenticeship, be went to Indianapolis, where
at the early age of seventeen years, be took charge
of a plumbing and gas fitting establishment. At
the urgent solicitation of his former employers
he returned to their employ, and was soon sent to
the County Infirmary (Greene County) to do a job
of work. With the consent of his employers he
remained there for two and one-half years superintending the steam and gas fitting of that establishment.
In 1873, Mr. Martin embarked in the same line
of business in Xenia, and was thus engaged for
six years. Upon retiring from this occupation he
devoted his attention to the manufacture of some
inventions in hydraulics which he had devised and
constructed in Cincinnati. He was interested
principally in the Red Jacket Force Pump, a line

of ten or twcl ve patterns. After successfully operating the same for about thirty months, he sold
out and went to Mexico as a prospector, to examine a gold mine in Durango. After a few months
residence there be returned to the Buckeye State,
where be has since made his home.
May 5, 1 &73, was the date of Mr. Martin's marriage, his bride being Miss Kate Brodie, a daughter of Michael and Kate Brodie, natives of County
Clare, Ireland. Thence they emigrated to the
United States a.nd settled in Massachusetts, where
their daughter, Mrs. Martin, was born. Mr. and
1\Irs. llfartin were the parents of five children, four
of whom are living and one deceased. The children
are named respectively: John, William, Margaret
and Nellie. They are intelligent and bright and
are receiving thorough educations, which will
prepare them for whatever positions in lire await
them.

/
J

OHN W. McLEAN. There are few men
more widely or favorably known through=--111 out the county than Mr. McLean who, for
~~ many years has occupied himself as a builder
and contractor and who has thus formed a wide acquaintance in this section of the State, making
many warm personal friends while in the transaction of his legitimate business. He is a native of
this State, having been born in Warren County,
March 23, 1836, and thence was brought hy his
parents to Greene County in 1845. His father that
year bad taken a contract on the first road in the
county running through Yellow Springs, where the
family sojourned until 1849. That year they removed to Cedarville and young McLean, now a
man grown, pursued the same business as that in
which his father was engaged , being concerned in
the opening of the road through Cedarville.
Mr. 1\IcLean pursued his early studies in a little
old frame church at Yellow Springs which is still
standing, and now a part of the hotel of that place.
When approaching manhood he began learning the
and carpenter's trade, hnt the outbreak of the Civil
War broke in upon his plans,as it did upon those of
thousands of others, and be laid aside his personal
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interests to proffer his services toward the preserreceiving fatal injuries; Lucy died when an intervation of the Union . A few weeks after the attack
esting maiden of sixteen years of typhoid fever .
upon Ft. Sumter he enlisted iu Company D, FortyThe survivors are Jennetta, the widow of J. J . Barfourth Ohio Infantry, which was assigned to tbe
ber, and the mother of three children; Rollin P. , a
Army of the Potomac and fought at the battles of ·lad of sixteen years ; Esty, fourteen years old;
Lewisburg, Va., Knoxville, Cumberlan<i Gap, DutLavina, a little miss of twelve years and Asa W.,
ton's Hill, (Ky.) and others. He had left at home
the baby. The parents of our subject were Franklin and Amy Ann (Durfey) McLean, natives rehis young wife and child and he served until after the close of the war, receiving his final disspectively of Ohio and Rhode Island. Tile !liec·harge in .September, 1865. In the meautime be · Lean family originated in Scotland and was first
had enjoyed a two months' furlough and had vet- represented in the United States probably during
the Colonial days.
eranized after the expiration of the first term of his
enlistment.
Upon leaving the army Mr. McLean returned to
Cedarville and shortly afterward made a trip west,
visiting Illineis and Iowa, but finally came back to
~ LBERT 0. FEIRSTINE.
Among the
Ohio and worked as a carpenter until 1867. He
then purchased the bu~iness of a firm of contractors
younger members of the farming community of Mad River Township, Clark County,
and builders which be has since conducted with reMr. Feirstine occupies no unimportant pomarkable success. Nearly all the fine buildings in
sition. He owns and operates one hundred and
this section have been put up under his supervision
twenty-five acres of choice land on section 28, where
including the town builcling and opera house at
he has good buildings and is supplied with the
Cedarville, tbe large school-house, the Methodist
modern machinery required by the enterpr1sing
Chureh and the residences of D. S. Erwin , S. K.
Jllitcbell, George W. Harpen and Thomas Craw- anrl progressive agt·iculturist. He is an Ohio man
ford , besitles'Illany others equally as fine. He also . by birth, first opening his eyes to the light in
Iliad River Township, Montgomery County, Sepput Llp among many others, the residence occupiecl by the mother of Whitelaw Reid, the fa~
tember 7, 1853. He there spent his boyllood days
and removed witll his father to Mad River Townous editor of the New York Tribune, whose native place and whose reo! home is near Cedarship, Clarke County, in 1863, where he pursued his
>tudies in tile district schools. He remained at home,
ville.
Politically, Mr. McLean since his voting days
working for his father until 1874, then in partnercommenced, has been a st~aight Republican and
ship with his brother, began operating the home
he bas held many of the local offices. He served
farm where the lattet· now resides. They continued
as Postmaster of Cedarville when tile office was
iu partnership until tile spring of 1883, when Albert
0. located on his present farm which was purlocated in the town building. He is a member in
good standing of tile Gran<l Army of the Repubchased by llis father some years previously. In
lic and of the Encampment and Sullordinate Lodge
addition to geneml agricnltLue he raises grain and
of the Independeut Order of Odd Fellows. He
stock to a large extent, keeping good grades of
finds his religious home in the 1\Ietllodist Church.
cattle and swine. He uses two teams in the farm
When twenty-three yt ars old he was joined in wedoperations and his sunoundings indicate that he
lock with Miss Margaret Jane, daughter of .Jacob
has a goorl understanding of his business.
Ford, the wedding taking place at the bride's home
When ready to establisll a fireside of his own,
in Cedarville, in 1859. This union resulted in the
our subject was married at the bride's home in
birth of eleven children, three of whom-John,
Yellow Springs, Jannary 10 , 18~2, to llliss Delia,
Olive and Clara, died in infancy; Schuyler Colfax
daughter of Dennis and Mary (l\litchell) De Wine.
at the age of fifteen years wa~ thrown from a horse
Mr. De Wine was born in County Galway, Ireland,

l
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where be was rcarul and married. Soon afterward he emigratecl to America an<l coming to this
county located at Yellow Springs and has now u
valuable little farm within the corporation. His
wife bore the maiden name of Mary Mitchell, and
she is a native of the same county in Ir~land as her
husband. They belong to the Catholic Church
""d are the parents of three children. The eldest
son, Thomas, is farrr.ing neat· Fairfield, this county;
Delia, Mrs. Feirstine, was the second born ; Dennis
,Jr., is farming near Yellow·Spl"ings.
Mrs. Feirstine was born at the homestead in
Yellow Springs, .January 16, 1860, and was reared
undet· the pat·ental roof att.en<l iug in childhood the
clistrict school. Lrtter she attencled th~ Union
scht>OI where she made good usc of her time and
comph·terl her studies in Antioch College. Of her
union witlt our suhjed there have been horn four
children, viz: Anna, George, Charles and "\Villiam. They are all at home with their parents.
Mrs. Feirstine belongs to the Catholic Churcll at
Yellow Springs. Our subject cast his first Pres idential vote for Samuel J . Tilden and remains a
stanch adherent of the Democratic party. He h:LS
a pleasant home, a nice family, and the outlook for
the future seems unusually fair.

-~OBERT

T. SNELL is an old settler of
Xenia and one of its hil{hly-respected citizens, well known as the proprietor of
~.~ Snell's Hotel. He came llere in 1845 and
engaged at his trade as a plasterer, but in 1851
embarked as an hotel keeper at the stand he now
occupies. He carried on this enterprise until
1885, when he took his son Ed ward in with him,
the style of the business now being R. T . Snell &
Son.
The place of nativity of Robert Snell is Philadelphia, Pa., where his birth occurred October 20,
1812. When sixteen years old he went to New
Jersey, where he remained until 1836, when he
changed his residence to Franklin, Warren County,
Ohio. There our subject learned tbe trade of a
pla8terer and first began work for himself, re-

ilr\\\

moving from that place to Xenia at the time before noted.
The first wife of :Mr. Snell was Miss Hannah
Cafferty, who died leaving two children, Tamsen
and James, both now deceased. Subsequently the
widowet· married Miss Jane Sherr it, who was boru
in Bath County, Va., April 15, 1823, and is tbe
daughter of John and Anna G. (Berry) Sherrit, natives of Virginia. The matemal grandfathet was a
· member of the Virginia Legislatut·e and Senate for
thirty years. She IJvre four chilclren, namely:
Benjamin, an engineer on the Pennsylvania Railroan ; Robert, now deceased; Priscilla, now the
wife of Benjamin Knecht, of Dayton; and Edwarcl,
in Xenia. l\Ir. Snell is a member of the Republican
party, with no political aspirations of a personal
nature. He is a member of the 1\fasonic fraternity ancl the Episcopal Church.
Edward Snell, now interested with llis father in
the hotd llusiness, and also connected witll the
Adams Express Company at tue depot, was horn
in the same ho use in whi ch lle now lives, May 14,
1861. After uaving pursued a course of study in
the common schools of tbe city until he had entered the High Scllool department, he entered the
employ of N. & G. Ohmer, who were canying on a
restaurant at the depot., remaining with thent until
he took charge of the ratlroad restaurant. at Morrowtown, which he ran for two years. He then returned to his native place and became interested
in the Snell House, and for the last tbree years
llas been night clerk for the Adams Express Company.
Although a young man, Edward Snell bas been
Assessor for his Wat·d (the 5th), and also served
in the Council during 1889. He casts his vote
with the Democratic party. He is a member of
the Masonic fraternity, of the Knights of Pytbias,
the Knights of Honor, and the Ancient Order of
United Workmen. He belongs to the Episcopal
Chnrcll , and pos~esses the manly and upright cuaracter which wins for him the respect of all who
know uim.
While in business at Morrow, Mr. Snell met,
wooed and married Miss Carrie Abell, of Zanesville, Ohio, the wedding ceremony taking place in
1883. The cuarming and intelligent bride is a
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daughter of l\iarcu~ F. Abell, and lived in her native city until the time of her marriage. Their
happy union has been blessed by the birth of three
daughters-Lillian, Florence and Ethel.
Benjamin Snell, father of the gentleman with
whose name we intl'Oduce this sketch, was born in
England, and when thirteen years old went to sea,
following a sailor's life until seventy three years
old. He married Miss Ann Guy, of Philadelphia,
where he made his home after retiring from a seafaring lik While pursuing his calling he once
took sixteen Swedish noblemen off a wreck and
carried them safely to Philadelphia; for this e.xploit the Kin,s of Sweden bestowed upon him a
gold medal, which he left to his granddaughter,
Mrs. Knecht. of Dayton, Ohio.

D

A VIU S. SMITH. One of the most valu::thle
·farms in Silver Creek Township, Greene
County, and one of the most attractive in
appearance, is that owned and occn1Jied by David
S. Smith. It comprises one hundred and fifty-two
acres of very fine land llorderin~ on the Bowersville
Pike, is well-stocked and furnished with improvements above the average. The residence is of brick
of a pleasing architectural design, and evidences
the prosperity and good taste of the owner. Substantial bams and other outbuildings are conveniently disposed upon the land, while fences and
trees divide and adorn the fidils, and add to their
value.
Going hack two generations in tbe ancestral line
we find Jacob Smith, a Virginian by birth, and a
farmer by occupation. He married a Virginia lady,
1\liss Betsey Kimball, who was of German lineage.
After their marriage they settled on a farm in
Hardin County, where several children were born
to them, among the number being a son Daniel.
He was but a few months old when, in 1814, the
family left their old Virginia home, and crossing
the country with teams, landed in Greene County,
Ohio. In the forests ol New Jasper Township,
they made a goo<l farm which was their home from
that time until they were called hence. They
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worked hard to obtain a start in life in the new
country to wbicb they had come, manifesting great
activity and thrift in their worldly affairs. Jacob
Smith lived to be more than seventy years of age,
and his widow passed the age of four-score years.
Daniel Smith grew to manhooil amid pioneer sur_
roundings, beginning life for himself as a farmer hoy
and following his father's footsteps as a hard-working man. After his marriage to Miss Lucinda
Spahr, h~ began his wedded life with but a small
amount of this world's goods, in New Jasper Township, but lived to secure a fine home with more than
four hundred aet·es of landed estate. He died at
his home in 1884, being then seventy years of age.
l'olitically, he was a Republican, ani! religiously,
of the Methodist Episcopal faith. His widow is
yet living on the old homestead, and althopgh she
has reached the allotted age of man, she is yet
smart and active. She is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and numbereil among the
good old lailies of the township.
The birth of 1\Irs. !Janie! Smith took place in
New Jasper Township, in a settlement which was
new, and like her husbanil she was reared amid pioneer scenes. Her (J:trents, Mr: and l\Irs. Mathias
Spahr bail come hither from Virginia in an early
day, and were well known among the early settlers
of the township "' people of excellent character,
good habits, and those who became prosperous
through ini!ustry.
The gentleman with whose name this sketch is
introduced, is the fomth in a family of nine children born to Daniel and Lucinda (Spahr) Smith,
his natal day having been June 14, 1844. The
seven sons and two daughters are yet living, all
with homes of their own anrl families; a remarkable incident-a mother reaching the age of seventy-one years without a death among her progeny.
The early life of our subject was spent at bis birth·
place in New Jasper Township, where he learned
the details of agricultural life, and obtained a good
common-school education. He remained uniler the
parental roof until after he had become of age, and
in the same township until 1878, when he took possession of the fine farm which he now occupies, and
which be has considerably improved since that date.
The fact of his ownership of so fine an estate, is a
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proof of his ability in agricultuml affairs, while its
appearance inclicates h\s possession of p.-ogressiYc
iileas and good taste.
The home of our sttbject is presicleri over l1y a
woman of intelligence, housewifely skill , and fine
character, with whom he was united in marriage in
Silver Creek Township, this county, November 29,
1R71. Her maiden name was Sarah E. Sutton, her
bit·thplaee New Jasper, and her natal day Decembc1·
:1, 1850. She is a daughter of William G. and
MM·tha E. (Hagler) Sutto n, natives of New Jasper
Township, whose pa1·cnts were early settlers in the
county. After spending some years of their mar·
ried life in that township, l\Ir. an•lllirs. Sutton cam"
to Silver Creek Township in 1854, purchasing a
farm of more than two hunclre<l acres, which they
mad<> their home until 1882. At that time they re·
tired to Jamestown, where they arc yet living, retired from an active part.icipation in their former
duties, and d evoting theit· time to social and religious matters. Both are active members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. Their family in·
eluded eight sons and daughters, one of whom is
now deceased, Mrs. Smith being the eldest.
The family of our subject and his estimable wife
includes five living children, and two deceased:
Frank Adelbert died at the age of ten years and six
months, and William Daniel when seven months
old. The survivot·s are Ftella, Viola, Cyrus l:l.,
Nor~, and Eva, whose presence a.-ouncl the family
fireside gladrlens the parental hearts. l\'[r. Smith
gives his allegiance to the Republican party. Mr.
and Mrs. Smith are members of the llietbodist Episcopal Church. In addition to the fin e estate on
which they live, they own another improved farm
near Jamestown, which is seventy acres in extent.

)~,NOCH G. ARBOGAST, a native-born citizen of Clark County, now residing in
Springfield, has for many years been closely
connected with its industrial interests, and is at
present doing a prosperous business as a blacksmith, having opened a wagon ancl blacksmith shop
in this eity in 1876. He is well known as a man

of honorable reputation, and during his long rc~i
dence here he bas won the high esteem and confi~
deuce of all. He was born in Moorefield Township, December 23, 1825, the eldest son of John
and Elizabeth Arbogast. For parental bistory see
sket<-h of Eli Arbogast on anotber page of this
volume. His early education was &cquired in the
pioneer rchools of tuis region, which were coni!uctell on the subscription plan in a rude log
house, pro~ ide1 with rough, home-made furniture,
slabs with wooden pins for legs set·ving for seats.
In the winter sen son the boys used these benches
fot· sleds, when there was snow on the ground
sliding. down hill on them, thus utilizing them for
two purposes. There were no desks in the schoolhouse, but holes were bored in the logs, into which
wooden pegs were inserted, and the board laid on
the top of these was used by the larger scholars to
write on.
Our subject assisted his father in the farm work
until he was seventeen years old, when he commenced to leam the tra1le of a wheel wright, at
which l!C set·ved about two years, and then was
employed as a journeyman in that capacity a few
years. After that he engaged in the lumber business, bnyiug tho timber standing and manufacturing it into lumber. HB built up quite an extensive
and paying business in that line, which he carried
on successfully until 1873. In 1876, as before
mentioned, he turned his attention to his present
business. He has consirlemble mechanical skill
and ingenuity, re-enforced by a thorough knowledge of his calling in all its details, Sf1 that he has
attracted a great deal of custom and controls quite
a large trade.
Mr. Arbogast was united in marriage to Miss
Lavina J. Harmon, in 1851. She is also a native
of Ohio, born in Bellbrook, Greene County, and
a daughter of Henry and Mary Harmon. Mr. and
l\Irs. Arbogast have eight children living-J. Oscar, Schuyler C., Emma J., William E., Nettie C.,
Charles H., Walter H. and llia1·y C. Annie, thP.
fourth chilrl, died at tbP. age of twenty-two years.
l\Ir. and l\Irs. Arbogast are valued members of
this community, where so many years of their
lives have been passed. They are quietly and unostentatiously liberal, never withholding their
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hands in cases of neerl, and showing in their everyrlny lives that their religion is not n mere form,
hnt is rleeply seated within their hearts. They are
faithful nnd zealous members of the St. l'nul
l\Iethodist Episcopal Church. In his poliLieal
views, Mr. Arbugnst is a stanch Republican.

J

OHN JAMESON. A pleasantly located and
valnai>le farm of one hundred and fortyseven acres in Cedarville Township, Greene
County, is the homo of the above-named
gentleman, who is one of the oldest native citizens
of the COUI•ty. He bas placed his land unrler a
high state of cultivation and bas himself built
upon it an adequ~te number of barns and other
farm buildings, all of which are well constructed
and sufficiently commodious for their purposes.
The dwelling is an attructive frame house of pleas.
ing architectural design and excellent workmanship, so situated as to overlook a wide expanse of
snrround~ng country, with Cedarville lying two
miles away. It was erected iu 1873, and it is a
monument to the mechanical skill of the owner and
builder.
George Jameson and his wife, Rebecca (Rankin)
,Jameson c~me with their family to this county early
in the nineteenth century, their former home having
been in Wasltington Coun~y, Pa. Among ~he members of this family was a son, Jolm,who was a young
man a~ the time of ~beit· removal, and woo afterward married Miss Elizai>eth McCoy and located
on a farm known as the old Turnbull farm on the
Xenia Pilte. Miss McCoy was a daug-hter of Alexander McCoy, who when a yonng man bnd crossed
the ocean from Ireland, locating in Pennsylvania,
whence be had removed to K<lntucl<y and in 1800
came to 'tliis county. The parents of our subject
belonged to thn.t branch of the Presby~erian Church
popularly known as Seceders, and are buried in the
cemetery of that cbmcb on Massie's Creek, both
having died near Cedarville, where they lived for
years. The father died when our subject was about
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six years old, he being the thi rd chilcl of the six
who were left to the widow's care.
The ntttal clay of the subject of this sketch was
August 8, 1~15, and while still a smttll boy he was
put to work at such labors as his streugLh would
adm it of, the little schooling that he had , being
obtained in an old log cabin. The family were
clothed by the product of his mother's bands, their
winter garments being made from wool taken from
the backs of thcit· own sheep and spun and woven
by her. They raised flax from which their summer
gRrments were made, the entire work being accomplished by the family from the sowing of the seed
until the garment was completed. The plants were
pnlled from the ground and thrown out loosely to
dry, after which they were broken over a machine
wllich was merely a board driven into the ground,
leaving the edge about eight inches wide; on tllis
erlge a handful of the dried plants would be held
and beaten on the other side of the board with a
scutcbing knife-a dull wood en blade-which would
bt·eak the outer coating of tiJe plant and free the
lint, making it ready for the further processes of
spinning, weaving, etc. Indians were quite uumerous in the neighborhood and our subject has heard
his mother tell many stories of their habits, of the
willow baskets which they made, and the manner
in which the pappooses were carried in them .
When the gentleman of whom we write grew to
mnnhood he was employed as a carpenter, having
learned t·h at trade and carried it on for some years,
before devoting himself to a farm life. On April
5, 1854, lie was uni ted in marriage with Miss Hadassah Townsley. Her parents were luis and Sarah
(McCoy) Townsley, her mother being a daughter
of Capt. J ames l\J cCoy, of Cedarville, who belonged
to the eame family as did our subject's mother.
The patel'llal g-mndfathcr of 1\Irs. Jameson was
Jolln Townsley, one of the first pioneers in tllis
county. Indians usc<l to camp on lois Townsley's
land and when they came to the bouse the squaw
would set the baby , which was fastened to a board,
up against a tree.
Mr. and Mrs. J ameson belong to the United
Presbyterian Church of Cedarv ille. In politics Mr.
Jameson is a Republi can , the principles of that
party lJaving becu the belief of his family in former
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generations. His first Presidential ballot was given
to Gen. ,V, H. Harrison, and the first vote of his
oldest son went to Gen. Benjamin Harrison, our
pt·esent Pt·esident.
To Mr. and Mrs. Jameson eight children l:tavc
been I.Jorn, one dying in infancy. Elizabeth is the
wife of Addison Nash , of Mc.m mouth, Ill., and is a
lady of culture and more than ordinary worth of
character. Addie is the wife of David McCullough,
a carp3ntet·, and who formerly resided at Cedarville hut now lives in Denison, Tex.; they have
two children, Katie and Andrew . Etta is the wife
of William 1\IcMillen, who is engaged in the grocery business in Cedarville. Ella, a young lady,
is yet at borne. Anna Belle married G . U. Lloyd,
who is now the operator on the l\1ackin"w Railroad
at Farmersville, Ohio. John Rankin, a young man,
is now farming near Monmouth, Ill. Inis Earl, a
lad at home, is yet attending school and is being
quali.6ed for future usefulness in whatever position
awaits him.
The many friends of Mr. Jameson, by wlwm he
is held in high esteem, will be pleased to notice in
connection with his biographical sketch, his lithographic portrait. The family moves in the best
circles of society, and are universally respected for
worthy traits of character and refinement.

EVI M. JONES, M. D. Although but
fourteen years a resident of Jamestown,
Greene County, Dr. Jones is regarded by t.be
people of that vicinity as a member of the community almost indispensable, and who by a strict attention to the duties of his profession, has fully
established himself in their confidence and esteem.
He established his office at Jamestown in tl:te summer of 1876, coming to this place from l\Iechnnicsi.Jurg, where he commenced his practice immediately after being graduated from the l\Iiami
Medical College at Cincinnati, in the spring of
1871.
Dr. Jones commenced reading medicine under
lbe well-known Dr. J. H. Clark, of Mechanicsburg,
one of the favorite pmctioners of Champaign
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County. Our subject. was torn in Union Township, that county, :::>eptember 20, 1844, and lived
there with his parents on a farm until a young
man of twenty-two years. He acquired his early
education in the district school, and in 1866, having decided upon the profession of medicine, entered Miami University, at Delaware, Ohio, in
which be spent the junior yenr, after which he entered upon the study of his chosen profession.
He has for some time been one of the pension examiners of Greene County, and is a member of its
Medical Association. He is regarded as a publicspirited and libel'Rl-minded citizen, and has always
maintained a warm interest in the entl'rprises calculated for the upbuilding of the town.
He has
been for some years a member of the School Board
and has filled other positions of trust and responsibility.
The Doutor was married January 8, 1873, in
Mechanicsbur!f, to Miss Mary S. Williams, a native of that town, who was born in 1845.
Mrs.
Jones was carCfully reared and educated, completing bet· stu<lie,s in the Female College at
Springfield. She is a very intelligent and estimable lady, and the mother of one child, a son,
Clement L., who was born April 29, 1876.
Politically Dr. Jones affiliates with the Republican party. He and his wife are members, in good
standing, of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and
move in the best social circles of Jamestown. The
Doctor comes of a good family, being the son of
John Jones, who was born in Champaign County,
and was the second white cl:tild born in the vicinity of Buck Creek, that county, this event occurring November 16, 1804. The paternal grandfather was Abraham Jones, a native of Virginia
and of Welsh extraction. He was reared to manhood in the Old Dominion, and was there married
to a lady who opraug from the I<'. F. V's.
Immediately after the wedding they emigrated to Ohio,
and Grn.ndfather Jones secured land from the Government, comprising a part of what was then
known as the Military Tract, and which is now included in Union Township, Champaign County.
There he and his wife built np a home from the
wilderness, became well-to-do and there spent their
last days. They lived to be very aged, and Grand-
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father .Tones passcrl away in 1816. It is believed
readiness to go wherever called. The Doctor was
that both were connecterl with the Primitive Methin the army one year, at the close of which be reorlist Church. There were born to them only two
ceived his honorable discharge, !lnd returned home
withou \ a scratch.
chilrlren: ,John, the father of our subject: an<l
Hannah. The latter, like her bwther, lived to a
ripe old age.
The father of our subject was only twelve years
oltl at the tfme of his father's death , anil he remained with his mother, assisting her in ·t he manICHAaD J. NELSON, Principal of the Neiagement of the farm until his marriage. His wife
)~( son Business College at Springfield, has met
bore th z maiden name · of .lllat·y Lafferty. She was
with marked success as an instructor and enhorn in Union Township , Champaign County, in
joys a standing and reputation second to
1808, of parents who were natives of Virginia,
none in this State. His school is one of the most
and who emigrated to Ouio e"l'IY in the present
worthy enterprises in this sectio n of the country
century. After their marriage, John Jones and
and is well patronized by the younger portion of
his wife settled down on tu e old hom€steacl, wiliclt
the community who may desire to fit themselves
for an active, intelligent, business life.
was tak en np by Abraham Jones from the Government, and there, like Grandfather Jones and his
The subject of this notice was horn in Cincinnati,
wife they spent the remainder of their lives. John
Ohio, October 29, 1858, and is the son of Richard
.Jones departed this life July 17, 1876. His wife,
and Ellen (Higginson) Nelson, who were both na1\Jary, sut·viv ed him ten years, passing away in
tives of Ireland , the father born .July 9, 1822, at
1886. Both were members of the Methodist. EpisCastle Ward, County Down, and tue mother near
• copal Clturch. There hac! been born to t hem a
t he city of Belfast. This bmncb of the family is
f:tmily of seven children, six sons and one daughrelated to that of Lord Nelson, who was so pmmiter, all of whom arc living, manied and have famnent in the naval history of England. One of the
Wards attainen distinction on the sea anrl the title
ilies of their own.
The maternal grandparents of our subject were
of Lord Viscount Bangor. He possessed large
Willi:tm and Anna (Cleggett) Williams, natives of
lann cd estates and was one of a family of high reMaryland, who were reared and married in that
pute. The Nelsons, Wards and Moores were connected by marriage and included many personages
State. Tb.cnce they emigrated to Ohio, settling in
of note.
the embryo town of Mechanicsburg, where GrandTlle father of our subject was a man of liberal
father Williams engaged in general merc!Jandising
until his death, which occurred in February, 1887, education, possessing superior intelligence and business tact. At an early age he exhibited that selfwhen he was quite aged. His wife had preceded
reliance and independence of character whicu
him many years to the silent land, dying in midproved his mainstay in after life. When a lad of
clle life; both were mem hers of the Methodist
. eight years he attended th e village school at Castle
Episcopal Church.
Ward , two miles distant from his home. When
Dr. Jones, politically, votes the straight Repu beleven years old he began the study of navigation
lican ticket. In 1864, •luring the progress of tuc
with an elder brother whose acqu irements in tb.is
Civil War, he enlisted in the Uuion service, from
important and useful profession became quite notaUrbana, Ohio, under the last call for ,tr(>ops, becoming a member of Company G, One Hundred
b:e. At twelve l.te sailed on a vessel with his fath er,
and Thirty-fourth Ohio Infantry, under command
and when fifteen years old engaged as a cabin boy
of Capt. James Robinson and Col. Armstrong.
with his brother, Horatio, whose first vessel, ••The
They operated mostly in Virginia in the vicinity
Britannia," bore the same name as that on which
of Appomattox, but saw very little active service,
Lord Nelson sailed.
simply sldrmishing and holding themselv e.~ in
When a youth of seventeen years the father of
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out· subject began an apprenticeship at sail-making,
nt which he served seven years and became master
of the business. At the expieation of this time,
howeveo·, his plans and inclinations under went a
thorough change and ue resol vccl to study for the
ministry. For this purpose lte plnced himself under
th e instructiOn of the Rev. Dr. Campbell, of Trinity Ch urch, uut after two years abandoned this project also and commenced teaching school. This
profession he followcll successfully up to 1849 . He
now resolved upon emigrating to America and
lnntled at Philadelphia, Pa., in August of that same
y ear.
While engaged as a teacher the eld er Nelson
ma<le the acquaintance of <t Miss Higginson, n very
estimable young lady, also a teacher and a graduate
of the Columbia Institute. They were married in
due time and the young wife proved of great assistance and encont·agement to her husband in his
subsequent c:ueer as an educatot·, of which he made
n specialty. A year after his nrriv al in America ,
Mr. Nelsun was appointerl Principal of the public
schools of Wheeling, W . Va., wltich position lte
held until 1853. Tlten going to Cincinnati he engaged as a book.keepcr fot· J. C. timitlt. In 1856
he o pen ed th" Nelson Business College in that city
and inaugurated the actual business method of
w!J ich he was tlte author.
This wus a new and valuable step in instmctiou,
th e old method having been simply theot·etical, or
a copy from older works. The N clson system has
prove<! of great value and bas been extensively
adopted by schools throughout the country. Richat·d
Nebon and his estimable wife became the parents
of nine children, seven of wltom are living. The
parents make their home in Cincinn ati.
The subject of this notice att~nded the public
scltools of Cincinnati and was also a student of
Chicl;ering Institute in that city. It may be said
witlt trutlt that he was a born teacher, although his
general intelligance, good judgment an d correct
ltnbits would probably have won him success in any
calling be might have chosen. Not only is he a firstclass tutor, but personally and in the social circle,
is agreeable and courteous in demeanor and bearing,
making friends wherever he goes. He came to
Spr ingfield a stranger withou t influential friends

and through his own perseverance and industry,
together with his high character as a man, bas built
up a useful, honorable and profitable business. He
is peculiarly well fitted as the companion and instnlCtor of the young, obtaining a strong hold on
the affection of his pupils. He ltas hosts of friends
who bespeak for him all th e success for the future
wliicb be so richly deserves.
In religion, 1\Ir. Nelson is a Methodist and in politics a sound Republican. l:iocially, he belongs to .
the Society of the Elks, with whicb. be became
identified in 1886 . He was mat-ried June 1, 1881,
to Miss Carrie III. Mitchell. Of this union there
have been born two children, sons, Cltarles H., August 28, 1882; Richard C., October 29, 1889. Mrs.
Nelson was born in January 1859, in Marion, Ohio,
and is the daughter of James L. and Louise
111itchell.

- j UHN BECKE R. In the spring of 1848 there •

J
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started out from Lancaster County, l'a. , a
coumgeous emigrant accompanied by his
~ wife and seven children, for the purpose of
seeking a hom e in the farther West. Tlteir outfit
consisted of two teams, a covered wagon, and a
covered carriage. The journey began 1\Iay 16, and
tltc travelers arrived at their destination in Clark
County on the 3rd of June following. The country was thinly settled, and they stopped wherevet·
nigltt overtook them, camping and cooking by the
wayside. They spent the following summer on the
Humpltrey faem, and in November of that yeae llir.
Becket· pnrchastid from tlte G overnment the land
now owned and occupied by !tis widow. At that
time the country was very thinly settled, and the
wagon track wlticlt was dignified by the uame of a
road, was at times almost impassable, the mud being very d~ep.
1\ir. Beck er, however, possessed all tlte clements
of a !tardy pioneer, and set about the improvement
of his property, with his characteristic energy and
perseverance. He was, however, cut down in the
midst of his plans, dying s ix years later. September
13, 1854, and leaving his family to struggle on as
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best tbey coulil without his counsel :md 9Ssistance.
Although his residence in the county was comparatively a brief one, he became widely known for his
honesty and uprightness, and the qualities by which
he was recognized as an honest man and a good citizen. During the years which have passed since
then, Mrs. Becker has maintained her residence on
the farm, which, under her careful management,
and the assistance of her chililren, has been the
means of a competence. Fifty acres of the land is
under good cultivation, while the buildings and
other appurtenances are creditable as evincing industry and good management. Although now quite
aged, Mrs. Becker still attends to her household
duties assisted by her daughter, Lydia, who re-.
mains with her. She is a member of tb e Lutheran
Church, and a lady highly respected by a large cir·cle of frienils and acquaintances.
Mro. Elizabeth Becker was born September 14,
1814, in Dauphin County , Pa., anil is a daughter
of Henry and Barbara (Greiner) Zimmerman , who
were likewise natives of the Keystone State, and
who spent their last years in Pennsylvania. She
was reared in her native county, receiving an ordinary education in its country schools. When a
young woman of twenty-one years, sue was joinecl
in wecllock witu John Becker, the wedding taking
place at her home in Pennsylvania, October 21,
183.'\. Mr. Becker was born in Lancaster County,
Pa., May, 19. 1805, and was tuc son of Henry
Becker, a farmer by occupation, and who lived and
died in Pennsylvania.
Mr. and 1\Irs. Becker commenceil their wedded
life together in their native State, remaining there'
until after the birth of seven chililren. After their
removal to this Stat.e, three more children were
added to the household circle. Of this large family ei5ht are living: Solomon is a resiilent of Cowl<·y County , Kan.; John is farming in German
Township, Clark County, this State; Susan is the
wife of John Beard, and with her brother Amos,
the next younger, is also a resident of Cowley
Couuty, Kan.; Lydia has already been mentioned
as the main stay of her mother; Joseph is a resident of Hpringfield Township, this State; William
lives near his brothers in Cowley County, Knn.;
Emma is the wife of Lewis Miller, of Tremont City,
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Ohio; Louisa and Mary died at the ages of twentyone and three. Louisa was married to William
Irwin, of Clark C<>unty, and died about three years
her marriage, leaving one child named Allace.

OSEPH D. ST. JOHN. This young gentleman is the owner and occupant of a pleasant
estate fonr miles south of Xenia, which was
purchased by him il> 1886. It ailjoins his
father's former home, and though not so large as
many in the township, containing bnt sixty .. two
acres, furnishes a comfortable maintenance, and
forms nn attractive place of abode. 1\Ir. St. John
is a dealer in horses, and is becoming well known
to the lovers of equines in this locality. He was
born in the eastern part of Cresar's Creek Township, March 19, 1856·, was reared on a farm, and
received an excellent education in the common
schools of the town.
On March 20, 1876, the rites of wedlock were
celebrated between Mr. St. John and Miss Luvinia
Ruth Anderson, a young woman whose inteiJigent
mind and estimable character had won his regard ,
ru; they had the respect of many more.
She is a
daughter of John and Charity (Stanfield) And erson, of Spring Valley Township. The happy union
has been blessed by the birth of one child, Dellorise
C. Both Mr. St. John and his wife belong to the
Methodist Episcopal Church, ancJ he enjoys the esteem of his fellow-men, by whom l1e is considered
honorable, energetic and capable.
Going back to the third generation prior to our
subject, we fincl .Joseph St. John, of New York,
who was one of the first settlers in Warren County,
Ohio. One of the members of his family was Daniel Wooil St. John, who was born near Lebanon,
where he married Elizabeth Bone. Immeiliately
after their marriage, they came to this county, settling on one hundred and fifty acres of land in
Cresar's Creek Townsl>ip. During t.he war they
removed to a location south of the Orphans Home
neat· Xenia, where Mr. St. John operated two hundred acres of land. There he breathed his last in
1873, his widow dying two years i::lter. His fam-
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ily consistecl of nine sons and two daughters: Joseph M., the father of our subject having been born
in Cresar's Creek Township, in December, 1829.
Joseph St. John adopted farmi~g as his life-work,
about 1870 locating on one hundred and fifty acres
ailjoining the property of our subject. In 1886,
he removed to Coffeeville, Montgomery County,
Kan., where he breathed his last in January, 1888.
His wiclow still survives. She was also born in
Cresar's Creek Township, the date of her birth being in Jnly, 1831. Her maiden name was Jnley Ann
McNair, and she is a daughter of Ward and Catherine (Haines) McNair, whose family included four
sons and six daughters. Mr. McNair came to this
county from VirginiR in an early day. The mother
of our subject is the fourth in the family circle,
which includes also William, Martha, James, Edward J., Jane, Mary C., Eveline, David, and Esta·
line. She is the mother of four children, namely:
William Wai·d, of Dayton; Eliza Catherine, the
wife of Zero Anderson, of l'ittsbmg, Kan.; our
subject; and 1\fary Pearl.

OHN K. BRADFUTE. The suhstantinl
Scotch nationality finds an admirable repre.
sentative in the subject of this notice, who
by his energy ani! perseverance has built up
one of the finest farms in Miami Township, Greene
County. Not only has be a good home and a plentiful supply of this world's goorls, bnt is more than
fortunate in his domestic relations, having a very
pleasant family and enjoys in a marked degree the
~steem and confidence of his neighbors.
He has
never considered labor a hardship-in fact, seems
to enjoy himself at his work.
In noting the antecedents of onr subject we lind
that his father, also named John Brarlfute, was a
native of Scotlanrl, and born November 3, 1796.
Ile came to America with his father in 1800, settling near Lexington, Ky. Thence they came to
this State in 1806, and located near the embryo
town of Clifton, Greene County, upon a tract of
heavily timbered land from which they cut away
the (orest trees, brought the soil to a goorl stnte of

J

cultivation and instituted a comfortable borne.
The mother bore the mairlen name of Eliza Laughead . She was born in Kentucky in 1802, and was
married to John Bradfute in 1828, the wedding
taking place in Greene ·County, this State.
The parents of our subject after their marriage
settled in Xenia, now Cedarville Township, where
they Jived one year then purchased the land now
owned and occupied by John K. There they
spent the remainder of their Jives. Of the six
children horn to them four are living, namely,
Elizabeth, the wife of James· J. Johnston of Franklin County, Iowa, and the mother of seven chilll•·cn; John K., our subject; Jane, the widow of
.James C. Stormont and the mother of two children,
and Ellen 1\'Iary, the widow of .J. B. Knox, who
also has two children. The deceased are an infant,
who <lied unnamed, and Sally, who died when .
thirty-two years old. The mother departeil this
life in 1866 and the father in 1870.
The subject of this notice was born May 21,
1833, at the farm where he now lives and acquired
his early education in the rlistrict school. Later he
attended an academy for two years, beiug under
the instruction of Rev. J. B. Smart. He assisted
his father in the labors of the farm until the latter 's
death . In the meantime be married, May 24,
1854, Miss Cornelia Ann, daughter of ,James ancl
Margaret (Mitchell) Boa!. l\1•·. Boa! was bor~ in
Pennsylvania and was of Scotch descent. His wife
was a native of Union County, Ohio. They were
the parents of ten children only three of whom are
living.
1\Irs. Bradfute was born January 11, 1832, in
Union County, Ohio, and was carefully reared, receiving a good education. 1\Ir, and 1\frs. Bradfute
after their marriage lived on the home farm one
year Rnd then our subject purchased a farm one
and one-half miles south, which they occupied for
a period of sixteen years. After the death _of his
father he purclwsed the homestead wherP. he bas
since liveil . To him ancl his estimable wife there
have been born nine chiidren, sevPn of whom are
living, namely : Ora E. , Lilly M., Martha J., the
wife of Robert P. Benham, of llfiami County, this
State, anil the mother of two children; John
A .. who married Miss May l\Iarsball, occupies the
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old Knox farm and is the father of one child; Anna
and Mary are at home; William is living in New
Mexico.
)fr. Bradfute has always taken an active interest in politics. In f01·m er years he voterl the
straight Republican ticket, but is now a Free
Trader. For the past twenty years he has been a
member of the School Board of his district and has
officiated in other minor offices. Both he and his
estimable wife are members in good standing of the
United Presbyterian Church, in which Mr. Braclfute has been Trustee. From early manhood he
has been interested in Sunday-school work and for
many years has been a teacher in the Sundayschool. He keeps himself posted upon current
events and formerly belongerl to the Miami Grange.
His farm is ninety acres in extent, all under a good
state of cultivation and very proiluctive.

BRAHAM COY. The subject of this notice
may be properly numbered among the
most prominent and successful farmers of
Beaver Creek Township, Greene County.
l-Ie was born within its limits November 7, 1820,
a~d is the son of Adam and Catherine (Martin)
Coy, who were natives of Frederick County, Md.
Adam Coy was born in 1783, and seventeen years
later emigrated to this county with his parents,
they settling in Beaver Creek Township, where
both they and himself spent the remainder of their
days, the latter dying at the advanced age of
eighty-one years.
The father of our subject did good service as
a soldier in the War of 1812, and subsequently
settled down to farming, being successful and becoming the owner of four huudred and fifty acres
of land; he was twice married. His first wife was
Catherine Costler, and tllere was born to them one
cllild only, a daughter, Catllerine, who became the
wife of William John. The mother of our subject
was the second wife of Adam Coy" and to them
there was born a family of eleven children, Qf
whom only five arc living, viz.: David, Abraham,
Henry, Adam and Nich'llas. Th~ deceased are:

841

========================

Jacob, Andrew, Elizabeth, Rebecca, Susan and
Peter.
The paternal grandfather of onr subject was
Leonard Coy , who upon settling in Beaver Creek
Township secured thirty-two hundrerl acres of
land . His father was Jacob Coy. The family
originated in Germany, from which Jacob Coy,
Jr. ,tbe great-grandfather of om· subject,starterl with
hi• parents for America. Botl! parents died on
shipboard and were consigned to an ocean burial.
Their effects wet·e confiscated by the ship's-crew,
and thus Jacob, with a young brother and sister,
was cast upon the shores of the New World penniless. They were consequently sold to pay their
passage, and Jacob, then a youth of eighteen,
labored six years for a Pennsylvania planter to
free himself anil his brother and sister. He was
subsequently married and settled in Maryland,
where he became well-to-do and t.he owner of
three hnnilred and fifty acres of land. Even at
the time of his marriage he was so poor that he
was obliged to borrow the money to meet the necessary expenses. He finally started for Ohio, going down the river to Cincinnati, whPre he stopped
two months, and when this now flourishing city
was simply a collection of sixtee'l log cabins.
After his arrival in this county he purchased thirtytwo hundred acres of lnnd in neaver Creek Township . an .l thereafter surrounded himself with all the
comforts of life.
Mr. Coy from the time of his boyhood until a
man of twenty-five years, after leaving school, occupied himself in fa1·ming, then purchased a store
at Zimmerman , and engaged in mercantile pursuits for tile following ten years.
In 1847 he
succeeded in having a post-office established there,
and was appointed its first Postmaster. In 1855
he sold his store and invested the proceeils in a
farm. Two years later he located npon that which
he now owns and oceupies. This comprises one
hundred and sixty-two acres of choice lanrl, which
is highly productive, and which is supplied witll
good buildings, machinery and live-stock. Mr.
Coy is numbered among the solid men of his township, and both ns a farmer and a member of the
community, has made for himself a good record.
One of tile most intel'esting and important events
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in the life of our subject occurred January 25,
1849, when he was united in marriage with 1\liss
Catherine Zimmerman. This lady was hom Febru•ry 23, 1831, in this township, and is the daughter of Jacob and llfm·y (Shoup) Zimmerman, hoth of
whom were born in Reaver Creek Township, and
were chilrlren of its earliest pioneers, the former a
son of Dr. G. Zimmerman. The children of Mr. and
Mrs. Coy, seven in number, were named respectively: Ca,sius L.; Lewis E., of Dayton; Lodema, the
wife of William Stewart; Emma J., Permelia J.,
Burley J. and Marcellus E. l\lrs. Coy belongs to
the Dunkard Church.

··•"\ ' ; : BIB : ; .. '"'""
iiiHOMAS C. WALKER. This name will he
remembered by many of the earlier residents
~ of Jefferson Township, Greene County, as
that of one of its most worthy citizens-one who
bnilt np for himself a good home in their midst and
identified himself with the various interests of the
people around him. He was born May 30, 1817,
in Highland County, this !';tate, and departed this
life at his homeste:td in Jefl'e1·son Township, May
11, 1883.
Mr. Walker was the youngest child of his parents
whose family consisted of ten children. The father, John ·walker, was a native of old Virginia
and of substantial t;cotch ancestry. He was reared
in his native county whem later he was married
and setLled until after the birt!J of all his children,
with the exceptio~ of Thomas C. He then determined upon a change of resiclence and accordingly
emigratcq to this State, locating in Highland
County, where he died full of years and honors at
an advanced age. The mother, who bore the maiden
name of Sarah Crawford, spent her last years in
Ohio.
The sul>jeet of this notice remained a member of
his father's household during his chilrlf.ood and
youth, becoming familiar with farming pursuits.
Upon approacbing mrnhood, with the natural desire of youth for change, he left home and repairing to Ilillsboro, he commencetl an apprenticeship
at tile tailor's trade. He followed this a number

of years and then on account of failing health found
that he must change his occupation and accordingly
resumed the farming pursuits to which he h"d been
reared. He resided a few years in his native county
and then removed to Ross County. He sojourned
in the latter a few years, then selling his farm
propct·ty, removed to Greene County and commenced the improvement of the farm where he
spent the balance of his life and where his widow
still resides.
!'loon after reaching his majority, Thoma> C.·
Walker was joined in wedlock with Miss .Mat·y
Carothers, in November, 1842, the wedding taking
place at the bride's home in Highland, Ohio. Mrs.
Walker wa; born November 3, 1815, in Washington County, Pa., and is the daughter of Thomas
and .Sarah (Bothwell) Carothers. The latter were
natives of Virginia, belonging to the F. F. V's and
like the Walker family traced their ancestry to
Scotland. After the birth of two children Thomas
Carothers and his wife removed from Virginia to
Wasbington County, Pa., where they resided a
number of years and where the mother died about
1820. 'lhe was cut down in her prime at the eal"ly
age of thirty years and when her daughter 1\Int·y
was a child of five. Her father, Thomas Carothers
served in the war of 1812, and subsequently became a prominent man in his community; he spent
his last years in Ross County.
Thomas Carothers after the death of his wife removed with bis family to Hillsboro, this State,
where he established a tannery which he conducted
for a number of years. Then removing to Ross
0ounty he engaged in farming, purchasing- land in
the vicinity of Greenfield. There his death took
place in 1855, when he wa> ahoutseventy-fiveyears
old. He also served as a soldier in the War of
1812. He was a man of decided ideas and ~ne who
was looked up to in his community. In religion he
was a stanch Presbyterian. He was proud of his
antecedents as he had reason to be and was able to
trace his ancestors to the French Huguenots who
fled to America on account of religious persecution.
To him and his estimable wife there was hom a family of seven children, three sons and four daughters, one of whom died young but the others lived
to m:tture years and two are yet living, these being
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l\Irs. 'Valker and her sister, Catherine, Mrs. Dyer,
of Monticello, Ill.; the iatter is now eighty.one
years old.
Mrs. Walker preserves with religious care vari.
ous family relics, among them an old fttmily Bible,
belonging to her husband's father, and part of a
sun dial which was tlw property of her maternal
grandfather. After their marriage Mr. and Mrs.
Walker remained residents of Highland County for
a number of years where Mr. Walker improved
a farm. In Jefferson County they settled upon a
tt·oct of one hundred and fifty acres and where Mr.
Walker labored faithfully, tilling the soil and effecting one improvement after another and at his death
left his family in comfortable circumstances.
To Mr. and Mrs. Walker there was born a family
of five children, one of whom, Thomas, Jr., died
when three years old. The survivors are recorileil
as follows: James L. married Miss Mary Hyslett
an<l they at·e residents of Jamestown; Sally J. ,
1\hrth:t Ann and John D. remain with their mother,
assisting in the farm work and the management of
Uw homestead. Mr. Walker in politics was n stanch
n<lhercnt of the Democratic party ann his religious
views coincide with the doctrines of the Methoilist
Episcopal Church. He was careful and conscientious in the transaction of business and gave substantial aid to the various enterprises calcu Ia ted for
the advancement of the people arounrl him. He
wns one of the pillars of the church in which he bad
officiated as Class-Leader for some years. Tbe
family holds a good position in tile community and
is lookerl upon as forming a portion of its reliable
element.

e

OL. JOSEPH LEFFEL, a life.Jong resident
of Clark County, is carrying on a large and
extensive business in Springfield as n breet1er
of fancy poultry, and of pets of various kinds, his
trade extending all over the United States; h~ is
also engaged in training and selling Shetland
ponies. He was born near 1\Iedway, September 21,
1833, and is a son of James P. Leffel, one of the
early settlers of this county, an<l a native of Botetourt County, Va.
James Leffel, after passing the first dghteen years
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of his life in the above named county, left the parental roof to >eek his fortunes in the Far We•t, as
this part of the Nation was called, and making his
way to this county, he cast in his lot with its pioneers. He found employment in a mill and <listillery, receiving $10 a month for his services. He
was very industrious and of good habits, and after
working at that low salary for four years was enabled to buy a mill.
At that time there were no railways or canals
here, and James Leffel used to take · his flour to
Cincinnati with an ox.team. Money was scarce,
and he traded flour oftentimes for merchandise,
which he would dispose of at home for cash or
wheat. He operated his mill and rlistillery until
about 1834, when he sold out, and purchased a
farm in Springfield Township, south of the city,
anrl gnve himself up to agriculture until his death
April 7, 1887. He was a man of consideration in
the township, in whose agricultural development he
bore an active part, and waS all-worthy of the respect accorded to his character. When he first
came here tbe county was but thinly populated,
Indians were plentiful, and in the forest wilds
deer, bear and other game abounded. He lived to
see the district well settle<! and wealthy, aod <luring bis residence here Springfield grew from a
hamlet into a city of upward of forty thousand inhabitants. The maiden name of his wife was Elizabeth Miller; she was a native of Virginia, and
departed this life some years before her husband.
She was the mother of ten children, six of whom
survive.
Col. Leffel attend en the pioneer schools of this, his
native county, the first one being taught in a log
house, and furnished with home. made furniture,
slabs for seats with the bark side down , and common wooden pins for legs. After attaining his majority he engaged in bee culture, and making a
thorough study of it, he p~tcnted a hive, wbicil has
since been used very extensively.
He finally
turned his attention to bree<ling fancy poultry, in
which he is extensively engaged at the present
time, having upward of fot·ty distinct varieties of
fowls. He has all the appliances in neat buildings ,
etc., to carry on the business to the best advantage. He also raise3 pets of various kinds, includ-
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rabbits, ierrets, guinea pigs, etc., besicles training
Shetland ponies.
In the month of 1\Iarch, 18i6, Col. Leffel was
united in marriage with;Mi~s Sadie Mead, a native
of this city, and a daughter of Alfred and Nancy
(Hatcher) Mead. Four children complete their
pleasant home circle, as follows : Joseph Frank,
Gilbert, Blanche ancl Philip L.
Our subject is a man of exceptionally fine character, and of irreproachable habits. In his business
career he has carried on his extensive dealings with
unfailing honesty, and has won and retains the ent ire confidence of tile many with whom he has
business relations. He is a man of thought as well
as of action, and his liberal mind and varied information make him an interesting companion. A
son of one of the early pioneers of the county, he
has proved himself a worthy scion of the stock that
laid _the basis of the present prosperity of this
t·egion, where his life has been passed.
In connection with his personal sketch a portrait
of Col. Leffel is shown on anotuer page.

e~

HURCHJLL

M. HAUGHEY. The little city
of Bowersville, Greene County, is sur~i rounded with some of the finest farming
land in the Buckeye State, indicating in a marked
manner the olass of people which settled here in the
early days. He of whom we write, and who
is now a veteran of seventy-two years, owns and occupies one of the finest of these farms, this being two
hundred acres in extent, and comprising a tract uf
fertile land, and improved with substantial modern
builings. This was his father's old homestead,
and the fact that the son has kept it up in a praiseworthy manner reflects no small credit upon his
industry and energy . It possesses for him a far
more than moneyed value, it having been his home
since he was an infant of six months.
The subject of this notice was hom near Wilmington, Clinton County, this State, February 8,
1818. His father, John Haughey, was a native of
Virginia, and the son of Thomas Haughey, who was
also born in the Old Dominion. The parents of

Grandfather Haughey were of Irish birth and ancestry, and crossed the Atlantic prior to the outbreak of the Revolutionary War. They settled in
Virginia, locating, it is believed, in Grayson
County, where it is probable they spent the remainder of their lives. In religion they were of
stanch Presbyterian stock, honest and worthy people, whose motto was to follow the Golden Rule,
and do good as they had opportunity.
Thomas Haughey after reaching manhood adopted
farming as his vocation , and was married in Grayson County, Va., to Miss Violet Clanch. This lady
was likewise bom and reared in the Olcl Dominion,
and came of Welsh parentage. The young people
commenccrl the joumey of life together on a farm,
where all their children were born. John, th~
father of our subject, was the eldest child. The
paternal grandfather fm a time carded a musket
cluring the Revolutionary War, and upon various
occasions used it. He possessed in a marked manner the hardy and substantial traits of his ancestors, and was well calculated to battle With the
difficulties of life on the frontier.
Upon reaching manhood John Haughey learned
wagon-making, and followed this trade a short
time while a resident of his native State. He was
married in Grayson County, Va., to. Miss Patience
Stuclivant, who was also born in Virginia, and they
lived in Grayson County until afLer the birth of
one child. Then deciding upon a removal, they
started overland with teams to Ohio, settling in
Hamilton County as early as 1812. A short time
later, however, they removed to Clinton County,
locating in Union Township, where the father
farmed for a time on rented land. He then purchased a few acres, of which he was the owner,
however, but a short time.
In the meantime the parents of Mr. Haughey
with their family, excepting one sistet·, emigrated,
about 1817, to Ohio, and the following year located in Greene County, the father purchasing a partially improved farm, embracing part of the land
now occupied by his son, Churchill M. There the
parents settled, and were successful in building up
a comfortable ho.me. The grandparents there spent
their last days, Grandfather Haughey dying wheQ
nearly eighty-eight years old. His wife had passed
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away some years previously at the age of eighty.
They were most exrellen t and worthy people,
greatly respected in their community, and although
not: belonging to any religious organization, were.
favorably inclined to the doctrines of the Christian
Church.
John Haughey, the father of our subject, was
very successful in his farming operations, and in
due time became the owner of six hundred and
eighty-four acres of choice land. In 1837 he put
up a fine brick residence which, although it has
now been standing for the long period of fiftythree years, is still a substantial dwelling, anrl a
fitting monument to the inrlustry and perseverance
of its builcler. He died at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Lurana Baker, in Silver Creek Township,
in December, 1876, and like his father before him,
was nearly eighty-eight years old. In early manhood he was nn old-line Whig, hut later identified
himself with the Republican party. In religious
matters he was a follower of Thoma;; Payne. The
wife and mother preceded her husband to the silent
Ian<!, dying at Bowersville Rt the age of eightytwo years. She differed widely from her husband
in his religious belief, being a member of the
l\lcthod ist Episcopal Church.
The subject of this notice was one of a family of
twelve children, eleven of whom grew to mature
years. He spent his boyhood and youth at the
parental homestead, that which he now owns and
occupies. He remained a bachelor until thirtythree years old, and was then married, July 24,
1851, in Cresar's Creek Township, to Miss Susannah Ketteman . This lady was horn in Hardy
County, Va., November 24, 1822, and was the.
daughter of Jon a than and Mary (Peterson) Ketteman, who emigrated from the dominion to Ohio
about 1832, settling in Cresar's Creek Township.
They lived on a farm a number of years, and then
removed to the city of Xenia, where the mother
died in 1872, after having attained her fourscore
years. Mr. Ketteman was born in 1795, anrl is still
Jiving in· Xenia, at the advanced age of ninety-five.
Both he and his good wife wet·c members of the
German Reformed Church.
Mrs. Haughey was one of a family of two sons
and six daughters born to her pat·ents, four of whom
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are yet living. She was eight years old when the
family came to Ohio, and was reared to womanhood in Cresar's Creek Township, remaining under
the parental roof until her marriage. The five
children born of this union are recorded as follows:
Albert L. married Miss Mary Hussey, who died,
and he was then marJ·ied to Anna Blocher, and
they live in Xenia; Charles C. took to wife Miss
Ida Crawford, he lives at the homestead, and is the
fath er of one child, a daughter, May; William J .
and Russell W. likewise remain at the homeste;td
and assist in the farm _work; Flora is the wife of
Edward Compton, and they live on a farm in
White County, Ind. Mr. Haughey cast his first
Presidential vote for Gen . William Henry Harrison,
and likewise voted for the grandson of "old Tippecanoe," in 1888. 1\Irs. Haughey belongs to the
German Reformed Church. It is charactin·istic of
the Haughey family that they are natural mechanics, skillful in the handling of tools, and very ingenious.
~---

AVID ENOCH. An attractive rural home
in Clark County is owned by David Enoch,
~· who is one of the Trustees of German
Township, now serving his second year in
that capacity. He resides on section 4, where he
ow:1s sixty acres of well-tilled land. He was born
in this county, January 31, 1825, and has lived in
this State the greater part of his life. Twenty years
were spent in Illinois, but he returned here determined to make this his abiding place during the
remainder of his life. He was reared to manhood
amid the pioneer scenes of the first half of the century, bearing such a part as was possible to one
of his years in tbe improvement of the country,
anrl in the meantime taking advantage of the opportunities afforded by the public schools to acquire an erlucation.
The schools of that early day did not em brace
the curriculum taught at this period of time, but
in them a solid foundation could generally be laid,
upon which a lover of knowledge could build a
more extensive structure. This was done by our
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subject, who has endeavoreci to keep abreast of the
times in his knowledge of current events and general topics. He has ever been interested in the
growth of his native county in material prosperity
and the higher civilization, and willing to aid the
enterprises which promise to effect those ends. He
is a Democrat and a member of the Reformed
Church.
llfr. Enoch has been twice married, the first alti.
ance being consummated in 1850. His bride was
l\Iiss Elizabeth Morris, who shared his fortunes
until November 28, 1876, when she passed through
the valley of the shadow of death. She left two
sons, John and William. The second wife of out·
subj~.ct was l\Irs. Susan Staley, widow of the late
Hugh Staley, of this cou"nty. Sl!e departed this
life December 1, 1889.
The parents of om· subject were Henry and
Mary (Jones) Enoch, natives respectively of Pennsylvania anci Virginia. Henry Enoch came lo this
county with his parents about 1812, and was here
reared to manl!ood amid pioneer scenes. The family settled on Chapman's Ct·etk, in tlle woods of
German Township, where they endured some of tbe
hardships to which the early settlers were subjected.
H•mry Enoch, who became well known througl!out
this part of the county by the familiar title of
"Colonel," was a public-spirit<)d, energetic and reliable citizen, whose death was mourned by many
friends. He was n member of the Democratic
party. To him and l!is good wife nine children
were born, of whom the following survive: David,
Mary, John, Esther and Henry, mostly resident~ of
this State.

HARLES HARNER. There are few permanent residents of Xenia Township,Greene
County, who are not familiar with the
name of tl!is old and honored citizen. He for
many years was one of the leading agriculturists
of Xenia Township, but some time since wisely retired from active labor, and amid the ~omforts of
n pleasant borne in Oldtown is enjoying the fruits
uf his early toil. He is a large property-holder,
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owning nearly one thousand acres of land in this
county, and he bas watched its growth and develment with the interest only felt by those came
hither in the pioneer days, and who labored and
waited for results. Its present condition is due to
tl!e efforts of those early pioneers whose names it
is designed to perpetuate in this volume.
The HarnH family is of German origin, and in
the Fatherland, Jacob Harner, the immediate progenitor of our subject, was bom. There also he
was reared, and later emigrated to America. He
was married in Pennsylvania, the maiden name of
his wife being Anna Maria Belly, a native of Hagerstown, Pa. The parents of our subject soon
after their marriage emigrated to this county and
settled in Beaver Creek Township when the country aroun<l them was mostly inhabited by wild
animals. There the father secured a tract of land,
built up a good homestead by the' labor of his
!Jands, and died about 1846. The mother departed
this life in 1868, after the decease of her husband.
Their family consisted of ten children, three of
whom are Jiving. Charles, our subject, was the
seventh child. He was born at the old homestead
in Beaver Creek Township, July 19, 1817, and
thet·c grew to man's estate, living with his father
until he was married. He then purchased the farm
in the northeast part of Xenia Township, where
he continued to live until his removal to Oldtown
early in the '60s.
Mr. Har~er was married in his native township,
1\larch 19, 1840, to Miss l\Iary Ann, daughter of
the late Morgan Morgan, a native of Washington
County, Md . Her mother bore the maiden name of
Elizabeth Reel, and was a native of the same county
as her husband. They were married in Mary laud,
whence they emigrated to this county at an early
day, settling in Beaver Creek Township, where
they lived until called hence. There were born to
them five S(lns and one daughter, and 1\Irs. Harner
was the next to the eldest. tihe was born at the
old homestead in Beave1· Creek Township, March
14, 1823, and spent her early life in a manner
common to the daughters of pioneer farmer$. She
attended the district 5chool and was trained by her
excellent mother iu all useful household duties, so
that she was fully fitted to take her place as the
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mistress of a good man's home. To Mr. and :Mrs.
Harner there have been horn eleven children,
seven sons and four daughters, these being named
respectively: Martin, Mary E., David J., Isabella,
Morgan J., Rose Ann, Martha C., Charles A.,
Franklin J., James H. and Samuel B. This large
family presents a spectacle of a circle still unbroken
by the hand of the Destroyer. The most of them
are married and comfortably settl&d in life . 1\Ir.
Harner, politically, is a pronounced Prubiuitionist,
while both he and his estimable wife are members
in good standing of the Reformed Church.

DWARD HARRISON, of the Lagonda
View Farm, in Clark County, was born in
Frederick City, M<'l., April 18, 1832.
His
father, Zephaniah Harrison, of Scotch-Irish descent, was born in Frederick County, in NovemlJCI' , 1795. He was a volunteer in the W ar of 1812,
and his company, under Capt. Brengle, lay on
their arms on Federal Hill during the night of
the bombardment of Ft. McHenry, ready for action. He was a skilled mechanic, a wi>e man and
a born naturalist.
The mother of our subject, Mary Ann (Haller)
Harrison, was two or three years younger than her
husband. She was born in Frederick City, of
Ge1·mnn parents, and was a Christian woman , possessing a large heart and generous impulses. During the late Ci vii War she and her husband were
thoroughly loyal and were, with other members of
the family, active in their efforts in behalf of the
sick and wounded soldiers after the several severe
battles which were fought in their vicinity.
Our subject attended school, public and private,
from early childhood until thirteen years old, and
then spent eighteen months in the printing office
of the Mirror of the Times, a weekly religious and
temperance paper, published in Frederick City, by
the Rev. S. W. Harkey (now D. D.) and the subject's brother, Josiah.
In the summer of 1847 he
entered a retail dry .goods house in Frederick,
where he remained four years, then engaged in
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the grocery business in tue same city on his own
:1<:count, until the latter part of tue summer of
1853, wh en he set out for the West, for the purpose of acquiring a practical educaLion. In the
fall of this year be entered the Commercial and
Teachers' Department of Wittenberg College and
so rapid was his progress that during the following
winter he was appointed by the faculty of the institution an assistant teacher, but from almost the
dny of the appointment was at the head of the department, and, at the age of twenty-two was appointed Principal, which position be held until the
summer of 1857.
Mr. Harrison then resigned his place and opened
a commercial school in Springfield, which he conducted with gratifying success until the spring of
1865, when he went with his fa.nily to Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, where for eighteen months he was at
the heacl of a business college, and successfully
taught the several brancues pertaining to a commercial education. In the fall of 1866 he was solicited to return to Springfield. He was one of
the incorporators, a nd the first Treasurer, of the
Republic Printing Company, which position be
resigned in the Sl)l'ing of 1868, and went to hi3
native city, where he conducted a commercial
school one year. H e then retnrned to Springfidd
nnil engaged in teaching and expert work pertaining to his profession until the latter part of January, 1871, when he entered into an engagement
with James Leffel & Co., water-wheel manufacturers, as bead book-keeper and collector, and is
with them at the time of this writing, 1890, being
now on his twentieth year.
~ir. Harrison was a successful teacher, and as an
expert accountant has few equals and perhaps no
superior. Since he firs t engaged in the profession
of book-keeper, expert work has been a large part
of his duties.
He has been au acceptable contl'ibutor to the agricultural press, but has written
sparingly and to the point, preferring to write too
little rather than too much.
He was first married in Hagerstown, Md. , August 21, 1855, to Miss Virginia Francis Gel wicks,
a most estimable young lady, a native of Fre<lerick City, and the daughter of George C. and Mary
M. Gelwicks. The living children by this mar-
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riage at·e: Frank, publisher of Frank Harrison's
Short-han<l Magazine, at · Newark, N.J., and proprietor of two popular short-hand schools, one in
Newark and th~ other in New York City; May,
the wife of Charles E. Mickle, of Lagonda; and
Jessie, the wife of Colgan W. Burns of Springfield. The wife and mother died suddenly at her
home on Dibert Street, Springfield, Februat·y 10,
1871.
Mr. Harrison contracted a second mat-riagfl
October 9, 1872, with 1\Iiss Mary Anne Woods,
daughter of the late Col. ,Joseph H. and Sarah H.
Woo<ls, of .Jackson Township, Cilnmpaign County,
Ohio. The present Mrs. Harrison is a Christ.in,n
larly of tine culture, possessing rare intellectual
and social qualities. Fur several years before her
marriage she was a popular teacher at Urbana,
where she still has many friends.
Lagonda View Farm, the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Harrison, is locaterl in Moorefield Township, three
miles northeast of the Springfield post-oftice.
This farm has a world-wide reputation as having
been the home of Ute• famous Lagonda View herd
of Jersey cattle, from which was made the Lagonda View brand of gilt-edge butter, the demand
for winch, at fancy figures, was equal to and_ often
greater than the supply. It bas been much regretted by his numerous friends that· Mr. Harrison
was compelled, on nccount of lack of time and
physical strength, to abf\nclon cattle breeding and
the mannfacture of butter.
In these branches of
rural pursuit, assist-ed by his most excellent wife
and daughters, he has had few peers. Mr. Harl"ison is a self-made man, thoroughly practical. He
has not acquired any considerable wealtb, but is
in comfortable circumstances. Politicnlly, he is a
sound Republican, de~ided in his opinions and believes in progress and reform.
For the benefit of those interested in Jersey cattle and dairy products, we append th" following:
The Rev. Ross C. Houghton, D. D., late pastor of
Roberts Park Church, Indianapolis, writes to the
Jersey Bulletin, under date of March 1, 1884:
"A pleasant ride of half an hour from the railway
station at Springfield, Ohio, brought me to Lagonda View Farm, the residence of Edward Harriwn, one of the most intelligent and genial among

my somewhat numerous ••Jersey" friends.
The
farm itself is ••most beautiful for situation," and
just the spot in which a rtian, whose mornings
are given to the exacting labors of city otlice
work, can so occupy the latter hours of the day as
to combine profitable employment witll restful
recreation. It is, however, chiefly of interest, so
far as these notes are concerned, as the home of
one of the choicest ,Jersey herds in Ohio, and the
place where son;e of the best families in Springfield purchase "gilt edged"' butter, which is beyond all praise, and for which they cheerfully pay
a long price. If any mnn doubts the success of
the Jersey dairy business, in the neighborhood of
a large city, let him ~ompue notes with Mr. an,l
Mrs. Harrison .
The herd is header! by Lagonda 4078, the on(v
living sun of Chrissy 1448, w!Jo yielded sixteen and
one-half pounds of butter in one week, and whose
dam, Kitty Clover 1113, was a fourteen pound cow.
Lagonda's ~ire is Grand Duke Alexis 1040, one of
the most noted butter bulls, whose daughters and
granddaughters will rival, in butter yield and in
the large priees for which they have been sold,
any family of Jerseys that can be mentioned.
Twenty-four cows, and four bulls, with from 12-!
per cent. to 50 per cent. of his blood, have sold
for $31,985, an average of $1,142.35 each. Lagonda is really a grand bull. Dal'lr gray shading
into black, with evenly incurved horns, a soft and
rich hide, and, in all points combined, scoring well
up towards perfection.
His get, an unusually
large proportion of which are heifers, are almost
invariably very handsome and promising.
Thus
far there are no failures at tue pail among his
daughters, and they are, to my personal lmowlerlge, highly prized in the herds where they are
found. Baron De Alphea 5111, a son of the famous Chief of Mad River Valley 2934, and Cremona 6721, stands next in this herd, and is fully
worthy of his place.
He is a rich golden fawn,
black points, and a little white upon his flank. He
traces, by only a few removes, to such noted animals as Mercury 432, Alphet 171, Sultan 58, and
Pansy 8.
Of the cows in this herd I have space to mention but few. Cremona 6721, Lady Felter 5059,
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Queen of the Miamis 6793, Dimple's Matchless
6794, Daphne of Clat·k 11621, and several others
will compare favorably with the lead ing cows in
any Western herd I have examined. There are
eight great-granddaughters of Sultan 58, with a
libeml per cent. of the blood of Albert 44.
I
found , on examiniug the pedigrees of the entire
herd, that the blood of some old and well estab.
lished family predominates in evet·y animal. No
testing . has been done at Lagonda View, but an
examination of the private 'dairy rec0rd not only
shows a very high average butter yield, but also
reveals the fact that a number of the best cows
could undoubtedly, by specinl care and feeding, be
brought to the figures of which we read in con.
nection with more noterl animals.
Quite a
num her of the very best cows and heifers are
liberally marked with white, a fact which the owner does not depreciate , and whieh does not seem
to prevent their sale, c,r the sale of their progeny
at most satisfactory prices. Mr. Harrison brecrls
for quality, not for fancy colors.
I nm not friendly to such rapirl breerling as
is practiced by Mr. Harrison, but I am free to
confess that I saw no inferior cattle, eithe•· old or
young, in his herd, anrl I am sure any good judge
of Jersey affairs could not fail to be satisfied with
the results, in every particular , of his management.
Any breeder of Jerseys will he both interested
and profited by a visit to this uhoice herd, and an
a!!quaintance with its courteous owner and family."
From the Ame~-ican Dairyman, F<lbruary 19,
1885: "We hnve lately been the recipients of two
baskets of butter, addressed to the proprietor and
editor of this paper, that were the fin est samples
of winter butter we ever put into our fathomless editorial maw. The latest sty le, you know,
for bntter on the table is in small lumps, fashioned
nfter strawberries or other convenient forms.
Well, in the center of these baskets was one large
lump, slightly figured, while surrounding it like a
basket of nuts, were two or three pounds of double
cones, containing an ounce of bu~.ter each, fresh,
crisp, nutty-flavored, hard and dry as rocks, and
with an aroma almost as rich as June butter. It was
worked almost perfectly rlry and yet the grnin was
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perfection. The color was a light straw, natural,
we take it, as the butter was made from Jersey
milk, and there was just a trace of salt in it. It
reminrlerl us more c.Josely of the unsalted butter
we ate in the best restaurants of Paris, than any
butter we have ever tasted outside of that heaven of
high living.
That butter was marle by Mr. Edward Harrison,
Springfield , Ohio, f•·om his herd of Registered ,Terseys, and we will let him tell his own tale. He
says: "Our butter is made in strict accordan ce
with the best dairy rules, from healthy and gentle J erseys that are kindly treated, bein g fed with
the best that can be given them, and in the making,
neither milk, cream or butter ever comes in contact with the hands. The sample I send was made
principally from the granddaughters and greatgranddaughters of 'Matchless,' a cow of some consideraule fame.
Mr. Hardin will remember her
and her daughter Dimple." Ah! well do we re.
member old Matchless and her beautiful rlanghter
Dimple. She was the first imported or registered
Jersey we ever owned, and the best. We bought
her off shipboard at Bnltimore, and got her cheap
because she bad a white tail. ·we a! ways felt
grateful to that white tail. The old cow died the
property of Mr. Bnrden, of Troy, N. Y., and we
know her blood tingles now in the veins of anumber of offspring high up in the fourteen pound
Jist. Dimple, that we believe has made over fourteen pounds a week, was bred exactly after our
choice; but alas, for us! the Club would not register her sire, "Wallace Barns." We sold the bull,
and never hnd the luck to get so good a one again.
The Club subsequently relented, and allowed him
to be registered, but too late to save our system
of breeding."

ILLIAM H. GLOTFELTim. This name is
a familiar one to most of the residents of
'ff'il/ the westem part of Greene County, as it
belongs to one of the substantial pioneer families
of this section. John A. Glotfeltcr, tbe grandfatber
of William H. was born in Lancaster County,Pa.; he
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married Elizabeth Newman,daughter of ,John Newman, of the same county. He left Pennsylvania
and with his wife and family settled in this county
in 1815. He purchased a farm of two hundred and
fifteen acres, two and a half miles west of Harbine
Station. This he improved and made a comfortahle home for him self and family. To him and his
estimable wife there were born eigilt children, six
of whom lived to mature years, wet·e marrie<l and
had families of their own, viz: ,John, Soloman,
George A., Susan, Elizabeth and Nancy. ,John A.
was a blacksmith and worlwcl at his trade until his
eyesight failerl ; he was of German dt•seent and ile
anrl his wife both spoke the Gcnuan language, as
it is used in theit· native State; they were while living me1n hers <;>f the German Refonne<l Clnueil and
died in that fnith on the farm whm·e tiley first settled. 1\Irs. Glutfe!Ler died February 29, 1830, aged
sixty years;-ten months and twenty-nine days. Mr.
Glotfelter dierl Decemher 22, 1860, at the ripe ol<l
age of ninety years and three months.
George A. Glotfelter, the father of our subject,
was a larl of five years wllen ile came to this coLLnty
overland in a wagon with his parents from old
Lancaster County, Pa. He mnrried Harriett Smith,
a native of Pennsylvania. They liHd at tile old
home place with the grandparents, an<l to them was
horn a family of eight chiltlren, six of whom lived
to mature years. Samil became the wife of Lewis
Maxwell; Mat·gnret C. married Henry C. Darst;
l\Iartha married Henry Ridenour; Ellen wedded
Perry Snyder; Fanny is the wife of J. A . Aulubaugh; William H. was the third child. The mother
of these chilch·en, one of the very best of mothers,
rlied June 25, 1859. lim· age was forty-nine years
six months and seven clays. For his second wife he
married Angeline (Weller) Ervin. Of this union
there were no uhildren. George A. G lotfelter was
a popular man, a good neighbor, a first-class business man; lle served as a Captain in the State :Militia
and rlied September 11 , 1866. On the other side
Grandfather Smitil came from Aclams County, Pa.,
to this State in 1822, located near Cincinnati, where
he conducted a hotel for a few years aud died about
i 825. The family soon after moved to Greene
County.
William H. Glotfelter was born April21, 1837,on

the farm where his fnthet· and grandfather lived and
where they died. As with them this was his home;
here ile liverl as a boy and young man. He acquired
a practical education and industrious habits . When
the late war seemed a reality and when tlte people
knew that we were to ilave a wat· indeed, at the first
call of tilree years troops he entered the service of
his country, enlisting in Company B, of the Twelfth
Regiment of Ohio Infantry, in which company he
served liS Private and Orderly Set·geant until April
18, 1862, when he rec'eived his fit·st commission.
He was with his regiment in over forty engagements, mRny of the most important battles of the
war, the first being at 8curry Creek, W. Vft., on
.July 17, 1861. After l\Ir. Glotfelter receiver! his
commission in 1862, he was detailed in command,
a part of time on special duty, scouting through
t.IIC mountains of West Virginia. and while so engaged with a squarl of select men made some dan.
gerous expeditions into Lhe enemy's country. In
1863 he was made a First Lieutenant and subsequently was commissione<l as Captain, but was never
mustered in as such. On August 11, 1864, he was
mustered out of service on account of a wound received in front of Lynchburg, Va., on June 17,
1864. This wound was a sel'ious one and resulted
in making him a cripple for life .
After the war wes over Mr. Glotfeltet· engaged
in mercantile business, at Alpha in this county,
for a short time and on the 11th of May, in the year
1865, he was united in marriage to Miss Annie E.
Hyland. Her father was Hugh H. Hylanrl, a native
of Washington County, Mel. Mr. Hyland came to
Ohio with his widowed mother and her family in
1832. Tiley settled in Knox County, where :Mr.
Hyland taught a wiuter term of school and in the
following spring they mo:ved to this county. :Mr.
Hyla nd was an educated man and did much to
place Heaver Creek Townsilip in the lean, so far as
erlucation is concerned; and to its honor it holds
that position to this time. He served the township
for ntany yeara as Justice of the Peace and was ,.
wise cGunselor for his neighbors and friends. His
wife is still llving and mades her home with Mr.
and Mrs. Glatfelter. She was a daughter of Jonathan Snyder who was an honored pioneer. He
owned the land where Trebein Station now is. He
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was largely inst•·umental in the building of Beaver
Church; it still stands us a monument to the sturdy
pioneers of an early day. In 1867, 1\h·. Glotfeltcr
located on a part of his present farm. At first he
purchaser! twenty-two acres, bnt from time to time
he has added to it until he now own~ over two
hundred acres, nicely improved and well stockcn.
1\Ir. and Mrs. Glotfelte1· are the parents of two in.
tcresting children, .Jessie l\1. aud Martha B. M1·.
Giotfelter is an uncompromising Republican in politics. In 1871, he was elected Sheriff of Greene
County, and served two tcrn1s to the satisfaction of
the people, who in 1889, elected him County Commissioner, in which position he is now serving.

Ol-IN DUNKEL, one of the most sub•tantinl farmers of Mad River Township,
Clark County , has a very fine body of
land, two hundred and eigl!ty-one acres in
extent, and located on section 1I. He is widely
and favorably known throughout his township, and
is looked upon as one of its leading citizens. He
was born near Lancaster, Pa., October 23, 1821,
nn<l is the son of John Dunkel, Sr., likewise a
native of that county , and of German descent.
The father of our subject was a farmer and
hotel keeper, operating as •·mine host" on the pike
between Lancaster and Harrisl!urg, Pa. He was
familiarly known as Capt. Dunkel, on aecount of
his services in th~ State Militia. He died in his
native place in 1859. His wife, who bore the
maiden name of Susan Kline, was a native of the
s~me county as ber husband, and the daughter of
Jacob Kline, a native of Pennsylvania, ancl a
stonemason by tmole. After the death of her bushand, the mother, in 1868, came to Clark County,
and made her borne with her granddaughter,
1\Irs. Fanny Kreider, where she died in 1883. She
was a member of tbe Mennonite Church.
The parents of our subject had eight cbilclren:
,Jacob is a resideut of Enon; Mary died in Mad
River Township, when about sixty-eight years old;
John, Jr., was the third child; Elizal!eth, Mrs.
Long, lives in Mad River Township; Samuel died
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tl!ere about 1878; Henry lives in Shelby County,
Ind.; Susan, Mrs. Landis, died in that county;
Aaron dierl inl'biladelphia, Pn.; Henry and Aaron
served in tbe Civil War, the former in an Ohio
r<•giment, and the latter as Captain in a Pennsylvania regiment. Aamn was confined nine months
in Libby Prison. He was a printer by trade, and
a man of prominence in the Keystone State, having served two terms as State denator.
John Dunkel, Jr., attended school with bis
IJrothers dming his boyhood and remained a member of the parental household until reaching bis
majority. Shortly prior to this he was married,
September 15, 1842, to Miss Elizabeth Binkly,
a native of his own county, and the daughter of
John Binldy, who had a mill on Welsh Hill.
After his marriage Mr. Dunkel employed himself
variously for three years, and then went into the
hotel with bis father, where
continued seven
years. He next p11rchased ten acres of land, and
afterwanl adrled to it forty acres, canying on
farming and hotel keeping jointly. He put up a
good house and bought more land, and tbus operated for eleven y ears.
In 186~ Mr. Dunkel sold this farm and purchasecl l!is present place in Iliad River Township,
this first consisting of one hundred and sixty .five
acres. There was only a smull house upon it, and
the later improvements are the results of his own
perseverance and industry. He has gradually added
to his possessions, and in the meantime bas given
considerable attention to stock-raising. His laud
is very fe1·tile, with a good supply of water upon
it. He has three sets of farm buildings, and everything about biro convenient for the prosecution
of ag11culture after tbe most approved methods.
His residence is one of the finest in the county.
The homestead is located nine miles from Springfield and two miles from Enon. Mr. Dunkel
keeps twenty head of horses, and uses two warns
in the farm operations. He bas a fine large flock
of sheep, besirles numbers of cattle and swine.
Of his first marriage there were born to Mr.
Dunkel six children, namely: Hem•y and Phares,
deceased; John B., a merchant of Enon; Elizabeth, Mrs. Esterline, who lives in Mad River;
Amelia, Mrs. Lipp, of Bath Township, Greene
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County; and Abraham, also merchandising at Enon.
The mother of ~hese child1·en died in Pennsylvania in 1853.
Mr. Dunkel cont1·acted a second marriage in the
Keystone State, in 1857, with Miss Mahala Hockman. This larly is likewise a native of Lancaster County, and the daughter of Jacob Hockman,
n shoemaker by trade. Her union witl:t Mr. Dunkel r~sulted in the birth of six children, namely:
Su~an is the wife of John Bowman, an engineer,
and they reside in Springfield; Frances married
Earl Miller, a butcher of Springfield; Aaron wedded Miss Lura Schrader, is operating the home
farm, and like his father is a shrewd business
mao; Annie M. is the wife of John Hower, Jr.,
a farmer of Bath Township, Greene Count.y;
Emma married Joseph Ervin, and lives eight
miles north of Springfield, Ohio; she is a teacher
by profession; Orn remains at home with her parents. M1·. Dunkel affiliates with the Democratic
party, and bas served as School Director, but is
no~ ambitious for office, preferring domestic life
to the exci~ement of a public career.
In connection with the biographical sketch of
1\Ir. Dunkel, a lithographic portrait of himself
an<l wife are preseuted. Mrs. Dunkel enjoys theuHivcrsal esteem of her acqnaintr.nces, and is a
Indy of refinement and culture, possessing those
characteristics which form the clements of true
womanhood. In the best circles of society she
and her husband find a cordial welcome, and are
worthy representatives of the honorable and upright residents of Mad River Township.

ENRY C. DARST. The farming and stockraising interests of Beaver Creek Township,
Greene County, have been greatly augmented by the snbject of this notice, who owns
and operates a farm of one hundred and ninetyfive acres on section 12. This property under his
careful management bas become valuable and presents a picture of one of the finest homes in the
connty. He is a native of the Buckeye State and

born in the city of Dayton, November 16, 1830, at

a time when the now flourishing town bore little
resemblance to its present proportions. lie spent
· his early years under the parental roof, acquiring a
common-school education, together with those
habits of industry and economy which have contributed largely to his later success.
The father of the gentleman of whom we wdle
was Jacob Darst, who is of German and Scotch descent. Hf was twice married, his first wife being
Mary Coy, a native of this county, by whom be
became the father of six children. Mary, the eldest
of these, is the wife of L. D.· Cottrell and they live
in Dayton, Ohio; Susan is the wife of David Huston, of Paris, Ill.; Saruh A. is deceased; John
makes his home in Eureka, Ill.; Elizabeth is the
wife of Robert Hanes and they reside near Topeka,
Kan.; .Jacob die<l when abuut sixty-three years old.
Later Jncob Da1·st was again married, his second
wife l•enring the maiden name of Rubamah lliohler
anrl being of Welsh extraction. Onr subject wns
burn of this marriage; he spent his boyhood and
youth amid the q~iet seenes of farm _life and when
reaching manhood was joined in wedlock October
11, 1~55, with Miss Margaret, daughter of Gem·ge
and Harriet (Smith) Glotfelter. Mrs. Darst was
born in this county, September 23, 1835. Her parents are represented elsewhere in this volume.
Of the union of M:r. and Mrs. Darst there were
born five children, four of whom are living. Edward
is a minister of the Disciples Church and lives in
the city of Boston, he married Miss Minnie Souders
and they are the parents of one child, a daughter,
Margaret J.; William I-I. married Miss Sallie 1\Iay
Som·bray and manages the home farm; Mary L. and
Emma R. remain under the parental roof; Martha
J. died when two and one-half years old.
Mr. Darst is classed among the solid and influential citizens of the county and uniformly votes
the Republican tickGt. lloth he and his estimable
wife are members in good standing of the Disciples
Clmt·ch. Socially, they are highl_r respected for
their many noble qualities of heart and minrl, and
deserve special mention as belonging to that class of
people who have assisted in bringing Greene County
to its present state of development and thus have
aided in making Americfl what it is to-tlay, "the
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land of the free and the borne of the brave." Now
in the evening of their well-spent lives Mr. Darot
and his wife can look baek upon years of fmitfui
labor and forward to the great unknown with pleasure, knowing that they will leave behind litem nt
neath the priceless memorial of a world made better
by their lives.

OHN N . GARVER, one of tuc proprietors
and adve•·tising manager of the Springfield
Republic- Times, one of the leading journals
of Southern Ohio, and a memb~r of the firm
of A. D. Hosterman & Co., publisilers of that ancl
other papers, is .ciassed among the ablest and most
schoiari.v members of his profession in this part of
the West. He is a native of Clark County, born
in Bethel Township, Septemller 28, 1858. His
ftttber, Benjamin C. Garver, was born near Harper's
F eny, Va., wilile his granclfather,:~Abrabam C.
Garver, was a native of Beaver Creek, Mel., a son
of Christian Garver, one of two brothers who came
to this country from Germany late in the eighteenth century and located in Mary laud. He was
a fanner, ann bought land on Beaver Creek, Wasilington County, and resided there until deatu closed
his mortal career. He was the father of eighteen
children. The grandfather of our subject was
rea red in 1\faryland , and about 1820 _bought land
near Harper's Ferry, and resided there until 1830,
when he came to Clark County, accompanied by
bis wife and seven children, making the journey
with a team. He cast in bis lot with the pioneers
of Bethel Township, buying seven hun<ired acres
of land, which was ileavily timbered, a small portion cleared nnd Ca log house standing thereon constituting the only improvements. The family
moved into the log building, which he afterward
included in a more pretentious frame house, wbic!J
is still standing. His death occurred in 1857, in
that borne which be bad reared with bard pioneer
labor. He had in the meantime cleared tbe greater
part of his land and had a fine large farm. The
maiden name of his wife was Elizabeth Rice, and
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she was born in Maryland, .and spent her last years
on th e old hom estead in lletiJel. They reared six
children, of whom the following is recorded:
Catherine, now dec<•ased, rnaHiecl Samuel Kable;
John resides in New Carlisle; Susan is the wife of
James Kable, of Mnco upin County, Ill. ; Elizabeth
is the wife of Dr. Isaac Meranda, of New Carlisle;
Benjamin C., the father of our subject; Sarah is
the wife of James Lamme, a resident of Springfield.
Benjamin Garver was two years old when his
parents brought him to this county, and be was
reared a nd educated in Bethel Township. He inherited a part of tile old homestead, and resided on
it many years, conducting agriculture. In 1885
he removed to Kansas, and buying a tract of land
ten miles from A nth ony, bas resided there ever
since. He was converte<l to Met hodism after marriage, and became a power in the church as a local
preacher. The maiden name of tbc mother of om
subject was Ruth A . Rohrer, and she was born in
Springfield, Clark County. Her father , John Rohrer, was a n ative of South~astern Pennsylvania,
comingJrom that State to Springfield about 1840.
He was a blacksmith, and opened a shop here and
plied bis trade , and accumulated quite a p.-operty,
which he lost, however, by goingsecut·ity for others.
I-lis death occurred in this city at a ripe old age, in
1875. The maiden name of his wife was Sarah
Thrnli, and she died in Springfield in 1880. Of
the eleven children born to the parents of our subject niue are living, namely: John N., Abraham R.,
Frank R., James L., Walter B., Edward M., George
G., Clara E. and Arthur C.
John N. Gar vet-, of this sketch, possed the early
years of his life on the old homestead that his
gmnclfather had redeemed from thf. primeval forests, and as soon as large enough assisted in farming. He was a studiou s, thoughtfuilan , and was
given fine advantages to obtain an education, laying the foundation of his knowledge at the district
school, which he attended part of each year; in 18 74
he entered the High School at New Carlisle, and
in 1876 became a student at Wittenberg College,
where be pursued a liberal course for two years,
and during his college cour~e taught school one
year in his native township. After leaving Wittenbe•·g he entered the Ohio Wesleyan University
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at Delaware, and from that institution of learning
he was graduated with a good reputation for
scholarship in the class of '82. After leaving the
university he was engaged t.be ensuing two years
as traveling salesman for the Superior Drill Company, anci then turned hi~ attention to law, studying for one year in Emporia, Kan., in the office of
Buck & Feighan, leading lawyers of tbat city. At
tbe expiration of that time he dropped his legal
studies t.o giv" his attention to newspapet· work as
city editor of the News and Globe, then owned by
Jacob btotler, and in 1886 he was appointed city
editor of the Sioux City T1·ibune. In the fall of
that year our subject went to Kansas City to engage with the New England Trust Company, as
inspector of lands in Missouri and Kansas. and was
thus employed one year. We next hear of him in
Lincoln, Neb., where, with A. D. Hosterman and
others he aided in forming a company, called the
Lincoln Newspaper Union, an d est.ablished a puulishing house in that city. In the fall of 1888 the
company disposed of its plant at a good profit and
M1·. Garver came to Springfield with his brother.
in-law, A. D. Hosterman, and with him and others
\!ought an interest in the Rep1tblic-Time.•, and bas
been c~nnectecl with the paper ever since.
Since coming here lilt'. Garver has established
an attractive home in our midst, and to the gracious :wd accomplished young wife, who so cordially unites with him in extending its charming
hospitalities to their numerous friends, he was
united in marriage in the. fall of 1888, and baby Benjamin completes the happy household circle. Mrs.
Garver is a native of Springfield, her maiden name
Anna Geiger, and she is a claughter of Prof. H. R.
and Nancy (Harford) Geiger, of whom see sketch
on another page of this volume.
As a man und as a citizen our subject is highly regarded in this city, where he has"' large circle of·
friends and acquaintances. He possesses an unusual degree of geniality, tact and quick wit, together with gooc1 business qualifications , thnt seem
so necessary to success in the journalistic profession. He is a stalwart Repu hlican in his political
sentiments, and he is promin~ntly identificc1 with
the social and religious interests of the community;
he is a member of the college society, the Phi Kappa

Psi fraternity, and belongs to the Benevolent Protective Orcler of Elks, No. 51; and he and Mrs.
Garver are members in good standing of the High
Stt·eet Methodist Episcopal Church.

~

SAAC MILTON ROBERTS. In driving about
this section of Ohio and viewing the fine farms
which abound, one would form a high opinion
of the agricultural skill which is displayed by the
proprietors of the various estates, and enjoy the
general air of prosperity which the country presents. The fertile soil of Clark County has been
well improved,and \Jut few farms can he seen within
its bounds which <lo not bear good buildings and
other evidences of thrift. The gentleman with
whose nnme this sketch is into·oduced, is one of the
rep1·esr.n tati ve farmers ar.d stockmen of Moorefield
Township, owning anc! occupying one hundred and
eight acres of land on section 35. His financial
standing is chiefly due to his own efforts, and the
success with which he is meeting redounds to his
credit as a man of enterprise and goocl judgment.
The father of our subject was James H . Roberts,
a native of Berkeley County, Va., and his mother,
Mary Wren, was born about eight miles west of
Alexandria, in. the snme State. The father was a
tanner \Jy trade and left his native State with the
intention of starting a tannery at Lawrenceburg,
Ind. His wife sickenerl and died, r,nd he then carne
to Ohio, maldng a permanent settlement here about
1811. Purchasing one ,l!Unclred and sixty acres of
Government land in Moorefield Township, Clark
County, he remainec1 npon it until his death December 19, 1863. He eettled in the woods, putting
up a log cabin which was replaced in later years
by a brick house, the material for which was burnt
uy himself. The latter edifi0e is still standing with
some enlargements and improvements. 1\Ir. Roberts
was a hard-working man and one who enjoyed the
confidence of his fellowmen. He succeeded well in
worldly affairs and not only assisted his children in
getting a start in life, but left to his family an
estate of two hundred and fifty acres. His first
party affiliation was with the Whigs and during
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the "apple cider campaign" he voted for Gen . W.
H. Harrison;· he afterward bocnme identified with
the Republican party. He was a fine looking man ,
possessing a good physique and gt·eat strength ,
which was preserved even under heavy labor by
his temperate habits.
The parental family was a large one, the surviving children of the first wife being William, whose
home is in · Iowa, and Rebecca, wife of William
Dunlap, of the same State. Of the children born
by his second wife, the following are now Jiving:
Agnes in Moorefield Township; John W. in Cbampaign County; Joseph in Champaign County, Ill.;
Louisa, Catherine and Lucy in Springfield; Amanda,
wife of Samuel Hodge, in Champaign County, Ohio;
Thomas H. an<l Isaac M. in Moorefield Township.
The sul·j~ct of this sketch was born June 28,
1839, in the county where he is now so well known.
He received his early education in the district
schools of tu'e neighborhood and upon the foundation laid therein has by reading and observation
built a structure of abundant information. During
his early lif~ he assisted iu the labor which belongs
to farm life in countries which are not yet fully developed, and gained a knowledge of agriculture
which bas led to his success in later years. Tbe
prin ciples of government and the love of country
which had been instilled into his breast led him to
take up arms in defense of the Union, during the
late War, an<l on August 7, 1862, he became a
private in Company G, Ninety-fourth Ohio Infantry.
The first general under whom Mr. Roberts
served was Buell, who was succeeded by Rosecrans,
an<l still later he was in the forces of Gen. Sherman. The first memorable battle in which he took
part was the desperate struggle at Penyville. At
Stone River be was sick a nd in the wagon train in
the rear which was captured by Wheeler's Cavalry.
He was paroled and sent to Camp Chase, and finally
exchanged and sent to Chattanooga where he partidpated in the siege. His regiment formed a part
of the brigade sent to re-inforce Hooker at Lookout Mountain, and the next day he was in the great
charge of Mission Ridge. He also participated in
the notable engagements at Resaca, Pumpkin Vine
Creek, Kenesaw Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, and
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the Siege of Atlanta. He took part in the entire
Atlantlt campai g n, and the glorious march to the
sea, as well as in the return through the Carolinas,
the last general engagement at which he was present being the battle of Bentonville.
'
After having served his country faithfully and
efficiently until the war was over, Mr. Roberts returned to his native State and county, where he
has since resided. He bas served as School Director
and whether in office or out is interested in the advancement of the cause of education. In politics
he is a firm Republican. His wife bore the maiden
name of Susan 1\f. Chaney and the rites of wedlock
were celebrated between then• January 8, 1867.
She is the daughter of .James and Ruth (Layton)
Chaney, who were natives of Virginia and Ohio
respectively. They died in Bethel Township, Clark
County, where their daughter was horn December
22, 1843. They have no children .

AVID SHAFFJ<;R, deceasecl, whose name
and memory will ever be held in reverence as that of a prominent pioneer of
Clark County, and an honored resident of
Springfield, was for many years intimately connected with the business interests of this section
of Ohio. His sturdy enterprise, devotion to business, ancl clear discernment in regard to money
matters were important agents in enlarging the
industrial resources of this region , and. his work in
that dit·ection will never be forgotten.
He was a' Virginian by birth, born in Berkeley
County, February, 10,1810. He was four years old
when he was deprived of a father's care by his premature death while yet in the vigor of manhood.
His mother continued to reside in Virginia many
years after her husband's demise, but finally came
to the State of Ohio, and pass~d her la~t days
with her children, dying at the home of a daughter in Auglaize County, at the remarkably advanced age of ninety-one years. Sbe re:~.red ten
children, and trained them to habits of frugality
and industry. He1· son, of whom we write, remained with her in Virginia till he was seventeen
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years old, when he came to Ohio, and at that
youthful age became a pioneet·, locating in Clark
County. He worked on a farm, and prudently
saved his money till he had enough to buy a fourhorse team, with which he proposed to engage in
teaming from Columbus to Cincinnati, as that was
a very profitable occupation in those days •vhen
there were no railways or canals. He soon had
all that he could do, and a part of his bnsincss
was to cany specie between the banks of the two
places, and he was often entt·usted with large
amounts of money , the banket·s placing the most
implicit confidence in his honesty, aud courage to
defend his precious freight if he were attacked by
highwaymen. He use•\ to place the money in
kegs, marked nails, to deceive thieves and robbers.
By his energetic management of bis affairs he was
soon enabled to buy other teams, and did a very
large carrying business before he left the rond,
and made a great cleal of money. The introduction of railways put an end to his work in that
line, and he then bought a quarry and turned his
attention to getting out builriing stone, which was
of a fine quality, anrl comman<led a large sale, and
he also bnrnt lime, doing a big business in both
branches. In 1850 Mr. Shaffer built a large brick
house on IV est Main Street, which his family occupied till 11;84, when Mrs. Shaffer purchased their
present fine residence on the cornet· of Factory
ani! North Streets. November 9, 1867, the liferecord of our subject was brought to a close,
and a vRiued citizen, a devoted husband, a kind
father, and an obliging neighbor was thus removed
from amongst us while yet in the full possession
uf the ripened faculties of mature manhouil, and
while· still in the midst of his usefulness. Posscssiug a large share of roundabout common
sense, honoring industry and integrity in thought
anci in example, he was a wise arid safe counselor, and his ready sympathy, unselfish kindness,
nne! generous bounty gained him a warm place
in the hearts of his fellow-citizens, and made him
PO!'Illar with all classes. He was a prominent
Mason,anci was very active in establishing the order
here.
1\Ir. Shaffer, while in manhooci's prime, touk
unto himself a wife in the person of Miss Cath-

erine Landis, their marriage taking place September 19, 1839, and this biography would Jack finish
without some mention of her who was so much
to him, ann without whom his life would have
heen incomplete, so it is with pleasure that we
introduce a hrief outline of her family history
in to this sketch. She is of French descent, her
ancestors on both sides of the house coming to
tbis country: from France many years ago. Both of
her parents, Henry and Anna Maria (Wolfe) Landis,
were natives of Pennsylvania, her father being of
French parentage. He was reared and marrie<l · in
Pennsylvania, and finally emigrated from there to
Ohio, in 1821, with his wife and ten children,
making the entire journey by land. ·He located
in Montgomery County fot· awhile, and in the
meantime looked around over tbe country to find
a suitable situation in which to build a home.
He came to Clark County about two years thereaftet·, and bought quite a large tract of land in
Springfield Township, and immediately placed himself among the most prominent pioneers of the
place. There was a log house on his land at the
time of purchase, ~nd a saw-mill anrl a distillery
located on Mill Creek, and he operated both, and
at the same Lim~ superintende<l th e improvement
of his farm. He also had a ftonrmill in operation,
which was the only one in all the country around,
an<l people came from a long distance to patronize it. A man of more than ordinaoy energy,
foresight and business capacity, he made money
fast, and accumulated a valuable property, but
after residing on his homestead for many years
be lost it by going security for others. In 1846
he returnerl to the East to settle the estate of
his brother, going and coming by stage, and on
the return trip died on the stage. This commu.
nity was thus deprived ot an honorable citizen,
who in the management of the various industries
in which he engaged greatly extenrled the interests of the county, and added to its riches. His
estimable wife survived him some years, her·
<lea~h finally occnrring in the home of her daughter, Mrs. Shaffer, at the venerable age of eightytwo.
Mrs. Shaffer was born in Lancaster Connty, Pa.,
March 20, 1818, and as she was but three years
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of age when her parents bt·ought her to Clark
County, she was reared and educateil here , and
here has passed the most of her life. She was ·
reared under the influences of the pioneer life that
obtainen here in her younger cl ays, grew up with
the growth of the county, ancl has been an interested witness of the most of its develormcnt
from the wilderness. She was carefully trained hy
a wise mother in all the labors of a good bousewife, so that when she married and was placed at
the head of a household, she understood well bow
to manage its affairs to aclvantage, and so as to
secure the greatest comfort to the inmates of the
home. She is a good and tru.e woman, with an
honorable r~cot·d as a loving wife and faithful
mother, and her children may well rise up and
called her blessed. Of her happy wedded life
with our subject nine children were born , of whom
the following six have grown to manhood and
womanhood-Martha, Elizabeth, Elm ina, Margaret,
Allen and David Nelson.

URTON 111. LOWMAN. Probably no man
of his years in Clark County, is filling a
more responsible position than that held by
the young gentleman above named, or is
better qualified by education and character. He is
assistant Cashier and book-keeper of the New Carlisle,Bank, an institution that c~nies on an excellent
banking business and demands in its working force
men of tact ancl ahilHy.
Mr. Lowman was born in Pike Township, one
and a half mile north of New Carlisle, November
19, 1865, and is the oldest child of Lewis I . and
Harriet (Stafford) Lowman. His father is a native
of the same township as himself, while his mother
was born in Bethel Township, Miami County. Tiley
now reside in New Carlisle. The ott1.er members
of the family circle are: Hattie M., Joe M. and
Garrett M.
Burton M. Lowman was reared on his father's
farm, receiving his fundamental education in the
common schools' and subsequently spending three
years in attendance at Witten berg College in

R61

Springfield. After coming out of the college be
entered the Post-offic~ at New Carlisle, but in 1887,
entered the New Carlisle Bank as hook-keepcr,clerk,
etc. He has now reached the position mentioned
above and will undoubtedly push his way still
farther upward, as he po.ssesses great energy and
is a thorough business man. He possesses the pleasing manners that combined with good charaetcr,
give poplllarity, 9. proof that he is a pl'ime favorite
being found in the fact that in April, 1890, in a
strongly Republican township, he was elected Township Clerk by a large majol'ity, although running
on the Democratic ticket.
An important step in the life of Mr. Lowman
was his choice of a com pan ion and bi8 marriage to
her August 15, 1887. Tbe bride, Miss Bertha
Smith of New Carlisle, is an educated and refined
young woman, who in addition to her social qualities is capable of wisely guiding the household
affairs, and possesses 11 noble CLristian character.
She is a daughter of William H. ancl Louisa (Davenport) Smith, of N ew Carlisle, was educated in the
High School of that place, and is a member of the
Presbyterian Church at New Carlisle. Her happy
onion has resulted in the birth of one son-Ho"'ardl.
Mr. Lowman finds n slight outlet for his social anil
benevolent characteristics in the meetings of the
Lodge of the Free and Accepted Masons, and the
public gatherings in which they indulge. He helongs to the Methodist Episopal Church at Springfield, and is looked upon as on~ of those to whom
church membership is more than an empty name.

ILLIAM J . ALEXANDER, attorney-atlaw and one of the oldest practitioners in
tile city of Xenia, was horn June 10,
1827, and is the son of Wasbingtrm and Rachel
(Clarl~) Alexander, the fonuer of whom was a native of South Carolina. Washington Alexander
was born in 1801, and when a child was brought
by his parents, .John and Isabella Alexander, to
this State as early as 1803. They settled first near
Middletown, Butler County, where Grandfather
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Alexander occupied himself as a school teacher,
but in the spring of 1803 came to Xenia and engaged in the practice of law. It is believed that
he was the first attorney in the city, and he followe<l his profession for the long periorl of forty
years, and during t!Jirty y ears of t!Jis tima was
Prosecuting Attorney. He was a man of fine
abilities, which the people of his district recognized by spend·i ng him to the National Congress
two terms, he serving from 1812 to 1816. Ilc
retired from tbe active duties of his profession in
1842, and <lierl in 1848.
Washington Alexaniler grew to mature years in
Xenia, recci ving his education in the public schools
of t!Jat city, and studied law, although never practicing. Insteail his inclinations led him into farming pursuits, which he follow ed successfully all his
life, tlle most of which was spent in Spring Valley
Township. He was married in 1824 to Miss Rachel
Clark, of this county, and likewise a native of
Spring Valley Township. Her father, Judge John
Clark, settled here as early as 1800. Both identified t!Jemselves wit!J t!Je Baptist Chureh , and were
prominent and popular in their community. Their
children, six sons anr! on e daughter, all grew to
matUie years. John C. is now deceased. The
survivors are: ·william J ., Jesse C., Augustus ,V.,
Fmnklin , Samll Isabella, the _wiilow of William
S. Frazier; and Aurelius. Mr. Alexandet· ilierl in
1867 ; his wife had passed away in 1849.
The subject of this notice was hom and reared
in Spring Valley Township, and completed his
education in the city schools of Xenia. D01·ing
his younger years, when starting out for himself, he
engaged in teaching and farming alternately, and
later taking up the study of law was, in 1865, duly
n<l mitted to the bar. He commenced the practice
of his profession in hi~ native town, was subsequently Jocateil in Wilmington for a time, and in
18tl2 changed his residencf. to Xenia, and associated himself with a partner under the firm nam e
of Alexander & Whitmer.
·
In Spring Valley Mr. Alexand er server! as Justice
of the Peace for a period of twelve years , and was
Township Trustee twenty-two years. He wa.s for
a time Superintendent of tbe Soldiers" and Sailors'
Orphans Home, but resigned, not being able to

give to it the attenti0n he desired. He was on the
School Board of his district for a number of years,
but he lms given his main attention to the practice
of his profession, in which he occupies a leading
position.
Tile marriage of William J. Alexander with
Miss Elizabeth Weller, of Montgomery County,
this St~te, was celebrated at the bride's home February 28, 1850. Mrs. Alexander was horn April
25, 1825, and is the daughter of John and Margaret Weller, who for many years lived on a farm
in Montgomery County. Of this union there "'ere
born three children, two sons and a daughter, the
latter of wllom dieil when two and one-half years
old-Perry A. and Charlie F, are numbered among
the well-to do farmers of Sr;ring Valley Township.
Mr. anr! Mrs. Al~xander belong to the Baptist
Chureh, anrl Mr. Alexander supports the principles of the Democratic party in a Republican district, where he bas received many evir!ences of the
people's confid ence. anr! esteem.

OHN HlVLING. Whcneve'l· the pioneer settlers of tllis county are mention ed, prominent
am ong them is note<! the snhject of this
sketcb who migrate<! hither from Maryland
as early as November , 1808. He settled on the
Little 1\fiami River, three miles west of the present
~ite of Xenia, which was unmarked, save by a few
dwellings. He had previously vi~ited this region
and purcllased mill property and land. At one
time he owner! all the lanrl north or Church Street,
as far out as the Fnir grounds.
Mr. Hivling, however, only resided a short time
wh ere he first located but about 1810 removed
within the town limits and opened an hotel in a log
building, situate<! upon the present site of the
Xeniu National Bank, nt the corner of Detroit and
1\lain Streets. A few y ears later he retired to a
farm where he 1i ved a few years but not being
quite contenterl with the change from city to country life, came ba<:k and purchased a store on Main
Street, where he followed merchandising for many
years and until r~tiring from the active duties of
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life. He was a citizen highly respecterl in the community nnrl rounde<l up the ripe olrl age of eightyone years, dying in 1860. He carried a musket
rlu•·ing the War of HH2 , and later serverl as Sheriff
of Greene County while he was keeping hotel.
Mr. Hivling was united in marriage with Miss
Sally Ankney in 1799. Mrs. Hivling was born
ahout 1775, and they became the parents of fourteen children: Margaret, the eldest, married John
McPherson ancl is now dead; Mary, Mrs. Nunnemaker, is now eighty-nine years old; Susan, Mrs.
Engel, deceased; Abraham was for many years a
leading merchant of Xenia and is now dead; Eliza,
Mrs. Baker, is eighty-four years .old; Sophia is
eighty-two years; Haniet, Mrs. Winters, rleceaserl;
Abigail was the wife of Jonathan Harshman, of _
Dayton, and deceaserl; Joana G., Mrs. Leaman, lives
in Xenia; Sarah A. died when about sixty-two
years old; Emily is the wife or President George
W. Willard of Heidelberg College at Tiffin; John
;. deceased; Martha was the wife of ,John Bell, of
llillsboro, and deceaserl. Mr. Hivling was n promi uent member of the Masonic f1 aternity of whose
principles he was a warm admirer and defender.
Religiously be wa_s connecterl with the Reformed
Church. His fathe1·, Nicholas Hivling, was anative of Germany and emigrated to America at an
early day, settling in Maryland, where he died.

J1

ARTIN SNIDER. One of the finest farms
in Clark County is pleasantly located in
Bethd Township,and comprises about three
hundred broad and fertile acres which, under judicious management, have been brought to a
high state of productiveness and afford a handsome
income. It has been placed in a first-class condition fiS regards the improvements upon it, which
include not only the needful, but much of the ornamental. This place is owned and occupied by
the subject of this sl<etcll, who, beginning his career
in life on a small capital, bas accumulated a fine
fortune, from which be rlispenses liberally to worthy objects.
The father of out· subject was John Snider, ana-
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live of York County, Pa., and born November 2,
1783. He was tile son of German parents, who
died in the Keystone State. He was reared in his
native county, whence he came to Ohio in the
spring of 1830, settling on section 9, in the township in which his son now lives. There he spent
the remainrler of !lis life, which was devoted to tbe
pursuit of agriculture, and clied January 23, 1851.
When he arrived in this State he was in the possession of less than $GUO in money and some stoek.
He invested his money in land, paying about $6.25
per acre, and while supporting a wife and thirteen
children, gradually accumulated addi~ional means.
All that he bad was made by himself. He was a
Democrat all his life, and n member of the Lutheran Church. His wife, in her maidenhood Miss
Elizabetu Broadbeck, was born February 16, 1786,
near Hagerstown, Md ., of Swiss parents. She died
August 21, 1871 , at the homestead in this county,
at an advanced age_
Martin Snider is one of the eldest of his fatller's
family, and was born in York County, Pa., February 13, 1812. On the farm in the K.!Jystone State
be was rearerl to the age of eighteen years, and
then accompanied his parents to Ohio. He remained with his father on the old homestead until
1865, some time afterwarrl settling on his present
location. For several years after he came to this
State he ran saw and grist mills, although he did
not entirely abandon farming, which bas been his
life work.
•
On April 11, 1865, Mr. Snider was united in
mnrriage with Miss Elizabeth Sintz, of Springfield
Township, the ceremony taking place at the home
of her parents, Peter and Elizabeth Sintz. The
latter were natives of Pennsylvania and Maryland
respectively, but prior to their settlement in this
St!tte had lived in Virginia. They were among the
very earliest settlers in this county, having located
near Springfield in 1805. There Mrs. Snider was
born, May 23, 1817. She is " notable housewife, a
good neighhor and a devoted wife. She owns
about two hundred acres of fine land in Springfield
Township. No chilrlren have come to bless the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Snider.
No man in this vic1nity is a more liberal supporter of the cause of Christianity, both with means
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and versonal labors, than Martin Snider. Heidentified himself with the Lutheran Church when a
young man, and bas been active since that time,
bot.h as a member of the congregation and a
worker in the Sunday-school. He belongs to the
Donnelsville congt·egation. He is a member of
the Grange, but is not identified with any other
social order.
Portraits of Mr. Snider and his wife are shown
elsewhere in this volume.

ASHINGTON WARD occupies an important pla~e among the enterprising anct
influential business men of Spring:ficld who
are taking a pwminent part in its upbuilding, and
<'S a leading real-estate and loan agent be is active
in promoting its material interests. ile comes of
gooct old pioneer stock, some of bis ancestors being among the earliest settlers of the State of Ohio,
of which he is a native. His birthplace was in
Moorefield Towuship, Clark County, and January
3, 1833, was the date of his birth. He is a son of
Charles Ward, Esq., who was during his lifetime a
man of considerable prominence in the county. He
was, it is thought, born in Mason County, Ky.,
while his father, Col. William Ward, is supposed
to have been born in Greenbriar, Va. He removed
from the Old D~minion to Kentucky among its
e~trly settlers.
After residing there a few years he
came to Clark County, about 1 796, anct was one
of the first pioneers of this portion of what was then
a p:trt of the North western Territory. Tecumseh
and his tribe of Indians still inhabited this section
of the country, and he was one of the committee
appointed to meet that noted chief to settle a
difficulty caused by tlte Indians killing a white
man. He located on what is now the Urbana
road, three miles north of this city, and there
et·ected a log house, which is still standing and in
good preservation. He secured a large tract of
land extending from Springfield to Urbana, and
owned the present site of the latter town. He
subsequently removed to Champaign County, locating four miles south of Urbana, where be en.

V/

gaged extensively' in farming and stock-raising,
residing there permanently until death closed his
earthly career, and deprived that community of
one of its most enterprising citizens. His descendants are scattered throughout different States
of the Union, one of the best known of them being
J. Q. A. Ward, the renowned ,sculptor.
The grandmother of our snbject, whose maiden
name was Elizabeth Ancterson, was a native of Virginia, and she and her husband now lie buried
side by side on the old homestead three miles from
Springfield. The grandfather of our subject had
three brothers-Charles, James and John A. The
latter was captu!'ed by the Indians when he was
a boy of six years, and was adopted hy the tribe
(Shawanees), reared by them, and married a squaw
and was finally killed in battle while fighting the
whiles. Charles and James spent their last years
in Kentucky.
The father of our subject was eighteen years old
when he came to this county with his parents, and
here he was married in 1827, to Katherine Foley, a
native of Clark County, and a daughter of James
and Mary (Marsh) Foley, natives, respectively, of
Virginia· and North Carolina, and early pioneers of
this county. Mr. Foley came to Clark County in
1806, and his futu re wife residing then near Columbus, he went for her on horseback, and returned with his bride riding behind him. He settlect in Moorefield Township, commencing his
wedded life in a log cabin, and resided here until
his death, in-1863, at the advanced age of eightyfour years. His wife preceded him to the grave
some years previous to his decease. The father of
our subject resided in Urbana until his marriao-e
and then settled on land two miles north of Sprh7g~
field on the Urbana Road, and devoted himself to
agricultural pursuits. His death at the age of
fifty-four, in 1848, while yet scarcely past the
meridian of life, was a serious blow to tlJe material
and social interests of the place, and was sincerely
mourned by all who knew him. He was a kind
father, a devoted husband, and his neighbors and
friends found in him a wi8e and safe counselor.
He was a stanch Whig iu politics, and he served
many years as Justice of the Peace. Tbe mother
of our subject lived on the old homesteact where
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her wedded life was passed until 1863, and then
remover! to Springfielil, a nil here closed her eyes
in death in August, 1886 , having attained a ripe
old age. She had a full experience of pioneer life,
and of the primitive modes of living, in her early
days. She was an adept at spinning and weaving,
and used to cook delicious meals before tile fire of
an open fireplnce before the introduction of stoves.
Slw was the mother of seven chilctren, all of whom
she reared to useful li V<S.
The son of whom we write g rew to a stalwart
manhood in his native township, and gleaned his
early education in the district school. As soon as
large enongh to be m'!de of use he was set to work
OP. the farm , and at the time of his father's death
he had to assume the charge of the old homestead,
anrl though ue was but sixteen years old be showed
himself to he fully competent for the t:esponsibilities that thus devolv ed upon him. l-Ie continued
to manage the farm with good results until 1863,
ancl in tbtl.t year toOk up his reSidence in l:ipringlid<l. Tile ensuing two years he was engaged in
the grocery business, and since then has canied on
his present calling as a dealPr in real estate and a
loan agent. In 1883 be built his present commodious and well appointed residence on Stanton
Avenue, and here he and his wife have established
a home that is replete with all the modern comforts and conveniences.
The marriage of Mr. Ward wi_th l\Irs. Jane Foley
(Swope) Patton was solemnized March 22, 1872,
and l>as proveJ of mutu al benefit. Mrs. Ward is a
nativ~ of this city, and a daughter of Edward and
Millie J . (Foley) Swope, early settlers cf Springfield. 1\ir. Swope was born in Adams County, Pa.,
October 12, 1814, a son of Jonatban Swope, who
wa; born of German parentage, and spent his entire
life in the K eystone State. !\Irs. Warcl's father
came to Clark County in 1835, and locating in
this city, became one of its pioneer merch~nts . He
also engaged in buying stock, and before there
were railways or canals used to drive his cattle
across the Pennsylvania mountains to ·Eastern
markets. He resided in Springfield until 1865,
and then, after the death of his wife, moved to
Buffalo, N. Y., and established himself in the stock
business there, whid> he still continues as a mem-

867

ber of the firm of Swope, Hughs & Walsh. His
wife was horn in Moorefield Township, and was a
daughter of John and Jane D. Foley, well-known
pioneers of this section of the country. Mrs. Ward
hns been twice married. She was first wedded in
1856, to Leander D. Patton, a native of Cincinnati.
He was a dry-goods clerk for many years, later
was a commercial salesman, and at the time of his
death, in 1865, was clerk of the gold board in
Chicago. l3y that marriage 1\frs. Ward bad two
sons-Edward and Charles. Her wedded life with
our subject has been blessed to them by the birth
of one daughter, Bertha W. llfrs. Ward i; a devoted member of the Episcopal Cllurcb, and her
daily life is consistent with her religious professions.
Mr. Ward is a man of good presence and frank
address, is progressive in his views, and in business
and financial circles his name is held in respect,
and he is. conceded to be an honor to the citizenship of his native county.

J

AMES HENRY RABBITTS, managing editor of the Springfield Daily Republic- Times
and the Weekly Republic, was born in this
this city April 1, 1853, and is a son of
Charles Rubbitts who was hom on a farm near
H erningsham, Wiltshire, ·Englan<l. The date of
the latter's bi1·th was Septem her 7, 1820, and he
was the son of George Rabbitts, who was born on
a farm in Rodden Parish, Somersetshire, England.
His father, George Rabbitts, Sr., was, it is supposed, a native of the same locality and of pure
English ancestry. He spent his entire life at farfiing pursuits and died in Somersetshire.
The paternal grandfather of our subject spent
his boyhood and youth on the farm and when
married located in Wiltshire, where he prosecuted
agriculture until 1832. Then not being satisfied
with his condition or his prospect•, he set out to
cross the Atlantic with his wife and seven children,
embarking at Bristol, January 10, on the sailer,
"Emily," and was obligPtl to land on Staten Island
on account of cholera, from which the ship's pas-
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sengers and crew hail suffered for a period of fortynine days. When able t<o proceed on 'hi8 journey
he started for Cleveland, Ohio, via the Hndson
River and Erie Cannl to Buffalo and thence by the
lake to his destination.
From Cleveland, Gt·andfather Rabbitts proceeded
to the vicinity of Strongsville, Cuyahoga County,
where he purchased land and engaged in farming
until his death, in 1848. His wife, whose maiden
name was Rhoda Nuth, was a native of Somersetshire, England, and the daughter of William Nuth.
She spent her last years with her daughter Anna,
in Lancaster, Ohio. Her ehilclren were named
respectively: !<:Iizabeth, AnnaN., Charles, Frances,
William N., Sarah, George and Charles.
The father of our subject was a lad of twelve
years when he came with his parents to America
and he resirled with them on the farm until twentytwo years old. Repairing then to Newark, Licking
County, he entered a woolen mill and commenced
learning the trnde of a weaver and manufacturer,
and was occupied at this busi ness until 1847. We
next find him erecting a woolen mill at Springfield,
on .Buck Creek, and which was the first institution
of the kind in this part of the country. The farmers around were all engaged in sheep-raising an<l
canierl their wool to town to be manufactured, so
that for some time Mr. Rabbitts was mostly en gaged in custom work. During the Civil War the
mill was operated to its fullest capacity. Mr. Rab·
bitts occupied himself as a woolen manufacturer
until 1875, then commenced dealing in real estate
and finally retired from active business altogether,
simply looking after his private interests.
The parents of our subject were married M~ty 8,
1848, the mother bearing the mai<len name of
::'4argaret Robison. She was born in Wooster,
Wayne County, and wa3 a daughter of James and
1\Iargaret (Wilson) Robison, who were natives respectively of Pennsylvania and Virginia. The five
children born to them were named t·espectively:
James H., WilliamS., Anna, Mary, and Charles R.
1\fr. anrl !\Irs. Rabhitts at·e members in goorl standing of the Second Presbyterian Church. The father
in the early days was a member of the old Whig
party, but since the organization of the Republican
party has been a stanch supporte r of the principles

of the latter. The subject of this notice was reared
in his native city where he attended the common
schools and later entered the preparatory department of Greenway Institute, which was under the
principalship of Chandler Robbins. Upon leaving
this he became a student of Wooster University,
whence after a four years' course he was graduated
in the class of '7 4-the first class which was graduated from that institution. During his vacations
he worked in his father's mill and learned the trade
of a wool spinner.
After being graduated .l\Ir. Rabbitts entered upon
the study of law in the office of Keifer & White.
He was admitted to the bar in December, 1876,
and practiced law alone until January 1, 1878,
when he became associated with his former instructors under the firm name of Keifer, White & Rabbitts-thc senior members being J. Warren Keifer
and Charles R. White. Mr. Rabbitts was engaged
in the duties of his profession until 1881, when he
was chosen as the Republican candidate for Clerk
of the Court of Common Pleas, receiving two
thonsand majority for the nomination at the primary election. At the regular election he was duly
placed in office having no Democratic opponent.
He discharged his duties faithfully and was reelected in 1884-87.
In August, 1889, Mr. Rahbitts purchased an in-terest in the firm of A. D. Hosterman & Co., proprietors of the Springfield Daily Republic-Times,
and assumed his present position. Finding his editorial duties incompatible with his official duties,
he resigner! his clerkship in January, 1890. Mr.
Rabbitts was married December 7, 1882, to Miss
Cornelia, daughter of the Rev. Nathaniel Burt,D.D.
and Rebecca A. (Belden) Burt. Dr. Burt was for
many years pastor of the First Presbyterian Church
of Springfield. He went to Europe on account of
failing health and died at Rome in 1874. His remains were laid to rest in Rome, Italy, beside those
of the poet Keats. Mrs. Burt was born in New
Jersey and is still living, being a resident of Springfie!<!.
M:rs. Rabbitts was bom in Baltimore, Md., and
came to Ohio with her parents. Of her union with
our subject there are three chilrlren: Burt, Margaret
and Frances. Mr. Rabbitts cast his first Presiden-
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tiaf vote for Rutherford B. Hayes, and has always
been an ardent ReJ,ublican. He was a member of
the County Executive Committee seven years and
Chairman three years. Both 110 and his wife are
members in good standing of the Second Presbyterian Church. Socially, Mr. Rabbitts belongs to
Anthony Lodge, No. 455, F. & A. M.; Red Star
Lodge, No. 205, K. of P.; the Phi Kappa Psi and
the Gamma Chapter of Wooster University.

OHN LUDLOW, banker, Springfield, is a
true representative of a pioneer family, who
are so well known that the name is familiar
to all, and his life has been of that energetic
stamp that is characteristic of the first settlers, who
hav·e contributed the best years of their lives to
the development of Clark County. His father,
Cooper Ludlow, was a native of New Jersey, born
June 11, 1783, and was married, in 1803, to Miss
Elizabeth Reeder, daughter of Jacob Reeder, of
Reading, Ohio, and in 1804 they, accompanied by
the Reeder family, came to the Mad River country,
settling ahuut three miles west of where Springfield
is located, where they established a tannery close
to what is now the second crossing of the Delaware
& Springfield Railroad. Here were born their children-Ellen, Mary, Stephen, John and Jacob, the
latter of whom died in infancy, and, in 1813, Mrs.
Ludlow also passed away. In 1815 Cooper was
again married to .Miss Elizabeth Layton, daughter
of Joseph Layton, to whom were born the following
children: Joseph, ,Jason, Silas, Abraru, George,
Cotnelius, James, Catharine and William, all but
three of the children being yet living; and, in
1832, Cooper Ludlow died, aged fifty-five years.
He wa• the nephew of Israel Ludlow, one of the
founders of Cincinnati, and his father, John Ludlow, came from New Jersey to Hamilton County,
Ohio, in 1790, and w:ts the first Sheriff of that
county The subject of this sketch was born in
this county, December 8, 1810, and his education
was obtained in the log schoolhouse of the primi.
tive days.
Upon reaching maturity, he chose
the business of a druggist in preference to other

J
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pursuits, and was for a number of years iu the employ of !\loses M. Hinkle, his pharmaceutical ed~
cation heing completed whi le in the employ of
Goodwin & Ashton, of Cincinnati, and he was aftet·ward engaged with Dr. vV. A. Needham, of Springfield. Aftu· the death of Dr. Needham, he became
associated in business with Cyrus T. Ward for
many years; afterward forming a partnersbip with
Joseph Wbe!clon. whose interest, after a time, he
purchased, and continued the business alone, his
experience as a druggist extending over a period
of more than thirty years. In 1851 he was elected
a Director of the Springfield Bank, and, upon the
death of Oliver Clark, became its !'resident, a position which he has continued to fill up to the present time. In 1864 the name was changed to the
First National Bank of ~pringfield, with a capital
of $300,000, the stock being subsequently raised
to $400,000, and to-day it bas on hand $ 123,000
of surplus and undivided profits. Mr. Ludlow
was married, August 31, 1835, to Miss Elmina
Getman, daughter of Frederick and Mary Getman,
of Herkimer Ccunty, N.Y., of whicb county Mrs.
Ludlow is a native, and of this union three chiJ ..
dren were born, viz: Ellen, the wife of Asa S. ·
Bu•hnell; Frederick, who resides in California; and
Charles, the successor of his father in the drug
business, in Springfield. Politically, Mr. Ludlow
was a Whig, casting his first vote for Hem·y Clay,
in 1832, and, on the formation of the Republican
party, he joined its standard and still clings to its
principles. He has no official aspirations, but feels
proud of the distinction of having for fourteen
years held the office of Treasurer of the Clark
County Bible Society, devoting much time to this
cause. For forty years he has been a member of
the Episcopal Churcb, of which denomination his
wife is also a consistent adherent, and both are in
the enjoyment of good health and vigorous old
age. 1\Ir. Ludlow was one of the .projectors of
Fern Cliff Cemetery, was one of its first Di1 ectors,
and has been President of the Board of Trustees
since its organization. He was well acquainted
with all the pioneers of Clark County, John
Daugherty, David Lowry, Griffith Foos, John
Humphreys, Maddox Fisher, and many others, whose
names will appear in the history of Clark County.
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He furnished the Clark County 1-listoric,al i:iociety
n ;,urn ber of his personal reminiscences of the early
history of the county and city of Springfiehl, which
pnpel'S n~·e now on file with the Historical Society
of Cleveland, anrl his assistance in fumishing data
for the present work has been invaluable. He is
noted for his liberalty for charitable purposes, and
hns ever been foremost in u~ing his means for the
development of the business interests of the city;
kind anci obliging in his manners, his course in life
has been such thnt he scarcely ever harl nn enemy ,
anrl his warmest frienrls are those who know him
best.
The home of Mr. Lurllow is just outside the
city limits in an elegant resicl ence of the Eliznbcthian sty!<: of architecture, his grounrls being
equal in beauty to ttny in the city, anrl here the
nged couple, happy in the enjoyment of each
others soci~ty, are journeying down the hillside of
life hanrl in hand, loving and trusting each other,
while the lingering sunset of old age casts its
sharlows back o'er long years fruitful of good anrl
usefulness.

RO~'.

HEZEKIAH R. GEIGER is distinguished in the erlucational annals of Ohio
as one of the founders of Wittenberg College, whose erudition and earnest labors
in its behalf, while holding one of its professor.
ships, contributed largely to raise it to the highest
eminence among the literary institutions of its
class in our land. He severed his connection with
the college after mnny years service within its
walls, only to accept a position with the Un:ted
States Geological Survey, remaining with it several years until his resignation in 1890.
The Professor is a native of .Pennsylvania, born
in Greencastle, Franklin County, January 10, 1820,
a son of Henry Geiger, who was born in Schuylkill County, the same State.
His granrlfather,
Charles Geiger, was born of German parentage
and at the ti.ne of the Revolution was living near
Ph;jadelphia, and bore an hono•·able part in the
struggle for freedom between the Colonists and the

~

mothe•· conntry. He was a miller by trade, anrl
so far as known, spent his entire life in Pennsylvania. The father of our subject was reared and
married in his native State, anrl resided there until 1832, and then , animaterl by the same spirit
tJwt led some of !Jis ancestry to cross the waters
from the German fatherland, he emigrated to a
more newly settlerl country, corning to Ohio with
his wife and seven c!Jildren. He located fir;t in
CoiL1mbiana County, but later removed to Champaign County and cast in his lot with its piont:ero.
l-Ie bought property in Urbana, and lived •·etired
in his last years, spending the latter part of
his life with his children, but clied in Dayton at
the house of his elrlest son, Dr. Geiger. lie was
a man of goorl mental calibre, and sober, eamest
convictions, a goorl citizen, and, true to the blood
of the Revolutionary grandsil·e coursing through
his veins, he was intensely loyal in his patriotic
<ievotion to his country, and at the breaking out
of the war, eagerly offered his services to defend
thB honor of the old flag, but to llis SOITOW he w•s
rejected on account of his advanced age. Jn the
time of the war of 1812 be was an ardent Democrat and served as a solrlier in that war anrl participated in seveml of the important and hard
fought battles along the lakes unrler Gen. Scott.
He was a man of brave and steding qualities as a
solrlier and a patriot, but afterwarrl joined the
Whigs, and when the Republican party was organized he fell into its ranks. Both he and his
wife were consistent members of the Lutheran
Cllureh, showing by the rectitude of theh·!ives the
reality of their religious p•·ofessions. His wife
rlierl some years before he did in their home in
Urbana. They were the parents of twelve chilrlren, eleven sons and 011e daughter.
The son of whom we write was the third in orrler of birth. His early life was passed in his nanative State, where he was giveR every arlvautage
to gain a liberal education, and he was graduated
from Pennsylvania College in the class of 1846,
with a high rank in scholarship. After leaving
college he came to Springfield and becamn irlenti7
fied with its best educational interests as one of
the founders of Wittenberg College, and to his
devoted work in its behalf it owes much of its
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success. When the college opened he accepted a
professorship and became instructor of naturai
sciences and mathematics, and during his connection with the institution he was one of its most
eamest and cultured Leachers; his thorough familimiLy witlt the subjects taught, his easy and clear
method of instt·uction, combined with his ever
courteous and kindly considerations for, and sincere interest in the welfare of"thc students who
were so fortunate to sit under his teachings made
him a gene1·al favorite with all, and he sLill holds
a w11rm pla~e in the hearts of many who have
since gone forth in the world and have risen to
places of prominence in various walks of life. As
the school grew in numbers, the Professor's duties
grew more arduous and he had to resign the chait·
of mathematics, and devote himself exclusively to
teaching the natural sciences. He was thus engaged for many years till his resignation in 1882,
much to the regret of the eollege authorities, and
all connected with the institution. The same year,
1H8~, he accepted a position as a member .of the
Uuitcd States Geological Survey, for which his
well-trained mind amply qualified him. He re.
mained with the Survey until 18~0 when be resigned his position.
Prof. Geiger was united in marriage to Miss
Nancy Melvina Hartford, December 14, 1854. She
is a lady of fine mind, which has been broac!ened
and deepened by thorough culture, rendering her
a fitting companion for the man by whose side she
has walked life's journey for more than thirty
years. She is a native of West Virginia but re.
ceived her education in Steubenville, this State,
and met her future husband here in Springfield
where she had come to accept a position as
teacher in the Presbyterian Seminary. The happiness of their felicitous wedded life has been increased by the seven children born to them as
follows: Alice C., Albert, Elizabeth, the wife of Arthur D. Hosterman, of whom see sketch; Anna, the
wife of John N. Garver; Harry M., Ella T., and
Frank.
As a teacher, our subject was an ornament to
the profession; as a scientist, a man of exceptional
talent and fine mentality, his acute and accurate
powers of observation, and keen analytical mind
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made his services invaluable both to the college,
with which Ids name will ever be associated, and
to the Government while in its employ. The Professor is as active in the religious as in the edtwational cause of that denomination for whose interests
he bas so long been a worker, and he, his wife and
five of his children are members of the First Lutheran Church of this city.

DWARD R. WALTON, a leading farmer of
Spring Valley Township, Greene County,
~ h"s a finely located country home a half
mile north of New Burlington, compr1smg one
hundred and thirty-one acres under good cultivation and embellished with neat modern buildings.
This township has been tbe life-long home of ll'!r.
Walton as it was here he was born January 5, 1832.
His parents were Samuel and Catharine (Mendenhall) Walton. Samuel Walton was born March
26, 1804, in Frederick County, Va. His wife,
Catharine, was born September 19, 1801, in Guilford County, tlmt State.
The father of our subject emigrated to Ohio
with his p~rents by wagon, and they settled up.on
the present site of Spring Valley, which re.
mained the home of Samuel Walton until his
death, March 9, 1844. The mother survived her
husband for a period of twenty years, her death
takir.g place at the old homestead, April18, 1864.
They reared six children to maturity, these being
Ruth, who married James Mills and is now a resident of Marion Couuty, Ind.; :Milo in Spring Valley; Edward R., our subject; John, who died in
December, 1860; Moses A. is the Superintendent of
the County Infirmary of this county, and William
M., of California. The father was a Whig politically, and religiously, belonged to the Society of
Friends. He left a well-improved farm of one
hundred aud twenty-tluee acres which he bad built
up from the primitive soil and which furnished to
himself and family a comfortable home. He was a
man respected by all who knew him.
The paternal grandfather of our subject was Edward Walton, a native of Shenandoah County, V a.,
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nncl born January 3, 1777. He manied Deborah
Allen, wlw was born April 10, 1775, likewise in
\'irginia, they becoming the parents of the following children, namely: Samuel, Elizabeth, Moses,
Eunice. E<lward, Hannah and John. The two eldest wet·e n-:ttives of the Old Dominion. Grandfather
Walton emigrale<l to Ohio overland with teams
and settled on about four hun<lred acres of land
where Spring Valley now stands. He laid ont the
first lots for the town, togetber with his son Moses,
twenty-four in all; he spent the remainder of his
days in this •·e~rion, <lying at a ripe ol<l age. Being
a Qnnker in religiOtvi belief, he refuse<I to enter the
military service an<lwas fined accor,Jingly a number
of times. He <leparte<l hence April10, 1867, having
snrvivt•<l his wife many years, her death taking
place September 11, 1842. Grandmother Walton
was ;ixty-seven years old. The family in this
country descended from three or four brothers
who came over from England in 1664 in advance
of William Penn and settled on the ~chuylkill River
above Philadephia, Pa.
The mother of onr subject was tbe daughter of
John and Ruth (Brown) Men<lenhall,who were born
in Guilford County, N.C .. l\Iarch 6, 1759, and April
4, 1767, respectively . Gran<lfatber 1\Iendenhall
came to this county in 1804, and locaLe<! in Spring
Vailey Township, four miles soutb of Xenia, where
he secured betwe<on three and four hundred acres
of land. TbP children of this worthy couple were
named respecLively, Richard, Joseph , Margaret,
Aaron, Ruth, Catherine, 'Villiam, Benjamin, Nathan, John and Nancy . The two last mentioned
died young.
The subject of this i10tice spent his boyhood an <'I
youth under the parental roof, acquiring a common-school education · in his native township and
becoming familiar with the various employments
of farm life. Upon leaving sehoul he taught two
terms, one in Spring Valley Township and one in
Iowa. When twenty. two years old he began farming on his own account, and in 1856, went to
Adair County, Iowa, wbere he spent two.years on
a farm, having in the meantime purchased, in 18.'i4,
four hundred acres of Janrl. Upon this he built
three houses then sold out and in 1859, crossed
the plains to California, locating in Siskiyou

County. He occupied himself in mining and
teaming and after spending five years in the Golden
State, went into Nevada and for some time was engaged in prospecting and hauling ore and salt.
l\Ir. Walton spent ten years on the Pacific Slope
including three years in Montana. In 1869, he t·eturned to Iowa where he remained until 1873.
That year he came to this county an<l located
where he now resides. He is looked upon as a usefulnud reliable citizen, is Republican in politics
and has served as Justice of tbe Peace for two
terms. He has helcl the office of Township Trustee for ten years. He was married March 2, 1871,
to Miss Alice, daughter of John and Rebecca
(Steddon) Compton. Tbis la:ly was born JannRry
7, 1836, in Spring Valley, of parents who were na.
tives of Ohio, and are now living iu this township.
Of her union with our subject there have been
born tl!l'ee c!Jil<lren, t!Je eldest of whom, Ruthetta,
died at the age of six years :md eight montbs.
Anna E. was born September 11, 1876, and died
January 29, 18iS; Catherine was bom May 14,
1874, and died December tO, 1878; Hettie, their
only remaining child, was burn January 24, 1880.
The maternal grandmother of our subject, Ruth
(Brown) Menclenhall, witnessed the Indian batUe
of Guilford Court-House, N. C. Her father was
killed by t.he Indians in Eastern Ohio while on a
prospecting tour prior to 1800. l\lr. Walton during !:tis sojourn in the far West also bad some experience with the treacherous savages.

•
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~-,~I-lOMAS B. CUM~HNG~ is one of the lead~

ing fanners o_f Cre_sar's Creek Townsbip, hio
home bemg SIX mtlcs south of Xenia. His
first purchase here was of fifty-five acres, for which
he paid $15 per acre, and to wbich he has since
added seven l.mndred acres, making one of the
largest farms in the vicinity. It. is well improved,
carefully cultivated, and brings in an abundant income. Mr. Cummings was hom February 6, 1814,
in the north~rn part of Bucks County, Pa., in
wbich his ancestors had !ivtd for several generations. His parents, James and Mary (Barr) Cum-
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mings, were born there in 1781 and 1796, respectively, and reared a family of seven children, our
subject being the first-born. The father was a substantial f:umer, and a man of considerable prominence, serving ns Justice of the Peace for nearly a
quarter of a century, ancl three terms, or nine years,
as Clerk of the Court. He belongerl to the Mnsonic
fraternity, wns a Democrat in politics, and n Presby tel'ian in religion. He <lied in the spring of 1838,
his wife having passed away the year before. He
was a son of Rohertand l\largaret (M'\rshall) Cummings, of the same county, and a grandson of James
Cummings, also of the Keystone State, whu marrierl a 1\iiss Marshall, of Scotch origin .
The gentleman of whom we write was reared on
a farm, and obtained a common-school erlucation,
afterward devoting himself to teaching for five
years in his native State. In October, 1836, he
nnd some neighbors journeyed in wagons as far
west as Columbus, Obio, when he took a stage and
rocle ten m ilcs toward Xenia, to which place he continuerl his j0urney on foot, reaching it in advance
of the stage,. having marle the entire trip from Columbus in thirty-six hours. For seven years he
was engaged in teaching, although he also improved tbe farm which he harl purchased upon first
coming here. During three years of this time he
taught constantly, but be subsequently aban<loned
the profession, and gave his time exclusively to
farming. He has set·verl both as Township Clerk
'"'d ,Justice, and is well-known as a liberal and
public spirited citizen. He contributes generously
toward all public improvements, and rl'uring the
war was liberal in his donations for tbe benefit of
the Union army. In politics he is an active Republican, anrl in religion a consistent member of
tl1e Reformed Church.
On April 27, 1837, l\'IJ', Cummings was united in
marriage with Miss Mary Boots, who was born in
Cresnr's Creek Township. November 19,1819. She
was a daughter of Joseph and Catherine (Peterson)
Boots, an estTmable and Christian woman, and a
consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. She was mourned hy. many frienrls when
remove<! by death, April 1, 1861. She was tbe
mothm· of six children: Joseph B. is the eldest;
Sarah Jane is the wife of William Conklin; ,James
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R., of Jennings County, Incl., served three years
dul'ing the late war; Thomas J., who was in the
service a year, dierl leaving three children-Frank,
Allie, and Dillie; Mattie is the wife of Hemy Long;
John is the youngest son anrl child. On October
23, 1862, Mr. Cummings was Rg:tin marrierl, his
bride being M'artha, daughter of Ward anrl Margaret (Haines) McNair. She was born in Cresar's
Creek Township, <tnrl is a consistent member of the
Reformed Church. This marriage has been childless.
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HARLES II. SCHULTE. Among the va,·ious inrlustries which give employment to a
large numbet· of persons in the city qf
Springfield, tbe manufacture of boots and shoes is
one of the most important. Mr. Schulte has been
established as a manufacturer of and dealer in boots
and shoes at Springfield for a number of years. His
present factory was put in operation in March, 1890,
and although running but a short time, bears every
indication of being an assnred success. The propriet-or has had an ample experience in the business,
while bis financial ability is unquestioned.
In connection with this sketch, the reader will
notice a lithographic pot·trait of Mr. Schulte, who
is now in life's early prime. He possesses those
characteristics which g ive indication of success in
whaiever career he might have chosen; as a citizen he is energetic, devoterl to the best interests of
the city where he bas always residerl. He is quick
in his decisions anrl firm in his advocacy of the right,
thus faithfully fulfilling his conception of life's
duties. Liberal in his support of the cit-y's best
moral and ed ucntional ad van cement, he bas many
friends in this communiLy, and, inrleed, wherever he
is known.
A native of the city of Springfield, the subject
of this notice was born March 20, 1855, and is tile
son of Frederick anrl Catherine (Winters) Schulte,
both of whom were natives of Germany. Tbe parents emigrated to America in their youth, were
marrierl in Ohio and for many years have been
residents of Springfielrl. The father is at present
conducting one of tbe retail stores of his son,
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Charles H. The latter acquired a practical education in the city scllools. completing his studies
when ahont fourteen years old, and ihen commenced learning the trade of a shoemaker. He
served an apprenticeship of three years, and at the
expiration of this t im e embarked in business for
himself on a modest scale. By a course of prudence
and good management, together with a close application to business, his progress was rapid from
the start. l-Ie first •located on West Main Street,
occupying a small store, but his business rapidly increased, so ihat he was obliged to move to more commorlious quarters, and be also established another
store. He gives close attention to his factory,
which turns out the finest of ladies' shoes for which
he bas a ready sale, both wholesale and retail. The
factory, although in its infancy, gives employment
to about forty hands, and it is predicted that in
the near future Mr. Schulte will be obliged to
double his force .
The marriage of Charles H. Schulte and l\Iiss
Anna Anderson was celebrated in Cincinnati in the
spring of 1877. Of this union there have bern bocn
two children-Helen G. and Frederick. The family residence is pleasantly situated on West North
Street and both in its furnishings and sunoundings
is in<licative of cultmed tastes ann ample means.
Mr. Schulte has very little to do with politics
aside from casting his vote with the Democratic
party. He belongs to Red Star Lodge, No. 205,
K. of P., and Protection Lodge No. 759, K. of H.

A. PAXSON, of Jamestown, the son of
John and Louisa Paxson, was born in
Beaver Creek Township, G reene County,
Ohio, July n, 1850. His grandfathet· was Aaron
Paxson, who was one of the pioneers of Greene
County, having emigratell to this county as early
as 1804, ft·om Fayette County, Pa. He w~s tbe son
of Amos and Cynthia (Beal) Paxson. He was a
grandson of James and Sarah Paxson, of Philadelphia, Pa., where she was for years a Quaker preacher of considerable notoriety.
The subject of this sketch was the oldest of five
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childt·en, all of whom are living at this date, death
having ne ver entered the threshold of his father's
fam ily. His earlier years were spent on the farm
of his father, engaged in the health inspiring pursuits of that vocation. l-Ie attended the common
schools each year during their sessions, and was an
apt scholar, and by the time he reached the age of
fourteen years, he had mastered their curriculum,
~nd, alibough at that time residing four miles away,
he attended the school at Jamestown, Ohio, for a
time, where he could advance in knowleclge, walking the distance morning and evening, and never
misse•l a day. He afterward. attended the coll•~ge
for two yeurs at the Ohio Wesleyan University at
Delaware, Ohio. He taught school at what was
known as "Larkin's schooll!ouse" for one year,
during which time, in addition to the duties of
teaehing, he reail Jaw under the tuition and supervision of the late Hon. J. A. Sexton, of Xenia,
Ohio. Aftet· his school was closed in the spring,
he returnetl to his fatl!et·'s farm , and assisted in
tile w01·k of planting and tending the crops, and
''eacl law at the same time. He attended the Cincinnati Law College for one year, was graduated
with a high standing, receiving the degree of
L. L. D. , and was admitte« to tbe bar of Ohio,
in the spring of 1874. While in Cincinnati, he
was associated with the law firm of Donha;n &
Foraker, but his bealtb partially failing, bis physician ad vised him to locate in some other locality,
and he loc~ted at Wasllington C. H., in 1874, ani!
became associated with the late Col. S. F. Kerr, in
the practice of his profession, witll flattering prospects of success. During the year 1876 he was
married to Miss R. C. Rankin, of Fayette County,
Ohio, with whom be bas lived a joyous, happy life
ever since.
W. A. Paxson, early in life evinced some degree
of literary ability as well as poetic talent; since bis
boyhood be bas corresponded for the county papers, and his sketches were always apllreciated by
both press and patrons, but be has never sought for
emolument in this line, although his ability and
great versatility, if used in this channel would most
undoubtedly enable bim to attain an enviable position. Some of his poetical contribution .~ are of a
bigb order, and will hear a favorable comparison
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with those of such poets as Will Carleton and
•Jam~s W. Riley. Some of his contributions have
ueen larg~ly copied by the press, and frequently
with favoraule comment. His de&criptive faculties
are of a high orclcr, smooth, natural , and sl•ow that
he is a keen observer of men an<l things.
His poems entit led the •·Rentecl Ftmn," and "The
Merchant Farmer," which originally appeared in
the Pittsburg Stockman, have been frequently copied and republisheu by request, and at·e masterpieces in their class of literntnre. By permission
of the author we here insert the former, as it will
undoubtedly not be unappreciated by our patrons
in geneml, and may secure from oblivion a gem:
The Rented Farm.
[From the Stockman .]

· "fis saicl !bat "Those who till the g1·ound
Have always most contentment found."
In other words, the self-same tbought,
That "Those who IJave with nature wrought
i:ihould never play the rustic clown
'VIw sold his farm and moved to town."
But if olrl maxims can't prevail
Be pleased to bear ou1· o'e1·true tale:
Old Farmer Hobson years ago
Acqnirerl the name of "Honest Joe."
He and his wife, Melissa Jane,
Lived in the house by "Maple Lane"
;;o long that all t!Je neighbors snirl
That ''until he and sbe were dead
They both wouhl stay upon t he farm."
'!'!Jere they_were both secure fi'Om harmNo noisy brawls to pierce their emsNo riots dire to raise their fears;
There for almost three score of' ye~trs
They lived in peace, so far as known,
Until t!Jeir boys and girls were "grown
And married off." Anti then, alone,
Like two old doves, materl for life,
Lived Farmer Hobson and his wife.
Th eir children all harl "settled down,"
Some in the country, some in town. ·
And spite the little jealous cricks
That will spring up between young chicks
They were all ••doing well enough."
Sai<l Honest Joe, "not half so tough
A time they have got to get along
~s Jane and I when we were young."
And every year at least one day,
Sometime in winter, sometimes May,
Jn mem'ry of the natal day,

Of father or of mother dear,
Who both were born the self-same year .
Tbey'tl get togetber, one and all,
·
Both young and old , and great ant! sm all,
And the old house would fairly rina
As i!Jey woulrl lauglt and talk and ~lng·
And swift the hours would speed away '
Upon this anniversary day.
·
T~en t_o their homes again they'd hie,
L1ke btrcls that to their nestlings fly
And, with sarl eyes, poor Joe anrl J~ne
Would say, "Good-bye! Come soon again!"
And at the gate-tbe olrl yard 0vatcTbey'd stand and lonk, and sob and wait
Until the last was out of sight '
Then t~rn anrl "do their cbor~s for night."
And With soft hearts alone again
Were left old farmer Joe and ,Jane
Both growing old, and child-like, t~o,
As olrl folks are most apt to doFor to ~s all the years go past,
Anrl whirl us through the world so fast
Old age comes creeping on apace
'
Ere manhood leams it.s sphere to grace,
And almost ere we are aware
Our heads are silvered o'er with care.
An< I thus the years went swiftly hy,
As to the bappy years do fly,
Until a year or so ago
A city friend said: '·U nde Joe,
Why don't you come to town to live?
There is no use for you to strive
As you two do. Take my advicA
And move to town; 'twill be so nice.
Rent out your farm for money rent·
'Twill make you more, r.ot lose a ce~t,
And so much easier you can live,
An<l have so much more time to give
To visiting, and such as that,"
And thus concluderl this chit-chat.
Wben Farmer Hobson that same day
Went slowly plodding on his way,
He muserl upon this "brand new'' theme
And prorlded up his sluggish team,
'
And looked around, as if ashamed,
And wondered if his team we1·e lamed
By such brisk driving. Then again,
He slowly plodded down the lane,
As if he feared to meet dear Jane.
His chores soon done, the horses fed,
Tbc wagon put beneath the shed,
Tbe harness hung upon the pin,
The "mill-feerl" placed within the bin,
The cattle tied witbin their stall,
The calves supplied, had ceased to bawl
The pigs from squealing hacl desisted, '
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And Uncle Joe had just assisted
Aunt Jane to milk the two fat cows ,
And walkerl beside her to the house
With well-filled pail upon his arm,
And glanced about him o'er tlle farm.
The evening meal was then prepared,
Tlleir thankfulness in words decl:u-ed
By Uncle Joe. The meal in silence masticnted,
'Vh en Aunt Jane, somewhat agitated,
Said, •· What's the matter? Hain't you well?
What's happened that you bate to tell?
I've noticed you for'r, hour or soYou act so qu eer-what is it. Joe?"
Said Honest Joe, as he wiped the dew
That from his brain had oozed through,
•·I rlon ' t know whether to or not1 haven' t given it ·seconrl tllought'But then I guess I might as well
The whole from the beginning t ell,
And so, to make it short, that Mr. Brown
Askerl me to-day to move to town,
To rent the farm and get the cash,
Anrl go to town and 'cut a dash.'"
•·Yes, nnd everything •go to smash,'"
Said Jane. "It's no wonder, Joe,
That you lJehaved so curious-no!
If that's what's worrying your mind,
Rest easv, then; we're not the kind
Of folks. to leau a city lifeYou nnd your p!ain old country wife.
We've lived here happy and contented
And this farm never shall be rented
As long as I'm alive. You' ve heard my sayl'll liv e here till my dyin' day.
I helped to pay for this here farm ,
And I woulrl rather lose my arm
Than see it go to stranger's hands.
No, Jue, we're fixtures on these lands;
As they say, in them law instruments,
We're 'tenants and bereditaments'Belong to the farm as much as the fences,
And surely you must have lost your senses
To think for a minute that I would go
To town to li ve-no, never, Joe."
Joe sat and never "opened his head,''
But listened to every word she said;
For be had learned this lesson in lifeTo never contrarlict his wife,
Bnt let her go and have her say,
And in the end he'd have his way.
Thus matters rested for several clays,
They each pursuer! their several ways,
And neither referred to the matter again,
Till at last the subject was broached by Jane.
Says she: ••Wdl, Joe, what would you say
It I was to tell yuu that 1 to-u ay

Had concludcrl to go to town awhile,
To just please you. We can give it a trial.
I'm get.ting old, as well as you,
And there wouldn't be half so much to do.
We cou ld live so nice, just you and I,
And .if you like it, I will try
To do my be"st to be contentedBut I hate to see the old farm rented ."
Hut, tu be bri ef, they moved to town,
In a bouse quite near to Mr. Bmwn,
The farm was rented ou t for cash,
To a farmer who was bold and rash.
And , first, he didn't like the way·
The fence s run, and so away
He moved the rails that years ago
Had been placed there by Uncle Joe;
He plowed up all the " little lots"
Which had been seeded down in plots
Of choicest grass to suit the taste
Of the"it· old owner; and to waste
Went all the work of many years
'Vhich almost brought his eyes to tears.
Tl1e orchard, fill erl wit.b choicest fruits,
Bec<\me a pastnr~ for the brutes,
Whiclt gnaweu and browsed, and barked the trees,
And many more such things as these
Occurred, t o show that the old farm
Was in the way of direful harm.
The windows, broke, were stuffed with rags,
The gate upon the hinges sags;
The "palings" off, and in the yard
The pigs and cattle standing guard
Around the door, and 'neath the bowers
Of Uncle's grapes and Auntie's flowers,
Her Hollyhocks and beds of roses
vVere marked by little "porkers'' noses,
Her pinks and peonies, daisies, too,
Made fragrant cuds for cows to chew,
While "horning" at the evet·greens,
And rubbing down the myrtle screens,
The Honeysuckle's frag rant boughs
Had gone to deck these selfsame cows.
The garden gate was on the ground,
While in the garde n might be found
A drove of pigs, whose lusty snouts
Were turning up the currant sprouts;
While others, as if in rage,
Were "rooting out" the thyme and sage
Which Old Aunt Jane, with ten<ler care,
Long years ago had planted there.
Old farmer Joe came down the lane
To "see the things," and good Aunt Jane
Conclurled that she would come along
"To get some air'' anrl hear the song
Of those olcl birds which every spring
Came around the old farm-house to sing.
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And, as they slowly neared the bouse,
And spied the yard well-filled with eows ,
The gates all standing open wicle,
They both with sorrow almost criedFor when they saw the work of years,
The objects of their hopes and fears,
All gone to ruin, naught but tears
Coulcl drown their grief. "'S too bad! 'S too bad!"
Said Uncle Joe. "It makes me sad
To think that what we so much prized
Shonld be destroyed as if despised."
They rappe<l at the old "parlor" door,
Where they had never rapped before,
But where the guests of many years
Had come to mingle joys and te:ws
With them, here through this door
They ne'er as strangers passed before;
But now as guests in their own home
Must they at this time only come,
And here again they did behold
What they had prized far more than gold
Had been abused and marred-destroyed.
Those snowy walls with filth were cloyed;
The "spare room" into kitchen tnrned;
A maiden in the "par· lor" churned;
The walls were pasted over with scraps,
And nails on which hung hats and caps;
The "mantel piece" with " marbled stripes,"
Was tillecl with old tobacco pipes;
The wood work, spotless when they left,
Was now of paint almost bereft;
And all about was so much changed,
No wonrler that they felt estranged.
They looked about, but so dumbfounded,
By the destruction which surronnded
Tllem on right and left, that tlley
Declared "tlley haun't time to stay,
But must go back to town again"
Both Uncle Joe and dear Aunt Jane.
It was "too much." They both "broke down"
Before they reached their home in town;
But not one word did either say,
Except Aunt Jane, who (by the way)
Remarked, as they came down the lane :
"Well, Joe, you c•m't blame this on Jane."
-W. A. PAXSON, Jamestown, 0.
Mr. Paxson has not confined himself in his literary efforts to the leadings of the muse alone, but
has written some very forcible articles upon various
themes, such as politics, religious subjects, and agricultural topics, having at one time secured the first
prize in a contest for the best article upon the subject of "Tile drainage of farm lanrls," and the second prize in a similar contest upon the subject of
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"System in farming," conducted by two of the leading agricultural papet·s in the Unitr:d States, both
of which were hotly contestee!. Although Mr.
Paxson was reared a Methodist , and still holds a
nominal membership with that denomination , be
is extremely liberal in his religious belief, not by
any means subscribing to the strict orthodox tenets
of that sect. He has always been a great rea<l er,
and an original thinker, and bas not confined his
investigations to one narrow channel, but has
launchcrl out upon the broad sea of thought and
investigation , having more faith in the nineteenth
century, than in the clark days of the superstitious
and ignorant past. He has always been liberal in
. his support of religious and charitable purposes,
and not obtrusive of any peculiar doctrine or belief that he may bave, saying "that what he may
believe or not believe, is the result of his own investigation, and the effect of evidence upon his
own mind , and if the evidence convinces him, or
fails to convince him, that is the result of his or-·
ganization, and he docs not cat·e to impose it upon
others unsolicited, as it might seem insufficient to
base the same conclusions upon, and would then do
neither them nor himself any good." "They have
l\Ioses an<l the prophets, let them hear them," each
one for himself.
l\Ir. Paxson has one of the very best ~elected
private libraries in the community, which shows
upon examination that it was not selected for the
binding on the volumes, but for the intrinsic merits of their contents, and its pages show that they
have been perused by one who does not subscribe
to all he reads, but has the courage of his convictions, and is not afrnid to express upon the margin
either his approval or rejection of the context.
Mr. Paxton has lain aside, if he ever rlid have, any
political ambition. Although a stanch Republican
ever since he has been a voter, so far as National
and State affairs are concernerl, because he believes
as he says "that there is more good mixed with
less evil in that party, than either Of the others,
nne\ because it advocate! more practical methods of
dealing with affairs as they are," yet he does not
hesitate to condemn that in the party of his choice
which he does not approve. He is outspoken in
his convictions, too much so to lead the populat·
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rabble in a race for the spoils of office, therefore,
he says he prefers to retain bis liberty to speak his
sentiments, to being trammeled, and thereby become elevated to political preferment." He is social in his habits, and belongs to the Masonic and
Odd Fellows fraternities , in all of which be has
held high official position, both with credit to himself and the orders.
In addition to his professional duties, Mr. Paxson also conducts two farms, one in Greene and one
in Fayette County, of which he is the owner, and
he there exhibits the result of his scientific research
and knowledge, in the various departments of that
line .. He has adopted several very important systems thereon, that show study, and that have proven
very proiluctive. He has his own system of rotation of crops, also his own system of drainage, both
of which, having been in use now for several years,
have demonstrated their advantages over the ordinary routine of thnt community, and are being
• adopted by the more advanced farm .,rs, who observe them, and as they say, with marked success.
He keeps up with the times in the various appliances and implements; believes in the most humane
treatment of bis live stock, and will not winter
more stock than he has both shelter and provision
for . His specialty in the way of live stock, is, in finislling off for th e best prices, fancy beef cattle, and
Cheshit·e swine, being the only pure breeder of
that class of swine in this locality. He is not 'II
ditllcult man to do business with, as he keeps Ids
servants, if they are at all worthy, a long time, the
superintendent on one of his farms, having been
with him now for over thirteen years. He is not
grasping or miserly in his habits, as all be says he
desires is a competence, and to live well, and educate hi5 family. He is somewhat of a traveler, having visited more than two-thirds of the States of
the Unitrcl States and Cana<la. He takes his family with him , when seeking pleasure, and upon the
whole, he enjoys life fully as well as it seems possible for Pne in his condition in life to do so. We
subjoin in his own language what he terms his
creecl:
"l want not gains begot by pelf.
But what I honest eam myself.
I crave not piles and hoards of wealth,

But I do wish for strength and health,
My family good and true and pure,
Enilowed with virt.ues that endure.
No honest debts unliquidated
No reputation overrated,
Uncurseil amidst the harpy tribe,
Untainted by the guilty bribe.
A faith in God, who doeth right
Unmoved by wrong, though backed by might,
No orphans' cry to wound my ear,
My conscience and my honor clear.
Thus may I calmly meet my end,
Thus, to the grave in peace descend,
And when I'm gone, 1'<1 have it said
"'Ve're sorry that our neighbor's dea<l."
It will com fort me in dying, to feel that it is true,
That the world is someway better for my having
traveled thi'Ongh."

Could the frontiersman,
\bENRY HYPES.
who years ago penetrated the wilderness of
>Jf!' unsettle« territories ancl paved the way for
~ advancing civilization,have seen th~ wonderful change which time has made in the faee of the
country, he would have nndoul>tedly rejoiced because of his share iu the development of the resources of the State.
Of the few who went in
ad vance of the tide of emigration, prominent mention certainly belongs to Mr. Hypes, who came
here in the fall of 1811 , when Ohio was considered
the far-away West, ~nd few could he prevailed
upon tu leave the comforts of their homes and endure hardships nnil trhls innumerable, to found
homesteads here.
At the time of bis arrivnl here, Mr. Hypes
selected as his home some. unimproved lan<l,
part of which is includeil in the city of Xenia, the
ren.Rinder lying at the edge of the town. The
no'-V flourishing village, wherein each day rises the
smoke of many manufactories and the busy hum
of toil is heard, was then almost a wilderness, the
stl'Cets being full of trees and stumps, while only
a few log cabins were to be seen.
Rockbridge County, Va., w:~s the native place of
our subject, and he was horn five mileo from the
Natural lkiilge, one of America's scenic wonders,
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on the 12th of June, 1775. As may be imagtion, of which he was one of the founders. Much
ined his education consisted more in learning the
of the present prosperity of Xenia i~ due to his
various rluties as,ociated with farm life than in
untiring efforts, and he was considered one of the
gleaning knowledge from the pages of history and
leading men of the place. He passed away Octoscience. Nevertheless, he received, mainly through
ber 1, 1854, universally mourned by the people
his own efforts, a ·substantial education, and acamong whom so much of his active existence llad
acquired a good training under the home roof.
been spent.
He was united in mal'l'iage when eighteen years of
age with Miss Patienee Reynolds, likewise a na.
tive of the Old Dominion.
After engaging in farming in Virginia until
1811, he came then overland to the Ohio River,
AVID R. HOSTERMAN is prominent among
and there took a flatboat to Cincinnati.
Immeth~ ~ntlu e ntial men of brain,. character and
diately after his coming to this county, he purchased
ab1hty who have devoted the1r best energies
one hundn·d and twenty-five acres of Government to the upbuilrling of the city of Springfield , anrl to
1"-nd, heavily timbered and unimproveil. The
the development of Clark County, and his financial
first improvement he made was the building of a and business tact and unbounded cnterpl'ise have
log bouse, in which he and his family lived for a
been potent in extending tlleir industrial an•l comfew years. In 1823 his wife died, leaving a fanJmercial interests; he is President of the Springfield
ily of six sons and two daughters, of whom two
Metallic Casket Company, and has for several years
alone survive, namely: Benjamin, who bas been a
been one of the leading insurance men of this city,
citizen of Lebanon, Ill., since 1829; and John W ., and is now Secretary of the local board of underof the same town.
writers of Springfield. He was formerly engaged in
Mr. Hypes contracted a second marriage with
the profession of teaching anrl is still identified with
Miss Sarah, daughter of George anrl Sophia the educational interests of th e county and State
'Vright, who came to Xenia fmm Bmnswick · as a member of t!Je Board of DirectOl'S of Wittenberg College.
County, Va.
Mr. nnd Mrs . Hypes became tile
parent~ of four children, all of wllom are living
Mr. Hosterman is a r.ative of Pennsylvania, the
and named: Maria H., Mrs. Drees; S. H., wllo is
town of Shippenville, Clarion County, the place of
engage•1 in the fire insurance and real-estate bushis birth, anrl April 2, 1837, the date thereof. His
iness in Xenia; W . L. pastor of the lliethoclist
parents, David and Susan (Reeser) frosterman, were
Episcopal Church in Cincinnati and Fletcher, also
also born in the Keystone Stat~, the fatller in Cena minister in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and
tre County, June 6, 1803, and the mother in 1793.
located at New Boston, Clermont County, Ohio.
The forme1· carried on the business of a tanner in
In all the departments of agriculture llir. Hypes
Shippenville for many years, and he was ·held in
kept himself thoroughly posted, and advocated the
high consideration by all about him for those manly
introduction of modern macllin ery as well as
traits of character that marked him as a good citieverything else tending to improve and elevate
zen and a man of genuin e worth. His wife prefttrming. Politically, lle cast his first vote in the
cederl him in death , dying in 1873, and his death
Democrat party. This was in Virginia, and t!Je
occurred January 31, 1875, both being life-long
party elected to the Legisl ature a man who could
residents of their native State. They reared five
neither read nor write, an occurrence which so
children to honorable and useful lives.
1lispleased Mr. Hypes that he left their ranke, and
Th<'ir son who is the subject of this brief bioever afLcr supported tile Republic•ns. In religgraphical review passed the early years of his life
ious matters, he was an active and strong member
in his native county, and was the recipient of exof the Metho1list Episcopal Church, and for fortycellent education:tl advantages in the public schools,
five or fifty years Jed the singing in that organiza. and at the age of eighteen was amply fitted for
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teaching, and entered upon the duties of that profession in his native State. He taught three terms,
and then being desirous of extending his education
he came to Springfield to take a course in Wittenberg College, and in this excellent institution of
learning be devoted himself to his books and
rapidly acquired a thorough knowledge of the
studies that he pursued, which were intt rrupted
only when he engage([ in teaching to sel'ure money
to pay his expenses. At the expiration of three
years he left college, and soon after was married to
Miss Harriet A. Chatterton, their union taking
place in Joly, 1859. She was a most amiaLle and
cultured young lady, and their marriage has proved
a happy one, and has been blessed to them by the
birth of Arthur D. (of whom see sketch), Frank C.
(tellet· Second National Bank), Hattie May and
Harlan C., all of whom are at home. Mrs. Hosterman is of pioneer antecedents, and was hom in
Dayton , Ohio, a daughter of David and Doreth!\
(Aspinwall) Chatterton.
After marriage Mr. Hosterman settled on a farm
in his native county, and gave his attention to
agl"icultural pursuits, excepting in the winter when
he taught school. During his sojourn in this city
when lL college student he .had acquit·ed a liking fur
the place and had been impressed with the excellent
au vantages it offered for a live business man, and
in January he returned to this city to avail himself
of its opportunities and accepted a position as
book-keeper and general clerk in the office of the
Springfield R epubUc, which position he retained lL
yem·, when he gll.ve it up as he was elected to the
responsible position of Deputy County Treasurer
for a year. He was then elected Secretnry of the
Springfield Fire Insurance Company, and be acted
in that capacity until1870, when he withdrew from
the company to establish a gener;l iusmance office
on his own account, representing a number of different companies. He was engaged in that business
very profitably until 1889, when he disposeu of it
to a good advantage to Wallace & Dye, and at the
death of H. l\I. Shcparrl in the same year, he was
elected to fill his place as Secretary of the local
bl'ard of Underwriters. In 1889, he was elected
Pr~sident of the Springfield llfetlLllic Casket Company, which was organized iu 1884, anrl is one of

the important industries of Springfield, and under
the able management of our subject its business is
increasing rapidly. Since becoming a resident of
Springfield, Mr. Hosterman"s ambition in settling
here 'has been more than gratified from a financial
point of view and in other d ire~tions, and he is now
one of the moneyed men of the city, and has built
up a beautiful home for himself and family, his
handsome and tastefully furnished residence at No.
1ilO South Limestone Street being the centre of a
refined and generous hospitality. Mr. Hosterman
is a sincere and manly Christian, a!!d is among the
foremost members of the English Lutheran Church
of this city, in which he has held the offices of
Deacon, Elder and Secretary of the Bo~rd. A man
whose fine intellectual powers have been developed
by ei!ucation, and who possesses in more than an
ordinary degr·ee those t.raits that make him quick to
perceive and prompt to judge and act in business
matters, he is prominent in all the walks of lift1
wherein his vigorous mind has led him, and the
financial, commercial, literary, educational and religwus interests of his adopted city and county bave
been ll.ugmented by his wise labors.

A. BR.OADSTONE, of the lirm of Moore
& Broadstone, undertlLkers, of Xenia, is a

native of tbe county in which he is building up an excellent reputntion among the
business men. He was horn in the western part of
the county, October 30, 1852, and was left an orphan when quite young. He worked on a farm
and attended the common schools, finally becoming a student in the Female Seminary at Xenia. He
then taught at Cedarville and in the western part
of the county for several winters, husbanding his
resources until he had saved the means which would
enable him to complete a course of st·1dies at Lebnnon.
After being gr·adnated from that place, Mr.
Broadstone entered the employ of L. H. Everts &
Co., Philadelpuia, for who·m be traveled for about
eight years. He then, in 1882, returned to Xenia
an<l engaged in business with John Shearer, in the

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.
undertaking line. About three years later the present firm was established.
An important step in the life of Mr. Broadstone
was taken March 8, 1881, when he became the husband of Miss Ella Critors. She was born and
reared in this city but at the time of her marriage
was employed as a teacher in the State school at
Coldwater, Mich. She is a daughter of Samuel
Critors, of this city, was graduated from the Xenia
Female Seminary, and is a cultured, refined and
loveable woman.
In 1883, Mr. Broadstone was elected to the City
Council and has served two terms during both
holding the office of President of that body. In
1890, he was appointed Coroner to fill a vacancy.
His agreeable manners, intelligence, good citizenship, and honorable character gain him their rleserved meed of respect from his fellow-men.

HRISTIAN C. FUNK. This gentleman,
whose portrait is presented on the opposite
page, is well known in Springfield and viduity ns a contractor of great ability, and one
whose business engagements are met with the
utmost promptness, and whose work is executed in
a thoroughly reliable manner. He bas been emi ·
nently successful in the labor to wl1ich his facility
in the use of edged tools inclined him, and for
which he was naturally adapted. He has also
manifested exc:ellent judgment in the investments
he bas made, nncl is numbered among the capitalists of the city. At this writing he is interested in
clearing a new booming town, calleil Harriman , and
located in Roane County, Tenn. Thus his reputation is being extended far b~yond the limits of the
city where be resides.
In the paternal line Mr. Funk and his immediate
progenitors were natives of Pennsylvania. His
grandfather, Henry Funk, a model farmer, ended
his <lays in the Keystone State. Thence John and
Martha (Kanffman) Funk removeil in early life to
Greene Connty, Ohio; from the re, in 1843, to
Springfield, Clark County, where they spent the
remainder of their flays.
The subject of tl!is notice was uom .January 25.
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1842. In 1871 he led to the hymeneal altar Miss
Ida 0. Corbley, the wetlcling ceremony being performed at the residence of Mrs. John Corbley, in
Springfield. :Mt·s. Funk is a native of the Buckeye
State, and was ·principally reared and educated in
Springfield. She possesses many virtues, and looks
. 0arefully to the ways of her household, making her
home the center of attraction for husband and
children. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Funk comprises two daughters-Blanche E . and Mattie I.
In 1885 Mr. Fnnk erected, on West High Street,
Springlielil, a substa nti:tl brick residence, which is
of fine architectural design nnd construction , elegantly finished ani! richly furnished throughout.
In political belief Mr. Funk is a Prohibitionist.
His social and benevolent qualities find a certain
outlet through his membership in Ephraim Lodge,
No. 146, I. 0. 0. F. He is a stockholder and elirector in the Springfield Coffin Company, anrl has
thus thoroughly identified himself with the business
ani! social interests of the city. He possesses to a
large degree those principles which are so essential
to success, and by careful attention to the details
of his work, punctnality and accuracy in application, has maile for bimself a name which will be
remembered long after he has passed hence. As a
meteor flashing across the sky leaves behind a path
of soft and creamy white, so the deeds of sucli a
man remain after he has gone into the great unknown.

iHOMAS E. STEWART, Mayor of Yellow
Springs, Greene County, had previously
,
filled other offices of public responsibility
and is well known as an official, an enterprising
farmer, ann a man of Cliristian character. His par~nts were John K. and Ann (Elder) Stewart, both
natives of Dauphin County, Pa. The father came
to Ohio in 1806 , settling in the midst of a heavily
timbered country on the Little Miami River, three
miles east of Clifton. Indians were still numerous
in the section thro.n gh which no roa1s were yet laid
out, the fe w settlers finding their way from point to
point by following Indian trmls or a route marked
by hlazed trees. After their marriage Mr. and l\Irs.
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Stewa1·t settlcrl on the homestcacl where they spent
the remainder of their lives, the former passing
away in 1850, and the wirlow snrviving him thirty
years. He was a man of promise whose name will
long be remem bere<l in til is section of Ohio as that
of a capable and honorable public serva1k He was
a Justice of the Peace for twenty-one years, anrl
:tlso served on the bench as County Judge. Both
he and his wife belonged to the_Presbyterian
Church. TLey were the parents of ten chil<lren,
eight of whom are now living.
The seventh member of the family was Thomas
E. who was born in :September, 1830,received agoorl
common-school erlucation, and barl instill erl into
his youthfulmiorl the pl'inciples of right living. He
l>egan his personal career in life at the age of
twenty yenrs anrl has followerl farming the most of
the time. He spent one year in the livery business
at Charleston, Clark County, but returned to his
farm which is locaterl one and a quarter miles north
of Clifton. It comprises one hundred anrl thirteen
acres of well-improved land wbicb is now rented.
1\[r. Stewart embarkerl in the livery business in Yellow Springs a year ago and has the largest patronnge in that line :in the place. On May 2, 1864, he
hecame First Lieutenant of Company D, One Hundt·ed and Forty-sixth Ohio Infantry, with which he
set·ve•l in West Virginia until his discharge SeptemLer 7, 1864.
The wife of Mayor Stewart bore the mai<len name
of Delilah Ann Marshall. She is a <laughter of
Robert and Sarah (Huffman) Marshall, who removed from the Old Dominion to Clinton County,
Ohio, a number of yc~rs ago. Her fatl:er was a
farmer and a prominent business man. H e rlied at
tile age of fot·ty-two years; his widow: is still living
and is now eighty-two years of age. Of the eight
children bom to them , six are now living. Mrs.
Stewart was born in 1838, and receiverl an excellent
education and Lhe training which fitted her for useful womanhood. She has borne her husband five
<·hilrlt·en-Sarah Ethel, Anna May, Lucy 111., Edward Earle and Bel'lha. Tile oldest daughter is the
wife of R. F. Corry, of Springfield, anrl the mother
of two children.
Mr. Stewart Las alw:.ys taken an active part in
pr>litics and given his vote at all times to the Re-

publican party. He has been Clerk anrl Trustee of
Green Township, Clark County, and Justice of the
Peace in the same. He has also been a member of
the School Board at Clifton for several years, and
has been a Trustee in the church to which he belongs. He is a member of the Grand Army of the
Repnblic, and both he anrl his wife are members in
high standing in the United Presbyterian Church.

~G

EORGE

TRUMAN. One of the leading
citizens of Spring Valley, Greene County,
y
and a man whose success in life is due to
his own ability and etl'orts, with a reputation which
has led to his being elected to responsible positions
in the community, is the ahove-namerl gentleman,
a native of this county, and who has served as 1\fayor
of Spring Valley. He is now carrying on the
hard ware business, in which be has an excellent
trade, anrl owns goorl town property together with
one hundred and twenty acres of excellent land in
Pocahontas County, Iowa.
The Tl'Um an family is of the old Welsh stock,
fo 1·mer generations having belonged to the Society
of Friends. Joseph Truman, the grandfather of
our subject, was born and died in Philarlelphia, Pa.
He was a .!JOppersmith. He married a Miss Llewellyn , who was also of Welsh blood, ancl they reared
a large family, among whom was a son, Jeffrey,
who was born in Philadelphia in 1793. In 1819
this son came to ·waynesville, Warren C()unty,
Ohio, where he engaged in teaching and merchandising. He spent two or three years at Bellbrook,
this county, and then, in 1827, located and laid out
the town of Transylvania, ncross the river from
Spring Valley, and erected the first hOU8e there,
which he ran as a tavern, also carrying on a store
and heing the first Postmaster. During the rest of
his life, with the exception of four years during
the '30s, his home was in the town which he had
founded. The time of his absence was spent at
Franklin, Warren County, and devoted to his trarle
of a silversmith. After returning from that place
he ag~in carried on the hotel, also working at his
trade and teaching school. In the fall of 1850, he
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went to Waynesville to open up a shop, dying
there on New Year's Day, 1851. At the close of
the M~xican War he was Assistant Paymaster.
Jeffrey Truman;was the husband of three wives,
the first being a Miss Lake, hy whom he bad one
son, Thomas H., who died in Vermillion County,
Ind. His second wife was Dorothy .Ann Isham,
who also bore one son, ,Joseph M., who died in
California, leaving a family. The third wife was
Jane, daughter of Josiah and Sarah A. (Porter)
Elnm, who became the mother of thirteen children ,
fum of them dying in infancy. Those wlio grew
to maturity were: Angeline, now deceased, who
was the wife of Job Lashley; Isabella, who died at
•the age of fourteen years; George; · Elvira, now
living in Montana; C01·illa, wife of W. l\L Scarff;
Arthur, now of Montana; Henrietta, wife of William
Adams; Jane, who died at tile age of sixteen years·;
and Elam L ., of Waynesville, Warren County. Mrs.
Jane Truman was one of five sons and five daught•·•·s horn to her parent~, who •·emoved from Penne_rlvani:t to Kentucky and thence to this county in
I ~02. Mr. Elam had selected a location in Spring
Valley Township the previous year, and upon his
farm two and a half miles east of the town of Spring
Valley, his <laughter Jane was born in April, 1810.
Jllr. Elam took part in the Revolutionary War, and
in the French and Indian War held a Captain's
. commission under Gen. St. Clair. His demise took
place about 1825.
The gentleman with whose nnme we introduce
this biographical sketch was born at Transylvania, .
March 1, 1833, ano was reared with but a common
school education, laboring dming his. early life at
anything he could find to do. At the age of eighteen years be began work at the tm<le of a blacksmith l'll the site now occupied by his hardware
store, and followed the trade thirty-two years.
In 1883 he converted his shop into a store and embarked in his present bnsiness enterprise, although
he continued to carry on a shop until 1887. Reliable workmanship and honest dealing in all his
business relations have given him a creditable standing as a mechanic and business man, and led to his
being employed by a large number of patrons and
securing the tmde of a large circle.
During the late war 1\layor Truman served as
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Orderly Sergeant in Company G, One Hundred
and Fifty-fourth Ohio Infantry. He has held the
position of Justice of the Peace during three terms;
was Township Trustee one term and has also been
Township Treasurer. He has sat in the Mayor's
chair during several official terms and it is evident
that the residents within the village think their interests are safe in his hands. He belongs to the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and in politics
is a Democrat. His religious belief is that expl·essed by the creed of the Metbooist Protestant
Church.
The first wife of Mayor Truman was Charlotte
Simison, a native of this township, and a daughter
of John and Elizabeth (Knight) Simison. The
wedding ceremony took place September 19, 1857.
The union resulted in the birth of two children:
Ida J., who died at the age of twenty-one years,
and Horace, who died when six .vears old. A second matrimonial alliance was contracted by Mr.
Truman September 20, 1~67, his present companion
being [~l.vira, daughter of Joseph and Mary (Robins) Fisk. Like her husband, llfrs. Truman is a
member of the Methoclist Protestant Church. She
hacl. home three chiltlren, the only son and second
child, Joseph L. , being the only survivor. Minnie,
the first-born, died at the age of seven years and
Cora at the age of three.

.
J

AMES S. BABB. General farming and stockraising is the business of this gentleman,
] whose pleasant home is in Greene County,
~ four miles south of Xenia. It compriEes one
hundred and forty-seven acres in Spring Valley
Township, and includes a part of the original
home of our subje<Jt's fathm· in this county. J\Ir.
Babb was born near Winchester, Frederick County,
Va., September 3, 1821, and was not yet two years
olo when his parents located in Ohio. He received
a common-school education, and remained under
the parental roof until his marriage, when he establisherl a home in Xenia Township. There be remained fifteen years, at the expiration of that
period returning to the old homestead, where he
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has since remained. When old enough to exercise
the right of suffrage he identified himself with the
·whig element, and when the old party gave place
to the Republican organization he naturally fell
into its ranks. His first Presitl enLial ballot was
cas t for Henry Clay, and he has not missed a Presidential election since. He is looked upon with
respect, ns a man of excellent judgment, energy in
pe"rsonal affairs, kindly feeling toward his fellowmen, and one moral in principle and practice.
The maninge of Mr. Babb an(l Miss Phrebe
Lucas was celebrated August 21, 185 1, and bas
been blessed by the bit·th of eight children : Louisa
manied Thomas Bell, and died, leav ing two sons~:dgar and Artbur; her Lwin sister, Lau t·a, died at
the age of sixteen years; Anna died when ten
years old; Chm les L. is next on the fam ily roll;
nnd following him is Horace M.; the next is Louella L ., the wife of Melville Davis; Stella J. and
Flora M. complete the family circle. Mrs. Babb
was born in l\Iarion County, Ind ., November 21,
1831, and is a daughter of Thomas and Lydia
(Mauck) Lucas, who were born in North Carolina.
They came to Greene County, Ohio, with their
parents, and after their maniage removed to Indiana, and thence to Fayette County, Ohio. Both
clied at Jamestow n, this cou nty . Thomas Lucas
serve(\ as Justice in Fayette County. His parents,
Caleb and Mary (Price) Lucas, were among the
early setLlers near New Burlington, where they
died.
Th e father of our subject was Peter Babb, who
was bom in Virginia, February 13, 1796, and who,
in April, 1819, married Jane Scarff. She was also
a Virginian, born April 8, 1795. They came to
Ohio in the fall of 1822, journeying by wagons,
and locating where the Orphans' Home now stand s,
about a mile from X enia. A year later Mr. Babb
bought one hundred acres where our subject now
Jives, paying $11 per acre, and addi ng to it until
his estate at death amounted to three hundred
acres of fine land. He passe d away October 25,
1865, his widow surviving until February, 14,
1889. Mt·. Babb was an active Whig until the
disorganization of that party, when he became a
Democrat. Of the ' seven children comprising his
family three are now living-Susan, J!lmes S. and

Mary . The maternal grandparents of our subject
were James and Mary (Hollingshead) Scarff, natives of Maryland, who mRde their home in Virgmla. There the form et· died many yeat·s ago, his
widow coming to Ohio and dying at the home of
her daug,hter about 1853.
The Babb family is of English origin, and of
Quaker stock. Peter Bab b came from England
to Americ!\ in Colonial days, and served in the
War for American ind ependence. He made his
home in Frederick County, Va., where he owned
land and· slaves. Following him in the direct line
was Abner Bnbb, who spen t his entire life in the
Old Dominion, he and bis wife, formerly a Miss
Robinson, d.)Ding of what was known as the cold ·•
plag ue. They had seven sons and two daughters,
all of whom liv ed to rear families, and one of whom
was the father of our subject. Three of them settled in Greene County, Ohio, two in Indiana and
one in Iowa.

ON. WILLIAM WHITE. It is maintained
by t he misanthrope, that at the best human
life is but vanity and vexation of spirit;
but to him who takes the proper view of
life and its responsibiliLies ·and that which may be
achieved by men and which will live after them,
there is nothing nobler than to have faithfully performed its duties and earned the plaudit of " well
done." In reviewing the character of Jud ge
White, who rose from a modest position in life to
one of high .honor, we have before us a r ecord
which is well worthy of prescrvaticn, and one of
which his descend ants may be justly proucl. After
thirty-three years o f unabated and conscientious
devotion to arduous public services culminating in his being chosen as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Ohio, he departed this life March .
12, 1883. He was born Jannat·y 28, 1822, and was
thus at the t.im e of his decease sixty-one years of
age.
Pursuant to a call of the President, the State
Bar association and other members of the bar of
Ohio, met at 2 o'clock P. M., March 14, 1883, in
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the Supreme Court room, and was called to order
The deceased was born in England on the· 28th
by Hon. R. A. Harrison, its President.
of January, 1822. His parents dying when he was
On motion of Judge W. W. Boynton, JudgeR.
very young, he came -to this country in 1831, with
P. Ranney was made Chairman of the meeting,
an uncle. They settled in Springfield, Ohio. At
and on motion of L. J. Critchfield, E. L. Taylor
twelve years of age he was apprenticed to a cabinetwas clwsen Secretary.
maker for nine years, but after serving out six years
Hon. R. A. Harrison moved the appointment of
of his apprenticeship, he purch ased the remainder of
a committee to draft a memorial anc1 resolutions
bis time from his mnstet·, giving his notes for the
concerning the character and public services of
pur<·liuse mon ey , and worked at his trade until bis
indebtcclness was liqui<lated. He was desirous of
the late William White, Chief Justice of the ~u
obtaining an education. To enable him to obtain
preme Court of Ohio.
the necessary means he devoted all his energies to
The motion being carried the Chair appointed
to his trade, working at his. business rluring vacathe following committee: R. A. Harrison, Willtion and such other spare time as he could find.
iam H. West, W . W. Boynton, Allen G. Thmman, W . J. Gilmore, Henry C. Noble, Durbin'
His principal education was received at the old
Springfield High School.
Ward, 1\L A. Daugherty_and John W. Hen·on.
On completing his course of study, he was enThe committee retired, and after consultation,
couraged by William A. Rodgers, an eminent lawinstructed Mr. Harrison to report the following me. yer of Springfield, to commence the study of law
modal and resolutions:
unde1· him . He adopted his advice. fie earned
" William White, Chief Justice of the Supreme
the necessary expenses by teaching school at certain
Court of the State of Ohio, having departed this
intervals.
life on the 12th instant, after thirt.v-tluee .rears of
In 1846, he was admitted to the bar, and taken
unabated and conscientious devotion to arduous
into pnrtnership by his preceptor, and so continued
public services. the members of the Bar of the State
until the latter was elected Judge of the Court cf
deem it to be their bounc1en duty to express, in a
public and solemn manner, their profound sorrow at Common Pleas in 18,51. In 1847, he was elected
Prosecuting Attorney of Clark County, and was
his death; and to testify their high esteem for
thrice re-elected . In 1856, he was elected, by a
his long, faithful and eminent services, as well as
very large majority, Judge of the Court of Comfor the unsullied purity and uprightness of his
mon Pleas. The vote of Clark County was cast
personal character, and his excellent endearing
almost unanimously for him. In 1861, be was requalities of heart; and to record their affection for
elected. On the resignation of Hocking H. Hunter,
for his memory, and their appreciation of the ines.
in February, 1864, he was appointed by Gov.
timable value of his )ong, useful and inspiring caBrough, Judge of the ~upreme Court, and in Octoreer, and his unremitting toil, to the detriment llf
ber was elected for the unexpired term. He was
his pecuniary interests, in the service of the State
re-elected in 1868, in 1873 and in 1878.
he loved so well.
Judge White was married in October, 1847, to
The loss of such a man from the judicial forum
Miss Rachel Stout, whose parents were among the
is irreparable to the public as well as to the bar. In
early settlers of Springfield. She, with three of
his bands, as a magistrate, life, liberty and proptheir children survive. The eldest, his son Charles,
erty were safe. To commemorate as we now
is a member of the Springfi.elcl bar. His daughter
do, the eharacter, and virtues, and usefulness
Emma married Robert C. Rodgers, who is a memof such a man is not a mere outward, unmeaning
ber of the same bar. His younger daughter is unrite; for nothing is truer than that the cbamctet·
married. He educatec1 all his children liberally.
and virtues, the just sentiments and useful actions
He was a most affectionate and devoted !Jusban<l,
of distinguished men, preserved in the annals and
and a most considerate, kind and indulgent father.
cherished in the recollections of a grateful people,
His borne was one of the !Jappiest of homes.
constitute their richest treasure.
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Judge White's simple and modest manners, his
kindness of nature, his warm soc:ia l impu lses, his
unvarying conrtesy, his almost unexampled regard
for the feelings and rights of othe1·o, his eharity
for human fmilities, and !tis never failing [!aLi enee
toward all men, endeared him to every one who
knew him. Tuese chat·acterietics, as well as the man
ner in which he disclmrgert t.h c duties of his great
<.tfice, mnde him a favorite with the bar, as well as
with all ranks and conrliLions of men. Hoth
the !.Jar nnd the pul.Jlic man ifested tbcir admiration,
esteem, confidence anrl gratitud e toward him by ronomina.Lin g. witi10nt

oppositinu , r~nd re- electing

him as often ns his tc<-.1-'m of otfice (•xpil't'Cl.
He was a wise and honrst citiz<·n. llis neighbors, without excPplion, regnrdmg him as a lo viug

friend. l-Ie took pleasure in aiding them with his
wise <'OUnsels, and his clmrities were bestowed wiLh
a free !•and. Those who have known him from
boyhood affirm that he never had a personal
enemy. His personal cllaracter was of the higllest
order. Exemplary rectitude and wise sobriety
adorned his whole life. He was the very soul of
llonor in all the relations of life . l-Ie was unpretentious in "ll b1s perform ances, and was another
illustration of the trueism tbat unpretending characters are rarely deficient.
He was a man of great industry, a virtue which it
is an offense against morality to call humble, in one
wi)o is th e keeper bot!J. of his own tnlent and not
selclom that of others also. lL wns, however, indus ·
try of the highest order-constant action of tbe
intellect practically applied. To say thnt he was
patient, and diligent, af!d tborough in tile in vestigation of causes, an<l Ltnswerving in his adherence
to his convictions, is simply to state what is attested by his opinions reported in twenty volumes
of reports of the judicial decisions of the Supreme
Court. These decisions and opinions will comMtute, for ull time, an enduring monument of his
sound, discriminating judgment, and his fideli ty
and eminence as a jndst. During his nineteen
years of service on the Supreme Bench, changes in
many matters and things connected with the important business of men in our arlvancing and
great State took place. While he never departed
from established and settled legal principles, he

wisely aclapterl them to varying circumstances and
conriitiuns. For, while his · mind was o(a pl.ilosophic cast, he was, as" magistrate eminently practical. He ai derl in solving m2ny constitutional
quest ions of the highest moment. His reported
rlecisions touch almost every branch of the law.
They have always been, and will ever be, regarded
with the highest respect, because they bear iutet·nal evidence that they nre the results all<! produ cts
of exhaustive legal research by a strung, logical,
penetrating m in tl, and of a man of the sternest integrity and strietest impartiality. l3nt even this
record fa lls far short of fully exhibiting the many
long years of mental toil, noel the anxious, conscientious ~1anner in which be discharged the duties and
exercised the power of hie high trust.
Judge White has left, for all time, an endnring
ond ele vatin g impression upon the jurisp rudence
and judicial history of the State, and be has added
much to the distincUon . of her supreme judicial
court.
He had a superior minrl for the law . He was
mentally, morally, ~nd physi cally arlaptecl to judicial service, and especially to the peculiar service
required of a member of a comt for the correction
of errors. He was extremely fund of investigating
and applyin g general principles. His mind naturally pond ererl upon any cause o.r question he was
called upon to investigate. He could not decide
until be had viewed it on all sides, and in all its
aspects and bearings. His metboJls illustrated the
truth of a striking observation of a rlistinguished
philosopher: 'There is much in this pt·ocess of
pondering anrl its results which it is impossible to
anulyze. It is by a kind of inspiration that we rise
from the wise and sedulous contemplation of facts
to tlte principles on which tliey depend. The
mind is, as it were, a photogmphic plate, which is
gradually cleansed by the effort to think rightly,
and which, when so cleansed, ·and not befot·e, rcccivee impressions from the light of truth."
JLldge White was not n brilliant, quick-minded
man; but be has a strong, solid, logical, honest
mintl . He had great powers of concentration and
discrimination, anrl unwearied application. He was
no respecter of persons in tile hearing of causes or
in judg ment.
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A sound point, or a good reason in support of a
contention, stated by the feeblest member of the
bar, bad the same effect upon his mind as if urged
by the strongest lawyer. He might be misled by a
fallacious proposition or specious argument at first,
but before he ceased pondering upon it he would
discover its fallacy.
Judge White has left to the profession of the bar
from which he was promoted to the highest honor
which a lawyer can receive from the State, a lesson
and an example worthy of following; and, although
he has left but a small estate to his widow and children, he has left them the rich heritage of an unsullied name and the record of a life devoterl to
the service of his fellow.men.
Altnough Judge White was nominated by the
President and confirmed by the Senate to be Judge
of the District Court of the United States for the
Southern District of Ohio, his illness preventerl
him from resigning his position on the Supreme
Bench of the State and then qualifying as District ,Judge of the Fedet·al Court. Si nce he has
passrd from all earthly courts to his final reward,
it seems fitting that he should not have vacated
until then, the judicial forum of his beloved State,
wherein h e labored and established his fame, and
that his last judicial act should he one authenticating the enduring records which will perpetuate it
for all time.
Resolved, That as an expression of the veneration, admiration and the love of the Bar of the
State of Ohio fm· the memory of William White,
the Supreme Court of the State be req Llested to
place upon their records the foregoing minute and
these resolutions, and that a copy of the saine be
sent to the family of the deceased Chief Justice, and
fumished to the press for publication.
R esolved, That we tender to his family and relatives our sincet·e condolence in their terrible and
unspeakable affliction.
Resolved, That we attend his funeral in a body.
Ordered, That the Attorney General present
the proceedings of this meeting to the Supreme
Court.
On the'motion to adopt the memorial and resolu.
tion~, re~arlts were made touching the life, character and public services of Judge William White,
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by R. A. Harrison, William J . Gilmore, Allen G.
Thurman, Durbin Ward, William H. West, A.
Russel, James E. Wright, W. H. Safford, D. K.
Watson anil M. M. Granger. A telegram from
George Hoadly was also read by Mr. Harrison.
The memorial and resolutions were then unanimously adopted.
Judge ~ufford moved that the Secretary of t he
meeting be instructed to certify a copy of the memorial and resolutions to the Secretary of the State
Bar Association with a request that the same be
spread upon the minutes of that aosociation, which
motion was carried .
The meeting thereupon adjourned.
R. P . RANNEY, President.
E. L. TAYLOR, Secretary."
Upon the presentation by the Attorney-General
of the foregoing proceedings to the Supreme Court
on !Ifarch 20, 1883, Chief Justice Johnson said:
"These proceedings meet with our cordial •pproval, and they will be entered on record as a
permanent tribute to the memory of our late Chief
Justice. During the many years that Judge
White was a member of this court, his relations
with his associates were so intimate, and he was so
kind, genial and ·gener,ous to them, that he was respected and loved hy all as a brother. To each he
was ever a warm friend and an able judicious
counselor. No words of mine can express our
sense of personal loss, or our feelings of sorrow
caused by his death. He was a man of pure life,
who was inspired by that noble ambition which
marks an elevated nature. In addition to a thorough
knowledge of the law he possessed an overruling
sense of . justice and right, anil that wisdom and
discretion in the discharge of his official duties
which made him so pre. eminent as n. judge. Tll~se
qualities, with his thorough methods in the examination of all questions submitted for decision made
lnm our acknowledged leader, and inspired in the
pub lie mind a higher degree of confidence in the
judgment of the court. By his fidelity to pul:Jlic
il uty and by his earnest purpose to administer the
law, without respect to persons, he commanded the
respect and won the confidence of litigants, the
bar anil the people of th e State. His opinions are
markerl by that accuracy of thought and clearness
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of expression, by that thorough knowlenge of the
law, and by that sound judgment w!Jic-h were transcripts of his mini!, and which entitle these opinions to the highest rank in jurisprudence. nut
nbovc all this he possessed qualities of a far nobler
character. In the kindness and gentleness of his
nature, in his simple mode of life, in his love for
his family, in his attachment to his friends , in his
devotion to every duty, he exemplified the highest
characteristics of human g1·eatness. He was more
than a great hwyer or nn eminent jurist-·he was a
good man .,
The funeml obsequies of Junge William White
occurred at Springfield on March 15, 1883, and
were attendee! by the Governo1· of the State with
his Stnff, the Juclgcs of the Supreme Court of Ohio
and the ~tate Bar Association, together with all the
Junges of the Conrls of Common Pleas within the
vicinity a11d many of the local Bar Associations
throughout the State; and both branches ·of the
Genet·al Assembly, which adjourned for that purposes.
The services accompanying the removal and burial
of the body were simple and impressive. The body
lay at his late resiclence on North Limestoue Street,
Springfield, from which it was removed to the
Second Presbyterian Church, where Dr. William
II. Webb, the pastor, delivered th e funeral discourse in the presence of a great and imposing assembly. After the discourse the bmial took place
in beautiful Fern Cliff Cemetery, near Springfield.
During these services all business in the city was
suspended by a proclamation of the Mayor.

AMEH ELAM, one of the substantial farmers of Greene County, was born on a
farm adjoining his present residence, July
7, 1848. The old home is five miles south
of Xenia, on the Burlington and Xenia Pike, and
was also the birthplace of Ambrose Elam, the
father of our subject, wl10 opened his eyes there
February 7, 1817. Although he had received more

J

than an ordinary education,a part of his studies having been put·sued at Wilmington, Ambrose Elam
made farming his life work, and was a )earling
and inll.ucntial agriculturist. Starting with one
hundred ancl twenty act·es of land, he accumulated
until his landed estate amounted to about three
hundred and twenty acres. He served as Township Trustee for several years, and also mane a race
for Representative. He died July 1!, 1878. His
family consisted of eight chilrlren, the third of
whom, John B. Elam, was graduated from Oxford,~ancl from the Law Department of the Michigan
State University, immediately afterward locating
in Indianapolis for the practice of uis profession.
There he was elected States Attorney, and became
a partner of Messrs. Harrison& Miller,wuo are now
President and Attorney General respectively.
The grandfnthPr of our subject was Josiah Elam,
who was born in Culpeper County, Va., in 1753,
and who served in the War for American Independence. He was also with Genet·al St. Clair in
the Indian oompaign in 1791 , and while on a
trip to Ouio with that general selected a location
for a future home. In 1802 he took up one thousand acres of land on Cresar's Creek, six miles
south of Xenia, where he planted an ot·cbard,
which was one of the landmarks of tbe viduity.
He removed to the place in the spring of 1803,
remaining there until his death, in 1821. He had
six sons and four daughters, a son, John, serving
in the War of 1812. His wife belonged to tile
Baptist Church.
The subject of this sketch was reared on a farm,
and after obtaining a common-school education
attended the Normal School at Lebanon. In 1870
be began farming for himself, and six years later
purchased ninety acres of land, whe re he now resides. He was married, May 25th of that year, to
Miss Ella Davis, wbo was born in Xenia,
and who is a daughter of Newton and Catherine
M. (Lloyd) Davis, also natives of this county,
and is an intelligent and estimable woman. Their
family comprises four children-Harvey W., Sarah
L., Davis Bahb, and Florence M. Both Mr. and
Mrs. Elam are members in good standing of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Elam was formerly a member of the Independent Order of Odd
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Fellows. In politics he is a Republican. He is
more than onlinarily well informed , carries on his
worldly affairs successfully, and is respected by all
who know him.

EV. FATHER ISAAC J. HOCTI<:R. Among
the popular young g<"ntlemen of Xenia, is
the pastor of St. Bri<lgirl's Catholic Church ,
whose pleasing <lemeanor, cultured min <I and
fine traits of character have made him successful
not only in his own special field of labor, but have
giYen him an influence far beyond its limits. Tbe
church over which he has charge numbers more
than two hnn<lrc<l families, and bas connected witb
il a parochial school, with five teachers an<l a sisters' home. Since. Fathet· Hocter took charge, in
the fall of 1887, he bas bought two lots on which
to erect a parochial residence and a sisters' boose,
an<l expects this year to fresco the church , put in
stnined glass windows, noel otherwise improve it.
St. llridgi<l's was dedicated in 1852, the first subscription toward its erection l:aving been received
in 1849.
Father Hocter was born in Jackson, Ohio, November 6, 1857, anil is the son of Isaac and Margaret Hocter. In 1863 his mother moved to Glendale,
Hamilton County. There the Jail attended the
public and parochial &cbools until 1873, when be
entered St. Mary's Seminat·y of the West, at Price
Ilill, remaining there until its close in 1879. He
next spent a year in St. Meinrad's Benedictine
Monastery in Iniliana, following it by three years
nnd a half in St. Mary's Seminary, at Baltimore,
l\1<1. This made a period of ten and a half years
<levoted to the collegiate, philosophical and theological course, after a good common-school education.
On the 23d of December, 1883, Father Hocter
was ordained priest at the c~thedral in Cincinnati,
by Archbishop Elilcr, all his minor or<lers having
been rec.eived ft·om .James, Cardinal Gibbons, at
the Cathedral in the city or Baltimore. He receive<l "Tonsure" December 17, 1881; "Minor
Orders" June 3, 1882; "Sub-Deaconship" December
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23,1882; and "Deaconship" lVIay 19, 1883. During
the year 1884 he was assistant pastor of St. Edwnrd'&, Cincinnati, and io Februor}· following, was
appointed pastor of St. Philomena's at Ston~ Lick,
Clermont County. There he remained, faithfully
attending to the duties of his calling until October
4, 1887, when he took charge of his present parish,
and began his labors to ad vance his church in
Xenia.
Father H octer has done very much to aid the
Catholic Church since be hecame a resident of this
city, and being prompt in originating plans for its
progress, and energetic in bringing these plans to
a successful culmination, it is not surprising that
the church is advancing steadily in numbers and
interest. His portrait, whic.h is presented in connection with this biog-raphical sketch, represents
the friend, not alone of the Catholic Church in
Xenia, but of the poor and needy, wherever they
may be found . It is the wish of his friends that
he may reach an old age, crowned with blessings
and honors; but far more welcome to him is the
voice of his Creator, sounding through the inmost
depths of his being, ''Inasmuch as you have done
it unto the least of these my brethren, ye have done
it unto me."

EORGE H . FREY. The main points in the
history of this well-known and highly-respected resident of Springfield, are essentially as follows: A native of New York State, he
was born December 19, 1825, in the town of Philadelphia, Jefferson County, and is the son of Samuel C. Frey, a native of St. Johnsville, Montgomery
County, N. Y. His paternal grandfather was
Philip R. Frey, a native of Canajoharie, Montgomery County, an<l his great-grandfather was
Henry Frey, the third, who was born at Palatine
Bridge, that county.
Henry Frey, second , the paternal great-greatgrandfather of our subject anil likewise born at
Palatine Bridge, N. Y., was the son of Henry Frey,
first, who emigratect to America in 1688, from the
canton of Zurich, Switzerland, anil located l)n tbe
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present site of Palatine Bridge. l\Iucb of the early
uistory of the Frey family is ext•·actctl from an
history of New York State by G. J. R. Simms of
Ft. Plain. The original ancestor of the family in
this country, wbile on his way to America was shipwrecl<ed off the Isle of Wight and lost all his earthly
possessions. Tue Govemor of the Island gave him
free passage on an English ship and a let,er to Gov.
Dongnn of the New York Colony. The latte1· gave
him a warrant for a tract of land on the west si<le
of the Hud.son River where he located . l-Ie was
soon visited by the Van Rensselaer Patron who
told him if he remaiued he would have to pay rent,
so he ahnndoned the place and went np the Mohawk
River, where he selected land including the original
site of the village of Palatine Bridge. He was the
first settler of that region and tue farthest settler
west in the 1\fohawk Valley. He brought with him
a certificate from the llurgomnster of Zurich testifying that he was a man of good character anti also
a good ~-zimmerman.'' meaning carpenter.
The above named progenitor of our subject, with
the assistance of tlw Indians with whom he was always upon friendly terms, built a house and there
spent the remainder of his life, which was encled
by drowning in the Mohawk River. II is hnd has
<lescen<led through an unbroken line of Litle to his
l<insmen-Samuel L. and Augustus Frey. His son,
llen•·y, was first a farmer but later engaged in mercantile pursuits. He erected a commodious stone
dwelling on the estate wllicb is still stanfliug in good
con<lition and occupied by his descendants. Henry
died while on a visit to Schenectady, N. Y., at the
early age of forty-five years.
Henry Frey, third, was a man of much inlluence
in his community. He owned a ferryboat at Ft.
Plain and put np the first bridge across the Mohawk
River at Palatine. He also built the first mill at
the mouth of Canajoharie Creek. In the Coloni al
times he received many favors from the Crown and
was a delegate to the Colonial Assembly at Albany,
being also appointed Judge of the Court of Common Pleas. At the ou threak of the Revolutionary
War he felt that he had no personal grievances to
adjust, although he acknowledged the justice of
the cause of the Colonists. He therefore refuserl to
mal>e himself conspicuous in the rebellion against

British authority and in consequence was arrested
and taken to Albany. Gen. Schuyler, with whom
he was well acquainted,releasecl him and he returnEd
home.
The New England element residing in the valley
could not understand why Henry Frey would not
take a leading p1rt with them and he was again at·restcd, and this time taken lo Hartford, Conn., beyond Gen. St"huyler'ti jurisdiction. He was confined
there until the close of the war, notwithstanriing
the fact that he had gi vcn Col. Yates, his brotherin-law, $3,000 to assist in the support of the Fedet·al
troops. Prior to this he had, dul'ing t he French
and Indian war, served as a Quartermaster under
Sir William Johnson and participated in the movement against Ft. Niagaro.. After the close of the
Revolutionary War he returned to his possessions
and resided there until his death. He ha<l married
Elizabctlt, the daughter of John Jost Herkimer,
whose son, Nicholas, was a general in the a rmy .
They rearerl two children-Philip and Margaret.
Margaret was three times man·ied, first to John Cox,
by whom she had one son, Henry Frey Cox, who
emigrated to lbcine, Wis., where he died. Her
second husband was Capt. Cockburn, a halfpay
officer in the British Army. A daughter of Margaret
married Frederick A. Conkling of New York City,
father of Han. Roscoe Conkling_ The paternal
gmndfatber of our subject was a youth in college
at the time of his father's arrest and soon afterward
was himself arrested and confined at Ft. Johnson.
He was allowed a parole to visit his mother anrl she
laid plans for his escape, which was undertaken
soon after his return to the Fort, when he met an
Indian escort which had been provided by Mary
Brant, widow of Sir William Johnson, and made his
way to Canadn and remained there nnW peace was
declared. He then settled in the vicinity of Detroit,
Mich .. of which he was au early pioneer and whe1·e
he followed the profession of law until his death.
The above-mentioned pwgenitor of our subject was
twice married, first to Marie Lonisa St. Martin, who
was born in Canada and was a niece of Gen. Montcalm. The mnidm name· of his second wife, the
g•·eat. grandmother of our subject, was Elizabeth
Howe. She was born in Connecticut and died in
the town of Garoga, Fulton County, N. Y.
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i;amucl C. Frey, father of our subject, was reare<l
in his native county where he learneit the trade of
n silver and gol<l smith which be follow ed l:lter in
Syo·a<:use and Watertown, N.Y ., Brock ville, Canada, an<l Canton, Ohio. In 1870 be removc<l to
Deeatur, Ala., where be died in 1877. lie was mP. rried in early manhood to Susan C. Calhoun, " native of Boston, llhss. Her father, Andrew Calhoun,
was born in the North of lrelan<l , and was the son
of Patrick Calhoun, a native of Argylcshire, Scotland, whence he cmigratecl to Ireland , anit there
spent his last years.
'
Grand father Calhoun emig.-atcd to Am erica soon
after the Revolutionnry War and settled in Boston
where he cngage<l in th e mercantile business. Some
years later he removed to Ringe, N. H., wheo·e lw
hought a fno·m and invested largely in blooded
stock. About 1820 he concluded to seek the West
and mad.e n trip on horseback to Cincinnati which
was then a small place. He bargaine<l for quite a
large tract of land which is now included in the
city, but before the trade was closed he discovered
a flaw in the title anrl consequently withdrew from
the bargai!l and returned to Nrw Hampshire.
Not long afterwarcl Mr. Cnlhoun, the grandfather
of our subject removing toN ew York State, bought
a farm near what was then known as Fo·ey's Bush,
Montgomery County, and there he re;ided until
ll:l31. The wife and grandmother hart passed to
her long home. Mr. Calhoun suffered financially
from a fraud practiced upon him hy a Hev. Ma·.
Schermerhorn, and closing his affairs in the Empio·c
State he returned to New England and settled in
Concord, Mass., where he died at the advanced age
of eighty-four years.
Mrs. Susan (Chamberlin) Frey, the moth er of
our subject, was a native of Boston, Mass., and di ed
in Decatur, Ala., in 1883. She bore three chi ldren
-Mary A. and Anclre.y C. who aa·e resiil ents of
Alabama, and George H., our subject. George H.
attended the private schools at Brockville during
his boyhood and later became a student at the
Western Reserve College at Hudson, Ohio. When
approaching manhood he commenced the study of
Jaw under the instruction of Hiram Griswold, of
Canton, and was admitted to the bar at Xenia,
July 1, 1847. Soon afterward l;e located in Spring-

field where he com me need the practice of hi; chosen
profcs,ion. About 18-t V he I.Jccame interested in
the Morse T elegraph and in the coustrnction of the
line from Sanclusky to Cincinnati. Later he be.
carne Superinteudent and finally President of the
company.
Next, turn on g hi s attention to newspaper work,
Mr. Frey in 1854, purchased an interest, in the
Springfield R epublic and was connected wi th that
paper as managi ng editor until 1861. Then selling
out and hav in g already purchased a stone quarry,
he turned his att<·ntion to its development and also
made a business of burning lime, which he has since
conrluctecl very successfully. .Mr. Frey has been
connected with many leading enterprises of Springfield and vidnity, signalizi ng himself as one of its
most libera l anci public-s pirited men. lie was one
of tile projectors of the S. J. & P. Railo·oad an<l
officiated for a time as President of the road. All
of the enterprises c.:alculated for the good of the
people have receivecl his encouragement and substantial aid. He is one of those men wilo will be
gratefully rememi.Jered after they have been g>lthered to their fathers .
George H. Frey in 1851, was joined in wedlock
with Miss .Jane Q. Ward, a native of Cumberland
County, Pa. The six living children of tilis union
are I saac W., Gwrge H. Jr., Frederick H. , Alhert
C., Rubert H. anc.l Susan H. Mr. Frey was ·a Whig,
politi cally, until the formation of the Republican
party. On February 22, 18~6, he attended a convention which met at Pittsburg to formulate the
pl'inciples of the Republican party. Tile convention was made up of such :!lien as Abraham Lincoln,
Thad<leus Stevens, Frank P. Blair, Joshua R. Gidilings, Gov. Denison of Ohio, John Sherman, Gov.
l\Ioa·gao of New York, Murat Halste<l, Henry J.
Raymond and others. He witb them endoa·sed the
resolutions, also the candidate for Presi<lent. Subsequently :Mr. Frey became prominent in local politics, serving as a delegate to various con nty and
district com·entions but never made a business of
office seeking.
In his adopted city of Springfield, Mr. Frey bas
served as a mem her of the City Council and on the
Board of Health. He also officiated on the School
Board and for five years was a County Cow mis-
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sioner, for two years being Chairman of the Board,
holding that position at the time of the erection of
the present county buildings. He has a! ways discharged the trusts committed to him in such a manner as to reflec t honor upon the judgment of those
electing him to the various offices. In religion, he
is a stanch Presbyterian and a Ruling Elder of the
~econd Presbyterian Church.
To this church his
estimable wife also belongs. Their home is tbe
synonym of comfort and the frequent resort of the
many friends whom they have gathered around
them since their sojoum in Clark County.

ESSE C. TRIMlllER. A substantial brick
residence with pleasing surroundings on the
cornet· of ·washington and Factory Streets,
Springfield, is the home of the gentleman
above named, who is enjoying the rest to which his
many years of active usefulness bave entitled him .
He has resided in this city since 1850, and is wellknown as a bricklayer and contractor, during bis
active labors in that line building some of the most
substantinl residences and business hlocks of the
city . He was born in Adams County, Pa., not far
from York Springs, on June 6, 1831. His parents,
John and Mary (Urick) Trimmer, were born in the
same locality, the mother in tile year 1795 and the
father in the year 1796. His father was a bricklayer and a stone-mason , although his granrlfather,
l\Iathias Trimmer, was a farmer. John Trimmer
passed his life in his native State, entering into rest
in January, 1876. His wife bad preceded him to
the silent tomb, her death having occurred about
1858. Their family included five sons and two
daughters, of whom but two are now living. These
arc our subject and an older brother, Gibson , who
is residing on the old homestead near York Springs,
Pa.
The childhood and youth of Jesse Trimmer were
spent in his native county in the acquirement of n
common-school education and the trade which he
began at the age of fifteen yeurs. In 1850, he
came to Ohio and in 1861 began contracting anrl
building in partnership with his uncle, Michael
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Trimmer, the connection continuing about seven
years. The partnership was then dissolved and our
subject continued the same business alone until
1879, when be abandoned his trade, and has since
occupied himself solely in looking after his bustness interests in the city. When President Lincoln
issued his first call for seventy-five thousand troops
to suppress tbe rebellion, :Mr. Trimmer enrolled
himself in the Union Army: He served three
months, the term of enlistment for which the cnll
was made, and afterward joined the minute men
or home guards.
On December 18, 1859, OUt' subject and Miss
Mary E. Trimmer, a native of this city, were
united in maniage. Mrs. Trimmer's pa•·ents are
still living in the enjoyment of all their faculties, although quite advanced in years. Her
father, Michael Trimmer, was born in Adams
County, Pa., in 1\Iarch 1806, and her mother,
Catherine, in Hagerstown, M:rl ., May 11, of the
same y<·ar. The latter is a daughter of John M.
Eitel who was a native of Stuttgart, Germany.
The union of our subject and his wife bas been
childless.
Mr. Trimmer belongs to Lagonda Tribe No. 61,
Improved Order of Red Men, in wbich he has held
the office of Treasurer since 1876. He also belongs
to the Springfield Rifle Club, of which he is
Treasmer. In politics be is a Republican. He is
a regular attendant of the senior Bible Class of tbe
First Lutheran Church.

e

HARLES F. NEER is one of tbe most enterprising of the younger farmers in Clark
County, his present location being on section 28, Pleasant Township. Here be bas a fine
farm of two hundred and sixty-three acres on
which the best stock is raised, while the crops are
equal in quality to any found in the county. A
worthy scion of an honored family, Mr. Neer is
honored and respected by the people, nnrl his
worldly success is regarded as no more than his
just deserts. He was born southwest of Catawba,
March 7, 1856, being a son of Nathan and Mary-
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(Hunter) Neer, whose estate is one of the landmnr.ks of Pleasant Township.
Upon the parental acres young Neer was reared
to man's estate, gaining a practical insight into the
details of agl'iculture and obtaining a good education in the common schools. He taught two terms
but chose farm life as liis vocation. At the age of
twenty-one years be began hiR own career in life
and in the spring of 1883, removed lo his present
location. A ·short time before, on December 19,
1882, he had led to t.be hymeneal altar Miss Lida
A. Conway, an estimable and intelligent young
woman, who like himself is a devout member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. She was born .at
Catawba, December 19, 1861, being a daughter of
NewtonS. and Nancy (Smith) Conway. To Mr.
and Mrs. Neer one daughter has been born-Edith.
Mr. Neer is a believer in and supporter of the
principles of the Rcpu blican party.
Another of the young and enterprising farmers
and stock-raisers of Pleasant Township is Alonzo
W. Neer, a brother of our subject. He was born
June I, 1858, on the homestead which he now
owns and occupies, and whose present acreage
is about one hundred and eighty acres. He
is a member of the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, and of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
his social qu<11ities and upright character as well as
his energy in worldly affairs, bringing him rapidly
to the front. His home is presided over by his
sister, Laura J., who was born March 4, 1863, and,
who ie an excellent housekeeper and an intelligent
young woman.

e

HARLES LEWIS EHRENFI~LD, youngest
child of Augustus Clemens Ehrenfeld, M.
D., was born in Kisbacoquillas Valley, Mifflin County, Pa., June 15, 1832. His father was a
' native of Heilbronn, Germany, a graduate of Heidelberg University, a classical scholar who wrote
and spoke the .Latin with ease, conversed readily in
the French, and !mew several other modern languages.
His grandfather, George Frederick Ehrenfeld,
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came to this country in the latter part of the last
century. He was a wealthy merchant in Pbilarlelphia, but was financially ruined some time before
his death, through being security for others. He
died there in 1809, at the home of his son. His
maternal grandfather, Henry Stetzer, wns a patriot
soldier in the Revolutionary War, serving through
a great part of that long contest, and Henry Stetzer's father, John Stetzer, was also in the service of
the American Army during the Revolution, charged
with &uperintenrling the shoeing of army horses.
The other maternal great-grandfather of our subject, was in Braddock's Army, and died of sickness
near Braddock's field , where be lies buried.
In his religious antecedents, Prof. Ehrenfeld
comes from the two historic branches of the Protestant faith, his father having been Lutheran, his
mother, Reformed.
The subject of this sketch was in his seventh
year when his father died; thereafter, his mother
and older brothers having gone to farming, be
worked on the farm until be was fifteen; then was
clerk two years in a country store; taught a country school during the winter of 1850-51; went to
Wittenbe•·g College in 1851 ; was graduated in 1856 .
He was an active member of tbe Excelsior Society,
&nd in the contest between the literary societies in
the spring of 1855, be was orator. After his graduation in 1856, be returned home and took an active
part in the Presidential campaign for Fremont,
making speeches for the "Pathfinder," and east his
first vote for President. Taught school the following winter. In the fall of 1857, returned to
Wittenberg College to study theology, bnt upon
his arrival was chosen tuto•· in the Preparatory Department, and remained in that position two years.
While tutor he was elected Principal of the City
Schools of Hamilton, Ohio, but wishing to continue
post-graduate studies, especially theology, he did
not accept the position.
Prof.'Ehrenfeld resigned his position as tutor in
1859, and devoted himself to the study of theology. In the spring of 1860 became pastor of the
First Lutheran Church at Altoona, Pa., where he
remained until1863; pastor at Shippensburg, 1863
and 1865; at Hollidaysburg, 1865 and 1871. Was
called thence to Newport. At the same time he .
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was chosen Principal of the Southwestern Pennsylvania State Normal School, one of a number authorized by special act of the State for the higher professional training of teachers. Having visited the
school, be found it was lleavily involved, an<l so
thought it unwise to accept. But at the urgent
solicitation of the State authorities, he gave up the
eall to Newport, and entered upon the Principalsllip of the Normal School in July. The school
had not yet met the requirements of the law, and
had not been .accepted by the State aut\)orities.
The Legislature bad granteil it $ 1!i,OOO, as it had
granted a like sum to each of the other five State
Normal tichools then established, with the understanrling that this was to be the end of State approlll"i ations. But it was evident that the extensive
req11iremcnts of the law const-ituting the schools,
cou l<l not be met without large help from the treas~~~'Y of the Commonwealth.
He was appointect to
make the effort. To give tile history of it is not
necessary, but after considerable struggle, it was
successful, and an appropriation of $10,000 was obtniucd. lie also obtained tlJC passage of a speci:d
net authorizing the school in his charge to borrow
$ 15,000 additional , and issue bonds therefor. 'Vitb
this and the appropriation of $10,000 and subsequent appropriations, the a.dditional buildings were
erecterl and equipped, and in May 1874, the institution was inspected and adopte<l as one of the
regular State Normal Schools.
In 1872 Prof. Ehrenfeld was appointed by Dr.
Wickersham, State Superintendent, as his Deputy,
to oct ns Chairman of the State Committee of five
to conduct the examinations of the graduating
class~s at the several State Normal l:icftools, and he
performed his delicate duties in a way that gave
sa ti sfaction to all parties. During the following
winters he was several times appointed by the State
Deportment as one of several instructors at County
Institutes. In 1876 he was appointed by the Executive Committee of the State Teachers' Association to read a paper on the "Needs of the Normal
i;chools" at the convention at Westchester, Pa., in
Aug-u~t of that year.
In the discu~sion of this pa[,er after it bud been read , Dr. John S. Hart, then
professor in Princeton College, said: "The argument in the paper is so complete and entit·e, that

there is nothing left for others to do except to say
'amen' and subscribe to it." After the discussion
of the paper, Prof. Ehrenfeld was appointed Chairman of a committee of nine "to prepare an address
to the Legislature with the aim of securing a truer
and more successful policy for the Nor mal Schools
of our Commonwealth."
Tbe following Jan nary Gov. Hartranft, at the
solicitation of Dr. Wickersham, appointed Prof.
E hrenfeld Financial Sect·etary of the Department
of Education, with direction to take charge as soon
as a suitable successor could be found as principal
of the school he hau in charge. He remained Financial Secretary until Febl'Uary, 1878, when Gov.
Hartranft appointed him State Librarian. This
gave him charge of both the law and miscellaneous
libraries. His report to the LegislatUl'e on the condition and needs of the libraries was followed by
successive extraordinary appropriations witll wltich
to make purchases abroad as well as at home, to fill
as far as possible, the existing gaps. He accordingly made many purcha!es at Edinbmgh, Lonclon,
Amsterdam, and Paris, of important and rare works
upon the earliest American history and upon the
provincial histories of American colvnics. He also
had some copies mad e of uniqu e documents pertaining to Pennsylvania in the British Mnscum
through the agency of tile late Henry Stevens, Esq.,
of Lon<lon. Tile Law J.ibrary also was built np
into completeness, second only to that of the Library of Congress.
In 1881 Prof. l•:hren feld was re-appointed as
St:;te Librarian by Gov. lloyt, and in 1882 he >1'as
elected Professor of English and Latin at Wittenue rg College. His term as Librarian would not
have expired until 1884, and the salary was much
above that of the Professorship, bot the college was
his Alma Mater, and its acceptance afforded oppo•·tunity of educating his cbildt·en not only at home,
but at a college whose cout·se meant thorough study.
Moreover, the !-ibrary had become such a resort
for legal and historical research, and had so grown
in his hands, that without additional assistants, he
hn•l no time left for study. He accepted the Professorship 1md entered upon its duties in tbe autumn
of 1882.
Mr. Ehrenfeld was married October 3, 1860, to
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Miss Helen M. Hatch, of Springfield, Ohio. They
hi\YC five children, three sons living, two daughters
deceased. This sketc·h bas said nothing of its subject's work while in the active ministry, the part of
his life which he probably regards as the moat noteworthy, from whose duties and studies he turned
aside with reluctance, and only as he was strenuously called to other work that wa~ thrust into his
hands. Also uothing of his part in the National
struggle during the Rebellion . Several of his discourses during the war were published at the request of those who heard them.
His report to his own synod of the action of the
memorable convention of the General Synod at Ft.
Wayne in 1866, was republished in the Luthetan
Observer as a "clear and thorough" statement of
that eventful case. He delivered the annual address before the Alumni of the Wittenberg College
in 1868. Subject, "!lien of Ideas." His reports to
the different State Departments of Pennsylvania,
are in tbe public documents. Besides, he wrote
frequently for the press.
Mr. Ehrenfeld is a memhcr of the Dauphin
County Historical Society, of Pennsylvania. .He
was elected in 18tH, honorary member of the Historical So<Jiety of Virginia, and is a member of the
1\Iodem .L anguage Association of America.
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Greene County, and the latter a relative of Maj.
Gen. Oprlyke of the Union Army during the
War of the Rebellion . Our snbject received his
education in schools near his father's borne, and
when olrl enough became a student of Adrian College, Michigan, where he gracluated in 1873.
Upon leaving college Mr. Hale followed the
profession of a teacher until 1884, when be be·
came connected with the Xenia Torchlight. In
1885, he was offererl and accepted the position
of local editor of the Springfield (Ohio) Globe
Repub lic. After remaining one year with this
paper, he accepted a position as reporter on the
La Crosse Republican at La Crosse, Wis., after
wnr·d returning to the Buckeye State, an<l established the paper he now owns and edits. This
paper is a fonr page, seven colnmn quarto, is independent in politics, and on public questions,
an<! has a weekly home circulation of five hundred
copies.
Mr. Hale was married iu 1886, to Miss Anna
Belle, a daughter of John 01'1', of Xenia, who
served Greene County as Clerk of Courts for
many ye3rS. Mr·. and Mrs. Hale have one chile!,
Ben Kenneth, a bright and interesting boy of sixteen months.

..,.._

AMES R. HALE, editor and publisher of the
Spring Valley Blade. The ranks of the
Republican party in Greene County number among their most enthusiastic supporters
this gentleman, who takes an active part in political matters, both iocal and national. Durin1r the
Pr·esidential and gubernatorial campaign of 1884,
while in Spring!ielrl, he took a prominent part
with the famous "Plug Hat Brigade," which numbered some sixteen hundred members, and of which
he was Secretary. He has served as a member of
Greene County Republican Central Committee, also
of the Ex:ecuti ve Committe.
Bellbrook, Greene County, was the birthplace of
Mr. Hale, and he was born June 13, 1847, to i'lilas
and Miriam (Opdyke) Hale, both natives of

J
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ON. THOMAS JEF~'ERSON PRINGLE.
~~ Tile legal profession of Clark County re'tl cognizes in Mr. Pringle one of its leading
men. He is thoroughly acquainteli with
the intricacies of common Jaw and has been more
than ordinarily succ.essfnl as a practitioner, building up an extensive and lucrative business. He has
been a life .long resident of Clark, which is his native county, and he was born in Madison Township, March 18, 1838. His father, William D.
Pringle, was n native of the same township.
William D. Pringle, like his son, spent his boyhood anli youth in his native township engaged in
agricultural pursuits and acquired snch education
as was afforded by the district school. After marriage he bought " farm and remained a resident of
1\Iaclison Township until 1855. Then selling out he
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removed to Madison County, of whi~;b he has since
been a resident and engaged in agricultural pursuits. His wife bore the maiden name of Catherine
Bales. She was born in the Shenanrloah VRlley,
Va., and was the daughter of Thomas and Cathe·
rine Bales. ~he died at Big Plains in August, 1888. Of the six children born to her . and
her husband, five are still living, namely: James
A., a resident of Madison County; Thomas J., our
subject; Susan, the wife of Elijah Chenowith, of
Madison County; llfRry E., the wirlow of James
Lyons, and now residing with her father, and
Charles W., who lives in Madison County.
Mr. Pringle, of whom we write, attended the district school during his boyhood, and in 1856 entered Oberlin College from which he was graduated
in the class of 1862. He had in the meantime
commenced tli'C study of law in the office of Shellabarger & Goode and in 1863, was admitted to
the bar by the Supreme Court at Columbus. He
then spent o»e year in Indianapolis and at the expiration of this time he opened an office in Springfielrl, where he has since followed his profession.
He was mnrriedJ in 1870, to Miss Margarettn
Pongue. Mrs. Pringle was horn in Greene County,
Ohio, in 1847, and is a daughter of Robert D. and
Mary E. Poaguc. Robert D. was a native of KenLucky, and Mary E. of Warren County, Ohio, the
latter surviving. The three children born of this
union are named respccti vely: Ca.therine, Robert,
and Marr.
In politics 1\fr. Pringle has always been a Republican, and cast his first Presitlen,ial vote for Abraham Li.ncoln. In I 888, he was a prominent
ca ndidate for Lieutenant-Governor with Gov. Foraker. He was elected State Senator in 1879, and
again in 1885. During his first te1·m be voted for
Gen. James A. Garfield, for Senator, and when the
laUe!' resigned he voted for John Sue1·man during
the first and second term. While in the Senate he
was a member of the Jutliciary Committee, also on
the Common School Committee, School Lands, MuHicipal Corporations, Penitentiary, etc .. a1<d was a
member of the non-partisan committee of six appointed in 1885, to investigate the Hamilton
County frauds.
Mr. Pringle is a membe1· of ihe Bar Association

of Cla1k County and socially belongs to Clark
Lodge, No. 101, A. F. & A . M., Springfield Chapter No. 48, R. A. M. and Palestine Commandery,
No. 33, K. T. He is prominently connected with
the First Presbyterian Church. He has been more
than ordinarily successful as an attorney, and as a
citizen. be is held in high esteem.

OHN HANES. The farming community of
Beaver Creek Township, Greene County,
is worthily represented by Mr. Hanes, who
is successfully tilling two hundred and
thirty acres of choice land on section 13. His native place was in Washington County, Md., and
the date of his birth May 16, 1824. His parents
were. Adam and Sarah (Tice) Hanes, both likewise
natives of Maryland and of German rlescent. Adam
Hanes was born November 14, 1791, and after
his marriage, with his wife and children emigrate<l to Ohio in the year 1831 , and settled on
a part of the farm where their son John now
lives, and where they sojunrne<l the remainder
of theil· days. The mother departed this life June
12, 1858, anrl Adam Hanes was called hence June
6, 11:!65, when quite aged.
To Adam and Sarah Hanes there was born a
family of eight children; viz.: Samuel, John, Luct·etia; Sarah J .,. who died when about nine years
olrl; Ann M., David Luther and Mary J . The
snfl'ivors are fom· in numbE-r. John, our subject,
remained a member of the parental household until
a man of thirty-six years, and then, on the 6th of
March, 1860, took unto him self a wife and helpmate, llliss Mary Z., daughter of John llliddleton,
of Cresar Creek Township. Mrs. Hanes was born
in this county, February 7, 1830, nnd is the rlaughter of John and Susan Middleton, who are now dcrensed. Mr. and 1\frs. Hanes have no children.
After the outbreak of the Civil Warl\Ir. Hanes,
in 1!l64, enlisted in the One Hundred and Fiftyfourth Ohio National Guards, but saw no active
service, the assistance of this regiment not being
required in the field. lie votes the straight Republican ticket, nnd has held the office of Township
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Trustee• one year. He was also Lnnd Appraiser for
the same length of time. Both he and his estimable wife are members in good standing of the Reformed Church. Mr. Hanes is a warm admirer of
the principles of Odd Fellowship, and has passed
nil the Chairs in Lodge No. 52, at Xtnia. As a
man and a citizen he is looked upon with approval
by "II who know him. He has been successful in
his farm\ng operations, and is well-to-do, being
am ply provided against want in his old age.

DWARD W. KISER enjoys an edended
acquaintance throughout Clark County,
parti.c ularly in Moorefield Township, where
he was born May 15, 1850. He is a man of sterling integrity, whose .word is considered as good as
his bond, and who manifests the interest which all
intelligent men should take in the material, intellectual and moral good of the community. He
owns and occupies one hundred and sixty acres of
land on section 33, the estate being carefully and
intelligently tilled and bearing adequate improvements. A comparatively young man, Mr. Kiser is
succeeding in worldly affairs, and is able to surroun<l his family with all the comforts of life,
besi•lcs m9king provision for his declining years.
Mr. Kiser is descended from old Virginia families, being the son of Michael l\1. and Sarah (Wise.)
Kiser, of the Old Dominion. His father was born
in Rockingham County near the close of the last
century, and reared to manhood in his native
State, where he was married. He emigrated to
Ohio in all probability in the '20s, settling on the
farm now occupied by our subject. The land of
which he took possession was not cleared, and he
placed it in a tillable condition, doing much of
the labor which belongs to pioneer life. He put
up a log house, in which his family was 8beltered
for many years, the structure being enlarged and
improved some years after it was built. In it be
passed away July 4, 1869, his wife surviving him
until 1874. The hospitality of the couple was
well known, and the honesty and liberality which
characterized the husband gained him the respect
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of all who enjoyed his acquaintance. His industry
and peroeverance were rewarded by the accumulation of an estate valued at about $12,000. During
the Civil War he was a member of the Home
Guards at Bellefontaine, in which town be resided
for three years. The balance of the time, during
which he was a citizen of Ohio, he spent on the
farm. His political adherence was given to the
Republican party. He was the father of a large
family, of whom the only survivors are : Mary A.,
Mrs. Baker, a widow, whose home is in Illinois;
and be of whom we write.
Edward Kiser received his early instruction in
the public and sdect schools of this county, and
acquired a good practical education therein, although he had not the opportunity of P.ttending
the higher institutions of learning. He has been a
life-long farmer, and is successfully pursuing his
chosen calling. In politics, be is a stanch Republican. He is now serving as School Director in
his district, performing the duties of that office in
a satisfactory manner.
The marriage of Mr. Kiser and Mrs. Mary C.
Brandle took place September 15, 1875. and has
been blessed by the birth of four children, who
were named respectively: William, Elva, Bessie
and Charles. Mrs. Kiser is a daughter of Landron
and Margaret Bumcrots, now of this county but
formerly of Virginia. Her first husband wM John
Brandle, of this county, to whom she bore two
children-Ada, the wife of Robert Wilson, and
Emma, wife of James Morse, both living in Springfield.

-·~-

J

G . SNIDER, M.D., a rising young physician of Cedarville Township,Greene County,
is in connection with his practice operatin"g
a well-regulated farm. This lies about four
miles north of tile city, and it would seem that the
proprietor bas little to complain of in the distribution of fortune's favors. He is the offspring of
a good family, being the son of J. C. and E. M.
(Thomas) Snider, and the grandson of Adam Snider, the latter a native of Little Briton, Md.
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The paternal great-grandfather was George Snider,
who traced his ancestry to the North ·of England.
The subject of this notice was born in Jefferson
County, this ~tate, August 24, 1862, and remained a resident of that county until reaching
manhood. He was in delicate health during his
younger . years, but obtained a good education,
attending school 'at Hopedale, and later being
graduated from the University of Scio. He eutererl upon the study of medicine under the instruction of Dr. A. Beresford, and Inter became a
student of the Medical College in Cincinnati and
the Bennett College of Eclectic Medicine and Surgery of Chicago, ft·om which be was duly graduated.
Dr. Snider commenced the regular practice of
his profession in partnership with George W.
Abbott, who was Commander-in-chief of the or<ler of Sons of Veterans. About that time he
formed the acquaintance of Miss Ella Houser, of
Xenia, to whom he was married March 30, 1887.
Soon afterward the newly-wedded pair removed to
the farm which they now occupy, and which is
familiarly known as the olrl George Brown homestearl. It embraces one hundred and fifty acres of
choice land, and is amply furnished with all the
modern improvements. Dr. Snider is a stirring,
energetic young man, somewhat prominent in
local affairs, and a member in good standing of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church of Xenia. He
was admitted to this church by letter from the
Third Presbyterian Church of Chicago, of which
his brother was pastor,
The maternal grandfather of our subject wa;
"Tilliam !lie Dowell, who married Miss Nancy Dobbins, and John Dobbins, father of the latt~r, marl'ied a sister of William Penn. Grandfather Daniel Thomas married Elizabeth McDowell,and was
tl!e son of Daniel and Fannie (McCrea) Thomas.
Father and son were powerful men physically, and
blacksmiths by trade. The McCrea family was
of Irish origin, and settled in Virginia at an early
<lay. Grandfa~her Thomas served as a soldier in
the War of 1812. One of his uncles was in the
Revolutionary War, and went over Niagara Falls
in a vessel which tL£ British had captured and
which they sent over the falls with all on board. 1

Gran1lfather Thomas was !'.t the battle tr Baltimore in 1814, to which he marched barefoot a
long distauce. From these few facts it may easily
be imagined that if the history of the Thomas and
McCrea families could be fully gathered and
written out it would form a tale full worthy of
perusal.

AMJo;S McMILLEN. The live stock inter.
csts of Cedarville and vicinity recognize a
worthy representative in the subject of this
notice, who makes a business of buying and
feeding for the market. His long experience in the
business has resulted in a thorough undetstanding
of all its details, and there are few men able to
operate with better judgment or more satisfactory
results. Mr. McMillen has spent his entire life in
Greene County, in fact, now lives on the place
where he was born. This latter event took placo
December 16, 1833.
The subject of this notice is the son of David
McMillen, who came to Greene County accompanied by a number of his brothers, in 1831. David
McMillen, taking up a tract of land, erected the
homestead now occupied by his son, and after a
well-spent life passed to his final rest. The house
which he fit·st built was destroyed by fire in 185.8,
everything being demolished except the walls,
which were left standing, and from the ruins James
erected the present residence the same year, and
lived there with his mother until her death r It is
now a large, substantial structure, and if no other
disaster overtakes it, will remain for years to come,
proof against the ordinary ravages of time. It is
situated about three miles from Cedarville, on
Massie's Creek, surrounded by two hundred and
forty-fom· acres of good !nod, which David McMillen, with the assistance of his children, redeemed from the primitive forest. The parental
family consisted of six sons and six daughters, of
whom James was the youngest born. The mother
bore the maiden name of Nancy Wright.
James McMill~n grew to manhood on the pioneer
farm, and obtained such education as the district
schools of Cedarville afforded. When a little over
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twenty. three years old he was married, January 15,
1867, to Miss M. E., !laughter of Robert and Elizabeth (Richards) Murdock. Afterward Mr. McMillen occupied himself in general farming until
becoming interested in live stock. Originally he
was a stanch De111ocrat, but of late has been inclined to support the Prohibition ticket. His
religious beliefs conform to the doctrines of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church, of which his cstimabl<l wife is also a member.
To Mr. and Mrs. McMillen was born "family of
nine chilrlren, two of whom died in early childhood. Fanny, the eldest, completed her studies in
lllonmonth (Ill.) College, which she attended two
years; she is a lady of fine attainments, occupies
herself as a teacher, and makes her home with her
parents. FrEderick is tit present a student of Moomonth College, f.-om which he expects to be gradnnterl in due time; · Harlan is now attenrling the
Commercial College at Springfield, this ~tate; Homer is his father's c!Jief assistant on the farm;
Clam, an interesting young miss of fourteen years,
Clayton and Jason remain under the parental roof.
The fnmily occupies a high position soc ially, and
is widely and favorably known throughout the
township.

OBERT JOHNSON, Vice-President of the
Mast, Foos & Co. manufacturing concern
and also of the Superior Drill Company of
Springfield, is one of its prominent and leading citizens, a gentleman of the highest character
nnd of potent inllunnce. He and his wife are mem .
hers of the High StreetMetlwdistEpiscopnl Church
and are both highly esteemed and loverl for their
many excellent personal qualities and sterling
Christian worth. Mr. Johnson was born in Clark
County a few miles south of the city of Springfield
on the old Johnson place, a well-known locality,
January 20, 1832. He is the second son of the
late James and Ellen Johnwn, natives of Ireland
and of Scotch-Irish blood.
The pnr0nts of Mr. Johnson came to Clark
County in 1824, settling down upon Lhc farm where

905

they spent the remainder of their lives. Eight
chililren-four boys and four girls-were born on
the place, all of whom are still living (1890). In
1849, Robert repaired to the city and commenced
learning the trade of a carpenter and joiner at which
he worked three years. He then became a partner
with his brother James, and they adopted the business of contracting an<! building which they canied
on until 1864, in which year he went to the Pennsylvania oil regions <lnring the excitement incident
to the opening of the rich oil field. After operating there about three years he retumed to Springfield.
In 1867, 1\fr. Johnson joined with others in organizing the Champion Machine Company, which
subsequently became the Amos Whiteley Reaper
& Mower Manufacturing Company,and was a leading and most efficient member of the company until the year 1881, when be disposed of his interest
in the concern. To 1\fr. Johnson's ability as a manager and worker in the company's operations must
be ascribed a goodly portion of its marked success.
Whatever he has undertaken iu any department of
business has been well anrl efficiently done.
Soon afterward Mr. Johnson purchased property
opposite the First Presbyterian Church, on West
lli11in Street, Spdngfield, demolished the old and
unsightly structures standing upon it anrl erected
a fine, fiv e-story busiue's block, finishing off on
the fourth and fifth lloors one of the most elegan t
Masonic halls in the country. In 1884, he acquire<!
an interest in the celebrated manufactory owned
by Messrs. Mast, Foos & Co., anrl wa~ chosen VicePresident of the company. In December of that
same year he assisted in the re-organization of the
Superior Drill Company and was elected VicePresident of this also; he now divides his time and
energies in assist ing the management and operations
of both the companies named .
Mr. Johnson was m m'ied in 1859 to 1\Iiss Ad elaide Humphreys, a daughter of the late William
Humphreys, an esteemed citizen and a pioneer
of Clark County. This union resulted in the birth
of seven child•·en, viz.: Ellie A., Charles S., Nellie
M., Frank C. , Clara B., Jessie J., and Benjamin P.
Mr. Johnson has always taken a prominent and useful part in public affairs anrl has invariably beBn
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recognized as a good citizen. He was elected to
the City Council from the old Thirrl Ward in the
spring of 1882, serving four years and was President of the Council one term. He is one of the
5tockholders anrl Directors of the Springfield National Bank ancl a Trustee of his church . His
residence at No. 197 South Fountain Avenue, is
beautifully situaterl and forms one of the many
very handsome and comfortable homes of SpringHeld.
Mr. Johnson h'\s acquired a substantial
fortjlne through his industry anrl enterprise, mechanical abilities and rare qualities as a manager of
large enterprises and makes good use of the means
he has accumulated.

-If{~OBERT MENDENHALL.

The subject of
this notice, a gentleman of fifty-five years,
was born four and one-half miles south of
~ Xenia near the Burlington Pike, October
12, 1834, and lives five and one-half miles -in the
same direction from the city, where he owns two
hundred and seventeen acres of choice land. His
life-long interests have centered in this county, iu
which he has grown up from infancy, and he has
naturally become identified with its advancement
and prosperity. He is the scion of an excellent
old family, being the son of Benjamin and Ann
(Simison} lllendenhall, the former of whom was
born April 26, 1804, also at the place where he
now resides south of the city. He has lived on
the farm. of his birth all his life . . There were
born to him and his estimable partner eight
children, viz.: William , Robert; John, who served
in the One Hundred and Fifty-fourth Ohio Infantry during the Civil War and is now deceased;
Rebecca E ., l\Iary Ann, these two also deceaseil;
Smith, a member of the Seventy-fourth Ohio
Infantry, who died in the service; Margaret, the
deceased wife of David Adams, and Nancy, who
died when a child of six years.
The father of our subject was reared a Quaker,
to which faith he still adheres. He was a strong
Wuig during the existence of that party, and
afterward identified himself witu the Republican
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!K\\\

party. Tue wife and mother died at tbe homestead in 1861, strong in the Presbyterian faith.
Mr. Mendenhall was subsequently married to
Betsey A. (Thornburg) Compton. The paternal
grandfather of our subject, John Mendenhall by
name, was a native of North Carolina, and cameto
this county about 1802. He settled on a large
tract of land, three hundred acres in extent, this
lying in Spring Valley Township, and there spent
the balance of his days. He likewise was a Quaker
in religious belief. His wife bore the maiden
name of Ruth Brown, and they reared a family of
six sons and four daughters.
The subject of this notice spent his boyhood
and youth under the parental roof, acquiring such
education as the primitive schools afforded, and
upon reaching his majority struck out for uimself.
His first purchase of land was a part of the farm
where he now resides ~nd upon which he settled
in 1862. Prior to this, December 22, 1859, he
was joined in wedlock to Miss_Jane Elam, who was
born July 7, 1838, and was the daughter of Isaac
B. and Mary (McKnight) Elam. This union resulted in the birth of two children-Mary Ann,
now the widow of William E. Ferguson, and
Kelley, who remains under the parental roof. Mrs.
Ferguson has a son and a dauguter-Leon K. and
l\lildrcd J. Mr. Mendenhall lives the life of a
quiet and peaceable citizen, meddling very little
with matters outside his fum , and uniformly gives
his support to the Republican party.

EORGE R. BURROUS.
This gentleman,
who is highly spoken of hy all who know
him, is now the proprietor of the old Fifer
livery, feed and sale stable, at No. 30 East Second
Street, Xenia, and doing a good business.
He
embarked in this enterprise, in 1887, in company
with his brother, J. R. Burrous, under the style of
Burrous Bros. In the spring of 1889 he bought
out his partner's interest, and has since been carry; ng on the enterprise alone.
A Mr. Burrous, one of the ~arly settlers of this
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county, reared a family one of whom, Richard, is
the father of our subject. This Richard was born
about three miles from Xenia, grew to maturity in
this county and took for his companion in life
Miss Elizabeth Harner, also of this county. He
engaged in farming in Bath Township, and there
his son, George R., was born, May 18, 1849. They
were the parents of two sons and five da_ughters by
the first marriage, and of these five are still living.
Mr. Burrous was twice married, of the second marriage there were two children, both living. The
parents are both deceased, the mother dying May
25, 1849; the father survived her until February
5tb, 1882, when he passed from earth.
The subject of this sketch grew to matmity in
his native township, having the advantages of the
good schools which abound in the. Buckeye State,
and remaining under the parental roof until be
was almost of age. He learned telegraphy, and
was in the employ of I he Atlantic & Great Westem Railroad Company, and then in that of the
Cincinnati, Hamiltfln & Dayton road, at Dayton.
His stations were generally in this State, and he
continued in the business until the spring of 1883.
Since that period he has spent most of the time in
this city (Xenia), for one year having been engaged in the coal and lime t.-ade. He brings to
his business enterprises a zeal and energy that is
commendable, while the principles which govern
his transactions are such as to give him the confidence of all with whom be bas to do. He votes
the Democratic ticket.

e

HARLES H. NEFF, Cashier of the New
Carlisle Bank, is favorably known in his
community as a gentleman well fitted for
the duties of his responsible position, and whose
honesty is unquestioned. He was born in Covington, this State, November 19, 1852, and is a son of
Dr. Benjamin and Harriet (Hay) Neff. Benjamin
Neff was born in Lancaster County, Pa., whence
his parents removed to Clark County, this State, at
an early date, settling about three miles south of
the preeent site of New Carlisle. The paternal
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grandparents of our subject were David and Ann
(Kaufman) Neff, also natives of the Keystone State
and of Swiss descent. They spent their last years
in Clark County, this State.
The father of our subjeet was reared to farming
pursuits, but afte1· attaining manhood began reading medicine, and in due time entered Jefferson
Medical College at Philadelphia, from which be
was graduated. He commenced the practice of his
profession in Fairfield, Ohio, but removed soon
afterward to Covington, where he practiced two
years. At the expiration of this time he changed
his residence to Piqua, where be sojourned three
years. His next removal was to New Carlisle,
where fortune smiled upon him, and where he
built up a large and lucrative practice; this in conne~tiou with a drug business which he established,
covered a period of more than thirty years. In the
meantime he was prominent in politics, being first
a Whig, later a Republican, and was elected by
this latter party to the State Legislature, serving
in the sessions from 1871 LO 1875. He accumulated a competence and departed this life leaving
behind him a goon record. His wife, the mother
of our subject, was born in New Carlisle, this State,
and is still living. Her parents were John and
Mary (Wallace) Hay, who emigrated to Ohio in
the pioneer days, and were among the first residents of New Carlisle. Grandfather Hay conducted the pioneer hotel of the place, and there
with his good wife spent his closing years, both
dying at an advanced age.
By his first wife, Elizabeth K. Neff, the father of
our snhject b~came the parent of one daughter,
Mary, who is now the wife of John Patterson,
Cashier of the Piqua (Ohio) National Bank. Of
his second marriage with the sister of his first wife
there was born a family of six children, of whom
Charles H., ·our subject, was the eldest. The next
child, Jennie, became the wife of Morris Hayward,
a lumber dealer of Columbus,· this State. Frank
and Millie are deceased; Grant is a druggist and
located in New Carlisle; Harley is deceased.
The subject of this sketcl1, who is the eldest
child of his father's second marriage, was reared in
his native place, attending the public schools and
spending much of his time in the drug store of hi~
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~ Hemy and Mao·y A. (Hyland) Ridenour,

ship from 1840 until their decease. The father
died in 1883 at the age of seventy-six years, having been born in 1807. The honsehold circle includerl six children, viz: Ann, Patience, John,
Vopton , and ThomtiS J. and l\:lary, twins.
The subject of this sketch has a fine education,
having llad the advantage of attending Antioch
College four years. He taught penmanship one
year, attaining to a high degree of proficiency and
artistic skill in the use of the pen. He was first
married, in 1872, to Catherine, daughter of Daniel
iii. and Maria (Wampleo·) Shoup. She was born in
Greene County in 1849, and died August 18, 1882,
. afteo· a happy wedded life of ten years. She bore
het· husband four children, named respectively:
Mary E., Theo·esa M .. Gertrude E. and Maude A.
Mr. Ridenour contracted a second marriage
August 29, 1889, with Miss Margaret, daughter of
Thomas P. anrl 1\'Ino·garet Johnson, of this county.
Mr. and !\Irs .•Tolmson after theit· marriage settled
in Greene County, and here their daugl.Iter 1\Iargaret was born. Mr. Ritlenouo·'s farm is ninetyfive acres in extent, being a choice body of !arid
under a good state of cultivation. The proprietor
gives to it his whole time and attention, having
very little to do with political affairs, with the
exception of castiug his vote with the Republican
party.

who settled on a tract of wild land in Beaver Creek
Township and proceeded to build up a homestead,
endeavoring likewise to accumulate a competency.
To them there was hom May 24, 1848, he with
whose name we introcluce this biographical ontline.
He has practically grown up with the country, witnessing its growth ancl development with that interest only felt by the native-born citizen. He occupies a good position among his neighbors, being a
man enjoying their confidence and esteem in a
marked degree. He gives his political. support to
the Republican party, and for a period of seven
years held tbe office of Township Assessor.
The father and mother of our subject were respenti vely of German and Irish descent, and the
lat.ter was born in Maryland. They were married
in that State and carne to this county from Knox
County, this State, wheo·e they had sojourn6d for
a IJrief time. They lived in Beaver Creek Town-

ILLIA.I\1 H. SM ITH. Among those who
have been prominent in advancing the
various interests of New Carlisle and vicinity, may be properly mentioned tile subject of
this notice who bears an enviable reputation amona
uis fellow-citizens. Personally, he is genial and
companionable-a man exceedingly popular-while
in business circles his integl'ity, good judgment and
ability are unquestioned. He bas for many years
been engaged in the nursery business, and has thus
become widely anct favorably known to a large
portion of the people of Clark County. He has 8
most pleasant and hospitable home, which is the
frequent resort of scores of friends whom he has
made during his long r~;sidence in this section.
A native of Adams County, Pa., Mr. Smith was

f:tthet·. At the time of the organization of the
New Carlisle Bank in 1883, he was chosen its Cush·
iH, and has since held the position. He is also a
Director ond a stockholder.
He possesses more
than orrlinary bminess ability, os cautious, coo! and
accurate, anrl already well fixerl finan cially. In
pulitics he is a strong Re;,ublican. Socially, he
belongs to the Masonic fraternity, holding membership in Lodge No. 100, in New Carlisle. lllr.
Neff was married April 12, 1876, to Miss Corinne
Weakley . Mrs. Neff was born in New Carlisle and
is n daughter of Edward and Catherine (Gunkel)
\Yeakley, who were among the early settlers of
Clark County. Of this union there have been born
two children-Benjamin W. and .J eiierson . The
little family occupies a snug home and enjoys the
ncquaintnnce ru11l society of many friends. Mr.
Neff, and his estimable wife, stand hi g h in social
circl'es, and are worthy repi·escntaLives of a community more than oo·dinarily intelligent.

~
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- "HOillAS J. RIDENOUR. Among the early

residents of Greene Connty are mentioned
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born September 27, 1834, and is a son of Jacob and
Catherine (Conrad) Smith, both of whom were
likewise natives of that county. They died in
1852, as did six otber members of the family within
a few weeke of each other, falling victims of typhoid fever . Jacob Sulith was a well-to-do farmer
and a man of comfortable means. Both he and his
excellent wife were active members of the Lutheran
Church. Upright, charitable and hospitable people,they were widely and favorably known throughout the county, as representing its best element.
The paternal grandfather of our subject was also
named Jacob Smith, and the grandmother's first
name was Margaret. Both were natives .of Germany. They emigrated to America shortly after
the close of the Revolutionary War, and settled
first in Genesee County, N. Y., later removing to
Adams County, Pa. , where they spent the remain.
der of their lives, passing away at an advanced age.
Grandfather Smith was a life-long farmer, nnd posse~sing the thrifty and substantial traits of his
ancestors, became well-to-do.
To the parents of Mr. Smith there was born a
family of eight children, four of whom are still
living, namely: Catherine, Hannah, William H.
(our subject), and Caroline E. The deceased were
Sarah A., Israel, Maria and Margaret. William H.
was next to the youngest in the family, and spent
his boyhood days on the farm, assisting in the
lighter ~uties at home and pursuing his studies in
the common schools. He remained a member of
the parental household until about seventeen years
<>ld, and was even then interested in the growing
of fruit trees, to which he gave his attP.ntion while
remr.ining a resident of his native State. Upon
leaving Pennsylvania he emigrated to Knoxville,
Ill., and for two years dealt in live stock, and eogaged as a butcher.
In 1858, crossing the Father of Waters, Mr.
Smith located in Burlington, Iowa, where he engaged in buying and shipping stock extens.ively
until 1864. That year he returned East as far as
Clark County, this SLate, and locating in New
Carlisle, again became interested in the nursery
business. He began operations on a small scale,
and ad va.nced gradually as his methods became
known and people learned that they could depend
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upon him. He gained ground steadily, arlliing to'
his stock and facilities, until he is now one of the
largest fruit growers in the whole State . In company with his son, Iowa, he operates about three
hundred acres of land, all devotee! to the nursery
business, and located just north of the town. The
New Carlisle Nmsery bas a reputation second to
none in this part of the country, and during tbe
~pring of 1890 Smith & Son shipped twenty car
loads of fmit trees Lo the nurseries of New York
State alone . In addition to this, they receive orders from nearly every other State in the Union.
Mr. Smith was first married , May 6, 1856, to
Miss Louisa Davenpot·t, of Adams County, Pa.,
and there were born to them five children, all of
whom are living, viz: Sybil, Franklin J ., Iowa,
Bertha nnd George. Mrs. Louisa Smith departed
this life June 23, 1880, at the age of forty six
years. Mr. Smith contracted a second marriage
November 1, 1883, with Miss Carrie Hubbard.
The Smith family have one of the most pleasant
homes in Clark County, and occupy no secondary
position among its leading people. Our subject is
a thorough business man, and one who has been the
architect of his own fortune, starting in life without other resources than those with which nature
endowed him-strict honesty of purpose and perseverance, which admitted of no such word as fail.
In politics he is a sound Republican, and bas held
some of the minor offices. Although not connected
with any religious denomination, he believes in
the establishment and muintenance of churches, and
contributes to all as he has opportunity.

"~b_ ARRISON W. GETZ. It affords pleasme to .
the biographical writer to perpetuate the
memory of those who have gained the esteem of their fellow-citizens by the honorable manner in which they have borne their part
in the labors of life; and to record the success
which has attended industry, energy anrl prudence.
Among the citizens of Clark Comity many are
found to deserve a memorial record, and among
them iij numbered the gPntleman above-named, who
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resirles on section 20, Moorefielrl Towns.hip. He
owns and operates a farm which, although not so
large as many in t he township, is under excellent
cultivation . and affords an adequate support to the
owner anrl those who comprise his home circle. It
includes sixty acres of productive land, bears good
improvements, and has an appearance indicative of
the character and ability of the owner.
The paternal ancestors of our subject were German, anrl for many years tbe home of the family
was in Pennsylvania. In Little York County, of
that State, Daniel an<l Catherine (Williams) Getz
made their home until early in the '50s, when they
came to Clark County, Ohio. They settled on a
farm in German Township, where Mr. Getz is
classerl among the representative farmers . He bas
now passc<l his threescore years anrl ten, but still
manifests an interest in the progress of humanity,
anrl assists as he can in worthy objects. He is a
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and is
regarrled as one whose life is in keeping with his
profession. He is the father of a large family, of
whom the survivors are: Harrison W.; Mrs. Mary
Grogg; Emiline, wife of Nathan Grist, of German
Township; Ellen, wife of G. H.Thomas, of Harrlin
County; Samuel, Mrs. Jennie Peters, and Clara,
in German Township, Clark County.
The natal rlny of our subject was January 11,
1841, and his birthplace Little York County, Pa.
He was about eleven years olrl when his parents removed to this State, and be grew to manhood on a
farm, assisting his father in pioneer anrl farm labors. He received his erlucation in the common
schools of German Township, his advantages being
infel'ior to those afforded the youth of the present
ilay, but being sufficient to lay the foundation for
practical knowledge, which he has largely acquired
by his own efforts. He was not yet of age when
the Civil War broke out, but before the struggle
ceased he bad entered the Union Army, determined
to do what he could in defense of the flag. He was
mustered into Company F, Eighth Ohio Cavalry, in
February, 1864, serving in West Virgin ia. On severn! occasions he was surprised and captured by the
rebels, and at one time was re-captured by the Union troops before be had been taken to prison. In
January, 1865, nt Beverly, be fell into the hands of

the rebels and was sent to Libby Prison, where he
spent some four weeks, <luring which time he experieuced some of the hardships of prison life. In
due time he was exchanged, and continued his
service in the Union cause until July, when be was
honorably discharged and retumed to his homP.
The first wife of M o·. Getz bore the maiden name
of Adeline Gove. His second wife was Mrs. Racl ;ael
Jenkins, who bore him two cbilrlren-Oscar and
Mary. His third wire was Miss Ida Reprogel, who
bore him one son-Floyd. Mr. Getz is a thorough
Repu blicnn, never failing to cast his vote in the
interest of what his judgment decides is· tbe proper
policy in govemmPnt alfairs. ;,He is receiving a
pension of $10 per month, on account of psrtiQI
disability incurred by the rigors of campaign life.
He is a public-spirited citizen, although not an
office-holiler or· seeker.

J

OHN C. EARI,EY. This name represents one
of the most prominent and successful men
of Greene County and one who is widely and
favorably known as one of its most extensive
landowners. He at one time held the warranty deed
to seven hundo·ed acres, but a portion of this has
been divide•i among his children, he having now
three hun<lred and thirty-three acres. This com prises one of the most valuable farms in the county,
and it is largely de\·oted to stock-raising, which
yields to the proprietor handsome returns. Mr.
Earley has lived upon this farm for the_ long period
of over thirty years, having settled upon it in 1859.
The improvements which now attract the atten.
tion of the passing traveler have been brought
about by his own energy and perseverance. He
started from an humble position in life, and bas
made for himself a fine record, both as a financier
and a citizen.
When fir8t locating in Jefferson Township l\Ir.
Earley, then a young man, purchased fifty acres of
land. This was a tract of timber, from which he
cut away the trees, grubbed out the stumps, and
prepared the soil for cultivation. It has taken years
of labor and no small amount of money to bring
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this lsnd to itt< present condition, while he has
erecterl modern buildings, and gathered around
himself and his family all the comforts and many
of the luxuries of life.
A native of Clinton County, this State, Mr. Earley was born in Liberty Township, May 4, 1825.
His father, Solomon Earley, a nntive of Arlnros
County, Ohio, was born in 1801, and. was tile son
of William Earley, whose native place was in
County Tyrone, Irel~nd. Grandfather Earley was
of pure Irish stock, and was orphaned by the death
of both parents when quite young. The friendless
and. homeless boy was tsken in charge by a man
who proved a tyrannical master, ann from whom he
ran away at the age of fourteen years, and succeeded in boRrding a vessel hound for America.
He hid himself until it was well under way, and he
lanrled in New York City without means, among
strangers and in debt for his passage, the latter
amounting to $30. For this he was to work three
years, but after working two years I.e considered
that he had fully liquidated the debt, and be once
more ran away,going this time into Kentncky, and
locating near Vanceburg, on the Ohio River, over
which he ran a fcny a numlier of years.
While living .in the lllnc Grass State Grandfather
Earley met and married Miss Eva Thomas, and they
removed t_o Adams County, this Stste, settling upon
a tract of wilrl land. There was nothing, however,
to sustain life, and so Grandfathe1· Earley hunted
bears ·for a living, the ment of which he sol•l
througliout the county, and in one winter realized
from this MOO . Later he opened up his farm and
becnme well-to do. He had located in different
parts of the State more than sixteen hundred acres
of lane'!. He made his home, however, continuously
in Adams County, on the Ohio River, in what is
now known as the Irish Bottoms, noel rlied there at
the advanced age of eighty years. His wife had
passed away ten years prior to the decease of her
husband, aged threescore yenrs and ten .
William Earley was a Presbyterian in religion,
and made it the rule of his life to deal honestly by
his fellow-men. There was horn to him and his
<·stimable wife a family of ten children, seven sons
and three daughters, of whom Solomon, the father
of our subject, was the youngest born . Solomon
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and two of his brothers served valiantly in the
War of llll2. He was born in Adams County,
this State, and grew up to a strong and vigorous
manhood, imbued with the qualities whiciJ bad
mnile hi~ honored father so successful in life.
Solomon Earley was !llarried, in Adams County,
this Slate, to Miss Rebecca Casletine, also a native
of that county, and the daughter of John Castetine, who was American born, and who served as a
solrlier in the Revolutionary War. Grandfather
Casletine spent his last days in Clinton County,
this State, dying at the home of his daughter, Mrs.
Rebecca Earley, at t)le arlvanced age of ninety-six
years. He too was of strong and sturdy frame, Rnd
•ulr~r~d very little rroru LIJ~ ills whicb usually
af!lict mankinrl. He outlived his wife, who was
formerly a Miss Tucker, five years, she aleo being
·quite aged.
After tbe birth of their first child Grandfather
Earley, in 1824, removed from Adams to Clinton
County, settling in the wilderness, from which be
began slowly and laboriously to open up a farm,
HP. was a man of great industry and perseverancP,
and in due time realized his hopes, surrounded himself and his family with all tiJe comforts of life,
and was the owner of one of the finest farms in
that region. He spent his last days at the home
which he bad Lhus built up, departing hence Octoher. I,, 1886. His religious views coincided with
those of the Methodist Protestant Church. In
politics he was first a strong Whig, but later identified himsjlif with the Democratic party. He left
to his children a fine properLy.
Solomon Earley was twice mar·ried, his first wife
being the mother of our subject, ann who died in
1867. She was a lady of many estimable qualities,
and belonged to the same church as her husband.
After her death Mr. Earley was married to Miss
Rhoda Matlhcws, who is still living. John C. was
the second child in a family of two sons and four
daughters, of whom the sons and two daughters are
living; they arc all married and have families of
their own. Our subject was the first married, in
1845, to Miss Julia A. Vanniman. This lady was
born and reared in Greene County, and died in
181'i, leaving two children, tlie youngest of whom,
Rebecca A., wns married to Samuel Spears, and

912

PORTRAiT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.

died leaving a small family. Sophia J. married
Simon Kline, of Jefferson Township,Greene County,
where they still live.
Mr. Earley contracted a second marriage, in
Wayne Township, Clinton County, with Miss Delia
Matthews. She was born. and reared in Clinton
County, and died at her home in Jefferson Township, Greene County, leaving four children; these
are all living: Emma A. is the wife of Frank
Stricker, a farmer of Jefferson Township; Rosa 0.
manied Jonah Vandervert, who is likewise farming in Jefferson Township; Solomon S. married
Miss Laura Middleton, and is. farming in Wilson
Township, Clinton Comtty; Foster L. took to wife
Miss Cora Moon, and is farming in Jefferson Township.
On August 28, 1872, Mr. Earley was the third
time married to Miss Mary F. Fisher. This lady
was born October~. 1834, in Clinton County, this
State. where she was reared to womanhood, and
remained with her parents until her marriage. Of
this union thc•·e were born two children- Eugene
L.; and l\faud1 deceased. lllr. Earley was trained
by his honored fathet· in the principles of the
Democratic party, to which he still loyally adheres.
He has held some of the local offices, but usually
_p refers giving his undivided time and attentio~ to
his farming interests.

AMES WYANT. The results of persevering
industry and good management are seen in
the success which has attended the efforts
of t-he above-named gentleman, while the
results of an honest and upright life are equally
well shown in the esteem and confidence which be
receives from his fellow-men. He is an ole! settler
in Moorefield Townohip, Clark County, residing on
section 23, where he owns two hundred, three and
a half acres of productive land. It bears the improvements usually made by a man of enterprise
and the air of neatness and order which prevails is
an added attraction. Mr. Wyant also owns property in the city of Springfield.
The natal day of the subject of this notice was
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April 25, 1842, and his native place Frederick
County, 1\ic!. He is of German ancestry and a son
of Jacob and Susannah (Ridenour) Wyant, who
were natives of the same State as himself. In 1837
tile family removed to Ohio, remaining for some
six months in Miami County, after which they settled in Champaign County. In 1846, they again
changed their residence, locating upon the farm
which our subject now owns and occupies. Their
journey from their native State was accomplisbec!
with two teams anc! wagon~, over the Nativnal Pike
the transit consuming twenty-one days. The f .. mily comprised father, mother and eight children.
They stopped wherever night overtook them, camping in the wagons, or enjoying the occasional hospitality of the setUers at whose homes they had
chanced to arrive. The father died in 1851, anc!
the mother afterward r.tarrierl John Wyant and went
to "Varsaw, Ind., where she breathec! her last.
The subject of this notice was reared to man's
estate amid the scenes of pioneer life, and has from
boyhooc! been engaged in agriculture. He rcceivec!
his education in the schools of Maryland and Ohio,
his attendance in the latter State covering a period
of but forty-two days. He is largely self-educated,
his school privileges having but laid the foundation
anc! developed in him "love for knowledge, anc!
his mine! has been stored with information on general topics gleaned from the public press and the
various books which he has perused.
In November, 1851, lllr. Wyant led to the hymeneal altar Miss Susan Dennis, an estimable lac!y
of English descent and a Virginian by birth. She
is a daughter of Daniel Dennis, and careful training
early developed the qualities which have marle bet·
so useful a companion and so respected a member
of the community. Their marriage bas been blessed
by the bit·th of the following children.: Catherine
is the wife of D. J. Nysduandet·, of Toledo; John
resides in this county; William J., in German
Township; Edward, in Michigan; James, in German Township; Emma is a teacher; Clive P., completes the family circle.
Mr. Wyant can recall many scenes of pioneer
life and relate much regarding the deveiopment of
the country which he has seen grow from a comparatively primitive condition into its present state

PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL ALBUM.
of high civilization and development. He bas
horne hi_, partin' the local movements which tended
to this result; he bas served as School Director and
Clerk for years, creditably performing the official
duties which devolved upon him. Believing in the
principles laid down in the Democratic plrttform,
he gins his vote to tile cand idates who at·e plenged
to support them. He and his wife hold membership
in the Refot·med Church at Tremont, in which organization be is now an Elder and has been a
Deacon for tt number of years. They have many
friends, surrounden by whom they are enjoying
the fmits of their industry and useful lives.

~

ERI3ERT W.· HUFFMAN.

Among the
residents of Springfiel<t who have acquired
i_
u fortune hy a persistent course of industry
and wise economy, and who are therefore
enabled to spend their later yeat·s in comfort and
a release frorn the cares of life, is the gentleman
above named. He was born on a f~trm in Springfi< ld
Township, Clark County, May 20, 1821, being a
son of Herbert Huffman, of whom a more extended
notice will be found in the biography of Lewis A.
Huffman. He was but a year old when his father
die<l, and eight yearo e~ld. when his mother came to
Springfield to reside. . Here he attended school
quite steadily, and would have prosecuted his
studies still farther, bad not the borne been broken
up by the death of his mother when he was nineteen years old.
Mr. Huffman when quite young had begun work
on the farm, receiving from $5 to $12 per month
for his services, and he also worked for John FifPr,
breaking Lark at twelve and a half cents per rlay.
Thus in his. youth he had begun to practice the
habits of industry, diligence anrl thrift which afterward securerl him a competence. Alter his mother's
death he commenced tc learn the tmde of a carpenter, w,hich he followed nineteen years. During
this time he had saved $1,600 of his earnings, with
which he opened a hat store on Main Street, between Limestone Street and Fountain Avenue. He
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soon :vlrled boots and shoes to lJ is stock, and carried on a vet·y Sllccessful bn•iness, accumulating a
considerable fot·lune. While still in this business
he made an unfortunate venture in the oil fields of
Pennsylvania, by which $30,000 of his property
wa8 swept away. Aftet· an active business career
of twenty years he sold out, and since that time
has been living a retired life.
The pleasant home of llfr. Huffman is located on
South Limestone Street, and is presided over by a
lady who became his wife in Augu ot. 1848. She
was· known in her girlhood as Harriet W. Foley,
and is a native of Harmony Township, of which
her parents were pioneers. Her father, Thomas
Foley, was horn in Scotland, and her mother, Sarah
Bear, in Germany. To Mr. and Mrs. Huffman one
son has been hom, wuo was christened William Scott. He married llfary B. Black, a n<>tive of
Scotland, who has borne llim two rlaughtersHattie an•l Hazel. He is now doing a good businPss ss a merchant tailor in Lincoln, Neb.
Mr. Huffman has served on the County Board of
Equalization and as a member of the Boarrl of
Health. He is a charter member of Lagonda Council, No. 151. The success he has met with since
beginning his career as a poor boy exemplifies his
business tact and capabilities, and afforrls an excellent example to penniless young men, proving that
honorable dealing and persistence are effectual in
subduing untoward circumstances. Both he and
his wife have many friends, the high regard in
which tuey are. held being due to their characters
and lives.

LVEN A . WINANS. Among the young
men wllo worthily represent the press of
G t·eene County this gentleman should justly
be mentioned. He publishes and edits the
Hemld, at Cedarville, and although yet in his
early manhood he has been connected with literaature for many ye~trs. The H2ra"td is an eight
page, fiv e column quarto, and has a local circulation of five hundred copies. It also enjoys a Ju.
crative trade in its job department, and does a
good advertising I.JUsiness.
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Xenia, Ohio, was the native city of our subject,
and his birth occurred February 10, 1863 . . His
parents, Judge James J . an•l Caroline E. (Morris)
Winans, of ~enia, Ohio. Of their family of children, Alveu A. was the ninth in order of birth, and
received a good common-school education at the
Xenia public and private schools. When only
tl!irteen years of age lie began to learn type-seting in the otliee of the Xenia Daily Herald, also
aeting as carrier. Subsequently, he thoroughly
learned the printer's trade, and in 1885 became
part owner of ihe Democrat Newe at Xenia; this
be successfully assisted in conducting for over
a year. He came to C4ldarville in 1877 and took
charge of the Cedarville Herald for R. H. Young.
In November, 1888, he purchased the office and
plant, and since then has ably conductett it alone.
Mr. Winans was married January 1, 1889, to
Rose E. Owens, and they are the parents of one
child, named Mary. 1\Irs. Winans is a native of
Spring Valley, Ohio, and was born Jauuary 31,
1869. Her father was Peter Owens, who was born
in Ireland, while the mother, Amanda (Smith)
Owens, was a native of Ohio. Mrs. Winans is a
member of the Methodist Episcopal Cl!urch. By
their genial ways and many charming traits of
character this worthy couple have earned the respect of the people of Cedarville.

M. BARRERE, 1\f. D. This well-known
physician and surgeon of New Carlisle,
Clark County, is a practitioner in the
prime of life and the midst of his usefulness. He has already made goon strirles in his profession ancl may be classed among its representative
men . He was born in the town of Newmarket,
Highland County, this &tate, April 22, 1850, and is
a son of Hazard and Eliza (Morrow) Barrere, the
former of whom was a native of the same place
and born April 7, 1814. The father of our subject
spent his entire life in Newmarket, dying September 14, 1882. In early life he was engaged in the
mercantile business and shippe•l goods in great
quantities by d!ltboats Qn the Ohio and Mississippi

Rivers to New Orleans. He was a prominent man
in his county, a Whig first and then a Democmt,
ancl sened as Justice of the Peace for forty years.
The paternal grandparents of our subject were
George W . and Abigail (lllills) Barrere, whom, it
is supposed, were natives of Virginia. Grandfather
Barrerc and his brother were captured by the Indians when children and taken to Kentucky, where
they were held several years, but were finally rescued. George_W. Ban·ere served as a Colonel in the
Revolutionary War, and later was the first Jndge
of Highlanrl County, this State. He surveyed much
of the land in that county and for many years conducted an hotel in Newmarket, where he bad settlerl in 1800. The property still remains in the
family .
Tbe .mother of O'Jr subject was born in Newmarket, Ohio, April 10, 1813, and is still living,
making her home with him in New Carlisle. Her
father, James Morrow, was born in Virginia. He
came to Ohio about 1808, settling in or near Newmarket, and died there. The parental household
included the following children: Marietta is unmarried and resides at New Carlisle; Hazard during the Civil War enlisted as a private in Company
H, First Ohio Cavalry, and was killed November
23, 1864, at Cleveland, Tenn.; Magnolia is unmarried and resides in New Carlisle; D. M., of this
sketch, was the next in orrler of birth; Elm a is deceased.
The subject of tb is notice was reared in his native town, where he attended -the common schools
and then entererl Hillsboro High School, there completing his studies. He began life for himself at
the early n.ge of eleven years, availing himself of
the books which came into his way and subseqnently developing into a teacher, which profession he followed until 1872. He then began readmg medicine under the instruction of Dr. H .
Whistler, of Newmarket, and Inter entered Miami
Medical College, at Cincinnati, from which he was
graduated in 1876.
Dr. Barrere commenced the practice of his profession at New Antioch, Clinton County, and sojourned there until 1882. That year be established
a drug store at Lima, which he conducted until
tbe following year, then , in the winter of 1R83-84,
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aLtended the Polytechnic College in New York
City. In the spring of 1884 he took up his residence in New C:trlisle and practiced continuously
until 1889. Then, desirous of further advancement in the at·t and science of medicine, he took
a post graduate course in New York City. He
has heen a close student and extensive reader, and
keeps himself thoroughly posted in regard to the
duties of his profession. He stands well with tlte
brethren and is prominently connected with the
Brown, Clinton and Clark County Medical Societies, also the Ohio State Medical Association . He
is a Mason in good stancHng and a Knight Templar, belonging to Palestine Lodge, No. 33. He
is also a Knight of Pythias, belonging to the lodge
at New Carlisle. In politics he affiliates with the
Republican party. With the exception of being a
matured bachelor, he has performed all the duties
of an honest man and a good citizen .

W

ILLIAM F. MIRANDA, M. D., of Medway, Clark County, is, as his name denotes,
of Spanish descent, and traces liis ancestry
to Gen. Miranda, one of the followers of Cortez
in Mexico. For several generations the Mirandas
lived in the South, and it is not strange that our
subject possesses a polished manner and pleasing
address, the race from which he sprung being noted
for grace in physical movement and our SouthE•rn
States producing high types of courtesy. He is a
faithful student, diligent in the duties of his profession, which he thoroughly understands, and in
which he has proved very successful. He has an
extensive practice, the territory to which he is
called including the contiguous portions of Clark,
Miami, Montgomery and Greene Counties.
To such an extent is everyone influenced by the
habits and occupations of his ancestors that it is
not amiss to devote a brief space to tht progenitot·s of Dr. Miranda, before outlining his own life
history. Jonathan Miranda, a native of Virginia,
was a non.commis~ioned officer in the War of
1812. He was an early settler in Bracken County,
Ky., and followed the occupations of farming and
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hunting. In 1827 he came to Clark County, Ohio,
wiLh his family, driving through from his former
home and locating in Pike Township. He purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land, pursued a successful career in life and became quite
weil-to.do. On the Northampton and Donaldsonville Pike he started an inn called the Black
Horse Tavern. The farm and the schoolhouse upon
it still bear the same name. On this farm Isaac Miranda was reared to manhood, he having been
born in Bracken County, Ky., in 1817, and having
been ten years old when the family removed from
the Blue Grass State.
The education of Isaac Miranda was obtained
in the primitive log schoolhouse, and at the ·age of
seventeen years he began to labor as a pedagogue,
following the profession for seven years, at the
same time studying medicine. He continued to acquire knowledge of therapeutics until he became a
practicing physician, in 1842 locating in Allisonville, Marion County, Ind . He remained in that
place three years, building up a large practiee and
proving successful in his chosen avocation . Not
content, however, with his standing, he went to
Philadelphia in 1850, entering Jefferson Medical
College and receiving a diploma from that inst itution in 1851. He then located at New Carlisle,
Ohio, and began a professional career there, which
grew in ext~nt and gave him the leading position
among the medi~al men of the community. Having
become financially independent, and feeling tbat he
was entitled to greater ease, he practically retired
some five years since, doing nothing but office
work ·for old patrons-.
Isaac Miranda owns a farm two miles from
New Carlisle, together with other real estate, and
is a shareholder in the Bank of New Carlisle. For
several years he held the office of Township Clerk
and also served on the School Board. Politically,
he is a Democrat, and religiously, a member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, holding the office of
Tru~tee . Being one of the oldest practicing physicians in the county, his memory extends to the
time when the common method of travel was on
horseback, and when in Indiana he often swam
rivers in order to reach his patients.
The maternal grandfather of our subject was
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Abraham Garver, a native of l\Iaryland, who came
to Ohio in a very early day. He owned four llundred acres of land in Bethel Township, Clark
County, and was a very successful agriculturist.
His daughter, Elizabeth, was also born in Maryland, and became the wife of Dr. Isaac Miranda,
to whom she has borne seven children. The name
of our subject stands midway on the family roll;
Benjamin, the first-born, dierl when eight years
old; Sarah E., in infancy; Martha J., in 1878, at
the age of twenty-eight years, heing the wife of
William H. Evans; Mrs. Mary K Whaley lives in
Warren, Trumbull County; Mrs. Anna K. Miles
lives in New Carlisle; Carrie A. is still with her
parents in th<lt place. The mother bas now reached
the age of sixty-seven years.
The eyes of our subject opened to the light in
New Carlisle, Jnnuary 22, 1851, and his boyhood
was passed under favorable circumstnnces of home
SUI-rounding• and school privileges. He acquired
a good education in tlle common and high schools,
and when eighteen years old began the <it·ug business, continuing in it at intervals for about six
years. In 18:'2 be engaged as a clerk in the
wholesale and retail dmg house of W. A. and I.
N. Patterson, at Indianapolis, In<l. About two
years later he bought " pharmacy in the same
city, which he carried on until 1875, when he so ld
out and returned to his forme•· home. He then began the study of medicine under his father's guidauce, and in the fall entered the Ohio Medical
College, at Cincinnati, continuing his studies in
that institution until February, 1877, when he was
gm<luate<l.
The young Doctor returned to the pao·ental roof
anrl practiced with his father a year, after which
he opened an office at Westville, Champaign
County. A year later he returned again to New
Carlisle, where he remained until July, 1880, when
he located at Medway, where h<l worked up a gvod
practice, which he abandoned in the fall of 1885
to become a citizen of · Kansas. He had been attmcted by the promise of a newer anrl wide•· field
of labor, and locating at Attir.a, Harper County, he
built Ufl an extensive pmctice and gained an ex.
cellcnl· reputation as a successful pmctitioner. Pay
was slow, however, in the new country and in tloe

spring of 1888 Mr. Miranda resumed his position
in Ohio, buying the same property which he had
formerly occupied and taking up his practice
where he had left it. Since that time he has re·
mained at Medway, which, it is probable, will be
his permanent home.
At the home of the bride, in Iowa· County, Iowa,
May 2, 1875, Dr. Miranda was united in marriage
with Miss Josephine Pine. That charming lady
was born in Huntington County, Pa., but acquired
her education at Polo, Ill., her father having removed to the Prairie State. After completing her
studies, she engaged in teaching, a profession for
which her culture, tact and amiable, yet firm, disposition fitted her. She has borne her husband
four children, and they have been called upon to
part with three, tbe only survivor being a son,
Max. Waller died at the age of three years; Bessie, at the age of six; and Winona, at the age of
four. In 1871, William Pine, father of Mrs. Miranda, removerl from Ogle County, Ill., to Keswick, Iowa, where he engaged in farming and bas
become well known in that line of work. fie
had formerly been employed at the trade of a
blacksmith.
The culture and jurlgment of Dr. lliio·anda are
utilizefl hy his f<·llow-men, who have called upon
him to. serve as School Director, an office which he
is now filling creditably. He is Pllst Grand of the
Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
at New Carlisle, and belongs to the Clark County
l\Iedical Society. His judgment regarding matters
polilical agrees with the principles advanced by
the Democratic phtform, an<l he gives his vote to
the candidates of that party.

OHN S. ELLIOTT. One of the ple~Wantest
offices in Springfield is Room 1, of the
Mitchell Block, and is the headquarters of
J. S. Elliott, who is doing- a general insur.
ance business in partnership with Dr. H. C. Dimond, the latter gentleman having been engaged
in the business but little more than a year. Mr.
Elliott bas had a more extended experience, and
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had the business well established before taking a
partner. He represents the Mutual Life Insurance
Company of Ne11f York, with which be has been
connected for several years, and other companies
which guarantee against loss by fire, accident, or
the various ways in which Iife is shortened or
property destroyed.
Mr. Elliott was born on tht eastern shot·e of
Maryland, near Centerville, county .seat of Queen
Anne's County, his natal day being December 9,
1854. His parents were John S. and Martha A.
(Sudler) Elliott; both of whom were natives of
Maryland and of English ancestry. His mother
was a daughter of Arthui· Sudler, formerly well
known in Queen Anne's County. Both parents
died in their native State, in which they had been
life-lvng residents. The subject of this sketch
spent his boyhood on a farm, and during his early
years attended· the common schoc.l in Sudlersville,
a town in his native county. At the age of
eighteen years he determined to make a home farther West, and accordingly came to Ohio, stopping
for a short time in Xenia. He found employment
on the farm of l\1. V. Morris, where he worked for
a year at $16 per month.
Young Elliott saved the money thus earned,
and going to Dayton, entered the Miami Commercial CollP-ge, in which be took a full course of
study, being graduated in 1875. He then came to
Springfiel(l, where he accepterl a clerkship in the
etore of Murphy Bros., with whom he remained
only a short time, in September entering upon the
insuranre business. He first represented the Fireman's Insurance Company at Dayton, and there
continued until the 1st of January, 1885, when he
became district. ..gent and opened an office in
Springfield. In M"rch, 1889, the firm of Elliott
& Dimond was formed, the jnnior member being
a physician with a thoroughness in business tact
anrl knowledge which is proving valuable in his
new line of l$bOr.
The gentleman of whom we write has been
twice married. The lady who became his wife in
1877 was Miss Mary W. Boyer, daughter of 0. P.
:Boyer, a prominent undertaker of Dayton. She
made a happy home for her husband until December 20, 1884, when she was called hence, leaving
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two children--Lyda B. and John Oliver. Two
years later Mr. Elliott contracted a seconrl matrimonial alli~nce, his brirle on this occasion being
Miss Nora E. Wood, of Springfield. This estimable lady is a rlaughter of S. R. and Margaret
(Mcintire) Wood, and was born and reared in
Springfield. Her father is also a native of this
connty.
The business ability and enterprise of Mr. Elliott are recognized by his fellow-men , who also
appreciate his social qualities and manner of life.
He is one of the Trustees of the Mitchel Thomas
Hospital. In the social and benevolent orders he
takes great interest, holding membership in the
following: Anthony Lodge, No. 455, F. & A . M.;
Palestine Commandery, No. 33, K. T.; Red Star
Lodge, No. 205 , K. of P., and also the Uniformed
Rank, No. 44, of the same fraternity; Lodge No.
51, P . B. 0 . E.

ILLIARD F. ENGLE, Agent and Telegrap!J
Operat<W of the Cleveland, Columbus, Cincinnati & St. Louis Railroad Company at
Enon, also officiates as Postmaster of Mad River,
Clark County. He is a man of good business
abilities, and exercises no small influence among
the leading men of his community. He enjoys the
ad vantages of a thorough education, and is more
than ordinarily well informed .
The native place of Mr. Engle was the famons
Harper's Ferry, made historical by John Brown, of
Ossawatomie, am! the date of his birth was September 27 , 1857. He spent his boyhood days on
his father's farm and in attendance at the common
school, wher·e !Je received thorough instruction in
adrlition to careful training at home. At the age
of twenty years he became a student of Shepherd's
College, Jefferson County, W.Va., but after an attendance of six months was obliged to abandon his
studies on account of il!.healtb. Upon coming to
Ohio, in 1877, he located in the vicinity of Catawba, Champaign County, where he engaged in
farming about one year. Not yet satisfied with his
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condition and surrounding~. Mr. Engle abandoned
farming and commenced stu-dying telegrapl!y at
Catawba. He made snell good progress that in tl!e
course of about six months he was given the position of night operator at Catawba, which he followed for some time thereafter. Iu 1880 he
became yard operator at Springfield, holding this
position probably three years. Still advancing he
was next given the position of operator at Lockland, but two weeks later returned to Catawba,
wl!ere be became both operator and agent and
served as Postmaster. From there, in 1887, he
removed to Enon, where he has likewise made a
good record. To his other duties he added that of
agent for the American Express Company, in whose
em ploy h'll has been for over seven years.
Mr. Engle was married, at Frankfort, Ross
County, this State, October 6, 1844, to Miss Jennie
Rowetou. This lady was born in Frankfort, and
is a daughter of George W. Roweton, t1 prominent
resident of Ross County, who is now well-to-do
and living retired from active business. Mrs. Engle was reared and eduwled in her native town, remaining under the parental roof until her marriage.
This union has resulted in the birth of two chi!.
dren--Ethel and Willill.rd. Mr. Engle, politically,
is a straight Prohibitionist, warmly interested in
the success of the temperance cause. He is a Presbyterian in religious belief, but there being no
society of that denomination in Enon, he is consequently not connected with any organization. Mrs.
Engle conforms to the doctrines of the Methodist
Episcopal Church.
Tl!e father of our subject wru; James W. Engle,
a native of Jefferson County, Va., and the son of
Jolin Engle, who was also born there. Grandfather
Engle was of Sr:otch and English descent, and a
well-to-do farmer, who spent the closing year~ of
his life in his n:1tive county. Jamel W. also followed farming, and when reaching manhood located on land which was given him ey his father,
where he p•osecuted agriculture successfully, and
nlso engaged quite extensively in stock-raising.
He invested his capital in additional land, and is
now the owner of four hundred broad acres near
Harper's Ferry, in the t;henandoah Valley. He met
with quite heavy losses during the late Civil War,

some of his buildings being destroyed by fire, and
his horses and cattle driven off. In early manhood
he belong~d to the old Whig party, but now affiliates with the Democracy. Although seventy-one
yeaas old he is quite active, possessing much of the
energy and determination of his younger years. In
religion he is a stanch Presbyterian and an Elder
in thnt church.
The mother of our subject bore the mAiden
name of Margaret Duke. She was likewise a native
of Jefferson County, Va., and the daughter of Robert Duke, a well-to-do fanner, and a Baptist in religion. The Duke family is also of English and
Scotch descent. Mrs. Margaret Engle departed
this life October 1, 1874. Like her father she adhered religiously to the Old School Baptist Church.
Of her union with James W. Engle there was born
a family of nine children, seven of whom grew to
matme years: Robert is farming on the borders
of the Indian Territory; .James is an attache of the
Auditor'• Office in Washington, D . C. ; Jesse was
studiously inclined, acquiring a thorough education, and now holds <1 professorship, occupying
himself among the schools of Jefferson County,
Va. ; William F., our subject, was the next in order
of birth; John F. went to California, and became
agent of the Santa Fe Railroad Company; he died
in 1888; Shadia is a minister of the l't'esbytcrian
Chmch, and located at Hampden Sidney, Va. ;
Carleton is <ltten(ling a commercial school in Washington, D. C. ·
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HARLES LUDLOW, a prominent pharmacist of Springfield, in whieh city he was
born February 3, 1842, occupies a well-arranged room at No. 55 East Main Street. He carries a large and varied ·stock of drugs and medicines,
and in addition to his large business in that line,
makes n specialty of handling lubricating oils. The
hanclsome fittings of his establishment make it an
ornament to the business section of the city, and
his beautiful residence on East High Street is an
equal "ddition to tlmt section.
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The father of our subject was John Ludlow, who
about the year 1840 establisheii one of the first
iirug ~tores in this city, to the business of which
the son Charles succeeded. The widow of John
Ludlow and mother of our subject is Elmina,
iiauguter of Capt. Frederick Getman, who was born
in Herkimer County, N.Y., and is still Jiving in
Springfi~lii, now in her seventy-fifth year.
Her
father was a soldier in the War of 1812, and was
descended from natives of Holland. A furthe1·
history of the family will be found elsewhere in
tliis ALBUM.
The early school days of our subject were passed
in Springfield whence he departed in 1859 to an
institution of learning elsewhere, finally completing
his studies at Dayton. In 1861, he became a memher of Company H, Thit·ty-second Ohio Infantry,
being made Second Sergeant on the organization of
the company. The regiment, which was under the
command of Col. Thomas Ford, was sent to the
mountainous regions of West Virginia where for
some months it rendered efficient service under
Gen. Reynolds.
In the following ye<>r young
Ludlow was transferred to the regimGntal hospital
where he acted in the capacity of Hospital Steward
until October 24, 1862; when he received his discba•·ge.
Returning to his native place Mr. Ludlow became interested in his fattier's ctmg store, to which
as before stated, he finally succeeded, on the death
of his parent. He belongs to Mitchell Post, No.
145, G. A. R, and it is hardly necessary to state,
affiliates with the Republican party. Both he and
his wife are active members in Christ Episcopal
Church and he is a member· of the vestry. He is
fortunate in being able to surround himself with
the home comforts which are desirable, to bestow
upon his children good ad vantages, and to assist in
many good works as a less prosperous business
man could not.
The refined woman under whose care Mr. Ludlow's dwelling is a home in deed and in truth, became his wife in 1866. .Prior to that time she was
known as Miss Ella R. Spencer, having many friends
in Springfield, which is her native city and the
place in which she received her education. Her
parents, Richard l:i. and Ellen Spencer removed
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from Lynn, Mass., to this eity, her father hRving
been a natiYe of his former place of abode. Mr.
and Mrs. Lurllow hnve three children-Frederick
R. B., Ellen ::;. and Charles R. The elder son is a
partner in the store.

"J{C(EV. SAMUEL !<'. BRECKENRIDGE, So. D.,
llk{f Professor of Exegetical Theology in the
Theological Seminary of Wittenberg Col~ lege, Springfield, Ohio, was born in Kishacoquillas Valley, Mifflin County, Pa., December 1, 1833.
His father, Rev. John Brown Brackenridge, was
born in Franklin County, Pa., October 30, 1806,
was m~rried in 1831 to Miss Sophia M. Ehrenfeld,
oldest daughter of Dr. Augustus Clemens Ehrenfeld of Mifflin County, Pa. The subject of this
sketch is their oldest child. His parents, at this
writing, July, 1890, _are botll living, the father in
his eighty-fifth, the mother in her seventy-ninth
year.
It will be o'>served that Prof. Breckenridge
spells his name with an "e" in the first syllable, as
just given, while his father's name is spelled with an
"a"-Brackenridge. Tile son changed the orthography of his name at the suggestion of his father,
who had become convinced, upon tracing his ancestry, tuat Breckenridge was the more. correct
form of the name, although he did not think it
wise to attempt a change of the form of his own
name, under which he had become known professionally and as a citizen.
The Breekenridge family owes its origin to
Scotch-Irish stock. Tile late H. 1\I. Brackenridge,
of Tarentum, Pa.. upon visting Scotland some
years since, traced the genealogy of the family to
·a period prior to the time of John Knox, the great
reformer. It was thus found that one of the early
representatives of the family, a Scotchman of the
''clan Campbell," went fl'Om Scotland to Ireland,
and settled near Loniiondeny. In the latter place
was born the great-grnnrlfather of Prof. Breckenridge.
He, while yet a child, accompanied his
father to America early in the last century. At
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the time of Braddock's defeat he was employed as
a teamster hauling provisions on the frontier.
While thus engaged he was captured by the Indians
and taken near to the present site of Coshocton,
whence he marie his escape, and of which a lengthy
account is gi"cn in the Penn sy lvania Colonial
Recorfls.
From this ancestry descended Samuel Brackenriflge, the paternal grandfather of our subject, who
was born at Half-Way House, Chester County, Pa.,
and to whom he of whom we write is said to bear
a striking resem blauce. He was possessed of a
splendid physical development, was of a more than
ordinarily bright minfl, and of a genial temperament that drew around him many friends. For
many years he was connecte<l with the Presbyterian
Church. He spent the closing years of his life
near Brownsville, Pa., dying in 1840. His wife
was likewise of Scotch-Irish birth and a woman remarkable for pet·son!tl beauty a nd commanding
presence. She lived to probably the age of ninety
years.
To the parents of Prof. Breckenridge there was
born a family of twelve children, six of whom are
still living.
On his mother's side the records of his ancestry
are official, full and continuous to A . D . 1601. Of
tltis no more will be given here than to say that
this line of his ancestry Ltas, as far as the records run
hack, been an educated people , a majority of its
male members in the different liberal professions,
and some of them particularly eminent. It is an
interesting fact that on his mother's side also he
had a gr~at-grandfather in the Colonial military
service in Braddoek's expedition. He was overtaken hy neath and buried near Braddock's field .
He also was employed as a teamster in hauling supplies. Not improbably those two men, whose blood
was to commingle so many generations afterwards,
met in that little army and were acquainted. Besides these, two others of his maternal ancestors, in
direct line, served under Washington in the War
of Independence. Both of Prof. Breckenridge's
parents have been of very marked intellectual and
moral characteristics. His father, while well versed
in other branches and particularly skilled in mathematics, had a peculiar ardor in the study of Jan-

guage, and for a command of choice English in
conversation he has had very few equals. His
mother, from her early life, was marked by a terse
power of thought and speech that not only made
her a powerful opponent in ~trgument, if argument
~tt·ose, thouglt her disposition did not invite it, but
enabled her often to sum up and end a whole line
of discnssion in an unex pected epigram. It is not
too much to say that Prof. Breckenridge largely inherited tile above mentioned qualities of both his
parents.
To the parents of Prof. Breckenridge there were
born twelve chilrlren, six of them still living. The
survivors are mostly residents of Rochester, Pa.
One of his brothers gave his life to his country at
Vicksburg, in the war for the Union.
The subject of this sketch entered Wittenberg
College in 1854, with the p•upose of preparing to
study law. His father bad prepared him for entrance
into college, but was not able to meet the expense of
his collegiate course. But young Breckenridge had
already from his fourteenth year supported himself. This he did thenceforth. The history of
his course through college would make an instructive and profitable chapter. He battled with and
overcame difficulties and discouragements that
would have entirely broken the resolution of most
young men. Through all the trying ordeals of !;is
college years he kept his eyes to the front, and
came out of the campaign a victor and a strong
man . While in college he passed through a religious experience that cltanged the plans of his life
and determined him to enter the ministry of the
gospeL He graduated in 1860. After his graduation he was an instructor in Mendota Female College, at Mendota, IlL, and subsequently became its
principaL While there be was licensed to preach
the gospel by the Northern Illinois synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church. In the same year
he was united in marriage with Miss Mary A.,
daughter of John Garver, of Pecatonica, Ill. During a number of subsequent years he was principul
of the Leechburg, Pa., Academy; afterw11rd was
pastor of congregations near that place. Thence
he was ca!le(l to Ohio, where he was pastor at Bellefontaine and Plymouth. From this last pastorate
he was called in 1874 to the chair of mathematics
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in Wittenberg College, which he occupied until
called, in the fall of 1888, to the chair of exegetical
theology in Wittenberg College, which he now
holds. His success in the ministry as well as his
recognized qualifications influenced his election as
college professor. Prof. Breckenridge has few, if
any, superiors as a tenchAr. He und ertakes to
teach nothing .;which he has not first made himself
master of as thoroughly as it is possible for his
faculties to compass and penetrate it in its facts
and principles; and he is not satisfied with anything less on the part of his students. He alt·eady
bids fair to become as famous with his pupils in
his new chair, as he had become in the chair of
mathematics and logic in the college. He received
the degree of Doctor of Scien ce from Pennsylvania
College, Gettysburg, Pa., in 1887.
Prof. Breckenridge is widely read in history, in
the sciences, in political ccouomy, anu especially in
the field of controversial theology as raised ny the
enemies of tbe Christian faith. His critical reading in ancient secnlat· as well as ecclesiastical history is sbown in the luminous usn he is now making
of it io the chair of exegesis. It is earnestly desire<! by those who know him and his methods of
study most intimately, that he will give the theological and religious worl<l the benefit of his researches and acquirements.
Prof. Breckenridge is· possessed of a very bright
wit and as genial a humor. His company is sought
fur his entertaining sooial qualities. He is notably
generous and kind-hearte<l, and is one of the truest
and most conscientious of men.
To Prof. and Mrs. Brecken ridge have been born
born three children, one son and two daughters,
all living. Their family resirlence is a very ple'asant one on Ferncliff Avenue, and is the center of a
happy circle of refined and cultured people.

~

HAltLES E. ARBOGUST. This gentleman
has a high reputation in the business circles
of Xenia and wherever his trade extends,
as one who is strictly hon~n·able in all business
transactions and possesses a high moral character.
He is engaged in the rnannfnctut·e of blank hooks
and office stationery, making a specialty of the lat-
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ter and having nn extensive trade, his goods selling
in seventy-four of the ~ighty-eight counties of the
State. He was born in Xenia, September 22, 1862,
and in this city bas spent the greater part <•f his
life. His father, Charles Arbognst, a native of
Springfield, there grew to maturity and learned the
trade of a blacksmith. He married Miss Rebecca
W . Sellers, of Xenia Township, daughter of John
and Elizabeth Sellers, whose farm lay one mile
southeast of Xenia. Her father was an early settler
of the county, in whicl! his sons, George, Luther
and Addison, still reside.
The parents of our subject resided in Springfield
until a short time before his birth, when they removed to Xenia. The father died wl!en our subject
was about a year old, but the mother is still living.
Both parents held membership in the Baptist
Church, and the mother has conscientiously enden vored to bring up her son in the way be should
go, the result heing that he is living a useful and
honored life. He grew to maturity in the city of
his birth, finishing his education in her schools and
identifying himself with her business men.
In 1879, in connection with W. B. Chew, ouo·
subject started the bindery, the association between
the two gentlemen continuing two years. Mr.
Arbogust then put·chased his partner's interest, and
since that time has been conducting the business
himself. He is also interested in the millinery and
fancy goods store of C. B. Arbogast, and holds
considerable city property. He likewise has a cov
siderable interest in the Building & Loan Associa tion, of which he was one of the organizers. It
was incorporated September 1, 1885, with a capital •
stock of $500,000.
Mr. Arbogust l!as for many years been an active
worker in the Young Men's Cl!ristian Association,
and is a mern ber of the Board of Directors, of the
society which was organized in this city in July,
1884. They have a free lease for five years, with
the privilege of holding it ten years, with a strong
membeo•ship and good rooms in which to Msemble
and carry on various instructive and useful occupations. The mem hers' parlor an<l prayer meeting
room can be thrown into one when occasion
requires. A pleasant reading room, private oftice,
complete gymnasium-over which a competent
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physical clirector has cbarge-anrl complde bath
room s with shower and tub bat!: and hot and cold
water at all times, complete the establishment.
The nnnual fee is $5, which admits to all tbe privi .
l<·ges and benefits. The tine furnishin gs of tile
Association rooms were sccme•l entirely throu g h
the individual efforts of the members.
January 22, 1883, the interesti ng ceremony took
place which transformed 1\Iiss Lida Robiuson, of
Xenia, into l\Irs. Charles ~;. Arbogust. 'IlJC bride
is a daughter of George F. and Jennie Robinson,
the former of whom is still living. She was horn
in this city in 1863, secured a good education in
its excellent schools, and acquirerl the graces of
manner and virtues of character whieh secure her
the rega rd of many friend• and acquaintances. The
marri age has !Jeen blesserl by the birth of two sons
-George Elwood and Charles Orin. The family
attend tile Baptist Church, in which Mr. Arbogust
is an honored member. H e also belongs to the
social order of the Knights of Honor.

~~··---+-ILLIAJ\1 R. BAKER was elected Auditor
for Greene Cou nty in Nov ember, 1883 ,
and bas served continuously sine~ th at time,
a fact which SJ~eaks highly for his character nnd the
estimation in which be is held by the peo pl e of his
county. He is one of the old soldiers whom all
lovers of th e flag delight to honor, and in rrmem.
brance of the years rluring which he hazarded life
itself in battle's front, he belongs to the Grand
Army or the Republic at Xenia. For some years
prior to his election to his pt·esent responsible position, he was identified with the business interests
of the city in the capacity of a clealer in groceries,
and in fin ancial circles was held in excellent repute.
Mr. Bllker was born near J amestown, August 3 1,
1841, bein ~ a son of John W . Baker, whose settle.
ment in this county dated ft·om 1828. The father
was a native of Kentucky, whither be came across
the Ohio River when a boy of fourteen years with
his father, William Baker, who kept one of the
early public houses of Jam~stown . Amid the pio-
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neer sunoundings th e father of our subject grew
to maturity, being engaged as a teamster until his
maniage, wheu he turn ed his attention to farming.
In the spring of 1848 he abandoned that. enterprise
an <I returning to Jamestown, engaged in tbe grocery
business, continuing in that occupation until 1857.
In the schools of his native plucc and in tbe store
ke pt by his father, he of whom we write received
his ed ucntion, being enabled to wake practical usc
of the principles learned from the text books ancl
so realized the object of his schooling. Dul'ing his
youth his fallter resumen his farm work and COO·
tinuing it until after his boys harl grown to manhoorl , they becnme well acquainted with that
occupation also. The fath er finally removecl to
Grape Grove and four or five years later to Columbus, where he still lives. The mother to whom our
subject anrl the other members of the parental
family owe much for good counsel and loving care,
also survives.
Our subject left the parental roof in the fall of
1861 to enlist in Company A, Heventy-fourth Ohio
Infantry. The regiment spent six months at Camp
Todd and Camp C'hase, preparing for the duties
which awaited them at the front, and then going to
Nashville, were placed under tile command o f Gen .
Thomas, in the Fourttent h Corps, Army of the
Cumherlnncl. They bore a gallant part in the momentous battles of Stone River, Chickamauga,
Luokont Mountain and Missionary Ridge, ancl afterward participated in the scenes of the Atla11ta cam.
paign from Chattanooga to Atlanta. During this
period they were under tire nearly every day , bear.
ing their part in all the hattles of the campaign.
At its conclusion our suhject was discharged, his
term of service being completed, and was mustered
out Octobet· 17, 1864.
Returning to his home Mr. Baker became a clerk .
in the grocery stot·e of Eavey & Co., Xenia, remaining in the establishment until 1869, in a cleri.
cal capacity and then assuming a half interest in
the house. The fit·m did both a wholesale and re.
tail tr~d e and was well known in this section of the
Buckeye State as one of the most reliable establish,
ments of Xenia. For sixteen y ears Mr. Baker was
connecterl with the house, rlnring the various
changes it underwent, owning from one-half to the
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entire interest. Wlien elected to the office in which
he is now serving his thirrl term, he soli! out his
business in order that he might rlevote himself fully
to his public rl uties.
Mr. Baker votes the Republican ticket, no
stancher supporter of the party being met with
than he. He is a Chapter Mason ani! is also identified with the Independent Order of Orld Fellows.
His family consists of a wife and two childre~t, the
latter bearing the names of Flvrence H. ani! Jessie
R. llf rs. Baker bore the mai·rlen name of Anna P.
Harrison, and was born and reared on a farm near
Cedarville, this conn-ty, of which her father, James
Harrison, was an early settler. The rites of wedlock between herself and our subject were cel.chrated at her home March 1, 1876. She is a noble
woman, true to her family ani! friends, and intelligently interesterl in the affairs of mankind.

OHN L. CONKLIN. For a number of years,
Mr. Conklin, who is now deceased, was num bered among the business men of i:ipring. fielrl, Clark County, and he was possessecl in
n marked degree o€ those traits of character which
mane him universally popular among the young- and
old. Affable, generous and high minded, no man
could point to an unworthy act of his, and when
passing away he was mourned not only by his immediate family, but by hosts of friencls. As a
business man he was more than ordinarily successful, and left to his family a fine estate, including an
elegant home, with all of the comforts and luxurirs
of modern life.
A native of Morris County, N. J., Mr. Conklin
was born February 2, 1842, being the son of William Conklin, a native of the same county, and a
descendant of one of four hrothers who were early
settlers of Spring Valley, N. J. William Conklin
was one of four sons, and was reared to agricul.
tural pursuits, which he followed in his native
State, and remained a resident there until about
two years before his death. He then sold his farm
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and went to Springfield to visit his sons, ani! died
at the home of his son William.
The mother of our subject bore the maiden name
of Cornelia Galtm. tibe survived her husband
many years, and died at the home of her son, John
L., at the advanced age of eighty-two. Mr. Conklin, of whom we write, was rear~d and educated in
his native county, and when a young man entered
the em!Jloy of the Government as a derk at the
Brovklyn navy yard . He held that position until
1871, then removed to Springfield, ami embarked
in the grocery business. He was possessed of sound
judgment and fine business abilities, was courteous
to his customers, and thus made many friends, acquiring !I large trade. In fact lie became the leading groceryman of the city, and continued the
business until tile illness which terminated in his
<le\th, January 5, !885.
The marriage of John L. Conklin and Miss Helen
Parcells, was celebrated at the bride's home in
Brroklyn, N. Y., April 25, 1870. Mrs. Conklin was
born in the latter city, September 24, 1850, and is
the daughter of William Parcells. a native of Morris County, N . J. Her paternal grandfather was
born in Mendon, that State, where his father, who
was a farmer by occupation, spent his last years.
Grandfather J9.mes Parcells, also followed agricultural pursuits, and died at Men<lon. William Parcells was reared in his native State, and when
leaving there went to Brooklyn, N.Y., and became
a wholesale dealer in building stone, remaining
there until his death. He married Miss Catherine,
daughter of William Willis. The latter was a native of England, nnd a son of John Willis, likewise
of English birth and parentage, and who upon emigrating to New York City engaged in tile mercantile business.
Grand father Parcells followed in the footsteps
of his honored father, and also became a merchant
of New York City, where he spent his last years.
Mr. and Mrs. Conklin became the parents of five
children, namely: Augusta, William R., John L.,
Roscoe, deceased, and Helen E. Mr. Conklin as is
also bis widow, was a deToted member of the First
Presbyterian Church, which has received liberal
benefactions from them, ani! of which Mrs. Conklin is still a regular attendant. Mr. Conklin was
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prominent as a member of Clark Lodge, No. 101,
A. F. & A . !II., and Palestine Commandery, No. 3il,
K. T. !\Irs. Conklin occupies tue beautiful home
left her by her husband, and is a lady who holds a
higiJ· position in the community.

i
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'HE HOOVEN & ALLISON COMPANY,

((@)\ manufacturers of twine and corclage, at

~ X enia, Ohio, has one of tiJe leading factories of this kind in the country. A company wa8
orgnnized in 1869 for the purpose of making what
is known as handmade twine, which e~terprise was
being successfully prosecuted when Robert A.
Kelly came to the city ilnd became connected with
the concern. He bad worked with the American
hemp fibre with which be had experimented quite
hrgely regarding the production from it of twine
by machinery. In the spring of 1876, he sugg<·ste<l the feasibil ity of this to Messrs. Hooven &
Allison, who being convinced that a better and
cheaper twine could thus made than by the hand
process wuich they had been using, at once set to
work to get appropl'iate machinery for the purpose.
From the beginning made on the evening before
Cbristmas, 1876, when the first spool of hemp twine
was manufactured in Xenia, the plant of the above
company bas grown to great proportions.
i\lr. Hooven died in 1881, afte;· which time Mr.
Kelly formed a partnership with Mr. M. C. Alii.
son, the firm name continuing Hooven & "Allison
until tuc death of the latter, May 3, 1888. Two
montus thereafter a stock company was organized,
the incorporators being Jacob Harbine, J. D.
Steele, W. B. Harrison, R. A. Kelly and Mrs.
Fanny Allison. The capital stock is $150,000 and
tbe officers are J. H. Harbine, President; W. B.
Harrison, Vice·President; J.D. Steele, Secretary;
R. A. Kelly, Superintendent. The officers still retain

the same positions,controlling a"lmsiness which furnishes employment to from two hundred and twentyfive to two hundred and fifty hands, sending goods
to all parts of the United States. They manufacture hemp, jute, manill!l and sisal goods, as well as
cotton goods, and besides their large establishment
in Xenia, operate a cotton mill in Zanesville under
the same charter. This mill was purchased by
Hooven & Allison in 18i9.
R. A . Kelly, Superintendent of the mammoth
concern above mentionP.d, was born in Guilford,
County Down, Ireland, October 16, 1838. He was
brought up in the flax and linen concern of Dunbar, McMaster & Co., leaving his native land in
1855, to enter the employ of Finlayson, Bousfield
& Co., manufacturers of linen thread at Johnston,
Renfrewshire, Scotland. In July, 1859, he emigrated to ·"he United States, his first employment
here being with the Dolphin l\Ianufacturi~g Company, of Patterson, N ..J. He was also engaged in
the manufacture of flax, sisal and manilla rope rna.
chinery in the same city. In 1864, hE was sent to
Dela11·are, Ohio, by Messrs. Todd & Rafferty to
erect and superintend the works of the Delaware
Manufacturing Company. They manufa~tured
twine and seamless bags during the war, afterward
converting the flax mill into a bagging mill for the
manufacture of bagging for covering cotton.
Mr. Kelly built the first five laying machines and
llnishing machines for laying and finishing hemp
twine in Delaware, Ohio, which machines he brought
to Xenia in the fall of 1876, placing them in the
factory of the Hooven & Allison Company. The
fnrther history of that establishment has been. already given , in so far as our brief notes can tell the
story of a mammoth business concern whose instigators and managers are constantly proving their
possession of the powers of combination and com ..
maud necessary for the successful prosecution ot
an enterprise in wuich many men must be employed.
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