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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
GREENVILLE TOWNSHIP.
WILLIAM ALLEN, lawyer, jurist and statesman; was born in Butler Co., Ohio.
Aug. 13, 1827. His father. John Allen, was born in Ireland, and emigrated to America
in 1812
after residing six years in the State of New York, he moved to Butler Co..
Ohio, in 1818 he moved his family into the woods of Darke Co. in 1838. his
dwelling being a log cabin with puncheon floors and a mud and stick chimney in
the latter part of his life, he was a preacher in the United Brethren Church.
Our
subject was favored with no educational advantages, except those afforded by the
common schools of the day, yet by making most of these, he was able to teach at
the age of 15, and for several years followed that vocation at the age of 19, he
commenced the study of law, under the late Felix Marsh, of Eaton, Ohio was
admitted to the bar in 1849, and in the following }-ear commenced practice in
Greenville in 1850, he was elected Prosecuting Attorney of Darke Co., and rein the fall of 1858, he was elected to Congress from the Fourth
elected in 1852
District, comprising the counties of Darke, Shelb}
Mercer, Auglaize and Allen,
and re-elected in 1860, thus serving in the Thirty-sixth and Thirty-seventh Congress
in the winter of 1865, he was appointed by Gov. Cox as Judge of the
Court of Common Pleas of the first subdivision of the Second Judicial District of
Ohio, composed of the counties of Butler, Darke and Preble, to fill a vacancy made
by the resignation of Judge D. L. Meeker in 1878, Judge Allen was nominated
for Congress by the Republicans of the Fifth District, but he declined.
In 1851,
he married Miss Priscilla Wallace, whose father settled in Darke Co. in 1834 the
issue of this marriage was four sons and four daughters, of whom only one son
survives four of his children died of diphtheria under the most afflictive circumstances, in the space of as many weeks
this was in the winter of 1861, when he
was summoned from Washington City to his despoiled home Mr. Allen, although
he has risen from poverty to affluence by his own unaided exertions, is one of the
most charitable of our citizens, and his integrity has never been questioned his
positive character, while it wins friends true as steel, also makes bitter enemies,
but even his enemies concede to him great ability and unflinching honesty of purpose he is at present, Vice President of the Greenville Bank, and President of
the Greenville Gas Compairy.
MATTHEW T. ALLEN, lawyer, Greenville was born in Butler Township,
Darke Co., Ohio, Sept. 17, 1848 he lived on his father's farm, and enjoyed the
usual educational privileges of farmers' sons of that period (his father and mother
are noticed in the sketch of his brother. Hon. William Allen)
in the fall of 1S64,
he entered Otterbein University, at Westerville, Ohio after a partial course at
that institution, he removed to Winchester, Ind., where he was employed as clerk
in a shoe store one year
he next taught school one year in 1867, he commenced
the study of law with D. M. Bradbury, of Winchester
after admission to practice,
he was appointed Deputy Prosecuting Attorney, for the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit of Indiana, comprising the counties of Wayne. Randolph, Jay and Blackford
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summer of 1872, he came to Greenville, and continued practice as junior
member of the firm of Allen, Devor & Allen. In 1878, the firm dissolved, and,
in the

subsequently, young Allen formed a partnership with Hon. John Devor, under the
& Devor. In 1878. Allen was the Republican candidate for Prosecuting Attorney, and. such was his popularity, that he was fairly elected in a
county giving 1,200 majority against his party, but was counted out by reason of
mistakes in writing his initials on scratched tickets. Mr. Allen has already won
an enviable distinction as a counselor and advocate, and his genial social qualities
His marriage with Mary V.
render him immensely popular with all classes.
Whiteside, was celebrated upon the 23d of April. 187!). She was born in Camden,
Preble Co.. March 17, 1860.
style of Allen

HENRY ALTER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 12 P. 0. Greenville was
he was a son of Jacob Alter, who
born in Washington Co., Md., March 18, 1833
emigrated to Maryland, and in 1866 came
was born in Pennsylvania in 1799
and after residing in Greenville one year, made his home with his
to Darke County
son until his decease, which occurred in May, 1875. He was married, in 1819, in
she was born in Washington Co. in 1806, and is now in
Maryland, to Eliza Tice
Henry Alter went to Clark Co.,
her 73d year, and makes her home with her son.
Ohio, in 1858, and followed farming there until 1866, when he came to Darke Co.
and located upon his present place. His marriage with Elizabeth Ilges was celeone child was born to them Mary L., born
she died in 1870
brated in 1864
she
his marriage with Mary Clew was celebrated Dec. 17, 1874
Aug., 18, 1866
was born and raised in Darke Co., and is a daughter of D. B. Clew, one of the early
;
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pioneers of Darke Co.

JOSEPH AMANN,

The subject of this memoir was born in
1840, and was a son of Joseph and Francis
Amann in early life he learned the blacksmith trade in 1853, he came to Darke
Co. and followed farming and blacksmithing until the breaking-out of the rebellion,
after being mustered
when he enlisted and served four years in the Union army
out of service he returned to Greenville, and in 1867 was married to Barbara
six children were the fruits of this union, viz., Nora, Louisa, Joseph,
Caron
He engaged in business in Greenville soon after his
Katie. William and Barbara.
return from the army, and in October, 1873, he purchased his brick buildings on
Third street, and followed the restaurant and saloon business until his decease,
Dayton, Montgomery

Jr., deceased.

Co., Ohio, in

;

;

;

;

which occurred
his widow.

in October,

1879.

The business has

since been conducted by

JOHN ATEN, farmer P. 0. Jaysville. The subject of this memoir was born
Twin Township, Preble Co., Ohio, April 1, 1823, and is a son of Adrian Aten,
who was a native of Kentucky but came to Preble Co. in 1822. John Aten was
raised to agricultural pursuits upon the home farm, and, upon the 6th of April,
nine
1854, was united in marriage with Lavina Russell, who died Sept. 19. 1875
children were the fruits of this union, viz.: Abraham R., born June 30, 1855
John H., Oct. 3. 1S57 James P., Jan. 25. 1859 TheoAdrian, April 29, 1856
Emma, July 11, 1862 (died June 29,
dore C, Oct. 20, 1860 (died Aug. 8, 1863)
1863); William, Jan. 6, 1864; Charles, Oct. 23. 1865, and George W., June 1,
1867 upon the marriage of Mr. Aten, he continued tanning upon the old homestead three years, when he purchased a farm in Preble Co., and, in the fall of 1860,
purchased property at Arcanum, Darke Co.. residing here five years he then purchased the saw-mid at Jaysville, selling the following year. and. in 1866, purchased
he has 111) acres upon his home
his present property where he has since lived
farm, a large part, of which he has reclaimed from a swamp by means of a ditch
and tiling until it is now as productive as any land in the county. He is one of
the self-made men of Darke Co.. and has by his hard labor and correct business
habits placed himself among the large Landholders and successful farmers of Darke
He was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason in the King Hiram
Co.
;
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Lodge, at Alexandria, Sept. 25. 1850, and
& A. M. at Greenville.

is

now

a

member

of the order of A., F.

AVERY, farmer, Sec. 3 P. 0. Woodington an old settler of Darke
born in New London Co., Conn., Aug. 27, 1826 at 17 years of age, he commenced farming and school teaching until 1847, when he came to Darke Co., and,
in the following year, purchased his present place of 80 acres, where he has since
upon locating here, there were some 7
lived for a period of thirty-one years
no building, no fences he first put up a small frame
acres only partially cleared
house in which he lived several years, and to which he has since attached a much
larger residence
he has cleared some 55 acres of his place and brought the same
His marriage with Marcella
to a good state of cultivation by his own hard labor.
Earhart occurred Nov. 14, 1848. She was born in Darke Co. Jan. 10, 1827, and
has always lived within one mile of the place where she was born she was a
daughter of Samuel Earhart, one of the early pioneers, who was born in Warren
Co., Ohio, in 1802, and came to Darke Co. in 1820, and located on Sec. 10, Greenhe married Elizabeth Scribner she was
ville Towhship he died January, 1854
a daughter of Azor Scribner, who was the first permanent settler of this county
he established a trading post in Mina Town in 1806 Mrs. Earhart died March,
The children of J. B. and Marcella (Earhart) Avery
1873, at the age of 67 years.
were five in number Prudence M., born Sept. 20, 1849 Franklin P., born Jan.
Emily M., born Oct. 8, 1858 Lizzie M., born July
21, 1852 (died May, 1869)
Mr. Avery has been a member of the
28. 1862, and Ira J., born Feb. 28, 1869.
Presbyterian Church for upward of thirty years his wife, for a period of thirtyeight years, and all the children, save the youngest, also being members of the
J. B.
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;

Co.;
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same church.

ANDREW B AIRD, farmer and stock-raiser P. 0. Greenville the subject of
memoir was born in Warren Co., Ohio, Oct. 26, 1844, and is a son of Tunis
Baird, also a native of Warren Co., Ohio, his father coming from New Jersey, and
are of Scotch descent.
Andrew was raised in the above county, his early occupa;

;

this

tion being that of a farmer's son
he obtained the advantages of a common-school
education he remained with his father upon the farm till the spring of 1864, when
he enlisted in the 146th 0. N. G., and went forward to battle for the Union. He
was forwarded to West Virginia, where he served the full term of his enlistment,
and received his discharge at Camp Dennison, Ohio, in September, 1864. He then
returned to Darke Co., and farmed one year upon the old home farm, and in the
latter part of the year 1865, he went to Illinois, where, upon the 22d day of June,
She was born and raised
1866, he was united in marriage with Miranda Collett.
;

;

Darke Co. In September, 1866, he returned to Darke Co., since which time he
has followed farming with the exception of some eighteen months, during which
time he was engaged in the coal and wood business in Greenville. The children
of Andrew and Miranda (Collett) Baird are five in number, four daughters and one
son, viz.: Lula, Ella M., Franklin T., Cora D. and Kittie.
JACOB BAKER, attorney at law, Greenville born in Butler Township in
1840 practiced law in Greenville since 1864, where he has been connected with
some of the most important legal proceedings had in the county was defeated for
the Legislature in 1865, and elected in 1867.
He introduced and carried through
several important pieces of legislation.
He was a delegate from this Congressional District to the St. Louis Convention at which Mr. Tilden was nominated for

in

;

;

;

President.

CHARLES BACHMAN,

tailor and clothier, No. 88 Broadway. Greenville.
There are probably but few of the successful business men of Greenville,
who have shown the energy, enterprise, and quick conception of the wants and
demands of the public, as the subject of our sketch, who is among the popular
clothiers of Greenville.
He was born in Prussia June 1, 1836, and emigrated to
to America when 18 years of age
in 1861, he located in Eaton, and followed the
occupation of merchant tailor, until 1867, at which date he came to Greenville,

Ohio.

;
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where he has since followed the above business, with the exception of two years.
As one of the patrons of the above gentleman, we can cheerfully recommend him
as educated in his business, and to his honorable dealings, together with his large
and carefully selected stock of seasonable goods and to his personal attention to
the details of every branch of his business, may be attributed the secret of his
success.
A card of his business is to be found in the business directory of GreenHis marriage with Julia Marenthall was celeville, in another part of this work.
She was also a native of Prussia. They are the parents of three
brated in 18G1.
children, viz., Jennie, Samuel and Maley.
DAVID BEANBLOSSOM (deceased) one of the early pioneers of Darke
when 1G years of age, he came
Co., was born in North Carolina, May 25, 1801
to Ohio and located in Darke Co., consequently he was one of its very early
settlers.
He was twice married; his first wife was Susannah Rarick she died
about the year 1834 eleven children were the fruit of this union, of whom one
is now living
Joseph, now living in Greenville Township. His marriage with
Mary Delk was celebrated Nov. 6, 183G she was born in Darke Co., a few miles
south of Greenville, Sept. 30, 1816 she was a daughter of Etheland Delk, who
was born in North Carolina, and came to Darke Co. in a very early day. The
children by the last marriage were fourteen in number, of whom two are deceased.
The living are Ludena, born May 20, 1840 Enos, Jan. 6, 1842 Ann Eliza, born
Julia A., born Nov. 24, 1845 William, Jan. G, 1848 Elizabeth S.,
Oct. 25, 1843
born Oct. 22, 1849; Margaret M., born Feb. 9, 1852; David D., Jan. 14, 1854
John C., April 18, 1856 Rachel and Isabell (twins), and Henrv A., born Jan.
Of the deceased, Nancy, born Aug. 28, 1838, died Feb. 26, 1854; the
13, 1859.
;

;

;

—
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;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

other died in infancy.
Mr. Beanblossom died Dec. 8, 1861, upon the same
place he located, in 1817, and where he lived forty-four years
his old residence,
which he built in 1820, is now occupied by his son Enos. Mr. Beanblossom
suffered all the privations and hardships of frontier life.
He commenced without capital, and split rails at 25 cents per hundred to obtain his wedding
ding outfit. He, with the assistance of his wife, fought the battles of life nobly,
and at the time of his death, had accumulated upward of 400 acres of land built
his present residence in 1856.
He took a deep interest in the cause of religion,
and was a Deacon in the Christian Church and was a member of the same for forty
years.
He died respected and beloved by all who knew him.
ENOS BEANBLOSSOM, Sec. 1 P. O. Pikesville. Another of the old settlers
of Darke Co.; born upon Sec. 1, Greenville Township, Jan. 6, 1842, where he has
always lived, with the exception of three years that he served in the arm}*
he is
a son of David Beanblossom. who was born in North Carolina, and emigrated
to Ohio, and located in Darke Co. in 1817
he entered Government land,
upon which he lived until his death, which occurred Dec. 8, 1861, aged 63 years.
The mother of Enos Beanblossom was Mary Delk, who was born in Ohio, and is
now living in this county. Our subject was raised to agricultural pursuits, which
lie followed until July 10, 1862, when he enlisted in the
45th 0. V. I.; he served
in the arm}' of Gen. Sherman until the fall of 1864, when he was made prisoner in
Tennessee and taken to Belle Island
after remaining there three months, he was
taken to Andersonville, where the cruel treatment received here was in keeping
with its well-known acts of barbarism
during his imprisonment his weight was
reduced from 155 to 94 pounds he remained in prison some five months, and was
released in the spring of 1865. and received his discharge during the summer, at
Columbus thence returned home and engaged in farming, which business he has
since followed.
He now owns 100 acres of well-improved land. His marriage
with Ann E. Sipple was celebrated March 31, 1872; she was born in Darke Co.,
Feb. 3, 1845
they have four children Irene M., born May 17, 1873
Daisy V.,
born July 31, 1875; Ora E., born July 20. 1877. and an infant, born September 14,
1879.
The residence in which Mr. Beanblossom now lives was erected by his
lather in 1820, and is now a good comfortable home.
;

;

;
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JOSEPH BEANBLOSSOM, farmer and stock-raiser P. 0. Greenville
born in Darke Co., Ohio, Feb. 7, 1826, he was the
another of the old settlers
oldest son of David Beanblossom, one of the early pioneers, whose biography
appears among the sketches of Greenville Township in this work. The subject of
our sketch was raised to agricultural pursuits upon the farm of his father, until he
attained his majority, when, upon the 22d of February, 1847, he was married to
Rhoda Brandon she was born March 12, 1823, and died Sept. 3, 1853. leaving
Mary A., born Oct. 19, 1849
three children— Thomas A., bom Nov. 7, 1847
David W., born Nov. 24, 1851. His marriage with Elizabeth Potter was celebrated
she was born in Greenville Township, Darke Co., Sept. 26, 1829,
Nov. 6. 1855
and was a daughter of David Potter, one of the early pioneers, who came to Darke
his widow who survives him, is now living
Co.. in 1812 or 1813, and died in 1869
her maiden
upon the old place, where she has lived for upward of fifty years
name was Maria Ulleiy the children by the union of Joseph Beanblossom and
George
Elizabeth Potter are four in number, viz.: John R., born June 29, 1857
Maria, July 27, 1864.
Charles F., born May 26, 1860
N., born Aug. 24, 1858
Mr. Beanblossom located upon his present place in 1857, where he has since lived
Upon locating here it was all woods
for a period of upward of twenty-two years.
he has since cleared some 70 acres, and brought the same to a good state of
improvement. His home farm contains 140 acres, with good buildings, located
two miles northwest from Greenville. Mr. and Mrs. Beanblossom are entitled to a
place in the front ranks of the old settlers of Darke Co., having been continuous
residents of the county for upward of half a century.
JACOB L. BEATTY, farmer and stock-raiser P. 0. Greenville. Among
the settlers of Darke Co. in 1850, we mention the name of the above gentleman
he was born in Fayette Co., Penn., April 16, 1816, and was the only son of Thos.
Beatty, who was born in New Jersey in 1787, and came to Pennsylvania with his
parents in 1797, and to Guernsey Co., Ohio, in 1832, and, in the fall of 1848, came
He
to Darke Co., and located in Neave Township, where he died Jan. 21, 1855.
married Mar}* Roury, in Pennsylvania, in 1815 she was born in Fayette Co.,
Penn.. April 8, 1798, and is now living with her only son, Jacob, in the 82d year
of her age, is in possession of all her faculties, and can read any common print
without the use of glasses there were two children by this union Jacob L. and
Eliza
the latter is now Mrs. Dr. Thomas Duncan Stiles, of Neave Township.
The subject of this sketch followed fanning in Guernsey Co. until 1 850, at which
date he came to Darke Co. and located upon his present place, where he has since
he has 120 acres of land upon Sees. 8 and 5,
lived for a period of thirty years
80 acres of which are under a good state of cultivation. His marriage with Hester
they were the parents of six children Mary E.,
Stiner was celebrated in 1840
born Sept. 18, 1841 William H., April 16, 1843 Sarah A., March 7, 1845, died
An?. 30, 1846 Eliza J., born Nov. 20, 1847 Thomas, May 10, 1851, and Reuben
L., Dec. 21, 1860.
SAMUEL BECHTOLT, farmer P. O. Greenville born in Miami Co., Ohio.
Jan. 10, 1819 when an infant, his parents removed to Warren Co., where the subject of our sketch was raised to farm labor until 20 years of age, and, in the fall of
1849, he came to Darke Co., and located in Greenville Township, and, in 1852.
purchased his present place, where he has lived for a period of twenty-seven years.
He owns 132 acres upon his home farm, with good farm buildings, and one-half of
the woolen-mills owned by the firm of Fox & Bechtolt. His marriage with Eleanor
Vannote was celebrated in 1840 she was born in Warren Co., Ohio they have
the living are Catherine E., Joseph,
four children now living lost two by death
Mary E. and George the deceased died in infanc}-.
'LEWIS BECKLER, farmer P. O. Greenville another of the old settlers of
Darke Co.; born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Aug. 30, 1837 at 10 years of age, he
came to Darke Co., and made his home with Henry Beckler until 23 years of age,
and, upon the 20th of December, 1860, was united in marriage with Elizabeth
;
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Dininger; she was born in Darke Co. April 14, 1843; they were the parents of
two children. Mrs. Beckler is a daughter of Jacob Dininger, one of the early
pioneers of Darke Co. Upon the marriage of Mr. B., he located upon his present
place, where he has since lived
he owns 100 acres, upon which is his home farm,
under a good state of improvement. He is a son of Peter Beckler, a native of
Pennsylvania, who came to Montgomery Co., Ohio, where he married Hannah Dill.
He died in Montgomery Co. in 1840. His widow was born in Montgomery Co.,
Ohio, and is now living, at the advanced age of 73.
CHARLES BILTEMIER, manufacturer and dealer in boots and shoes,
etc., of the firm of Biltemier & Maitini, Broadway, Greenville.
The above gen
tleman is the oldest continuous person in the above business in Greenville he
was born in Hessian Germany in 1822 at the age of 14 years, he commenced the
trade of shoemaking, which he followed twelve years in his native country
he
emigrated to America in 1848, and landed in Baltimore coming directly West, he
located permanently in Greenville in 1849, where he has since lived; upon
locating here, he received employment as journeyman until 1855, at which date he
engaged in business for himself, which he has since successfully followed in 1864,
he associated with his present partner, since which time they have conducted the
business under the above firm name they carry a large and complete stock of
gents', ladies', youths' and children's goods, and employ from three to five hands.
He was married to Carolina Dohm in 1852 she was born in Hessian German v
they have four children now living, viz., Lizzie, Caroline, Henry and Anna.
He.
wjth his wife, have been members of the German Methodist Church since 1853.
WILLIAM J. BIRELEY, retired, Greenville; was born in Frederick Co.,
Md., in 1812
was the son of John and Barbara Bireley John was born in the
same county, and Barbara was born in Hagerstown, Md.; her maiden name was
Brindle
the grandfather, John Bireley, was born in Saxony, and emigrated
to this country before the Revolutionary war.
The grandmother was from
Wurtemburg, Germany, and also came to this country prior to the Revolu;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

tionary war.

Mr. Bireley 's father came to Lancaster, Ohio, in the spring of 1822.

and in the fall following came to Montgomery Co., where he lived till his death.
which occurred in 1827. Mr. Bireley, the subject of this sketch, came to Darke
Co. Oct. 15, 1830, and located in Greenville
he carried on the boot and
shoe business for William Martin, Sr., and continued with him about five
months, when he returned to his mother, in Montgomery Co., where he remained
till 1833,
when, on Jan. 24 of the same year, he was united in marriage
with Elizabeth Martin, daughter of Christopher and Elizabeth Martin. Sr.; they
were both born at Sewickley, Penn., and came to Ohio in 1814
they settled
in Butler Co., and then moved to Darke Co. in 1815, and settled about five miles
;

;

east of Greenville
after raising a large family of children, they moved to Greenville, where they lived and died.
Mr. Bireley, in the next May after his marriage,
in 1833, came back to Greenville and entered upon the manufacture of earthenware, which business he followed for twenty-eight years, doing an extensive busi;

ness
he then bought a farm of 150 acres, one mile out of the corporation of
Greenville he then took his family and moved on to the farm, which was in 1851
in 1858, he sold this farm and bought another, five miles east of Greenville, upon
which were several quarries of limestone, and went into the manufacture of lime,
and continued at this business till January, 1880, when he rented it to Martin
;

;

;

Smith and Emanuel Hershey for five years, receiving $400 yearly, or $2,000 for
the five years
Mr. Bireley moved from the farm into Greenville in 1870, where
he has since resided.
Mr. Birelev is the father of ten children, seven of whom are
living, viz., Henry P.. Elizabeth E., William W., Barbara C, Harvey H,
Wade
G. and Mary R., all married and settled in life except the youngest, who is still
;

single, and remains at home.
At the commencement of the rebellion, his three
oldest sons enlisted in the 44th O. V. I., and. after being out eighteen months.
they went into the 8th O. V.
and in this they served through the war till

C
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Mr. Bireley was one of the
all returned safely home.
pioneers^ coming here when all was a wilderness, and but few houses constituted
Greenville he has lived to see the wilderness pass away, and now a flourishing
town of 4,000 inhabitants occupies the spot where then all was woods and wild
animals even the citizens who lived here then have all passed away, with but
few exceptions, viz., Henry Arnold and wife, Dr. I. N. Gard and wife, John
Wharry, Esq., Allen La Mott and Mrs. Farrer. Mr. Bireley and wife are active
members of the M. E. Church, having united in 1834. Mr. Bireley started in life
upon sound principles, having resolved never to take the wine cup or waste his
time and means in attending shows and theaters, which resolution he has firmly

honorably discharged, and
;

;

he is one of the few whose life is filled up with usefulness, and whose business interests in his various undertakings have met with remarkable success, and
"
we may trust that from his Christian life he will enter that " life beyond the vale
with
the
unalloyed
happiness,
in due time, with the same assurance of success and
upon
cares and conflicts which attend this life, and that the record he has here left
the pages of time will be a worthy example for all future generations.
WILLIAM F. BISHOP, retired P. 0. Greenville another of the old setborn in New Jersey April 27, 1800; is a son of Frazee Bishop, who was also
tlers
a native of the same State, born in 1775 and married, in 1797, Elizabeth Lamb,
Our subject came to Ohio when 5 years of age,
also a native of the same State.

kept

;

;

;

;

and was raised in Butler Co.; in 1842, he came to Darke Co. and purchased 217
acres of land upon Section 9, southwest of Greenville, where he lived until 1865,
when he purchased his present residence on Fourth street, where he has since lived,
His marriage with Maria Bogus was celebrated
retired from active business.
They are the parents of
Dec. 6, 1805.
Kentucky
in
born
was
she
1825
Sept. 6,
ten children, of whom seven are now living, Thompson L. being the oldest, and is
;

prominently mentioned among the sketches of this township. Mr. and Mrs.
Bishop have peacefully trod the path of life together for a period of upward of
the anniversary of their golden wedding was celebrated, at their
fifty-four years
residence on Third street, Greenville, upon Sept. 6, 1875, to which were gathered
some 300 persons, representatives of all ages, from childhood to old age, to pay
They came loaded with costly gifts, among
their respects to this aged couple.
and gold spectacles to Mr. Bishop Mrs.
cane
gold-headed
a
mention
we
which
Bishop received her full share. Mr. Bishop has been a member of both the I. O.
0. F. and Masonic Orders for many years, and is held in respect and esteem by all
;

;

who know him.
one of
P. O. Greenville
L. BISHOP, fanner and stock-raiser
he
attended
Nov.
1829
Ohio,
Butler
Co.,
in
born
8,
Darke
Co.;
of
settlers
old
the
the common and high schools, until 12 years of age, and in 1842 came to Darke
Co. with his parents, and located on Section 9, where he assisted his father in agriIn 1850, he went to Wan-en Co.
cultural pursuits, until he attained his majority.
and for three years was employed by the month as farm laborer the first year he
received for his wages $144, and for the next two years he received $15 per month
in 1853, he returned to Darke Co. and cropped with his father two years, receiving
The summer of 1855 he passed in traveling through
one-third of the proceeds.
spring of 1856, he purchased an interest in the
the
in
and
States,
the Western
saw-mill at Gordon, Twin Township, and followed this business four years, and in
the spring of 1860 purchased ninety acres of his place, and has since added, by
purchase, three acres, and has made improvements upon the buildings to the
amount of $5,000, and has brought the same to a fine state of cultivation, located
one mile from the city limits of Greenville. He was united in marriage with Cynshe was born in the same
thia A. Dunham, in Warren Co., Ohio, Dec. 10, 1856
county in 1836. They have three children, viz., Sylvan E., Cora, and William G.
Mr. and Mrs. Bishop have been members of the Baptist Church for a period of

THOMPSON

;

;

;

;

;

;

twenty years.

JAMES

J.

BLEASE,

manufacturer and dealer in boots and shoes, No. 9

;
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Third Street, Greenville, Ohio. Greenville, like all cities of its size, has its representative business men in nearly every branch of trade, and to the above gentleman must be accorded the honor of being the representative merchant, in his line,
of the place. He is a native of Birmingham. Warwickshire, England, and was
born April 18, 1843. At 7 years of age, he emigrated to America with his parents,
landing in New Orleans March 17, 1851
thence to Cincinnati, where he attended
public school continuously until the spring of 1857, at which date he removed to
Richmond, Ind., and learned the shoemaker's trade, and, in 1863, engaged in the
boot and shoe business, which he continued to follow until 1868, at which date he
came to Greenville, and in October, 1869, engaged in the above business, which he has
He has given a great deal of attention to the manufactursuccessfully followed.
ing of boots and shoes to order, and also manufacturing for his retail trade
he
gives emplo3T ment to from five to ten hands, and carries the largest stock of boots
and shoes in Greenville, and by honorable and fair dealing, together with his personal attention given to eveiy detail of his business, has built up a large trade,
which is yearly increasing. His marriage with Martha A. Pannel was celebrated
she was a native of Eastern Virginia thejr were the parents of three
in 1869
children, of whom two are deceased
the living is James S.
B. BLOTTMAN, groceiy and provisions, queensware, fruits and country
produce, Greenville.
Among the most enterprising and energetic business men of
Greenville, the gentleman whose name heads this sketch requires more than a
passing notice he was born in Baden, Germany, May 6, 1846
at 9 years of age
he emigrated to America, coming to Greenville Dec. 31, 1854 he was employed
at various pursuits for several years, among which were draying, ditching and
farming, and as hostler in 1864, he had accumulated $90, with which he purchased a dray and harness, then purchased a horse on time and commenced draying as his first business adventure, and by close attention, hard labor and correct
business principles, he succeeded beyond his most sanguine expectations in 1868,
he disposed of his draying, and with the fruits of his previous earnings embarked
in the groceiy trade, which business he has since successfully followed, his sales
having increased until 1879, and exceeds upward of $30,000 Mr. B. is one of the
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

men

of Darke Co., commencing in life without capital, and has, by his
energy and correct business principles, placed himself in the front ranks of the
successful merchants of Greenville.
His marriage with Maiy A. Kelly was celebrated in Greenville, Sept. 15, 1868 she was a native of Pennsylvania they have
three children now living, having lost one bj' death the living are William B.,
self-made

;

Mary M. and James

—

;

F.

BORNSTEIN,

wholesale and retail dealer in wines, liquors, etc., Greenville.
where he received his education in the
subscription school, and was engaged as clerk in the dry -goods store of his father
until 17 years of age, when he emigrated to America, landing in New York in
1 844
he then devoted several years traveling in the Southern and Western States,
and in 1853, located in Dayton, Montgomery Co., and until 1875 was engaged in
business in Dayton and Cincinnati in the fall of 1875, he removed to Greenville,
where he has since successfully followed the above business a card of his business
appears in the business directory of Greenville in another part of this work. He
was married in Cincinnati in 1860, to Sarah Chilcls, who was born in that cit}'
they have four children Rosa, Eddie, Malcolm and Blanche.
DR. LEO MYERS
ALTER, physician and surgeon, Greenville
the paternal ancestry of Dr. Buchwalter, whose portrait appears in this work,
can be traced, not without many missing links, however, to the }'ear 1527, at
which time the Mennonites or Anabaptists (to which denomination they belonged),
on account of their peculiar belief, were compelled through religious persecution
to flee from their native canton, Berne, Switzerland, first to the Netherlands, and
subsequently to the United States, arriving in Lancaster Co., Penn., about the year
1709.
From the time of their exodus until the birth of Gerhardt Buchwalter,

H.

Born

in Berlin, Prussia, Sept. 18, 1827,

:

;

;

—

BUCHW
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grandfather of Dr. Buchwalter, the line of genealogy cannot be traced with certainty.
He, it appears, was born in Lancaster Co., Penn., June 9, 1771. Married
Maria Brobsten in 1796, who bore him thirteen children Benjamin, the oldest,
father of Dr. Buchwalter, was born August 9, 1797
married Catharine Miller,
daughter of Joseph Miller, of Middletown, Md., in 1824, the fruits of which were
eight children, two of whom survive
in 1826, he removed to Dayton, Ohio, and
after remaining here ten } ears, went to Laurel, Franklin Co.. Ind.. where he
followed his calling of millwright, erecting many of the best mills in the country
in 1842, he left Laurel and located in Harrison, Hamilton Co., Ohio, at which place
he was appointed Postmaster in 1852, in which capacity he served until 1861.
when he was elected Mayor, the duties of which office he creditably discharged for
a period of ten years
after this he came to Darke Co., and soon after died at
Euphemia, Preble Co., Ohio
his wife followed him July 11, 1877.
Dr. Buchwalter, the subject of this sketch, was born April 11, 1831, in Dayton, Ohio
his
boyhood days were passed in the usual routine incident to youthful life in general
up to a suitable age to attend school, which in those early days was not over a
stone pavement a few blocks distance to a fine schoolhouse, but, when the boy
was determined enough to encounter the difficulties, he took his lonely way through
the woods, along a winding path for many miles to a rude log cabin
these very
hardships, stamped upon that boy an energy of purpose, which intensified by
maturer j-ears, defies all opposition; at the tender age of 12, Dr. Buchwalter's
father placed him in his mill, requiring his time eighteen hours out of the twentyfour
six of which, however, viz., from 6 P. M. until 12 M., being watch
duty, he employed in reading and study, thus acquiring a very fair education in
the English branches in his 16th year he began teaching, which he followed
about four years, then entered the store of Michael Miller, at Euphemia, as clerk
having thus by his own industry secured the necessary funds, he, in the fall of
1855, began reading medicine in the office of Dr. G. S. Goodheart, of Harrison.
Ohio
before completing his course of reading, however, he was compelled to
resume the counter, first with Miller & Moore, and subsequentby with Moore &
Winner. On the 1st day of November, 1864, he married Miss Matella Wilson,
second daughter of Hon. William Wilson, of Greenville, by whom he had one
child
Anna. In the spring of 1866, Dr. Buchwalter graduated from the Miami
College of Medicine, and immediately located in Hollandsburg, in which he
remained nine years, in the meantime building up an extensive practice in 1874.
he removed to Greenville, where he has by his indomitable will, untiring perseverance, and thorough acquaintance with his profession, built up a practice, which,
while it is inferior to none in the countj is rapidly and permanently increasing.
Dr. Buchwalter possesses an excellent library, which he is constantly enlarging by
the addition of the leading medical and scientific productions of the day he is, in
the broadest sense of the term, a self-made man, and has won his way, conquering
step by step, every opposing element that has impeded his pathway to that success
and high professional skill to which he has at length full}' attained. In the
Biographical C}T clopaedia, appears a biographical sketch of the Doctor, to which,
through more recent information, we are enabled to add some additional facts and
emendations.
N. BREWER, harness-maker, Greenville.
The gentleman
whose name heads this article was born in Warren Co., Ohio. July 1, 1833,
and is a son of Abraham and Ann Brewer his father was born in Kentucky Jan.
17. 1800, and departed this life Jul}- 27, 1843
his mother was born in Pennsylvania March 18, 1797, and died Aug. 26, 1873.
Our subject's early days were
spent on the farm, and, after he had attained a proper age, he learned the carpenter
trade, which he followed for five }-ears, and then followed wagon-making in
Arcanum, where he settled in 1858 in 1865, he turned his attention to the manufacture of harness, in which ever since he has been successfully engaged none
know better how to do their patrons justice, and Abraham will always be found
:

;

;

T

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

:

;

—

;

r

,

;

ABRAHAM

;

;

;

;

480

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

ready and willing to give his patrons the best stock in the market, and his jobs are
turned out in a workmanlike manner.
His first marriage was consummated with
Mary Hough June 8, 1858 to their union, five children were given, viz., Lorenzo,
Thomas N., Ella H., and two dying in infancy Mrs. Brewer departed this life
Nov. i), 1863; his second marriage was celebrated with Miss Emeline Baker, in
;

;

November, 1874.

JOSEPH BRYSON,

farmer and stock-raiser resides on Sec. 9, Township
Township P. O. Greenville. Among the old settlers of Darke Co.,
the gentleman whose name heads this sketch is assigned a place in the front ranks.
being born upon the place where he now resides, on the 30th of November, 1821
he was a son of James Bryson, one of the early pioneers of Darke Co., who came
from Bedford Co., Penn., and located upon the above place in 1817 he was born
near Hagerstown, Md., May 21, 1786, and died March 20, 1863, upon the place
where he had lived for nearry half a century. He married Mrs. Rachael Rush
Aug. 12, 1817 her maiden name was Rachael Creviston she was born March 3,
she came to Darke Co. in 1810 her first husband
1784, and died Feb. 14, 1855
was Henry Rush, and Lemuel Rush, now living three and a half miles north of
Greenville, is the only child now living by that union, and is probably the oldest
continuous male resident of Darke Co.; the children of James and Rachel Bryson were six in number Morris, whose sketch appears in this work, born May 13
1818 Mary Ann, born Jan. 29, 1820, died Dec. 15, 1854 Joseph, born Nov. 30 r
1821 Rachel J., born Dec. 25, 1823 Eliza, born Jan. 23, 1826, and James H.,
born Feb. 26, 1829. Until 25 years of age, Joseph followed farming on the old
place he then followed carpentering and farming during the summer, and schoolteaching during the winter, for seventeen years, since which time he has devoted
his whole attention to farming he has resided upon his present place for a period
of fifty -eight years, and is the oldest continuous resident upon any one place that
the writer of this article has yet found in Darke Co.
MORRIS BRYSON, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 8 P. O. Woodington
one of the old settlers of Darke Co., Ohio born in Darke Co., what is now Greenhis father, James Bryson. was born in Washington
ville Township, May 13, 1818
He held various offices
Co., Md., May 21, 1786, and came to Darke Co. in 1816.
in the county, among which was County Commissioner, and served a term in the
Assembly of Ohio was County Judge some ten years, and was Justice of the
Peace man)' years, and held other offices. He died March 20, 1863. He married
Mrs. Rachel (Creviston) Rush she was previously the wife of Henry Rush, who
his brother Andrew was
died in Ft. Rush, during the campaign of Harrison
the first white child
killed in 1812, by the Indians, upon their first depredation
born in Darke Co. was Thomas Rush, a half-brother of the subject of our sketch
the latter was raised to agricultural pursuits, and, upon the 8th of April, 1846,
was united in marriage with Mar} Ann Cole she was a daughter of Joseph Cole r
one of the early pioneers of Darke Co., who located here in 1818 upon his marriage, he farmed rented land two years, and, in 1848, purchased 80 acres of his
he now has
present place, where he has lived for a period of thirty-one years
287 acres of land, all of which he has earned by his own hard labor, with the
The children of Morris and Mary Ann (Cole) Bryson
exception of 80 acres.
were ten in number, of whom seven are now living, viz.: James W., Rachel,
Joseph O, Isaac N., Anna C, Volney D. and David H.
11. (ireenville
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JOHN

K. BUTT, farmer, Sec' 24; P. 0. Greenville; born in Butler Co.,
when 5 years of age, his father died
he lived with his
Ohio, Oct. 22, 1824
mother until 16 years of age, when he commenced to learn the blacksmith trade.
which business he followed with the exception of six years, until 1871
he then
came to Greenville Township, and purchased 12 acres of land upon Sees. 12 and
13, where he lived until the spring of 1879, when he rented the farm upon which
he lives. He is now farming 89 acres, and is engaged in raising corn, wheat and
tobacco he first came to Darke Co. when 1 3 years of age, and, after a residence
;

;

;

;
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of three years in Palestine, went to Preble Co. and has since lived in Preble,
Montgomery and Darke Cos. He has been twice married his first wife was
Delia Arnett they were married Oct. 10, 1844 she was born in Montgomery Co.
and died Oct. 22, 1858, leaving two children, viz.: Sarah A., born Sept. 12. 1845.
now Mrs. Jacob T. Miller, of Montgomery Co.; Marion A., born Feb. 8, 1852. now
Mrs. Philip Hartzell, of Darke Co. His marriage with Eliza Lantz was celebrated
she was born in Berks Co., Penn., June 3, 1837
in Montgomery Co. Dec. 6, 1859
Flora F., born July 18, 1861
William P., born Oct. 3,
the}' have three children
1864; Franklin E., born July 11, 1867.
CALDERWOOD, attorney at law, Greenville another
of the old settlers of Darke Co.; born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Sept. 14, 1818,
and was a son of George and Margaret (Robeson) Calderwood, natives of Huntingdon Co., Penn. They were married Sept. 14, 1811 in the fall of 1817, they
removed to near Dayton, Ohio, and from there, in 1832, to Darke Co.. where
George Calderwood died Sept. 7, 1849 his wife survived him until Aug. 12. 1873,
when her decease occurred. George Calderwood was of Scotch parents, and,
though uneducated, was a man of sound judgment, great firmness and very courageous of large stature and possessed an iron constitution he was kind and
generous to a fault. Margaret Robeson descended from Scotch, Welsh and Irish
ancestry, and was a woman of remarkable good sense, fine natural talent and great
kindness.
Our subject was employed in early life upon the farm, digging ditches,
mauling rails, etc.; his education was meager being called upon to serve as juror,
lie was so inspired by the eloquence of some of the attorneys in the case that he
resolved to become a lawyer, and at once commenced the study of the same, being
admitted to the bar and commenced the practice of law in 1851. Was elected
Probate Judge in 1854 after serving three years, he entered the Union arnry as
Second Lieutenant was promoted Captain of Co. I. 40th 0. V. I.; resigned his
commission on account of injuries received from being thrown from a horse on
regaining his health he was recommissioned as Captain by Gov. Tod, and, by Col.
after six months' service,
Cranor, assigned to the command of his old company
in the above position, by loss of his voice and previous injuries he was again compelled to leave the active service of the arm}' and acted in the capacity of recruiting officer until the close of the war, after which he again resumed the practice of
the law.
On Dec. 3, 1876, he assumed the editorial control of the Sunday C<>uri< r,
He has been three times
a leading organ of the Republican party of Darke Co.
elected Mayor of Greenville, and, in 1868, the Republicans of Darke Co. presented
his name in the Fourth Congressional District of Ohio, his opponent, Mr. McClung,
He has a liberal
being nominated by a small majority over Judge Calderwood.
share of the practice in this county, and enjoys somewhat more than a local repuhe has an
tation as a criminal lawyer; at the forum, his abilities are best shown
original faculty of developing a subject by a single glance of the mind, detecting
There is a deep selfas quickly the point upon which every controversy depends.
conviction and emphatic earnestness in his manner and a close, logical connection
he wears no garlands of flowers to hang in festoons around a
in his thoughts
favorite argument, yet for impromptu appeals and eloquence he stands among the
first in his profession, and, by his great knowledge of human nature, he is acknowledged to be one of the best judges of a jury at the bar.
CALKINS, lawyer, Greenville. The subject of this memoir was
born in West Burlington, Bradford Co., Penn.. upon the 5th of December. 1832,
and is a son of Moses and Eveline (Broffett) Calkins, who were married in PennMoses Calkins was born in Bradford Co.. Penn.,
sylvania about the year 1826
April 6, 1797, his father being one of four men who first settled in the county in
four daughters, and died at the advanced
1 790. was the father of five sons and
age of 80
his widow's decease occurred two weeks later, at the age of 78
of
their children, three now survive, viz., Moses, the father of our subject, now 84
years of age, and two daughters, aged 82 and 86 years, all in good health
the
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children of Moses and Eveline (Broffett) Calkins were six in number, of whom
five are now living, viz., Charles, born Feb. 11, L 827, and whose biography also
appears in this work, our subject being the next surviving member Edward, born
Alfred, born in 1838,
in 1836, a prominent lawyer of Richmond, Ind., since 1862
;

;

a resident of and Mayor of New Paris, Ohio; Emma, born in 1841, now Mrs. C.
The maiden name of the great-grandmother of
B. Northrup, of New Madison.
our subject on his mother's side was Gore her husband was killed at the Wyoming massacre she, with two children, one of them the grandmother of Mr. Calkins, escaped with other fugitives by boat up the Susquehanna River, then across
the mountains, and located in the Sheshequin Valley. Bradford Co.. Penn., where
her daughter Rebecca, the grandmother
she died in 1 833, being 90 years of age
was married, in 1794, to James Broffett, and
of Mr. Calkins, was born in 1774
were the parents of five children, all of whom were early settlers of Darke Co..
viz.. Silas and Alfred Broffett, at Broffettsville, Harrison Township
Celinda, wife
of Judge Jaqua, of New Madison, and Lucinda, wife of Rial Lawrence her second husband was Joseph Bloom, by whom she had four children Charles. Guv.
Hiram, and Celinda, now the wife of A. L. Northrup, residing in New Madison
the parents of Mr. Calkins are now living at New
she died at the age of 84
Paris, Preble Co.; they came to Darke Co. in 1852, and settled in Harrison TownThe education of our subject was obtained in the common schools up to 16
ship.
he then received an academical course at Troy, Bradford Co.,
years of age
Penn. then was a student of the Delaware (Ohio) College two years afterward
studied medicine and attended a course of lectures at Cincinnati Medical College
in the spring of 1856, he went across the Plains, remaining until 1859.
Upon
Dec. 12. 1862, he was married to Harriet E. McClure, at Peru, Ind.
The following
August, he enlisted a company of 101 men, and went out as Captain of Co. C,
87th Ind. V. I., serving through Kentucky and Tennessee. After returning from
the army, he returned to Illinois and engaged in farming, stock-raising, etc.
Was
Police Judge of the city of Jerseyville, 111., in 1868
was admitted as a member
of the bar in 1870, and was afterward elected two terms as City Solicitor
in
1874. he came to Greenville, and engaged in the law business with his brother
Was elected Prosecuting Attorney of Darke Co. in 1877, and re-elected
Charles.
Has alwa}-s voted the Democratic ticket. Henry Calkins is the father
in 1879.
of three children now living, having lost three by death. During the residence of
Moses Calkins in Pennsylvania, he was largely identified with the lumber trade,
and. upon locating here, has been engaged in loaning money, etc.; he is a man of
sterling worth, and a great champion of the cause of temperance.
CHARLES CALKINS, attorney at law, Greenville. The subject of this
sketch was born in Burlington Township, Bradford Co., Penn.. Feb. 11, 1827, and
is a son of Moses Calkins, who is prominently mentioned in the biography of
Henry Calkins in this work. The early education of our subject was obtained like
other boys of the age, in an old log schoolhouse
at 16 years of age. he entered
the academy at West Troy, where he received his academic education under the
instruction of Ezra Long.
Afterward, his father becoming largely indebted to the
Bank of North America, in Philadelphia, for lands then owned by him, required
all his efforts, as well as of his son, to liquidate the same; accordingly he built
four saw-mills, and Charles run one of them one-half of the time, day and night,
until his majority, the balance of the time being employed in rafting and running
Lumber down the Susquehanna River. At the age of 21, he commenced the study
of law at Towanda. Penn., with John C. Adams, who was an able lawyer, a just
man, and distinguished throughout the State for his prominence and ability. He
continued his studies with the above gentleman until April 11. 1849, when through
the kindness and generosity of Allen and Eliza McKean. he was furnished with
means to take him to the gold mines of California, and to the above parties he
holds the deepest feelings of gratitude and esteem.
After remaining in California
some eighteen months, meeting with fine success, he returned to Bradford Co., Penn..
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thence to Darke Co., with a cousin, in 1851, with the expectation of remaining but
two weeks, but through the fortuity of Providence, he has made it his home for
Upon the 1st of June, 1852, he formed a partnership under
nearly thirty years.
the firm name of Collins & Calkins, this partnership continuing until September,
In 1854, he was elected
1855, when it was dissolved by the death of Mr. Collins.
Prosecuting Attorney for two years re-elected in 1866 for two years, and again
in 1868 for the same length of time, and has had an honorable and lucrative pracHis marriage with Elizabeth Stamm
tice since being admitted to the bar in 1 852.
was celebrated in the spring of 1853. She was also a native of Pennsylvania.
They have four children now living, viz., Leulla, Harriet and Henry (twins) and
George.
was born in Washington
L. E. CHENOWETH, attorney at law, Greenville
Township, on the 3d of December, 1840. His father, Thomas F. Chenoweth, came
to Darke Co., from Franklin Co., Ohio, in 1818, and entered the farm on which he
has since resided. L. E. Chenoweth was brought up a farmer, but with three
He received a good common-school
brothers learned the trade of bricklaying.
He taught school seveducation, and, at the age of 16, taught a district school.
eral terms.
On the 13th of May, 1861, he enlisted as a private in Co. K, 11th O.
reV. I., for three months' service, and was honorably discharged Aug. 17, 1861
enlisted Oct. 25, 1861, in Co. E, 69th O. V. I.'; was appointed Commissary Sergeant
of said regiment, Feb. 1, 1863, at Murfreesboro, Tenn., and soon after appointed
Quartermaster Sergeant of said regiment. Re-enlisted as veteran volunteer. Feb.
26, 1864, at Chattanooga, Tenn.; was discharged from service as Quartermaster
Sergeant, at Sister's Ferry, Ga., Feb. 1, 1865, and was mustered in on same day as
First Lieutenant of Co. H, 69th 0. V. I., and, on same day, was appointed Quartermaster of said regiment. Was appointed Brigade Quartermaster on the staff of
Gen. George P. Buell, commanding 2d Brigade, 1st Division, 14th Army Corps, at
Goldsboro, N. C, March 27, 1865. Was commissioned and mustered as Captain of
Co. I, 0. V. I., June 16, 1865, at Louisville, Ky., and was discharged on the 17th
of July, 1865, at the close of the war. Was present at the following battles
Stone River, Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain, Mission Ridge, Ringgold, Snake
Creek Gap, Buzzard's Roost, Resaca, New Hope Church, Kenesaw Mountain,
Marietta, Chattahoochie River, Peach Tree Creek, siege of Atlanta, Jonesboro and
Savannah and Goldsboro, N. C. Since the war, has been engaged in the grocery business, miller, engineer, merchant tailoring, boot and shoe store, foundry and machine
shop and a traveling salesman, handling school furniture and supplies, in Ohio, IndiOn the 5th day of
ana, Illinois, Michigan, Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Canada.
December, 1876, in the Supreme Court of Ohio, was duly admitted to the practice
of the law, since which time he has been engaged in the business of his profession.
He married, on the 3d of July, 1867, Effle A. Arnold, daughter of Noah Arnold,
Has two children Millie and James.
Esq., of Jaysville, Darke Co.
an early pioneer of Darke Co.;
B. H. CLARK, Sec. 4; P. 0. Woodington
born in Lebanon Co., Penn., Sept. 16, 1821 he was a son of Samuel Clark, who
was born in Pennsylvania March 31, 1796 he came to Darke Co. in 1831, and
located in Washington Township, where he lived until his decease, which occurred
in November, 1872.
He married Margaret Hofnagle in Pennsylvania she was
born in the same State in 1797, and died in Washington Township in February,
1863.
Our subject came to Darke Co. with his parents in 1831, and is, consequently, one of the early pioneers, and among the oldest continuous residents of
his education was obtained
the county, having lived here nearly half a century
in a log schoolhouse with stick-and-mud chimney, a large fireplace in which they
used logs as large as two or three of the largest boys could handle, and the desks and
seats were made of slabs, as well as the writing-desks which extended around the
house he remained with his father until 21 years of age, when he commenced
farming for himself, and, in 1857, moved upon his present place, where he has since
lived
he has about 80 acres of land, with good farm buildings, which he^ has
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own hard Labor, in which ho has been nobly assisted by his amiable
he was united in marriage April 25, 1844 she was born in Washington Township, Darke Co., April 18, 1830; her maiden name was Mary Ann
Martin, a daughter of Hugh and Kve (Cox) Martin; her father was one of the
early pioneers, emigrating from Pennsylvania in 1818, and locating in Washington
Township; her mother was a daughter of Jacob Cox, who located here in 1816
he was horn in 1801 and died April 7, 1842, upon the farm he first settled on after
his marriage
her mother was born in 17!Hi. and died Dec. 13, 1866. The children
and Mary Ann (Martin) Clark were thirteen in number, of whom eleven
of B.
William 14., Isaac N., John C, Frank, Margaret E., Clatie P.,
are now living
Angeline ML, Jennie, Sherman, Walter and Arthur the deceased were Charles
and Baxter, dying in infancy.
C. CLARK, firm of Breaden & Clark, attorneys at law, Wilson &
Hart's Block, Greenville.
The subject of this memoir was born in Washington
Township. Darke Co., on the 17th of January, 1849, and is the son of B. H. Clark,
another of our old settlers, whose biography also appears in this work. The early
occupation of our subject was that of a farmer's son, his education being obtained
in the common schools, until 18 years of age, after which he attended the graded
schools of Greenville for three years
the following three }r ears he devoted to
school-teaching, and. during vacation, gave his whole attention to study
in 1873,
he commenced the stud}' of law with Calderwood & Cole, was admitted to the bar
in 1877. and, shortly after, associated with J. E. Breaden, Jr., under the firm name,
now doing an extensive law business, which is yearly increasing.
M. COLE, lawyer, Greenville was born in Darke Co., March 17,
His grandfather, Samuel Cole, Sr., was a native of Sussex Co., N. J.; he
1845.
was one of the earliest settlers, and the first Justice of the Peace of Washington
Township his father and mother are natives of the same township his father,
Samuel Cole, Jr., is a substantial farmer his mother was Elizabeth Cox of a
family of eleven children, our subject is the eldest
by arduous study, with only
common-school advantages, he obtained a fair English education he entered the
service of the United States in the war of the rebellion in 1864. and was fifer-boy
in Co. G, of the 152d 0. N. G.; he read law with Messrs. Knox & Sater, of Greenville
graduated from the Cincinnati Law School in the spring of 1869 was at
once admitted to the bar, and commenced practice in Greenville in August, 1872,
he formed a law partnership with Judge A. R. Calderwood, of Greenville, and is
still so associated.
Politically, he is a Republican.
He possesses good legal
talent, is a close student, and is devoted to his profession
as a pleader and advocate he is effective in legal and general literature, he is well informed, and has
the manners of a polished gentleman.
WILLIAM COLE, farmer and stock-raiser. Sec. 14; P. 0. Greenville; born
in Greenville Township, Darke Co., March 3, 1849
he is a son of Samuel Cole,
who was one of the early settlers of Darke Co., and is one of the oldest continual
residents of the count}-, ami is now living in Washington Township, and is a
brother of Joseph Cole, whose biography appeals among the sketches of Washington Township in another part of this work.
Wm. Cole received a common-school
education, and assisted his father upon the farm until he attained his majority
in 1872. he located upon his present place where he has since lived
he has 160
acres on his home farm, with good buildings.
He married Clarissa Alexander
Aug. 3. 1871 she was born in Preble Co., Ohio. Sept. 7. 1852 they have five
children—Baxter, born April 11, 1ST:; Samuel G-., Aug. 8, 1874, John, Sept. 21.
1875; George. March 2."). 1877. and an infant. July 10, 1879. Mrs. Cole was a
daughter of Samuel Alexander, who died in Washington Township Oct. 7, 1873;
her mother's maiden name was Elizabeth Roberts, who died in 1874.
JACOB W. COX. manufacturer of hoots and shoes. Sec. 31 P. O. Greenville.
One of the old settlers, born in Greenville Township, Darke Co., Ohio, Aug.
12. 1841.
He was a son of Jesse Cox. the first white child born in Washington
secured by his
wife, to
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Township (date of birth, 1817), whose occupation was farming his death occurred
on Oct. 4, 1873. He married Prudence J. Wintermute, a native of New Jersey,
born in 1820, who is still living in Greenville Township. Jacob W. raised to farm
labor until 14 years of age, when he commenced to learn the shoemaker's trade,
which business he followed in connection with farming until 1873, since which
time he has devoted his whole attention to his trade upon Sec. 31, where he resides.
Upon the 14th of March, 1869, he was married to Mary E. Bechtold, daughter of
Samuel Bechtold, whose sketch appears among the biography of Greenville
Township they have three children— Charles N., Francis M. and Bellzoria.
FRANK t. CONKLING, book-keeper, Greenville born in Hamilton Co.,
Ohio, Feb. 27, 1858 his early education was obtained in the common schools of
in 1875,
his native place, and completed by a study of eight years in Cincinnati
he came to Greenville, and in July, 1876, accepted a position as book-keeper of the
Greenville Bank, which situation he has since filled with credit to himself, and
;

;

;

;

;

satisfaction to his emplovers.
CRAIG, retired

P. 0. Greenville another of the early pioneers of
born in Montgomery
the gentleman whose name heads this sketch
had a
Co., Oct. 5, 1804, and was a son of John Craig, a native of Virginia, who
hatred to the institution of slavery, and emigrated to Kentucky, then a free State,
but upon slavery being admitted as one of its institutions, he came to Montgomery Co., Ohio, where his death occurred in 1812 in the spring of 1816, our
subiect came to Darke Co., being then 12 years of age, and he and his twin brother
contracted and cleared several acres of land in Wayne Township, by which they
at 15 years of age, he went to Butler Co.,
cleared upward of $1 per day each
and learned the blacksmith trade his skill and reputation in the making of edge
tools soon became established, and for three years he found employment at
Amanda, most of the time making stonecutter's tools for the contractors of the
Miami Canal he was a witness to the commencement of the building of the
canal, and saw the first dirt thrown out by Gov. Merrill, of Ohio, and Gov. Clinton,
of New York in 1828, he and his twin brother purchased two lots on Main
street, Greenville, erected a wagon and blacksmith shop, and carried on the above
business in connection with the manufacture of plows and agricultural implements until 1850, when he located upon his farm, two and a half miles south of
Greenville, and here he engaged in farming until the spring of 1877, when he disposed of his farm, removed to Greenville, where he has since lived. Mr. Craig
has suffered the privations and hardships of frontier life upon locating here he
had to go to Montgomery Co., purchase corn at $1 per bushel, and bring it to
it may be said of him that he is one of the selfGreenville upon horseback
made men of Darke Co. coming' here at 12 years of age, he battled against
adversity for many years, and now at the advanced age of 75 years is in possession of all his faculties, and has accumulated sufficient property by his hard labor
and correct business habits to carry him and his amiable wife through their
Upon the 3d of August, 1834, he was united in marriage with
declining years.
Ruhanah Shanon, who was born in Cumberland Co., Penn., Feb. 17, 1816, and
came to Darke Co. with her parents in 1832. They were the parents of three
sons and four daughters, viz., Elizabeth A., born Sept. 15. 1835 James M.. Nov.
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29, 1836,
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Government employ

at

Washington
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Thomas

A.,

born March

2,

Martha J., Jan. 18. 1844
Feb. 22, 1845 Marietta.' May 5. 1842
Phoebe S., Dec. 17, 1845, and David Edgar. June 1. 1852.
P. O. Greenville was born
T. W. CULBERTSON, farmer and stock-raiser
he is the son of
Oct. 25, 1828, within sight of the place where he now resides
Samuel Culbertson, a native of Pennsylvania, who was born in June, 1801. and emi-^
grated with his family to this county at quite an early day, settling on a piece of
At that time, this county was almost entirely covland in Van Buren Township.
the labors of the pioneer had
ered over with dense forests and immense swamps
He was united in
not yet made extensive inroads on the vast wilderness.

1839— died

;

;

;

:
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;
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marriage with Miss Rebecca Westfall in 1823; six children were born of this union,
Orin, .Mary J., T. W. Elizabeth and James; Orin and Elizabeth are
to wit
deceased the others are settled in this county. The privations and hardships of
pioneer life soon told upon the health of the elder Culbertson, and in 1837, he was
called to bid farewell to his family and take his departure to that "undiscovered
country from whose bourne no traveler returns," leaving a loving wife and six small
his wife
children to contend with the trials and difficulties incident to frontier life
remained upon the homestead and survived him about sixteen years, dying in
Our subject was quite small at the death of his father, after which he
1853.
remained with his mother till her death, assisting in sustaining her and giving her the
comforts of a home he early learned the brickmason's trade. His educati< >nal
advantages were necessarily limited, as a pioneer's life is one of constant exertion
for sustenance, but what opportunities did offer in this direction were well improved.
At the death of his mother, the home was broken up and he went to live with his
Nov. 26, 1857, he celebrated his marriage with Elizabeth
sister, Mrs. Studabaker.
Harper she is the daughter of William S. Harper, a native of Pennsylvania, who
Immediately after the maralso emigrated to this county at quite an earl}7 day.
riage of our subject, he moved upon a piece of land in Sec. 7, which he had previously purchased this was all in the woods, and he was obliged to clear off a
spot large enough to erect a cabin on this constituted the first home of his own
here, in the dense forest, he set out with his helpmeet, on the course of life, and
by their own exertions they have caused the golden grain to wave where once
stood the mighty forest in his rich fertile farm, we again behold industry and
They are the parents of seven children, to
frugality bountifully rewarded.
Frank, Edward, Charlie, William H., Harry, Cora B. and Purlej', all of
wit
whom are yet living and residing under the parental roof. Mr. Culbertson, realizing the advantages of an education in this advanced da} is offering his children
all the opportunities now afforded b}' this county in this direction, and they, we
are glad to chronicle, are making good use of them.
JOHN W. DEARDOURFF, manufacturer and dealer in boots and shoes. No.
The subject of this memoir is a native of Preble Co.,
13, Third street, Greenville.
born June 3, 1845 he is a son of Daniel Deardourff, who was born in Adams Co..
He married Elizabeth StoufPenn., and came to Preble Co. about the year 1849.
fer
she was born in Lancaster Co., Penn., and is now living in Greenville, at the
advanced age of 79 years. John W. was raised in Preble Co. until 20 years of
age, during which time he attended the common schools, and learned and worked
at the shoemaker's trade, which he followed until August, 1862, at which date he
he was in
enlisted in the 50th 0. V. I., and went forward to battle for the Union
man} severe engagements, among which was the battle of Perryville, and in the
three months' campaign against Atlanta, during which time he was engaged some
eighty-four days
after the capture of Atlanta, he returned to Franklin, and after
the battle of the latter place, the army fell back to Nashville, where he was engaged
in the three days' fight; in the spring of 1865, he joined Sherman at Goldsboro, and was with his army at the surrender of Johnson he then lay in Salisbury some thirty days, then returned to City Point and Baltimore; thence to
Cleveland, where he received his discharge, in the latter part of July, 1865, having served in the Union army three years.
Upon receiving his discharge, he came
to Darke Co. and was employed at his trade until the spring of 1877, when he
engaged in business for himself, which he has since successfully followed a card
of his business is to be found in the business directory of Greenville, in another
His marriage with Phebe S. Craig was celebrated in March, 1869
part of this work.
she is a daughter of David Craig, whose sketch appears among the biographic of
they have two children
this work
Harry A. and Charles.
JOS1AI1 B. DEETER, Sec. 4; farmer and manufacturer of all kinds and
his factory is located one-fourth of a mile
sizes of drain tile
P. O. Woodington
south of Woodington Station he may be considered one of our old settlers, being
:
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his father, Daniel M.
born in Greenville Township, Darke Co., June 3, 184-4
Deeter, was born in Pennsylvania in January, 1801, and came to Darke Co. somewhere about the year 1825, where he has since lived. He married Anna Bolinger
the subject of this sketch folshe died in the spring of 1879
in Pennsylvania
lowed agricultural pursuits during the early part of his life, and subsequently
purchased an interest in the tile factory of Hime, Martin & Co., which, after two
years he became the sole owner of since that time he has conducted the business
he also owns 94
his yearly sales in tile have exceeded $3,000
in his own name
acres of land, which extends to the station, his residence being located one-fourth
His marriage with Hattie A. Crosson was celebrated
of a mile from the same.
she died in April,
July 17, 1873 she was born in Cincinnati July 18, 1855
1875 one child was born to them— Claud M., born Aug. 29, 1875 died Feb. 19,
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

1876.

AAEON S. DENISE, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 27 P. 0. Greenville
one of the early pioneers of Darke Co., born in Butler Co., Ohio, Jan. 16, 182.")
he was the oldest son of John S. Denise, who was born in the State of New JerHe was united in marsey March 25, 1803, and came to Ohio when quite young.
riage in Warren Co., Ohio, with Margaret M. Clark March 18, 1824; she was Lorn
they were the parents of ten children, of whom
in Warren Co. Aug. 15, 1804
they were among the early settlers of Darke Co., coming
seven are now living
here in 1829, and locating upon Sec. 27, Greenville Township, which at that time
was a howling wilderness, and upon this spot Mr. Denise passed the remainder of
his widow now lives upon the
his decease occurred April 25, 1852
his days
same place, and although upward of 75 years of age, is in possession of all her
our subject came to Darke Co. with his parents in 1829, and is consefaculties
he remained upon the old homequently one of the old settlers of the county
stead until 1855, after which he went to Illinois and remained four years, thence
:

;

.

;

;

;

;

;

;

to Missouri, staying there two years, and, in 1861, returned to Darke Co., and. in
September of the same year, enlisted in the 40th 0. V. I., and went forward to
he was first forwarded to Kentucky, where he was in several
battle for the Union
particibattles, after which he was transferred to the Army of the Cumberland
;

;

pated in the battle of Chickamauga, then the siege and capture of Atlanta, continin the fall of 1864 and the early part of
uing upward of four months fighting
the winter of 1865, he was in the Fourth Army Corps, under Maj. Gen. Thomas,
operating in Tennessee in protecting the cities of Nashville, Chattanooga and
other points, during which time he was engaged in the battle of Nashville for two
days, at the expiration of which time the rebel army under Gen. Hood were
in the spring of 1S65,
badly defeated he was also in many other engagements
he was forwarded to Texas, and stationed at Galveston and San Antonio for several months, and in the fall of 1865, returned to Columbus, where he was mustered
out of service and received his discharge in October of the same year, having
after two years' service, he
served in the Union army upward of four years
veteranized, and at the expiration of three years, was transferred to the 51st 0.
V. I., and remained with the same until the close of the war he was never taken
he was twice wounded, but only kept
prisoner, but had many narrow escapes
from duty a short time he returned home Oct. 25, and located upon his present
he has 100 acres in his home farm, of which
place, where he has since resided
80 are under a good state of cultivation, one mile west of the city of Greenville
also 40 acres in Daviess Co., Mo.; Mr. Denise is no politician, but is a strong
Republican, and labors for the success of his party, and to make use of his own
words, he always votes as he fought.
JOHN G. DEUBNER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 13 P. O. Greenville
one of the old settlers of Darke Co.; born in Saxony, Germany, July 2. 1825,
where he received a good German education and followed farming and working in
woolen mills until 23 years of age, when he emigrated to America, landing in New
York in May, 1848; he immediately came to Darke Co., and was employed working
;

;

;

;

;
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;

;

;
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Greenville,

some

five years, and, in

1853, he located

where he has since lived for a period of twenty-six years he now
bas 82 acres under a good state of improvement, with good farm buildings when
locating here, there were only 15 acres cleared
he has since cleared 35 acres and
brought the same to a good state of cultivation when Mr. Deubner purchased his
first land, he had a capital of about $50
he has since accumulated all the above
property by his own hard labor, and it can be truly said of him that he is one of
the self-made men of Darke Co.
He is a Democrat in politics, and always labors
for the success of the party
he has held the office of Township Trustee of Greenville Township for three years during his residence here.
His marriage with Wilhelmina Bildemeyer was celebrated March 8, 1853; she was born in Hessen, Germany. Sept. 11, 1835 they were tne parents of thirteen children John C, born
Nov. 21, 1853
Frederick H., born Sept. 17, 1855 Charlotte, Feb. 25, 1858 (died
Aug. 10, 1871) Lewis H., July 19, 1859 John W., Sept. 10. 1861
Wilhelmina
P., Nov. 29, 1863
Charles A., July 14, 1866
Caroline S. and Louisa (twins), born
Sept. 25, 1868
Sophia, March 6, 1871 (died July 20, 1874)
Powell G., born Feb.
14. 1874
Mary, June 11, 1876, and Amelia M., Dec. 3, 1878.
JOHN DEVOR, lawyer, Greenville, was born in Darke Co. in 1831. His
grandfather, John Devor, was born in Pennsylvania, and came to Darke Co. in
Sec. 13,
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he entered the first half-section of land
the present limits of the county,
out the town of Greenville in 1810 in 1816, he moved his family to the
county, they having, for eight years previously, lived in Montgomery Co., Ohio.
Upon the organization of the county, in 1817, he was appointed Treasurer, and
served as such three years.
He followed the business of surveying for some
years.
His son. James Devor, was born near Maysville, Ky.. while the family were
on their way from Pennsylvania, in 1795 he learned surveying from his father,
and. for a number of years, was County Surveyor.
He was the first Auditor of
Darke Co.; from May, 1844, to October, 1847, he was County Treasurer, and, for a
number of years, he was a Justice of the Peace he died October, 1855. His wife.
Patience Dean, was a daughter of Aaron Dean, one of the early settlers of the
county they were married March 1, 1828, and ten children were born to them, of
whom the second son is our subject. He received a common-school education, and
acquired a knowledge of surveying under his father's instruction; at the age of
19, lie commenced the study of law with the late Hiram Bell, Esq., of Greenville,
and was admitted to the bar in the spring of 1852, and at once opened an office in
Greenville.
In 1855, he was elected County Surveyor, and was re-elected in 1858,
serving six years from 1854 to 1867, he was a law partner of the late Michael
Spayd. of Greenville in the fall of that year, he formed a law partnership with
Hon. William Allen, which continued eleven years. For four years, he was Assistant Assessor of Internal Revenue for the Fourth District of Ohio he was also
Registrar in Bankruptcy for the same district during the existence of the bankrupt law, which went into effect March. 1867, and terminated September, 1878.
July 29, 1856, he married Miss Elizabeth Travis, daughter of John Travis, of Butler Co., Ohio
Mrs. Devor died Oct. 22, 1878.
Formerly a Whig, Mr. Devor naturally became a Republican, and, for many years has been Chairman of the
Republican Central Committee of Darke Co. * Mr. Devor is eminently social, and
is an industrious and energetic business man.
He is at present a law partner of
M. T. Allen, and the firm is one of the strongest of the Darke Co. bar.
AH DEVOR, attorney at law. Greenville. The subject of this memoir
was torn in Darke Co., Ohio, Oct. 16, 1849, and is a brother of John Devor,
whose sketch and portrait both appear in this work. Our subject was the sou of
James Devor. one of our early pioneers, and who, as well as the grandfather, are
prominently mentioned in the sketch of John Devor. as well as in the historical
part of this work.
Elijah Devor obtained a common-school education, and, at 19
years of age. commenced the study of law with Allen & Devor: he attended the
Cincinnati Law School, at Cincinnati. Ohio, one term, graduated from the same,
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and was admitted to the bar in April, 1871 commenced the practice of law with
M. T. Allen, as a partner, in 1872, and continued the same two years in 1875, he
associated with his present partner, and they have since conducted their business
under the firm name of Devor & Bodle. He is, also, Treasurer of the Greenville
Gas Co. On the 8th day of October, 1875, he was united in marriage with Emily
A. Webb, daughter of H. A. Webb, of Greenville they have two sons by this
union, viz., Henry Webb Devor and John Devor.
WILLIAM H. DILL, merchant, Justice of the Peace and Postmaster, Pikeanother of the old settlers of Darke Co., born in Beamsville, Richland Townville
he was the oldest son of John H. C. Dill, who was born in
ship, June 8, 1839
Germany March 16, 1805 he emigrated to America and located in Butler Co.,
and. about the year 1837, came to Darke Co. and settled in Beamsville, where he
he then removed to Dallas and engaged in the grain trade one
lived until 1855
he then returned to
year, after which he followed farming three or four years
Dallas and engaged in the dry-goods trade for one year, when he came to Pikesthe
ville, in the spring of 1862, and engaged in the general merchandise trade and
purchase of grain up to the time of his death, which occurred April 2, 1865. He
married Martha C. Seigment, in Ohio, Nov. 17, 1834 she was a native of Germany, born Oct. 23, 1815, and died in Darke Co. March 7, 1858 they were the
parents of eleven children, of whom eight are now living, six in Ohio, one in Indi;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

ana and one in Missouri. Our subject resided in Beamsville until 16 years of age,
where he received some experience in the mercantile store of his father he then
assisted his father in farming, in Brown Township, some four years, when he com;

in Dallas, and, the following year, his father located in Dallas, in
the merchandise business, and he then assisted his father in his store one year in
the spring of 1862, he came to Pikeville with his father, and remained with him
he continued the business two years, and, in 1867, the
until the latter's death
he was then engaged in various pursuits
store and stock were destroyed by fire
until the spring of 1879, when he engaged in the merchandise trade, which business he now follows. He received the appointment of Postmaster under the
he
administration of Lincoln, in 1862, and was the first Postmaster of the town
has also held the office of Justice of the Peace for twelve years in succession.

menced clerking

;

;

;

;

His marriage with Julia A. Reed was celebrated in Darke Co., Ohio, Sept. 8, 1861
she was born iu Darke Co. March 28, 1843 they have two children— Ida E., born
Sept. 3, 1862, and Frank E., April 26, 1874.
JOHN DININGER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 32 P. 0. Greenville. The
subject of this memoir is justly entitled to the credit of being one of the early settlers of Darke Co.; he was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Nov. 7, 1823, and was
he
the oldest son of Jacob Dininger, who was born in Germany Sept. 26, 1798
emigrated to America when 18 years of age, and located in Montgomery Co., Ohio,
and, in 1834, came to Darke Co. with his family, and followed farming in this
township until his decease, which occurred June 11, 1875. He married Margaret
;

;

;

;

Swank she was born in Montgomery Co. in 1806, and is now living upon the
home farm, where she has resided for forty-five years. John Dininger made his
home with his parents until 30 years of age at the age of 24, he commenced to
clear his present place, and has since cleared some sixty-five acres of his home farm,
which contains 100 acres, besides upward of one hundred acres in Washington
;

;

Township, with good farm buildings upon each place. He has taken a* deep interest in the cause of religion, having been a member of the Lutheran Church for
upward of twenty years, his wife and son also being members of the same church.
His marriage with Catherine R. McClure was celebrated Oct. 1, 1857; she was
born in Montgomery Co., Aug. 25, 1834 they were the parents of three children
—Ira, bom Aug. 31, 1858, died Oct. 8, 1879; John L. and Hattie (twins), born
March 31, 1864 Hattie died April 2, 1864, and Ira died from quick consumption
Mrs. Dininger was a
at the home of his parents, after an illness of one year.
daughter of George and Maria (Merkles) McClure, who came to Darke Co. in
;

;
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her father was born in Lancaster
1843
Darke Co. in 1870 her mother was born
and died Aug. 25. 1870.
;

;

Co., Penn., April

in

Berks

23, 1803, and died in
Penn.. March 8, 1812

Co.,

MICHAEL W. DININGER, farmer, Sec 32 P. 0. Greenville. The subject
of this sketch is a brother of John and Lewis Dininger, who are also mentioned in
this work, and a son of Jacob Dininger, who is prominently mentioned in
the
-ketch of John Dininger.
Michael W. was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio. Jan.
20. 1833, and came to Darke Co. with his parents in 1834; his education was
obtained in a rude log schoolhouse, and, by hard study, he obtained a lair common-school learning; he assisted his father in agricultural pursuits until 21 years
of age, when, on the 21st of September, 1854, he was united in marriage with
Mary
A. Kerst; she was born in Pennsylvania in 1835; they are the parents of
five
children, of whom four are now living— Sarah E., Isaac, Mary C. and Margaret
R.; the deceased died in infancy.
Upon the marriage of Mr. D., he located
upon his present place, where he has since lived his home farm contains 100
acres, with good farm buildings, which he has brought from a wilderness
to its
present high state of cultivation by his own hard labor.
He has been a member of the Lutheran Church for many years, his wife and three of his children
being members of different churches.
;

;

LEWIS DININGER,

farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 6 P. O. Greenville. This
a brother of John and Michael W. Dininger, and a son of Jacob
Dininger, all of whom are mentioned in this work Lewis Dininger was born
in
Greenville Township, Darke Co., Ohio, March 30, 1840, and has always followed
agricultural pursuits.
At 2G years of age, he was united in marriage with Miss
A. E. Kerst, their marriage nuptials being celebrated on the 8th of February.
1866 she was born in German Township, Darke Co., in 1844 six children were
the fruits of this union, viz., Flora S., Anna M., Charles, Achie E., Harley
and
Otto S.j Charlie died at the age of 1 year and 10 months. Mr. Dininger erected
his present residence in 1870, where he has since lived, and
upon this place
he lias lived since his birth
he now has 100 acres of land, with good farm buildings.
He has been a member of the Lutheran Church since early boyhood, his
wife also being a member of the same church.
J. N. DITMAN, merchant tailor, Greenville
the subject of this sketch was
born in Germany Sept. 25, 1837, and is a son of Henry and Louisa Ditman
our
subject emigrated with his parents to this country in 1840, and landed at Baltimore
he was reared in Carroll Co., Md., and removed to Richmond. Ind., in
L863, where he remained for a short time
thence to Connersville in 1864 thence
back to Richmond in 1873, and remained about two years, when he moved to
Bradford, Ohio, and resided upward of two years, and then came to Greenville
and engaged in his business, which he is prosecuting with considerable energy,
giving employment to several workmen.
He was united in marriage with Sarah
Ann Slaugenhaupt Feb. 17, 1861 they are the parents of six children, viz Mary
L., born Nov. 10, 1861
Gertrude E., Dec. 2, 1864 Inez E.. Nov. 3D. 1866 Laura
B., Dec. 1, 1867
J. Willard, Sept 5, 1872
Maud, March 13, 1877.
F. M. EIDSON, tanner and currier. Greenville
born in Preble Co. Ohio,
Dec. 14, 1835. where he passed his boyhood days, receiving a commonschool education, and also learning his present trade he came to Darke
Co. in
1860, where he has since resided, with the exception of fiye months which he
served in the late rebellion.
In 1862, he was united in marriage with Miss
Lucetta Kester, and by this union they have four children, viz., Clara D.. Bovce G.,
Virginia K. and George M.
Mr. E. has, since a resident of Greenville, been a
member of the Board of City Councilmen six years, and is at present President of
the Union Public School Board, and is also Vice President of the Home Relief
Association.
A card of his business will be found in the business directory in
another part of this work.
WILLIAM EMRICK, farmer and stock-raiser; P.O. Greenville; born in

gentleman

;

is

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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he was a son of Jacob Emrick, who was born in
Preble Co., Ohio, Nov. 6. 1836
Berks Co. Penn., in the year 1795 he came to Montgomery Co. at an early day,
he was
then to Preble Co. in 1830, where his decease occurred May 18, 1872
married three times, his second wife being the mother of the subject of our sketch
her maiden name was Elizabeth Detmore, who was born in Virginia in 1810, and
died in October, 1838. William Emrick, after obtaining a good common-school
;

;

;

;

education, remained with his father and assisted him in agricultural pursuits until
Dec. 29, 1857, when he was united in marriage with Mary J. Collins, who died
May is] 1868, leaving four children, viz., Franklin, Valorous. Elmer E. and Cora
they have two sons by
Oct. 15, 1868, he was married to Susanah Emrick
In the spring of 1858, he commenced farming
this union— Orpheus and Elihu.
in Preble Co., and continued the same until January, 1866, at which date he came
to Darke Co., and purchased a farm of 40 acres in Twin Township, which he afterward disposed of, then purchased 80 acres, which he also sold, and, Jan. 26, 1876.
purchased the place where he has since lived he now owns upward of 100 acres,
with good farm buildings, under good improvement, located three miles from
During his residence in Preble Co., he held the office of Township
Greenville.
Clerk of Twin Township in the latter county for four years.
JAMES ESTY, retired farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 31 P. O. Greenville
another of the old settlers of Darke Co. born in the province of New Brunswick Sept.
he
his father, David Esty, was born in the above province July 31, 1792
17, 1814
came to Ohio in 1822. and located in August of the same year, having been two
months on the way he engaged in farming and milling until his death, which
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

he was married, in New Brunswick, to Ann Knoop,
occurred Nov. 20, 1874
she was born March 19, 1792. in New Brunswick they were the
Sept. 30, 1813
parents of eleven children, all of whom lived to grow up ten are now living, of
whom James Esty is the oldest Mrs. Esty died Aug. 21, 1873. The Bible from
which the above record was copied was purchased by David Esty in 1829, and is
now valued very highly as an heirloom by our subject, who came to Miami Co.
he was raised to farming
with his parents in- 1822, being then 8 years of age
and running a saw-mill until Jan. 1, 1842, when he was united in marriage with
Jane McDowell she was born in Franklin Co. Feb. 20, 1817 they have one son
by this union— John C, born Dec. 4, 1842. Upon the marriage of Mr. Esty, he
commenced farming for himself in Miami Co., and continued there until March 4,
1856, when he located upon Sec. 31 in Greenville Township, where he has since
lived he now has 165 acres of land, with good farm buildings, located two miles
from Greenville. John C. Esty. the only son of James and Jane (McDowell)
Esty, has always lived upon the home farm, and for the past two years has been a
He married Ellen Greenapartner with his father in the products of his farm.
walt on Dec. 18, 1873 she was born in Greenville Jan. 5, 1847 they have one
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

child— Eva May, born March

8,

1875.

dealer in and manufacturer of lumber, Greenville was born
28, 1849, where he remained until 1859, when he with
his mother moved to Delaware Co., Ind., after which, in 1863, he engaged in school
teaching for five successive years, and in 1868 opened a drug store in Parker, Ind.,
which he continued until 1871, then commenced the retail dry-goods trade which
he followed until 1873, when he commenced in his present business, and in 1879
came to this county and located in Greenville, where he has one of the first-class

B. F.

in

Wayne

FERTICK,
Co., Ind.,

;

June

mills located on the side track of the D. & U. R. R.. thereby making conveniences
of transportation better than any mill in the county; it is valued at about $5,500.
Our subject was united in marriage with Miss Hannah C. Morris, of Randolph Co.,
Ind., and by this union has two sons— Theodore B., born Nov. 29, 1875, and HenMr. F. is a live, energetic citizen of Greenville.
phon. March 14, 1878.
CHARLES FLETCHER, retired stonecutter, Greenville one of the old
The subject of this memoir was born in Townsend, Windsettlers of Darke Co.
ham Co.. Vt.. July 20, 1811. His grandfather, Samuel Fletcher, was one of the
;
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American army during the Revolutionary struggle, and served
under the command of (Jen. Washington after the close of the war, he located in
the above county, and laid out the village of West Townsend, where he died.
The
lather of Charles Fletcher— Squire Fletcher
was born in West Townsend. and
was engaged in merchandise trade where he passed his days, his death occurring
about the year 1814. The subject of our sketch was left fatherless when 4 years
of age, and made his home with his mother until 9 years old
he then started in
life for himself, and lived in various places, and when old enough he learned the
stonecutter's trade, and at 19 years of age, he removed to New York, living there
one year, then seven years in Erie Co., Penn., and came to Ohio in 1841 and
located in Greenville Township, Darke Co. where he engaged in the nursery business and cutting stone, and was the first stonecutter of the place he continued
the above business in Greenville some fifteen years, when he removed to Piqua and
resided in Miami Co., Ohio and Clay Co., Ind., being engaged in stonecutting, farming
and nursery business, and in 1874 purchased his present place where he has since
lived
he has 94 acres under a good state of cultivation which he has made by his
hard labor. He was married to Amanda Burns in 1841 she was born in Greenville Township, Darke Co., and was a daughter of Barney Burns, one of the
early
pioneers who is mentioned in the historical part of this work the children of
Charles and Amanda Fletcher were ten in number, of whom two are deceased, the
living are Chester B., Elizabeth, Mary, Charles, John W., Edward F., Emma B.,
and William the deceased are Nancy and Newton. Mr. Fletcher also owns 240
acres of land in Adair Co., Ohio, and 290 acres in Nebraska and some town
generals" in the

;

—

;

;

;

;

;

;

property.

JAMES A. FLEMING, farmer and stock-raiser P. 0. Jaysville. Another
of the old settlers of Darke Co.; born in Greenville, Jan. 17,1832.
He is the
oldest son of Aaron Fleming, who was born in Butler Co., Ohio, in 1803. and
came to Darke Co., with his parents in the year 1816, and was consequently one of
the earliest pioneers of Darke Co.
He married Rachel Arnold.
31, 1831
she was born in Warren Co., Ohio, 1810, and came to Darke Co., with her parents
in 1819.
They were the parents of three children, who lived to grow up James
A., Henry D. and William.
Upon the date of the above marriage, Mr. and .Mrs.
Fleming located upon Sec. 7, Greenville Township, where he had previously purchased 80 acres of land, which was then a howling wilderness, there beino; no
clearing.
He then commenced clearing and by his own hard labor succeeded in
placing it under a good state of cultivation there was a log cabin on the land,
and they lived in it some twenty years and at the time of his death he had
secured 160 acres in Greenville and Van Buren Townships. He was a Democrat
in politics, but never aspired for office.
He died Feb. 2, 1877. Mrs. Fleming now
lives upon the old homestead, where she has continued to live for a period of nearly
one-half a century, and is one of the oldest continued residents in this part of
Darke Co., having lived here for a period of sixty years. She has a vivid recollection of the Indians, the wolf, the deer, and the wild game, which at that time
was to be had in abundance. Our subject obtained his education in an old lo«schoolhouse, which, at that time had the improvements of a stove.
The seats
were split logs with no backs the writing seats extending around the room, made
with planks placed upon wooden pegs inserted in the logs. He now has a residence
of forty-eight years upon the place where he lives, having assisted his father in the
management of the farm, until the decease of the latter" since which time he has
farmed for himself. He now owns 120 acres, 80 acres of which is a part of the
original farm purchased by his father about the year 1829, for which he gave two
horses valued at $50 each, and which is now valued at $60 to $70 per acre.
Mr.
Fleming, with his wife, is accorded a place in the front ranks of the early pioneers
of Darke Co.
;

;

;

;

;

.JESSK

FOLKERTH

(deceased).

The gentleman whose name heads this
He was born in Montgomery

sketch was one of the early pioneers of Darke Co.
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Co.,

April

Ohio,

6,

1808, and was

a son of William Folkerth,

who was born

beginning of the present
in Maryland, and came to Montgomery Co. about the
In 1815, he came to Darke Co., where his death occurred Aug. 15, 1-848.
century.
in 1845.
His wife, Maria Bryant, was born in Maryland and died in Darke Co.
father in
Jesse Folkerth came to Darke Co. with his parents. He assisted his
in maragricultural pursuits until Nov. 23, 1837, at which date he was united
She was born in 1818, and died Feb. 21, 1846 -.five chilriage with Anna Curtis.
now
dren were the fruits of this union, of whom William. Lorenzo D. and Maria A.
She
1847.
May
celebrated
was
22,
Smith
Elizabeth
with
marriage
His
survive.
six
was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Feb. 8, 1828. They were the parents of
children by this union— Henry C, born April 8, 1849 Jennie C, June 17, 18o0

;

;

Eben Lee,
Jesse A., March 19, 1854, died April 5, 1879 John E., Feb. 10, 1857
Of the deceased, Jesse A. had been
Jan. 19, 1860, and one who died in infancy.
telegraph operator and station agent of the Pan Handle Railroad at Greenville, for
about three years, and, although in the last stages of consumption, he remained at
He was a young man of
his post of duty until one month previous to his death.
his Savior, esteemed
of
promises
of
the
belief
the
in
died
and
great promise,
and beloved by all who knew him. In the spring of 1838, Jesse Folkerth commenced farming for himself upon the place where he spent the remainder of his
days and where his widow with the two unmarried children now reside. He was a
man of sterling worth was, politically, a Whig, until the organization of the
Republican party, after which he was a hard worker for the success of the latter.
He was a strong champion of the cause of temperance, and did not make use of
tobacco in any form. He was a member of the Methodist Church for a period of
his
forty years previous to his death, and lived and died a consistent Christian
Mrs. Folkerth has been a member of the Methodist
death occurred Sept. 20, 1871
She was a daughter of Timothy T.
Church for upward of thirty-five years.
He married AnnaB. Baum, a native of Kentucky.
Smith, a native of New Jersey.
They came to Darke Co. in 1836. Mr. Smith died in Darke Co. in 1865. Mrs.
;

;

;

;

.

1873, aged 81 years and 5 months.
one of the
farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 3 P. 0. Greenville
was the
he
Dec.
Penn.,
1810,
Adams
Co.,
28,
born
in
Darke
Co.;
of
pioneers
early
oldest son of Jacob Funk, who was also born in the same county, in January,
his father was Daniel Funk, born in
1779, during the Revolutionary struggle
they were
Lancaster or York Co., about the middle of the seventeenth century
the descendants of Martin Funk, one of three brothers, who emigrated from Holland or Germany, in the beginning of the seventeenth century. Our subject was

Smith died Dec.

3,

ISAAC FUNK,

;

;

;

;

upon the farm of his father until about 21 years of age, when he commenced life for himself, and for two years was employed as farm laborer in Adams
and
Co.; he then emigrated to Ohio and located in Warren Co., where he farmed
cleared land, and in 1835, came to Darke Co. and settled on the place where he
now lives, and where he has lived, with the exception of four years, for nearly half
he has 110 acres in
he still owns the land which he entered in 1835
a century
his home farm, which he has secured by his own hard labor and correct business
raised

;

;

He is a Republican, and while he has not aspired to office, has filled the
of Supervisor and Director of the Dayton & Union Railroad for two years
he has taken a deep interest in the cause of religion and education, having been a
member of M. E. Church some forty years, and held the office of Steward and Class
His marriage with Eliza Ann Deardorff
Leader, one or both, for thirty-six years.
was celebrated May 15, 1834 she was born in Warren Co., Ohio. Sept. 29. 1818
she died Feb. 1, 1879, leaving eight children now living, having lost three in
Daniel D., born Nov. 9.
infancy, the living are Elizabeth, born Sept. 20, 1836
1840 Allen Wesley, born Oct. 20, 1843 William P., born March 4, 1841 Ancil

habits.
office

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Mary C, born Aug. 1, 1852 Charles E., born March 13,
born Dec, 25, 1849
1855 Laura D., born April 21, 1858. The above children are all members of the
Daniel is
the two youngest make their home with their father.
M. E. Church
L.,

;

;

;

;
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now in business in Greenville; Allen, tanning and teaching; William P.. blackAucil, Professor of the College at Red Cloud, Neb.
smith, at North Star
:

CALVIN

FUNSTON, farmer; P. 0. Greenville; born in Clark Co., Ohio,
he obtained a common-school education, and assisted his father
in farming until 20 years of age, at which date his father died, after which. Calvin
P.. being the oldest son. remained at home and managed the old place for the support of the family until 1863, when he came to Darke Co. and purchased his
present place, where he has since lived he has about fifty acres in his home farm,
under a good state of cultivation, with good farm buildings located one mile from
Upon April 10, 1861, he was united
Greenville, and valued at upward of $5,000.
she was born in Clark Co. April 28. 1837 they
in marriage with Rachel T. Little
have no children of their own, but have raised from a youth of 5 years, a promMr.
ising young man by the name of Charles Bell, who was born Jan. 1, 1861.
and Mrs. Funston have treated him as their own child, and have extended to him
Mr. and Mrs. Funston are memthe benefits and privileges of a liberal education.
bers of the Presbyterian Church, and take a deep interest in the cause of religion.
dan. 11, 182G

P.

;

;

;

;

NEWTON

DR. ISAAC
G ARD, physician and surgeon, Greenville is the oldest
continuous resident physician and surgeon of Darke Co. he was a native of Butler
born March 20, 1811, and was a son of Stephen and Rachel (Pearce)
Co., Ohio
Gard, both natives of New Jersey, who emigrated to Ohio about the beginning of
the present centuiy
Stephen Gard was a Baptist minister, and organized nearly
all of the earh7 churches in the Miami Valle}T among which was the First Baptist
Church at Dayton, and the First Baptist Church of Trenton, Butler Co., over
which he presided for a period of upward of half a century he was twice married
his first wife was the mother of the subject of our sketch, she died in Butler Co.,
April 1, 1816, aged 36 years the Rev. Stephen Gard died Aug. 14, 1839 Isaac
N. Gard obtained his general education in the common schools, and received his
preparatory education at the Miami Universit}7 Oxford, Ohio, and graduated from
the Ohio Medical College, in Cincinnati, 1831
he then commenced the practice of
medicine in Butler Co., and in 1834, located in Greenville, where he has since
successfully followed his profession for nearly fifty years
in the early days of
the Doctor's locating here the practice of medicine was a work of labor and hardship, the country being sparsely settled, and his practice extending over half a
degree of latitude and longitude, the roads being nearhy impassable, save by
horseback and in this manner the Doctor made his visits, dispensing his medicine from his saddle-bags
he organized the first medical society of Darke Co..
and for many years was President of the same he also organized the first agricultural society of Darke Co., and was also President of this for several years
he
has had many offices of honor and trust thrust upon him, among which we mention
the presidency of the Greenville & Miami, now Dayton & Union Railroad, during
its construction
in 1841, was elected and represented the counties of Miami.
Darke. Mercer and Shelby in the State Legislature in 1858-59, he represented
the counties of Miami, Darke and Shelby in the State Senate
in 1861 or 1862, he
was appointed by the Governor of Ohio as one of the Trustees of the State
Lunatic Asylum at Dayton, which office he filled some sixteen years he has
almost continually held some office or position of trust, and has in every instance
performed his duty with credit to himself and satisfaction to the public. Upon
the 6th of January. 1835. he was united in marriage with Lucy Tod, who was
born in Kentuckv March 20, 1816. Thev were the parents of five children, viz.:
Henrietta T.. born April 6, 1837, died Aug. 16, 1839
Charles T.. born Sept. 30.
1840. died dan. 4. 1864
Catherine E.. Feb. 16. 1843 Mary, March 11, 1850, and
;

;

;

;

,

;

;

;

;

,

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

Stephen, Jan. 11, 1854.'

GL ANDER,

D.
retired brewer Greenville. The gentleman whose name heads
this sketch was born in Germany May 3. 1818, and in 1836 came to America, and
to Preble Co.. Ohio, where he followed distilling, and in 1877 came to Greenville,
;
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where he engaged in his former business until June, 1879. Mr. Gr. was united in
marriage to Lena Hagar. and by this union they have nine children living.
JOHN V. GORDON, manufacturer, Greenville was born in Hunterdon Co.,
N. J.. Jan. 21, 1844; was the son of William and Henrietta Gordon, who were
born and raised in New Jersey William was the son of Elias and Frances Gordon Henrietta was the daughter of John and Rebecca Yolk John, the grandMr. Gorfather, was born in New York, and Rebecca was born in New Jersey.
don, the subject of this sketch, served with his father in the chair and furniture
manufacturing business till 21 years of age, and then he entered upon the spoke
and hub manufacturing business, and has followed that occupation to the present
time.
He came to Greenville in September, 1877, and entered upon spoke and hub
manufacturing, under the firm name of Finney, Closson & Co., which business has
been conducted with great success up to this time.
;

;

;

;

GREGG

BROS., druggists, Matchett's Block, Greenville. There is no departbusiness, in the mercantile line, wherein the public safety requires so
thorough and practical a knowledge in carrying on the same, as in the selection
take pleasure in recommending the
and dispensing of drugs and medicines.
above firm as thoroughly familiar with the theoretical and practical requirements
Their stock is all new,
of safe dispensation of drugs and filling of prescriptions.
having been bought during the present year, and selected with the greatest care
card of their
and skill that long practice and knowledge alone can exercise.
business will be found in the business directory of Greenville in another part of

ment of

We

A

this work.

DAYID GRIFFIN,

farmer, Sec. 34 P. 0. Greenville
another of the old
born in Butler Co., Ohio, Dec. 14, 1808 his grandfather was
his father, Francis Griffin,
killed by the Indians, in Kentucky, at an eaily day
was born in Pennsylvania, 1788, and came to Butler Co. about the beginning of the
He married Sarah Holmes she
present century, and served in the war of 1812.
was in Kentuck}' in 1790 Mr. Griffin died, in Butler Co., about the year 1844
settlers of

Darke

;

;

Co.,

;

;

;

;

;

Mrs. Griffin died, in Indiana, in 1877. Our subject was raised to agricultural pursuits, in Butler Co., until Nov. 4, 1835, when he was married to Mary Ann Conover she was born in New Jerse}* Oct. 2, 1811 they were the parents of six
children, of whom two are now living, viz.: Amanda, born Feb. 14. 1836, now the
Ella J., living at home, March 17, 1852.
The
wife of Rev. Lewis E. Jones
deceased were Francis, born Nov. 3, 1837, died Nov. 7, 1837 Emeline, born Dec.
Francis E., born Nov. 21, 1844, died Feb. 9, 1845
13, 1838, died Jan. 11, 1879
After the marriage of Mr.
Charles E., born May 31, 1849. died Sept. 21, 1850.
Griffin, he followed farming in Butler and Montgomery Cos., until 1857, when he
came to Darke Co. and purchased his present place, where he has since lived he
has 160 acres upon his home farm with good farm buildings, located one-half mile
from the city of Greenville. Mr. and Mrs. Griffin, with both of their daughters,
Mr. G., though in the 72d year of his
are members of the Presbyterian Church.
age. attends to the light duties and labors of his farm.
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

&

DANIEL GRUBS,

grain-dealer, Greenville, fix-in of Zimmerman
Grubs,
this memoir is a native of Montgomery Co.,
he was born Feb. 25, 1833 his early occupation was that of a farmer's
he then lived with
his father died when our subject was but 16 years of age

grain merchants.

Ohio
son

;

The subject of

;

;

;

when, in I860, he was united in marriage with
Katie Denise, a native of the same count}* the}' have one child, Edgar A., now in
his 21st year, and a graduate of the Cincinnati Commercial College, and is a
bookkeeper for the above firm, his ability to fill the above position being beyond
the average.
Upon the marriage of Mr. Grubs, he continued to live in Montgomery Co. for three years, when he removed to Preble Co. and continued farming
until 1874, when he located in Greenville, and, in 1876, associated with the above
gentleman, since which time they have done business under the above firm name.
his

mother

until 27 years of age,

;
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A

the Eastern markets.
are largely engaged in buying and shipping grain to
Greenville.
of
directory
business
the
rani of their business appears in
GrUNTRTJM, farmer and brick manufacturer P. O. Greenville, lhe
born in 1839, within half a mile
subject of this memoir is a native of this county,
he is youngest son and. child of John Guntrum, fer
of where he now resides
to this county in 1837, and
wh<» was a native of Pennsylvania and emigrated
where he remained till his
and
born
was
subject
located on the farm where our
native State with Martha
Air Guntrum, Sr., celebrated his marriage in his
death
and eight daughters,
sons
two
children,
ten
of
parents
the
were

Thev

JOHN

;

;

Ginridge

they

He departed this lite in 1868 his wife survived him
three of whom* are deceased.
passed away. Thus we record the death of two
too,
she,
when
1873.
13
until Feb
passed peacefully
more esteemed citizens of Darke Co.; their life work done, they
of children to
away leaving a large circle of acquaintances and a loving family
sketch was
our
of
subject
The
memory.
their
revere
and
mourn their departure
till he was 22 years of
raised a tiller of soil, assisting in the duties of the farm
father's farm on the
age at which time he began life for himself cultivating his
this filial duty he
lot
his
to
fell
parents
the duty of taking care of his
shares
He was united in marriage to Rebecca
faithfully till their death.
;

;

discharged
comes ol an
Jeamison Feb. 19, 1863 she is also a native of this township and
Our subject moved to the place where he now resides about
early pioneer family.
in the manufactseven years ago he is now, in addition to his farming, engaged
in quality, integrity in
uring of brick in this business his motto is excellence
Mr. and Airs. Guntrum are the parents of six chiltransactions and low prices.
1863 Barbara, 1865 Alary E.. 1868 Flora and
in
dren, all living— Willie, born
;

;

;

(twins), 1872,

and Hester

;

;

;

Laura

in 1878.

restaurant, and dealer in wines, liquors, cigars, etc.,
born in Bavaria, Germany, on the 22d of April, 1834 he received a
his father in
good education in German, and, from 14 to 18 years of age, assisted
latter
age, he
the
at
farming
and
hotel-keeping
the tanning business, as well as
directly to
emigrated to America, landing in New York March 30, 1852, coming
butchering business one
Cincinnati, thence to Dayton, Ohio, where he followed the
until 1856. at
year thence to Miamisburg, and engaged in the tanning business
tanner, he
which date he came to Greenville, and, after working one year as
successfully
since
has
he
which
business,
engaged in the saloon and restaurant
business in the city of
followed, and is the oldest continuous gentleman in his
visiting the scenes
country,
native
his
over
tour
a
made
he
In 1865,
Greenville.
which time his
of his childhood, this trip consuming some six months, during
Air. Gutheil is a genbusiness was conducted by his brother-in-law, John King.
he was
tleman of genial disposition and of very pleasing address. In 1876,
office he held for
elected as one of the Trustees of Greenville Township, which
Cenduring the years 1878 and 1879, he was one of the Democratic
three years
Upon arriving in New York, he came across
tral Committee of Darke County.

AUGUST GUTHEIL,

Greenville

;

;

;

;

;

canal to Pittsburgh,
the Alleghany Mountains by mule teams, thence down the
Fredencka Limkulh
with
marriage
His
Cincinnati.
and thence down the river to
and came to
was celebrated Feb. 28, 1856 she was born in Bavaria, Germany,
;

one
America in 1830 her maiden name was Rolhhaas; they have two sons and
daughter— Ona J., Otto and Julius D. Mrs. Gutheil has one child by her former
husband, viz.. Amelia Limkulh.
AAIOS HAHN, Treasurer of Darke County, Greenville. The gentleman
he
whose name heads this sketch is the present efficient Treasurer of Darke Co.;
Hannah
and
Samuel
parents,
his
1818
Feb.
Ohio,
1,
Columbiana
Co.,
was born in
his
Hahn, are natives of Frederick Co., Aid.; his father was born Alarch 9, 1791,
Mr. Hahn, Sr. is still living, and
mother in 1795, and departed this life in 1861
;

;

;

they were the parents of ten children, of whom six
resides with his son Amos
Our subject was reared on the farm, but followed carpentering
are now living.
mercantile pursuits, and for
for a number of years, when he turned his attention to
;

.
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sixteen years did business in Gettysburg his long and active business career has
eminently fitted him for the responsible position of honor and trust he holds, as a
His marriage with Catherine Finfrock was
gift from the people of the county.
consummated Oct. 3. 1843 she was the daughter of Peter and Mary Finfrock. who
were natives of Pennsylvania, now deceased Mr. and Mrs. Hahn are the parents
of three children, viz.. Clement C, born Nov. 16, 1845 Albert J., April 23, 1847
Clement was united in marriage with Nannie
Luella M., in September, 1857
Conipton Oct. 7, 1868 Albert J. consummated his marriage with Virginia Johnson Dec. 22. 1874 Luella celebrated her marriage with W. D. Johns March 28,
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

1877.

JACOB H ALDERMAN, farmer P. 0. Greenville. The subject of this
memoir raay be classed among the self-made men of Darke Co he was born in
Montgomeiy Co., Ohio, Oct. 25, 1837 he was a son of John Halderman, who was
born in Lancaster Co., Penn.. and came to Montgomery Co., Ohio, in* 1836, where
his death occurred in 1840.
He married Hannah Cook, a native of Pennsylvania;
she died in Illinois, in December. 1875. Jacob Halderman was thrown upon his
resources when 6 years of age, and made his home among friends and strangers.
until old enough to work and receive wages
at 18 }'ears of age, he learned the
trade of carpenter, which he followed seven years; in 1860, he located upon his
;

;

;

;

present place, where he has since lived he has 220 acres, with good farm buildings, which he has secured by his own hard labor and correct business habits, and
has by the above means placed himself among the large landholders and successful farmers of Darke Co.; the perseverance and energy displayed by Mr. H. to
accomplish what he has attained are well worthy of example by the young men of
the present da}'.
He has been twice married his first wife was Mary Baker, to
whom he was married Dec. 22, 1859 she was born in Darke Co. in 1841, and
died December. 1875, leaving six children, having lost one by death
the living
are Leoti, born Aug. 22, 1861
Alice, Feb. 10, 1863
Herschel V., Feb. 2, 1865:
Tdabird, Jan. 6, 1868 Elnora, July 2, 1870
Pearl, Dec. 30. 1872. Upon the 11th
of October. 1877. he was united in marriage with Francis Helm, who was born in
Darke Co., Sept. 13, 1845 they have one child— Roily, born Sept. 4. 1878. Mrs.
Halderman was a daughter of Eli Helm, one of our early pioneers of 1834 or
1835 he was born in Pennsylvania, and died in Darke Co.. in October. 1874. He
married Catherine Zimmerman, who is now living in Greenville. Mr. Halderman
is Democratic in politics, and labors for the success of his part}"
has been Township Trustee two years, which office he filled with credit to himself and satisfaction to the poeple.
JOHN W. HALL, firm of Hime & Hall, livery, feed and sale stable, northeast of public square, also, of firm of Hall & Co., importers and breeders of French.
Norman and Clydesdale horses. The above gentlemen is another of the old settlers,
being born in Greenville Township May 4, 1 834, and is a son of James Hall, who
at a very early day came from South Carolina to Miami Co.; thence to Darke Co..
among the early settlers he was engaged in contracting and building to a certain
extent he built the first letter boxes for the post office of Greenville, selecting at.
that time box Number 96, which box has always been retained in the family, and
is now the box of John W.
Our subject continued farming in Darke Co. until
1855, when he went to Logan Co., 111., and followed farming and stock-raising until
1861, at which date he returned to Darke Co. and continued the same business
until 1875, when he was elected Sheriff of Darke Co., re-elected in 1877, serving
until January, 1880, when, upon the expiration of his office, he associated with
in 1874, he associated with Harrod Mills and
Mr. Hime in the above business
James Esty in the stock business, under the firm name of Hall & Co.. which
firm still exists.
His marriage with Frances D. Carnahan was celebrated Aug. 29.
1854
she is a native of Darke Co.; they have eight children James M.. [saai
W., Sarah C. Elias M.. Idela May. Charles C, Julia E.. Rollie S.
WILLIAM SANFORD HARPER, the subject of this sketch, was born in
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

—
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Trumbull

Co., Ohio,

July

1810

11,

;

moved with

his

mother

to Butler Co., Ohio, in

in 1823, with his step-father,
the spring of 1815, and from there to Darke Co., Ohio,
B Roll, and settled on a small farm on the Greenville & West Milton road, four
on said road for nine
miles southeast of Greenville, there being no house southeast
unoccupied forests,
in
the
numerous
were
animals
smaller
deer
and
wolves,
miles
The subject of this sketch
schools were few and far between.
at that time
surveying.
He was
acquired, in addition to a common school education, practical
moved into
married, in 1832. to Delila, daughter of William Arnold, and in 1833.
for about twenty years, taught school in the
the green forest to open up a farm
In 1852, he was
in the warm season.
farmed
and
ground
winter and cleared
deputy for about ten
elected County Survevor. and filled that office as principal and
yet. at his advanced
years, and unofficially for about the same length of time, and
From a youth, he was of a sober,
age, works at civil engineering, when called on.
and became a
pious turn of mind, and made a profession of Christianity in 1833,
has steadily
Christ
of
cause
the
for
zeal
his
Church
Christian
member of the
he
Scriptures
increased as he has become better acquainted with the sacred
journals, signing them
secular
our
for
articles
writing
himself
by
amuses
sometimes
W. P. H.; he is also an ardent advocate of temperance, of the prohibition class.
Greensons' William Marion and John Harper, are prominent business men in
;

;

;

;

;

His

ville

are

where they
in the year 1860, they erected a business house on Broadway,
engaged in business the former in the jewelry trade, and the latter in the

;

still

;

photographic
for

art.

them many

made

Their uniform courteous, honorable, obliging habits have

friends.

Among
F. HART, retired, contractor and merchant, Greenville.
heads this sketch is
the early pioneers of Darke Co.. the gentleman whose name
accorded a place in the front ranks he was born in Hampshire Co., W. Va., April
He was
a native of Berks Co., Penn.
7. 1821. and is a son of Dr. William Hart,
they
married, in Pennsylvania, to Elizabeth Pettit, also a native of the same State
Township in
were also among the early settlers of Darke Co., locating in Adams
about the year 1846, he, with his fam1839. with three sons and three daughters
he was a physician, and followed his profession until his
ily, located in Greenville
Our subject came
decease, which occurred after a short residence in Greenville.
ten years his residence
to this county with the family in 1839, and the following
was divided* between Darke and Montgomery Cos.; in 1849, he located permanently here, and followed the occupation of contractor and builder for several
which
years he then engaged in the grocery and provision trade until 1879, since
his
married
twice
been
has
He
business.
active
from
retired
time he has been
one son and
their marriage was celebrated in 1844
first wife was Mary Hoover
two daughters were the fruits of this union, all deceased she died in 1849 his
marriage nuptials with Rebecca A. Knoop were celebrated in 1850 she was born
of whom two are deceased
in Miami Co.; they were the parents of five children,
Carrie
E., all residing in Greenand
Lincoln
Abraham
B..
Ralph
the living are

MANNING

;

;

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

ville.

JONAS HARTZELL,

retired farmer

;

P. 0. Greenville

May

another of the old

:

1803 he was one of six
and 1836 Jonas
brothers, who came to Darke Co. between the periods of 1833
lived—
since
has
he
where
Township,
a period of
Greenville
located upon Sec. 8,
he purchased 1 20 acres, and afterward added until he had
nearly half a century
accumulated 400 acres he devoted his attention to farming until about the year
during the past three years, he has been
1865, when he retired from active labor
for by his sons
confined to the house by sickness, and has been kindly cared
Hartzell, Sr., and
Jonas
farm.
home
the
managing
are
who
Jonas,
and
Charles
she
Elizabeth Weltv were united in marriage, in Pennsylvania, Feb. 12. 1829
whom ten
was l»om in Pennsylvania Aug. 9, 1807 they had twelve children, of
Louisa J., horn March 11, 1830; William, born March 3,
are now living, viz'.:
Sarah
Elizabeth and Catherine (twins), born Feb. 9. 1834
1832. died in infancy

settlers of

Darke

born

Co.,

in

Adams

Co., Penn.,

10,

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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Charles Wesley and Edward Spencer (twins), born
Ann, born Nov. 20, 1836
Jonas W., born May 2, 1841 Hannah M., born March 18, 1843;
Sept. 1, 1831
Lauretta D., born Feb. 23, 1845 James, born April 28, 1847, and one who died
Mr. and Mrs Hartzell have been members of the Methodist Church
in infancy.
Of the above children, Charles Wesley may be confor a period of thirty years.
sidered one of the old settlers, having always lived upon the home farm, upon
he was married, March 7, 1867, to Sarah E. Shepwhich he was born in 1839
hard she was born in Twin Township, Darke Co., March 20, 1846 they had
four children by this union Jonas Elmer, Lillian R.. John H. and Olive M the
;

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

;

latter is deceased.

GEORGE HARTZELL, farmer P. 0. Greenville the subject of this sketch
another of our old settlers he was born in Adams Co., Penn., Oct. 3, 1835. and
was the oldest son of Philip Hartzell, who was born in the year 1811, in the above
county and State in 1836, he came to Darke Co. and in 1838, purchased several lots
here he followed carin Beamsville, and erected the second house of the place
he
pentering, wagon-making, cabinet-making and school-teaching for ten years
was the first Postmaster of the town, which office he held for ten years, as well as
he was a great champion of the cause of temJustice of the Peace two terms
perance is probably entitled to the honor of putting up the first building ever
erected in Darke Co. without the use of intoxicating liquor he died upon his farm
two miles north of Greenville, in April, 1873. He married Julia Harman. who
was born in 1810 or 1811, who is now residing in Greenville. George Hartzell
assisted his father, until May 12, 1859, when he was united in marriage with Lucy
A. Fettery she was born in Darke Co. June 8, 1838 they were the parents of ten
children— Hollis, Clarinda M., Luella M., P. Harman, Viola E., George F., Julia
and John C, twins (John C. died Oct. 12, 1872), Henrietta and Mamie. Mrs.
;

is

;

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

;

;

Hartzell was a daughter of John Fettery, who came from Lebanon Co., Penn., to
Darke Co. in 1836 he died February, 1874. He married Catherine Bowman, also
Since the mara native of Pennsylvania she died in Darke Co., in July, 1862.
riage of Mr. Hartzell, he has been engaged in carpentering, milling and farming, and
has a small farm, one mile from Greenville. His father was one of six brothers,
who came to Darke Co. Henry, George and Jeremiah came in 1833 Philip and
Jonas in 1836, and Daniel probably in 1837 or 1838 of the above, Jonas and
;

;

—

;

;

Daniel

now

survive.

HARTZELL. Sec. 12 P. 0. Pikeville one of the old settlers
born in Greenville Township June 6, 1847 he was a son of George
he was one of the
Hartzell, who was born in Adams Co., Penn., July 4, 1813
early settlers of Darke Co., locating upon Sec. 12, Greenville Township in 1833
he entered eighty acres of Government land, and purchased the same amount, and
afterward added by purchase, until he owned 240 acres in his home farm, and
He married Rachel
here he lived until'his death, which occurred Oct. 22, 1857.
Schriver in 1840; she was born in Pennsylvania, Jan. 31, 1813; they were the
PHILIP

of this county

S.

;

;

;

;

;

;

Mrs. Hartzell is now livparents of six children, of whom five lived to grow up
ing with Philip S., and at 67 years of age, is in possession of all her faculties, with
After the death of Mr. Hartzell, Philip S.
the exception of failing eyesight.
lived with his mother on the old homestead, until 26 years of age, when he associated with his brother, William Hartzell, in 1870, and followed farming together
until 1875, upon the old farm, and in 1877 Philip S. purchased the shares of his
brother upon the homestead, where he has continued farming, having 105 acres.
He has given his attention to the raising of corn and wheat he is one of the
industrious, persevering and hard-working citizens, and during the past two years
had previously
has paid off indebtedness on his place to the amount of $2,400
His marriage with Susan R. Baumbaugh was celebrated
paid upward of $5,500.
;

;

;

she was born April 29. 1847, in Maryland, and emigrated to Ohio
June, 1870
with her parents, in 1862. They were the parents of four children, all of whom
;

died in infancy.
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is a son of Philip Hartzell, Sr., a
P. U. HARTZELL, teacher, Greenville
oative of Pennsylvania, who came to this county in the early pioneer lays, and
the subject
lived in the county until his decease, which occurred in April, 1878
of this sketch was horn in this county Nov. (!. 1846, and lived with his parents
he then taught school during the winter
until several years after his majority
He marseasons and worked at carpentering during the summer for ten years.
;

<

;

;

M. Butt, a daughter of John K. Butt, whose biography appears in
work; she was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, in February. 1852 they were
married Dec. 22, 1872. and have four children, two boys and two girls, viz.. John
Ollie, Forest Herbert, Cordie May and Alice Lanessa.
P. 0. Greenville.
C. W. HARTZELL, farmer
SAMUEL HEFFNER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. :V1 P.O. Greenville;
another of the old settlers of Darke Co. born in Berks Co., Penn.. >ct. 30, 1818 he
was a son of Jacob Heffner, who was born in the above county, and came to Darke
Co. in 1857, and located in Neave Township he died in Greenville Township, Darke
our subject was brought up to agricultural pursuits in
Co., about the year 18(37
Pennsylvania until 18 years of age, when he learned and worked at the carpenter
he then emigrated to Ohio and located in Buttrade in Pennsylvania until 1848
ler Co.. and. in 1849. came to Darke Co., and. after a residence of two years in
German Township, removed upon his present place, where he has lived for a
he
upon locating here, there were but 40 acres cleared
period of thirty years
lias since cleared 80 acres and brought it to a good state, of cultivation by his
own hard labor, and now owns 122 acres of good land, with good farm buildings
he has also three acres in Hill Grove, the whole being valued at upward of
Mr. Heffner commenced here with no capital save a strong arm and
$10,000.
willing hand, and has accumulated all the above property by his energy and
industry, and has, by the above means, placed himself among the large land-holders and successful farmers of Darke Co.
In October, 1850, he was united in marriage with Dorotha Dininger
she was born in Montgomery Co.. Ohio, Jan. 25,
1838
they were the parents of six children, viz.: Sarah E., born Nov. 6, 1851
Lewis C, Jan. 11. 1854, died Jan. 22, 1854; Mary S., born July 10. 1855;
Amanda L., Dec. 28. 1859; Samuel, Oct. 15, 1862', and Jacob, born Dec. 20,
si Hi
Mrs. Heffner is a daughter of Jacob Dininger, one of the early pioneers of
Darke Co.. who located here in the spring of 1834. Mr. and Mrs. H., with four of
their children, are members of the Lutheran Church.

ried .Miss Alice
this

;

;

;

(

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

1

;

:

WILLIAM HEFFNER,

P. 0. Greenville; the subject of this
Penn., in the year 1824, and is a son of
.Jacob and Eliza Heffner, who came to Darke Co. in 1853, and settled in Greenville Township
William Heffner' s early life was that of a farmer's son, being
raised to agricultural pursuits, his education being mostly confined to the common
schools.
In the year 1840. his marriage with Eliza M. Hinkle was celebrated in
Cumberland Co.. Penn.; they have three children by this union, viz.. -Jacob, Will-

memoir was born

in

Berks

farmer;

Co.,

;

iam and Nason. Mr. Heffner resides upon Sec. !>. this township, where he is
engaged in agricultural pursuits he came to this county in 185.'). and has been a
;

resident tdr

upward of

quarter of a centurv.
CLARK HENKLE, farmer, Sec. HI; P.O.Greenville; born in Springfield.
Clarke Co., Ohio. Nov. (i. 1837; his father. Silas Henkle, was born in Virginia and
came to Clarke Co. at an early day; he died in August. 1840. He married Margaret Milholland, who was born in Ohio, and died in Clarke Co. -June 13, I860;
•after the death Of his father, he lived with his mother until 10 years of age. and
the following seven years lived with an uncle, after which he removed upon the
home farm with his mother, and remained there some two years after her death.
Aug. 11. 1862, he enlisted as private in the 94th 0. V. L; lie was in many severe
battles, among which we mention Perryville, Stone River, Hoover's Gap, Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain. Missionary Midge. Buzzard's Roost. Resaca. Pumpkin
Vine Creek. Keiiesaw Mountain. Peach Tree Creek, siege and capture of Atlanta;
a
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at Chattanooga, buying up supply
the following winter was on detailed duty
main army of Sherman in North
trains, and, in the spring of 1865, joined the
surrender of Johnson he then
the
at
army
above
the
Carolina, and was with
grand review of the
through Richmond to Washington, and after the
;

marched

discharge
army he was mustered out of service and received his
years
June 11 1865 having served in the Union army nearly three

at

which the regiment was engaged excepting two

in every battle in

;

Camp Chase
he took part

when he was

Clarke Co., and, in
after receiving his discharge, he returned to
place where
present
his
upon
located
the spring of 1869, came to Darke Co., and
good farm buildings.
since lived; he has a nice farm of 100 acres, with

on detailed duty

;

he has
she was bom
1869
His marriage with Mary S. Forgy was celebrated March 31,
they were the parents of three children— Cora
in Clarke Co., Ohio, July 1, 1837
all died in infancy.
M.. Willie Otho and Mary Elsie
,

;

;

lhe subject ot tins
Kinigreich,Wurtemberg Germany,
Nagold
Oberamt
Mindersback
in
born
was
sketch
of age, obtaining a good education
in 1839 where he attended school until 11 years
four years when
he then learned the milling trade, which he followed
in German
directly West he
coming
in
1857
York
New
in
landing
America,
he emigrated to
at which date he made a twolocated in Hamilton, Ohio, and remained until 1863,

D \NIEL HENNE

dealer in grain and seeds, Greenville,

;

;

again located in Hamilton,
years visit to his native country returning in 1865, he
and in the latter
year
one
for
month,
the
by
laborer
farm
and was employed as
the milling and grain business
part of 1866, came to Greenville, and associated in
successfully followed the
under the firm name of Poak & Henne, and has since
he makes * specialty ot
alone
business
doing
years
above business, the past ten
shipments reaching 200,000
buying and shipping grain to the Eastern market his
His marriage with Anna M. Weithbrecht was celebushels in a singe season.
Germany and emigrated with
brated in Greenville Feb. 17, 1867 she was born in
have three children by this
they
age
of
year
1
but
when
America,
to
her parents
In 18 8, he was elected
Daniel.
and
Frederick
union— Rosenia Gertrude, Jacob
lie is
in 1879
Township Treasurer, which office he now holds, being re-elected
business card will be
A
Greenville.
of
Education,
of
Board
the
also Secretary of
found in the 'business directory of Greenville in this work.
D S HIME firm of Hime & Snyder, livery, feed and sale stable another
he is a
born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1835
old settler of Darke Co., Ohio
and came to Montgomery
son of Daniel Hime, who was a native of Pennsylvania,
he
Greenville Township
Co Ohio in 1838, and located in the northwest part of
to
raised
was
sketch
this
of
subject
The
died in Washington Township in 1875.
was apprenticed to learn the
agricultural pursuits until 11 years of age, when he
upon the home farm,
shoemaker's trade for seven years, after which, he remained
she
of Greenville
and in 1858, was united in marriage with Amelia D. Martin,
Bell and Sarah Catherine.
Adelia
children—
two
have
they
Miami
Co.;
was born in
the year
in 1861, and disposed of the same about
;

;

;

;

;

;

<

;

;

;

;

;

;

purchased his home farm
1870 he then came to Greenville, where he has since lived.
P. O. Greenville.
ABSALOM HOFFERT, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 36 Fairfield
Co., Ohio,
The subiect of this memoir was born in Rush Creek Township,
probably born in Pennwas
who
Hoffert,
Solomon
of
son
was
a
he
1827
Jan 25
located in Fan-field Co.,
sylvania in 1795, and came to Ohio when quite young and
He
of 91^ years.
where his death occurred April 1, 1876, at the advanced age
in 1861, aged 71
died
and
in
1790,
born
was
who
Hendricks,
married Margaret

He

:

;

:

Our
eight are now living.
years they were the parents of ten children, of whom
youth, and was raised to agrisubiect obtained a common-school education in his
in marriage with Nancy
cultural pursuits until June 5, 1851, when he was united
were the parents
she was born in Fairfield Co., Ohio, Nov. 20, 1832 they
Fantz
Westfall, of Brown Township,
James
Mrs.
now
Elizabeth,
viz.:
children,
of five
Mien born
Matilda, born May 8, 1855, died April 23. 1858
born June 4, 1852
Margaret, born March
\pril 25 1857 now Mrs. Wesley Slade, Neave Township
;

;

;

;

;

;
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now Mrs. Charles Fletcher, of Miami Co.; Emma F., born Feb. 8, 1862,
now Mrs. George Hathway, living upon the home farm. Mrs. Boffert was a
daughter of Michael Fantz, who was born in Baden. Germany, in 17!>2, and came

20, 1859,

America in 1819 he died in Hocking Co.. Ohio. May 23. 1863, aged 71 years S
months and l!t days. He married Elizabeth Stacer she was also born in Baden.
Germany, in 1791. and died in Fairfield Co.. Ohio. Sept. Hi. I860, aged »!!» years 4
months and 28 days. Upon the marriage of Mr. Hoffert, he commenced farming
for himself, which business he followed in Hocking- and Fairfield Cos. until April,
1864, when he disposed of his property in Fairfield Co., and purchased 40 aeres in
Darke Co., and located upon his present place where he has since lived
he now
owns 47 acres upon his home place, located less than a mile and a half from
Greenville.
He with his wife and two children are members of the Reformed
Church, and one daughter a member of the Church of the United Brethren, Mr.
and Mrs. Hoffert having been members for the past ten years.
MOSES HUHN, clothier and merchant tailor, was born in Grand Duchy
Saxony, Germany, May 13, 1835, and is a son of L. and Hannah Hulm, natives of
the same place
his father was born in 1784, and departed this life in 1853. aged
67 years his mother was born in 1800, and is still living in Germany, aged 80
years.
Our subject emigrated to America in 1851, and landed in New York, his
voyage occupying sixty-three days he repaired to St. Joseph, Mo., immediately,
and remained there for seven years, engaged as salesman, and then came to Greenville, where he was employed as salesman for Warring Bros., which position he
held for four years
he then embarked in business for himself, and is one of
Greenville's successful business men
he carries a full and complete stock in his
line, consisting of men's, boys' and children's clothing, and does a general merchant tailoring business. He is an honorable member of the Masonic and Odd
Fellows' organizations, and his motto is "onward and upward."
WILLIAM HUNTER, farmer and stock-raiser P. 0. Ansonia another of
the old residents of Darke Co.
born in Greenville Township April 26, 1831
he
was the oldest son of William F. Hunter, who was born in Warren Co., Ohio, Jan.
2. 1801
he was one of the early settlers of Darke Co., locating here about the
year 1825 he was married in Darke Co. to Elizabeth Earheart she was born in
Virginia April 14, 1804, and came to Darke Co. with her parents when quite
young, making the journey on horseback.
They were the parents of three
sons and four daughters, of whom all are living but one son.
Mr. Hunter
died
Sept. 26, 1840.
Mrs. Hunter died
May 11, 1853. upon the old
homestead
William Hunter has lived upon the homestead and upon
the place where he was born for nearly half a century, his mother making her home with him until her decease the log house in which all the family
was born is now standing upon the place where it has stood for a period of
fifty years.
The nuptials of William Hunter and Mary Shultz were celebrated
June 15, 1854: she was born in Dauphin Co., Penn., July 1, 1834; she was a
daughter of George Shultz, who emigrated from Pennsylvania to Warren Co., and
then to Darke Co., about the year 1846
the children of William and Mary (Shultz)
Hunter were nine in number, of whom eight are now living, viz., Thomas H.,
William S.. Charles E.. Edmond A., Mary E.. John I., Prudence 0., David D. the
deceased, Ada, died April 22, 1877.
DANIEL JAMISON, manufacturer of and dealer in brick; P.O. Greenville
the subject of this memoir was born in Darke Co., Sept. 8, 1849, where
he has since resided, and where he obtained a common-school education, and
at the age of 21 commenced life for himself, and has since, by his own exertion,
accumulated a liberal amount of means for a person of his age.
LEWIS E. JONES, Presbyterian minister, Sec. 4. The subject of this
sketch was born in Cardiganshire. Great Britain, March 23. 1834; he was engaged
in the manufacture of iron at Merthyr Tydvyl until 20 years of age, when he emigrated to America, landing in New York May 17, 1855; he received a good
to

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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common-school education in Great Britain; his preparatory education being received
at the Herron Seminary, at Cincinnati, he entered the Ohio Wesleyan University,
at Delaware, Ohio, in 1859, pursuing his studies here until the spring of 1861, and,
in the fall of the same year, he entered the Lane Theological Seminary at Cincinhe then presided as Pastor over the Presnati, from which he graduated in 1864
;

byterian Church of Greenville, for one year, during which time he united the Old
and New School Presbyterian Churches b}~ his efforts. During the fall of 1864
and the early part of the winter of 1865, he was upon the battle-fields of Tennessee,
administering to the wants of our Union patriots, having been appointed b} the
In the spring of 1865, he was selected, in response to the
Christian Commission.
call of President Johnson, to preach a sermon to a union of churches at GreenFrom 1865 to
ville, in commemoration of the death of the lamented Lincoln.
then three
1867, he presided over the Presbyterian Church at Tippecanoe City
thence to Edgar
years at Rising Sun, Ind. thence to Reynoldsburg until 1861
Co., 111., where he remained until 1876, when he returned to his present place, and.
on account of ill health, retired from the ministry until the spring of 1878, when
he accepted a call as Pastor of State supply of the Presbyterian Church at Gettysburg, which position he now holds. Upon locating here in 1865, he possessed very
His residence is located one and onelittle property, save his valuable library.
fourth miles from Greenville.
On the 20th of September, 1865, he was united in
marriage with Amanda Griffin she was born in Butler Co., Ohio, Feb. 14, 1836
she is the oldest daughter of David Griffin, who located in Darke Co. in 1856.
JUDY, attorney at law, Greenville. The subject of this biography
was born in a rude log cabin on the farm of his grandfather Isaac Wilson, about
seven miles west of Springfield, Clark Co., Ohio, on Dec. 7, 1851 he is the second
son of Samuel H. and Lydia Judy, who were the parents of eleven children, seven
of whom are living while on the farm, our subject was sent to school as much as
his parents, though in limited
his tender years and delicate health would permit
circum stances, decided that the education for the children was of more importance
than getting money, and in 1860 moved to the village of Enon, two miles distant,
where the schools were convenient and better here young Judy availed himself of
school privileges as much as possible considering his rather feeble constitution,
devoting a goodly portion of his time during vacation to his books in 1864, his
father felt obliged to return to the farm where young Judy's services were required
he had, however, acquired a thirst
in the duties incidental to boyhood's farm life
for knowledge, and not believing himself designed for husbandry, he, in compnny
with his elder brother, Benj. F. Judy, returned to Enon and arranged with the
Board of Education to again attend school, which he did during the school session,
during the summer seaalso studying nights and mornings, besides doing chores
son, he would raise truck, the proceeds from the sale of which he bought books
and paid tuition as he grew older, his health improved, and his desire for knowledge increased, so much so that he would take his book to the field and study
during the moments of resting from his labors in the spring of 1868, his parents
moved to Greenville, near which place they now reside, bringing young Judy with
them here he entered the public schools, and in 1869, was granted a teacher's
certificate
at this time, the desire of his life to become a lawyer impelled him to
begin the study of law, which he did under Judge Wm. Allen, of Greenville, though
only at such times as he could spare from his other labors, which latter were
required in obtaining a livelihood during the winter of 1869 and spring of 1870,
he taught a school about two miles north of Greenville, continuing the study of
law during his otherwise leisure hours at the close of his school, he went on the
farm, raised corn and fattened hogs in 1 870, he engaged with Alexander Wilson, a
cousin, of Madison Co. to feed cattle
in 1871, he was taken into partnership with
Mr. Wilson in stock-dealing, which was continued until 1872, thereby making sufficient money to pay for a course in law at the university at Ann Arbor, Mich.,
which institution he entered and graduated on the 24th of March. 1875 he was
r
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;

;

:

;
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to the bar to practice in Ohio, and shortly thereafter entered
into partnership with Michael Spayd, deceased, and continued in practiee with him

soon after admitted

of 1875, when the partnership was dissolved, and he went South,
South was not the part
of the United States in which he desired to locate for the purpose of practicing
law. returned to Greenville in the spring of 1876
after returning, he managed an
his parents then
important lawsuit for his parents, in which he was successful
moving to Bradford Junction, he went with them. and. while there, made no effort
to procure business in his profession, but as it became known that he was a disciple of Blackstone, a demand was soon made for his services, and he did quite an
extensive business during the year or more he remained, though he opened no
in 1877, he with his parents returned to the farm near Greenville, and soon
office
after he opened an office in the latter city, where he has since been practicing. On
Feb. 27. 1879, he was married at Ansonia by Rev. Colgan, a M. E. minister,
to Lilly May Bertch. youngest child and daughter of Dr. Daniel and Almira Bertch,
formerly of Auglaize Co.
In the month of February. 1880. he and his wife united
themselves with the Christian Church of Greenville.
was born in Baden.
J. C. KATZENBERGER, retired; P.O.Greenville;
Germany, July 23. 1828 he received a good education in his native country, and
graduated from the College of Baden he, with his father and brothers, was in
the revolution of 1848, after which he came to America, landing in New York in
1850 in August of the same year, he located in this township, and for two years
was engaged in farming
in 1852, he purchased an interest in the Greenville
Brewery two yeai's later, he purchased his partner's interest, and successfully
followed the above business until 1868, at which date he disposed of his interest
and purchased his present place he has 113 acres, located one mile from Greenville, under a good state of cultivation
his brick bank barn was erected by him
in 1 873, at a cost of upward of $4,000, and is probably the best barn in Darke
He is a strong Republican, and is the first German ever nominated for office
Co.
on the county ticket. On the 3d of September, 1854. he was united in marriage
they have ten
with Kate Ashman she was born in this township June 15. 1837
Ella J.. Dec. 21,
children now living, viz.. Augustus EL, born Aug. 18. 1856
1859; Anna C, Jan. 6. 1862 f Leopold H.. Feb. 15. 1866; Albert R.. Feb. 16.
1868; Louisa >I., March 10, 1870; Joseph C. Aug. 10, 1872; Ona M.. Jan. 18,
Mrs. KatzenL875 Oscar S.. March 8. 1877, and an infant born March 6, 1879.
berger is a daughter of Peter Ashman, who was one of the earlv pioneers of
the

until

fall

visiting several of the southern cities, but concluding the

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

Darke Co.
A. KATZENBERGER, of the firm of Katzenberger Brothers,
and hunting tackle a specialty, Greenville. The gentleman whose
name heads this sketch was born in Germany June 13. 1830. and is a son of
Joseph and Margaret Katzenberger, natives of the same place his father was
his mother was born in 1798, and
born Aug. 27, 1788, and died Dec. 12. 1852
departed this life in 1872. Our subject emigrated to America in 1850. landing in
New York, after a tedious voyage of forty-seven days he arrived in Greenville
Aug. 24. 1850, and settled on a farm in Greenville Township, when' he remained
for three years, when, tiring of rural pursuits, he engaged with John Hufthagle as
salesman, which position he held for three months, when he embarked in business
for himself July 27. 1853
in 1858, he visited his native place, and. after spending a short time among relatives and friends, and looking over the scenes of his
youth, he departed for his adopted home. Charles L., member of the above firm, was
born in Germany .March 14, 1834 he emigrated to America in 1854, and, after a long
and wearisome voyage of sixty-three days, reached the docks of New York; upon
landing, he came directly to Greenville, where he was employed by his brother as
salesman till lSiil
he then became a partner of his brother Joseph, and together
diil business for seven years, when he became a partner with Andy Weinbreicht,
selling out, he
in the grocery business, which partnership existed three years

GUSTAVUS

grocers, fishing

;

;

;

:

;

;

:
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entered into a partnership with his brother Gustavus, which constitutes the presHis marriage with Elizabeth Ashman was celebrated in 1862, and to
ent firm.
the latter is deceased
George and Mary
their union two children were given
Mr. K. has made three trips to his native
Mrs. K. departed this life in 1868.
land—the first in 1857. the second in 1868. and the third in 1877 thus he has

—

;

;

;

crossed the ocean seven times.
born in Cleveland,
P. 0. Greenville
J. F. KAUFFMAN, farmer. Sec. 11
He was a son of John P. Kauffman, who was born in GerOhio. Oct. 12, 1830.
many May 14. 1790, and emigrated to America in 1830, and located in Cleveland
then to Columbus, and from there to Warren and Greene Cos., and in 1863 or
1864, came to Darke Co.. and during the last three years of his life lived with his
son.
He died March 15, 1878. He was married in Germany to Catherine M.
Klineburgh. She was born Feb. 10, 1793; she died March 12, 1859. The subject of this sketch lived with his father until 21 years of age. when he commenced
for himself, and, in 1862, came to Darke Co. and purchased his present place of 80
His marriage with Rachel H. Stewart was celeacres, where he has since lived.
She died March 8, 1865. They had two children, Isaiah,
brated Nov. 17, 1853.
Ida Bell, born Feb. 21, 1862, now living
born Oct, 24. 1857. and died in infancy
:

;

;

:

at

home.

KEMPER. Catholic priest, Greenville was born in Prussia on
1851, and is a son of John and Catherine Kemper, natives of the
same place. His father died in Germany, in 1856. His mother at present resides
Our subject attended school two years, in Bardstown, Ky.; thence to
in Dayton.
the St. Mary's Seminary in Cincinnati, for some time thence to Einsbrook for
thence to Rome for one year, where he finished his collegiate course,
three years
and returned to Cincinnati, and was employed as teacher in the St. Mary's Seminary
He came to Greenville in August. 1877, and has charge of the
for two years.

CHARLES

the Rhine, July

F.

;

6,

;

;

church here

— also

those in the country, and

is

a gentleman of ability and refine-

ment.

K. KERLIN. retired. Greenville born in Wayne Co., Ind., March
a son of Elijah and Malinda (Sands) Kerlin. both natives of Washington Co.. East Tenn.; they emigrated to Indiana and located in Wayne Co. in
1831 Mrs. Kerlin died September, 1879. Mr. Kerlin now resides in the same
township where he located in 1831. They raised a family of eleven children, eight
now living. Our subject, the second son. assisted his father in farming until he
attained his majoritv. Upon the 1st of December, 1853, was united in marriage with
Hannah B. Jefferis": she was born in Wayne Co., Ind., Nov. 28, 1830. They were
the parents of eleven childi-en, of whom ten now survive, viz., Anna E., Emma,
Mr. KerOscar, Mary B., John D., William L., Edwin, Carrie, James and Elijah.
lin continued farming in Wayne Co., Ind., until March, 1865, when he came to Harrison Township. Darke Co.. continuing the same occupation until 1870, when he
removed to Greenville, where he has since lived during his residence in Harrison
Township, he held the office of Justice of the Peace two terms, and one term in
Greenville was Deputy County Treasurer from 1871 to 1875 was elected County
Treasurer in 1874 re-elected in 1876, by a majority of upward of nine hundred,
during his term of office he handled upward of $2,000,largely leading his ticket
000 of the public funds, and so satisfactory was his administration that the press
of both parties were unanimous in their approval of the same. Mr. Kerlin is a
strong leader of his party, and has probably done as much or more in controlling
the political affairs of the past ten years, than any man in Darke Co.
SOLOMON KESTER. merchant. Greenville. Among the most enterprising
merchants of Greenville, we take pleasure in according the above gentleman a
He was born in German Township, Darke Co.. Nov. 10,
place in the front ranks.
1839, and is a son of George Kester, whose sketch also appears in another part of
this work.
Our subject assisted his father upon the farm until 1 6 years of age,

WILLIAM

2,

1832. and

;

is

;

;

;

;

;

;

when he began farming

for himself,

and successfully followed the same until 1871,
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which date he embarked in the mercantile business in Palestine, continuing the
same successfully until February, 1880, when he located in the city of Greenville,
with one of the largest and best-selected stocks of goods ever brought to this town.
With the well-known enterprise of Mr. Kester, his large stock, pleasing, attentive
and obliging clerks, we predict for the above firm the largest annual sides of any
firm in the dry goods trade in Darke Co.; he is now located in the store formerly
at

& Hart a card of his business appears in the business direcHis marriage with .Mary A.
tory of Greenville, in another part of this work.
George Y. and Roxy.
they have two children
Lease was celebrated in 1863
could hardly do
KIPP, druggist and pharmacist, Greenville.
justice to the business intei'ests of Greenville, without devoting a brief space of
this work to the gentleman whose name heads this sketch.
He was born in the
kingdom of Wurtemberg. Germany, April 13, 1882. where he received a liberal
When 20
education, attending school continuously from ti to 14 years of age.
years of age. he emigrated to America, landing in New York September. 1 851, making
the trip from Antwerp in twenty-three days, in a sailing vessel
he then came to
Cincinnati, and was employed on the railroad some four months, and in the spring
of 1858 came to Dayton; in September of the same year, came to Greenville,
where he has since lived: upon arriving here, his capital consisted of 60 cents;
after following the business of tonsorial artist two years, he associated with Conrad Shively in the drug business, under the firm name of Shively & Kipp. continoccupied by Wilson

;

—

;

WILLIAM

We

:

uing the same until 1872, when the death of Mr. S. occurred, since which time Mr.
Kipp has continued the business alone he keeps a full and complete line of such
goods as are to be found only in first-class drug stores a card of his business is
to be found in the business directory of i reenville, in another part of this work. His
marriage with Barbara C. Rich was celebrated in the spring of 1857 she was born in
VVurternberg, Germany, in 1884
they were the parents of eight children, of whom
two :.re deceased the living are Emma, Bertha. Conrad. August. William and
;

;

(

;

;

;

Edward.

ALBERT KLEE, butcher. Third street, west of Broadway. Creenville born
Prussia July 7. 1848. where he received a good education in German, until 14
years of age. after which he assisted his father in agricultural pursuits three years
at 17 years of age, he commenced the trade of butcher, serving two and a half
years.
In 1872. he came to America and followed his trade in Indianapolis. Chicago and St. Louis, until 1877, at which date he came to Greenville, and engaged
in the butchers business, and in the fall of bS7!» he located on Third street, where
he has since continued.
In the spring of 1879, he associated with his present
partner, under the firm name of Albert Klee & Co.. his present partner being
;

in

;

George Buchy.

Among
A. J. KLINGER, miller and dealer in grain and seeds. Greenville.
the old settlers of Darke Co.. we are pleased to give this gentleman more than a
passing notice.
He was born in Preble Co. in 1830, and. with his mother, came to
Darke Co. and located in Monroe Township in 1888 at 18 years of age. he. with
an older brother, engaged in the merchandise trade, continuing the same some two
years
then, for a short time, at Ithaca, and. upon the completion of the I). & C.
R. R.. located at Gordon, and was the first grain merchant as well as among the
first merchants of the town
after icing engaged in Gordon some live years, he
disposed of his grain and merchandise interest, removed to Ithaca and followed
farming two years he then purchased the Ithaca Mill, running the same five years
then one year at Winchester. End.
in the fall of 1867, he removed to Arcanum.
where he followed milling until 1871. at which date he came to Greenville, and. in
lS7ti. purchased his present business property, remodeled and enlarged the same,
placing in the most improved machinery and now has a mill of a capacity of fifty
he is also largely engaged in buying and shipping grain to the
barrels per day
His marriage with Caroline Werts was celebrated in 1857
Eastern markets.
she
is
daughter of Peter Werts. one of the early pioneers of Darke Co.; they are
;

;

1

:

;

;

:

:

;

:i
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the parents of three sons and Ave daughters,
Almy S., Cora, D. 0., Watson J. and Peter W.

Sarah

viz.,

Delia

E..

F.,

Laura,

P. O. Greenville
farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 19
he was born in
in Darke Co. in an early day
Miami Co., Ohio, Feb. 9, 1824 he was a son of William Knick, who was born in
until his
Virginia, and came to Miami Co. at an early day and followed farming
he was married, in Virginia, to Rachel Armdecease, which occurred in 1850
strong she was also born in Virginia, and died in Miami Co. in 1868 the gentleman whose name heads this sketch assisted his father in farming until 28 years of
cattle, crossed
age, when, in 1852, he, with ox teams, taking with him 116 head of
and
the Rocky Mountains at North Pass arrived in Stockton Valley after a long
at
six
years
spent
he
California,
in
days
six
and
months
tedious journey of five
he then returned to Ohio, and, in 1859, came
mining, and met with fair success
has added
to Darke Co. and purchased 80 acres of his present place, to which he
by purchase until he now owns upward of 220 acres, under a good state of cultisecured
vation, with two good sets of farm buildings, nearly all of which he has
in
celebrated
was
Ashman
Magdalena
with
marriage
His
by his own exertions.
Miami Co. Feb. 16, 1860 she was born in Darke Co., Sec. 19, Greenville Townshe died March 27, 1873, leaving seven children, viz:
ship. April 24, 1841
James, August 28, 1863
John. May 6, 1862
Thomas, born Feb. 16, 1861
Eliza J., May 8, 1869, died
Magdalena M., July 5, 1867
Charles, Sept. 9, 1865
Laura Bell, born May 6, 1871. He gives his whole attention to
April 16, 1873
raising stock, corn and wheat, and is now engaged in farming all his land.
CHRISTIAN KNODERER, butcher, Greenville; born in Baden, Germany,
Aug. 5, 1820 he received a good education in German, French and Latin, and, at
18 years of age. was apprenticed to learn the butcher's trade, and, after two years,
he served four years in different countries at his trade he then started the same
business for himself in Emendingers. Germany, following the same until 1848,
and he served in the revolution of 1848-49 he was taken prisoner, and, after two
months' imprisonment, emigrated to America, landing at New York July 4, 1850
he then followed farming two years in Pennsylvania, thence coming to Illinois,
where he worked some nine months he came to Ohio and settled in Darke Co. in
Greenville
1856, and farmed in Wayne Township six years, and, in 1862, came to
and engaged in the butchering business, which he has since successfully followed.
He was Township Treasurer of Greenville Township for the year 1876. His marshe was also a native of
riage with Catherine Kern was celebrated in 1854
Baden born in 1826 they have no children.

JAMES

K.

KNICK,

the subject of this

;

;

memoir located

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

cashier of the Exchange
P. O. Greenville
the subject of this memoir is a native of Ohio, and was born
in Clermont Co., upon the 14th of December, 1846, and is a son of Dr. ZachariahM.
Lansdowne. who was born in Kentucky, but when quite young removed to Clermont Co., Ohio, where he married Mary Gray Hoover, a native of the above
county by this union there were eight' children, our subject being the second

JAMES

Bank

M.

LANSDOWNE

of Greenville

:

;

;

;

about the year 1850, the family removed to Cincinnati, and
child and only son
where the Doctor followed his profession until 1876.
Greenville,
to
in 1855 came
Mrs. Lansdowne
at which date he removed to Kansas, where he has since lived
of the children, four are also deceased James M. was educated at
died in 1871
in 1864. he enlisted in
the public schools, and one year at Antioch College
the 152d O. N. G., and participated fully in the short but active engagements of
the above regiment returning from the war, he followed clerical pursuits in the
express and°ticket office until 1869, when he accepted his present position as
;

;

;

;

;

;

upon the 26th of
Cashier of the Greenville Exchange Bank, which he now holds
she was born in
Knox
Elizabeth
with
marriage
in
united
was
September, 1876, he
they have one child by this union. John Knox LansGreenville Dec. 21, 1851
downe Mrs. L. is the only daughter of John Riley Knox, a prominent lawyer of
;

;

;

;

Greenville.

r,

°*
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MARTIN W. LAURIMORE,

City Marshal. Greenville born in the city of
Aug. 16, 1842, and is a son of William and Malinda (Martin) Launmore
William was born in Allegheny Co.. Pcnn.. Nov. 30 1805
Malinda Martin was born April 3, 1811. Mr. L. came to Greenville in 1822
and
engaged in the hotel business, keeping the first tavern in the place, located
on
Main street, just west of the city square, and known as the old Loo- Cabin
House
he was engaged in this business several years he was then engaged in
the drygoods trade several years
subsequently he was elected Justice of the Peace
which position he held sixteen years, and until he declined to serve
longer on
account of failing health he died in November. 1863. Mrs. L. having
deceased
March 31, 1855 they were the parents of nine sons and live daughtersTof
whom
seven sons and two daughters now survive our subject was educated in
the schools of
Greenville, and at 15 years of age commenced the trade of printer,
serving two and a
half years. He responded to the first call of President Lincoln for
troops^at the commencement of the late rebellion, and upon the 16th of April, 1861, enlisted in the
11th
0. V. I., for three months
he then re-enlisted in the 34th 0. V. I., Col. Piatt's
Zouaves, for three years, and served through West Virginia and Maryland,
participating in the campaigns of the Shenandoah Valley, being in twenty-four
different
engagements was mustered out of service Sept 16, 1864, having served in the
Union
army three years and four months he then returned to Greenville and engaoed
in
various pursuits until April 1, 1878, when he was elected
City Marshal which
office he now holds.
Upon the 7th of May, 1866, he was united in marriage with
Mary E. Vance; she was born in West Alexandria, Preble Co.. Ohio. Aug 22
1839 they have three children— Estella B., Frank and Nellie.
JACOB E. LEAS, merchant, Greenville another of the old settlers of
Darke Co., born in Preble Co., Ohio, Nov. 5, 1840 he is a son of Jesse
Leas who
;

Greenville,

Darke

Co.,

•

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

came

to

Darke

1843, and located in Sampson
he died in Palestine in
March, 1861 he was married, in Preble Co., to Sarah A. Cresler. who
is now living
in German Township.
The subject of our sketch followed clerking in the merchandise store of his father until the death of the latter.
On the 16th of October
1861, he enlisted as private in the 69th O. V. I., and soon after was at the
front'
fighting for the preservation of the Union and the honor
of our glorious tlao- he
was in the battles of Stone River, Chickamauga, Buzzards' Roost. Resaca
Kenesaw
Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, siege and capture of Atlanta, with Sherman
on his
march through Georgia to the sea, thence north through the Carolinas
and with
Sherman when Johnston surrendered, thence through "Richmond to
Washington
when, after the grand review of the army, he went to Louisville and
received his
discharge, in August, 1865, having served in the Union army
nearly four years.
After serving his first term of enlistment, he returned with his
regiment, Feb 27
1864, and remained in service until the close of the war, passing through
various
grades of promotion, and was mustered out of service as Captain
of Co. A
He
then returned to Darke Co. and followed merchandising at
Greenville, Jaysville
and Palestine (with the exception of a short residence in Indiana)
until April,
1871. when he came to Ansonia and followed the merchandise trade
for a short
time.
In 1874, he received the appointment of Postmaster.
Upon the locating
of the well-known house of Sol. Kester at
Greenville, Feb. 1. 1880, Mr. Leas
resigned his official position as Postmaster at Ansonia, and
associated with the
above firm, where he may always be found, ready and willing to
attend to the
wants of his many warm friends. His marriage with Rebecca Duke was
celebrated
Sept. 19, 1867
they have three children now living, viz.. Russell D Bertha J
Co., in

;

;

;

and

Blair.

^JVI FRANKLIN LIMBERT,
n
Co., Ohio, Sept.
1854 his

lawyer. Greenville was born in Montgomery
Lewis Limbert, was born in Mifflin Co. Penn
in 1814, but was reared in Montgomery Co.,
Ohio, where he married Sarah E.
Ilinsey in 1835.
Our subject, after the usual common-school course, in the sprinoof 1870 entered the Miami Commercial College at Dayton
in 1871. he secured a
4,

;

;

father,

;
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position as book-keeper; afterward, he became a teacher, and, in 1873, he entered
he entered upon the study of law with C. M.
the normal school at Lebanon
Anderson, in 1876, and, in 1877. was admitted to practice, and at once commenced
practice in Greenville.
LONGENECKER, farmer and carpenter, Sec. 1 P. 0. Pikeville
another old settler of Darke County; born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Feb. 12,
1 830
he is of German descent, his grandfather being one of four brothers who
came from Germany and located in Pennsylvania the father of John was Samuel
Longenecker, who was born in Dauphin Co., Penn., April 5, 1789, and emigrated to
Warren Co., about the year 1821, and, six years later, located in Montgomery Co.,
and, in 1840, came to Darke Co. and settled in Richland Township, and followed
cabinet-making and undertaking until his death, which occurred Sept. 14. 1842
he was married in Dauphin Co., Penn.. to Anna Shank, who was born in the same
county Nov. 19, 1790
they were the parents of ten children, of whom five are
now living Mrs. S. died in Richland Township Dec. 5, 1847. The subject of this
memoir came to Darke Co. with his parents, and while his father followed his
trade, his sons did the labor on the farm, John remaining with him during his lifetime
after the death of his father, he removed to Beamsville and followed the
trade of cabinet-making three years, and, in 1865, he commenced the carpenter
his buildings extended
business, and, until 1877, gave this his exclusive attention
over all of the northern townships, and among his contracts were some additions
to the county infirmary
without serving any apprenticeship at the trade, he has
been one of the most successful contractors, and probably no man in the county
has erected more farm buildings than Mr. Longenecker in 1864, he located on his
present place, where he has since lived
he has 65 acres in his home farm, all
his first wife
under a good state of improvement. He has been twice married
was Letina Hblloway, who died without issue. His marriage with Elizabeth Beem
they have three chilwas celebrated Sept. 30, 1855
she was born Oct. 4, 1834
;

JOHN

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

dren

— Franklin, born

;

Nov. 28, 1857

;

;

Harry, March

6,

1863

Theodore, June

;

5.

1867.

LOUIS

LOTT,

farmer, Sec. 19
P, O. Greenville.
farmer and brick manufacturer, Sec. 24 P. O. Greenville
one of the oldest settlers of Darke Co., born in Frederick Co., Md., May 30, 1833.
He was a son of David Ludy, who was born in the above county and State in 1803.
He was married in Marjdand to Mary Burns. She was born in Ireland in 1834.
and emigrated to America with her parents in infancy. David Ludy and family
came to Ohio in 1838, landing in Dayton June 1. and in Miami Co., the same year,
where the decease of Mrs. Ludy occurred in November, 1852. Mr. Ludy came to
Darke Co. in 1875, where his decease occurred in October, 1 876. The subject of this
sketch resided in Miami Co. and engaged in agricultural pursuits until Oct. 8,
She was born in
1856, when he was united in marriage with Christina Guntrum.
Pennsylvania in 1833, and was a daughter of John Guntrum, who came to Darke
The children of Samuel and Christina Guntrum Ludy were four in
Co. in 1837.
number William, David, Rebecca and Samuel. Upon the marriage of Mr. Lud}\
he came to Darke Co. and located upon his present place, where he has lived for a
period of twenty-three years.
He has 37 acres of land, with good farm buildings,
He is
his brick residence being the second-best farm residence in the township.
largely engaged in manufacturing brick of superior quality, his yard turning out
A card of his busiin a single season upward of ten hundred and fifty thousand.
ness will be found in the business directory of Greenville, in another part of this
work.
Mr. Ludy is now serving his second year as Township Trustee of the township in which he lives.
DR. ELIJAH LYNCH, physician and surgeon, Greenville. Among the old
settlers of Darke Co.. we take pleasure in giving the gentlemen whose name heads
this sketch a place in the front ranks of his profession
he was born in Warren
Co., Ohio. Sept. 25. 1809, and was a son of Isaiah and Charity (Hasket) Lynch.
B.

;

SAMUEL LUDY,

;

—

;

;
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both natives of South Carolina they came to Ohio in 1805. and settled in Warren Co.; Mr. Lynch was of Welsh descent, and was born in South Carolina in
1709. and died in Warren Co., Ohio, in 1814
Mrs. Lynch was of English descent,
born in South Carolina in 1799, and died March 11. 1848. in Butler Co., Ohio.
The subject of our sketch obtained his general education in the Quaker schools,
and, in 1834, commenced the study of medicine with Dr. Charters, of Waynesville,
Ohio, with whom he remained two years, after which he studied two years with
Dr. Thomas, of Sydney, and graduated from the Ohio Medical College in 1848
in 1845, he first located in Darke Co., and commenced the practice of medicine in
Palestine, and, in 1849, located in Greenville, where he has since successfully followed his profession for a period of upward of thirty years, and is, consequently,
one of the oldest continuous practitioners of the county. His marriage with
;

;

;

Mary O'Brien was celebrated in 1832 she was born in Vermont Maj- 15, 1811
they were the parents of eight children, of whom three are deceased
the living
are Rebecca, now Mrs. Dr. Woods, of Van Wert; William, now practicing medicine in Shanesville. Ohio
Isaac, in the jewelry trade at Greenville, and Mary and
Ida. living at home
of the deceased, Thomas died at 11 years of age
Sarah died
at U> years of age
Charles grew to manhood, and at his death left a widow and
thi'ee children now living at Lima. Ohio
he was a resident of Indianapolis until
his decease, and occupied the position of general ticket agent of the Indianapolis,
Peru & Chicago Railroad.
M. McDANIEL, Greenville, firm of McDaniel & Son, manufacturers and
dealers in furniture.
Greenville, like most cities of its size, has its representative
men in nearly eveiy branch of trade, and to the above firm must be accorded the
honor of being the leading firm in this line in Darke Co. M. McDaniel was born
in Medina Co., Ohio, Aug. 15, 1836
the early part of his life was passed in Putnam Co.. where he received a fair education in the common schools. In 1854, he
located in Troy, Miami Co., where he completed the trade of cabinet-making, with
Joel T. Thompson, who was one of the early pioneers of Darke Co.; he continued
in Mr. Thompson's employ three }^ears, when he associated with James W. Hickison, and purchased his employer's interest and continued the furniture business,
under the firm name of Hickison & McDaniel. until the fall of 1860, when he sold
out to his partner, and after a short residence in Lima, Ohio, enlisted, Aug. 12, 1862, in
the 94th 0. V. I., and went forward to battle for the Union he was in many severe
engagements, among which were Perryville, Stone River, Chickamauga, Hoover's
Gap, Tullahoma, Lookout Mountain, Missionary' Ridge, Ringgold, Buzzard Roost, Resaca,Dallas, Peach Tree Creek and all through the siege and capture of Atlanta.during
which time he was actively engaged for eighty-four days in succession, and was with
Sherman on his march through Georgia to the sea, through the Carolinas, and was
with Sherman at the surrender of Johnston thence north through Richmond to
Washington, where, after the grand review of the army, he was forwarded to Columbus, mustered out of service, and received his discharge on June 14, 1865,
having served in the Union army nearly three years. Upon receiving his discharge,
he returned to Troy and followed his trade five years, and in 1871 came to Greenville,
and for four years was foreman of Turpen & Co.'s furniture factoiy. and in 1874
purchased the furniture store of Turpen & Auld, since which time he has continued the business under the above firm name.
His marriage was celebrated with
Nancy E. Mickfall Dec. 1, 1859 she died Dec. 14, 1879 they were the parents
of three children, of whom two died in infancy the living, William A. J., is now
junior member of the above firm.
Mr. McDaniel has been a member of tne Baptist Church since 1865, and became a member of Center Lodge. No. 272. of Troy,
in 1860. and in 1874 affiliated with the Greenville Lodge, No. 195, and is also a
member of Greenville Encampment, No. 90.
McEOWEN, retired farmer. Greenville among the
old settlers of Darke Co.. Ohio
the gentleman whose name heads this sketch is
awarded a place in the front ranks
he was born in Somerset Co., N. J., Oct. 2,
;

;

;

;

;

;
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he was a son of Alexander McEowen, who was born in the above State
1810
Nov. 29, 1778 he married his second wife, Alada Hageman, in November. 1808
they were the parents of seven children by this
she was born in New Jersey
union, of whom the subject of this sketch'and Henry H. now survive
Henry was
born Jul}7 21, 1823, and is now living in Allen Township, Darke Co. their father
was one of the patriots of the war of 1812, and was also one of the minute-men
of the Northwest Territory, and served under Gen. Wayne in this State he was
married three times, and was the father of eleven children, of whom only three
now survive Mr. McEowen died Dec. 12, 1863, aged 85 years Mrs. McEowen
died Aug. 22, 1830. The subject of this memoir came to Ohio with his parents in
1822, and located in Warren Co., where he followed farming until 1844, when he
came to Darke Co., and, after a residence of ten years iu Twin Township, during
which time he cleared a farm of 90 acres, he came to Greenville Township and
purchased his present place in 1854, where he has since lived he now has in his
home farm 225 acres under a good state of cultivation, with good farm buildings,
located two and one-half miles east from Greenville, nearly all of which he has
secured by his own hard labor and correct business habits, in which he has been
nobly assisted by his amiable wife, to whom he was married March 14, 1839 she
was born in Warren Co., Ohio, Dec. 17, 1810 they have no children of their own,
but have taken and partially raised several until sufficiently old to be self-supportMr. McEowen continued farming until 1878, when he rented his farm and
ing.
retired from active labor.
He was formerlj* an Old Line Whig, but joined the
Republican party upon its organization, and since that time he has ardently
labored for the support of the same. Mr. and Mrs. McEowen have been members
of the Presbyterian Church many years. They have traveled the path of life
together for a period of forty years, and now, in their declining years, find that
comfort and consolation in the Bible which onlv falls to the lot of true Christians.
;

;

;

;

;
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;

WASHINGTON

McGINNIS, contractor and builder, Greenville among the
early pioneers of Darke Co., the gentleman whose name heads this sketch is
entitled to a place in the front ranks; he was born in Washington Co., East Tenat 14 years of age, he came to Darke Co. with his parents, and
nessee, in 1812
has been a continuous resident of this county since 1826, a period of fifty-four
years, and is, consequently, among the oldest settlers of the county, as well as the
oldest representative of his business in Greenville upon locating here, he assisted
his father in agricultural pursuits until he attained his majority, and, in 1833,
came to Greenville and apprenticed himself for two years to learn the carpenter's
trade after completing the same, he worked at his trade two years, and, in 1840,
he started in business for himself at Greenville, and has for a period of forty
years been engaged at the above business. He is a Democrat in politics, but
has never been an aspirant for office, but without solicitation was nominated and
elected as one of the members of the City Council, which office he has held two
years.
Upon the 20th of January, 1841, he was united in marriage with Sarah S.
Emley she was born in Warren Co. in 1819 they have three children living by
this union, having lost two by death
the living are Lizzie, Wash and Emma.
Mrs. McGinnis was a daughter of David Emley, a native of New Jersey he died
in Warren Co., Ohio, in 1862, upward of 80 years of age.
He married Sarah
Chamberlin, also a native of New Jersey she is now living in Warren Co.. at the
advanced age of 85 years.
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

PATRICK H. MAHER, County Recorder, Greenville the subject of this
sketch was born in County Tipperary. Ireland, Jan. 29, 1845
he is a son of
James and Catherine (Fanning) Maher, who with their family emigrated to America and landed in New Orleans in 1850
they then came up the river to Cincinnati, and on the way up Patrick H. suffered the loss by death of three of his
brothers, grandfather and grandmother by cholera; he resided in Clarke and
Champaign Cos. until 1864, at which date he came to Darke Co. and engaged in
school teaching near Coletown until 1874. when he was elected Countv Recorder,
;

;

;
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Upon

the 25th of December. 1873, he was united in
they have three children by this union John F..
James E. and Catherine. Mrs. Maher is a sister of George Manix, who is also
mentioned among the biographies of Greenville Township, in this work.
G. W. MANIX, farmer and stock-raiser. Sec. 13; P. 0. Greenville born in
he came to America with his parthe County Clare, Ireland. .March 28, 1843
ents when a small boy, and came to Montgomery Co., Ohio, where the}' lived until
1858, at which date they came to Darke Co. and settled in Mississinawa Township.
The subject of this memoir resided with his parents until 21 years of age, when he
commenced life for himself, and engaged in contracting and building, and building
bridges and pikes after erecting some dwellings, he built the fine schoolhouse at
Bradford, which cost $25,000 he also built the schoolhouse at Brennan, Ohio, at
a cost of $24,000, and many dwellings in Greenville he has been largely engaged
in building pikes in Montgomery. Darke, Shelby and Miami Cos.. Ohio, and Randolph Co., Ind.; he has, probably, built more miles of pike than any man of his
age in Darke Co., and has emploj'ed as high as 150 teams at a time, and has
In March, 1875. he located upon his presentreceived as high as $4,000 per mile.
place, which contains 103 acres, and is one of the oldest improved farms of Greenhe has the oldest cedar- tree in Darke Co.; he also has in his yard three
ville
He is now devoting his attention
mineral springs, of an entirely different nature.
He was united in marriage with Emma J. Reagan
to farming and stock-raising.
on the 11th of December. 1867 she was born in Darke Co., Ohio, April 19, 1846,
and died Nov. 6, 1877, leaving five children living (having lost one by death), viz.:
James, born Feb. 26, 1869 Annie, Sept. 28, 1870 George W., March 20, 1872
Dennis E., in December, 1873 John, Nov. 12, 1875 Walter, the deceased, died
His marriage with Margaret Lynch was celebrated May 20, 1879
in infancy.
office he now holds.
marriage with Ellen Manix

which
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she was born in Greenville, Darke Co., in 1858.
The subject of this memoir was born in Adams
(deceased).
JOHN
he was a son of Peter Mark, a native of Pennsylvania,
Co., Penn., May 14, 1809
who lived and died in the place of his nativity. Our subject was raised on a farm,
and assisted his father until his marriage which took place in Pennsylvania with
Mary Wirtz in 1830 he followed farming in the above place until 1834, when he
removed to Darke Co. and settled on the place where his widowed wife and children now reside his land was in the wild woods, but Mr. Mark had the material
to overcome the difficulties of a pioneer life, and cleared his farm and made a good
home which offered him much enjoyment and comfort in his declining years his
she was born March 2, 1807 they
wife Mary departed this life July 1, 1842
were the parents of five children, of whom all are dead Mary departed this life
the same night and almost at the same hour as her father, which is a remarkable
coincidence, and, in fact, it has never fallen the duty of the writer to chronicle
such an occurrence before. He was again united in marriage with Catherine B.
Zumbum she was born July 28, 1816 her father was a native of Maryland, and
died when Mrs. Mark was quite small, aged 44 years her mother died at the
age of 69 years, and is buried in the Martin Cemetery by this marriage, Mr.
Mark had fourteen children, of whom six are now living the death messenger has
made terrible and frequent visits to this family thirteen children and a father
have been taken from earth to heaven. Mr. Mark departed this life Aug. 16.
1879; he was the parent of nineteen children, fifteen grandchildren, and seven
great-grandchildren he died in the triumph of his faith, having been a true member of the church for the greater part of his life in earl}- life he was a Presbyterian, and an elder in the church, then he connected with the Campbellites and
Mrs.
lived an exemplary life and died trusting in the promise of his Savior.
Mark has always been a good, consistent woman.
JAMES JONES MARKWITH, retired farmer, Sec. 35 P. 0. Greenville
among the early settlers of Darke Co., the gentleman whose name heads this
he was born in Hamilton Co.. Ohio. Oct. 3.
sketch takes a place in the front rank

MARK
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he is a son of John C. Markwith, who was born in Essex Co., N. J. in
1818
she
November, 1774. He was married in New Jersey to Elizabeth Muckridge
was born in the same State about the year 1786 they came to Ohio in 1810, and
located in Hamilton Co., and came to Darke Co. in 1820, and located in what is
now Van Buren Township, where he entered land, and where he lived until his
Mrs. Markwith died in 1861.
The subject
decease, which occurred Nov. 30, 1836.
of our sketch came to Darke Co. with his parents in 1820, and is consequently, one
his education was obtained in an old log schoolhouse with
of the early pioneers
stick and mud chimney, the fireplace extending across the end of the building,
he remained with
and at the same time, his eldest son attended the same school
his father until the decease of the latter, after which he remained with his mother
until April 1. 1838, when he was united in marriage with Sarah Ashley
she was
born in Ohio March 1, 1821, and died in Darke Co. Nov. 23, 1846
they were the
parents of three children, viz.: Morrison M., born Aug. 29. 1839
Elizabeth, born
Mary Jane, born t)ct. 11. 1844, died April 22,
Nov. 7, 1841, died April 7, 1843
1847.
His marriage with Barbara Brown was celebrated Oct. 24, 1847
she was
born in Wayne Co., Ind., Dec, 26, 1821 seven sons and three daughters were the
fruit of this union, all of whom are now living, viz.: Estha. born Aug. 19, 1848
Ira, born Nov. 14. 1851
James W.. born Feb. 21,
John A., born Dec. 28, 1849
Samuel M., born April 19, 1854
Andrew L., born April 26, 1856 Aaron
1853
Martha J., born April 17, 1861
Hannah B., born Nov.
F., born Sept. 23, 1858
George Abraham Lincoln, born March 6, 1866. Upon the marriage of
27, 1862
Mr. Markwith, he commenced for himself upon the old homestead, and after farming
one year, then purchased 80 acres of timber in Neave Township, for which he was
to pay $651
at this time his capital consisted of $25, and one horse
upon this
place he lived some nineteen years, during which time he had cleared some 60
acres, and, in 1857, he disposed of the above farm, purchased 176 acres in Van
Buren Township, upon which he moved and lived until 1878. when he settled upon
his present place of 26 acres
located within 40 rods of the corporation limits of
the city of Greenville.
Mr. Markwith commenced life without capital, and has
suffered the privations and hardships of frontier life, and has by his own hard labor
and correct business habits, secured a good fortune he has now 276 acres in Van
Buren Township and his home residence he is another of the self-made men of
Darke Co. He is a Republican in politics, but has never had any aspiration for
office he has taken a deep interest in the cause of religion, having been a member
of the Christian Church for a period of upward of forty years
his wife also being
a member of same church, and seven of the children also being members of different
churches.
Morrison M., being a preacher of the Gospel in the Methodist belief,
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located at Zanesville,

Logan

ROBERT MARTIN,

Co., Ohio.

Among the early pioneers
of the gentleman whose name
heads this sketch. He was born in Youngstown. Ohio, July 23, 1804 was a son
of William Martin, who was born in Pennsylvania, where he was married to Sarah
Larimore
the}* came to Darke Co. in March, 1816, and entered 60 acres upon
Mrs. Martin
Sec. 5, and located upon the same section in Greenville Township
died in July, 1816, and Mr. Martin died about the year 1864.
The subject of this
sketch located upon his present place in 1816, where he has continued to reside
for a period of sixty-four years, and is probably the oldest continual resident upon
any one section in Darke Co. he received a limited education in an old log schoolhouse with stick and mud chimney, the whole end of which was used as a fireplace the benches were made of split logs, with plank laid upon pins inserted in
holes bored in the logs of the house for writing desks
he was raised to agricultural pursuits upon the farm of his father until the 24th of April, 1828, when he
was married to Dorcas Boyd
she was born in Warren Co., Ohio, July 21, 1807.
and came to Darke Co. with her parents when 6 months old, who were among the
very earliest pioneers of this count}the children of Robert and Dorcas Martin

of Darke Co.,

farmer

we take pleasure
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P. O. Greenville.

in giving notice
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Ira. horn .March 11, L829, died June 9, L879
were twelve in number
Martha A.,
Minerva,
bora Sept. 2.",. 1830; Sarah, horn .June 27,1832, died July 30, L834
Nancy J.. Jan. 25, 1*38; William
horn May i>. L834
Emily, born Jan. 14. 1836
and Sarah (twins). Feb. 22, 1841
Hettie, born A.ug. 17. 1842, died Sept. 24, 1869;
Robert K., horn Dec. 1. 1848. and
Eliza, bora May 4. 1845, died .March 20. 1870
Mary L., born Sept. 1!). 1851. Mrs. Martin died Nov. 4, 1S77. Upon the marriage of Mr. Martin, lie commenced life for himself, and after following tanning
upon the old place for ten years, he then engaged in farming, which business he
followed until the last twenty years, during which latter time the home farm has
he was
been carried on by his son Robert K., who has always lived at home
united in marriage with Florence A. Judy Oct, 2. 1S73. who was born in Greene
they have two children Huldy Jane, born Jan. 3. 1875
Co., Ohio, Dec. 7, 1853
Clarence E., June 21. 1878.
JOHN HOLMES MARTIN, retired farmer and stock-raiser P. O. Greenanother of the early pioneers of Darke Co.. born in Trumbull Co., Ohio,
ville
June 19, 1810 when 9 years of age, he removed to Darke Co. and located in
Washington Township he was a son of William Martin, who was born in Ireland,
and came to America when an infant, with his parents, who settled in Maryland,
and removed to Pennsylvania when he was 1 5 years of age, and came to Ohio
about 1801 in 1813, he located in Butler Co.. and in 1819 came to Darke Co.,
where he was engaged in farming in Washington Township until his decease,
which occurred in the fall of 1821. Our subject lived upon the old homestead,
and was engaged in agricultural pursuits until 1856, when he purchased his preshe now owns 107 acres upon his home farm,
ent place, where he has since lived
within half a mile of Greenville, with good farm buildings, and valued at upward
he also owns 126 acres in Washington Township, which is a
of $100 per acre
part of the old homestead upon which he located sixty years ago
he also has
120 acres in Mississinawa Township he has his farms rented, and devotes his
entire attention to bu3 ing and shipping stock to Cincinnati and other markets.
Mr. Martin is entitled to a place in the front ranks of the early pioneers, being one
of the few old landmarks left who relate their experience with the Indians, the
bear, the wolf, the panther, the deer and other wild game which was to be found
in abundance.
He has taken a deep interest in the cause of religion, having been
a member of the Presbyterian Church for forty years, and was influenced to purchase his present home, in 1856, that he might have better advantages for churches
and education for his family. His marriage with Casandra Chenoweth was celebrated March 21, 1833 she was bora in Franklin Co., Ohio, in October, 1813, and
died Feb. 16, 1879 seven children were bora to them, of whom six are now living
Margaret, Elizabeth. Mary J.. William H.. Rachel, John F. and James P.;
the deceased was William H., who lost his life at Nashville while fighting for the
preservation of the Union during the late war of the rebellion.
WILLIAM MARTIN, retired. Greenville another of the early pioneers is
the above gentleman he was born in Trumbull Co., Ohio, Dec. 25. 1812, and is a
son of William and Sarah (Larimore) Martin, early pioneers of Darke Co..
of whom further mention is made in the sketch of Robert Martin
the subject of
our sketch came to Darke Co. with his parents in 1817, and settled in the east
part of this township
his early life was that of a farmer's son, his education
being limited, and was obtained in an old log schoolhouse in 1S32, he came to
Greenville and obtained employment as clerk in the merchandising business, and,
erected the first house of the place and opened
in 1835. removed to Ft. Recovery
the first merchandise store of the town, and continued in trade here until 1843, at
which date he came to Greenville and located on his present place, where he has
since lived.
His residence, which is large and commodious, was for many years
used as a hotel, and conducted as such by Mr. Martin and others.
He has been
twice married
his first wife. Barbara Adney. was a native of Gallia Co., Ohio;
she died in 1846. Leaving five children, of whom only two now survive, viz., James
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S.; his marriage with Mary M. Slaughter was celebrated in 1848 or
they were the parents of eight children by this union, of whom only Dottie, Charles S. and Lodema H. now survive.
one of
P. 0. Woodington
L. R. MARTIN, farmer and stock-raiser. Sec. 5
the old settlers of Darke Co., Ohio born in Miami Co., Ohio. Sept. 14, 1836
at 9 years of age. he removed to Indiana, near Ft. Wayne, where he resided some
he
eight years, and, in 1853, came to Darke Co., where he has since lived
remained with his father and followed carpentering and agricultural pursuits until
he attained his majority, after which he pursued his trade two years on his own
account he then engaged in clerking in the merchandise store of W. B. Mendenhall at Woodington, and. after clerking three years, was admitted as partner, and
continued the merchandise trade at this place under different firm names until
1877, when he disposed of his interest in the merchandising business, and has
since given his whole attention to farming he has 170 acres of land under a good
his brick residence, located at
state of cultivation, with good farm buildings
Woodington, was erected by him in 1874. at a cost of $2,800. His marriage with
Nancy A. Mendenhall was celebrated in 1861 she was a daughter of W. B. Mendenhall, whose sketch appears among the biographies of Brown Township in
she died in 1867, leaving one child Ida M., horn
another part of this work
they were married in June,
his second wife was Eliza A. Hine
July 31, 1862
she was born in Darke Co. in 1841 two children were born to them
1870
Maud A.. July 5, 1872, and Harry C. born Dec. 24, 1874.
SAMUEL MARTIN, Sec. 1 farmer and stock-raiser P. 0. Pikeville one
of the old settlers of Richland Township, born in Darke Co. Jan. 11, 1844; he
was a son of Sebastian Martin, who emigrated from Pennsylvania to Darke Co.
Samuel Martin was raised upon
at an early day, and located in Richland Township
the home farm until he attained his majority, when he was united in marriage
with Julia Ann Beanblossom May 29, 1864 she was born in Darke Co. They
have three children now living, having lost one in infancy the living are Franklin
Mary C, Oct, 7, 1867 Viola G., Nov. 8, 1873. Upon the
M., born May 3, 1865
marriage of Mr. Martin he commenced farming, and the same year went to
Nebraska, where he followed butchering one year, and returned in the fall of 1865
to Darke Co., and engaged in farming in Jackson Township, where he remained
until 1872, when he located upon his present place, where he has since lived he has
50 acres in his home farm with good farm buildings and under a good state of culhe also followed thrashing for six 3r ears, and operated the first steam
tivation
Mrs. Martin is a daughter of David Beanthrasher ever run in Darke Co.
blossom, one of the pioneers of Darke Co., whose biography appears among the
sketches of this township.
JOHN HERSHEY MARTIN, County Clerk, Greenville; born in Adams
Township, Darke Co., Nov. 29, 1844 he was a son of Jacob W. and Maria (HerAdams Township and Gettysburg
shey) Martin, who located here in 1832
received their names through the father of Mrs. Martin, who was formerly from
Adams Co., Penn.; Jacob Martin was in the merchandise trade at Gettysburg,
Adams Township, until his decease, which occurred in April. 1876 his widow
survives him, and lives in Gettysburg. John H. Martin entered the merchandise
he
store of his father when 13 3T ears of age. where he was employed seven years
then attended the Iron City Commercial College at Pittsburgh, and graduated from
the same in 1865 he was then employed three years as book-keeper at Dayton,
after which he was associated with his father in trade several years, and in 1874,
came to Greenville, where he was employed in the Auditor's and Treasurers offices
In
until October, 1879, at which date he was elected to his present office.
September, 1871. he was united in marriage with Miss Nancy O. Robinson, in
Kenton, Hardin Co.: they have two children Lola R. and Maud E.
JAMES W. MARTIN, harness-maker. Greenville. The subject of this
memoir was born in Greenville Township. Sept. 24. 1815. and is a son of William

W. and Sarah
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.Martin, another of our early pioneers, and whose sketch appears among the biographies in this work.
James W. obtained his education in the public school of
Greenville, and at 18 years of age was apprenticed to learn the harness -maker's
trade, serving three years he then went to Richmond, where he worked two years,
from there to Illinois he then returned to G-reenville in 1869, and engaged in
the above business for himself and continued the same till 1880, when he sold out
on account of ill health. His marriage with Fannie Jones was celebrated in
they have one child,
Greenville. May, 1*75
she was born in Darke Co., in 1848
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JOHN FOSTER MARTIN;

P. 0. Greenville.
John Foster Martin was
Washington Township, Darke Co., in the year 1852 his parents, John
Holmes and Casandr.i Chenoweth Martin, were among the oldest pioneers of this
township, having settled here in 1810.
The subject of this sketch, during the

born

in

;

life, followed the vocation of a farmer, but having a natural
predilection for literary attainments, he entered the Miami University at Oxford,
Ohio, where, after pursuing the regular course of studies, he graduated in 1873.
Having determined upon the law as his profession, he pursued the study of the
same one year, then attended the Cincinnati [jaw School, where, in 1875, he graduIn the followingated, and in April of the same year was admitted to practice.
summer, he located in Logansport, Ind., in the practice of his profession but after
an experience of six months, the confinement of a law office not agreeing with his
inclinations, he abandoned the practice, and engaged in running a tiouring-mill.
Following this for two years, he next turned his attention to saw-milling and
after continuing in this for about a year and a half, he resumed the honorable
and independent occupation of a farmer, at which he is at present engaged.
of the firm of Biltemeier &
G. MARTINI, merchant, Greenville
Martini, manufacturers and dealers in boots, shoes and rubber goods, etc., etc.; he

earlier years of his

;

;

JOHN

:

was born in Wurtemberg, Germany, in 1827, where he was apprenticed to and
worked at the shoemaker's trade until 24 years of age; he then emigrated to
America, landing in New York in the spring of 1852, and, upon the 26th of September following, came to Greenville, where he followed his trade until April 11,
1864, at which date he associated with his present partner in the above business.
His marriage with Maria M. Werner was celebrated Feb. 16, 1854 she was born
they have three childreu now living, viz.,
in Wurtemberg, Germany, in 1831
Jacob F., Katrina B. and Henry P.
MARTZ, lawyer and educator, Greenville; born in
JACOB
Darke Co. Sept. 14, 1833 he is the son of John Martz, who was born in Somerset
Co.. Penn., in 1798, and settled in Darke Co. in 1829, and now, at the age of 81,
his wife, Barbara Hardinger, a native of Bedis living with his son in Greenville
ford Co., Penn., died in 1841.
Our subject was early trained to self-reliance, and,
when but a lad, started out to make his own living as best he could he obtained
the rudiments of an English education in the common schools of his neighborhood, chopping and hauling wood to pay for his tuition; at the age of 18, he
began teaching in the country schools, and, by this means and by manual labor.
he had accumulated $250 at the time he became of age he then entered the Ohio
W'esleyan University, at Delaware, for the .scientific course, and graduated in the
summer of 1856. and of his educational fund had left $3.50 during the five succeeding years, he was engaged in teaching in his native count}', within which time
he studied law. under the preceptorship of Judge D. L. Meeker, of Greenville, and
was admitted to the bar in 1801. In the spring of 1S02, he was elected Superintendent of the public schools of Greenville
in August, 1865. he was appointed
Receiver of the Cincinnati & Mackinaw Railroad, which occupied his time for
nearly five years
in 1871, he was elected to his present position of Superintendent
of the Greenville public schools.
In September, I860, he married Miss Esther
four sons are the issue of
M.. daughter of .James M. Jamison, of Delaware. Ohio
Prof. Mart/, has been for some years the President of the Darke Co.
this union.
;

:

TEUCHNAN
;

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

;
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Teachers' Association, in the organization of which he was prominently active.
For twenty years, he has been on the Board of County Examiners, and was for
Prof. Martz is one of
several years Secretary of the county agricultural society.
those who learn the value of a dollar by earning it by untiring industry, he has
acquired a good education and a comfortable competency, and during his career
no one questions his integrity.
has won and kept the good will of his neighbors
he is somewhat reserved in his manner, but is socially very agreeable
or ability
WILLIAM HENDRICKSON MATCHETT, physician and surgeon, Green
ville
was born in Butler Co., Ohio, March 9, 1825. His parents were Eric Matchett and Johanna Hendrickson, natives of Monmouth Co., N. J.; in 1820, the family
came to Butler Co., Ohio, and in the spring of 1831, settled in Darke Co.; Mr.
Matchett followed the occupation of farmer and miller energy, industry and
honesty were the prominent traits in his character he died in Greenville, in June,
For two years, young William, then 14
1867. and his wife on July 20, 1839.
years of age. carried the mails between Hamilton and Greenville on horseback
by working, teaching and attending school, as circumstances would permit, he
acquired a good education for his day at the age of 22, he commenced the study
of medicine while engaged in teaching, and was, at different times, under the
instruction of Dr. Jaqua, of Darke, and Drs. Cox and Lineweaver, of Preble Co.
he attended lectures at the Cleveland Medical College, and graduated from the
Ohio Medical College in Cincinnati, in 1851 in September, 1851, he commenced
practice in Ithaca, Darke Co.; on Feb. 8, 1863, he entered the arnry as Assistant
Surgeon of the 40th 0. V. I., and served as such till December, 1864 on March
1. 1865, he was promoted to Surgeon of the 186th 0. V. I., and was mustered out
his first post of duty in the army was at Franklin
in the following September
Hospital, Tennessee, and he was subsequently placed on duty in the hospital of
the First Division of the Fourth Corps of the Army of the Cumberland in Sepfor many years, he has been a member of
tember, 1862, he located in Greenville
both the County and State Medical Societies he has made his profession a
specialty, and occupies an eminent rank among the physicians and surgeons of the
State
he is also the author of a number of valuable contributions to the medical
Dr. Matchett was married Dec. 2, 1852, to Miss Eleanora.
literature of Ohio.
daughter of William Lindsay, of Richmond, Ind., a lady of rare culture and refinement there have been six children born to them, only three of whom are living
he was a young man of great ability, and was
his eldest son died Aug. 5, 1877
foremost in his class at Cornell University, where he was soon to graduate, when
Dr. Matchett is a Mason of long standing, being a member
death claimed him.
of Ithaca Lodge. R, A. Chapter of Greenville, and of Coleman Commandery, K. T.,
of Troy.
DAVID L. MEEKER, lawyer and Judge, was born in Darke Co. in 1827
he experienced a farmer's boj'hood and received a meager common-school educahe taught school
tion, supplemented by a brief course of academic instruction
he read law with the late Judge Ebenezer Parsons, of Miami Co.,
several winters
in May, 1853, he opened a law office in
and was admitted to the bar in 1851
Greenville
in 1856, he was elected Prosecuting Attorney for Darke County, and
re-elected in 1858.
In 1861, he was elected Common Pleas Judge of the first subin 1872, he was
division of the Second Judicial District, but resigned in 1866
appointed by Gov. No3'es to fill a vacanc} on the same bench, occasioned by
the resignation of Judge J. C. McKenny, and, in 1873, he was elected to the same
position without opposition again, in 1878, upon the recommendation of all parJudge Meeker has been twice married. In
ties, he was unanimously elected.
1857, he married Miss Mary A. Deardorf, from which union were born eight children
she died in 1876.
In 1878, he married Miss Jennie D. Crisler, of Eaton,
Ohio.
Politically, Judge Meeker is a Democrat
personally, he is a gentleman of
correct views and strict integrity.
was born in German Township Dec.
A. T. MILLER, architect. Greenville
;

;

;

;

;
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his father. Isaac, was born in Pennsylvania in 1818. and settled in
1841
Darke Co. in 1832 his mother, Mary (Ross) Miller, was born in German Township
in 1820.
Our subject was reared on the farm. and. when a lad. learned the mason g
At the age of L8, he entered the army, a volunteer in Co. C, 11th 0. V. I.,
trade.
they were stationed at Camp Dennison, and their time of service
LOO-days men
after his discharge Sept. 10. 1861, he enlisted in
was tilled in doing camp duty
Co. K, of the 34th 0. V. I., First Zouaves, and was immediately transferred to the
front, and his regiment was a portion of Rosecrans' corps
his regiment participated in the battles of Chapmansville, Red House Shoals, Princeton, Newbern,
Toland, was killed after this.
Fayetteville and Wythesville, where his Colonel,
they were transferred to Hunter's army and took an active part in the many batat Fayetteville, our subject received
tles that followed in the Shenandoah Valley
Gen. Crook was then in command, and the 34th and
a wound in the left wrist
36th Ohio Regiments, having been thinned by repeated battles, were consolidated
he was again wounded at Opequan in the head, and afterward lay in the hospital
in February, 1865, he was commissioned Second
at Philadelphia for three months
Lieutenant for meritorious conduct, and was honorably discharged from the servHe came home and resumed his trade till the great tire in
ice in August, 1865.
Jhicago in 1871, when he went there and was employed as assistant superintendent
in the construction of the Chamber of Commerce. Matteson House. Clifton House,
Tremont Hotel and the Palmer House, on which he was employed for two
years while in Chicago, he took lessons in architecture for two years, and returned
he
to Darke Co. in October, 1874, and opened an office in Greenville in June, 1879
has superintended the construction of some of the best buildings in Greenville,
and we can heartily recommend him to the people of Darke and adjoining counties as a gentleman and one that stands high in his profession.
He was united in
marriage with Mary Stines Aug. 15, 1861.
HARROD MILLS, tanner, stock-raiser and dealer in agricultural implements
another of the old settlers of Darke Co.; born in Rutler Co.,
P. 0. Greenville
Ohio, Aug. 8. 1821, where he was raised to agricultural pursuits
in 1833, he
came to Darke Co. with his parents, and located in Twin Township, residing
here until 1846, thence removed to German Township, where he followed
farming and milling until 1868, at which date he came to Greenville Townhe owns 153
ship, and located upon his present place, where he has since lived
acres in his home farm, located one and a half miles from Greenville, all under a
good state of improvement with the best of farm buildings also upward of 100
aside from his farming and stock-raising, he
acres in other parts of the county
has for the past five years been engaged in the agricultural trade and, also, sale of
farm machinery in Greenville a card of his business appears in the business direcUpon the 20th of May, 1842,
tory of Greenville, in another part of this work.
he was united in marriage with Louisa Stingley she was born in Darke Co. Dec.
25. 1821
they were the parents of eleven children— Mary E., born July 10, 1843
William H, Sept. 30. 1844; George V., March 18, 1840
Joseph W., April 1,
Sarah J., Oct. 8, 1850 Martha A.. Feb. 18, 1852 Emma L., Dec. 26, 1859
1848
Idell, Nov. 17. 1861, and three deceased.
Mrs. Mills is a daughter of George
Stingley, one of our early pioneers, who located in Darke Co. in German Township
14,
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in 1817.

GEORGE WASHINGTON MOORE,

merchant, Greenville, was born in
his father. Pindley Moore, was a well-known
Ohio, Jan. 20. 1825
teacher, whose field of service was principally in the counties of Warren, Montgomery. Butler and Preble; from him. many prominent men in those counties
his wife was Elizabeth Dunlap, born in Mifflin
received their rudimentary drill
Our subject's youth was spent at the cabinet-maker's trade; he had
Co., Penn.
no school privileges after he was 11 years of age: the first three years of his
majority were employed as a huckster in the fall of 1849. he went to California,
and for eight years was engaged in mining and in transporting merchandise to

Warren

Co..

;

;

;
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the mines in the summer of 1857, he crossed the Plains from Los Angeles to St.
Joseph with a drove of wild horses and traded them off' for cattle, which he fed
through the winter of 1857-58, and, in the spring of 1858, he sold these to the
Government for the Utah expedition against the Mormons on his way from Los
Angeles to Salt Lake City, he encamped for several days on the site of the Mountain Meadow massacre, and, east of the Rocky Mountains, met and conversed with
the ill-fated party respecting their hazardous journey in September, 1858, he
;

;

;

located in Greenville, and, in company with his brother-in-law, Michael Miller,
embarked in the dry-goods trade this arrangement lasted five years in August,
1863, he entered into his present copartnership with the Hon. John L. Winner.
and for some years the dry-goods house of Moore & Winner has been the leading
one in Greenville. In December, 1861, he married Miss Mary Porter, daughter of
John W. Porter, Esq., of Greenville. Mr. Moore has given his exclusive attention
to business, and, with the exception of local positions on the Board of Education
and Town Council, has never filled any public office. Though often solicited to
become a candidate for the General Assembly, he has always declined, and, in the
fall of 1878, he was earnestly pressed by prominent men of all parties to allow
;

;

himself to be made an independent candidate for Congress, under circumstances
In 1879. the
that gave the most flattering prospect of success, but he declined.
Democratic Senatorial Convention for the counties of Darke, Miami and Butler,
unanimously nominated him for the State Senate, and he was triumphantly
He is a refined and courteous gentleman of the old school, with sound
elected.
he is an easy, agreeable and
sense, a clear head and unimpeachable integrity
fluent speaker, and is, in everything he is connected with, a resolute worker.
could hardly do justice to
WM. H. MORNINGSTAR P. 0. Greenville.
the business interests nor to the history of Darke Co. without devoting a brief
he was born in Greene Co., Ohio,
space of this work to the above gentleman
Sept. 15. 1819, and is a son of George Morningstar, one of the early pioneers who
;

We

;

;

located in the southwest part of Greenville Township in 1832, where his decease
occurred in 1850. Our subject followed agricultural pursuits until 1844, when he
came to Greenville and followed clerking some three years in 1847, he embarked in
the merchandise trade, and followed different mercantile pursuits, with the exception
of four years, until 1878, since which time he has devoted his attention to milling.
He has taken a deep interest in the political questions of the day was in early
days a Whig, but has been a strong Republican since the organization of the same.
During the late rebellion, he was one of the leading outspoken Union men. and
was the chief target for the enemies of the Government his sympathies for the
Union was not only outspoken but active, as his service in the 152d 0. N. G..
his oldest son also serving in the Union army four and a half years,
will show
when he received an honorable discharge. Mr. Morningstar has been twice
married his first wife was Elizabeth Wagoner, their nuptials being celebrated in
1848 or 1849 she died in 1869 in 1874, he was married to Frances Zell, a native
of Clinton Co., Ohio. Mr. M. has resided upon his present place for upward of
thirty years
his family consists of his wife and three children, of whom Benjamin
F. has occupied the position of Government mail agent for ten years, and resides
John H, one of the founders and proprietors of the
near the old homestead
;

;

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

Greenville Commercial College, residing in Greenville, and Alice, living at home.
The beautiful spot upon which is located the large and commodious house of Mr.
M. is truly historical it lies just across the Greenville Creek, on what is known
as Tecumseh's Point, and which, in early days, was the home of both Tecumseh
the chief, and his brother, the Prophet, and for this reason was held sacred by the
red men to such an extent did this feeling extend among the Indians, that when
orders were issued in 1832 to remove them from their settlement at Wapauketna
to their reservations beyond the Mississippi River, the officer in charge designed
taking them through Miami Co. to Cincinnati, but they insisted upon being brought
through Greenville, that they might once more visit the old home of their chief
;

;
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and Prophet, and their request being granted, they remained several days further
mention is made of the interest of this point in the historical part of this work.
;

DAVID NOGGLE,

retired farmer

residence, Section 34
P. 0. Greenville
of Darke Co., the gentleman whose name heads this
sketch is prominently and favorably known, and is held in the highest esteem
by his fellow-townsmen he was born in Neave Township. Darke Co., Aug. 8,
His father, Geo. Noggle. was born in Huntingdon Co., Penn., March 15,
1824.
1774 he married Catherine Henlein, who was born in the same State on May 26,
1777 the}' were among the early pioneers of Darke Co., locating here in 1812
Mr. Noggle died in Harrison Township June 28, 1852
Mrs. Noggle died March
they were the parents of ten children, all of whom lived to grow up.
17, 1865
David Noggle obtained his education in a log schoolhouse, and assisted his father
in farming until 20 years of age, when, upon Nov. 7, 1844, he was united in marriage with Elizabeth Gibbs, a native of Darke Co.. born Sept. 20, 1827; they
were the parents of four children, viz. Martha A., born Jan. 18, 1846
Rufus G.,
born July 1, 1847 Mary C, Dec. 18, 1854, and Julia A.. July 8, 1856. Upon the
marriage of Mr. Noggle, he located upon 80 acres of land in Neave Township, and
lived in a log cabin some twelve years
he then resided in Harrison Township
some twelve years, when he sold out and returned to Neave Township, where he
purchased 320 acres, disposing of the same in 1874, at which date he located upon
his present place, where he has since lived
he now owns 80 acres, located one
mile from Greenville, with the best of farm buildings. Mrs. Noggle was a daughter
of David and Mary (Beal) Gibbs her father was born in North Carolina, and
came to Darke Co. about the year 1817; his death occurred in August, 1869
Mrs. Gibbs was born in Greene Co., Ohio she died in July, 1872.
RUFUS G. NOGGLE, farmer and stock-raiser; *P. O. Greenville. The
subject of this memoir was born
Harrison Township, July 1, 1847. and is
a son of David Noggle, whose sketch appears among the biographies of this work
our subject was raised on a farm and assisted his father till he was 21
years of age, when he commenced farming for himself
he now owns
150 acres of land, all under a good state of cultivation, with good farm
improvements; he obtained a common school education in his youth. He was
married to Angie Kerst Dec. 26, 1867 she was born Aug. 31, 1848. and is a
daughter of Samuel Kerst, a native of Pennsylvania. He died in Darke County
upward of 60 years of age her mother is now living, and resides in this county.
Mr. and Mrs. Noggle are the parents of one child
Charley C. born Feb. 26, 1875.
CURTIS OTWELL, physician and surgeon Greenville was born in
Guilford
Co..
N. C. March
19,
1806; his father, James Otwell. was
a native of Sussex Co., Del., and his mother, Eleanor Reynolds, of Guilford Count}she was of Scotch-Irish parentage, and the descendant of a Quaker,
who came to this countiy with William Penn. James Otwell was a slaveholder,
but emancipated his slaves near the beginning of the present century he died in
1830. aged 52, and his wife soon followed him.
The family comprised five
children, of whom our subject was the only son
at an early age, he evinced a
great thirst for learning, and made a practice of carrying a book in his pocket to
study in intervals of leisure when a youth of 18. he was appointed Constable
of his native county, and while executing the duties of his office, he read
thousands of pages of history while going over the county on horseback by thus
improving his spare moments, he put in years of study, and supplemented a common-school course with higher attainments, including some knowledge of the Latin
language he says that " he was quite proud of his position as Constable, from the
fact that Gen. Jackson was once Constable of the same county."
In 1824, he married Eunice S. Wilson, of his native county: her father, Michael Wilson, was born
on the ocean, of Irish parents, and reared in North Carolina; after his marriage,
he read medicine, and, in the spring of 1832. moved to Wayne County, Ind., where
he practiced his profession eight years in the fall of 1840. he settled in Darke
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County, and purchased a flouring-mill in Neave Township, and superintended the
same for thirty years, continuing his professional practice in the year 1844, in
connection with a prominent farmer of the neighborhood, he erected a schoolhouse
near his mill, and engaged teachers competent to teach higher mathematics and
It was known for years as " Otwell's Seminary," and numbers of the
languages.
prominent men of the county came here for their higher education among the instructors in this school were Calvin Parker and Samuel McClure, who were well
known as teachers a quarter of a century ago. In 1846, Dr. Otwell graduated
from the Ohio Medical College in Cincinnati, and in 1848 located in Greenville,
where he has since followed his profession he is the father of four sons and four
daughters two of the latter deceased. Three of the sons are practicing medicine
the eldest son is editor and proprietor of the Greenville Jour mil.
in Darke County
Dr. Otwell has had a very extensive and successful practice, and has been the
preceptor of perhaps one-half of the physicians in Greenville and the surrounding
;

;

;

;

;

country.

JOHN O'CONNOR, carriage manufacturer. Greenville was born in WindCanada, Oct. 12, 1843. His father and mother came from Ireland when
our subject was about 9 months old, the}- came to Springfield, Ohio they lived
in Clark, Greene and Champaign Cos. until the winter of 1852. when they
moved to Jackson Township, Darke Co. In 1853, they moved to Randolph Co.,
Ind.. where they lived until 1856, when they moved to Franklin Township, Darke
afterward on the farm now owned
Co., on the farm now owned by Henry Koon
by John Wright, where they lived until 1857, when they moved on land now
owned by Christian Grauf. in Franklin Township, where they cleared a farm of
78 acres. In September, 1862, John enlisted in Co. G, 110th O. V. I., under
served with the regiment through West Virginia, in Gen.
Capt. J. C. Ullery
was taken prisoner at the battle of Winchester, and taken
Milroy's command
successively to Staunton. Libby and Belle Isle after much hardship, he was exchanged and rejoined his regiment at Culpeper, Oct. 7, 1863 was with his regiment
in all its retreats and advances in the old Third Corps, Third Division; after the
re-organization of the army, was put in the Sixth Corps under Gen. Ricketts, where
he participated in Grant's campaign before Petersburg went to Maryland, under
Lew Wallace, at Monocacy; afterward with Sheridan in his campaign, and on
Dec. 3, 1864, returned to south of Petersburg, and participated in the final assault
on the 2d of April, 1865 was at the battle of Sailor's Creek April 6, 1865 was
present at the suiTender of Lee's army at Appomattox, and was mustered out of
service July 1, 1865.
He worked on the farm one year, and in the fall of 1866 he
engaged in the carriage and wagon business with J. R. Hyer, at Painter's Creek.
He was married to Delilah Marker April 4, 1869 in March, 1873, moved to
Bradford, where he engaged more extensively in the above business, until June,
1876, when he removed to Greenville, where he now carries on an extensive business in the manufacturing of carriages.
There have been born to him five children, viz.: John T., Edward A., Mary, Charles J. and Jacob Ira
the last named
lived but two months.
Mr. O'Connor is a man of strict integrity, and his fine
social qualities have made him hosts of friends.
;
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LOUIS OLLMETZER. Greenville.
OLIVER CLINTON PERRY, ex- Auditor

Greenville.
The subject of
memoir was born in Miami Co.. Ohio. Feb. 28, 1830, and is a son of Nathan W. and Isabella (Buchanan) Perry, who moved their family to Darke Co.,
and located in Washington Township, in September. 1838. where they settled in
the midst of comparatively early settlers, who were struggling with povert}' and
;

this

heavy timber. Oliver, with other children of that portion of the count}', had poor
advantages of an early education, but, by close application to his studies when an
opportunity offered, acquired a good common-school education that enabled him
to engage in school teaching when quite young, and for several years he was employed as salesman in the dry -goods business
he served as Deputy Clerk of the
;
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and was elected Auditor and served in said office lor uearly five
During his term of office the system of building free turnpikes was inauguThe county jail was also built,
rated, and over thirty miles built in the county.
and the contracting, and the greater part of the present court house was constructed, in all of which improvements he took a deep interest and active part,
being friendly to and indorsing the great improvements of the county.
In poli
he is a strong Democrat, from both education and honest conviction during the
rebellion he denounced secession and advocated a vigorous prosecution of the war
Court

in 1807,

years.

;

for the restoration

of the Union.

WALLACE PLESSINGER,

farmer and butcher :-P. 0. Greenville.
Among
the old settlers of Darke Co., this gentleman is entitled to more than a passing
notice
he was born in Richland Township, this county, Aug. 6, 1847 his grandfather, Philip Plessinger, was among the very early pioneers of Darke Co.; emigrating from Pennsylvania, and locating in Richland Township, about the year
L815, and his was the second or third white family that settled in the township;
here he lived until his death, which occurred July 4, 1860, at about 90 years of
age. and upon the place where he located nearly half a century previous Solomon
Plessinger (our subject's father) was the youngest of the above family
he was
born either in Lancaster Co.. Penn.. or in Richland Township. Soon after the
arrival of the family here, he married Rebecca Jackson, a native of Maryland, near
Baltimore
she is now living in Richland Township
they were the parents of
six children, three of whom now survive; Mr. Plessinger died Dec. 27. 1861
our subject then being only 14 years of age, and being the only surviving son. the
responsibility, management and improvement of the farm fell upon him. and nobly
did he perform this duty until 18G9 when, upon the 27th of October, he was united
iii marriage with Carrie Jackson
they are
she was born in Shelby Co in 1840
the parents of four sons and four daughters, all of whom are now living, the family
:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

having never been broken by death.
Their children are Estella. Ida May,
Flora. Fred, Melvin. Edith and Charles W.
Upon the marriage of Piessing* r, he continued farming in Richland Township until the spring of 1874, when
he purchased 80 acresof land in Adams Township, where he located in December,
1879, he purchased his present place of business in Greenville, and engaged in the
butcher trade, designing to move his family to town in February, 1880, that he might
have better facilities for churches and the education of his children.
A card of
his business is to be found in the business directory in another part of this work.
It may lie truly said of the above gentleman, that he is one of the self-made men
of Darke Co left fatherless at 14 years of age. he has battled against the hardships of the cold world, and by his own hard labor secured a good property.
WILLIAM REED, farmer and proprietor of Reed's saw-mill: P. 0. Greenville another of our self-made men. born in the county of Antrim. Ireland, Dec.
14. 1831. where he obtained his education in the subscription schools, and followed farming and weaving until 18 years of age, when he emigrated to America,
landing in New York in 1849 coming directly West, he followed various persists for a time in Michigan, and after a few years' residence in Missouri and Indiana, came to Ohio, and until 1861, was employed in farming and working in saw
mills in Hamilton Co.: in 1861, he came to Darke Co. and located in Neave Township; in 1*71'. he located upon his present place, and purchased 100 acres to
which he has since added until he now owns 230 acres, and has brought a large
part of the same, which was at the time a howling wilderness, to a good state of
cultivation, by his own hard labor he erected his steam saw-mill in 1872, and has
since successfully run the saw-mill in connection with farming Mr. Reed arrived
in New York with wry little money, and was robbed of all save one penny
lie
then borrowed the means to take him to Michigan, and paid the same Itack from
his wages at $15 per month
the writer of this article has been informed by friends
of the above gentleman of the misfortunes of Mr. Reed in losing a large part of
his hard earnings by the
sharp (?) practice of a certain professional gentleman
circle

Frank X..
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voyage, in the steamer Scot1876 he visited the laud of his birth during the
Hook returning m the
Sandy
near
vessel
another
sank
and
into
ran
land they
Wm.
the same nature.
of
accident
another
experienced
citv of \ntwerp, he also
she died June 5 1874
Reid and Sarah Lowery, were married March 18 1867
John R, bom March 11 18b8 Willfour sons were the fruit of this union, viz.
his marClifford, May 25, 1874
1872
am H Nov. 1, 1869 David L, Jan. 7,
Sep. 22, 1876; she was bom
celebrated
was
Howard
Christiana
with
riage
children by this union—Walter H.,
Preble Co Ohio, Aug. 1, 1846 they had two
Mr. Reed was raised a
born March 19, i878%nd an infant born Oct. 22, 1879.
belief, his present wife being a memsame
the
of
being
wife
first
his
Presbyterian,
Reed was a daughter of John
ber of the Christian Church the mother of Mrs.
to Kentucky in 18o0, thence to
Porter who was born in Pennsylvania and removed
and died in Kentucky in
Darke Co. at a very early day, living here several years,
in

;

;

,

;

,

:

;

;

m

;

;

;

goods etc., etc.,
dealer in stoves, tinware, house-furnishing
in Hesse, Gerborn
Darke
Co.;
of
men
self-made
is another of the
education at lb years
27 1837, where he received a good German

F REHLING,
Greenville

;

many May

;

New York June 5, 1853 coming
of age, he emigrated to America, landing in
means, he then obtained employwithout
directly West he arrived in Greenville
for three years was employed in
and
month,
per
at
$6
Hotel,
Fairview
the
ment in
to learn the trade
apprenticeship
years'
three
the hotel business he then served
eleven years as journeyman in
of tinner and after completing his trade, he worked
was unfortunate in business
1868 he'engaoed in the above business, and in 1870
three years when he started
bench
the
losine all his capital he then worked at
followed; he feels perfectly
successfully
since
has
he
which
business,
present
his
and does a more extengoods
of
stock
largest
the
safe in sayino- that he carries
and is one of our most enterprising
sive trade hi his line than any one in Greenville,
was celebrated in 18W
and respected citizens. His marriage with Josephine Craig
Henry T., James *.,
William,
Wesley,
they have six children now living, viz:
;

;

;

;

;

Archie and Sophia E.

WILLIAM REQUARTH,

farmer and

stock-raiser;

residence

bee.

OQ
^9,

Germany, Sept. U,
Township 10, Range 3 east P. 0. Greenville born in Hesse,
to 14 years of age he is
from
6
continually
schools
the
attended
1833 where he
of the same place born Jan. 9,
the son of John H. Requarth, who was a native
York, Jan. 8, 1848, and is now
1796, and emigrated to America, landing in New
Win. Requarth came
years
of
84
age
advanced
the
at
living (at this date, 1879)
his lather until lo
assisted
he
1848
in
to America and to Ohio with his parents
blacksmithiiig a few
and
farming
at
employed
was
he
which
after
years of age,
He was married to Wilhemia Ostermeier
years, and upon the 5th of May, 1859.
they are the parents of six sons
she was born Feb. 22. 1834, in Hesse, Germany
Charlie, Louisa, Mena, CaroFrank,
John,
Henry,
William,
viz.,
and four daughters,
Mr. Requarth is one_of the
infancy.
in
the latter died
line Mollie and August
the county since 18b0, owns
self-made men of Darke Co. he has been a resident of
at about $10,000, all ol
123 acres of <*ood land with good, farm-buildings valued
he has held the office of Supervisor
which he has made by his own hard labor
Trustees of Greentwo terms, School Director two terms, and is now one of the
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Township.

,.
„.
...
¥^
lhis gentleP. O. Greenville,
brick- manufacturer
son of Henry
man is a native of Germany born in Hesse July 1. 1841. He is a
when our subject was only
Requarth. who emigrated to America with his family
to
He lauded in New York City, and from there came directly
6 years old.
sixteen
of
father
the
is
he
Township
Clay
in
Montgomery Co. and located
sumOur subject remained at home, assisting his father on the farm in
children.
in common schools till
knowledge
of
acquisition
to
winter
the
devoting

ville

FRED

C

.

REQUARTH,

;

;

;

mer and
he was 14 years of age
trade,

shoemakers
at this time he was apprenticed to learn the
profession continually
and served a term of three years; he pursued his
;
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He

then began the manufacturing of brick
through the winter months. He served
his apprenticeship in Dayton, Ohio, and remained there the most of the time,
he has
till he came here in 1872 and settled on the place where he now resides
an extensive brick-factory. He celebrated his marriage with Miss Louisa Steinshe is also a native of G-ermany seven children have been
brigge July 12. 1862
Rosa, born May 1<>. 1863; Emma, Sept. 11,
born to the family, all living, viz.
[da,
1865; Henry, Feb. 19, 1868; Augusta. - -18. 1870; Mary, Nov. 12, L873
Sept. 1, 1876, and Freddie, born Nov. 2. 18, s.
ABRAHAM RHOADES, farmer and stock-raiser P. O. Greenville one Of
he was born in Montgomery Co.. Ohio. Feb. 8, 1832. lie
the settlers of 1854
was a son of Jacob Rhoades, who was born in Bedford Co, Penn., and came to
Montgomery Co., Ohio, when 5 years of age. and is now living, at about
He married Barbara Soudurs she died about the year
76 years of age.
The subject of this sketch was raised to agricultural pursuits, and in 1854
1849.
came to Darke Co. and purchased 80 acres of the present place, to which
he has since added by purchase, until he now owns, his home farm, with the
he also owns 106 acres of land in Mercer Co.. besides one
best of farm buildings
lot and one-half interest in two business houses in Greenville, and an interest in
the National Bank of Greenville, all of which, save $200. he has secured by his
own exertions and correct business habits. It can be truly said of him that he
Upon the 27th of April. 1856. he
is one of the self-made men of Darke Co.
was united in marriage with Mary Pitsenberger she was born in Montgomery
they were the parents of seven children, viz.
SusanCo., Ohio, Jan. 23, 1832
nah, born Feb. 24. 1857, died Dec. 17, 1866; Jacob. March 9, 1859: Matilda
Stephen. Nov. 29, 1865
MinElizabeth. April 29. 1863
A., May 12, 1861
Mrs. Rhoades was a
nie. Dec. 6, 1869, and Curtis, born March 17, 1873.
daughter of Jacob Pitsenberger; he was born in Pennsylvania Aug. 18. 18u2
came to Ohio in 1811, and to Darke Co. about the year 1848 the last years
of his life he lived in Greenville retired from business; he died Sept. 24. 1878.
The mother of Mrs. Rhoades was Susanna Miller, born April 24. 1804. and died
upon the anniversary. April 24, 1859.
CHARLES ROLAND, journalist; Greenville: was born in Washington
he was left an orphan when an infant, and was
Co., Ohio. Aug. 6. 1831
his boyhood was passed
reared in the family of a friend in Fairfield Co., Ohio
on a farm, l'eceiving only a meager common-school education, which terminated at
the age of 14. when he entered the office of the Ohio Eagle, at Lancaster, where
he learned the printing business and remained several years in 1856, he became a
partner in the ownership of the paper with John M. Connell. subsequently Colonel
of the 17th O. V. I.; in the latter part of 1861. Mr. Roland became sole proprietor
and conducted that journal till the spring of 1866, when he disposed of the Eagle
and purchased the Greenville Democrat, of which he has since been editor and proprietor
when he took charge of the Democrat it was a small, poorly printed
it is now the largest folio in the
sheet, with a patronage too limited for support
State, is conducted with ability, circulates widely, and has yielded its owner a
handsome income. Mr. Roland has always been a stanch Democrat, and during
upon the opening of
his management of the Eagle it was a bold, outspoken sheet
the late war. its editor, for taking exceptions to the manner in which the war was
being conducted, in the fall of 1862, was summoned by Gov. Tod to an interview
in his office at Columbus
he at once presented himself before the Governor, having with him three prominent citizens of Lancaster, as witnesses of what might
transpire.
The Governor complained that the tone of his paper was disloyal and
tended to discourage enlistments, and stated that his first impulse had been to
Mr. Roland replied, that
suppress the paper and send its editor to Fort Warren.
he had taken for his guide the Constitution and laws of the country, and that of
two meetings in the same week, at Lancaster, by Republicans and Democrats.
for the

in the

succeeding fourteen years.

summer, and continued

his trade

;

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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;
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The interthirteen.
respectively, at the former five men enlisted, and at the latter
these
view closed by a threat somewhat excitedly expressed by the Governor, in

words " Constitution and laws or not, unless the tone of your paper is changed it
Warren I have the backbone to
will be suppressed, and you will be sent to Fort
of
do it." Mr. Roland returned to Lancaster and published an attested account
to publish his views of
the interview in the next issue of his paper, and continued
In 1851, he married Amelia, daughthe eventful struggle, and was not molested.
five daughters are the issue of
ter of Lewis Clark, of Lancaster, and four sons and
is editor and publisher of the LebRoland,
A.
Arthur
son,
eldest
the
union
the
•

;

;

anon

Patriot.

Among the self-made men of
Sheriff; Greenville.
he was
are pleased to make mention of the above gentleman
his
born in Fairfield Co., Ohio, Aug. 15, 1835 came to Darke County with
thrown
parents when quite young he was left an orphan when 9 years of age
upon his own resouces and commenced the struggle of life alone he lived in
forty
Butler Township from 1844 to 1855, at which time he purchased a farm of
until Jan. 1.
resided
and
located
then
which
he
upon
Township,
Harrison
acres in
received the nom1880, when he removed to Greenville in the spring of 1879 he
following by a
ination for Sheriff upon the Democratic ticket, elected October
in
majority of 675 votes. His marriage with Isabella Hindsley was celebrated
Harrison Township. Darke County, in 1857 they have four children now living,
having lost two by death the living are William IL, Joseph E.. Frances G. and

JERY RUNKEL,

Darke County we

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

EdithR.

.

,

ISAAC RUSH,

Among the early pioneers
P. 0. Greenville.
whose name heads this sketch is entitled to a

retired farmer

;

of Darke County the gentleman
place in the front ranks he was born in Trenton, Butler Co., Ohio, Dec. 8, 1815
the
he was a son of Jacob Rush, who was born in Pennsylvania, and was among
locating here in 1829 upon the place where Isaac
early pioneers of Darke County
Rush now lives in 1830 he entered this land, where he passed the remainder of his
days his death occurring in 1842. He married Jemima House in Butler County
she was born in Warren County, and died in Darke County in 1854 they were the
Isaac Rush came to Darke
parents of seven children, of whom three are deceased.
County in 1829, Greenville, at that time, containing very few buildings, a large
thicket
part of the land upon which the city now stands being covered by a dense
and
carpentering,
years
to
four
devoted
he
when
until
1836,
father
his
he assisted
with the exception
in 1840 took charge of the home farm, upon which he has lived,
of the above four years, for a period of half a century he now has 85
acres reaching to the corporation limits, a part of which he has refused $300 per
town
acre for. during his residence here he has witnessed the marvelous growth of a
thousand,
four
some
of
city
be
a
to
out
spread
inhabitants,
hundred
two
of some
and which has already extended to, and obtained a foothold upon his farm. He
married Nancy Swisher in August, 1843 she was born in Montgomery County,
and in 1830 came to Darke County they are the parents of five children, viz..
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Mary, Abram, John, Ie and Alaska.

firm of Rush & Eby,
manufacturer, Greenville
Works Mr. R. is one of the oldest
a
citizens of Darke Countv, being born in this township April 11, 1831, and is
died
he
here
in
1812
located
who
Pennsylvania,
of
native
a
Rush,
son of W. H.
about the year 1873 the subject of our sketch was raised to farming, which occupation he has always followed in connection with milling, during which time he

ANDREW

T.

RUSH,

;

proprietors of the Greenville Agricultural

;

;

;

& U. R. R. at Rush Station, which was named in honor
the 18th of March, 1866, he was married to Anna Byrom,
born in Washington Township April 18, 1839 she was a daughter of Silas Byrom,
they have three children by this union, viz., Sarah 0.,Wm. A. and
also an old settler
*&
an infant. In the year 1879, the firm of Rush Eby was organized for the purpose of
Their business will be chiefly confined
County.
Darke
of
want
long-felt
supplying a
was

also agent for the D.

of his father.

Upon

;

;
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to the manufacture of plows and all kinds of agricultural implements; they also
Mr.
Eby, the junior member
give special attention to repairing of the same.

Wm.

a gentleman thoroughly edueated in every detail of his business, and we find his reputation and skill as a superior workman is already established in Greenville.
A card of their business will be found in another part of
work and is the hrst agricultural works of Greenville.
BENRY ST. CLAIR, merchant Greenville; dealer in groceries, provisions,
Greenville, like most cities of its size,
produce, glass and queensware. etc., etc.
has its representative business men in nearly all branches of trade, and while it
has several good stores in the above line, it is conceded by all, that the leading
grocery house of Greenville is that of Henry St. Clair, who is one of the most
enterprising, energetic and active business men of the place, and has by the above
traits of character, combined with honorable and fair dealing, during the past eight
years, built up the largest grocery trade done by any one house in Darke County
he carries a large stock, selected with care, which would do credit to any large city.
He has had a steady yearly increase of trade his sales for the year 1878 being upward of $200,000. " Mr. St. Clair was born in Seneca Co., N. Y., upon the 7th of
May, 1852 when 3 years of age, he emigrated to Darke County with his parents,
and, after a residence of seven years, removed to Cincinnati, and was educated in
the public schools, and completed his education by a course of instruction in the
Commercial College at 16 years of age, he accepted a position as book-keeper in
a large wholesale house in Cincinnati with which he remained four years in 1872.
he came to Greenville and engaged in his present business. A card of his business will be found in the business directoiy of Greenville, in another part of this
work.
His marriage with Ella S. Van Dyke was celebrated Feb. 4. 1875 she
was born in Glendale, Hamilton Co., Ohio, in 1853.
WILLIAM SCHAFER, farmer and stock-raiser; P.O.Greenville was born in
Prussia, Germany. Sept. 2, 1833, where he followed farming until 20 years of age,
when he emigrated to America, landing in New Orleans in 1853 he then came to
Montgomery County and to Dayton and followed various pursuits in the above
county until March, 1865, when he came to Darke County and purchased his present place
he now has 84 acres with the best of farm buildings he landed
in Dayton with a capital of $3.00, and has by his own hard labor and correct
in 1877, he was elected
business habits, secured all of the above property
one of the Directors of the county infirmary, which office he now holds has been
has suffered great affliction
a member of the Lutheran Church thirty-two years
Upon the 1st of
in his family, having lost five of his eight children by death.
December, 1859, he was united in marriage with Mary Schermer she was born in
Auglaize Co., Ohio, in 1835 they were the parents of eight children, viz.,
Katie,
William, born June 17.1863, died Aug. 16, 1864
Marv, born Feb. 3, 1861
born Aug. 3, 1865, died xMay 8, 1876 Menie, born Aug. 29, 1867, died March 14,
Susie,
John, born Feb. 17, 1872
1870 Louisa, born Dec. 10, 1869, died in 1871
Harvey, born Oct. 4. 1876. died Feb. 1, 1879.
born July 7, 1874
JACOB O. SCJJELL. biographical historian, Greenville, is a son of
Joshua Schell, and a grandson of Jacob and Elizabeth (Caylor) Schell he was
and she. Dee. 19, 1784 they were the
born in Pennsylvania Oct. 14, 1779
these
parents of twelve children
six died in infancy, and six grew to maturity
were Elizabeth, born March 27. 1807 George, March 15, 1809 Joshua, July 29.
1811; Sophia, Jan. 2, 1815; Nancy, July 30, 1819; and Jacob, Jan. 19,1827.
They left Pennsylvania Oct. 14, 1830, and came to Ohio in a one-horse wagon, this
was so crowded with their household goods that there was room for but one pasvasenger the mother and the youngest son occupied, by turns, the
cant space in the wagon
Jacob was not 4 years old, yet he walked
a good portion of the way, and no doubt made a grotesque appearElizabeth was married
ance, in his red liusey dress andcap of rabbit skins.
to Joseph Fourman and came to this State at the same time in a wagon
of the above firm
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;
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miles per day
the}- traveled from twelve to twenty-two
their own
twenty-eight days they reached Montgomery County and stopped for a
few days with Jacob Ryder near Liberty, and then went six miles below Hamilton
When
to John Redsecker, who furnished them with an old log house to live in.
they landed, their stock consisted of the one-horse load of household goods, horse
of

;

in

They bought some 30 acres
and wagon, and some less than $1 in money.
acres of timber land, and the next fall built a house and settled on their new
home. It was mainly by the energy and econonry of the two oldest boys that they
George stayed at home till 25
were enabled to pay for this and improve it
years of age, and Joshua till 23 years old they and their father were carpenters,
and worked for 75 cents a day. In 1850, they sold their little home for $1,500,
and afterward bought 92 acres in Clay Township, Montgomery Co., near West
Baltimore here he died Aug. 4, 1861. His widow then went to live with her son
Joshua (who since the fall of 1851 had lived' in Darke Co.), where she died Aug.
In 1839, Jan. 10, Joshua Schell was united in marriage with Mary
31, 1868.
White, born in Pennsylvania, Feb. 29, 1820 she is a daughter of Jacob White, who
died a few years ago in Indiana, at the advanced age of 93 }-ears. Joshua and Mary
Amanda, born in Butler Co.. Ohio. Aug.
Schell were the parents of ten children
;

;

;

;

—

Mary F., Aug. 5, 1844 Sophy. Sept. 2,
1839 Ann Elizabeth. Aug. 5, 1841
Adin H, born in Darke Co., Ohio, March 22,
1846 Jacob O., Sept 25, 1849
1852 Nancy E., July 15, 1854 Joseph W., Sept. 24, 1856 Aurelia C, Nov. 28,
Five of these are married and have had in all
1860, and Milo M., Feb. 18, 1863.
The subject of this sketch was
nineteen children, of which seventeen are living.
in the
brought up on the farm, and received a good common-school education
fall of 1869, he commenced teaching, and continued to teach in the winter season
for several years, and attended school during the summer, or worked at the carpenter's trade.
On the 17th of June, 1875, just 100 years after the battle of
Bunker Hill, he completed the English normal course at the Ohio Central Normal
School at Worthington. On the 19th of June of the same }'ear, he married Elizabeth R, Mundhenk, a daughter of Philip Mundhenk, whose biography appears in
she was born Feb. 16, 1853 for several years she also was enthis volume
gaged in teaching. In the fall of 1875, they moved to Gettysburg, Darke Co.. Ohio,
and taught the schools of that place the following year, they moved to Arcanum
and remained three }-ears here their daughter, Judith Opal, was born Aug. 9,
They are members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, in which he was
1877.
brought up. On Oct. 22, 1879, they moved to Greenville, and he is now one of
30,

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

the solicitors for this work.

WILLIAM

H. SCHULTZ. farmer and stock-raiser P. O. Greenville born
of Maryland Sept. 7, 1843 here he was engaged in various pursuits
until 1863, at which date he emigrated to Darke Co.. Ohio, and for two years was
employed as a farm laborer. Upon the 8th of April, 1865, he was united in marshe was born in Darke Co., Jan. 18, 1840 they
riage with Martha A. Noggle
have three children Mary E., born March 1, 1869 Margaret F., born Aug. 21,
Mr. Schultz purchased his present place
1872, and Julia P., born Jan. 13, 1875.
of 120 acres in 1867 it is valued at about $10,000, nearly all of which he has
he was a son of
accumulated by his own hard labor and correct business habits
Frederick Schultz, who was born in Pennsylvania and died in Maryland in February, 1876
he married Mary P. Poblitz, also a native of Pennsylvania she
died in 1877.
The wife of the subject of this sketch is a daughter of David Noggle.
one of the old settlers of Darke Co., and who is prominently mentioned in this
work.
JOHN H. SCHWABLE. proprietor of Turpen House billiard hall and sample room, Greenville. Ohio; born in Seneca Co., Ohio, March in. 1850: he was
left an orphan when quite young, and has since made his way through the world
alone when 10 years of age, he went to Piqua. Miami Co.. and after attending the
public schools two years, learned, and worked at the baker's trade live years
;

in the State

;

;,

—

:

;

;

;

:

;

;

;
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in 1872 came to Greenville, and for five years #as employed as clerk of the
Wagner House; in November, 1877, he purchased his present place of business,

and

Mr. Schwable is very genial, gentlewhich he has since successfully followed.
manly and courteous to his large and increasing trade, and gives his personal attenUpon the 24th of April. 877. he was united
tion to his business in all its details.
they have two children.
in marriage with .Mary Haas: she was born in Germany
Henry L. and Frank J.
JOHN SEBRING, farmer. Sec. 1. P. 0. Greenville. This gentleman is another
of the early pioneers of this county he was born near Cincinnati. Ohio. Aug. 20,
1816, and is the son of Jacob Sebring, who was born in New Jersey December, 1776.
In the latter part of the eighteenth century, he was united in marriage with Elizabeth Smalley, who was also a native of New Jersey the} were the parents of eight
1

;

—

;

7

;

he emigrated West in 1816, locating temchildren, five of whom are still living
porarily near Cincinnati, Ohio after remaining here a few years, he removed with
his family in 1821 to this county, settling upon a piece of land located in the
same section on which our subject now resides at this time, this county was covered with a vast stretch of wilderness, with only here and there a spot cleared off
;

;

;

enough to erect a log cabin to assist his father to clear away the dense forand cultivate the soil gave our subject ample employment till he was 21 years
of age educational facilities were then ver}- meager, but he availed himself of all
the advantages then offered in this direction, acquiring for himself a common-school
education. He has been twice married, first to Matilda Clark, Nov. 23, 1837 they
were the parents of five children, three of whom are still living the father and children were soon called upon to mourn the loss of an affectionate wife and loving

large

;

ests

;

;

;

About five years later, Mr. Sebring celebrated his second marriage,
mother.
they are the parents of three children,
with Malinda Gower, Nov. 15, 1858
all of whom the swift messenger of death has visited and consigned to the silent
tomb he now owns a beautiful farm, the result of his own industry and frugality,
assisted by his kind companions, and is surrounded with everything that tends to
lighten the burdens of declining life.
IRA SEBRING, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 1 P. 0. Greenville. To the
subject of this memoir we are pleased to accord a place to one of Darke Co.'s
permanent settlers he was born in this township Dec. 8, 1846, and is a son of
John and Matilda Sebring, who were among the early pioneers of this county, and
who gave civilization, improvement and refinement a foothold in the vast wilderness of Ohio they settled here in this township in 1823, and he has been a resident here ever since, having lived here continuously for fifty-seven years, and is
now in declining health, as strength and vigor are gradually fading away Mrs. Sebring departed this life twenty-five j^ears ago they were the parents of five children,
of whom three are now living, viz., Angeline, Malinda and our subject, who was raised
a farmer bo}7 and assisted his father in agricultural pursuits till his 18th year,
when he began life for himself and engaged in farming through his own exertions.
he stored his mind with useful information, and was prepared to enter the field of
he has successfully labored in the schoolroom at
labor in imparting knowledge
irregular intervals for nine years, and is among the successful educators of the
county he has 65 acres of fine land where he resides, all under a good state of
cultivation, and his improvements are number one and comfortable in every way
he entered the race of life with a very small capital, and by energy, perseverance
and good management, he has made a good home, and is surrounded by all the
He was united in marriage with Joanna, daughter of Samuel and
comforts of life.
afterward residents of
Ella Dunn, Aug. 1, 1867 they were natives of Maryland
Clark and Greene Cos., Ohio, and settled in Darke Co. in 1866, where they now
reside; Mr. and Mrs. Sebring were the parents of five children, viz.: Samuel
Oraetta
Elldatta, born Sept. 27, 1870
J., born Nov. 7. 1868. died Feb. 12, 1871
May. born May 26, 1873, died Jan. 2. 1880 Vinnie V., born Oct. 30, L875; Katie
they have been very unfortunate in raising their children,
Y.. born Feb. in, 1878
;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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as that dreadful scourge, the scarlet fever, has carried two of their little ones from
Mr. S. has been a member of the Reformed Church for six years,
their embrace.
and his amiable wife for a period of eight years they are exemplary Christian
people, and through their faith they see the gateway of entrance whereby they can
be re-united with the little ones that have gone before them.
although a young man, the above
C. J. SHADE, farmer P. 0. Greenville
gentleman may be classed among the old settlers, this being his native county, and
his birth occurred in 1844 he is a son of A. R. and Sarah Shade, who were among
the early settlers, locating in this county in the year 1820, when there were but
few improvements, no pikes, and but few roads were passable save on horseback
the dense forest where they located has since been cleared, and in its place is found
fine cultivated farms at that early day, there was also plenty of game deer, wild
turkeys, wolves, etc., were to be seen in large numbers the early life of our subject was that of a farmer's son, his education being confined mostly to the priviHis marriage with Mary Anderson was celleges offered by the common schools.
ebrated in Randolph Co., Ind., in 1865 they have three children by this union;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Sarah Catharine, Charles A. B., and Mary Eveline.
HENRY SHOVER, farmer and stock-raiser P. 0. Greenville another of
born in York Township April 4, 1836 he was
the old settlers of Darke Co.
the youngest son of Sebastian Shover, who was probably born in Pennsylvania, and came to Montgomery Co. when quite young, and to Darke Co. about
he married in Monthe died in York Township in 1840
the year 1832
gomery Co. to Margaret Weaver she was born in Pennsylvania and died in
Darke Co. in 1869. The subject of this memoir was left fatherless when 4 years
of age, after which he lived with his mother until 10 years of age he then
made his home with his Grandfather Weaver, until 15 years of age, when he
started out in the world for himself and served three years at the blacksmith's trade,
he
after which he came to Greenville and was employed four years at his trade
then started in business for himself, and was engaged at his trade some thirteen
years, when, in the spring of 1863, he gave up his business and purchased his
present place, where he has since lived he has 40 acres of land, with good farm
buildings, located two miles from Greenville, under a good state of cultivation
she was born
his marriage with Angeline Sebring was celebrated Sept. 16, 1858
they have no children of
in Greenville Township, Darke Co., Sept. 27, 1838
their own, but have taken to raise a girl now 8 years old, whom they treat and
educate as their own. Mrs. S. is a daughter of John Sebring, whose sketch appears
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

among the biographies of Greenville Township in this work.
GEO. W. SNYDER, farmer and stock-raiser, Section 19,

Greenville Township
the early settlers of Darke Co. we mention the gentleman whose name heads this sketch he was born in Hamilton Co., Ohio, June
born in Pennsylvania July
5, 1830; he was a son of Geo. Snyder, who was
He married Elizabeth Dively she was born Oct. 9, 1799, in Pennsyl4, 1804.
vania he located in Hamilton Co. when there was but three or four log houses
P. O. Mt. Heron.

;

Among

;

;

;

in 1836, came to Darke Co., and in 1873 he
where Cincinnati now stands
Mrs. Snyder died
started West, since which time all trace of him has been lost.
They were the parents of six children, viz. George W., Elizabeth
Sept. 13, 1839.
A. and Martha J. (triplets), born June 5, 1830 Mary A., born Jan. 30, 1834.
deceased Abraham, born Jan. 27, 1836, and Frederick, born Aug. 21, 1838. At
9 years of age, Geo. W. was taken and raised by Emanuel Flory until 20 years of
at the latter age, he
age, and by dint of hard study obtained a fair education
went to Greenville and devoted three years to carriage-making he then started
in the above business for himself, in connection with undertaking, at Hill Grove,
following the same three years, during which time he did all of the undertaking
in 1857, he purchased the farm uow owned by Samuel Puterbaugh,
for Union City
and after clearing some 70 or 80 acres, sold out in 1865 and purchased his present
he now owns 150 acres four miles west from Greenville, with good farm
place
;

:

;

:

;

;

;

;
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:

he has secured all of the above property, valued at from $10,000
by his own hard labor. He married Catherine Puterbaugh July 4.
1852 four children by this union Amy E., born April 22, 1854 Lauretta J.,
Frederick B., Aug. 18, 1856, and Fernando, July 16, 1860. March
Oct. 22, 1855
she was born in Darke
23, 1865, he was united in marriage with Julia Ann Sink
five children was the fruits of this union
Lewis E., born
Co. June 4, 1845
June 23, 1866, died May 15, 1867 Jacob E., born May 8, 1868 Mary L., Jan.
Nora Rosa Ellen, Sept. 27, 1873, and Murtle L., June 1, 1876.
10, 1871
ANDREW J. SMITH, barber and hair-dresser, Greenville was born in
Fredericksburg, Va., Oct. 5, 1828, and is a son of Robert and Sarah Smith, who
Our
are still living and reside in Piqua, and are upward of 80 years of age.
subject came to Greenville, May 6, 1859, and has followed his profession ever
since
he has been very successful in business, having accumulated a good proHe is one of the leading tonsorial
perty, all the fruit of his own hard labor.
artists, and we can advise any who want a good, clean and easy shave to give
buildings

;

to $12,000,

—

;

;

;

;

—

;

;

;

;

;

;

Andy

a trial.

dealer in stoves and tinware.
The subO. H. SMITH, Greenville, Ohio
ject of this memoir was born in Winchester, Randolph Co., Ind., in 1855, and is a
son of Jeremiah and Cynthia Smith, residents of Randolph Co. both are dead
his mother died in 1873, aged 54
his father died in 1872 at the age of 68 years
Our subject resided at home till he was 17 years of age, when he began
years.
he removed to Greenville in 1877
life for himself and followed various pursuits
He was
and opened a hardware store, which business he is still engaged in.
united in marriage in 1878, Dec. 24, to Miss Voria Southern; her parents are
residents of this place.
JACOB STEINLE, Greenville, Ohio; manufacturer and dealer in cigars and
The subject of this memoir was born in Shelby Co., Ohio, Feb. 25,
tobacco.
1854 in 1867, he commenced the cigar trade, and followed the same for two years
thence to Vandalia, 111., for a short time thence to Indianin La Crosse, Wis.
apolis, Ind., where he followed his trade seven years, and in June, 1877, came to
Greenville and engaged in his present business, which he has since successfully
followed.
He is a practical cigar-maker, and gives his personal attention to every
detail of his business, and has in his employ the year round from two to six men.
His marriage with Emma S. Reeder was celebrated in Indianapolis, Ind., in 1875 ;
they have two children, John H. and Anna.
STEPHENS, blacksmith, Sec. 5 P. 0. Greenville another of the
old settlers
born in Darke Co., German Township, Nov. 11, 1825 he was a son
he was born in
of David Stephens, one of the early pioneers of Darke Co.
Washington Co., Penn., Nov. 1, 1791 he came to Jefferson Co., Ohio, with his
parents in 1798, four years before Ohio was admitted into the Union as a State
he came to Preble Co. in 1805 and to Darke Co., 1818 he was a soldier in the
war of 1812, serving a part of the time as scout between Fort Nesbit and Fort
Recovery, and was in the memorable forced march from Fort Greenville to Muncie,
Ind., in the winter of 1814, to relieve Isaac Shell}' and Gen. Winchester, Kentuckians. who were out of rations, and was compelled to stand guard half the night in
snow knee-deep, without anything to eat he was, so far as known, the last surviving one living in this county who served at Fort Greenville he suffered all the
hardships and privations of frontier life, and by industry and economy secured a
handsome competence he was a man of sterling will and integrity, and won the
esteem of all who knew him in early life, he joined the Church of the United
Brethren, and in 1861 or 1862 connected himself with the Reformed Church, and
lived a consistent Christian life until his death, which occurred Jan. 8, 1879, aged
87 years, 2 months and 8 days. He was married in Darke Co. to Lydia
Wngner she was born in the year 1803; she is now living in German Township, at the advanced age of 77 years
they were the parents of ten children, of
whom seven are now living. The subject of this sketch commenced to learn
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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the blacksmithing trade at Palestine when 19 years of age, and worked at his
trade in German Township, with the exception of six months' residence in
and
Indiana, until about the year 1847, when he removed to Neave Township
about the year 1853 located upon his present place, where he has lived and followed his trade for a period of two and a half decades he also owns 140
He has
acres of land, which he rents, devoting his entire attention to his trade.
been twice married, first, in 1851, to Maria D. Dininger, a daughter of Jacob Dininshe was born in Montgomery Co.,
ger. one of the early pioneers of Darke Co.
May 6, 1830; she died in Darke Co, Aug. 15, 1865, leaving five children, of
whom four are now living William, Margaret, Lewis, and Lydia. His marriage
with Mrs. Matilda Risser was celebrated Oct. 4, 1868 her maiden name was
Finfrock she was born in Miami Co., Ohio, Dec. 17, 1832 they have three children by this union, viz., Alva A., Clara E., and John C.
TILLMAN, retired farmer P. 0. Greenville one of the old
born in Preble Co., Ohio, Jan. 20, 1818 he was a son
settlers of Darke Co.
who was born in Virginia April 17, 1780, and when
Sr.,
Tillman,
John
of
10 years of age removed to Tennessee, and came to the Territory of Ohio about
the'year 1800, two years previous to its admission into the Union as a State he
he was married in Tennessee to Nancy Harlers she was also a native of Virginia,
born Sept. 10. 1790 they were the parents of seventeen children, of whom thirteen
Mr. Tillman died in Preble Co., Feb. 24, 1850 his wife died
lived to grow up
The subject of this memoir was raised to farming in Preble Co.
Sept. 1, 1863.
until 22 years of age, when, in 1840, he came to Darke Co. and located in Van
Buren Township, upon 160 acres of timber land which had been entered by
his father and upon this place he resided until 1871, a period of thirty years,
during which time he cleared upward of 500 acres, and brought the same from a
howling wilderness to a good state of improvement, and in 1862 he was in possession of 1,000 acres of land he has since disposed of a part of the same, and now
has about 600 acres divided into improved farms. Mr. Tillman has been one of
the hard-working and industrious men of Darke Co., and by his energy, industry and correct business habits, has placed himself among the large landholders of this county in 1872, he purchased his present residence in Greenville,
with 15 acres of land within the corporation of Greenville, upon which he then
located, and where he has since lived, retired from active labor, having his farm
June 16, 1840, he was married to Rachel Townsend she was born April
rented.
two children are now living by this union3, 1820, and died March 18, 1848
Noah H. and Lydia. His marriage with Martha Thorn was celebrated Aug. 12,
1849 she was born in Indiana in 1824, and with her parents came to Darke
she was a daughter of Thomas A. Thorn, one of the early
Co. in 1831
he died in this county in 1852 they have three chilpioneers of Darke Co.
John A., farming in
dren by this union, viz. Belle, now Mrs. Henry Hetzler
Brown Township and Susie, now Mrs. Cliff Boyde. Mr. T. has taken a deep interest in the cause of religion, having been a member of the Christian Church for
his wife and four of the children also belong to the
a period of thirty years
;
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church.
the subject of this memoir was
J. TODD, livery and feed stable
and
and
is a son of Charles W.
1840,
Feb.
Ky..
3,
Campbell
Co.,
born
Catherine Todd, also natives of Kentucky. Our subject removed to Greenville in
1861. and soon after embarked in the livery stable business, in which he is still
engaged he carries a fine stock of turn-outs, the finest in the city, and is prepared
at alftimes to give his customers, or any who may favor him with a call, a fine
He was united in marriage with Miss Mary Coblantz, a
rig at moderate prices.
they were the parents of two children, viz., George
native of Ohio, Jan. 14, 1871
B.. bom in 1872, Chasseldown, born in 1875.
born in
P. 0. Greenville
J. W. TROXELL, saw-miller and lumber dealer
Virginia, Sept. 5, 1838, where he remained with his parents till 1S45. when they

WALTER

;

in

;

;

;

;
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moved to Knightstown, Ind., where he remained until 1859 or 1860 at this date,
he purchased a saw-mill, and moved it to Illinois, where he remained some two
years; he then disposed of his mill and went to Indianapolis, where he worked at
the carpenter's trade, and in 1873 came to this county, where he has since conOn the 22d of December. 1873. he was united in marriage with
tinued to reside.
Nancy M. Anderson they are the parents of four children, of whom three are
living, viz.. Fannie B., Belle and Mamie; the deceased died in infanc}
THOMAS I'. TURPEN, retired; P. 0. Greenville; the paternal ancestry of
our subject cannot be traced with any degree of certainty all that is definitely
known is that his Grandfather Turpen was born in England, and emigrated to this
country in about the year 17(H) on the maternal side, we only know that a Gc<
Hubbard, whom we will call the first George Hubbard, was born in England in
1590; settled first in Hartford, Conn., married Elizabeth Watts; came to Middletown in 1(35(1 had eight children, six being sons died March 18, 1684 his
Joseph, born Dec. 10. 1643;
children's names were Mary, born Feb. l<i. 1641
Daniel, born December, 1645 Samuel, born May 9, 1648 George, born December,
1650 Nathaniel, born Dec. 10, 1652 Richard, born Jan. 15, 1655 Elizabeth, born
Ki59.
Joseph Hubbard, son of George First, was born Dec. 10, 1643 died
II.
1686 his children were Robert, born Oct. 30, 1673 George, born 1675; died Dec. 15,
1765.
III.
George Hubbard, son of Joseph, was born 1675. died Dec. 15, 1765 ;
married Elizabeth Miller Dec. 22, 1703 their children were George, born March
Mahitable, born June 21, 1708 Richard, born Jan. 8, 1712 Abner, born
9, 1705
April 10. 1715 Caleb, born Aug. 28, 1716 Hezekiah, born March 6. 1718 Abner,
horn July 26. 1721. IV. George Hubbard, son of George Third, born March 9,
1705; married Mercy Roberts; their children were George, born Feb. 6, 1731;
Abner, born 1733, was lost at sea. V. George Hubbard, son of George Fourth,
was born Feb. 6, 1731, old style, died Jan. 7, 1809, new style married Mary StockMahitable, born Feb. 18,
their children were George, born Aug. 17, 1758
ing
1762 Jesse, born June 7. 1764 Elias, born Aug. 26, 1766; Asa, born Jan. 13,
Ansel, born June 15, 1774; Mary, born April
1769; Zadoc. born Jan. 8, 1771
Henry Turpen. father of our sketch, was born in Middletown. Conn.,
16. 1780.
177.")
was married to Mary Hubbard in the year 1798, by whom he had twelve
children, of whom six are still living Thomas P. Turpen was born near Lebanon,
Warren Co., Ohio. Oct. 1, 1820 his early days were passed in the endless variety of ways incident to boy life on the farm, and his educational advantages were
commensurate with those early times he remained on the farm until the age of
after two
32. when he came to Greenville and engaged in the dry -goods business
continuing in this for
years' experience, he was employed as Government agent
three years, he went to Peru, South America remaining about a year, he returned
remaining in this until 1S62,
to Greenville and engaged in the furniture business
he was elected County Treasurer and served four years in 1869. he built the
Turpen House," and presided over it till 1878, when he was succeeded by his son.
His marriage with Mary J. Hunter was celebrated March 14, 1843 she was born
June 17. 1S24 they were the parents of four sons and one daughter, viz.: Lucy
John C, County Auditor, whose sketch also appears
H.. died at 3 years of age
William V.. now conducting the hotel, whose sketch also appears in
in this work
this work
Daniel R.. and Frank Lucy H., born Feb. 21, 1844; John C, Oct. 31,
1845 William V.. July 7. 1847 Daniel R July 20. 1851 Frank E., March 12,
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1854.

JOHN

TURPEN,

County Auditor; Greenville, Ohio; born in Darke
and is a son of Thomas P. Turpen. whose sketch also
appears in this work John C. attended the public schools of Greenville, and completed his education by attending the Adrian College, of Adrian. Mich., one year,
and the Albion College. Albion, Mich., three terms: he then attended the Commerhe was then employed
cial College of Dayton, from which he graduated in 1868
in the Auditors office at Greenville several years, and in 1878 was elected to the
C.

Co., Ohio. Oct. 31. 1845,
;

;
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was united
above office, which he now holds. Upon the 21st of January, 1869, he
they have four children by this union. Fred H.,
in marriage with Mattie Wharry
Mrs. Turpen is a daughter of Judge John Wharry, one
Alary. Clara, and Maggie
of the early pioneers of Darke Co.
WILLIAM V. TURPEN, proprietor of the Turpen House, Greenville
son of
born in Greenville Township. Darke Co., Ohio. July 7, 1847, and is a
Thomas P. Turpen, whose sketch also appears in this work. A small part of the
he attended
early life of our subject was passed on the farm, during which time
schools of Greenthe common school, "but completed his education in the graded
with him in
at 18 years of age, he entered the store of his father, continuing
ville
which was
hotel,
above
the
of
completion
the
until
his different branches of trade
when he was
erected, opened and conducted by his father until the spring of 1879,
one
succeeded by William V., who has already established a reputation as being
experience
of the best hotel proprietors of the State, and we can say from our own
satisfied as at the
that we have found no hotel in Ohio, where we have been so well
himself laboring
find
soon
will
landlord
genial
the
that
Turpen House, and predict
patunder one difficulty, viz., want of room for the accommodation of his many
celewere
Jones
Mary
and
Turpen
William
V.
of
nuptials
marriage
The
rons.
her father, John Jones,
brated June 7, 1870 she was born in Darke Co. in 1850
fruits
was editor of the first paper printed in this county. Two children are the
Nellie.
and
Benjamin
of this union, viz.,
JOSEPH R. TURNER, firm of Turner Bros., wholesale and retail liquor
Greenville, like most cities of its size, has its
dealers, Broadway, Greenville, Ohio.
accord
representative business men in nearly every branch of trade, and we must
place in their line,
to the above firm the honor of being the leading firm of the
domestic goods,
carrying, as they do, a large and extensive stock of foreign and
member
which they sell at the smallest margin. Joseph R. Turner is the senior
received the
of the firm, and was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, June 23, 1842
of two
advantage of the common schools, and completed his education by a course
In the summer of 1861,
years' study at the Wittenberg College at Springfield.
I., servhe enlisted in the 13th Mo. V. I.; was then transferred to the 22d 0. V.
received a
he then returned home on a sick furlough
ing sixteen months
regcommission as Second Lieutenant of Co. K, 93d 0. V. I., and served with this
DonFort
of
battles
the
in
participating
Tennessee,
and
iment through Kentucky
The hardships of army life
elson, Shiloh, and some battles of less importance.
from duty some four
disabled
being
after
constitution,
his
for
severe
being too
the
months, he resigned, returned home, and upon the 1st of July, 1865, he made
the trip consuming
trip overland from Omaha to Virginia City with mule teams,
some four months. He remained in Montana some five and a half years, during
and
which time his thermometer of success suffered many changes, he having made
located in Green1874
and
in
in
1871,
Ohio
to
returned
He
fortunes.
several
lost
have since done a
ville with his brother under the above firm name, where they
His marriage with Hattie A. Macy was celebrated in Montsuccessful business.
gomery Co. in 1872 they have three children by this union, viz., Mabel, Ida and
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

„r

Maud.

farmer and stock-raiser P. 0. Greenville. We
settlers of
are pleased to make mention of the above gentleman among the old
Darke Co. He was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, March 6, 1813. His father,
John Vantilburgh, was born in New Jersey, and emigrated to Warren Co., Ohio,
where he
thence to Montgomery Co., and about the year 1835 came to Darke Co..
the last fourteen years
his wife's maiden name was Sarah Francis
died in 1837
the year
of her life we're spent with her son Henry, and died at his residence about
The subject of our sketch lived in Montgomery and Warren Cos. until 25

HENRY V ANTILBURGH,

;

;

;

1864.
reyears of age, when he came to Darke Co., and after a residence of two years,
moved to "Preble Co.. and in 1844 returned to Darke Co. and located upon his
has since
present place, where he has lived for a period of thirty-five years, and
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cleared about 60 acres b}r his own labor.
Upon Locating here, his worldly posses
sions consisted of one small team of horses, and he was in debt $65
he, with the
assistance of his amiable wife, battled against poverty, until they have secured a
pleasant home and have secured sufficient of this world's goods to carry them
;

through life. In June. 1843, he was united in marriage with Mabel F. Holly she
was born in Butler Co.. Ohio, in 1821
they have one son and six daughters,
viz.,
Nancy, Albinia, Eliza, Louisa, Sanford, Mabel and Maria.
VOELKLE, retired carriage and wagon maker, Greenville. Our
E. II.
subject was born in Cleveland. Ohio. Aug. 20, 1848
in 1853, he with his parents
moved and located in Covington. Miami Co., where they remained until 1858, at
which time they came to Gettysburg, Darke Co.. and have since been residents of
said county, he having been a resident of Greenville for several years.
In April,
1879, he was elected to the office of Constable, which position he now holds.
JACOB WAGNEB, proprietor Wagner House, Greenville, Ohio. We eat to
live, and live to eat
therefore, to point out a good hotel is an act of kindness
which is sure to be appreciated by the hungry traveler.
The genial proprietor of the above house is the oldest hotel keeper of Greenville, and has a
reputation as a first-class man in his line, his house having a good reputatation, extending over a large part of Ohio. Indiana and other States.
He was
born in Beinpfaltz, Bavaria. Germany. Jan. 24. 1833 he received a good education in German in his own country, and emigrated to America when 24
} ears of
age, landing in New York Dec. 1, 1857
coming directly West, he remained three
years in Cincinnati, then one year in Louisville. Ky.. thence to Miamisburg, Montgomery Co., where he was employed as clerk in a hotel from 1862 to 1864 thence
to Dayton, where he engaged in the hotel business for himself until 1868, and in
the fall of 1 868 he came to Greenville and purchased King's Hotel, which he gave
the name of Wagner, and which he has successfully run for a period of eleven
years he also has a feed and sale stable connected with the house.
He was married in Dayton, to Barbara Haas, in 1854
she was born in Hesse-Darmstadt,
Germany, Jan. 2, 1838 they are the parents of two children, one of whom died in
infancy the living. George Lewis, was born June 14, 1865.
Mrs. Wagner is a
daughter of Conrad Haas, who emigrated from Germany to America in the year
1868, and is now a resident of Miami Co.
Mrs. Wagner emigrated to America
in 1858, and located in Dayton, at which place her marriage nuptials were celebrated with our subject.
JOHN H.
P. 0. Pikeville
resides in Greenville Township,
Sec. 1.
One of the early pioneers of Darke Co. born in Lebanon, Warren
Co., Ohio, May 16, 1818.
He was the oldest son of Christopher Warvel. who
was born in Bockingham Co., Va., and came to Warren Co. in the year 1817,
where he lived a few years, then to Montgomery Co. and, in 1838, came to
Darke Co., and located in the woods, near Beamsville, where he lived until
his decease
he was one of the patriots of the war of 1812, under Col. Massie.
A full and complete genealogy of the family will be found in the sketch of Daniel
Warvel, in another part of this work John H. received a limited education in the
;
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;

;

;
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subscription schools in Warren and Montgomery Cos., and assisted his father in
fanning until 18 years of age, when he was apprenticed to learn the blacksmith's
trade
after working at the same for two years he was obliged to give it up on
:

account of his eyesight failing him in Aug. 14, 1838, he came to Darke Co.,
and purchased 80 acres of land near where Beamsville now stands after residing
there three years he lost his wife, and to pay the doctors' bills, he was obliged to
sell half of his farm
upon locating here, he settled in the woods, his milling was
done at Piqua, and there was only two houses between his residence and Greenville
commencing life in penury, he has suffered all the privations and hardships
of frontier life
he has cleared 200 acres of land, and has now 275 acres of land
upon the old homestead, a part of which was entered by him in the year 1850 he
has been very kind to his children, and has settled upon each one money and land
;

;

;

:

;

;
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A

part of the old homestead was entered by him in the
$1,200.
16, 1878, he was tendered a surprise by his friends and old acquaintances, to the number of 100, coming from different townships the company
represented all ages from childhood to old age. bringing bountiful supplies of proRev. Mr. Colvin offered prayer and made some approviso >ns and refreshments
the Dallas band
priate remarks, after which James Johnston made an address
His marriage with Mary Souders was celebrated
furnished music for the occasion.

amount of

to the

year 1850

May

;

;

;

;

May 31, 1838; she was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, April 15, 1819; she
died May 15, 1841, leaving two children, of whom one is now living, viz.. Nathan
His second wife was Barbara
the other died in infancy.
S., born April 18, 1839
Holloway they were married Dec. 19, 1841 she was bora Jan. 30, 1820, and
died Aug. 5, 1844, leaving two sons, one now living, Allen, bora Sept. 21, 1842
He married for his third wife,
Irving, born June 12, 1844, died July 8, 1873.
Phebe Harney, March 9, 1845 she was born Aug. 29, 1820 she died Jan. 25,
His marriage nuptials with Mrs.
1846, leaving one child, who died in infancy.
Elizabeth (Beanblossom) Baker were celebrated Feb. 16, 1847 she was bora Dec.
they have four daughters, and have lost a son
6, 1813, in Montgomery Co.
by death the living are Charlotte, born Dec. 13, 1847, now Mrs. L. C. Garver, of
Dallas
Sarah A., born Oct. 13, 1849, now Mrs. Adam Johnston, of Brown Township Elizabeth, born Sept. 25, 1853, now Mrs. Orlando J. Hager, of Dallas;
Emeline, born Feb. 10, 1857, now Mrs. George Garbick, living in Richland Townshe is a
ship.
Mrs. Warvel is one of the oldest residents of Darke Co.
daughter of Christian Beanblossom, who was bora in North Carolina, and came
to Darke Co. about the year 1817, and located in the woods among the wolves
and Indians Mrs. Warvel has a vivid recollection of the familiar faces of the
same.
Her first husband was Andrew Baker, to whom she was married June 27,
1841
he died March 14, 1844 they had two children, who died in infancy. Mrs.
Warvel located here when there was nothing but an Indian trail from here to
Greenville she is now living upon the same place where she has lived for sixty
years.
Mr. Warvel has been administrator of many estates, has been guardian for
many children has been Infirmary Director six vears, and has held other offices.
one of the old settlers
S. WARVEL, Sec.'l, Greenville Township
of Darke Co. born in Richland Township April 18, 1839 he is the oldest son
of John H. Warvel, whose biography also appears in this work. The subject of
this sketch was raised upon a farm of his father's until upward of 20 years of age,
and in 1859 he commenced business for himself by engaging in thrashing, which
he has followed for eighteen years during the fall, being engaged for the balance
of the year in farming. In 1861, he commenced farming in Richland Township,
and in the fall of 1863 he exchanged farms with his uncle and located upon his
Upon the 23d of December, 1860, he was
present place, where he has since lived.
united in marriage with Nancy J. Royer, who was born in Logan Co., Ohio, Dec.
she was a daughter of David Royer, who was born in Rockingham Co.,
8, 1839
Va., Feb. 11, 1807, and came to Ohio at an early day, and died Feb. 15, 1860, aged
53 years. The children of Nathan S. and Nancy (Royer) Warvel were four in
number, of whom one is deceased the living are Martha S., born Oct. 22, 1863
Eva C., born June 21, 1865 Mary E., born June 9, 1868 the deceased died in
infancy, Oct. 10, 1861.
Mr. and Mrs. Warvel are both members of the Christian
Church.
The career, briefA. WEBB, the present Mayor of Greenville.
ly outlined, of individuals chosen by the people to direct in government,
whether of city, State or nation, may well be considered of most interesting character.
Too frequently honors are heaped upon men whose fame is based upon
success in sanguinary conflicts, and the pages which record their achievements
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HENRY

seem dark and repelling from their crimsoned hue. As often, the men whose
quiet lives displa} manly action, strict integrity and true Christian principles, are
quietly ignored as though the creations of peace were not comparable to the
r
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demolition and ravages of war.
It is a well-approved saj'ing, that the best of men
seldom find their way to the front. When, however, exceptions occur, the lesson
is fraught with encouragement and example to posterity.
Ancestry is a subject
There is pleasure in tracing a long line of
of which men have long been proud.
honorable ancestors back toward the obscure shadow of the past. This pleasure
is
enjoyed by the subject of this sketch, Henry A. Webb, whose line of
eight generations is on record, from Christopher Webb, of Wales, who came from
that country about the year 1650, on down to the present.
The following geneChristopher Webb the second, the father of
alogy presents the chain of descent
Benjamin Webb, the father of Timothy Webb the father of Stephen Webb, born
at Windham. Conn., Oct. 4, 1742, who was the father of Nathaniel Webb, born
Jan. 15, 1770, and died at Guyandotte, Va., Aug. 22, 1823; he was the father of
Nathan Webb, born July 27, 1798, who married Margaret Albright, of Hanover.
Penn., Oct. 31, 1819, and Nathan was the father of Henry A. Webb.
The family
removed to Vincennes, Ind., when Henry was an infant, from Hanover where he
was born (Sept. 22, 1822), and the father dying, his widow, with a family of four
children, returned to Pennsylvania.
The journey is remembered as a long and
tedious one, to which present travel is but as a pleasure-trip.
At the age of 1 3,
Henry was bound as an apprentice to George Young to learn the trade of tobachaving served six years, the desire to see other places, and to find a conconist
genial and promising opening for exertions, induced him to travel to various
places, engaging in such work as could be had.
On the 15th of June, 1845. he
married Elizabeth Warner at Hampton, Penn., and three } ears later removed to
Baltimore, Md., where he continuously engaged in his business as a dealer in
tobaccos until 1870, when he migrated to his present place of residence, Greenville. Ohio
here he resumed business, which has prospered and been increased,
until the present stock affords an ample choice to the public of all articles kept in
a variety store.
From childhood. Mayor Webb has shown a fondness for painting.
ami studiously labored during leisure hours to master the difficulties of this
ideal and realistic work
he succeeded, and many portraits extant are the work
of his hand despite the discovery and perfection of sun pictures, his services
are yet in demand, and the ancient and noble art }*et exists.
He was originally
a Democrat, and cast his first vote for James K. Polk; upon the nomination
of President Lincoln to the office of chief magistrate of the nation the second
term. Mayor Webb became a Republican, and has since continued to act with
that party; in March, 1878, his name was placed upon the Republican ticket
for the city of Greenville, as Mayor, and his election resulted by a majority
of about one hundred over his opponent, A. P. Gorsuch. Major for two terms,
a sti'ong. popular man, well calculated for the position.
Believing in the refining
and elevating tendencies of religion, he joined the English Lutheran Church,
in 1848, at Baltimore, and remained with it till the time of his removal to
Greenville
there being no church of this denomination, he stood temporarily
connected with the Methodist Episcopal Church four years, and acted as Superintendent of their Sabbath school
he then began to attend the Episcopal Church,
which considers him practically a member, and is the Superintendent of the Sabbath school therewith connected.
He joined the Washingtonians in 1S40. and
stands by the brief pledge of the organization
abstinence from the use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage.
In 1844. he became a member of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows. Mechanics' Lodge, and is also of the Encampment of
Taking little part in politics, he acts from principle he is earnest in
Greenville.
example and influence for Christianity, delights in painting, and is beloved by his
family, and generally respected.
Mayor Webb is of line personal bearing, is well
preserved, social, easy of approach, and a pleasant conversationalist. Following a
quiet business and official routine, life is made useful, and the years pass swiftly
:
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dealer in groceries, provisions, glass and queensware, etc., etc.
The
subject of this memoir was born in Mt. Sterling, Madison Co., Ohio, Nov. 3, 1846.
and is a son of J. S. Webster, now a prominent merchant of Ansonia, whose biogrpahy appears among the sketches of Brown Township, in another part of this
work our subject came to Darke Co. with his parents in 1865 after one
year's residence he removed to Illinois, where he resided until 1871, at which
time he returned to Greenville and followed clerking and various pursuits until
January, 1880, when he purchased his present business, and from his extended
acquaintance and popularity we predict, that he will command a large increasing
yearly trade.
His marriage with Dottie Martin was celebrated in Greenville in
April, 1872
she was born in Greenville Sept. 2, 1850
the}' have four children
by this union, viz., William, Charles T., Clyde and Gertrude.
Mrs. Webster is a
daughter of William Martin, one of the prominent early pioneers of Darke Co..
whose biography appears among the sketches of this township.
WEILLS, carriage manufactory, Greenville. The subject of this
sketch was born in Washington Co., Penn., May 23, 1851
he is a son of Solomon
and Lydia (Shaffer) Weills he left his place of nativity in 1856, and went to
Liberty, Union Co., Ind., where he remained until 1S61
he then went to Tippecanoe, Miami Co., Ohio, where he learned his trade, remaining there four years.
He came to Darke Co ., and settled in Greenville in the fall of 1878. He was
united in marriage with Catherine Porter Feb. 23, 1874
she was born Sept. 23.
1851, and is a daughter of James Porter, a resident of Hancock Co., and is now
living in Darke Co., at the age of 62 years
his wife was born in 1828, and died
in 1865.
Mr. Weills' business is located at the corner of Walnut and Third streets.
where he gives employment to several men, and manufactures some of the finest
work in Greenville.
E. WESTFALL, retired farmer
P. 0. Greenville.
Among the early
pioneers of Darke Co., the gentleman whose name heads this sketch is accorded
a place in the front ranks
he was born near where the city of Cincinnati now
stands Sept. 19, 1810
when 5 years of age, he came to Darke Co., with his
parents and located in Adams Township
when 12 years of age, the death of
his father occurred, and at 15 years of age, he commenced the management of
the home farm, continuing the same until 22 years of age.
In 1832. he was
ville
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united in marriage with Priscellia Williams, who was born in Ohio Sept. 21.
1805 they were the parents of seven children, of whom George and Isaac Newton
only survive, and are both mentioned in the biographical part of this work. In 1832,
he removed to Greenville Township and purchased 30 acres upon the same section
where he has since lived for a period of forty-seven years he has been a continuous
resident of the count}' for sixty-five years
he now has 145 acres in his home
farm, located three miles from Greenville
about the year 1869, he rented his farm
to his sons, since which time he has retired from active labor.
He has a vivid
recollection of the Indians, the wolf and deer, and other game which in the early
day of his coming here was to be found in abundance. He is one of the very
oldest of our earlier settlers, nearly all of the pioneers of 1815 having either died
or removed away.
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MARTIN

C. WESTFALL, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 32
P. O. Greenone of the earl}' pioneers of Darke Co. born in Montgomery Co. in 1S24
he was a son of Jacob Westfall, who was born in Virginia and came to Montgomery Co., Ohio, at an early day, and to Darke Co., about 1827, and was
consequently one of the early settlers of Darke Co. he died in the same county,
about the year 1839 or 1840. He was married in Montgomery Co. to Barbara
Crawn
she was also born in Virginia, and died at the residence of Martin C. in
1878, at the advanced age of 88 years.
Martin C. came to Darke Co. in the year
1827, being then three years of age, and has always lived on the same place for a
period of upward of half a century
he is one of the oldest continuous residents of Greenville Township he has now upward of 106 acres under a good
ville
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which he has brought from a howling wilderness to its present
by his own labor.
His marriage with Mary Pannel was
she was born in Virginia they were the parents of three
celebrated in 1858
children, of whom one is deceased
the living are William L., born August, 1859,
now living upon the home farm Ida E., born in 1868 the deceased, Charles
state of cultivation,
state of cultivation

;
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;

;

M., died in infancy.

GEORGE WESTFALL,

farmer

one of the old settlers of
1841
he is the oldest
son of John E. Westfall, one of our early pioneers, whose biography appears
among the sketches of Greenville Township. The subject of our sketch received

Darke County, was born

;

in Greenville

P. O. Greenville

Township Jan.

;

19,

;

a liberal education, and assisted his father in agricultural pursuits until upward of
24 years of age, when upon March 30, 1865, he was united in marriage with
Martha Phillips she was born in Butler Co., Ohio, Dec. 17, 1843
they have five
children by this union, viz., Leora B., John W., Maggie M., Bertha 0. and Arthur
R.
Upon the marriage of Mr. Westfall, he located upon his present place, where he
has siifce devoted his attention to farming. In 1870, he was elected as Township
Trustee of Greenville Township, which office he filled with credit to himself, and
satisfaction to his townsmen, for a period of eight years.
ISAAC NEWTON WESTFALL, farmer P. 0. Greenville the subject of
this memoir was born in Greenville Township, Darke Co., Ohio, upon the 21st of
February, 1843 he is a son of one of the early pioneers, John E. Westfall, and a
brother of George Westfall, both of whom are mentioned in the biographical part
of this work in this township
in early life he applied himself closely to his
studies, and b} so doing succeeded in obtaining a good common-school education
he has always followed the occupation of farming, and about the year 1869, rented
a part of the farm of his father, which he has since operated.
Upon the 4th of
August 1864, he was united in marriage with Mary E. Bell, who was born in Gettysburg. Adams Township, Nov. 29, 1846
they are the parents of five sons, viz..
Oscar W., William E., Charles E., Alonzo R., and an infant unnamed. Mrs. Westfall
was a daughter of Jacob Bell her mother's maiden name was Mary Zimmerman,
both natives of Penns}'lvania, and early pioneers of Darke Count}
Mrs. Bell coming here in 1838, her husband locating here a few years previous.
Mr. Bell died
in 1850; Mrs. B. now makes her home with her daughter, and, at the age of 61 years,
is in possession of all her faculties, and able to perform some household duties.
WASHINGTON ALLEN WESTON, deceased, Greenville was born in
Alexandria, Va., March 3, 1814, and died in Greenville, Ohio, April 24, 1876;
his father, William Weston, was a sea captain and perished at sea
his
mother. Rebecca Conyes, was an English lady, and died soon after the death of her
husband when an orphan boy of 15, he came to Ohio, and was six years a salesman in a mercantile house in Dayton, where he made a record of fine business
talent, industry and honesty
about 1835, with a small capital, he began business
in Piqua, Ohio, but the financial crisis of 1836-37 swept away even- dollar
he possessed
nothing daunted, however, he soon began again in Covington,
Miami County, where he prospered and became leader in the public affairs of the
community in 1847, he was elected on the Whig ticket to the General Assembly
of Ohio, and acquitted himself with credit in the fall of 1848, he located in
Greenville, and opened the first hardware store of the place
in 1856, he purchased
the Dayton paper mills, and for seven years conducted a thriving business in that
city, and in 1863, returned to Greenville, resumed the hardware trade, and in January. 1860. became one of the organizers of the Farmers' National Bank of
decease.
Greenville, and President of the same, remnining such until
his
He was prominently active in the local enterprise of the community, and his
generosity was as universal as mankind, with a heart ever open, and a hand ever
extended to relieve the necessities of the poor ami unfortunate. He possessed a
fine literary and scientific taste, and had a very fair education, and was a good
conversationalist
he excelled as a writer, and contributed a number of timelv
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principle of his

life

was the

Golden Rule.
A. WINKLEBLECK, contractor in supplies for P., C. & St. L. R. R. and
dealer in timber, wood, bituminous and anthracite coal office, Martin street,
Greenville.
The subject of this sketch was born in Montgomeiy Co., on the
2d of January, 1846. He has been a resident of Darke Co. for several years,
and, on Dec. 25, 1865, he was united in marriage with Susan Gorsuch.
They
are the parents of six children, of whom three are deceased.
The living are Homer
C, Maud and Carrie C.
;

JOHN LEOPOLD WINNER, merchant, banker, and legislator, Greenville
was born in Franklin, Warren Co., Ohio, November 19. 1816. His parents were Isaac
Winner and Mary Powell, natives of New Jersey. They were married in Philadelphia and came to Ohio in 1816, where they passed their lives. Mrs. Winner died
in April, 1832, and her husband in the October following.
For about four years
subsequent to his father's death, our subject worked at the cooper's trade" In
April, 1836, he came to Darke Co. and located in Greenville, where he has
since been extensively identified with the business of the community, and has also
held a prominent place in the political councils of the county and State.
In November, 1837, he married Miss Charlotte Clark, daughter of John Clark, Esq., ot
Warren Co., Ohio. For some five years Mr. Winner was in the grocery business.
Eight years he kept a hotel. Four years he kept a drug store. In 1853, he engaged in banking in company with the late Col. J. W. Frizzell, and thus continued
till May, 1865, when he became a stockholder in the Farmers' National Bank of
Greenville, and, in January, 1866, he was made cashier of that institution, which position he held till January, 1872.
In April, 1873, he opened the Exchange Bank of
Greenville,and still conducts the business of that flourishing institution. His wife died
Aug. 12, 1863. She possessed, in a high degree, those noble qualities of mind
and heart so essential to a true wife, and was revered in the community for her
sweetness of disposition and sympathizing charity for the poor and unfortunate.
She left an only daughter, Hattie, who inherited the sterling qualities of her
mother, but the loss of her mother so affected her that she survived her but a few
weeks, dying at the age of 15 years.
On April 1, 1867, Mr. Winner married
Mrs. Jane Crider, widow of Frederick Crider, of Greenville, and daughter of John
W. Porter of the same place. Since 1863, Mr. Winner has been a member of the
firm of Moore & Winner, the leading dry-goods firm of the county.
In 1846, he
was appointed Auditor of Darke Co., to fill an unexpired term of four years,
from 1857 to 1861 he represented Darke Co. in the Legislature, and from 1867
to 1871 he served in the State Senate.
In 1874, he was elected Mayor of Greenville, and served two years.
In politics, he is a Democrat. Although his school
advantages were very meager, his active mind has grasped a knowledge of men
and things that full}' compensates the loss.
WILLIAM H. YOU ART, late of this township, deceased. The subject of this
memoir was born in Ireland in 1796, and came to America about the year 1818,
settled in Miami Co., Ohio, where he followed farming and working at his trade,
;

that of wheelwright, with the exception of five years' residence in Indiana, until
1850, when he removed to Darke Co., and located in Franklin Township, where
his decease occurred in 1862.
He married in Miami Co., Ohio, to Nancy Jay she
;

was born

Pennsylvania

1809
they were the parents of nine children, of
whom five are now living, viz., Anna, William H, Samuel, Jennie and Emma
Mrs. Youart is now living with her sons at their home, and at 70 years of age is
in possession of all her faculties and able to attend to some light household duties
their home is located one and a half miles east of Greenville Wm. H. and Samuel
are the only sons now living they came to Sec. 36, Greenville Township, in 1871,
and purchased their present place of 60 acres, where they have since lived in 1873,
they engaged in the ice business, and have since largely supplied the citizens of
Greenville with ice
the\ have ice-houses the capacity of 12,000 tons, which
in
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laid in the past year
a card of their business will be found in the
directory of Greenville, in another part of this work.
;

DANIEL ZIMMERMAN,

grain-dealer; firm of Zimmerman & G-rubbs.
merchants,
Lower Depot, Greenville, Ohio
another of
the old
settlers of Darke Co.,
born in Lebanon Co., Penn., Jan. 25, 1827
he is a
son of Henry Zimmerman, who emigrated from Pennsylvania to this county
in the fall of 1835, and is now residing in Greenville at the advanced age
of 83 years our subject came to Greenville with his parents, and when 16
years of age he was apprenticed to learn the harness-maker's trade, which occupation he followed some seven years he then associated with Eli Helm in the
butcher business, -continuing the same for twelve years. In the spring of 1863, he
enlisted in the 94th O. V. I., and went forward to battle for the Union;
hv received his commission as second Lieutenant, and after two months' service,
received his discharge on account of disability.
In 1865, he engaged in the grain
business at his present place, which business he has successfully followed
in
1876 he associated with Mr. Grubbs, since which time he has done business under
the above firm name they are extensively engaged in buying and shipping grain to
the Eastern markets their shipments having in a single season amounted to upward
of 150,000 bushels.
Mr. Zimmerman has held his full share of town offices, having
been Marshal of the city two years, Councilman three years, Street Commissioner
two years, and is now Corporation Treasurer. His marriage with Catherine Hartzell, was celebrated in Greenville in 1849
she was a native of Pickaway Co.,
Ohio she died in Greenville July 13, 1876 they were the parents of two children Mary, deceased, and Lillie C., living.
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ADAMS TOWNSHIP.
JOHN BREWER,

farmer, Sec. 16

;

P. 0. Stelvideo.

was

Peter, his father,

born in Pennsylvania in 1777 he married Holy Babe Larern, a native of Pennsylvania, born about 1779
they emigrated to Ohio in 1804, locating in Hamilton
Co., and in 1819 he moved to Darke Co., where he resided till his death, which
occurred in 1855
his wife died in 1843.
John, the subject of this sketch, is one
of Darke Co.'s old settlers born in Pennsylvania on the 7th of October, 1802
came with his parents to Darke Co. in 1819 his education, which is very meager,
he obtained by his own exertions he lived with his parents till he was about 24
years of age, when, on the 8th of June, 1826, he celebrated his marriage with
Elizabeth Coppess, who is a native of Greene Co., Ohio, born on the 2d of November.
1807 after his marriage, he rented a farm on Stillwater, where he remained for
two years he purchased 80 acres in Adams Township, for which he paid $50.
erected a log cabin and moved, and began the task of opening up his farm
has
added 93 acres more, making in all 173 acres, with 125 acres in a good state of
cultivation, the whole valued at $11,000
he also owns a house and lot in Stelvideo.
Mr. and Mrs. Brewer are among the oldest settlers of Adams Township,
and have lived to see the mighty forest disappear before the woodman's ax and
where the old log cabin stood, a large two-story frame house is in its place they
have passed through the many struggles, dangers and incidents so common
to the pioneer of the West, but with an indomitable will, associated with frugality,
industry and correct business habits, they have accumulated considerable amount
of property ten children have been born to them, of whom nine are living, viz.:
Alfred, born March 10, 1827
Mahala, born Dec. 25, 1828 Peter, born Aug. 8,
1831
Adam, born Nov. 25, 1833; Daniel, born Oct. 4, 1835 Jesner, born Aug.
Phoebe, born Oct. 9, 1843 John, born July 2, 1847
29, 1840
David, born May
Mr. Brewer is not a church member, but a true religionist, and is
30, 1850.
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known as a man of good principle
children, besides his own family
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of humanity he has raised six grandMahala, two for Alfred, and three for
;

Phoebe.

HENRY BROWN,

carpenter and farmer'; P. 0. Gettysburg, Ohio.
Samuel,
was a native of Pennsylvania, born in Lebanon Co. in June, 1803 he
married Frances Kopp, who is a native of the same place, born in June, 1803
they emigrated to Ohio in May, 1834, locating in Wayne Co., eight miles north of
Wooster, where they remained till the fall of 1847, when they removed to Montgomery Co., remaining there till spring, after which they removed to Miami Co.,
locating near where Bradford now stands, remaining till 1850, when he moved
across the line into Darke Co., where he resided about four years, during which
his father,

;

;

time he purchased a tract of land in Section 24, consisting of 124 acres, Adams
Township, all of which was under heavy timber during the time between
1850 and 1854, he, with the help of his boys, erected a hewn-log house and
cleared several acres, and in 1854 he moved his family, where he resided
till his death,
which occurred on the 3d of March, 1866, leaving a family
of eight children, of whom seven are living at present, viz., Jacob, Henry,
Daniel, Reuben, William, Fanny (now Mrs. Brandle), Elizabeth his widow still
lives on the old home farm, being 76 years old
Henry, the subject of this
sketch, is a native of Ohio, born in Wayne County on the 27th of August, 1834
spent his boyhood days on the farm, assisting his father in the clearing and the
cultivation of the soil, receiving his education in the district schools he remained
at home till he was 22 years old, when he quit his parental roof and went in search
of his fortune he commenced to work at the carpenter's trade when he was about
25 years old, in Gettysburg, Ohio, which trade he has followed ever since, making
his home with his mother on the old home farm, assisting in the farming, etc.
Mr.
Brown is a live, energetic, thorough business man, strictly temperate in all his habits, and is highly esteemed by his many friends and acquaintances.
He is a member of the Lutheran Church.
BYRD, Sr., farmer P. O. Webster, Darke Co., Ohio was born
Feb. 18, 1804, in Shenandoah County, and raised in Rockingham Co., Va.; in 1840,
he came to Ohio and stopped for a part of the first summer in Montgomery
County, and then settled in Darke County worked at his trade, bricklaying, for
two years. He then married Emma Radefelt, who was born Nov. 17, 1820, in
Adams County, Penn. about the time of his marriage, he bought 80 acres of land
in Sec. 36, Adams Township, on which he is still living he has 65 acres cleared,
all of which he accomplished but about 15 acres
they are the parents of ten children George S., born June 2, 1843 Hannah C, Nov. 27, 1844 Jacob F., March
31, 1847 Sarah I., Nov. 11, 1849 Mary M., Jan. 17, 1852 Abraham and Emma,
July 27, 1854 Henrietta, April 16, 1858 Lucy A., Feb. 27, 1860, and Silves;
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1862.

SOLOMON

B. CHRISTIAN, farmer, Sec. 9
P. O. Bradford
Solomon, his
was a native of Pennsylvania, born in Huntingdon County on the 25th of
December, 1789. He married Mary Bauslaugh, who was a native of the same
State and county, and was born March 4, 1794 in 1814, Mr. Christian made a visit to
Darke County, Ohio, and while here entered the east half of Sec. 9, and in 1829
he settled on his tract of land, which at that time was a dense forest his wife did
not come till 1834, as she was afraid of the Indians she came with a firm determination to share the trials, dangers and hardships with her devoted husband, in
the then almost unbroken wilderness, with here and there a family, at the mercy
of the bloodthirsty red man, and for twenty-five years she nobly acted her part of
the great drama of life on the 26th of September, 1859, the messenger of death
entered the household, removing her from earth to heaven Solomon, her husband,
surviued the storm of life till Feb. 10, 1862, when he, too, sank peacefully to rest
in the blessed knowledge of the immortality of the soul they were the parents of
seven children, of whom four are living, viz.: Susan, now Mrs. Brakebill Anna,
;
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Sarah, now Mrs. Wise, and Solomon B., the subject of this
Mrs. Katherman
who is a native of Darke County. Ohio, born Jan. 9. 1836 he received his
education in the district schools by the time he was 19 years old, during which
time he assisted his father in the clearing and the cultivation of the soil.
On the
19th of -January. 1854, he celebrated his marriage with Miss Mary Brumbaugh,
who is a daughter of Jacob and Susan Brumbaugh, natives of Montgomeiy County,
Ohio Mary was born in Miami County on the 27th of December, 1830, being the
fourth child in a family of eight children, viz.: Catharine. John, Carrad. Mary,
Emanuel, Esther, Elizabeth and Susan after his marriage, he farmed the old homehe came in possession of the home farm
stead, where he has resided ever since
at the death of his father
Mr. Christian has accumulated a considerable amount
of property by his hard labor, in which he has been nobly assisted bj' his good
and amiable wife he is strictly temperate in all his habits, being a member of the
Masonic Order, also of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and of the Patrons
of Husbandry.
He is a firm Democrat Mr. Christian is not a political aspirant,
although he has been identified with the township offices, served as Township Trustee two terms, one j ear as Pike Superintendent, and as School Director ten years.
Mr. and Mrs. Christian are highly esteemed by their many friends and acquaintances for their good qualities Mrs. Christian is a member of the German Baptist
Church thev are the parents of eight children, of whom seven are living, viz.:
Susan, born May 18, 1855 Philip, Jan 1, 1858 George W., July 4, 1860 Mary,
Jnly 14, 1863 "Martha, Jan. 13, 1866 Solomon, Sept. 7, 1868 John S. E.. Oct.
31. 1871. Jacob Brumbaugh was born March 14, 1803, died Jan. 27, 1843 Susan,
his wife, was born Nov. 11, 1807, died March 29, 1852.
GIDEON J. COBLENTZ, farmer, Sec. 28 P. O. Bradford, Ohio. Daniel,
the father of Gideon J., is a native of Maryland born in Frederick County in
April, 1814.
He married Margaret Worman. who was born in Ohio in 1815 she
departed this life in 1855. Mr. Coblentz celebrated his second marriage with Sarah
Shepherd the}' now reside three miles east of Dayton, Ohio. Gideon, the subject
of this sketch, is a native of Ohio, born in Montgomery County, on the 17th of October 1838
he spent his boy-hood days in Montgomery County, assisting his father
on the farm till he became of age, obtaining his education in the district schools.
On the 7th of Januaiy, 1863, he celebrated his marriage with Mary E., daughter
of John and Sarah Hinsey, who was born in Mad River Township, Montgomery
County (now in the Corporation of Dayton), on the 29th of April, 1838. After his
marriage, he moved on his father's farm, where he remained about two 3'ears after
which he rented the Barlow farm, remaining for a period of about three years
when he moved near Fort Wood, on a small farm for which he paid money rent,
remaining three years he followed farming for four years on three different farms,
and in March, 1876, he purchased 40 acres in Adams Township, Sec. 28, where he
moved and resides at present has since added 8 acres more, making in all 48
acres in a good state of cultivation.
Mr. Coblentz has accumulated some property
by his hard labor, in which he has been nobly assisted by his good and amiable
wife
is strict^ temperate in all his habits
two children have been born to
them, viz.: John I). W., born July 20, 1865 Sarah E. M. A., born March 27, 1872.
Mrs. Mary E. Coblentz is a clairvoyant and has remarkable powers in the facult}of clairvoyancy
to diagnose disease and prescribe for the same, and has a large
practice in the counties of Darke, Miami and Montgomery.
After an illness of ten
years, receiving treatment from the most able physicians of the county, but all
to no avail until the 4th day of July, 1874, when the faculty of clairvoyancy was
brought into action, and the beautiful " Beyond" was opened up to her vision in
which a tall, venerable old gentleman, with gray hair and beard, spoke to her. say" I come to cure you."
ing
She was then ordered by her control to read the
thirty-fourth chapter of of Ezekiel
after which she was ordered to go where there
was a pool of dead water and remove from her person all but three garments and
dip herself seven times, after which burn the three garments, which she did and in
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six weeks she had recovered from her illness so as to be able to do her housework.
now leave the reader to draw his or her own conclusions, however, the writer
can truthfully say that she possesses remarkable magnetic powers, and has great

We

power over

disease.

SOLOMON CREAGER,

farmer P. 0. Gettysburg was born in Maryland in
was the son of Henry and Susannah Creager they had seven children, viz.,
the grandparents,
Polly, Thomas, Charlotte, Rebecca, Valentine and Solomon
Conrad and Susannah, were born in Germany Susannah's maiden name was Wolf.
Henry and Susannah Creager came to Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1810, when Solomon was about 9 months old, and located six miles south of Dayton, where they
Mr. Creager, the subject of our sketch, was married in 1833 to
lived and died.
George was born in England,
Maria, daughter of George and Susannah Martin
and Susannah in Maryland Maria had two brothers and four sisters, viz., Elizathe eldest and youngest being
beth, Maria, Ann, Mary, George and John Thomas
dead, and the rest are living they have had as the issue of their marriage six
children, three of whom are living, viz., Henry, George M. and Cora Francis, all
married and settled in life. Mr. Creager after his marriage, lived with his father
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having entered
till the year 18-10, when they came to this count}'
eighty -three acres of land about five years previous and settled upon it while it
was a wilderness, and cut the first stick of timber made an opening and put up a
small cabin, into which they moved then commenced clearing up. working and
making such improvements as time and
toiling from day to day and year to year
means would admit, till at present the}' have about 65 acres cleared and in
cultivation, and a good comfortable house, a large barn and other buildings for
comfort and convenience. When Mr. Creager started in life he began without any
capital, and has made all his property by his own industry and dilligent labor, except a very small amount received from their parents. Mr. Creager has always been
an active Democrat has been School Director and Trustee of his township some six
years; and also filled other township offices. He is a member of the Reformed Church,
having belonged to the same for nearly half a century he and his wife were two
of the six constituent members who organized the Zion's Church, the first Reformed
Church established in this county he has been Elder in the church for eighteen
Thus, while we have here a sketch of one of the old settlers of the county,
years.
we have also a sample of pioneers in the church work rarely excelled in length of
time of service here we have a noble example of the coupling together of pioneer
work in opening out the forests, and that of building up the church, which shall
ever stand upon the pages of history as a bright and shining light to guide the
children's children and future generations to industry in life, and a sure way to
a happy immortality beyond.
DANIEL CREx\GER, farmer; P. 0. Horatio; was born in 1820 in Ohio;
was the son of Thomas and Elizabeth Creager, who were born in Maryland Elizathe grandfather was Henry Creager.
beth was the daughter of Lewis Lecklider
Thomas and Elizabeth Creager came to Darke County, and located upon the farm
on which Daniel now lives, in 1832, when all was a wilderness they cut their road
through from New Harrison to get to their land, and cut their first stick of timber
arriving at the farm on Sunday, the next Wednesday eve had a log house up, and
moved into it Thursday morning from this beginning they labored on, clearing up
and opening out and making improvements as time and means would admit,
for several years their prinenduring the privations and hardships of such life
Thomas lived till 1849, when he
cipal milling and grain market was at Dayton
departed this life, leaving as the results of his labor about 130 acres cleared and
under cultivation, being an example of wonderful industry and energy, and having
accomplished a wonderful amount of labor for the length of time he lived here
he had a family of thirteen children, eight of whom grew up to manhood, viz.,
Esaias, Mary Ann, Perryman. Daniel, Catherine, Lewis, Elizabeth and Josiah, six
Daniel, the
being now living, the eldest of the eight children having since died.
about six years,
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fourth child, and the subject of this sketch, in 1847 went to Versailles, where he
remained about two years then to Kokomo, Ind., where he remained about two
years
from there he went to California, where he remained about five years
returned home and remained here till 1863, when he bought a mill in Miami
County, which he operated about two years, sold out. and then went to Versailles
into the mercantile trade, in partnership, with his brother, where he remained two
but the trade was not fully consummated, after which he
years, when he sold out
was some of the time at Versailles and some of the time on the farm, to the expiration of five years, or till 1872, when his trade at Versailles was closed up, and
he returned to the farm, where he has remained to the present time the original
farm, as bought or entered by Thomas Creager. comprised 334 acres, of which
there are now about 180 acres cleared and in cultivation the farm has remained
undivided to the present time, the mother having departed this life only last May.
1879, being nearly 86 years of age Daniel has bought out four of the heirs, thus
becoming the owner of five shares, which, of course, gives him the greater portion
of the farm.
We see here the history of a man and a family who have been
through many hardships, but the fruits of their labors are now visible, and enable
them to live in comfort and plenty the rest of their lives and this history will be
read by generations to come with much interest, and as an example of industry
and good management will stand forth as a bright and shining light to all ages to
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come.

James Cruea, the father of
E. 0. CRUEA, meat market, Bradford, Ohio.
was united in
E. 0., was born in Miami County, Ohio, on the 18th of June, 1818
marriage with Miss Maria E. Alexander, who was born in Piqua, Ohio, on the 29th
day of Januar}-, 1822 on the 7th day of August, 1873, the angel of death entered
this peaceful family, removing from earth to heaven their kind and loving mother,
Mr. Cruea is not a resileaving a large concourse of friends to mourn her death.
dent of Darke County, as he resides in Miami County, the street being the division
line
he is hale and robust, being 61 j'ears old. E. 0. Cruea, the subject of this
spent his boysketch, was born in Piqua, Ohio, on the 19th day of August, 1847
hood days in Piqua, where he obtained a good common-school education was united
in marriage with Miss E. Anna Boulden, in Piqua, on the 16th day of September,
1869 she was born in Piqua on the 9th day of September, 1848 he moved to German Township. Darke County, in the spring of 1870, where he engaged in the livestock business, buying and selling meeting with good success, he sold out in 1872,
and moved to Pottawattamie County, Iowa, where he dealt in live stock, butchering
part of the time till the spring of 1874, when he sold out and moved to Bradford,
where he still resides, and is at present engaged in the butchering business, carryFour children were given to their
ing on the largest meat market in Bradford.
union, viz.
Anna A., who was born on the 18th day of September, 1870 James
W. was born on the 2d day of November, 1873 Edna G. was born on the 2d day
Lizzie May was born on the 2d day of Mav, 1877.
of December, 1875
W. ELIKER, farmer, Sec. 28 P. 0. Greenville. Henry, his
father, was a native of Pennsylvania, born in 1794
he married Lydia Harris,
who was a native of the same State, born in 1790 they emigrated to Ohio, locating in Fairfield Co., where he remained till his death, which occurred in March,
They were the parents of three children, of
1871
Mrs. Eliker died in 1845.
whom all are living at present writing, viz., George W., Mary and Susan. George
W., the subject of this sketch, is a native of Pennsylvania, born in York Co. on
came with his parents to Ohio in 1826, locating in Fairthe 7th of October, 1822
field Co., where he obtained a good common-school education in the old-fashioned
schoolhouse lived at home till he was about 24 years old, and on the 10th of
December, 1846, he celebrated his marriage with Eliza Graham, who was born in
Fairfield Co., Ohio, on the 28th of May, 1823
after his marriage he rented a farm
and farmed for about ten years, when he moved to Darke Co. and rented land for
about five years he has bought and sold 120 acres, in which he gained about
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he purchased 96 acres in Adams Township, for which he paid $5,000,
where he now resides he has good farm buildings and about 80 acres in a good
state of cultivation.
Mr. Eliker had but little of this world's goods when he commenced life, but by hard labor, economy, connected with strict temperate habits
and integrity, he has accumulated considerable amount of property. A sad affliction befell this interesting family, for on the 3d of October, 1878, the angel of death
removed from earth to heaven the mother, who was a devoted mother, a good wife,
and a zealous Christian. Eight children were born to them, of whom seven are
living, viz.
John H., born Jan. 2, 1848 Joseph G., born Feb. 27, 1849 Mary C,
born May 9, 1850 Sarah A., born Feb. 10, 1854; George W., born July 10, 1858
Simon, born May 9, 1852 Emma, born Oct. 24, 1860. Mr. Eliker is a zealous
worker in the cause of religion, being a member of the " Brethren in Christ " for
a period of twenty-one years.
CHRISTIAN ERISMAN, farmer, Sec. 24 P. O. Stelvideo, Ohio. Jacob,
his father, was born in Pennsylvania on the 12th of October, 1785
he married
Nancy Cassel, who was born in Pennsylvania in 1795 they emigrated to Ohio in
1839, locating in Darke Co., Adams Township, Section 21, where he resided till
his death, which occurred in 1843.
They were the parents of eighteen children, of
whom nine are living, viz., Christian, Jacob, Henry H., Reuben, Benjamin,
Emanuel, Daniel, Joseph, Anna. Christian, the subject of this sketch, is a native
of Pennsylvania, born in Lancaster Co. on the 24th of December, 1820 he assisted
his father on the farm in the clearing and the cultivation of the soil
obtained his
education in the subscription schools came with his parents to Darke Co. in 1839
he remained at home till he was 21 years of age, when he commenced life on his
own responsibility, working by the day or month, and at all kinds of work, till the
death of his parents, when he returned home, and, with his eldest sister Eliza,
took charge of the farm, which he managed with good success. On the 6th of
February, 1845, he celebrated his marriage with Miss Catharine Long, who is a
native of Pennsylvania, born in Adams Co. on the 16th of February. 1827
he now
began the herculean task of clearing and opening up a farm, which has been
accomplished and, through the mercy of Providence, he has been spared to see
the mighty forests fall before the woodman's ax, and what at that time was a
dense wilderness, is now dotted with beautiful meadows, with elegant farmhouses
and large and commodious barns he has under cultivation 110 acres, with good
farm buildings, has erected a large barn at a cost of about $1,000, also a two-story
brick house at a cost of $1,200, all of which was done when labor and material
were very low he now owns 144 acres, valued at $10,000, all of which he has
accumulated by hard labor, in which he has been nobly assisted by his good and
amiable wife, having passed through the many struggles, dangers and incidents so
common to the pioneer of the West eleven children have been born to this union, of
whom only five are living, viz. Lizzie, born Feb. 14, 1850 Franklin C, born Feb.
Cora M.,born May 5, 1867 Arthur A., born
14, 1860 Lewis E., born Dec. 9, 1864
Oct. 5, 1871. Henry Erisman, his brother, lives but a short distance from the old
home farm he married Mary Jane Reck on the 26th day of September. 1848
eight children have been born to them, of whom seven are living, viz.
Samuel H
born Aug. 26, 1849 Ervin H., born May 13, 1852 Edward, born Dec. 11. 1854
Brough, born July 4, 1862 Charles, born, Dec. 7, 1868 Frances, born Nov.2, 1857
Delia, born July 25, 1856.
ADAM C. FRAMPTON, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 15 P. O. Stelvideo.
The subject of this memoir is a son of Hugh Frampton, who was a native of Pennhe came to Ohio and settled in Richland Townsylvania and was born in 1799
He was united in marriage with
ship, Darke Co., when he was a young man.
Mary Coppess she was born in North Carolina in 1805. They were the "parents
of five children, of whom four are now living, viz.,
Adam C, William, Martha
(Mary J. deceased) and Sarah E. Mr. Frampton entered 80 acres of land which
here they settled, lived and died.
at that time was all under heavy timber
Mr.
$2,800
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Our
Frarapton departed this life in 1862; his wife dying two years previous.
was born in Ohio. Darke Co.. Nov. 5, 1S26 he remained at home until lie
was 22 years of age, during which time he acquired a good common-school educaAt the age of 20 he commenced school teaching,
tion in the district school.
which he followed for about three years teaching during the winter months and
working on the farm in the summer. On the 31st of May, 1849. he celebrated his
marriage with Mary .Jane Patterson she was born in Maryland in 1826 and is a
daughter of Robert and Anna Patterson, who emigrated from Maryland in 1 832
and located in Richland Township, this county. Mr. Patterson departed this life
They were the parents of five chilhis wife's death occurring in 1854.
in 1842
John, Esther. Mary Jane, Samuel and Michael,
dren, four of whom are living, viz.,
After the marriage of Mr. Frampton, he settled on his farm in Richland
deceased.
Township remaining there about three yeai-s. he sold out and moved to Stelvideo, Ohio, and in company with two of his brothers-in-law erected a steam sawmill and engaged in the timber business, following the same for about thirteen
he then sold out and purchased fifty acres of
years, meeting with good success
land in Sec. 15, Adams Township, for which he paid $800 he also owned 60
acres in the same section, but disposed of 4 acres and now has 106 acres in his
farm.
When he purchased this land, it was all under heavy timber with the
exception of 2 acres he moved into a little house which had been erected previous to his coming here, but in a short time he had the residence erected he now
he has 70 acres cleared
lives in, and a good barn and other good farm buildings
and under a good state of cultivation. It can be truly said that Mr. Frampton is
a pioneer, " that is, as far as clearing and opening out a farm is concerned he
has accomplished this Iry his hard labor, correct business and temperate habits, in
which he has been nobly assisted by his good and amiable wife. He has been
identified more or less with township offices since his residence in the county
served as Trustee of Adams Township for a period of six years, and has held some
he is not a church member, but believes that religion must be lived
other offices
as well as professed, and it can be said that he is always be found at his post ready
Five children are the fruits of this union, four of
to relieve suffering humanity.
whom are living, viz., Robert P., Carrie, Minnie and Lillian. On the 3d of March,
1878. the death messenger entered this peaceful and interesting family and
remove! from earth to heaven, Rosella, a daughter of 16 summers, cut down in the
bloom of life and leaving a host of friends to mourn her loss. Mr. Frampton is a
member of the I. 0. O. P. Order also a member of the Patrons of Husbandry and
is strictly temperate in all his habits, not using tobacco in any shape and has
never taken a drink of an} liquor only for medical purposes, and is an earnest
worker in the cause of temperance.
JACOB F. GAUBY. manufacturer of brick and tile P. O. Bradford, Ohio.
he marJacob, his father, was born in Pennsylvania on the 20th of March, 1803
ried Christina Fike. who was born in Berks Co.. Penn., on the 11th of March. 1811
they emigrated to Ohio in 1855, locating in Darke Co.. where they resided until
death overtook them Christina died June 11, 1873, and on the 16th of October.
subject
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1873, Jacob sank peacefully to rest.
Jacob F.. the subject of this sketch, was born in Pennsylvania on the 7th of
December, 1837 he spent his boyhood days in Pennsylvania, where he received a
came with his parents to Ohio when he was 17
good education in German
years old after he came to Ohio, he obtained some knowledge of the English language by his own efforts he remained at home until he was 21 years old. and on
the 20th of January, 1859, he celebrated his marriage with Rebecca Wise, a native
of Ohio he then engaged in farming, and in a few years he purchased 122 acres
of land unfortunately, he lost his wife on the 22d of March, 1865 three children were born to them, viz.: Moses, born Oct. 19, 1860; Jacob, born July 16.
About one year later, he celebrated his
Rebecca, born March 9, 1865.
1862
second marriage with Abigail Boocher. of Montgomery Co.. Ohio three children
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by this union, of whom two are living, viz.: Henry, born June 27, 1868; John,
born Dec. 3. 1870. On the 16th of January, 1874, the death messenger called
again and summoned his wife to that better land this, a second bereavement,
almost crushed him to the earth. In 1874, he was married to Malinda J. Stose, a
three children have been born to
native of Ohio, born on the 7th of June, 1853
Mr. Gauby has sold off 80 acres of
this union, viz.. P]ffie J. D., Cora, William.
he now
his land, investing the proceeds in his manufacturing of tile and brick
owns 42 acres of land where he resides, one house and lot in Bradford, also a
blacksmith-shop he is now engaged in the manufacturing of brick and tile, and
The brickmasons say
it is said that his tile and brick are the best in the count}'.
that they can make a better job out of his kiln than from any other in the
country he has the largest and most complete tile manufactory in the county.
Mr. Gauby has had his full share of township offices served as Constable and
Supervisor he is a member of the I. 0. 0. F., and was a member of the German
Baptist Church until he joined this order, when the church dismissed him for join;
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ing this good and noble order.
WILLIAM E. GEORGE, dealer in grain and hogs, also ticket, freight and
express agent, Gettysburg, Ohio. George, his father, was a native of Germany,

born in Hesse-Darmstadt

in

1812

;

Mary,

his wife,

whose maiden name was

Bishop, was a native of Adams Co., Penn., born in 1815 the}* were united in
marriage in Gettysburg, Penn., where they spent their days. Mrs. George departed
Our subject is a native of Pennthis life Dec. 24, 1843, Mr. George in 1879.
he spent
sylvania, born in Gettysburg, Adams Co., the 6th day of June, 1835
his boyhood days in his native State, where he received his preparatory education
in the district schools, after which he entered the preparatory department of the
Pennsylvania College, where he obtained an academic education, and at the age
of 20 years engaged in teaching school in the vicinity of Chambersburg, Franklin
came to Darke Co.. Ohio, in the fall of
Co., which he followed about three years
1857, and located in Washington Township, where he engaged in teaching in
the district schools, which he followed for a period of about seven years, averaging
about nine and a half months per year he was united in marriage with Deborah
H. Fonts on the 13th of January, 1861 she was a native of Indiana, born in
South Bend, St. Joseph Co., on the 16th of October, 1840 her parents were
On the 4th of June,
natives of Maryland, and came to Indiana in an early day.
1863, the death messenger entered the household of Mr. George and removed
from earth to heaven his beloved companion after her death he sold all his real
and personal property, following his profession of teaching in different localities,
during which time he entered Bryant & Stratton's Commercial College of Indianhe then came to Gettysburg,
apolis, where he graduated in the fall of 1865
Darke Co., and resumed his profession, teaching at different places in Adams and
Franklin Townships and vicinity, for about eight years. On the 28th of December, 1865, he celebrated his second marriage with Sarah M. McDowell, born in
her parents were from Pennsylvania, and came to this
Darke Co. Jan. 4, 1844
In July, 1872. Mr. George was appointed ticket,
count}' in a very early day.
freight, and U. S. Express agent of the P., C. & St. Louis R. R. at Gettysburg
and at the same time engaged in the grain and stock trade, which he has since
followed
he now has in course of erection a large elevator. 26x110. and 26 feet
he handled about
high, which will be supplied with all the necessary machinery
Mr. George has one
170,000 bushels last season, of different kinds of grain.
also one child by his
child by his last marriage, Myrtie A., born Oct. 10. 1871
his mother died
first wife. viz.. Charles A., born on the 3d of December, 1862
when he was but 6 months old, after which his uncle, William English, of Spartanburg, Randolph Co., Ind., took him to raise, where he now lives, but is making
arrangements to engage in the drug business in Marshall, 111. Mr. George has
been identified with the various township offices since his residence here has
been clerk of the township for about twelve years, which office he now holds was
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S. Marshal in 1870, having for his district, Adams, Franklin,
Van Buren and Monroe Townships he was confirmed in the Lutheran Church in
1850, but after he came to Darke Co., Ohio, he past his lot with the Presbyterians,
he has accumulated a considhis wife also being a member of the same church
erable amount of property by his hard labor, connected with correct business
and temperate habits, in which he has been assisted by his good and noble wife
he owns 260 acres of land in Iowa, and about five acres in the corporation of
Mr. George commenced life withGettysburg, the whole valued at about $0,000.
out any of this world's goods, and when he came West he borrowed $50 to bring
him here, and has met with many trials and troubles since he commenced life
the greatest misfortune was in losing his right arm on the 19th of February, 1849,
two and a half miles south of Gettysburg, Penn.; while feeding a thrashing machine he unfortunately got his hand caught in the cylinder, and was mangled so
he is a man who possesses an
badly that he was compelled to have it amputated
strictly temperindominitable will, strictly honest, and a thorough business man
is a great worker in the cause of temperate, neither chews nor smokes tobacco

appointed Deputy U.

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

ance

a Republican in politics.
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LEVI GILBERT,

farmer P. 0. Gettysburg. James, his father, was a native
was taken to Pennsylvania by his parents, where he
of Maryland, born in 1776
he departed
married Mollie Reeser in Lebanon Co., where they spent their days
six children were born
Mollie, his wife died in about 1816
this life about 1814
three are living at the present writing, viz., Levi, Joseph and Benjamin
to them
Joseph lives in Montgomery Co.. Benjamin in Darke Co. Levi, the subject of this
sketches a native of Pennsylvania, born in Lebanon Co. on the 26th of September,
1806 he was left an orphan when quite 3T oung, thrust out on the cold charities of
he lived in Lebanon Co. till
the world to fight the battles of life among strangers
he was about 16 years old, working for different persons for his clothes and board
he would attend subscription school part of the winter, which tuition he paid himself
he went to Dauphin Co.. where he worked by the month on a farm for about
one year and a half, after which he went to Lancaster Co., where he resided till he
On the 8th day of
was about 30 years old, following teaming and farming.
December, 1829, he celebrated his marriage with Miss Mariah Spires, who is a
native of Pennsylvania, born in Lancaster Co. on the 13th of July, 1808. In 1837.
he and his family of three boys bade farewell to friends and their native county,
started with a two-horse team for the West to better their condition, and on the 21st
day of May they arrived in Miami Co., where he rented the Eller farm near Covington, where he remained abput five and a half years, meeting with good success,
during which time he purchased 110 acres in Adams Township, Sec. 19, all of
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after he purchased this
for which he paid $41)0
the task of clearing and opening up a farm, worked at
spare times till he had cleared sufficient to put out a little crop during this time,
he had erected a log cabin, and in 1843 he moved his family into this " mansion,
where he has continued to reside ever since, but not in the old log cabin, as in the
course of time he erected a beautiful two-story brick house, and other farm
Mr. Gilbert has accumulated a considerable amount of property by
buildings.

which was under heavy timber,
tract of land, he

;

commenced

;

hard labor, in which he has been nobly assisted by his good and amiable wife, b >th
whom have passed through the many struggles, dangers and incidents so common
they have a host of friends and are held in high
to the pioneer of the West
esteem by nil who know them they are active' workers in the cause of religion,
being members of the Evangelical Church, and the writer can truthfully say that
they are living devoted Christian lives, and he will never forget that pleasant hour
May their days, which will be few in the
and a half he spent in their company.
body, be brightened by the golden light of spirit land —the summer land— and
when they are through with the body may the passing-out be as a gentle zephyr.
They are the parents of seven children, of whom six are living, viz.. Henry,
Samuel, Levi S.. Frances (now Mrs. Merrick). Mollie (now Mrs. Holman). Elizabeth

of
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;
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(now Mrs. Reck), Elmira (now Mrs. Floinerfield) Henry, his son, is a
he spent his
of Pennsylvania, born in Lancaster Co. on the 23d of October, 1830
boyhood days on his father's farm, assisting in the clearing and the cultivation of
He received a good common-school education in the district schools. At
the soil.
his father's shop,
the a<re of 18, he commenced to learn the coopering trade in
on his own
continued
he
which
after
old,
years
21
was
till
he
where°he worked
he made his
responsibility till he was about 29 years of age, during which time
home with his father. He celebrated his marriage with Nancy A. Hill on the 28th
of August
of August, 1859 she was born in Miami Co. in 1839, and on the 12th
one child, who in
the death messenger removed her from earth to heaven, leaving
months, he
seven days later fell asleep in death also. In two years and five
of Montcelebrated his second marriage,with Miss Mary E. Harry, who is a native
gomery Co., Ohio, born in Dayton in May, 1843 seven children by this union,
William H, born Dec, 28, 1863 Samuel H, born September, 1865 John C,
viz
born March, 1867 Benit, born August, 1869 Edward 0., born March, 1872
Gilbert resides
Yinie B.,born November, 1876 May, born September, 1879. Mr.
and
on his father's farm, carrying on the coopering business during the winter
;

;

;

;

•

;

;

;

;

;

;

farming in the summer.

.

farmer, P. 0. Gettysburg, Ohio; a son of Levi and
Mariah Gilbert was born in Lancaster Co., Penn., on the 13th day of September
and in 1842
1835; came with his parents to Ohio, locating in Miami Co.,
removing to Darke Co, where he spent his boyhood days on his father's farm,
commenced to
receiving his education in the district school at the age of 16, he
about sixtrade
his
followed
he
shop
father's
his
in
trade
learn the coopering
he sold out his
teen years, four years of which he worked in Gettysburg in 1863,

LEVI

GILBERT,

S.

;

;

;

;

where he
shop and purchased a farm of 124 acres in Sec. 29, Adams Township,
moved and has since resided he now has ninety acres in a good state of cultiat a cost
vation a beautiful brick house a barn, 80x47 feet, which he erected
marriage
his
celebrated
he
1859,
September,
of
day
29th
the
of about $1,500 on
Co.,
with Rosana, daughter of Mathias and Arnstena, who was born in Montgomery
viz., Elmer
them,
to
born
been
have
children
five
1840
December,
of
28th
day
the
on
E born August 9, 1862 Nora May, born December 5, 1865 Harry A., born Feb.
Raymond M., born March 7, 1874, Mr.
Edith J., born March 25, 1869
17, 1867
of property, in which he has been
amount
considerable
a
accumulated
Gilbert has
all his
nobly assisted by his good and amiable wife he is strictly temperate in
In 1864, he enlisted in the 100-day service and went forth in defense of his
habits.
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

country.

The subject of this sketch was born m
is
a son of Samuel and Hannah (Pauhe
1816
March
Ohio,
26,
Mahoning Co..
born about the year 1790
line) Hahn, who were natives of Maryland; Mr H. was
Frankor 1791, his wife in 1795 they came to Darke Co. in 1831 and located in
resides
and
living,
still
is
Mr.
H.
1861
in
this
life
departed
lin Township Mrs. H.
with his parents
in Greenville, with his son Amos. Our subject came to this county
when 15 years of age, where he assisted his father on the farm during the summer
a
season and attended the district school through the winter, thereby obtaining
he remained at home till 21 years of age, when
o-ood common-school education
commenced
his father gave him 93 acres of land, all under heavy timber he then
On the 21st of March,
the task of clearing and preparing the land for cultivation.
farm,
1839, he was united in marriage with Mary A. Reck, and located upon his
Mrs. H. departed this
to which he had added until possessed of 184 acres in all
number by this union, of whom
life May 11, 1853; their children were five in
Jeremiah, Oct. 15. 1846 John
1844
May
18,
born
Mary
E.,
viz.:
living,
four are
Joseph, April 30, 1853 Mr. H. carried on his farm and cared
E.. May 21, 1850
with Catherine
for inVchildren till Jan. 26, 1854, when he was united in marriage
Feeser she was born in Frederick Co., Maryland, July 7. 1834 they remained on
the farm in Franklin Township till 1868, when he sold, and bought 127 acres m

AARON HAHN

,

;

,

P. 0. Gettysburg.
;

.

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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Adams Township, which he traded for 84 acres in Sec. 25, locating there in 1873,
where he still resides his residence is situated in the corporation of Gettysburg '
he has been afflicted with palsy for several years, which has confined him to his
room a greater part of the time Mr. H. has in no way been an office-seeker, yet
he has been identified with the township offices since his residence here he has
served as Trustee of Franklin Township for a period of six years, and has Keen
Clerk and School Director the children of Aaron and Catherine (Feeser) Hahn
were ten in number, of whom nine are living, viz.: Emeline, born April 15 1857
William. Oct. 16, 1858
Martha E.. May 5, 1860 Susanna C, Sept. 10,' 1861
Laura B.. May 16, 1863 Ansenora, Oct. 24, 1865 Samuel N., May 15, 1868 Sarah
J., May 1, 1869, and Benjamin F., May 15. 1871.
Mr. H. has passed through the
many hard struggles, trials and incidents of frontier life, and has accumulated a
good property, in which he has been nobly assisted by his good wife. Mr. and
Mrs. H. are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and are good, consistent
:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Christian people.
L. HARPER, farmer; P. O.Horatio.
He was born in 1812, in
Pennsylvania, the son of Robert and Sarah Harper, both being born in Pennsylvania.
He was married in 1832 to Martha Adams, daughter of George and Elizabeth Adams, who were born in Virginia, and came to Ohio in about 1810 George
Adams Col. Adams, as he was then called was in the war of 1812, serving as
Colonel all through the war, and bringing home the marks of active service, having seven bullets shot through his body
the issue of the marriage of the subject
of our sketch were eight children, of whom five are now living, viz., William S.
Thomas B., Robert, George and Martha Jane, all married and settled in life.'
except Martha Jane, who is yet single and remains at home.
Mr. Harper
located upon the farm where he now lives, consisting of 81 acres, in the
spring of 1833, and cut out the first stick of timber, made an opening, and
put up a little log cabin, this being the only settlement around nearer than
New Harrison, one and a half miles distant from this beginning he labored, opening out and improving as time and means would permit, till now he has 60 acres
cleared up and in good cultivation, with a good frame house and good barn this
has all been accomplished by diligent industry and energy, coupled with economy, he being $300 in debt when he went on to the farm, and now he has the pleasure to enjoy the comforts around him for the rest of his life
Mr. Harper is a
brother of Sanford Harper, of Greenville.
This is a very remarkable example of
early pioneer life, one who endured especially the toils and hardships incident
to
such a life, and it will stand recorded here "upon the pages of this history, as a
bright and shining example of what diligence and industry will accomplish, and
will be read with interest and profit by children's children and future
generations

ROBERT

—

—

;

;

;

;

;

for ages to

come.

ISAAC HARSHEY. furniture and

undertaking, Gettysburg.
The brother of
David, a native of Darke Co., Ohio, born on the 23d of February, 1839 lived at
home till he was 30 years old attended school during the winter months in District
No. 2, Adams Township, where he obtained a good common-school education, and at
the age of 18 he commenced to learn pump-making, which he has, with cabinet-making, followed ever since, and he is at present canying on the furniture and
undertaking business with his brother in May, 1864, he enlisted in the hundred-day service,
joining himself with the 152d Regiment, Company C he served four months, during
which time he participated in several severe engagements, viz., Lynchburg. Va.. and
Sweet Springs, Va.; he was mustered out in September, 1864, after which he went
to Illinois, where his father resided, and farmed with his father for two years,
when
he. with his father, returned to Darke Co., Ohio, and in 1868 he moved
to Gettysburg, formed a partnership with John S. Plants, and carried on the pump and cabinet making business for about eighteen months, when they dissolved partnership.
and he formed the present partnership with his brother. On the 2d of May.
1869, he celebrated his marriage with Margaret Layer, daughter of Peter and
;

;

;

;
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is a native of Darke Co., Ohio, born on the 25th of Novemone child has been born to them, viz., Hannah B., on the 5th of SepMr. Harshey is not a member of any church, but lives in his own
tember, 1871.
soul's freedom, keeping the Golden Rule in view, being honorable, truthful and very
He has, by hard labor, conconscientious in all his dealings with his fellow-man.
nected with correct business and temperate habits, accumulated some property, in
which he has been noblv assisted by his good and amiable wife.
DAVID HARSHEY, of the firm of^Harshey & Bro., manufacturers of furniture and undertakers, Gettysburg, Ohio Jacob, their father, was a native of PennHe married Elizabeth Deeter, who was
sylvania, born in Adams Co., in 1806.
born in Miami Co., Ohio, on the 20th of October, 1815 he came with his parents to
Ohio in the fall of 1833, locating in Darke Co., where he purchased 160 acres in
he also entered 240 acres in Adams and Richland TownSec. 29, Adams Township
ships in September, 1864, he sold out and removed to DeWitt Co., 111., where he
purchased 120 acres of prairie land near Clinton, the county seat; he had. however,
previous to his moving to Illinois, purchased 200 acres in Fayette Co.; in 1865. his
wife died, after which he sold out and removed to Darke Co., and purchased 80
acres in Sec. 29, Adams Township, where he remained about five years, when he
sold out and purchased 41 acres in Franklin Township, where he moved and on
the 12th of April, 1874. he departed this life, leaving a family of eight children.
viz., Isaac, David, Hannah, John D., Jacob, Lucinda, Susanah and Elizabeth.
David, the subject of this sketch, was born in Ohio, Darke Co., on the 17th of November. 1841, lived at home until he was about 18 years of age, receiving his education
in the district school, after which he commenced to learn the carpenter's trade with G.
W. Weaver, of Miami Co., where he worked about two and one-half years, when he
engaged with B. Kepner, receiving good wages he worked for him two years,
after which he carried on the business on his own responsibility, meeting with good
success in June, 1 863, he enlisted in the 152d 0. V.I., Co. C, and went forth in defense
of his country, serving three months, during which time he was in several severe
engagements, viz., Sweet Springs. Va., on Greenbrier River, and was with Hunter
when he made his raid on Lynchburg, Va.. where he was repulsed he returned
home in September, and re-enlisted in September, 1864. in the 19th O. V. I.. Co. F, for
three years during this campaign, he was in the battle of Ft- McAlister and the
siege of Savannah, Ga.; he was mustered out in June. 1865 after his return from
the army he followed his trade, and in 1872 he formed a partnership with his
brother Isaac, in the manufacture of furniture and the undertaking business, in
they have a complete outfit of
Gettysburg, where he has remained ever since
machinery suitable for their business, and are doing a good business on the 10th
of November 1878, he celebrated his marriage with Miss Clara H, daughter of Samuel and Eliza M. Lehman,who was born in July. 1859 one child has been born to
Mr. Harshey is
them, viz., Franklin Judson, born on the 26th of July, 1879
strictly temperate in all his habits, and is a member of I. O. O. F., of Gettysburg.
EMANUEL HERSHEY, farmer and minister. Sec. 28 P. 0. Gettysburg.
Jacob, his father, was born in Lancaster Co., Penn., on 17th of November, 1796 he
married P]lizabeth Miller, who is a native of the same State and county, born on
Mr. Hershey lived, died and was buried in his native
the 17th of May, 1804.
Elizabeth, his widow, is
county, his death occurring on the 12th of August, 1872.
Emanuel, the subliving at present writing and resides in Lancaster City, Penn.
ject of this sketch, is a native of Pennsylvania, born in Lancaster Co. on the 4th
spent his boyhood days on his father's farm, receiving his
of February, 1821
preparatory education in the district schools of his county, and. at the age of 17,
After his
he entered Litiz College, where he obtained a good academic education.
return from college, he worked two years in his father's flouring-mill. where he
learned the trade, after which he went to Buffalo, N. Y., and worked in the Black
Rock flouring-mills six months, when he returned home and worked in his father's
mill till the spring of 1849. when he started for the West, and on the 9th of May

Hannah Layer; she

ber,

1844

;

;
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arrived in Darke Co., and then rented the flouring-mill one mile west of New
Harrison, on Greenville Creek, which mill he operated for about seven years, when
he moved on his farm of 30 acres, which he had purchased in 1853, and then commenced to burn lime, and at the same time operate his farm, to which he has
added 112 acres, making in all 142 acres, with good farm buildings he has been
;

manufacturing sorghum molasses for about fifteen years, making from fifty to
eighty barrels during the season, and has the credit of making the best grade of
molasses in the county. He celebrated his marriage on the 14th of November,
1844, with Magdalena Bear, who was born in Lancaster Co., Penn., on the 10th of
September, 1825 ten children have been born to this union, of whom nine are
living, viz.
Adam B., born Jan. 9, 1846 Samuel, born Sept. 28, 1847 Jacob,
born Sept. 12, 1849 Barbara Ann, born May 15, 1852 Sarah E., born Jan. 28.
1854 Emma, born Feb. 19, 1857 John, born Feb. 12, 1859 Eliza, born March
19. 1861
Mary, born Jan. 20, 1868. Mr. Hershey has had his full share of township offices, viz., served as Trustee of Adams for five jr ears, and in 1879 was
elected Land Appraiser of Adams Township.
He takes a very active part in
religion, being a member of the German Baptist Church and minister of Oakland
;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Church for a period of ten years his wife is also a member of the same church.
Mr. Hershey has accumulated a considerable amount of property, in which he has
been nobly assisted by his good and amiable wife. He is strictly temperate in all
;

his habits.

ROBERT C. HORNER, farmer; P. 0. Gettysburg; was born in Darke
County, Ohio was a son of Alexander and Eliza Horner Alexander was born in
Adams County, Penn., and was the son of James Horner, who was also born in
Robert C. was married in
Pennsylvania Eliza's maiden name was McGargon.
October, 1860, to Sarah Clark, daughter of Zachariah and Hester Clark Zachariah
was born in Pennsylvania Hester was born in this county. Robert C. and Sarah
Horner are parents of ten children, six of whom are now living, viz., Maretta
Rosella, Mary Hester, Ellen Pherba, Robert Elmer, James Harvey, and Eliza
Leola Robert lives upon the same farm his father came to in 1833, where he lived
and died, his death occurring in 1871 when he came here in 1833, the place now
known as Gettysburg was all a wilderness the farm is now just outside of the
corporation of Gettysburg there was just a little cleared upon it when he came
here he originally purchased 189 acres, labored in clearing up and opening out
the country till there are now about 120 acres in good cultivation, built a nice brick
house, good barn, and other buildings this has mostly been accomplished by his
own labor and industry, and from time to time he purchased more land, till at his
death, which occurred the 7th of February, 1871, he owned 390 acres all in one body,
at which time it was all sold
and his son Robert, the subject of our sketch,
bought and now owns 136 acres, upon which he has since resided he has laid off
for building lots for the town about 4 acres
his farm being so near the town
makes it quite valuable, a convenient home, and pleasant situation. His father
was in the war of 1812 Robert was in the war of the rebellion enlisted in the
152d Regiment 0. N. G., in May, 1864 this regiment did some very active service
he served about four months, when he was discharged, and returned safely home
to his family
he has held the township offices of Constable and Assessor, and is
now J ustice of the Peace we are pleased to place upon the pages of this history a
record and genealogy of another family of the early settlers of this country, whose
life, industry and success stand forth to be read with pleasure and profit by their
children's children for ages to come.
LEVI HUDDLE, retired farmer, Sec. 8 P. O. Webster, Ohio. Frederick,
he
his father, was born in Shenandoah Co., Va., on the 21st of September. 1791
married Magdalena Boyd, who was a native of the same State and county, born
on the 25th of August, 17!»2 they emigrated to Ohio in 1829, locating in Fairfield Co., where they remained about six months, when they removed to Montgomery Co., eight miles north of Dayton, where they resided until 1833, when
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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;
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they came to Darke Co., locating in Wayne Township, near where Webster now
stands, where, on the 5th day of June, 1834, he sank peacefully to rest in the
knowledge of the blest immortality of the soul, as the veil had been lifted from
the faculty of spirituality and the finer firus placed on the organ of clear sight, or
clairvoyant faculty, and he caught a glimpse of that beautiful summer land and here
the writer desires to call attention to the remarkable accuracy and interesting
account of his death, as given by his son Levi. A short time before his death, he
caught a glimpse of the higher courts, in which he saw the day that he would leave
his body and pass into spirit-life
this he related to his good wife and children, of
which they did not understand, and passed it off as superstition but on the day
that the transition was to occur, thei'e being several of the neighbors present, and
his friends, to hear the good old man talk and give directions concerning his
burial, etc.. he placed himself in the large arm-chair, chatting all the while to his
friends, and at the appointed hour, after bidding all good-bye, his arms fell lifeless
by his side, when he drew one long breath, and his spirit had fled. Magdalena,
his widow, survived the storm of life until the 27th of April, 1866, when she was
found dead in her bed, her spirit having fled and joined the angel-band that was
awaiting her arrival. They were the parents of five children, of whom two are
living at present writing, viz., Catharine, and Levi, the subject of this memoir,
who was born in Rockingham Co., Va., on the 20th of December, 1820 he spent
his boyhood days on the farm, assisting his father in clearing land and cultivation
of the soil he received his education in the district schools
his father died
when he was about 14 years old, which left his widowed mother with the
family to his care and support, which duty he nobly performed when he was 20
years old, he commenced to teach school his first school was taught in an old log
schoolhouse which stood on the farm where he now resides he taught during the
winter months, and in the summer he would farm and trade he followed teaching
for about twenty-three years, during which time he taught a term of eleven months
in Vandalia, Montgomery Co.; while teaching here, he took lessons in higher
arithmetic, algebra, penmanship and drawing, of Mr. David Ecker, and by hard
study and close application he acquired a good academic education in 1846, he
traveled for a stove firm in Dayton, which he followed for about two years he
commenced work at $1 per day, and after the first month, the firm raised his
wages to $52 per month, and at the close of the second month, his wages were
raised to $100 per month.
In 1849, he entered the employ of William Mitchell,
of Dayton, as salesman and collector, where he remained about one year, after
which he followed the same business until 1851, but for another party in 1851
he traveled for a Piqua firm selling notions, which he followed for about four
years.
On the 9th of April, 1854, he celebrated his marriage with Miss Lucinda,
daughter of Abraham and Salome Hetzler three children were born to them, of
whom two are living, viz.. Mary L. Lucinda, Sarah Jane R. In April, 1871, the
messenger of death entered this peaceful and interesting family, removing the
mother from earth to heaven. His two daughters are attending the Westerville
College, from which the}' will graduate in 1880.
He celebrated his second marriage on the 16th of September, 1872, with Mary, daughter of Anson and Lydia
Aldrich she is a native of Massachusetts, born on the 19th of September, 1845 the
marriage ceremony was performed by the Rev. William Jay. Mr. Huddle is the
largest landholder in Darke Co., having accumulated a large amount of property
by his hard labor, connected with strict temperate and correct business habits
he now owns 3,400 acres, all of which is paid for, of which 600 acres are in Greenwood Co., Kan.; 320 in Phillips Co., Mo.; 220 in Pike Co., 111.; and the rest lies in
Ohio and Indiana he was one of the first stockholders of the State Bank of
Ohio —William Scott, President, and Young, Cashier and. when the bank was
changed to the First National, he took $11,000 stock; in the Citizens' Bank of
Piqua, $4,100 ten shares in the Farmers' National Bank of Greenville, and 100
shares in the Building Association of Greenville, twenty shares of which belong
;

;

;
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each

and

member of the
member

his wife a

family.
He is a member of the United Brethren Church,
of the Christian Church, and his two daughters are mem-

bers of the Methodist Church.
.JOHN A. HUNTER, -rain-dealer, of the lirm of Williams & Hunter. Bradlord. Ohio.
Robert Hunter, the father of J. A., was born in Fairfield Co.. Ohio, on
Nancy Alexander, his wife, was born in Pennsylthe 24th day of August. 1818
vania on the 26th day of August. 1826 six children were given to this union, of
whom three are living, viz.. John A.. James A., and Anna B. James A. was
horn on the 11th day of September. 1852
Anna B. was born on the 28th day of
August, 1859; Mr. and Mrs. Hunter are still living and reside in Mercer Co.,
John A., the subject of this memoir, was born in Fairfield Co., Ohio, on
Ohio.
:

;

;

:

the 10th day of May. 1844: and in 1846 his parents moved near Fort Recovery,
Mercer Co., Ohio, where he spent his boyhood days, assisting his father in the
cultivation of the soil during the summer season, and attending the district school
in the winter months till he was about 17 years of age, after which he entered the
high school at Liber. Ind., attending about four terms, thereby obtaining a good
academic education in the spring of 1864, he responded to the call of President
Lincoln for one-hundred-day men by enlisting in the 152d 0. V. I., and went forth
was mustered out of service at the expiration of
in the defense of his country
;

:

term, after which he returned home and attended the Liber High School one term
followed teachhe taught his first school in the winter of 1864-65 in Mercer Co.
ing till 1870, teaching during the winter season and farming during the summer
was united in marriage with Miss Martha A. Bailey in West Liberty, Ind.. on the
she was born in Luzerne Co., Penn., on the 22d day of
1 nth day of May. 1869
September, 1846 two children were given to this union, viz. Ella C, born Feb.
I. 1870
Mr. Hunter came to Darke
C. Austin Hunter, was born April 2, 1872.
Co. and located in Bradford in the fall of 1870. where he has continued to reside
ever since
engaged in the grain business in 1<S71. and now has the largest grain
elevator in Bradford, shipping on an average about 35,000 bushels during the season.
Mr. Hunter has been identified with the township offices, more or less, since
was elected Justice of the Peace and Mayor of Brailhis residence in Darke Co.
has served one term as Trustee of Adams Townford in the spring of 1878
;

:

;

;

:

;

;

:

;

;

ship.

JOHN

KINNEY,

was born in Greene County,
farmer
P. O. Horatio
John was born in
was the son of John and Margaret Kinney
Pennsylvania and Margaret in Ohio her maiden name was Brown, daughter of
George and Debora Brown. Mr. Kinney, the subject of this sketch, was married
in 18f)f> to Nancy Ellen, daughter of William and Elizabeth Spry, they being both
Mr. Kinney and
born in Ohio her grand parents were Henry and .Martha Spry
B.

Ohio, in 1830

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

whom

now

Clinton
Mr. Kinney spent one year, after he was of
Douglas, John Milton and Minnie E.
then he went into Mr. Burrough's
age, in traveling in the lightning-rod business
store, in Fairfield. Ohio, as salesman, where he remained with him about five years
then he went into partnership with Mr. Tate, in Tremont, (Mark County, where he
continued one year and sold out. and was married soon after and went back to
then he left
Fairfield and was salesman for Mr. Burroughs for two years more
then
there and went on to a farm in Greene County about one and a half years
sold out and went into the fruit-tree trade for Forgy, McCarfry & Co.. traveled
one summer then rented a farm for one season
then moved to Dayton and went
into tin.' tobacco business with J. P. Wolf & Co., where he remained four years
when he went to Darke County and bought the farm upon which he now lives, and
moved with his family on to it and has followed farming since he first bought
Hid acres, but at various times he sold off from it till he had but 10 acres left
and during his trading he came in possession of a farm of 80 acres north of Versailles, after which he bought back 25 acres of the old farm, so that he now owns
the two farms together, making 115 acres.
Mr. Kinney has had his " ups and
wife are the parents of five children, three of

are

living, viz.,

;

;

;

;
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but. notwithin life, having lost much by going security and other ways
and
standing this, his industry and energy have enabled him to retain his property,
he is a
he has built new buildings on his farm, and is fixed very comfortably
member of the Reformed Church, to which he has belonged about twenty-one

downs"

;

;

Jacob, the father of W. C.
came, with his parents to
1802
April,
12th
of
the
on
born
Maryland,
is a native of
He married a Miss Willey two children were
Ohio, while he was quite young.
born to them, of whom one is living, viz., W. C; his wife died in about 1836. He
celebrated his second marriage with Nancy Eshleman they now reside near GreenW. C. Lecklider, the subject of this sketch, was born in Montgomery
ville, Ohio.
spent his boyhood days on his father's
the 13th of February, 1834
on
Co.. Ohio,
in the
farm, assisting in the cultivation of the soil during the summer months, and
winter attending the district school, where he obtained a good common-school eduwhere he
cation when he was about 18 years old, he went to Greenville, Ohio,
clerked in the dry-goods and grocery store of Swisher & Co. for about ten months
Dill for
after which he went to Beamsville," same county, and clerked for J. H. C
to be
a period of two years. He now came to the conclusion that it was not good
with Miss Maralone, and on the 8th of March, 1855, he celebrated his marriage
garet Riffle, who was born in Darke Co., Ohio, on the 4th of March, 1834 after
and
his marriage, he moved to Ansonia, Darke Co., and engaged in the grocery
meeting
years,
twenty-four
period
of
for
a
followed
he
which
business,
dry-a;oods
withgood success he sold out and moved to Horatio in 1865 and engaged in the
same "business, carrying a full line of groceries and dry goods in 1870, he purchased 90 acres of land, for which he paid $4,150 he has erected a large twoalso a barn, 40x60, and other outstory frame house, at a cost of about $1,500
buildings all of said property he has accumulated by his hard labor, in which he
has been nobly assisted by his good and amiable wife he is also strictly temperMr. Lecklider has never been a political aspirant, although
ate in all his habits
with nearly all of the township offices served as Township
identified
he has been
Clerk for two years was elected Justice of the Peace in the fall of 1875, which office
he still holds was appointed Postmaster at Horatio in 1870, which office he now
holds, and during his residence in Ansonia, he was Postmaster for several years
was appointed ticket and freight agent at Horatio in 1869, of the P., C. & St. L.
R R which agency he still holds. Seven children have been born to this union,
W. Charles, July 30, 1857 Jacob H., March 2, 1859
viz.: Ira H., Jan. 18, 1856
Claudius G.. Dec. 26, 1860 Ulysses G., Aug. 14, 1862 Arthur E., Nov. 19, 4867

W.

C.

LECKLIDER, merchant and farmer, Horatio.
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11, 1870.

farmer P. 0. Gettysburg was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1842 was the son of Jacob C, and Nancy Lecklider his father,
of Jacob C, was born April 12, 1802, at Middletown, Frederick Co., Md. was the son
Jacob C. was
Lewis and Catherine Lecklider. Nancy was born in Pennsylvania.

CHARLES LECKLIDER,

;

;

;

;

married in August, 1825, to Charlotta Creagor after a few years, being left a widower, in November, 1833, he was married to Catharine Willey, with whom he lived
but a short time till death snatched her from his side, and in September, 1835, he was
united in marriage to Nancy Eshleman he is the father of twelve children, viz.,
John, Lucinda, William C, Henry, David V., Elizabeth, Catharine, Sarah Jane, Mary
Jacob C, the father of our subject, came
Ellen, Adaline, Charles and Francis C.
but
to this county September 16, 1846, and located in Adams Township, on Sec. 22,
after residing here for a time he bought more land in Greenville Township,
his
32
the subject of our sketch was only 4 years old when
Sec.
parents brought him* into Darke Co. In 1874, he was married to Barbara, daughter
of Emanuel and Martha Hershey, who came from Pennsylvania they have one
child, viz.: Judd they located immediately after his marriage on his father's farm,
where they have resided ever since the farm consists of about 83 acres of good
;

;

;

;

;

;

land, about 65 acres cleared

and

in

good cul
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MARTIN MARTINDALE,

farmer, Sec. 13; P. 0. Gettysburg.

John, his

was a native of North Carolina, born in 1798. He eame with his parents
to Ohio when he was about 3 years old, locating in Montgomery Co.. where he
spent his boyhood days on his father's farm was united in marriage when he was
22 years old. with Mary Sidney, after which he obtained his education by boarding
Unluckily for him, his wife died in about twenty-two months
a school teacher.
after they were married
one child was born to them. viz.. Jesse, who now resides
near Dayton, Ohio.
His second marriage was celebrated with Amelia Campbell,
who was a native of Ireland, born in about 180-4 twelve children were born to
father,

;

;

;

this union, of

whom

ten are living, viz., Elizabeth, Robert, Samuel, Mary, Rachel,
John. William. Steward, Martin and Rebecca. Mr. Martindale departed this life
in March, 1858.
Amelia, his widow, survived the storms of life till April, 1SG5.
Martin, the subject of this sketch, is of Scotch descent on the paternal side, and
Irish on the maternal, born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, on the 26th of January.
1839 he spent his boyhood days on his father's farm, assisting in the clearing
and cultivation of the soil obtained a good common-school education in the district
schools of his county
he lived at home till he was about 22 years old, when, on
the 18th of April, 1862, he celebrated his marriage with Rebecca C. Yount, who
is of German descent
Fredric Yount, her father, was born in North Carolina
her mother is a native of Ohio.
Rebecca was born in Miami Co., Ohio, on the 4th
of June, 1842. After his marriage, he rented his father-in-law's farm, where he remained till September, 1862,when he purchased 79 acres of land in Adams Township,
Darke Co., where he moved and has resided since he has erected a beautiful twostory frame house, at a cost of about $1,600, and has cleared or put under cultivation since his residence here about 22 acres, and at present has 59 acres in a good
state of cultivation
has a good frame barn, 40x76 feet. Mr. Martindale has by
his hard labor, connected with correct business and temperate habits, accumulated
a considerable amount of property, in which he has been nobly assisted by his
good and industrious wife. They are active workers in the cause of religion,
being members of the Christian Church. They have no children of their own,
but have taken Sheridan Ingle, a bright and promising little boy, born on the 23d
of September, 1867.
Mrs. Martindale's grandmother was a native of Scotland.
and her grandfather on her father's side, Duben Campbell, whose father was
Duke of England.
W. MILLER, farmer, Sec. 34 P. O. Gettysburg. Phillip, the father
of George W., was a native of Maryland, born in 1775. He married Rachel Baldwin,
who was a native of the same State, in 1793 he departed this life in his native
State, in May, 1837; Rachel, his widow, remained in Maryland till 1844, when
she. with her family of eleven children, emigrated to Ohio, locating in Darke
Co., where she resided till her death, which occurred on the 16th of August. 1853,
leaving a family of ten children, of whom seven are living at the present writing,
viz., Abraham, Daniel, Joseph, Kisiah, Margaret, Rachel, Rebecca.
George W.,
the subject of this sketch, was born in Carroll Co., Md., on the 13th of May. 1828
he came, with his mother, when he was about 16 years old, but lived with his
brother Abraham, who resided in New Harrison, where he obtained a good common-school education at the age of 18, he commenced to learn the blacksmithing
trade with his brother, in the town where he resided he only followed the business two years, when he began the carpentering trade with Samuel Paulin. where
he worked for about two years
he then followed the trade on his own responsibility for about six years.
On the 7th of October. 1853, he celebrated his marriage
with Eliza Reck, who was born in Darke Co., Ohio, on the 14th of September, 1836
in 1863, he rented a farm, where he lived for a period of about six
years, after which he purchased 27 acres of S. Rontzon, for which he paid $1,600,
where he has resided since. Mr. Miller has accumulated some property by his
hard labor, in which he has been nobly assisted by his good and amiable wife.
They are members of the Lutheran Church, and are living zealous and consistent
;

:

;

;

;

;

;
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Christians. Five children have been born to them, viz., Margaret A., Nov. 10, 1854
George W., Feb. 13, 1857 John E., Sept. 10, 1859 William H., April 20, 1862
Welby L., Aug. 13, 1867. Mr. Miller and his wife have passed through the man}'
Unforstruggles, dangers and incidents so common to the pioneers of the West.
tunately for him, his father died when he was only about 9 years old, leaving his
mother with eleven children, to survive the storms of life but Providence smiled,
George
sparing her life to see all her children grow into manhood and womanhood.
W, by his indomitable will and iron nerve, has fought the battles of life manfully,
coming off more than conqueror. In 1864, he enlisted in the one-hundred-day
Philip, his father, served in the
service and went forth to battle for his country.
war of 1821, and was at the bombardment of Baltimore in 1814.
;

;

;

;

;

ABRAHAM

MILLEB, retired blacksmith P. 0. New Harrison is a native of
Maryland, born in Frederick County, on the 9th of March. 1820 his father's sketch
appears with his brother, Geo. W. Miller, in another place of this work Abraham
came to Ohio when he was about 21 years old he obtained a good common-school
education in the district schools of Maryland he commenced to learn the blacksmithing trade when he was in his eighteenth year, at which he served two years.
When he came to Ohio he opened up a shop in New Harrison, where he operated
meeting with good success, he now owns 70 acres of
for a period of thirty years
land, valued at $4,000, all of which he has made by his hard labor, in which he
has been nobly assisted by his good and amiable wife, to whom he was married on
she is a daughter of William and Christina Beck, born
the 4th of December, 1845
in Adams County, Penn., on the 17th of September, 1824, her name being Julia
Ann eight children have been born to them viz.. William B., Jeremiah, Abraham S., Eliza Christina, Bachel Bebecca, Samuel (deceased), Henry H., Julia
Ann Mr. and Mrs. Miller are members of the Lutheran Church.
THOMAS O'BBIEN, retired farmer P. 0. Gettysburg, Ohio Michael, his
father, was a native of Ireland, where he lived, died, and was buried in his native
country he married Margaret Kilday, who was also a native of Ireland, born on
the 15th of August, 1769
she emigrated to America with her daughter Ann, in
1850, landing in New Orleans, and in 1861 she came to Darke Count}', Ohio she
departed this life in Gettysburg, Ohio, at the residence of her son, on the 15th of
August, 1879, at the advanced age of 110 years
the day of her death being her
birth day, her friends and relatives were going to celebrate the day with joy and
good wishes, but alas the messenger of death entered the household and removed
her from earth to heaven.
Thomas, the subject of this sketch, is a native of
Ireland, born in March, 1822
lived with his mother and worked on the farm
during the summer, and attended subscription schools during the winter, and by
close application he obtained a good common school education
at the age of 17,
he emigrated to America, landing in New Orleans, and in 1841 he went to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he remained till June of the same }r ear, when he began to
travel from one State to another till he had visited nearly every city and State in
the United States, during which time he worked at all kinds of work and, at the
breaking-out of the rebellion, he was working in Nashville, Tenn., acting as foreman of the corporation, in which he worked a squad of men on the public works,
and had, by using economy, accumulated some money, but left the city
and
in March, 1861, he came to Darke County, Ohio, locating in Van Buren Township,
and followed farming and in 1862 he purchased 62^ acres of land, for which he
paid $900, where he remained till 1872, when he rented his farm and purchased
property in Gettysburg, where he moved and has resided since. On the 27th of
March, 1857, he celebrated his marriage with Bridget Mannix
three children
were born to them, of whom one is living, viz., Margaret, born on the 13th of
April, 1859
his wife died Jan. 29, 1861.
He celebrated his second marriage
with Catherine Meagen on the 29th of January. 1865 she was born in Ireland in
831, and emigrated to America in the fall of 1854
no children by this union.
Mr. O'Brien has accumulated some property by his hard labor, in which he has
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been nobly assisted by his good and industrious wife. He is a member of the St.
Mary's Church of Greenville.
DAVID PATTY, farmer P. 0. Bradford, Ohio James, his father, was a
He married Nancy
native of South Carolina, born on the 11th of November, 1805.
Jones, who is a native of the same State, born on the 4th of October, IS 14 they were
married in Miami Co., Ohio, on the 3d day of April, 1831 shortly after their
marriage, they moved to Darke Co., locating in Adams Township, Sec. 33 they
commenced life with but little of this world's goods, but by hard labor, connected
with temperate and correct business habits, accumulated a considerable amount of
property.
On the 26th of November, 1871, the angel of death entered their peaceful
and interesting family, removing from earth to heaven James, the father, who was
a loving father and a kind husband Nancy, his widow, is living at the present
They were the parents of sixteen children, of
writing on the old home farm.
whom only five are living, viz., David, Joseph J., Ennis E.. Malinda, Nanc} J.,
David, the subject of this sketch, was born in Darke Co., on the 10th of September,
1851 he spent his boyhood days on his father's farm, assisting in the clearing
and the cultivation of the soil during the summer months, and attended the dishe
trict school in the winter, thereby obtaining a good common-school education
also attended two terms at Pleasant Hill (Miami Co.) Graded School, also two
terms in Gettysburg, Ohio on the 31st day of April, 1870, he met with a shocking
accident while tying a jack in the stable, the animal caught him by the calf of
the left leg, chewing it so badly that he was compelled to have it amputated above
the knee Mr. Patty owns the old home farm, where he and his mother resides at
present his mother is a member of the Christian Church, living a zealous and conChildren Joseph J., born 23d of March, 1857 Ennis, born
sistent Christian.
Malinda, 20th of October, 1842; Nancy J., 17th of
26th of September, 1840
Joseph J. is married, and has erected a beautiful two-story
February, 1853.
frame house on part of the old home farm.
FRANKLIN PEIFFER, blacksmith, Gettysburg, Ohio is a son of Joseph
Peiffer, whose biography appears in another place of this work, was born in Darke
he assisted his father on the farm until
Co., Ohio, on the 26th 'day of June, 1854
he was about 17 years old, when he commenced to work for himself, performing
followed the
all kinds of work by the day and month, for different persons
thrashing machine for several seasons assisted in getting out railroad ties for
some time, and also worked on the railroad as a section hand he commenced to
learn the blacksmithing trade when in his 20th year, with Albert Behme, at
Painter's Creek, where he applied himself very closely for a period of three years,
completely mastering his trade. On the 25th day of March, 1877, he was united
in marriage with Margaretha E. Friedrich, who was born in Dayton, Ohio, on the
19th day of November, 1856 he moved to Dawn, Darke Co., and formed a partnership with G. W. Hartzell, and carried on blacksmithing for about seven months,
meeting with fair success sold out to his partner and moved to Painter's Creek,
where he followed his trade for about nineteen months, after which he moved to
Gettysburg, Ohio, and entered into partnership with his brother Jacob, where he
now resides. Mr. Peiffer is a hard-working man, and, with the help of his good
They have one child
wife, will in a short time, receive the reward of his toil.
Mary Olive, who was born on the 27th daj of September, 1877.
JACOB PEIFFER, blacksmith, Gettysburg, Ohio Joseph G. Peiffer, the
father of Jacob, is a native of York County, Penn., born on the 19th day of August.
1815 Magdalena Btter, his wife, is a native of Pennsylvania, born on the 18th
day of August, 1817 they emigrated to Darke County, Ohio, in 1850, locating
in 1869, he purchased 64 acres^ in
north of Gettysburg, where he rented a farm
Franklin Township, where he now resides have had seven children, of whom five
Jacob, the subject
are living, viz., Lucy, Michael, Jacob, Franklin and Peter A.
of this sketch, was born in York County, Penn., on the 12th day of June, 1848
iame with his parents to Darke County in the spring of 1850 lived with his
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he was 20 years of age, assisting his father on the farm during the
in the winter attended the district school, thereby obtaining a common-school education. On the 2d day of May, 1864, he enlisted as a substitute for
his brother-in-law in the one hundred day service, and went forth in defense of his
country served four months, after which he was mustered out of service and
returned home. In 1868, he commenced to learn the blacksmithing trade at
Painter's Creek, with Poock & Behme, and in two years, he, by strict and close attention to business, mastered his trade, and in 1870 he went to "Woodington and
worked jour work till the 1st of April, 1871, after which he worked in Greenville,
Ohio, with Coonrad Baker, for about six months, when he returned home and
worked on the farm a short time on the 5th day of December, 1871, he formed a
partnership with Gr. W. Hartzell, of Gettysburg, carrying on blacksmithing till
1873, when he sold out to his partner, and in June he made a visit to Pennsylreturning to Gettysburg, he worked at his
vania, remaining about six weeks
trade with Aaron Dershen till the fall of 1875, and in November he purchased
in April, 1879, he formed a
property in Gettysburg, where he now resides
partnership with his brother Franklin, and are now doing a good business, giving
He was united in marriage with Millie A.
universal satisfaction to their patrons.
Shimp, in Gettysburg, Ohio, on the 4th day of February, 1875 she was born in
two children are the
Preble County, Ohio, on the 28th day of August, 1852
fruits of this union, viz.: Edith Pearl, b6rn on the 29th day of December, 1875
Vernon Ellsworth, born on the 28th day of March, 1878. Mr. and Mrs. Peiffer
are members of the Lutheran Church, and are highly esteemed by all who know
them.
THOMAS A. RAMSEY, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 31 P. 0. Gettysburg,
Samuel, his father, was a native of Pennsylvania, born in Berks Co. in
Ohio.
1780 was married to Ellen Fletcher, who was a native of England, born in Derbyshire about 1784 she came to America with two of her cousins when she
was about 9 years old, locating in Pennsylvania, where she was married, and in
1811 they emigrated to Ohio, locating in Montgomery Co., two miles east of
Dayton, on Gen. Finley's farm at that time, there were only a few houses in Daysix years later, he purchased 208 acres of
ton, now a city of 05,000 inhabitants
land in Miami Co., about five miles from Troy, where he moved, remaining there
Ellen, his wife, died in about
until his death, which occurred in September, 1860
Mr. Ramsey served as a wagoner under Gen. Hull, in the war of 1812 he
1855.
also performed guard duty at the old block-house which stood opposite Gettysburg, Ohio he would pilot parties from the block-house to Greenville, and back
again but the deca} and ra\ ages of time have left no trace of the " old blockThomas A., the subject of this sketch, is a native of Ohio, born in Monthouse."
gomery Co., on the 17th of August, 1814 he was taken by his parents to Miami
Co. when he was quite young, where he spent his boyhood days, assisting his father
on the farm during the summer months, and attending school part of the winter,
which at that time was kept up by subscription until within the last two or three
he lived with his parents until he was in
years, when free schools were organized
his 33d year, giving his entire services to them, knowing that by so doing his
however, there was a strong attachfather would give him a good start in life
ment between the father and son however, as he advanced in years, he concluded
that he would engage in business for himself, and with due consideration he
formed a resolution to take a partner for life, and on the 15th of April, 1847, he
celebrated his marriage with Malinda Hoover, daughter of John and Mary Hoover,
who was born in Ross County, Ohio, in 1826 after his marriage he moved on his
farm of 50 acres, which his father had given him, and engaged in farming for
about seven years, when he sold out and purchased 50 acres in the same county
(Miami), near Tippecanoe, whore he moved, but only resided there about one year,
when he sold out for $2,500, and moved on the Booher farm, consisting of about
500 acres however, previous to his moving, he had been appointed guardian for
parents
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he resided here for about nine years, during which time he lost
the Booher heirs
after her death he
his wife her death occurring on the 27th of December, 1861
moved into the town of Tippecanoe, where he followed, or rather engaged in. the
banking business on his own hook. In 1869, he purchased 197 acres in Darke
County. Adams Township, for which lie paid $7,880 during the same year he
moved, and has resided there ever since, and on the lid of March, 1864, he celebrated lus second marriage with .Mrs. AdaJine Litteral, whose maiden name was
Snell, daughter of Eli and Evaline Snell, who is a native of Ohio, born in Miami
County on the 23d of February, 1843; one child has been born to them, viz.,
Mr. Ramsey is not a memAllie Grant, born on the 13th day of February. 1865.
ber of any church, but lives in his own soul's freedom, thinking, acting, and reading for himself, obeying the golden rule. "Do unto others as you would have them
do unto you ;" is strictly temperate in all his habits, and has accumulated a considerable amount of property, in which he has been nobly assisted by his good and
amiable wife. He is a firm Republican, his first vote being east for Martin Van
Buren. Mr. Ramsey's father and mother were the parents of ten children, five
boys and five girls, of whom seven are living at the present time of writing, viz.,
;

;

;

James H., Thomas A., Mary A., Margaret B., Lewis M., George
and Alfred W.
MICHAEL RECK, farmer and mechanic, P. O. Gettysburg, Ohio John, his
He married
father, was a native of Pennsylvania, born in Adams Co., in 1785.
Miss Ann Hiner. who was a native of Maryland, born in Frederick Co., in 1788
they emigrated to Ohio in 1827, leaving Pennsylvania the 14th of October, arriving
on the old Campbell farm on the 14th of November, moving in the house with Mr.
Campbell, where they spent the winter, and in the spring they moved on the northwest corner of Sec. 31, on the banks of Greenville Creek, and in 1831 he erected a
saw-mill near where the flouring-mill now stands Mr. Reck laid out the town of
Getty sbui'g. and named it after the Gettysburg in Pennsylvania he entered 928
acres in Darke Co.; they were the parents of eleven children, six boys and five girls;
ten were living when they came to Ohio, six of whom have survived the storms
of life at the present writing, viz., Samuel, John, Eli. Lydia, Elizabeth and
Michael. Mr. Reck departed this life on the 9th of February. 1878. being 93 years 10
months and 24 days old; his wife died Sept. 11, 1856. Michael, the subject of
this sketch, is one of Darke Co's old pioneers, who is a native of Pennsylvania,
born in Adams Co., on the 23rd of October, 1810 he received his education in the
ciistrict schools of Adams Co., Penn., and, being a natural mechanic, he spent the
most of his time at carpentering, in preference to farming he came to Darke Co..
with his parents, in 1828, being in his 17th3'ear he continued to follow his trade.
and in 1830 he performed the first carpentering work on the first schoolhouse
built in the township.
On the 2<>th of June, 1833, he celebrated his marriage
with Eliza Hershey, and on the 28th of November, 1834, she passed from earth to
heaven.
He followed his trade for about twenty-three years. On the 28th of
November, 1836, he celebrated his second marriage with Miss Mary Warwick
after his marriage, he moved on a tract of land which contained 70 acres, that he
had purchased in 1831, in Sec. 31, where he resided for a period of about six years,
when he removed to Gettysburg,. and engaged in the hotel business, which at that
he had built the stand in 1838; he remained here about six
time was good
vears. meeting with good success he then rented the hotel to William Fritz, and
removed to his farm, where he remained till 1869, when he removed to Gettysburg,
remaining about eighteen months, after which he removed to his farm, where he
Eliza.

John

H.,

B., Harriett E.
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has continued to reside ever since in the course of time he traded the hotel property in Gettysburg, for a farm of llill acres in Mercer Co.. which he sold in 1862
for $1,650
he now owns 181 acres and a house and lot in Gettysburg Mr. Reck
has given to his children about $11.1100 in land and money he has. by his hard
labor, connected with correct business and strict temperate habits, accumulated a
large amount of property, in which he has been nobly assisted by his good and
.
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whom have passed through the many struggles, dangers,
privations and incidents so common to the pioneer of the West, and are now
reaping the reward of their toil Mr. Reck would not accept any of the township
They are the
offices, although they have been offered to him time and again.
parents of ten children, of whom eight are living, viz., Sarah A., born Jan. 24
1838 Wilkins, Nov. 14. 1841 Jeremiah 8., Oct. 15, 1843 Frances, July 28, 1845 ;
Nancy J.. Sept. 29. 1848 Mary, Nov., 16, 1854 Charles E., May 16, 1852 James
Mr. Reck has raised a large family and has taught them the
C, April 6, 1858.
great importance of industry and the use of carpentering tools.
P. 0. Gettysburg
L. RECK, miller and grain dealer
the son of
David Reck, whose biography appears in another place of this work born in Penncame with his parents to Ohio when he
sylvania, on the 10th of February, 1835
was in his 4th year spent his boyhood days on his father's farm, and obtained
his education in the first schoolhouse that was built in Adams Township
at the
age of 21 he apprenticed himself to his brother to learn the carpentering
trade, and at the expiration of two and a half years he completed his trade, and
formed a partnership with his brother, carrying on the business for about six
dissolved partnership, and worked on his own
years, meeting with good success
responsibility till 18G4, when, on the 2d da}- of Ma}-, he enlisted in the 100-day
was mustered in the United States
service, going forth in defense of his country
Service at Camp Dennison, where he joined the 152d 0. N. G. Co. C, and was
appointed Sergeant joined the command of Gen. Hunter in Virginia
he was
in several hard-fought battles and long and tedious marches, viz.
Lynchburg,
on the 2d of September, 1864, he was mustered
Sulphur Springs, Liberty, etc,
he enlisted in the State service, 28th Battalion, Co.
out at Camp Dennison
D, and was appointed Third Sergeant after his return from the army he was
drafted, but hired a substitute, Joseph Allspaugh. who died in Wilmington, N. C.
in 1871 he purchased the half-interest in the Premium Flouring Mills, near Gettysburg, where he now resides the mill has four run of buhrs, with a capacity of 100
the brand of flour brings the highest market price in the Eastern
bushels per day
market he handles about 1 50.000 bushels of grain during the year, always payWas united in marriage with Mary Ann Trump
ing the highest market price.
on the 14th of August, 1859 she was born in Montgomery County, Ohio, on the
27th of April, 1840 seven children have been born to this union, viz. Ervin,
born June 10, 1861 Lanna Bell, Oct. 22, 1863 Horris, July 6, 1866 Harriett,
July 6, 1866 Olive, May 22, 1868 Cora, May 16, 1870 Mary Blanch, Dec. 12,
Mr. Reck has accumulated a considerable amount of property by his hard
1874.
labor, in which he has been nobly assisted by his good and industrious wife
he
is a member of the Masonic Order, also of the I. 0. O. F. of Gettysburg
he
stands high in both orders, and is known as an honest, upright man in all his dealamiable wife, both of
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being strictly temperate in

JACOB RECK,

all

his habits.

grain-dealer; P. O. Horatio, Ohio
is a son of Jacob and
Mary M. Reck, who is a native of Pennsylvania, born in Bedford County on the
3d da}- of July, 1833. Jacob, his father, was a native of Pennsylvania, born in
;

he married Mary M. Seibt, who was born in Mar} land, near Chambersburg,
In 1837, he with his family were making preparations to move West,
when death overtook him and he sank peacefully to rest, his spirit .passing to the
higher courts above, and in 1838, Mary ML, his widow, with a family of six children emigrated to Ohio, locating in Adams Township, Darke County, where she
bought a farm for which she paid $800, all the money that she possessed, and for
six years she with her family labored hard to keep from starving, living on corn
bread the most of the time, but with willing hands and an indomitable will she
survived the storm of life to see all of her children arrive at the years of maturity,
and in 1868 her spirit joined the angel band -that was awaiting her arrival to the
summer land her children are all living at the present writing, viz. William,
Samuel, Susan (now Mrs. John Morrison), Mary J. (now Mrs. Henry Erisman),
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Jacob, the subject of this memoir, lived with
E. (now Mrs. John Walker).
mother till he was about 18 years old, during which time he assisted in the
clearing and the cultivation of the soil during the summer months, and attended
the district school part of the winter, and by close application to his books he obat the age of 13 he commenced to learn
tained a good common school education
the carpentering trade with Levi Heck, for whom he worked a period of about
eighteen months, when he accidentally cut his knee with the ax. which prevented him
working away from home however, while at home he built a kitchen for his
mother, remained at home for about one year, when he formed a partnership with
Perry Creager and engaged in the grocery and dry-goods business in Horatio,
where they also bought and sold grain, which business they followed for about
eleven years, meeting with good success they sold out to Perry's brother, but one
year later Mr. Lecklider purchased the property. He moved on his mother's farm
and farmed for three years, after which he removed to Horatio, where he has resided ever since, working at all kinds of work, carpentering, plastering, buying
He celebrated his marriage on the 19th day
grain, etc., and, in fact, is never idle.
of September, 1861, with Lizzie Werts, an accomplished daughter of Christian
and Mary Werts she was born in Mercer Co., Ohio, on the 6th of September,
1840 she has taught school four years her parents reside in Mercer Co., Ohio.
Mr. Reck has accumulated a handsome little fortune by his hard labor, in which
he has been nobly assisted by his good and industrious wife, connected with corThey are active workers in the cause of
rect and temperate business habits.
three children
relio-ion, being members of the Presbyterian Church of Gettysburg
have been born to them, of whom one is living, viz. Ira W., born on the 13th of
January 1868. The shadows of two great afflictions have rested upon the family
that of little Noah, a bright and promisinghearth-stone during the past ten years
falling on him,
little boy of 6£ summers, who came to his death by a stick of wood
Estella, an interesting child of 18 months, was called to
killino- him instantly

Anna

his
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Mr. Reck is not a political
join her angel brother in that beautiful summer land.
him.
offered
offices
all
refusing
aspirant,
RECK, farmer P. 0. Gettysburg. He is a son of John Reck, whose
biography appears with Michael Reek's, who is a native of Pennsylvania, born in
Adams Co., on the 27th of February, 1814 lived with his parents and assisted his
father on the farm during the summer months, and attended subscription school a
part of the winter, till he was in his 14th year, when he, with his parents, emigrated to Ohio, locating in Darke Co., Adams Township, while at that time there
was not a schoolhouse in the township, and during the summer of 1830 he assisted
in the erection of the first schoolhouse, and completed his course of studies in the
same, although he did not have the opportunity of attending the school as much
as he desired, as he was compelled to assist his father in clearing and preparing
the soil for cultivation he remained at home, helping his father to open up the

JOHN

;

;

;

farm, till he was 23 years old, except at times he would assist his brother Michael
On the 5th day of January, 1837, he celebrated his marriage
in carpentering.
with Isabell Belew, who was born in Miami Co., Ohio, on the 13th of January,
1819 after his marriage he erected a hewed-log house on Sec. 31, a tract of land
which his father had given him as his share he then moved what little furniture
thev had. which consisted of one bedstead and bedding, seven splint-bottomed chairs,
one set of cups and saucers, one set of plates, one skillet, two Dutch ovens and a
teakettle; the cupboard he made himself, and in fact he made nearly all of his
he then commenced the task of clearing
furniture, as he was a natural mechanic
and opening up his farm he did not spend much time in hunting, but put all his
time in on his farm, although he has killed several deer by torchlight on GreenHe remained on his farm for a period of about four years, after which
ville Creek.
he rented his farm and moved to his father's saw-mill, on Greenville Creek, where
he took charge of the sawing, which he followed for nearly seven years, when he
removed to his farm, where he has resided ever since, and. by hard labor, connected
:

;

;

;
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with correct business and strictly temperate habits, he has cleared nearly 100 acres,
accumulating a considerable amount of property, in which he has been nobly
assisted by his good and industrious wife, both having passed through the many
struggles, dangers and incidents so common to the pioneer of the West having
fought the battles of a pioneer life bravely, they are now reaping the reward of
They have had a family of six children, of whom three are living,
their labor.
viz.: Isaac, born July 13, 1838; Silas, July 20, 1844; Rebecca, June 12, 1846.
Mr. Reck relates a very interesting account of a remarkably large white-oak tree
which stood on his farm he felled it with his ax, and it took him about threequarters of a day to cut it down, which, when down, measured eight feet through
from which tree 'he made 730 rails from 7 o'clock A. M. till 4 P. M. Where could
there be found a young man at this time who could perform the same amount of
He now owns 160 acres, with good farm buildings, etc.. and
labor in a week ?
has given his children to the amount of about $7,000. Mr. and Mrs. Reck are
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and are living zealous and consistent
Christians, having been members of the church for about forty-two years.
DAVID RECK, retired farmer P. 0. Gettysburg, Ohio. Christian Reck,
the father of David, was born in Littlestown, Penn.; was married to Sophia Ruker,
who was born in Pennsylvania nine children were born to this union, six boys
and three girls. Mr. and Mrs. Reck spent their days in Pennsylvania he died
about the year 1806 she died about the year 1820. David, the subject of this
native of Pennsylvania, born within seven miles of Gettysburg, on
sketch, is
was left an orphan when only 3 years old lived
the 14th day of October, 1803
with his mother until he grew to manhood, working on the farm, taking care of
his mother until she died, and attended subscription school whenever the opportunity presented itself, and by close application acquired a good common-school
education. Was united in marriage with Miss Ann Maria Lightner, in Adams Co.,
she was born in Maryland on the 14th
Penn., on the 5th day of January, 1826
he followed farming during his residence in Pennsylvania
day of July, 1 800
on the 14th day of October, 1839, he started with his family in a two-horse team
for the West, bidding farewell, perhaps forever, to friends, old acquaintances and
his native country, to seek a home in the Far West, where nature's stillness reigned
supreme, only broken by the howling of the wolf and the whoop of the red man
on the 14th dajT of November*, just one month from the time of starting, he
with his little family arrived in Darke Co., Ohio, locating about one and a half
miles east of where Gettysburg now stands rented a tract of land and commenced the task of clearing up a farm remained here about three years, during
which time he lost his wife, a sad misfortune. On the 23d day of August, 1841,
the messenger of death entered this peaceful and interesting family, removing
from earth to heaven, the mother of the family, after an illness of eleven da}-s.
In 1842, he bought 154 acres in Van Buren Township, where he resided until
Six chil1877, after which he sold his farm, and is now living with his children.
dren were the fruits of this union, of whom five are living, viz., Levy, born on the
22d of November, 1826 Sophia, born on the 20th of February, 1829 Franklin,
born on the 18th of January, 1832 William, born on the 10th of February, 1835
Ann Maria E., born on the 24th of March, 1838 Amos, born on the 28th of
December, 1841, and on the 23d of March, 1876, left his body and has gone to
join his angel friends.
Mr. Reck is a member of the Presbyterian Church, connecting himself with the organization in 1874.
JOSHUA ROHR, farmer and fine stock-raiser, Sec. 6 P. O. Webster, Ohio.
Fredrick, his father, was a native of Batavia, Germany, born in 1801; he emigrated
he married Miss Catharine Arnold, in
to America in 1820, locating in Maryland
1826, in Maryland; in 1828, they came to Darke Co., locating where his son
Joshua now resides, which at that time was a dense forest they remained there
till February, 1864, when the}' removed to Miami Co., where Mr. Rohr came to his
death by a saw-log rolling off the wagon, which caught his leg, crushing it horribly,
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so that amputation of his limb was necessary, from which he never recovered, only
surviving 36 hours after the amputation this occurred on the 25th day of June,
Catharine, his widow, survived the storms of life till on the 15th day of
18(54.
April, 1878, when she sank peacefully to rest in the knowledge of the immortality
of the soul, living with her daughter Catharine in this county at the time of her
death.
They were the parents of nine children, of whom eight are living, viz.. Joseph.

—

born in 1830 Lucy Ann, born in 1832 Joshua, born in 1833 John, born in 1836
William, born in 1838 James Madison, born in 1840 GeorgeF., born in 1842 Catharine, born in 1840 all of whom live in Darke Co., except Lucy Ann and George F.
Joshua, the subject of this sketch, was born in Darke Co., on his present place of
residence, on the 13th day of October, 1833 he lived at home till he was four day-,
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

past 21 years, assisting his father in the clearing and the cultivation of the soil dining the summer, and in the winter he would attend the district school perhaps about a
week, going in all to school about six months of his life; the first school he
attended was taught by Levi Huddle, on the farm of Levis, which was about two
miles distant when in his 20th year, he, attended about one month, being the
When he
longest time he ever attended at one time, also being his last school.
was four days past 21, his father gave him $2 and told him to go and earn his
own fortune, which he did he went to Miami County and worked on a farm for
two years, and, on the 27th of November, 1856, he celebrated his marriage with
Louisa Koster, daughter of Gerhard A. and Anna J. Koster she was born in
Germany on the 17th of July, 1837 her parents were born in Germany, in the
kingdom of Hanover they were married in September, 1825, and in 1845 emigrated to America in the sail vessel Albert, being fifty-nine days on the ocean,
landing in Baltimore thence to Cincinnati, Ohio, remaining but a short time,
when they moved to Minster, where they remained till the death of Gerhard, which
occurred August 25, 1846, when his widow, with her four children moved to
Piqua, Ohio, where she resided till the marriage of her daughter Louisa, with
whom she resides at present. After his marriage he rented a farm two miles north
of Piqua, where he remained three years, and January 1, he purchased the old
homestead, which consists of 107 acres, for which he paid $3,500, removing to the
same on the 27th of March, 1860, where he has continued to reside ever since, and
in 1871, he purchased of Benjamin Overholser 53 acres, joining on the west, making in all 160 acres, nearly all of which is in a good state of cultivation he erected
a handsome bank-barn, 40x80 feet, in 1874, and in 1875 he erected a magnificent
two-story brick house.
Mr. Rohr is an admirer of fine stock, taking great pride
Mr. Rohr is strictly temperate in all his habits, and
in the raising of the same.
has accumulated a large amount of property by his hard labor, in which he has
six children have been born to
been nobly assisted by his good and amiable wife
Anna Jane.
them, of whom five are living, viz.: Charles A., born May 18, 1859
born March 5, 1864; Franklin E., born Jan. 11, 1866; 'Ella Bell, born Aug. 4,
1869 Ida May, born May 23, 1871.
SYLVESTER RYNE ARSON, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 26 P. 0. Gettysburg.
Abraham, the father of Sylvester, is a native of Ohio, born in Warren Co. on
lie married Rachel Ball, who is a native of, the. same State
the 27th of April, is]!',
and county, born on the 12th of August. 1S17 they have seven children living.
viz.: Sylvester, Alice (Mrs. Huffer), Emetine, Stroud. Cyrus. Minerva (Mrs. Fonts)
and Letha. Mr. Etynearson came to Darke Co. in L836, where he now resides.
Sylvester, the subject of this
being 67 years old
Rachel, his wife, being 62.
memoir, is a native of Ohio, born in Warren Co. on the 5th of December, 1835
he received a good common-school education in the district schools he remained
at home till he was 21 years of age. assisting his father in the cultivation of the
soil
he then left home and began to work for himself by the month on the farm.
which he followed for a period of four years, except three months, when he worked
in a flouring-mill, and in four years lie put in forty-four months of hard work,
which speaks volumes for his industry and correct business habits; in the four
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work he saved $350 however, during this time, he made a visit to Iowa
(Mahaska Co.), where he worked on a farm, receiving $15 per month part of the
On the 1st day of November, 1861, he enlisted as a
time, and $10 for the other.
private in Company C, 5th Iowa Regiment (infantry), James A. Suvers, Captain of
he was an entire
the company, and" Col. H. T. Reid. regimental commander
stranger to all. but approached the Captain with the salutation, " Captain, I have
come to enlist in your company." This regiment, when its organization was commenced, in November, 1861, was intended by Glen. Fremont for the protection of
Missouri; when it was mustered in at Keokuk, in 1862, the programme was
changed and it was sent down to do duty on the Tennessee River they joined
Grant's army at Pittsburg Landing, and in the battles of the 6th and 7th they lost
one-fourth of their number and it was in these hard-fought battles that he ever
fired an army gun, the first fire being at the would-be destroyers of the Union.
Mr. Rynearson, as well as the 15th Iowa V. I., has a proud record for three
years and a half he, with his company, bore the brunt of battle, participating
in many of the hardest fought engagements of the West, from Pittsburg Landing
down to the capture of Vicksburg, Atlanta, and all the bloody battles preceding
followed Sherman in his conquering march through the heart of the
it
South, and their battle-torn standards bear them witness that they preserved
Mr. Rynearson entered the company as a private, but, through
their valor well.
his heroism, strictly temperate habits, and his intelligence, filled every non-commissioned and commissioned office of the company, returning as Captain of Comof these only 712
pany C. The original strength of the regiment was 1,038
remained on the roll, and only 535 officers and men were present to be mustered
out on July 24, at Louisville, Ky. Their several marches, added together, show
The company entered the service
that during his service he marched 7.898 miles.
with 108 men, of whom only fourteen returned home. He was in twenty-two hardfought battles, and was under fire of the enemy from the 9th of June, 1864, until
the"2d of September, 1861 he participated in every engagement that the company had, every march sickness never prevented him from discharging his duty,
and" returned home without a scratch from the enemy's bullet, receiving his discharge at Davenport, Iowa, on the 3d of August, 1865. After his return, he followed farming for his father, and in June, 1866, he purchased 100 acres of land
near Farmland, Randolph Co., Ind., for which he paid $4,000. On the 13th day
of September, 1866, he celebrated his marriage with Miss Mary Jane Clark, an
accomplished young lady, daughter of John and Sarah Clark, who was born in
Warren Co., Ohio, on the 29th day of December, 1839. In the fall of 1866, he
moved on his farm, where he remained until 1870, when he sold his farm for
$5,300, and purchased 140 acres in Darke Co., Ohio, Adams Township, Sec. 26.
paying $11,000, where he now resides. Mr. Rynearson has accumulated a considerable amount of property by his hard labor, in which he has been nobly assisted
by his good and amiable wife. They are active workers in the cause ef religion,
being members of the Methodist Episcopal Church of Gettysburg he is a charter
member of the Masonic order of Gettysburg also one of the managers of the
Darke County Agricultural Society recommended by Gen. W. W. Belknap, who
"lie is a very worthy man, and was a gallant officer of my regsays of him
iment (15th Iowa), during the war." They have one child, viz., Eddy, born in
Randolph Co., Ind., on the 23d of June, 1867.
JOHN H. SCOTT, Bradford, Ohio. Philip Scott, the father of John H, was born
was united in marriage
in Warren Co.,.N. J., on the 5th day of June 1814
with Miss Elnor Beaty, who was born on Staten Island, N. Y., in 1804, and
in the year 1862, the death angel entered this peaceful family and removed from
earth to heaven a kind and loving mother, who has gone to join the throng of her
angel friends. Mr. Scott, came to Darke Co., Ohio, in the spring of 1870, and at
Is a Master
present resides with his son, in Bradford; he is a plasterer by trade.
Mason, being a member of Eagle Lodge, No. 53, Hudson City, New Jersey.
years'
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subject of this memoir, was born in Hudson City, N. J, on
the 10th of July, 1847.
Lived with his parents, spending his boyhood days in
Hudson City, attending the city school till he Avas about 15 years old, thereby obtaining a good common-school education.
Left home when he was in his 10th
year, to tight the battles of life alone, traveling until he found himself in the State of
Kansas, where he remained for about three years, following agricultural pursuits.
He then went to Texas, where he engaged in the Government mail service, carrying the mail between Clarksville, Tex., and Washington, Ark., for a period
of about fourteen months, after which he returned to Northern Kansas, but only
remained there a short time, when he went to Wilson Co., remaining there about
six months, after which he started for New Jersey, but changed his course, and
went to Springfield, Ohio, where he remained for about one year, and in 1871 he
came to Bradford, Darke Co., where he now resides has followed plastering in
Darke and Miami Counties for about four years. Was united in marriage with
Miss Catharine Kendrick, in Winchester, Ind., on the 23d of February, 1873. She
was born in Darke Co., on the 20th day of September, 1858; two children were given
to this union, viz.: Lilly M.,born September 30, 1874; Nora May, born October 30,
1870.
JACOB SENSEMAN, farmer and stock-raiser P. 0. Gettysburg. Daniel,
the father of Jacob, was a native of Pennsylvania, born in Lancaster Co. in 1797
Mary, his wife, whose maiden name was Frey, is a native of the same place, born on
the 5th of June 1800 they moved to Cumberland Co., Penn., in 1825, where he pracMary, his widow, is living
ticed medicine till his death, which occurred in 1835
at the present writing, and resides in Pennsylvania, being nearly 74 years old
they were the parents of six children, of whom four are living, viz., Reuben, Hiram.
Jacob and Sarah A. Jacob, the subject of this sketch, is a native of Pennsylvania, born in Cumberland Co. on the 22d of October, 1831 he spent his boyhood
days in Mechanicsburg, Penn., where he obtained his preparatory education in the
city schools, after which he entered the academy, receiving a good academic education, and at the age of 18 he commenced to teach school, which profession he
followed for a period of about twenty-six years
he came to Ohio in the fall of
1857, locating in Miami Co., and engaged in teaching, remaining in the county
four years, after which he removed to Darke Co., Adams Township, in 1801, where
he has resided ever since he owns 128 acres of land where he resides, and 180
He was united in marriage
acres in Cass Co., Ind., the whole valued at $18,480.
with Miss Catharine J. Thompson on the 25th of February, 1858 she is the
daughter of Bonaparte and Justina Thompson born on the 5th of June, 1838 two
Henrietta C, born Nov. 20, 1858
children have been born to this union, viz
William G., born March 2, 1873; Mr. Senseman has had his full share of township offices since his residence in the county he served as Trustee of Adams TownMr.
ship four years, Supervisor two years, and Pike Superintendent one year
Senseman commenced life with about $305, and has by hard labor and good management, accumulated a considerable amount of property, in which he has been
nobly assisted by his wife they are members of the German Baptist Church.
R. STAHL, farmer; P. 0. Horatio. Ohio. Jacob K.. his father, was a
native of Pennsylvania horn in 1810; came to Ohio with his parents when he was quite
small; he married Sarah Limber, who was anative of Pennsylvania, born in 1818; the;
wire the parents of nine children, of whom four are living at the present writing.
viz., Davis J., Henry J., Ella, Harmon R.
Mr. Stahl departed this life in 1861,
Sarah, his wife in 1879.
Harmon R., the subject of this sketch is a native of Ohio.
born in Darke Co., on the 7th of April, 1844; lived with his parents till he was 23
years old, assisting his father in the cultivation of the soil during the summer, and
attended the district school during the winter months, thereby obtaining a good common-school education, and on the Ktth day of February, 1807, he celebrated his marriage with Miss Lucy Rudy, daughter of Isaac and Mary Rudy, who was a native
of Ohio, born in Darke Co. in 1847. After his marriage, he rented a farm and
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engaged in farming, and on the 9th of April, 1871, the messenger of death entered the
Two children were born
household, removing Luey, his wife, from earth to heaven.
to this union, viz.. Luella and AdnahL. On the 12th of February, 1877, he celebrated
his second marriage, with Estella F. Myers, daughter of Samuel K. and Frances B.
Myers, who was born in Miami Co., on the 28th of March, 1858. One child has
been born to them, viz., Harry Harmon, born on the 5th of May, 1879. Mr. Stahl
now owns and resides on the old home farm. He has been troubled of late with
He has, by his hard labor, accumulated considerable amount
bronchial affections.
of property, in which he has been noblv assisted by his good and amiable wife.
DANIEL SWADNER, farmer P. 0. Horatio was born in Montgomery
was the son of Henry and Eleanor Swadner, who were born
Co., Ohio, in 1820
the}* had nine children, viz., Mary Jane, Daniel, Samuel, Sarah Ann.
in Maryland
Eleanor's father was Jacob
Elizabeth, Clarinda, Lavina. Charlotte and Henry
Suman. Mr. Swadner was married in 1859 to Margaret Bobo, born in 1822,
daughter of John and Elizabeth Waltz, and was born in Montgomery Co. her
father, John, was born in Maryland, and her mother in Pennsylvania. Mrs. Swadner was a widow, being first married to John Bobo, by whom she had one child,
Mr. Bobo died in 1851, while crossing the
viz., John L., who is now living.
The}7 are parents of two children, viz., Henry
Plains on his way to California.
Mr. Swadner moved to this county in 1869, upon the farm he
A. and Samuel F.
now lives upon, consisting of 80 acres when he came here, there were about
20 acres cleared now he has 55 acres cleared and in good cultivation, and has
put up all the buildings, having a good two-story frame house and good barn, and
other buildings for convenience and comfort. Mr. Swadner is one of those who
has had to make his own fortune, starting without capital, but by industry and diligence in business, has a good farm and a competency for comfortable living. Mr.
Swadner is a member of the Reformed Church has belonged to same some forty
years; his wife belongs to the Lutheran, having joined them about forty years ago,
also.
Thus, while we here see one who has made a good record, in the work of
acquiring property and the comforts of life, we also see a long service in the
church, and their example will stand as a bright and shining light for their children's children for ages to come.
JOHN TILMAN, farmer and stock-raiser Section 28 P. 0. Greenville. The
subject of this sketch is a native of Ohio, born in Preble Co. on the 16th of July,
1816 spent his boyhood da}*s on his father's farm, receiving his education in the
On the
subscription schools in the unique schoolhouses so peculiar to those days.
26th of July, 1838, he celebrated his marriage with Thisby Snyder, who was a
In 1838, he moved to
native of New Jersey, born on the 18th of May, 1817.
Darke County, locating in Neave Township, on a tract of land consisting of 160
acres which his father gave him, which, at that time, was a dense forest he erected
a log cabin, moved in and commenced the herculean task of clearing and opening up a farm, and in a few years the mighty forest had disappeared, and in place
of the "little log cabin" a beautiful brick house now stands erected at a cost of
he added 160 acres
$1,500, also a barn 40x60 feet erected at a cost of $800
more, making in all 320 acres with 240 acres under a good state of cultivation.
In 1869, he purchased his present place of residence, 156 acres, at a cost of $7,304
he has cleared about 40 acres since his residence here he now owns 470 acres, 1 50
in Adams Township, and 320 in Neave, the whole valued at $36,000, all of which
he has made by his hard labor, connected with correct business and temperate
habits.
In the spring of 1 843, he lost his wife, after an illness of three years twochildren were born to them, of whom one is living, viz.. Anderson, born March
In 1846, he celebrated his second marriage with Margaret Daughterty,
26, 1841.
who was a native of Ohio, born on the 7th of September, 1818 four children were
Nancy A., born April 21,
the result of this union, of whom three are living, viz.
1848 Martha and Cellia (twins), born Dec. 5, 1S50 Humphry D., born April 2,
1856 and on the 16th of March. 1879, the angel of death entered this peaceful
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she was a loving mother
family, removing Mr. Tilman from earth to heaven
wife.
Mr. Tilman is not a church member, but knonw as an honest,
;

and a devoted
upright man.

&

WILLIAM

Vogt. who
VOGT, merchant, Gettysburg, of the firm of Martin
•have just received the largest and most complete stock of groceries ever brought
to Gettysburg, also a complete stock of choice cigars and smoking tobacco, with

William is a son of Henry Vogt, who
large variety of notions and hardware.
he spent his
a native of Darke Co., Ohio, born on the 25th of February, 1857
boyhood days in Gettysburg, where he received a good common-school education
at the age of 17, he went to Louisville, Ky., where he clerked in a grocery store for
a period of about two years and a half, alter which he returned home, where he
In the spring of 1879, he was elected Constable, which
has remained ever since.
He is a member of the National Guards, Co. G, 3d Regiment
office he still holds.
Mr. Vogt is a live, energetic, thorough-going business young man he is not a
member of any church organization, but lives in his own soul's freedom, thinking,
reading and acting for himself, keeping the golden rule in view.
VOGT, the father of William, is a native of Germany, born in
Hesse on the 17th of August, 1817 spent his boyhood in Germany, where he
obtained a good education in the German in 1848, he, in company with his
brother John, emigrated to America, landing in Baltimore on the 9th of May, after
a long and tedious voyage. On the 23d of August, 1848, he celebrated his marriage in Baltimore with Margaret Cohn, who is a native of Germany, born on the
28th of May, 1824 in 1849, they started for the West by rail as far as Cumberland, Md., when his wife took passage on the stage-coach for Pittsburgh, while he
walked to Brownsville, a distance of sevent3 -five miles, where he boarded a steamboat and met his wife in Pittsburgh, and on his arrival he found that their baggage
had been left at Cumberland by mistake so he returned to Cumberland, and obtained the baggage, which he sent through by stage, while he returned to Brownsville
on foot, from which he returned to Pittsburgh by steamboat, where he joined his
wife, after which they took passage on a steamboat for Cincinnati, Ohio, where she
remained one week, while he went to Dayton by stage, from where he walked to
Darke County, arriving in Gettysburg on the 13th of April, 1849 his wife came
he rented a house, moved in, and
through with his brother-in-law on the 17th
commenced housekeeping, he working around by the day and month at all kinds
•of work for about two years, when he hired to work in the tanyard in Gettysburg
by the month, receiving $15, and boarded himself after four months, he then
received $20 per month, working for about two years, when his wages were raised
to $1 per day; at the expiration of two years, he became a partner in the
business, operating till March, 1860, when he traded for the tannery, which he still
owns he now owns 51 acres of land in Sec. 24, Adams Township, but resides
Mr. Vogt had but little of this world's goods
in Gettysburg on his own property.
when he started in life, but by hard labor, industry and correct business habits,
he has accumulated a considerable amount of property, in which he has been
nobly assisted by his good and industrious wife he has been identified with the
township offices, viz.
Served as Pike Superintendent one year, Supervisor one
year, School Director one year, and a member of the Town Council two years. He
and his wife are members of the Lutheran Church they are the parents of nine
children, of whom four are living, viz., Christian H, Augustus H. William.
and Louisa.
JOHN WEAVER, farmer P. 0. Gettysburg, Ohio. Elijah, his father, is a
native of Virginia, born in 1820 Sarah, his wife, whose maiden name is Elmore,
was born in Miami Co., Ohio., in 1833; he came with his parents to Ohio in 1821.
he resided
locating in Highland Co., near where New Petersburg now stands
about five years in Highland Co., after which he came to Miami Co., where he lived
eleven years when lie moved to Darke Co., in 1837, where he has resided ever
since; they are the parents of six children, viz., Andrew, John, Henry, Charles.
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Henry, the father of Elijah, was born in Virginia, on the 22d
Jennie, Anna Bell
of November, 1793. He married Susan Winters, who was born in 1793 Peter
Weaver, the father of Henry, laid out the town of New Petei'sburg, in Highland
Co.; Henry, Elijah's father, departed this life on the 22d of November (being his
She had a very remarkable dream a
birthday), 1865, Susanah, his wife, in 1866.
short time before her husband's death, in which she was warned of the death of
her husband, also of her own, which was to occur just one year after her husband,
and in one year and two days from that time, she sank peacefully to rest. John,
the subject of this sketch, is a native of Ohio, born in Darke Co., on the 24th of
September, 1852 he spent his boyhood days on his father's farm assisting in the
cultivation of the soil, receiving his education in the district schools when he was
18 years old, he went to Dayton, Ohio, where he worked for Peter Bolander in the
fruit-tree nursery for about six months, after which he returned home and rented
-6 acres of his father and engaged in the fruit-tree business on his own hook, and
at the same time worked on the farm, which he followed for a period of about
two years, meeting with good success he followed buying and selling cordwood,
which he hauled with team for one season, after which he concluded to take in a
partner for life.
On the 15th of April, 1875, he celebrated his marriage with Miss
Hattie A Butt, daughter of Simon and Lovina Butt, who was born in Darke Co.
on the 28th of January. 1852 after his marriage he rented his fathers farm
and engaged in farming, where he resided for about two years, after which he
moved on his father-in-law's farm, where he has resided ever since. Mr. Weaver
is a young man of good moral habits, a live, energetic, thorough business man,
and, with the help of his good and amiable wife, has accumulated some property
one child has been born to them, viz., Simon Homer, born on the 5th of November,
;
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DAVID G. WENRICH, farmer and dealer in agricultural implements P. 0.
Bradford, Miami Co., Ohio was born in Adams Township, Darke County is a son
of David and Elizabeth (Grubb) Wenrich. David was born in Dauphin Co., Penn.,
Thomas
Jan. 1, 1816, and was a son of Thomas and Esther (Brandt) Wenrich.
Wenrich was born in Berks County and his wife in Dauphin Co., Penn. being
poor folks, they hired out their son David to work at farming, until, in his 17th
year, he went to learn the cabinet and carpenter trade, which he followed till
Having a desire to see the Western country, he then took
nearly 21 years of age.
a trip to Ohio, landing at Dayton, where he made a short stay he then went to
Salem and worked at his trade for about six months, when he went to Miami
County, near Covington, and worked as journeyman at his trade for one year. In
the mean time, his parents immigrated to Miami County, and located where Bradford, in part, now stands.
On the 1st of March, 1838, he was united in marriage
with Elizabeth Grubb, who was born in Miami Co., July 22, 18 IS, by whom he had
Mary, born in Miami Co., Oct. 10, 1839 Hettie. Jan. 8, 1842, and
eight children
died in 1866, leaving one of her two children John, Feb. 6, 1844 Levi, born in
Darke Co., Oct. 7, 1846; David, Nov. 25, 1849 Malinda. May 5. 1852 Martha,
Our subject always lived at his native place,
Isaac, Jan. 27, 1858.
Oct. 31, 1854
the farm which his father and family cleared up, with the exception of 15 acres they
have now a very desirable farm of 160 acres, of which about 106 acres are in a good
David G. followed teaching in public schools for ten winters
state of cultivation.
is one of the original proprietors of an agricultural store in Bradford, owning a halfinterest in the same, which he runs in connection with the home farm, of which he
has entire charge. His marriage withAllie Babylon was celebrated Dec. 28, 1875
she was born in Miami Co. Jan. 7, 1851, and is the mother of two children
Sherman Byron, born Sept. 15, 1876 Chloe Bell, Jan. 2. 1880.
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LOYD BROWN, farmer P. O. German. The subject of this sketch is one
of the prominent farmers of German Township was born in Baltimore Co., Md..
Our
in 1807 he is the son of Nicholas Brown, who was also a native of Maryland.
subject was raised on a farm, and early acquired the art of farming which he has successfully practiced all his life.
His minority was spent at home assisting in the
For a
duties of the farm, after which time he set out on his own responsibilities.
time, he farmed the homestead on shares. He was united in marriage, in Maryland,
They emigrated to
to Miss Rachel Miller, who was also born in Baltimore Co.
Ohio soon after their marriage and located first in Harrison Township after
remaining here about three years, he came to the place where he now resides and
where he has ever since lived. By dint of hard labor and habits of industry and
economy, he has put himself in the possession of several fine, well-improved farms.
Mr. and Mrs. Brown are the parents of eight children, all of whom grew up to
mature years since then, death has visited four of them. The others are located
on farms near the homestead.
the subject of this
P. 0. German
G. M. CALDERWOOD, physician
memoir was born in Butler Township, in September, 1849 he is the son of J. R.
and Jamima (Otwell) Calderwood his father was born in Montgomery County,
Nov. 6, 1821, and came to this county when quite young he is one of the prominent citizens of the county, and a millwright and carpenter by occupation
his
wife is a native of North Carolina, born near Goldsboro the 13th of April, 1825.
Our subject was raised on a farm, assisting in its duties during the summer, and
devoting his winter months to the acquisition of knowledge in the common schools,
till he was 18 years of age, at which time he entered the union school at Greenville
at this latter place he spent one year, and subsequently entered the profession of teaching
this he followed successfully for a few years, employing his
leisure time in reading medicine, which he continued till the winter of 1872, when
he attended lectures at the Miami Medical College, Cincinnati. He first began
practice in Adams County, Ind.
at the end of about six months he located in
Bradford, Ohio, where he remained in practice about eighteen months his health
being much impaired at the end of this time, he retired from active work for a
period of six months. April 12, 1875, he formed a partnership with Dr. Jobes, of
Palestine, which continued about seven months, when Br. Jobes was elected to the
office of Probate Judge of this county
after the partnership was dissolved, he continued the practice here in his own name he has, b}' careful attention to his professional duties, built up a large and increasing practice, and is one of the promising
young physicians of the county. He was united in marriage Aug. 5, 1872, with
Miss Isabella Reed, at the residence of Rev. McConnell, of Greenville she is a
Dative of Versailles, Darke County, where her father has been engaged in the dry
goods and grain business for about half a century. Mr. and Mrs. Calderwood are
the parents of three children
Rhoda, Jimie (who died when eight months old)
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CLOYD, farmer P. O. German. The subject of this memoir is a
native of this county, born in German Township in 1 822 he is the son of the pioneer
James Clo} d, who was perhaps the first permanent settler in the township. He
was born in Virginia in 1780 when but a mere lad he emigrated to Ohio, at the
breaking-out of the war of 1812, and he gave his services in the defense of his
country he was stationed a portion of the time at Port Greenville.
He was at
this latter place when the children of William Wilson were murdered within sight
of the block-house, and was one who assisted in their burial.
At the close of the
war, he remained in the county, and married Miss Elizabeth Norftsinger, the
;
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;
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daughter of Andrew Norftsinger, one of the first settlers in the county, who came
Neave
to the county previous to the war of 1812, and erected a block-house in
Township, and remained there during the war. He was a " man of the chase,"
and delighted in hunting. James Cloyd was a member of the first grand jury
after his marriage, he first settled on the prairie
that ever met in the county
southeast of the present town of Palestine from there he located on land now
owned by David Wilcox he remained here about sixteen years, in which time he
prepared much of the farm for agricultural uses, which was all in the woods when
he entered it he then disposed of this farm with the intention of emigrating to
remIllinois, but after visiting this latter place he returned satisfied to spend the
nant of his days in German Township he then entered a quarter section just west of
He
Palestine, on which he erected a house and passed the remainder of his life.
died May 26, 1872, at the ripe old age of 81 years 10 months and 11 days thus
passed away a pioneer and a soldier, lamented by all who knew him he had a
sympathetic heart and a charitable spirit, and many a needy neighbor was made
glad by his charities. His wife survived him only a few years, her death occurring
June 17, 1875, at the age of 76 years 3 months and 6 days. They were the parents of seven children, four sons and three daughters, four of whom are still living.
Our subject's early life was devoted to such labor as the frontiersman was accustomed to do he availed himself of what educational opportunities then offered,
At the
often going a distance of two miles through swamp and thickets to school.
age of 20, he went to Preble County and engaged as a laborer on a farm he remained here five years, and then located on the place where he now resides. He
was married in 1846 to Miss Julia A. Woodniansee, a native of Butler County;
her father was an early settler and prominent citizen of the township, having frequently had the offices of Trustee and Justice of the Peace conferred upon him.
Mr. and Mrs. Cloyd are the parents of four children— Edward, Elmira, Flora B.
and Sampson. They are members of the M. E. Church, and are leading exem;
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The subject of this memoir
N. EAKINS, farmer P. 0. German.
He was born
a descendant of one of the early pioneer families of .the Township.
in the township Aug. 15, 1855, and is the son of George Eakins, and grandson of
Benjamin Eakins came to this township immethe pioneer Benjamin Eakins.
diately after the close of the war of 1812 and located on the land where our subject
now resides. His first house still stands a monument of early days. He passed
through with all of the privations and hardships incident to frontier life, sharing
its trials and triumphs, and died at a ripe old age honored by all who knew him.
Our subject was early left an orphan by the death of his parents, and was then
taken and raised by his uncle, Wash Brown. He is now engaged in farming which
has always been his occupation, and is one of the promising young men of the
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;

is

Dec. 31, 1876, he celebrated his marriage with Miss Thomas, who was
born and raised in New Madison. She is also a descendant of early pioneers of
Harrison Township. Mr. and Mrs. Eakins were the parents of two children, one of
whom has been taken from them by the messenger of death.
SOLOMON FKANK, retired farmer P. 0. German, Ohio. This gentleman
was born near Wheeling, W. Va., April 12, 1817, and is the son of Stephen Frank,
a native of New York State when quite small, he emigrated to Montgomery Co.,
his father deceased when he was a small boy, thus leaving
Ohio, with his parents
him without the comforts or benign influences of a parental home this misfortune
he engaged at the occupation of la rulearly threw him upon his own resources
at this age, he began the coopering business,
ing,* hiring out, until he was 18
which occupation he followed for upward of twenty years. In 1840, he came to
this township and located in the town of Palestine, where he pursued his usual
vocation.
He has been married twice his marriage with Miss Acca Parent was
celebrated Dec. 15, 1842
her parents were early settlers of this township, and
Mr. Frank and family,
their biographies occur under the sketch of I. D. Parent.

county.

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

—
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

572

together with a large circle of acquaintances, were called upon to mourn her
she was for many years identified with
death, which occurred March 29, 1861
the cause of religion, being 'first a member of the M. E. Church, and, at her death,
her life was an exemplary one. and her death a loss which
of the U. B. Church
Mr. Frank was united in marriage the sec
the church and community both felt.
ond time, Feb. L6, 1862, with Mrs. Sarah A. (Crisler) Leas she is a native of
Six children were born to the first union, one of whom deceased
Preble Co., Ohio.
when quite small the rest are all living one child was the fruit of the last
Mr. Frank has devoted his latter years to farming
union, which died in infancy.
and superintending his farm. Mr. and Mrs. F. are both active members of the I".
B. Church of Pleasant Grove, and are leading exemplary lives.
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REUBEN

P. (.). German
was born in South Carolina,
one of the early settlers of this section of the country his
father, Henry G., was born in North Carolina and emigrated to Ohio with his
he is the father of
family in 1833, locating in German Township, near Palestine
he is still living, at the age of
nine children, and has been married three times
Our subject lived with his parents till he was 8 or !»
72 years, hale and hearty.
years, of age, when he went to live with Benj. Stanton, a Quaker, of Newport. Ind.,
now known as Fountain City with this man and in this vicinity he spent his boyhood days. While here he became an enthusiastic co-worker with the Friends
who were as a class severely opposed to the system of slavery in assisting fugihe entered heartily and earnestly into the work
tive slaves to escape into Canada
while yet a boy, and many slaves owed their freedom to his assistance.
The
Friends had formed a secret society, the object of which was to aid the refugees
They established a " Court of Inquiry " to avoid being deceived by imto escape.
postors, their purpose being to assist only those who were fleeing from bondage.
In this court, our subject often sat and listened to the sad tales of the fugitives, till
he formed an intense hatred against the " cursed institution of slavery," and determined to render, with anj' and all sacrifices, whatever assistance he could to the
" runaways. "
As they would find their way to Newport, he would drive them over
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GrOENS, farmer

1830, and
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what was known as the " Greenville Settlement," making the trip after night to
from this latter place, they were helped into Canada, After he
had grown up to majority, he had a strong desire to visit Canada, and see how
those whom he had aided in their " flight for freedom " were prospering under
their new surroundings. To this place he found his way, and here met many whom
he had helped in their escape. He remained here for a year or more and then returned
home. In the mean time, he was engaged on the lakes as a laborer on a boat, and
also on the Canada Southern R. R. At this time, there were no educational oppor-

to

avoid detection

;

tunities provided the colored race in Indiana.
Recognizing the necessity of educating the slaves who found their way here, the Friends, assisted by other chari-

table persons, erected a Manual Labor Institute in Randolph Co., Ind., just across
the line from the Greenville settlement.
Into this enterprise our subject entered
with enthusiasm and assisted in clearing the ground and erecting the building,
and has since rendered what aid he could to the institution.
Prof. Tucker was
employed as teacher tor about twenty years, during which time the school prospered greatly, and the good which has flowed from it to the colored race can never be
estimated.
Those have been educated here who have since occupied seats in
Congress, and hundreds are scattered over the South and elsewhere to-day.
giving to others the knowledge which they acquired at this institution.
Mr.
Goens is now filling the position of Trustee for this university, which is still accomplishing much good. Mr. 0. has been married twice his first marriage was
with Miss Mary Clemens, who deceased in 1852; she was the granddaughter of
James Clemens, the first settler in this part of the county his second marriage
was consummated with .Miss Emily A. Smith, also a granddaughter of James Clemens
Mr. G. has since been chiefly engaged in farming, though he has dealt to
some extent in stock. In 1864. he gave his services for the defense of his country,
;

;

;
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being placed in the 45th Penn. V. I. they were located at Washington City near
Gen. Lee's farm till April 15, 1865, when they were ordered to the front he participated in the battles around Petersburg and Richmond, and was present at Lee's
surrender
they were then sent into Texas, where they remained till they were
honorably discharged, the last of September. 1865, at Brownsville, Tex. he then returned home b} way of the Gulf and Mississippi River to Cairo, 111., and from there bjMr. and Mrs. Goens are the parents of five children, two of whom are
railroad.
dead the living are Robert C, Rufus W. C. and Russell V. Mr. G. may be regarded as one of the self-made men of this township beginning with no capital.,
he has struggled up with the assistance of his wife against misfortune and adversity to take a place among the thrifty and enterprising farmers of the township.
H. L. HILL, retired farmer P. 0. German. Mr. Hill is one of the few
remaining pioneers of this county he was born in York District, South Carolina,
the 1st of February, 1815 is of Irish descent; he is the son of William E. Hill,
whose father, William Hill, came from Ireland. William E. was born in Frankstown, Washington Co., Md.. April 9, 1772 though of Irish birth, the first language
he lisped was German, that being the prevailing language of his native town his
parents moved to South Carolina when he was quite a small lad his father, was
one of the patriots during the great struggle for American freedom, and took an
active part in it near the close of the war, when the British and Tories held possession of South Carolina, and were visiting the patriots with merciless severity
and cruelty, murdering hundreds in cold blood, they called at the house of Mr.
Hill, thinking to find and dispatch him as they had many other brave men, but
Mr. Hill was at his post of duty repelling the bloodthirsty murderers, and the}'
not being able to ascertain his whereabouts from Mrs. Hill,
failed to find him
equally patriotic, and his daughter, they attempted to extort the desired informathis
tion from William E., then a lad of about nine summers, by hanging him
they did several times, punishing him most severely, but to no avail thus failing
in their purpose, they proceeded to plunder the house, taking out the feather beds
and scattering the feathers to the winds. William E. Hill's bo3 hood was spent
upon a farm, but quite early in life he turned his attention to the cai'penter's trade,
to the construction of cotton gins and cotton screws chiefly being raised in a Slave
State, his early training was such as to lead him to look favorably on this system of
servitude, but his nature never could endure to see the slaves cruelly used atone period in his life, he was called near Charleston to erect a cotton gin for Rambert, one of
the largest slaveholders in the country every evening those slaves who failed to perform the daily task imposed upon them by their cruel master, were taken to the
whipping-post and unmercifully wmipped their agonies from this could be heard
all night through, and Mr. Hill gave it as one of the most painful periods of his
life, although he was allowed the comforts and luxuries of the splendid Rambert
mansion. In order to obtain a place among the higher class of society, Mr. Hill
was obliged to purchase some slaves and become a slaveholder this purchase
proved a financial disaster to him, which misfortune led him to seek a more congenial clime, and in the fall of 1817 he emigrated to Ohio, locating on a school
section about three miles west of the present town of New Madison.
Here he purchased a lease for $1, with about seven acres cleared on it here, on this piece of
land, he and his devoted wife spent the remnant of their days, and now their bodies
lie interred on the same soil.
He combined with farming the occupation of
cooper and loom manufacturer, and his looms are yet to be found over this county,,
relics of pioneer life.
Although not much given to the " chase," he had one which
ended in a remarkable fruition. In company with two of his neighbors, John
Downing and Thomas Mecum, one winter morning, when the ground was covered
to an unusual depth with snow, over which a strong crust had formed, he spied
seven deer, and gave chase with dogs the snow so impeded the progress of the
deer that they all soon fell victims to the eager dogs. Mr. Hill was married to
Miss Sarah F arris in South Carolina, who was born in County Antrim, Ireland,
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on the 8th day of March, 1780 she emigrated to America when only 12 years
old, with her parents, settling on Fishing Creek, York District, South Carolina.
Twelve children were born to Mr. and Mrs. J ill. and all grew up to years of matu;

I

but three, who died in their infancy. Mr. Hill deceased in April, 1848, his
Thus we record the
wife surviving him till June, 1855, when her death occurred.
death of two more of the early pioneers of this county. During their lives, they
were successively members of three religious denominations, viz., Presbyterian,
United Brethren and Universalist. Our subject was only 2 years old when he
came to this county his early life was not much different from most of the pioneer boys the log cabin constituted his home and the wilderness his surroundings povert}' was the most constant companion of his youth, and frequently has
he been tucked under the bed while his only shirt was receiving a vigorous appliThe first teakettle used in the family was purchased
cation of soap and water.
for $3, and his mother spun flax and tow, at 12^ cents per dozen cuts,
The domestic wear of his sisters consisted of home-made goods,
to pay for it.
made of cotton filling and flax chain, the cotton being carded and spun by hand
The first
these goods, colored in various hues, constituted their Sunday costume.
calico di-esses introduced into the neighborhood, by a family from Kentucky, were
objects of no little interest to the community, and the family that had the audacity
to make such a display of finery as this ran no little risk of being ordered to leave
the county or don the home-made goods it was looked upon as a dangerous custom, not to be allowed with impunity this feeling, however, soon wore off, and
the fair daughters of the forests were allowed to indulge in the luxuries of a calico
the first dress of this make introduced into the family of our subject was
dress
purchased of Shadwick & Co., of New Paris, at 25 cents per yard, and paid for in
home-made goods at the same price this served as a passport into the higher
Financial circumstances did not improve materially till Mr. H.
class of society.
grew up to manhood and was able to perform considerable manual labor. At the
age of 21, by agreement previously entered into, his father deeded to him 80 acres
of land, one-half swamp and one-half timber this was his first earthly possession.
About this period, March 16, 1837, he celebrated his marriage with Miss Elizabeth
Kunkle, who was born in 1815, in Bedford Co., Penn., and came to this county
with her parents when only 3 years of age, locating in Harrison Township her
mother is still living, at the ripe old age of 86, in the possession in a remarkable
degree of all her faculties. After the marriage of Mr. H.. he moved to his land.
then all in the wild state hard work and perseverance were demanded of them
both to meet the exigencies of their surroundings these were heartily furnished.
Mrs. H. performing her part at the spinning-wheel and loom, in addition to the
usual domestic duties after they had been struggling against poverty and its
•concomitants for some time, Mrs. Hill's mother bequeathed them $250, the savings
of her own small earnings, $218 of which were in silver half-dollars with this
Mr. Hill started for Fort Wayne, Ind., on foot, a distance of ninety miles, to enter
at the end of sevenland, and succeeded in entering 148 acres in Allen County
teen years, he disposed of his first farm and purchased 160 acres in (xernian Townhe subsequently added to this by the purship, Sec. 27, where he has since lived
chase of 268 acres; in 1870. his estimated worth was $20,000, the accumulation of
rity
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by his wife. At this period of his prosperity a great
which was doubly severe because of the manner and
source from which it came, it being security and forged notes to the amount of
$12,000 for him and his devoted companion to have the fruits of their lives' toils
and sacrifices thus unlawfully snatched from them was a bereavement most keenly
Mr. and Mrs. H. are the parents
felt, and on his family it fell with equal weight.
of nine children, six sons and three daughters, and are the grandparents of twentyone children one son, the youngest and oldest daughters, and live grandchildren
have died. Mr. and Mrs. Hill are members of the Universalist Church at Palestine.
BALSEll HORN, farmer; P. O. Hollandsburg. Mr. Horn was born in
his

own

exertions, assisted

financial calamity befell him,
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he attended school till he was 14,
at the cooper trade and one year
at brewing
he then traveled till he was 20, at which time he was called in for
service in the Hessian army
by contributing to a general fund which was kept
for the purpose of hiring substitutes, the sum of 95 guilders
nearly $40
he was
released from further obligations to the army.
On the 4th of April, 1832 he embarked on a sail vessel at Bremenhaven for America, and was landed at Baltimore, Md. on the 4th of June, being 60 days on the voyage he soon found his way
to Penn., where he engaged in teaming for a time
he came to Ohio Oct. 25, 1833,
and located in Fairfield County, where he at once began coopering he was married
Oct. 23, 1836, to Miss Nancy Kanney, a native of Maryland.
She came to this State
in 1825, her parents preceding her about one year.
Soon after the marriage of
Mr. H. he began the occupation of farming, which he has ever since followed with
eminent success he disposed of the farm which he possessed in Fairfield County,
and came to this county Aug. 30, 1849, locating in Sec. 30, on 123 acres which he
purchased since then by industry and economy he has added to this till now he
has a farm of 273 acres on this he has erected one of the finest brick residences
in the Township, and has put the farm under the best modern improvements he
is one of the self-made men of this country.
When he landed at Baltimore, he had
in his pocket only 37 cents, all his earthly possessions.
Though he landed with
an empty purse, he was possessed of an indomitable energy and perseverance which
served him well then and has ever since been his guiding genius. Mr. and Mrs.
H. are the parents of nine children, of whom four have deceased two sons and
three daughters are still living
all have attained to majority.
Two daughters
have been united in marriage, one living at home, the other in Minnesota.
SQUIRE JEFFERIS, farmer P. O. German. The subject of this memoir,
Squire Jefferis, was born in German Township, Darke Co., Ohio, June 26, 1828
he is of English descent he lived with his parents until he attained to his majority, assisting in the duties of the farm, which then consisted largely in removing
the forests from the land, preparatory to farming his winter months were devoted
to the acquisition of knowledge in the common schools, which were then after the
pioneer style he attended his first school in the second schoolhouse erected in the
township, which stood on Sec. 13 his first instructor was Milton Moore by close
attention to his books, he qualified himself for the profession of teaching, and
taught his first school in 1850. in what was known as the " James Daily District,"
in German Township
the building in which he taught was only 16x18 feet, and
his average daily attendance forty
he was recompensed for his arduous
labor at the rate of $15 per month, boarding himself he followed teaching during
the winter months for a period of ten j^ears, and for five summers during this
time engaged in the manufacture of brick, the balance of the summers were spent
in farming.
In 1858, he was married to Miss Margaret A. Brown, daughter of
John and Mary Brown after his marriage he moved to Washington Township,
and engaged in farming in the same spring, he was elected Constable of the township, to which office he was elected for four years in succession
he lived with his
wife about six years, when they separated and broke up housekeeping one child
was born to this union, viz., Ida Jane. For several years subsequent to this, he
had no permanent home. On the 9th of February, 1869, he was united in marriage to Martha M. Butler, of Randolph Co., Incl.; she is the daughter of James
and Elizabeth E. Butler the same spring of his marriage, he moved to German
Township, locating on Sec. 3, where he has since lived three children are the
fruits of this union, a son and two daughters.
The chief occupation of our subject has been farming, though he has dealt to some extent in stock for the last
fifteen or twenty years
in 1872, he was elected to the office of Justice of the
Peace, and served a term of three years, discharging the duties thereof, with commendable zeal and satisfaction to his constituency he is the son of Darlington
L. and Mary Jefferis.
Darlington L. was born in Virginia, Oct. 25, 1796 in
2,
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at this
1798. his father moved to Fayette Co., Penn., where they lived until 1806
time they emigrated to Ohio and Located in Butler Co.; at the end of two years,
they moved to Clinton Co.; in 1820. Darlington L. left the parental roof, to try his
fortunes in the wilds of Darke Co.; he first made his home with Peter Kimball, in
Washington Township, and the same year entered 160 acres of land in German
Township. His marriage with Miss Mary Potter was celebrated the following
she was the daughter of Daniel and Elizabeth (Drew) Potter, natives
year. 1S21
Shortly
of New .Jersey, and early pioneers of this State, coming herein 1816.
after the marriage of Mr. Jefferis, he erected a log cabin on his land, into which
he moved and began life in earnest by his indomitable energy and persevering
industry, being ably assisted b}' his noble wife, he soon made the wilderness
"blossom as the rose " by good management he added to his farm, until he subsequently had in his possession over 500 acres of fertile land, under excellent
improvement he is still living on the farm he entered sixty years ago. There
were born to Darlington L. and Mary Jefferis, ten children, viz.: Rebecca, deceased
Julian, deceased at the age of 13
Job D., married to Caroline Coble
in infancy
Milton M..
Squire, subject of this sketch; John, deceased at age of 3 years
married to Louisa Chenoweth Mary A., married to Samuel F. Armstrong
Joshua, married to Sarah J. Ware William H. H. died at the age of 22, at Nashhis remains
ville, Tenn., while in the service of his country in the late rebellion
were brought home and buried beside his friends gone before Elizabeth, married
Darlington L. Jefferis is a son of Job and Rebecca (Long)
to William H. Mills.
Job J. was born in Chester Co., Penn., June 9, 1776, and married
Jefferis
she deceased fourRebecca, daughter of Owen and Lydia Long, Dec. 10. 1794
years after their marriage, leaving a son, Darlington L.. the father of our subject
his second marriage was consummated with Rebecca Vail, whose death occurred
shortly after a daughter was born to this union, Catherine, who subsequently
married Ivan Ward, and moved to Jay Co., Ind. Mr. Jefferis married Elizabeth
Nichalson for his third wife, who died Oct. 19, 1856 three children were born to
Job E., Joab and Hannah. Mr. Jefferis was a farmer by occupation,
this uni >n
and emigrated to Clinton Co., Ohio, in 1808, where he lived until his death, which
occurred dan. 1. 1846 he was the son of William and Hannah (Darlington) JefWilliam J. was born in Chester Co., Penn., May 12, 1729, and united in
feris.
marriage in 1752, to Hannah Darlington, daughter of Abraham and Elizabeth DarAbraham Darlington was born in Darnhall, Cheshire, England, and emilington.
William and Hannah J. resided in Bradgrated to America when a young man.
they were the parents of twelve children,
ford, Chester Co., Penn., until their death
Elizabeth, born April
viz.: Jane, born Oct. 20, 1752, married to Frederick Wolf;
Rachel, born Aug. 14. 1755, married to Griffith
15, 1754. married John Hickman
Roberts; Hannah, born April 7, 1757, married to David Harris; Rebecca, born
Aug. 18, 1759 William, born Sept, 5, 1761, married to Ann Woodward and MarAbraham, born Feb. 22, 1763, married Martha Way and Ann
tha Mendenhall
Carter; Agnes, born Sept. 2, 1764; Job, born June 9, 1766, married Rebecca
Long and others Lydia, born May 17. 1768, married Jacob Aughee Mary, born
Martha, born Feb.'l7, 1773. William Jefferis was a son of WillDec. 10, 1770
iam Jefferis. Sr., and Elizabeth Jefferis. William Jefferis, Sr., was born in Delaware Co., Penn., about the year 17<H), and was married in 1724 to Elizabeth, widow
of John Xield. and daughter of Nathaniel and Elizabeth Bing after residing for
several years in Delaware Co., they moved to Chester Co.. where they Lived until
they were the parents of the following children Mary, born July 29,
their death
William, born May 12. 1729. married Hannah Dar1727. married William Marsh
Nathaniel, born
Martha, born March 8. 1731. married William Bennett
lington
Jan. 8, 1733, married twice, persons unknown: Hannah, married John Hunt:
Samuel, born Dec. 6, 1736, married Margaret Townsend; Nathan, born July 6,
William Jefferis. Sr., was a son of Robert and
1741, married Penninah Strode.
Jane (Chandler) -Jefferis. Robert Jefferis was born about the year 1670, and emi;
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grated to Chester Co., Penn., as early as 1685
it is supposed that he was born in
England he was married in 1693 to Jane, daughter of George and Jane Chandler, who came from Wiltshire, England, in the year 1689.
They were the parents
of the following children Patience, married to Henry Betterton Charity, married
to John Evans and John Cope William, married in 1724. Elizabeth Neild
James,
married in 1827 Elizabeth Carter Robert, married to Eleanor
and Elizabeth George, married to Lydia
Jane, married to Joseph Skeen Anne,
married to Alexander Duncan Mary, married to Thomas Temple. Robert Jefferis was married the second time, and there were born to this union, Benjamin,
Thomas, John, and Richard.
M. M. JEFFERIS, farmer P. 0. German. The subject of this memoir is a
native of this township
born within one-fourth mile of where he now resides
Jan. 8, 1833 he is the son of D. L. Jefferis, whose sketch appears in the memoir
of Squire J. he was brought up to farm labor and remained at home till his marriage, which he celebrated with Miss Louisa Chenoweth, April 6, 1855
the marriage ceremony was solemnized by A. Hiller, J. P.
Mrs. J. is the daughter of
Thos. F. Chenoweth. whose sketch appears in those of Washington Township
after his marriage, he located where he now lives
he has a well-improved farm of
160 acres, under a good state of cultivation he has erected on it the finest twostory brick residence in the township, and has with it all the conveniences which
could be desired he is no office-seeker, but has been elected to the office of Township Trustee. Mr. and Mrs. J. are the parents of twelve children Franklin W., born
Jan. 18, 1856, deceased July 31, 1863 Orlinda, Jr., April 6, 1857, deceased Aug.
Victoria I, Jan. 7. 1859, recently married; Laura Ellen, March 12, 1861,
4, 1858
recently married
Mary J.. Sept. 9, 1863 Lorinda A., May 21, 1865, deceased Sept.
21. 1871
Chas. T., Aug. 8, 1868 Emma C. E., Jan. 6, 1871 Flora May, Oct. 2,
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1872

Elmer

;

Edward F., Nov. 18, 1876 Homer L., March 21,
24, 1874
Mrs. J. have their connection with the Universalist Church at Pal-

D.,

Mr. and

1879.

;

;

June

;

;

estine.

JOSHUA JEFFERIS,

farmer P. 0. German. Joshua was born in the house
October 15, 1837
he is the son of D. L. Jefferis whose
sketch appears in another place our subject was reared a farmer boy, assisting in
the duties of the farm during the summer and attending the common schools
during the winter months he has always lived on the homestead place, which he
began cultivating on shares in 1863, since which time he has been farming on his
own account. He was united in marriage with Miss S. J. Ware, January 10, 1867
she is the daughter of Jacob Ware, whose sketch appears in another part of this
work she was born in the township June 20, 1849 Mr. Jefferis is identified with
the Republican party, to the principles of which he is a zealous advocate Mr. and

where he now

;

resides,

;
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;

;

Mrs. Jefferis are members of the Universalist Church at Palestine, and are living
consistent lives.
They are the parents of three children, viz., William Ellsworth
Grant, born March 24, 1868
Marvin Ravmond, November 5, 1877 Lona Alma.
May 13, 1879.
SAMUEL KERST (deceased), Mr. Kerst was one of the most prominent farmers of this township
he was born in Berks Co., Penn.. November
24, 1811, and was of German descent; he was the son of Samuel and Elizabeth Kerst, both natives of Pennsylvania when quite a small boy. he suffered
the loss of his parents by death, he then went to live with his uncle at Reading,
Penn,; while here, he enjoyed the advantages of the schools of the place
he was
raised principally upon a farm, and early became acquainted with the art of
farming, which he followed with signal success the remainder of his life.
In 1837,
December 26, he celebrated his marriage with Miss Ann M. Moj-er, the marriage
ceremony being solemnized by Rev. William Pauli
Mrs. Kerst was born in
Pennsylvania, and is the daughter of Hemy and Sarah S. Moyer, both natives of
Pennsylvania. Immediately after the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Kerst, they emmigrated to Ohio, halting for a short time on a farm in Montgomery Co., near
:
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resumed their westward journey till reaching
they located on Sec. 13 here Mr. Kerst purchased the
farm consisting of 166 acres, on which Mrs. Kerst now resides, and where he
passed the remnant of his days in agricultural pursuits he died honored by all
who knew him, March 23, 1872, leaving a large circle of friends, an affectionate
Mr.
wife and loving children to mourn his departure and revere his memory.
Kerst was a faithful member of the German Reformed Church for many years
before his death, and died in the triumphs of his faith in his death, the community lost a useful citizen, the church an exemplary member, and the family an
Mr. and Mrs. Kerst were the parents of
affectionate husband and loving father.
seven children two sons and five daughters, all of whom are living (1880); their
Morgan V., Sarah Ann, Ackie E., Angeline, Evan M.,
names are as follows

Germantown;

in March, 1838, they

German Township, where

;

;

;

—

:

Caudia

C.

and Hattie M.

GEORGE KESTER, farmer and wagon-maker, P. 0. German. The subject o
memoir was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, near Germantown, in 1809 he is of
German descent and is the son of George Kester, Sr., who was born in Pennsylvania in
The older
1777, and emigrated to Ohio in the beginning of the present century.
Kester remembered having seen George Washington at his father's private inn, in

this

;

Pennsylvania.

famous
gomery

soldier,

He celebrated his marriage with Miss Julia Ann AVolfe, a relative of the
General James Wolfe. When he came to Ohio, he settled in Mont-

The westward march of civilization had then just reached
Co., near Da} ton.
Montgomery Co., and he constituted one of its early settlers he served as a soldier in
the warof 1*812 for a period of six months, and was atFt. Greenville when the Wilson
children were murdered by the Indians he in company with one or two others
T

;

;

gave the murderers chase a favorite dog of Mr. Kester, previously trained, leadinc them on their track he would most probably soon have overtaken the villians
and brought them to justice, but for the fear of the Captain of the garrison who ordered
them back to the fort. In February, 1837 he came to this county and settled in
German Township, on the southwest quarter of Sec. 14, on a part of which a portion of Palestine has since been built in March, 1838, he met with a severe and
what afterward, through the negligence or rather ignorance of the attending physihe was a great lover of the chase, and, while out on
cian, proved a fatal accident
a fox hunt with several more, he received a kick from the horse of David Ketring.
which completely shattered the lower bone of his leg from the effects of this he
his wife died, when our subject was about 8 years old,
died in the following May
with a rose cancer on her face she was a woman of more than ordinary intelligence in her day, having received a fine German education. Mr. and Mrs. Kester
were the parents of fourteen children. Our subject's early life did not differ much from
he
that of many other boys in the early period of the settlement of this county
remained at' home till 16 years of age, devoting his time with his father on the
farm at this age, he worked three months on the Miami Canal, which was then in
the process of construction, and th completion of which was looked to with great
anxiety, some believing that it would prove an invaluable blessing to the country,
and many others that it would prove equally as great an injury he was then apprenticed to the wagon-maker's trade, and served a term of two and a half years
he then pursued this occupation for several years as a journeyman, setting up on
May 1 0th, 1835, he was united in
his own responsibility, first at Sunbury, in 1833.
marriage with Miss Eve Frank, and on the 20th of the same month he. accompanied
by his wife, started to this county to improve a piece of land which he had prethe journey was made by team and required two days he began
viously entered
at once to erect a log house, but before completing it the privations necessarily
connected with it proved too severe, and lie was prostrated with sickness; after he
recovered, he returned to Montgomery Co. with his team, after some household goods
which he could not bring on the first trip while here, lie was again prostrated with
sickness, and thus becoming somewhat discouraged with his new home in Parke
County, he was easily persuaded by his friends to remain in his native place and
;
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this he did till April, 1838, when he again moved
locating on the east half of his father's farm, which he subsequently purchased for $2,000, the amount paid for the whole quarter a few years
previous by his father at his father's death he administered on the estate, and
then made the purchase above referred to he remained on the farm till about nine
years ago, superintending it and at the same time carrying on his shop in Pales-

resume
to

his former occupation

;

German Township,

;

;

he formerly dealt largely in fine blooded horses, his opinion being regarded as that of an expert on such horses about nine years ago he moved to
Mr. and Mrs. Kester are the parents of six chilPalestine, where he still resides.
Mrs. Kester died in 1855, lamented by all who
dren, three of whom are deceased
knew her Mr. Kester gave his second daughter a collegiate education, at Oxford,
Ohio she subsequently engaged in teaching, and was united in marriage to Capt.
Moore, of Greenville. Mr. Kester consummated his second marriage with Viola
the
Mikesell two children, a son and daughter, have been born to this union
son is married and had two children, one of whom hae deceased he is much given
to instrumental music, and is at present (1880) a member of the " Palestine
Brass Band."
DAVID KETBING, retired farmer P. 0. German another of the early pioneers of the county, coming to German Township, with his parents, in 1818 he
was born in Fairfield Co., Ohio, in 1808 he is of German descent, his father being
a native of Germany and his mother of Pennsylvania his parents settled on land
about one mile south of the present site of Palestine, in 1818 they then constiOur subject was brought up
tuted one among the first families of the township.
to pioneer life, and was early inured to its hardships he assisted his father on
the farm till his death, which' occurred in 1829 he then took charge of the homestead and rendered support to his mother till her death, which occurred in 1845
he then inherited the home place, which he continued to farm till 1865, when he
disposed of it and went to Bandolph Co., Ind. at the end of eleven years, he returned
to the place where he now resides he celebrated his marriage with Miss Martha
Brant June 3, 1830 she is a native of Preble Co., Ohio, and came to this county
when only 6 months old, making her home with Jonathan Pearson, one of the first
Mr. Ketring has witnessed the changes wrought in this secsettlers in the township.
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by the unflagging industry of man for upward of sixty years. He
has seen the wilderness " blossom as the rose " and bring forth a hundred-fold.
Mr. and Mrs. K. are the parents of nine children, seven of whom are living, viz.,
Elizabeth, Joseph, Mary, Ellen and Jonathan (twins, now deceased), Malinda, Phebe
Jane, Benjamin F., Clarissa, Martha. they have all attained to majority and
are all married but two.
MICHAEL LINDAMOOD, farmer P. O. Weaver's Station. The subject of
he was
this memoir was born in Germantown, Montgomery County, Ohio, in 1806
the son of Jonathan Lindamood, who was a native of Pennsylvania he emigrated
to Ohio in the beginning of the present century and located in Montgomery
County. Our subject was reared a tiller of the soil, and, besides assisting in the
In 1828, he
duties of the farm, he gave some attention to the carpenter business.
celebrated his marriage Avith Miss Sherick, in Montgomery County she was born
in Perry County, in 1808, and at the age of 18 she accompanied a family to Montgomery County, with whom she made her home till her marriage, returning once
Mr. Lindamood engaged in farmin the mean time to her native place on a visit.
ing for a few years after marriage, in Montgomery County, and then moved to this
county, locating on the southeast quarter of Section 24, German Township the
his farm was, with the
difficulties incident to frontier life at once confronted him
exception of a few acres, yet clothed in the habiliments of nature, and unflagging
perseverance was demanded to prepare it for the plow and cultivator by dint of
hard labor this was soon accomplished, and a fine farm was the reward. On Sept.
5, 1869, death's messenger summoned Mr. Lindamood to " that undiscovered country from whose bourn no traveler returns " he departed in peace, his life's work
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:

being clone, leaving many friends, an affectionate wife and loving children to mourn
Mr. and Mrs. Lindamood were the parents of
his departure and revere his memory.
children, one dying in infancy, the rest growing up to years of maturity three of ten
it will be
the daughters died after their marriage, leaving families of children
seen that death has frequently broken into this family circle, taking away an
affectionate father and husband and four children.
Mr. Lindamood was a member
of the Lutheran Church and lived an exemplary life.
This gentleman was
G. T. LOWDENSLAGER, farmer P. 0. Hollandsburg.
born in Carroll Co.. Md., Jan. 30, 1830 he is of German descent and is the son
of Jacob L., also a native of Maryland he was a shoemaker by trade, and engaged
in this occupation about foi'ty} ears
he emigrated to Ohio with his family in 1837,
He
and loeated in Harrison township
here he combined with his trade, farming.
was united in marriage about 1826, with Miss Brown, also a native of Maryland, and
sister of Loyd Brown, whose sketch appears in the biographies of this township.
Mrs. L.'s death occurred Aug. 30, I860. Mr. L. is still living in Harrison Township at
the ripe old age of 81 j'ears.
Our subject was brought up to farm life, and assisted his father in farming till he grew up to mature years. In 1856, Sept. 7, he
celebrated his nuptials with Miss Margaret A. Vore, who was born in Harrison Township, Ma^- 3, 1838
her parents were natives of Pennsylvania, and emigrated to
her parents
this State nearly half a century ago, locating in Harrison Township
were both spared to see a ripe old age, her father's demise occurring Oct. 31, 1865.
at the age of 76 years, and her mother's, Jan. 26, 1880, at the age of 83 years.
Thus we record the death of two more of the early settlers of this county, who
departed, leaving a large circle of acquaintances and a family of children to mourn
their loss. Our subject farmed the homestead for several years after marriage, and then
after spending about six years on two other farms, purchased the place where he
now resides, which he has placed under good improvement by his habits of industry, assisted by his amiable wife.
Mr. and Mrs. L. are the parents of twelve
children, viz:
Mary Emma, born July 7, 1857, married Jan. 14, 1877, to William
Margaret
F. Wolf; Thomas P., born Sept. 11, 1858; Jesse S., born June 8, 1860
John L., born Feb. 28, 1864 Andrew C, born Aug.
C. C, born Oct. 17, 1861
Elva E., born July 20, 1867 Ina B., born Feb. 4. 1869 Annan M., born
6, 1865
April 15, 1870
Florence M., born Dec. 19, 1871, deceased, Sept. 2, 1872 Rosa.
E., born Nov. 7, 1873; Jacob E., born Sept, 30, 1875.
JAMES McCABE, lumber manufacturer, P. O. German. The subject of this
sketch was born in Warren Co., Ohio, the 14th day of October, 1826 his father,
John was born in New Jersej7 Aug. 30, 1798, and is yet living in Neave
Township, with all his faculties well preserved he emigrated to Ohio, when he
attained to his majorit}r in September, 1818, making the journey almost entirely
by foot he was accompanied to Wheeling, Va., b} two young men of the names
of Nutt and Helm here Nutt retraced his steps to New Jersey, after replenishing
his exhausted purse out of McCabe's
from Wheeling to Marietta, McCabe and
Helm journeyed by skiff on the Ohio River becoming wearied of this mode of
travel, they disposed of their skiff, and footed it to Chillicothe
here the two com
panions, bound together by the trials and triumphs Of their journey, made a final
separation; McC. pushed his journey on to Franklin Co., where he engaged a year
or two at the carpenter trade, which he had previously learned his marriage with
Miss Ann Yantilbnrgh was celebrated .June 17. 1824; she was born in Middlesex
Co., N. J., Oct. 6, 1798, and emigrated to this State with her parents when
quite small, locating in Warren Co.
Our subject then established himself in Warren Co. and engaged at his trade till he came to this county in 1842. the L3th day
of November he purchased a farm in Xeave Township, and abandoned his trade
and turned his attention to fanning; he has continued to manage his farm up to
the present time.
Mrs. McC. deceased and was buried at Carlyle Station, Warren
Co.
Five children were born to this union as follows
Sarah, born May 27, 1825,
deceased; James, Oct. 14, 1826 John V., Jan. 28, 1828, deceased July 16, 1855
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William, born Jan. 29, 1829, deceased Oct. 14, 1851; Edith A., Feb. 28, 1830,
deceased.
Mr. McCabe's second marriage was consummated with Miss Nancy
Woodward, in Warren Co.; she was born in that count}' the 14th day of May, 1808.
Nine children were the fruits of this union, to wit:
and deceased Jan. 21, 1855.
George, Samuel, Ellen, Oscar and Malvina (twins), Elizabeth, Reuben, Wilson and
Nancy the above are all married but three. Mr. McC. was united the third time
Our subject
in marriage with Mrs. Charlotte Heistand, a native of Pennsylvania.
was brought up on a farm during the winter months, he applied himself assiduousl}* to the acquisition of the rudiments of book knowledge
so well did he
improve his time in this direction that he was early qualified to enter the profession of teaching this he followed for eight }T ears he obtained his first certificate
of John Briggs, one of the first school examiners of this county. He was married
to Miss Wagoner Jan. 10, 1852; she was born in Neave Township Oct. 26.
1823.
Her father, George Wagoner, was born Oct. 24, 1788, and came to Neave
Township March 12, 1817; he was a soldier in the war of 1812, and was taken
prisoner at Hull's surrender at Detroit at the mention of this cowardly act of
Hull to him, he would become enraged and stamp the ground, even up to his
death, which occurred April 6, 1868 he was united in marriage to Miss Sarah
Stevens, who was born Oct. 12, 1796, and died Feb. 16, 1864; they were the
parents of eleven children, seven of whom still survive our subject, after his
marriage located in Palestine, and for a time engaged in teaching and farming
he then purchased the Palestine Flouring-mill, to which he attached a saw-mill in
about five 3 ears he disposed of this property soon after this, and, with Mr. Kester. purchased and erected in Palestine a large saw-mill, which he still runs, having some time ago purchased Kester's interest in it. Mr. and Mrs. McC. are the
parents of four children, two sons and two daughters, to wit
Flora, born July
7, 1855, now deceased; Orlando, Sept. 6, 1857, now engaged in teaching; Virgil.
November, 1858 Ida M., Feb. 7, 1864. Mr. and Mrs. McCabe are members of the
Universalist Church of Palestine.
IRA McCLURE, miller P. 0. German. The subject of this memoir is a
native of this county, born in Washington Township in 1845
he is the son of
Geo. McClure, a native of Pennsylvania, who emigrated to this county in 1836
and located in Washington Township, near Nashville, a place then of considerable
note here he engaged in milling, which he continued eight or ten years he then
disposed of his mill property and purchased what was known as the John Clapp
farm, near the same place, and engaged in farming after controlling this for four
years, he sold out and bought the Chenoweth farm, in the same township, joining the Indiana line, five miles south of Union City
here he continued till his
death, which occurred in 1871
his wife survived him till 1879, when death's messenger summoned her to join him. Our subject was raised upon a farm, the summers of his early life being spent in its duties, and his winter months devoted to
the acquisition of knowledge in the common schools
he remained at home till
the year 1869, when he purchased the flonring-mill at Palestine, which he has sincebeen successfully managing he has in the mean time bought and sold grain to
some extent; has never been a political aspirant, but in 1878 he was elected to
the office of Justice of the Peace, the duties of which he still continues to dis;
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charge with commendable zeal, and satisfaction to his constituents. He has been
married twice his first marriage he celebrated with Miss Sarah Skidmore. a native of this county, in 1869
one child, now deceased, was born his second marriage was consummated in 1872, with Miss Rebecca Musselman, a native of this
county three children are the fruits of this second union Benjamin F.. Capitola.
Henry Edmund. Mr. and Mrs. McClure are both consistent members of the Disciples Church of Palestine.
WILLIAM H. McCOUN, farmer P. 0. German Mr. McCoun is the son of
James McCoun. and was born in Rush County. Intl.. Jan. 16, 1833 his father is a
native of Virginia, and emigrated to Indiana with his parents in 1819 in September,
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1852, he disposed of his property in Indiana, which consisted of 160 acres of land,

and emigrated to Ohio, locating in the " settlement " in German Township; here
he purchased f)(i2 acres, and is still living at the ripe age of 82 years, looking as
though his fourscore and two years had dealt gently with him. The early life of
our subject was that of a farmer his winter months were devoted to the acquisition of knowledge, and so well did he improve his time that he was early qualified
;

this occupation he followed chiefly for twenty
for the profession of teaching
He is a zealous advocate of the principles of the Republican
years, with success.
party, and is one who assisted in crushing out the late rebellion and with it forever
;

he was a member of the 45th Penn. C. T., and
the cursed institution of slavery
participated in the battles of Hatcher's Run, Petersburg, Richmond, etc., and was
present at the surrender of General Lee from thence they were sent into Texas,
where he was honorably discharged with his regiment from there he returned
home, and has since been variously engaged in farming, teaching, brickmaking,
He is no political aspirant, but has been elected to the office of
contracting, etc.
Justice of the Peace, and is now serving on his last year of a three-years' term
he has discharged the duties of his office with the same marked zeal and ficlelity
he also holds a trusteeship in the Union Literary
characteristic of his whole life
he is a strong advocate of
Institution, and is fund commissioner of the same
temperance, and both by precept and example opposes the evil of intemperance.
His marriage with Miss Margaret Mason was celebrated Dec. 29, 1855 she was
born in this county in 1835 nine children have been born to them, to wit Laura
her life, though short, was complete she was a schoolB., deceased Oct. 8, 1879
teacher by occupation, at which she had been engaged from the age of 14 up to
Alice A., now teaching at Seymour, Ind., a position Laura B. filled
her death
William B. C, Essie J., Sidney R., Augustus L. deceased
previous to her death
Julian Grant, Houston Colfax and Florence V. Mr. and Mrs.
in infancy
McCoun take a great interest in the cause of religion, both being identified with
religious denominations, he with the Christian and she with the Methodist Epis;

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

copal Church.

GEORGE MILLER

farmer P. 0. German. Mr. Miller is another of the
early settlers and prominent citizens of German Township he is a native of Pennsylvania, born in York Co. in 1816 he descended from the Teutonic stock, and is the son
of George Miller, Sr., who was also a native of Pennsylvania Mr. Miller, Sr., was a farmer by occupation, and engaged to some extent in the manufacture of linseed oil. He
united in marriage with Miss Petry, who is also a native of Pennsylvania she is still
living in the enjo3'ment of good health in Preble Co., at the ripe old age of 90 years.
Mr. Miller, Sr., died in Pennsylvania, when our subject was only 9 years old the sub;

;

;

;

;

;

;

memoir emigrated to Ohio when 16 j'ears of age, and located first in
Preble Co. he was reared on a farm, and as this country was comparatively new
when he came to it he was early inured to the hardships and privations of frontier
life
he remained at home assisting in the duties of the farm till he grew up to

ject of this

;

;

his educational advantages were necessarily limited, as the life of
however, what opporis one of constant exertion for subsistence
in 1839. he moved to Gertunities offered in this direction were well improved

mature years

;

the early settler

;

;

man Township and

located on a piece of land owned by John Warner, land which
he subsequently purchased and still owns here he embarked on the "course of
life" on his own account.
He now has his third wife his first marriage was consummated with Miss Warner in 183!) death bereft him of this companion in 1842
two children were born, both dying in infancy; he celebrated his second marriage with
Miss Boomershine, in 1845 in 1858 he was called upon to mourn her loss she died,
leaving six children, one of whom has since died he was married for the third time, to
.Miss Bolinger, in 1859
ten children were the fruits of the last union, nine of whom
are still living. It will be noticed by the above that the messenger of death has made
many and frequent visits to this father, taking from him two affectionate wives and
four children. Mr. Miller is one of the self-made men of this county; beginning here
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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nearly half a century ago almost entirely in the woods, with scarcely nothing but a
strong con stitution, well-acquired habits of industry and economy, and an unyielding
determination, he has struggled up through many difficulties to take a place among the
foremost farmers of the county he has added to his small beginning by unflagging perseverance, till he now has a farm of 293 acres, well improved and under
he has taken a great interest in the cause of religion, being
excellent cultivation
a member of the German Baptist Church upward of twenty years.
This gentleman was born March 1.
I. D. PARENT, farmer; P. 0., German.
1830, on the place where he now resides he is a descendant of one of the early
pioneers of this county, Samuel Parent, Sr. he was a native of New Jersey, and
emigrated to Ohio in 1814 or 1815 and settled on a farm near Franklin, Butler
at the end of three years, he came to this county and settled on the farm
Co.
where our subject now lives, in Sec. 13 here he passed the remnant of his days
his family constituted one of the first in the township, and not an acre of his farm.
was reduced to the uses of civilization when he moved on it the excellent turnpike which now crosses the farm was then only an Indian trail, and the " feeblesons of the bow and arrow " still lingered about a pioneer life, with all the pribut, nothing daunted, he
vations and hardships incident to it, was before him
launched out, and by his indomitable will and energy soon carved for himself and
He
for future generations a beautiful home and farm out of the dense wilderness.
was united" in marriage to Miss Hackey before coming to Ohio, and was the father
of eleven children, two of whom died in infancy nine grew up to mature years.,
and five are still living the sketches of three of these appear in this work. The
death of Mrs. Parent occurred in 1861. and that of Mr. P. one year later, in 1862.
Our subject's life has been that of a farmer he assisted his father on the farm
Friar
till he was 22 years of age, at which time he was married to Miss Lucinda
he immediately moved on an adjoining farm, where he remained three years, when
he returned to the homestead, which he purchased, and took care of his parents,
one child has been born to Mr. and Mrs. P. Leander H., born
till their death
September, 1857. By the appearance of Mr. Parent's buildings and the condition
of his farm, he would be and is counted one of the thrifty, enterprising farmers of
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;.

—

;

German Township.

SAMUEL PARENT,

farmer P. 0. German. Mr. Parent is another of the
and prominent citizens of German Township he was born Oct. 23he is the son of Samuel
1818, about one mile east of the present site of Palestine
Our subject
Parent, Sr., whose biography is given under I. D. Parent's sketch.
was raised a farmer, which has been his life occupation; he remained under the
;

early settlers

;

;

his early education, as concerned books, was
parental roof till his majority
about what the pioneer boys usually received. At the age of 21, he commenced life on his own account he then moved on the farm, where he now
resides, which he has placed under the best of modern improvements by his industry
and good management. Mr. Parent was married to Miss Mary Coble in 1840
she was a descendant of early pioneers of this county, and a native of German
Township. Mrs. Parent departed this life Aug. 20, 1879 she was a noble, Christian woman, an affectionate wife, a loving mother, and a useful citizen, and died
lamented by all who knew her. Nine children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.
Parent, five of whom have been called to " that undiscovered country from whose
bourn no traveler returns." Much mental anguish has fallen to the lot of MrParent to endure six different times has the messenger of death knocked at his
door and claimed a victim, having robbed him of a loving wife and five children.
Mr. Parent has a benevolent heart, as his many acts of charity and humanity bear
testimony he is an active member of the Christian (New Light) Church, and his
;

;

:

;

;

;

life is

an exemplary one.

PUTMAN

attorney: P. O. German we herewith present
COLONEL DAVID
a sketch of Col. David Putman, whose portrait appears in this work, who is another of
the early pioneers of this county he was born Aug. 4, 8121, on the present site of
;

,

;
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Madison, within the stockade, which formerly constituted old Fort Black
David Gray emigrated to
his maternal grandfather
of Scotch descent
America in 1S02 from Tyrone Co., Ireland, whither his immediate ancestors had
been driven from Scotland by the Catholic persecution he settled first in Shephardstown, Md., from which he emigrated in 1817 to Ohio, locating one mile west
of the present place of New Madison, then known as Ft. Black here he remained
he was one of the first settlers of the
until his death, which occurred in 1822
county, and had for his only neighbors a family of the Rushes, of whom some of
Our subject is
the more remote descendants are still living in the same locality.
the son of Ernestus Putman, a direct descendant of John Putnam, who came over
Here we mention the two different manners interchanging
in the Mayflower.
and n of spelling the name, a diversity which still continues in the family
the
and which most probably arose from the early association of the family with the
Low Dutch. His paternal grandfather was a soldier in the Revolutionary War,
and took an active part for a period of seven years and eight months in that great strugErnestus Putman was born in 1776, soon after his father entered
gle for freedom.
the service a brother of our subject's paternal grandfather was also a soldier in
the Revolutionary war, and was sent south with Green's Division after the close
of the war, he located in South Carolina and raised a family during our late civil
war, our subject accidentally met a rebel prisoner at Camp Chase who was captured
and learning his rank Captain and name, upon inquiry he
at Fort Donelson
found him to be a grandson of his paternal grand-uncle early in the present century, Ernestus Putman celebrated his first marriage, and in 1809 moved to Madiwhile here, he
son, Ind.
here he erected the third log cabin built in the place
was called to mourn the loss of his wife, who died leaving an infant son this son
now resides in Richmond, Ind. Mr. E, Putman remained here till 1811, when he
went to Harper's Ferry, and entered the Government employ as a gunsmith he
remained at this till the close of the war of 1812, and then went to Washington
City.
We should mention here, that, while at Harper's Ferry, he celebrated his second marriage while at Washington, he was allotted the contract for the iron work
of the Capitol and White House, which were then rebuilding in 1819, he with
his family, emigrated to this count}', purchasing and settling on the land on which
New Madison has since been built it was then known as Fort Black on coming
to the above place, he brought with him a stock of goods and opened a store, combining with it the gunsmith trade, which was at that time a very lucrative business in 1831, he laid out the present town of New Madison, and the same year constructed the first flouring mill in the southern part of the county, locating it near
Weaver's Station, where the present mill, known as Otwell's, stands in 1842, he
retired from active business, having been for a number of years an eminently suche still remained at his old home in New Madison, until a few
cessful merchant
curs before his death, when he ceased housekeeping, and, with his wife, went to
Winchester, Ind., where they spent the remnant of their days with their eldest
daughter.
He departed this life, in October. lS(>r>, surviving his devoted wife nearly
two years, she having died in February, 1864. Thus two more of the early pioneers passed peacefully away, their Life's work ended, their duties done, leaving a
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;
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family of loving children to

mourn

their departure,

and revere

their

memory.

As

interest which Mr. Putman took in Christianity, we mention that in
1847, he built on his own ground, and at his own expense with the exception of
$80 the Presbyterian Church at New Madison this church, after he left the

showing the

—

—

;

A
became disorganized, and the house was no longer occupied by them.
few years ago, the heirs of Mr. Putman, after discovering that the original deed.
executed by their father in favor of the Presbyterian Church, was not to be
found, and that the property was at their disposal, gratuitously turned it
over to the German Reformed Church, giving it a quit-claim deed for the same.
Mr. and Mrs. Putman were the parents of nine children, six of whom are still livJane
ing, and all of whom grew up to mature years
their names are as follows
place,

;

:
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Edward Edger, and now residing in Winchester, Ind.;
born January, 1818, now living in Denison, Tex.; Elizabeth S., born
October, 1819, married Dr. Rufus Gillpatrick, lately deceased Col. D., our subMary I, born 1824, married to Dr. Charles Jaqua Ernestus J., born 1826,
ject
now of Colorado Springs, Colo.; Thomas C, born 1828, and deceased in his 21st
year James, born 1830, now residing in Burlington, Iowa Nancy C, born 1833,
married to Gen. J. G. Blunt, and now residing at Leavenworth, Kan.; Mr. P. was
a member of the F. & A. M. Our subject, at a very early age, was sent to Eaton,
Ohio, to school, being placed under the instruction of Col. George D. Hendricks,
and remained there about six months, this being his first school outside his paternal roof; at the age of 13, he was placed in the flouring-mill lately built by his
then he was placed in his
father, and there remained for a period of two years
The age of 13 closed his school days. He has a
father's store in New Madison.
vivid recollection of going, with his father, when quite a snlall boy, about one mile
east of New Madison, where, with the assistance of some of the neighbors, they
erected a log schoolhouse, the house being completed in one day, with furniture
thus was planted the germ
thereto, the furniture being manufactured on the spot
of our present efficient and invaluable school system. Shortly after our subject
left the mill, and while in the store, Col. Hendricks, his former instructor, called at
his father's, and, while at the supper-table, remarked that he was then organizing a
surveying party to go to Texas, just then recognized as an independent State, and
jocosely asked Mrs. Putman if David could accompany him to this she promised
an answer next morning, which was rendered in the affirmative, and she at once
Dr. Gillpatrick, who had lately located
set about to prepare him for his journe}*.
in New Madison, from Maine, undertook to instruct our subject in practical surveying prior to his setting out on the expedition. On Christmas Day, 1836, Col.
Hendricks, with a party of nine, left Eaton, Ohio, for Texas, our subject being the
youngest of the number they performed almost the entire journey to Cincinnati,
Ohio, on foot, accompanying the teams of Mr. Putman, the father of our subject,
which were loaded with butter, lard and pork, and were about four days on the
way on the last day of the year, they embarked at Cincinnati, on the steamer
George Washington, en route to New Orleans on the next day, just before passingLouisville, the}* met the steamer on which Santa Anna was a passenger, on his
way to Washington City they were about two weeks on their way to New Orleans,
their progress having been much impeded in the early part of the journey by floating ice. The Colonel relates an incident which occurred on the way down,
Wishing to practice economy, their party took lower-deck pasas follows
sage, and among their number was one Parks, an excellent violinist and vocalist, who sang and played "Bill}' Barlow," much to the gratification of the
this so attracted the paspassengers, who listened to it for the first time
sengers in the cabin that they made him up a purse of $25, and, after
putting somewhat of an aristocratic finish on him, invited him up to the cabin
As young as our
to amuse them with his songs and plays the balance of the trip.
subject was, he was intrusted by his father with a quantity of lard, butter and pork,
to take to New Orleans, to be disposed of to the best advantage he made a satisfactory disposal of it to the firm of James Landis & Co., and left the proceeds
Here four of the company left them, the rest
thereof on deposit till his return.
immediately embarking on the sail-vessel. William C. Byrant for Texas the party
then consisted of the following persons, to wit Col. George G. Hendricks, Lot
Lee (who afterward became Sheriff of Preble County, and distinguished himself
They
in the Mexican war), John Fall. William Maroney and our subject.
sailed out of New Orleans on a rough sea which had just been severely disturbed
by a violent storm this was rather a severe initiation to sea-life for their party, as
after a period of eight
it soon produced the unpleasant sensation of seasickness
days, they landed at Marion, the river station of Columbia, the capital of the
State this was on the Brazos River they there learned that the land office was
G.,
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not open, and that there was no employment to be had in surveying thus disappointed, they concluded to go into camp in the outskirts of Columbia.
Col. Hendricks, not obtaining work as expected, pushed on to San Antonio, leaving the
remaining part of the company in camp. At this time, there was a large influx of
emigrants to the State, and a great demand for carpenters sprung up. This Lot
Lee, who was a carpenter by profession, availed himself of, took contracts and employed Maroney and Fall to assist him this proved very remunerative, as the
demand for such labor was large and supply meager. Our subject performed the
part of cook for the company, receiving for it his board and $1 per day
in addition to this, he served as clerk in the grocery store of Capt. Ives, late of Texan
War, for which he received $2 per day while here, he made the acquaintance of
Samuel Houston, President of the Republic. After remaining here about three
months. Fall, Maroney and our subject determined to return home, and concluded
to foot it across the State to Red River; before the time for their departure
arrived. Fall abandoned the pedestrian tour which the}' had planned, and took sail
this, however, did not defeat the resolution of the other two.
for New Orleans
On the 24th day of March, 1837, they called at the office of the Secretary of State,
and obtained a passport, which is now before the writer, and which was given under
the hand of J. Pinckney Henderson, Secretaiy of State, at the town of Columbia,
After disposing of the surplus articles on hand, and
the 24th day of March, 1837.
packing their knapsacks, they sallied forth on their journey, on the morning of the
27th of March on the evening of the first day, finding themselves on the bank of
Cow Creek, unable to cross, they spread down their overcoats, and, using their
knapsacks for pillows, lay down and slept soundly and undisturbed till morning.
Early next da} they stopped at a farmhouse, which proved to be the home of Dr.
Parrott, formerly of Ohio, who was much delighted to see the boys, and minister
unto them in such a manner as to give a new impetus to their journey. After
fourteen daj's' traveling, they arrived at Natchitoches, having crossed the famous
Gaines' Ferry, on Sabine River, the land route into Texas
they took a steamer at
Natchitoches, for New Orleans.
Here our subject invested the proceeds of the
g< x ids previously stored there, in molasses, sugar and coffee for his father's store.
This investment exhibited great business sagacity, as it proved to be a very profitFrom here they took steamer direct to Cincinal >le expenditure for his father.
nati, from which place they transferred the goods, by canal, to Hamilton, Ohio.
taking packet themselves for same place next day, they walked to Eaton, Ohio,
where our subject remained one day with his uncle and his companion
Maroney on the subsequent day he walked home, a distance of eighteen
miles
thus ended the first eventful period of his life. We narrate thus fully
ihis journey as being remarkable for one of such young years to
venture.
In about three months after arriving at home, he was employed as clerk in the
dry-goods store of D. W. Skidmore, of Hamilton, Ohio; in the following spring,
his father and uncle established a new store in New Madison, and gave him charge
of it as clerk his uncle died in the fall of 1839, leaving the store entirely in his
charge up to 1842 his father retired from active business in the spring of 1812.
leaving him and his brother in charge of the two stores, which they consolidated
and jointly managed. On the 15th of the following November, he celebrated his
nuptials witli Miss Sarah Mills, daughter of Col. Mark T. Mills, and grand-daughter
of Col. daiucs Mills
the latter gentleman was one of the early pioneers of this
county, coming here in 181 »i and settling on land two miles north of New Madison he was a native of New Jersey, and emigrated to Hamilton, Butler Co., Ohio,
in 1798, an* was one of the first settlers in the county, and Colonel of the 1st Ohio
.Militia, 3d Detachment, in the war of 1812
he left Hamilton, Ohio, Feb. 5, 1813,
in command of the 1st 0. M.. and marched to Dayton; from there to Piqua,
Loramie, St. Mary's, and finally, April 7, was ordered to Ft. Meigs, where his
regiment remained on guard duty till discharged from service.
We find the following entry in his regimental book:
;
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GENERAL ORDERS.
with a portion of his command, having honorably served out the
period for which they were called into the service of their country, are hereby discharged and permitted to return to their respective homes. Events not within the
control of the present Commander-in-chief of this army, or of our Government,
have rendered it necessary that the militia of Western States should compose a
Ohio stands conspicuous for the great
considerable portion of the Northwest army.
zeal and promptness with which her citizens have yielded the comforts of private
In the return of this detachment
life for the toils and privations of the camp.
of Ohio troops to their families and homes, it is due to Ohio and her sons to record their honorable service.
" Col. Mills,

" To Col. Mills and his staff, and his respective commissioned and non-commissioned officers and privates, whose term of service has expired, and to whose
promptness in the discharge of every duty he has been an e}r e-witness, the Commanding General gives his sincere thanks.
" By command of
Gen. Greene Clay."

he died of
Col. J. Mills served in both branches of the Ohio Legislature
cholera in 1833, at Ft. Jefferson, and is buried on the land he first settled his
Col. Mark
wife was a physician of much note in the early histoiy of this county.
T. Mills, son of the former, was one of the early Sheriffs of this county, and while
serving his second term wT as elected a member of the Legislature he was continued a member of this body for four or five years by the suffrage of the people.
He was married to Miss Lydia Burdge, March 29, 1821, who still survives him, he
she is the wife of Henry Hutton, one of the early
having died in March, 1843
Our subject continued business in New Madison
pioneers of Butler Township.
till June, 1815, when he sold out his interest in the store to his brother, purchased
a stock of goods and residence in Palestine, where he moved and commenced bushere he engaged with success for three years in dry goods, grain
iness next day
and pork in 1848, he suffered a heavy financial loss in the pork business, this
being a disastrous year to pork merchants he then exchanged his stock of goods
for a farm in Preble Co., Ohio, and lived on it two years, when he disposed of it,
discharged all his financial obligations, and returned to Palestine in the two succeeding years, engaged in the insurance business, and then was proprietor of a
after the act of Congress granting land-warrants to the soldiers
hotel for one year
of the war of 1812, he turned his attention to this business in the fall of 1855,
in
he, with his wife, went to Iowa and remained there till the following spring
the mean time, he entered about 1,000 acres of land with the land-warrants which
he had purchased, traveling over the State extensively he returned to Palestine
in the spring and engaged in the groceiy business, which he continued till the
in the mean time, he disposed of
spring of 1861, when he closed out his stock
Soon after the comhis Iowa lands and invested in real estate in this county.
mencement of the civil war, being an ardent supporter of Lincoln, he offered
his services in defense of his country, and, on the 10th of October, 1861, was
mustered into the United States Army he was commissioned as Second LieutenOn the
ant of the 69th 0. V. I., with authority to recruit a company.
last day of the month, he reported to Col. Campbell, at Hamilton, Ohio, with
thirty-one men
on the next day, he returned in company with Col. Campbell to
this county, to recruit more men for the company on the 19th of December, having
completed the enlistment of the company, he was elected to office of Captain they
remained at Hamilton till the 19th of February, when the regiment was ordered to
Camp Chase (the 1st of March, Gen. Buckner, with entire staff of officers, was
brought to camp as prisoner, from Ft. Donelson) his regiment remained here
on guard duty till the 19th of April, when they received orders to report at once
they arrived there on the 22d of April, and were shortly put
to Nashville, Tenn.
in charge of the railroad from Nashville to Columbia, where they remained till
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June 8 they then accompanied an expedition under Gen. Dumont to Pikeville, by way of Nashville, Murfreesboro, McMinnville, and over the Cumberland
.Mountains
returning to Nashville, Col. Campbell was appointed Provost
Marshal, and the regiment detained as Provost Guard of that city. About this time,
the rebel General, .Morgan, made a raid upon Gallatin, capturing Col. Boone with
4th Kentucky; the 69th 0. V. I., 11th Michigan and section of a battery,
attacked Gen. Morgan and drove him out, the 69th losing one man killed
the first killed of the regiment.
When Gen. Bragg made his flank movement on Louisville, the 69th was left to guard the city of Nashville, which, owing
to the scarcity of troops, was regarded as rather perilous
while here, our subject
was detailed as member of general court-martial, and remained on this duty 100
days from this he was relieved on the 26th of December, and joined his regiment
;

;

;

;

on its way to Murfreesboro the regiment participated in mostof the
hard fighting which immediately followed at that place. On the morning of the
31st of December, Col. Cassilly, having succeeded Col. Campbell in command, was
dismissed for unbecoming conduct, when the regiment was left for a time without
a commander, in the midst of a hard fight, which soon reduced it to confusion and
disorder.
Our subject being ranking Captain of the regiment on the field, distinguished himself by taking command of the regiment, and bringing it into line
again, which position they held, till ordered to fall back by Gen. Negley— the
regiment suffered severely in killed and wounded during the day on next day
they were not engaged, but on the 2d of January they took part in the brilliant
charge across Stone River, our subject commanding the left wing of the regiment
this was a desperate charge, and, with some slight" skirmishing, closed the battle.
The 69th had the honor of capturing the famous Washington Battery of New
Orleans, the finest in the army
(Sergt. Wilson, of our subject's company, deserves
meritorious notice for his bravery in this charge
being disabled in the left arm.
he was using a breech loading carbine, and with it succeeded in capturing a regimental flag of the Nashville Regiment, while crossing the river.) From exposure
previous to and during this battle, our subject, after wading the river waist-deep,
which was floating with ice, fell prostrate to the ground, and was carried to a
house near by he remained here till the 10th of January, having been prostrated
on the 5th, and then was taken to Nashville, remained here till the 6th of February,
and then went to Murfreesboro, where he remained till the 20th of June, with the
exception of thirty days, which time he spent at home on furlough. On the 20th,
the army was examined, and all who were unfit for active duty were placed in the
invalid corps our subject, being examined, was reported unfit for active duty,
and was offered the command of Ft. Thomas, but, his health being poor, he thought
best to resign and return home his resignation was accepted on the 21st of June,
1863, and, after some delay, arrived home July 12.
On the 24th of July, a company of O. N. G. was organized in Palestine, and our subject elected Captain
in the following August, the 28th O. N. G. was organized, and he was elected
Colonel;
he took an active part in the Brough-Vallandigham campaign.
and also assisted Col. Browne in the recruiting service. May 2, 1864. the O. N. G.
were called out. by order of the Governor, and, although his health was still much
impaired, his unflagging interest for his county led him to take his place as Colonel
of the 28th O. N. G. after arriving at CampDennison, their ten companies were
consolidated into eight, and two were assigned them from Springfield
they were
then organized into the I52d >. X. G.. and, on the 12th of May, they were sent
to New Creek. W. Va., and from there, on the 30th. to Marthisburg
they left
there on the -1th of .June, with a supply-train of 20!) wagons, and orders to reach
en. Hunter, who was then somewhere in the Shenandoah
Valley, at all hazards they
were joined by five companies of 161st O. N. G., 2d Md., and sixty men of 15th N. Y.
Cavalry, all under the command of our subject they overtook the rear of Hunter's
army <>n the 10th, at Staunton, and his army next day at Lexington here, under
Hunter's command, the famous mills and military institutions of Lexington were
at Nolinsville,
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was found a statue of George Washing1788, which was turned over to our subject with special
instructions to deliver it to the Governor of West Virginia, at Wheeling
these
instructions he carried out the}' continued with Hunter's army till the 17th, when
Gen. Hunter turned his prisoners, sick and wounded, and 200 wagons, over to theColonel and ordered him to u get out " they marched in advance of Hunter's
retreating army, arriving at Beverly on the 27th, being under fire more or less every
day arrived at Cumberland, Md., the 2d of Jul}', and remained there till the 25th
of August, participating in several skirmishes in the vicinity they were then ordered
to Camp Dennison where they were mustered out of service on the 2d of September, and on the 5th received their pa} and final discharge.
After returning home
the regiment resumed its old name, of 28th 0. N. G., and our subject continued its
Colonel till the close of the war he received three honorable discharges from the
United States service, one from the 69th 0. V. I., 1 52d 0. N. G., and 28th O.
Immediately after the close of the war, he engaged in the study of law
N. G.
under the direction of A. 11. Calderwood of Greenville, and was admitted to practice at the May term of the District Court of Ohio. 1866 since then he has been
engaged in the practice of law, giving his attention for several years particularly
to the collection of soldiers' pensions. He was elected to the office of Justice of the
Peace in 1870 and served a term of three years he is a member of the F. and A. M. Lodge
Mr. and Mrs. Putman, have no children of their own, but have
of New Madison.
raised from infancy a cousin's child, by the name of M. P. Simison
his paternal
grandfather was the first white settler at Ft. Recovery, then a part of Darke Co.,
and one of his aunts was the first settler of Jay Co., Hid.; he is now engaged in the
drug business at Palestine, and is one of the promising young business men of the
destroyed by

fire

;

at the latter institution

ton, life size, erected in
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place.

ELIAS ROSS, farmer; P. O. German. We herewith present the sketch of
another of the earl}' pioneers of this township in the name of Elias Ross he was
born in Pickaway Co., Ohio, Feb. 20, 1811 he is the son of Henry Ross, who was
a native of Virginia early in his youth, he left his parental roof and embarked on
the sea of life without guide or counselor he soon found his way to Pickaway
Co., Ohio, where he entered into the occupation of farming after dwelling here for
a short time he moved to Big Darby Creek, Franklin Co.; from there he came
direct to this township and located on land in northwest part of Sec. 24 this was
in October, 1817, and his family constituted one of the first in the township; nothing but a vast wilderness greeted him on every hand, not even a log cabin could
be found to house his family in when he landed here in lieu of this he was obliged
to improvise a temporary shed, which served as a very imperfect shelter until he
could erect a more si?bstantial domicile this he set about at once to do gathering
together what few settlers were to be found in the vicinity, the}' erected a " pioneer's home," the log cabin, completing the structure ready for use in one day, the
before they got their cabin built, the
first house built in one day in the township
weather became very rigorous, snow falling to the depth of several inches, which
produced no little suffering to the family in their temporary shed the cabin
erected and the family comfortably housed, the next thing to be done was to clear
the land of its forests, preparatory to cultivation
to have some land ready by
spring, it was necessary to work through the winter, which was an unusually
severe one this Mr. Ross did faithfully the whole winter through, although with
much exposure thus began the sturdy pioneer, and, although these and many other
difficulties confronted him, his indefatigable will conquered them all.
Mr. Ross
assisted in the erection of the first church built in the county.
It was located in
Washington Township on Sec. 36, and was built in 1819; it was a Methodist
Church and is still (1880) standing, a relic of pioneer days, though not now usedMr. Ross was the father of twelve children, one of whom met with a fatal accident
at the age of 14, by a falling tree the rest grew up to mature years and ten are
still living; he was a local minister of the M. E. Church and for almost a lifetime
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preached the Gospel and endeavored to tarn the erring ones from their way he
his wife had preceded
lived to a ripe old age, his death occurring August, 1865
him to her final rest. Our subject was only (i years old when he came to this
township with his parents; pioneers :is they were, he grew up inured to the privations and hardships incident to such a life he knows what hard work is, and what
under difficulties " means; he remained at home contributing his labor to
living
the subsistence of the family and clearing of the farm till he was of age at this
age,fhe entered the course of life on his own account he first hired to David Puterbaugh for six months as a farm laborer for the subsequent two years he was employed
by Hezekiah Veitz, of Neave Township the first one and one-half months he received
$8 per month for the next four and one-half months he got $6 per month for the
next 3 ear he received $100 at the end of eighteen months, he found that he had lost
only one day. For the next three months, he received $10 per month.
At the end
of this time, September 4, 1834, he celebrated his first marriage with Miss Lucy
Chapman. He was only permitted to live with her sixteen years and two days.
when death claimed her as his victim, September 6, 1850. After his marriage he
moved on the place where he now lives, having previously purchased and erected
a cabin on it. In this he set out on the course of life with his companion. His
first household furniture he manufactured himself with an ax and auger.
Wishing
to go into the manufacture of maple sugar, he pui'chased an auger on credit, with
which to tap the trees, and paid for it b}* an entire uight's work over his kettles,
making sugar. This illustrates the extreme poverty of the early pioneers. In
front of Mr. Ross' house stands an apple orchard of twenty-two trees, thrifty and
productive, which he planted with his own hands, forty-five years ago.
He was
united in marriage the second time, October 16, 1851, to Mrs. Rebecca Furrow.
Seven children were the fruits of the first union, three of whom are deceased, and
six of the second union, three of whom are also deceased.
He has been a consistent member of the U. B. Church for more than half a century, and lives
an exemplary life. His first wife was also a member, and died in the triumphs
of her faith. His present wife is also a faithful member of the same church.
ISAAC M. ROSS, farmer P. 0. German. Ohio. Mr. Ross is one of the
promising young farmers of German Township he was born on the place where
he now resides, in 1841 his early life was that of a farmer-boy, his summers
being given to farm duties, and his winter months spent in the common school
in the summer of 1861, he gave his services for the preservation of the Union,
enlisting in the 44th 0„ V. I.; he remained in this service until the close of the
war, and participated in the following hard-fought battles, besides numerous skirmishes
Lewisburg, Va., under command of Gen. Crook Chariest* >wn. W. Va.;
surrender of Cumberland Gap, where 1,400 regulars, with about as many militia,
accomplished the remarkable feat of capturing 2,600 rebels he next participated
in the thirty days' siege of Knoxville, Term., and then at the battle of Rutledge
at Strawberry Plains, Tenn., he re-enlisted, and was transferred to the 8th O. V.
C, under Hunter's command he w as then in Hunter's campaign in the Shenandoah participated in the two days' fight at Lynchburg, the 17 th and 18th of June,
1864.
This regiment covered Hunter's retreat from Lynchburg to Liberty, at
which place they were used as a "forlorn hope for Hunter's army.'' In this campaign his regiment suffered severely, leaving about one-fourth of their men on the
field of battle, and the rest, with the exception of about fifty, being wounded
more or less severely. He received two slight wounds, one In the face and one in
the head retreated to Beverly, where they remained during the winter, participating in a severe engagement on the 29th of November on the 11th of January
his brigade was captured, he being taken and retaken five times dining the conflict, and finally escaping: he scouted around in West Virginia until August. L865,
when he was honorably discharged with his regiment, having served over four
he returned to his present place, where he has since been successfully
years
engaged in farming he has a fine farm, well improved, and everything indicates
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and industry. He celebrated his marriage March, 1867, with Miss Ida
Peden, of Hollandsburg. Mr. and Mrs. Ross are the parents of two children a^ed
8 and 10, respectively.
P. 0. German.
A. B. RUSH, physician
Dr. Rush descended from a distinguished family of early pioneers in this country was born in Harrison Township,
his paternal ancestors were German, and his
on the 19th of January, 1842
His father, John R., was born in Bath Co., Va., near Hot
maternal, English.
his paternal grandfather, Dr. John Rush, was also
Springs, the 3d of June, 1798
a native of Virginia, and a near relative of the celebrated Dr. Benjamin Rush
under whom he received his first medical instructions, and to whose valuable
Dr. Rush emigrated to Ohio on or about the year 1800.
library he had access.
and settled in Pickaway Co., on Big Darby Creek, where he followed successfullv
in 1816, he came to this county and located in Harrison Township.
his profession
just west of the present site of New Madison
an injury received from a fallino
limb, soon after coming here, prevented the discharge of his professional duties
ever after his first wife deceased in Pickaway Co.; he was married to his second
John R., father of our subject, was 18 years old when he
wife after coming here.
came to this county, and knew what pioneer life was his early life was that of a
he was united in marriage, April 13 1824 to
'prentice boy, passed upon the farm
Miss Elizabeth W. Hill she was born in York District, South Carolina, November,
1788 she emigrated to the count}r with her parents in 1817 Mr. Rush's life was
spent upon a farm his death occurred the 28th of January, 1863 his devoted
thus we chronicle the departure of two more
wife survived him till April 4, 1871
of the advance couriers of civilization, who pioneered their way into the untrodden
wilds of this country, near the beginning of the present century.
Dr. Rush, our
his early education was somewhat limited,
subject, passed his early life on a farm
but later he devoted himself assiduously to the acquisition of knowledge, oivincr
his attention chiefly to the study of medicine
he quite soon in life became proficient in this department of knowledge and entered upon the duties of his
profession in the year 1878 he graduated from the Eclectic Medical Institute of
Cincinnati
he located where he now resides in 1871, and by careful attention to
business has a lai'ge and lucrative practice his marriage with Miss Smelker was
celebrated Dec. 7, 1866 she is a daughter of Jacob H. and Christina Smelker.
both natives of Germany Jacob H. Smelker was born in Eppingen, State of Baden
Germany, Aug, 9, 1800 he emigrated to America in 1819, leaving Germany the
13th of May, and landing in Baltimore, Md., the 1st da}r of the following August
on arriving in Baltimore, he found himself in possession of 5 cents in Low Dutch
money, and no demand for labor in his line of work his penury would not permit him to waste much time in search of emploj-ment, so he took at once to the
country and engaged himself to George Fank, a farmer, as a farm laborer at the
end of one year, he found his way to Fredericksburg, where he halted for a period
of three years, engaging, in the meantime, with various parties as a farm laborer
his marriage with Miss Christina Denner was celebi-ated at this latter place
he
soon took up his journey westward, landing in Cincinnati May 21, 1824, from
where he plied his way direct to Germantown, Montgomery Co. from there he
moved on a farm just south of Louisburg, Preble Co.; after some years, he moved
to this township and has resided here since
Mrs. Smelker's decease occurred the
15th clay of February, 1850
fourteen children, forty grandchildren and ten
great-grandchildren have been born to them
his children are as follows
Born
in Preble Co., George, July 17, 1824
Jacob, July 20, 1825 Sophia, April 22
1827 William, Sept. 14, 1828 Eli, Jan. 9. 1830 John. Jan. 15. 1831
Henry',
Jan. 21, 1832
David, Nov. 21, 1834
born in Darke Co., Daniel, Sept. 11. 1836
Elizabeth, Aug. 22, 1841
Sarah, April 13, 1838
Catherine, May 10, 1844
Anna!
Feb. 14, 1846 one deceased in Infancy; Dr. and Mrs. Rush are the parents of
thrift
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C. C.
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native of Indiana, and was born October, 1843, near Brookville
he is a son of
Ephraiin S., who emigrated to Indiana in 1840 here he remained till his death,
which occurred in 1854 his wife still survives him, and is in the enjoyment of
good health. Our subject's early life was spent on a farm, his summer months
devoted to the duties of farm life, and his winter months to the acquisition of
knowledge in the common school he thus obtained a good common-school educain the spring of 1861, having accumulated, by his industry and economy,
tion
some money, he entered Liber College, Indiana, as a student after spending
about three months at this place, he returned home, and volunteered his services
for the defense of his country.
On the 25th of July, he enlisted in the 19th I. V. I.
;

;

;

;

;

;

at Richmond, Ind., Col. Solomon Meredith commandant, and on the 29th was mustered into service at Indianapolis
the regiment was soon ordered to Washington,
D. O, where it remained till the following spring, engaged in guard duty, constructing
forts, etc.
the spring and summer of 1862 were spent between Washington and
Richmond, under command of Gen. McDowell in the fall, he participated in Pope's
campaign, which terminated in the second Bull Run battle the regiment was now
transferred to the command of Gen. McClellan, and engaged in the hard-fought battles
of South Mountain and Antietam
the next battle he participated in was at
;

;

;

;

;

Fredericksburg, Va., Gen. Burnside, commander at the beginning of this engagement, his regiment made a brilliant and successful charge in open position across
the Rappahannock to dislodge the enemies on the opposite side dating from this
he was promoted to Sergeant's rank
he next participated in the hard-fought
battle of Chancellorsville, under command of Gen. Joseph Hooker on the 1st of
July, 1863, he was engaged in the decisive battle of Gettysburg, Penn., and while
at his post of duty was severely wounded in right arm and shoulder
this disabled
him from any more active service, and he was placed in the hospital at Portsmouth Grove, R. I. here he remained till the expiration of his term of service,
which occurred on the 29th of July, 1864, when he was honorably discharged from
the service of the United States.
He then came to Darke County, and was soon
engaged as clerk in dry-goods store at Wiley's Station he remained here two
years, and then turned his attention to the art of telegraphing
not liking this
occupation, he next gave his time to the study of medicine, receiving his instructions under the directions of the Drs. Matchett
he attended lectures at the Miami
Medical College, Cincinnati, graduating in the spring of 1872. He first located
and engaged in the practice of his profession in Sandusky County he next formed
a partnership with Dr. Ballard, of Arcanum, which lasted one year, when he formed
a partnership with Dr. Matchett, of Greenville he was subsequently located for
two years at New Paris, Preble County, from which place he came to Palestine
Oct. 1, 1877, where he has been engaged in practice since, discharging his professional duties with commendable zeal and success.
In 1872, he was united in
marriage with Miss Helen McCaughy, then engaged in teaching in Greenville. Dr.
Sater identified himself with the Presbyterian Church of Greenville in 1878, and
is a member of the Greenville Lodge, P. & A. M.
Mr. and Mrs. Sater are the
parents of two children, one deceased.
I.
Q. SINKS, farmer; P. 0. German.
The subject of this memoir was
born in April, 1829, about twelve miles northwest of Dayton, in Montgomery Co.;
he is the son of Andrew Sinks, a native of North Carolina, who emigrated to Ohio
with his parents previous to the beginning of the present century, and settled
north of Dayton, on the Stillwater this was then on the frontier of civilization,
and his family constituted one of the first in the neighborhood he was about two
years old when he arrived there he was raised on a farm and accustomed to its
duties this occupation he followed all his life, living upon the same farm where
he first located until his death, which occurred at the ripe old age of 87 vears.
He was married to Miss Yount, who was also a native of North Carolina, and emigrated to Ohio in about 1806 she survived her husband about three years, when
her death occurred at the ripe old age of 84 years.
Mr. and Mrs. Sinks were the
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parents of twelve children, ten sons and two daughters, nine of whom are still
Our subject is next to the youngest of the family he was brought up on
at this period he
a farm, and remained at home until he attained his majority
celebrated his marriage with Miss Williamson, who was also born in Montgomery
Co.; her father was a native of Virginia, and her mother a native of Warren Co.,
Soon after the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Sinks, the}- moved to their present
Ohio.
they are
place, and have resided here ever since, a period of twenty-seven years
Oliver P., born April
Sarah S., born Dec. 1, 1851
the parents of seven children
Noah W., born April 3, 1855 Emma J., born Jan. 28, 1857, deceased
29, 1853
Nov. 11, 1858 Leora, born March 20, 1858, deceased Oct. 6, 1879 Clarrissa,
born May 13, 1860 Loretta, born April 16, 1862.
WILLIAM H. SETTLE, farmer, P. 0. German. Mr. Settle is a native of
North Carolina, was born in Rockingham Co., Feb. 5, 1840 he is the son of
Josiah and Nanc}- Settle, both natives of North Carolina Mr. Settle was principally raised upon a farm at the age of 6 he was taken to Mississippi by his
parents in 1855, he emigrated to Ohio with his parents, settling first in Hamilton,
Butler Co. During the late civil war, he was engaged most of the time on a boat
on the rivers Mississippi, Missouri and White, principally as a Government empkye in 1866, he returned to Butler Co., and engaged in farming, which occuHe was united in marpation he has followed with marked success ever since.
riage, in Cincinnati, March 15, 1869, to Miss Josie Triplet she was born and
Immediately after his marriage, he moved to his present
raised in that city.
place, having previously purchased the farm, which consists of 160 acres. He is a
self-made man beginning with almost nothing, he has, b} his own exertions, put
himself in possession of a large fertile and well-improved farm, They are the
parents of six children, two of whom have been removed from the famil}* circle by

living.
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WILLIAM SPENCER, farmer P. O. Hollandsburg. Mr. Spencer is
another of the early pioneers of this county he was born in Greene Co., Ohio,
he is of English descent, and is the son of Francis Spencer, who
Oct. 12, 1812
was a native of Kentucky he emigrated to Ohio when quite young, and located
he served in this struggle for a short
in Greene Co., previous to the war of 1812
period as a soldier his father was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, and was
Francis Spencer emigrated to this
severely wounded by a shot fired by an Indian
county in the spring of 1817, and located in the southwest quarter of Sec. 3, in
Harrison Township. But few civilized men had then penetrated the untrodden
wilds of our country, and Mr. Spencer constituted one of the van couriers of civilization
he moved with his family, first into a log cabin, mother earth constituting
the floor here he began carving for himself a home in the dense forests, which
was soon accomplished by his unflagging industry. He celebrated his marriage
she was
with Miss Sarah Spencer, about the beginning of the present century
the}' were the parents of eleven children, to wit Elizaalso a native of Kentucky
Delilah, born Feb. 26, 1804, now deceased
beth, born Nov. 23, 1802. now deceased
Anderson, born Jan. 28, 1806 Ludlow, born Dec. 3, 1808, now deceased Eliza, Dec.
Clark, born May 31, 1814, now deceased
William, born Oct. 12, 1812
3, 1810
Anna, born Aug. 14, 1816 Jackson, born Nov. 22, 1818 Sarah, born April 17, 1822;
Mark T., Dec. 31, 1827, now deceased. Mrs. Spencer departed her life at the age of
72 years Mr. Spencer lived to the ripe old age of 90 years, his death occurring
Aug. 14, 1874 thus departed from their privations below, two more of the pioneers of this county.
Our subject was only 5 years old when he came with his
parents to this county his early days were devoted to such work as the frontiersman usually finds to do he thus became early inured to pioneer life he remained
He was united in marriage
at home on the farm till he grew up to mature years.
she was born in Pennsylvania, and emigrated
with Miss Margaret Irwin, in 1831
after
to this State with her parents when quite small, locating first in Greene Co.
the marriage of Mr. Spencer, he moved to the place where he now lives, and
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engaged

in agricultural pursuits

;

Mr. and Mrs. Spencer are the parents of eleven
his son, Irwin, engages during the winter

children, lour of whom have deceased
months in the profession of teaching.

;

BARNEY TEAFORD, farmer P. 0. German. The subject of this sketch
was born February 3, 1825, near the place where he now resides. He is the son
of George Teaford, a history of whose life appears in Jonathan Teaford's sketch.
He remained on the homestead with his parents until he was 33 years of
He was engaged in agricultural pursuits up to this time, and after he arrived
a^e.
Beginning when the country was
at maturity with his twin brother Jonathan.
comparatively new, he knows what hard work is. He celebrated his marriage
March 20, 1859, with Miss Margaret Stapleton. She is a native of Indiana, born
At the age of about 6 years, she came to
in Wayne Co., November 13, 1838.
Her paternal grandfather was an early pioneer of
this count}- with her parents.
;

He settled four miles below Hollandsburg, in Harrison Township,
county.
Mr. Teaford, after his marriage, moved to the place where he
in an early day.
see, in his large, well-improved
now resides, and where he has ever since lived.
farms and fine residence, industry and frugality richly rewarded. Mr. and Mrs.
Teaford are the parents of seven children, four of whom death's messenger has

the

We

and consigned to the silent tomb. Their names are as follows Jonathan,
Norman, born
departed this life October 29, 1862.
March 8, 1860
March 24, 1861. Infant son. born April 15, 1862, died the same day. Oscar,
Samuel, born July
born June 30, 1864, departed this life, Sept. 25, 1866
Charles born Nov. 18, 1870, departed this life June 25, 1871 Flora,
20, 1867
visited

:

born

;

;

;

;

Alice,

born

May

10, 1874.

JONATHAN TEAFORD,

The gentleman whose
farmer; P. O. German.
one of the large farmers of German Township he was
born Feb. 3, 1825, near the place where he now resides is the son of George TeaMr. Teaford, Sr., was born in
ford, one of the early pioneers of this township.
Augusta Co., Va., and when quite young emigrated to Fairfield Co., Ohio here he
remained several years, engaged as a laborer upon a farm he emigrated to German Township with the Ketrings, who constituted one of the first families in the
township he found this country then almost untouched by the hand of civilization the " sons of the bow and arrow " still lingered around, and wild game was
abundant. April 6, 1820, he celebrated his marriage with Miss Magdalena Ketring she was also one of the early pioneers of the township, and a native of PennShortly after his marriage, he moved to the place where the subject of
sylvania.
tnis sketch now resides, his father-in-law having previously bequeathed him the
here he erected a cabin and resided till a few years
land, then all in the woods
Mr. and Mrs.
before his death, when he took up his abode with his son Barney.
George Teaford were the parents of twelve children, as follows Jacob, born Feb.
Rebecca, born Feb. 1, 1822, deceased, Octo10, 1821, deceased September, 1826
George, born Sept. 24, 1823 Jonathan and Barney, twins, Feb. 3.
ber, 1825
1825 Hester, July 26, 1827 Elizabeth, Oct. 23, 1828 Amelia, March 28, 1830
Sarah, Feb. 18, 1832 Susannah, born March 12, 1835, deceased, December, 1838
David, born Sept. 28, 1836, deceased Aug. 5, 1838; Aaron, born June 16, 1838,
deceased June 24, 1839. Mrs. Teaford departed this life Feb. 13, 1861 her husband survived her till Jan. 29, 1874, when his death occurred. Thus we record
the death of two more of the early pioneers of German Township, who passed
away leaving a large circle of acquaintances and a large family to mourn their
Mr. Jonathan Teaford was raised a farmer, and early became accustomed to
loss.
he remained at home assisting on the farm till he grew up to
its arduous duties
years of maturity; he then, with his twin brother, engaged in farming on rented
land they formed a partnership thus earl}' in life, which existed till a few }'ears
ago, when the property, consisting of several large farms, which were jointly held
and managed by them, was divided. Our subject was united in marriage with
Miss Sophia Smelker March 8, 1848; she was born in Preble Co., Ohio, and at the

name heads

this sketch is

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

—
GERMAN TOWNSHIP.

595

age of about 6 years she came to this county with her parents. (Her parents
After the marriage of Mr. Teareceive notice under the sketch of A. B. Rush.)
ford, he rented a farm about one mile east of where he now lives, and farmed it
about six years. He then, in connection with his brother, purchased 80 acres of
land just west of his present place by their habits of industry, they added farm
after farm to their possessions, till the}' owned a half-section of land in one body
they then made a division, each taking a quarter-section since then, he has added
other farms to his possessions, and has them all well improved he has one of
Mr. and Mrs. Teaford are the parents
the finest brick residences in the township.
of ten children, seven of whom are living.
was born near the city of Lexington,
J. B. TENNELL, physician, German
his
paternal and maternal grandparents came from
Ky., Nov. 20, 1833
Scotland in an early day and settled in Virginia remaining there a few years, they
removed to Jessamine Count}', Ky., where Joseph Tennell, the Doctor's father, was
born in the year 1796. Our subject, Buford, as he was called when a boy, was the
youngest of a family of ten children. His mother died when he was 2 years old,
and a step-mother died some eight years later. From that time on, he lived among
strangers, strugged with poverty and fought the battle of life on his own hook
working on a farm for 25 cents a day during the summer and fall, and attending school through the winter. When 15 years of age, he came to Franklin, Lid., and attended a select school for one year
then entered the Franklin
College, and continued his studies there for about four years, teaching a district
He then comschool three terms to secure means to pay his board and expenses.
menced and read medicine for three years as a pupil under old Dr. Mackey. Attended medical lectures in the Allopathic Department of Ann Arbor, Mich., in
1855-56. After practicing some three years, he was persuaded to abandon medicine and enter the ministry, which he did, and spent three years as a traveling
Not being fully satisfied, he decided to return to the
minister in the U. B. Church.
business which he had spent so much of his time in order to qualify himself to
follow.
Before resuming practice, he attended another course of medical lectures
Since then he has
at Cincinnati, Ohio, receiving therefrom the degree of M. D.
been actively engaged in his profession in the counties of Union, Randolph and
Howard, Ind. Five years ago, on account of good roads, he located at Palestine,
in this county, where he has a nice residence, and has a large and lucrative
practice.
The Doctor is a large, portly man, weighing two hundred pounds, is well
preserved, and has never used tobacco in any form, nor ardent spirits as a beverage.
His life is a practical demonstration that any young man of mind and energy
can succeed, if they determine to do so.
The subject of this
P. 0. Hollandsburg, Ohio.
S. S. THOMAS, farmer
memoir is an early settler and prominent citizen of this township he was born
July 30, 1828, near the place where he now resides he is of Welsh descent, and
the son of Charles W. Thomas, one of the pioneers of this township he was born
he
in Maryland, and emigrated to Ohio when quite young (notice last of sketch)
settled first in Greene Co., where he celebrated his marriage with Miss Mercy
Sackett she was born in North Carolina and emigrated to Greene Co. with her
parents about the beginning of the present century her father, Cyrus Sackett,
was a soldier in the great struggle for American independence he celebrated his
Mr. Charles Thomas came to this county
marriage with Mrs. Sackett in 1792.
about 1826 and located on land previously entered by his father, Daniel Thomas,
he found it then covered with the mantle of nature,
Sec. 31, in German Township
and the country a vast wilderness at that time it required nerve and courage to
begin life there this, however, was not wanting with Mr. Thomas, and the wilderness was soon made to u blossom as the rose " he lived on this place till 1864,
when he disposed of it and moved into Hollandsburg while on a visit to Greene
his death
Co., he was taken sick with fever from which he never recovered
occurred Sept. 1, 1872, at the age of 74 years 8 months and 4 days his devoted
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wife preceded him to her final rest several years, her death occurring June 29,
1859. Mr. and Mrs. T. were faithful members of the M. E. Church, and their lives
were examples of Christian piety and virtue nine children, four sons and five
daughters were born to them, all of whom are still living. Our subject's youthful
days were passed upon the farm at the age of 18, he was apprenticed to the
cabinet trade," and served a term of two years
he then engaged at journey-work
in Richmond, Ind., for a period of five years
at the end of this time, he purchased
a cabinet-shop in Palestine, which he controlled about one }r ear and disposed of
He was united in marriage with
it, moving to the place where he now resides.
Miss Caroline Berry April 29, 1855 she was born in Hamilton, Butler Co., Jan.
15, 1837, and came to this county with her parents in 1838, locating where she now
her father, Thomas Berry, was a native of Virginia, and emilives, in Sec. 32
grated to this State when a young man he was married to Betse}r Randolph, a
his death occurred Sept. 8, 1839
native of Butler Co., Ohio
his wife survived
him till Aug. 4, 1851, when her death occurred she had previously united in
marriage with Mr. William Freeman Mr. and Mrs. Berry were both zealous members of the M. E. Church, and passed peacefully to rest when their life's work was
ended, lamented by all who knew them.
Mr. Thomas is one of those who left the
comforts of home and endured the perils of the battle-field for the preservation of
the Union
he enlisted in the Eighth Ohio Battery earl}' in the spring of 186-1,
and participated in the battles of Black River Bridge and Yazoo City he was
honorably discharged with the regiment at Camp Dennison, Aug. 5, 1865 in
politics, Mr. Thomas is a Republican. Mr. and Mrs. Thomas are the parents of ten
children, three of whom died when quite }r oung
two sons and five daughters are
one daughter, Ellen, was united in marriage, Nov. 8, 1877, with Gr. W.
still living
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas are consistent members of the M.
Hill, son of H. L. Hill.
Charles W. Thomas was a soldier in the war of 1812, and was
E. Church.
stationed at Fort Meigs most of the time during the period of his service.
farmer P. 0. German, Ohio. William Wade, one of the
few remaining early pioneers of this county, was born Nov. 9, 1818, on the southeast quarter of Sec. 13, in Harrison Township, where the south part of New Madison now stands
he is of English descent, and the son of William Wade, Sr., who
was born in Maryland he emigrated to Ohio previous to the war of 1812, and
located first in Preble Co., and from there he went to Harrison Township in
he then constituted
1818, settling on the place on which our subject was born
one of the fii-st settlers in that township he departed this life at the age of 61
years, his wife surviving him several } ears, when her death occurred in Wayne
Both were buried in the cemetery at New Madison. Our subject's boyCo., Ind.
hood days did not differ much from those of most of the pioneer boys he shared
in the trials and difficulties incident to frontier life
his father being an invalid,
the management of the farm early fell to his charge
this duty he discharged successfully until he reached the age of 24.
The meagerness of educational advantages at that day, together with the duties of the farm, which early devolved upon
him. rendered his education, so far as books were concerned, much limited just
previous to leaving the homestead, July 23, 1842, he celebrated his marriage with
Miss Susannah Ross she is the daughter of Nathaniel Ross, one of the early pioneers of the township
he settled here February, 1819, and in the following
August, Mrs. Wade was born she has witnessed all the changes in this section of
country, from the thickets of the forest to the waving grain-fields of to-day. Soon
after Mr. Ward's marriage, he moved to Neave Township, locating on a farm which
he had previously purchased of Reuben Lowry at the end of four years, he disposed of this farm and purchased and moved on the one on which he now resides
he has resided here ever since, a period of thirty years.
Mr. Wade has risen by
his own exertions to a place among the foremost farmers of his section of couniry.
Mr. and Mrs. Wade are the parents of one child, a daughter, Mary, born Oct. 15,
1843; she was united in marriage to Charles W. Sentmen July 19, 1867; she
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life Nov. 18, 1874
her life was short, though complete her work
and she passed peacefully away, leaving a large circle of acquaintances, a kind father and mother, a husband and two loving daughters, to mourn
her departure and revere her memory she was a consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal Church until death, and lived in the discharge of her Christian
duties in her death, society lost a useful member. Mr. and Mrs. Wade take a

departed her

was

;

;

finished

;

;

great interest in the cause of religion, both being consistent members of the
United Brethren Church, and living exemplary lives.
JACOB F. WARE, farmer P. 0. German. Mr. Ware is another of the early sethe is paternally of German and
tlers and prominent citizens of German Township
maternally of English descent, and comes of Revolutionary stock he was born Dec.
13, 1819, in Preble Co., Ohio, and is the son of John Ware, who was a native of Tenhe emigrated to Ohio in 1810 and located in
nessee, being born there Feb. 11, 1785
Montgomery County, on Stillwater from there he shortly moved to Preble County,
locating near West Alexandria, in the vicinity of which he remained till his death,
he was a soldier of the war of 1812, and shared in
a period of sixty-two years
the privations and hardships of that struggle he was under Gen. Harrison's command, and was present at the celebrated treaty of Ft. Greenville, in 1814 his
father was a soldier in the Revolutionary war, and served for seven years in that
great struggle for freedom. John Ware, by his services in the war of 1812, was
entitled to a land-warrant of 160 acres, which he located where our subject now
Mr. Ware, the subject of
resides this warrant was given under James Monroe.
this sketch, was reared a farmer boy, and remained at home assisting in duties of
the farm till he was 21 years of age at this time, he engaged at the carpenter
trade, which he followed about six j*ears, when he moved to the place where he
now resides and turned his attention to farming he celebrated his marriage in
1844, with Miss M. Catherine Rittenour she was born in Virginia, and emigrated
to Ohio with her parents when only 7 years old, settling near New Madison, Haron the 16th of February, 1879, the messenger of death entered
rison Township
her life's work ended, her
Mr. Ware's home and took from it his devoted wife
duties done, she passed peacefully away, leaving a kind and affectionate husband
and four loving children to mourn her departure and revere her memory Mrs.
Ware was a faithful member of the church for twenty-two years before she died,
and in her death the church lost a useful member and the community a valuable
when he moved
citizen.
Mr. Ware is one of the self-made men of this county
to the place where he now resides, in 1848, he found it all in the woods, the underbrush so thick that he had to grub a place for the horses to lie down the first
night here he began in a log cabin, surrounded on every side b} dense forests,
on a small piece of land bequeathed him by his father the outlook was by no
means flattering, but with that indomitable energy which served him well then,
and has been his guiding genius ever since, being ably assisted by his noble wife,
he soon carved for himself a farm and beautiful home out of the wilderness by
habits of industry and economy he has added to the first possession till he now
has a fine fertile farm of 244 acres under excellent improvement he made and
with this
used perhaps the first jumping-shovel plow anywhere in that vicinity
plow he has prepared ground in the green upon which he has raised sixty bushels
of corn per acre. Mr. and Mrs. Ware are the parents of five children, one of
whom has died three of the others are married, and one, a son, still remains
having been repeatedly tendered
at home.
Mr. Ware is no aspirant for office
important offices of trust, he has always refused to accept he lives an exemplary
life, and formerly held his connections with the United Brethren denomination.
WILLIAM" H. WARNER, farmer P. 0. German. The subject of this memoir
was born in Neave Township March 8, 1849 he is of English descent, and the
he was a
son of Henry W., who was born in Montgomery Co., November 1819
he was united in
farmer by occupation from his boyhood days till his death
marriage to Miss Lotta Williamson, in 1846; she was also a native of Montgomer}'
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after their marriage, Mr. W. engaged in farming in above county till
1857, with the exception of one year, when they lived in Neave township, in this
county at above date he came to German Township and located on land in Sec.
his wife
13; here he lived until his death, which occurred in April, 1874;
preceded him to her final rest about six years, her decease occurring in February,
1808; they had seven children born to them, to wit: Amanda, deceased in
Almira, "William H., George (deceased), Lorenzo, Franklin and Emma.
infancy
Our subject was brought up on a farm, and remained at home till he grew to
He celebrated his nuptials with Miss Sarah Flory in October 1873 she
maturity.
was the daughter of Emanuel Flory, whose biography we subtend to this after
the marriage of Mr. Warner he moved on his father-in-law's place, which he has
April 8, 1878, he was called upon to mourn the loss of his
since been farming.
devoted wife. Her life was short, but full of usefulness, and her death was

County
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lamented by all who knew her. Two children, sons, were born to them, Andrew
and Horatio. Mr. Warner is in politics a Democrat. Emanuel Flory was an
he was born in Montgomery County, Jan. 12, 1810,
early settler of this township
and is the son of Emanuel F., Sr., a native of Pennsylvania, born in 1776 he
emigrated to Ohio in July, 1806, locating on Wolf Creek, Montgomery County he was
a farmer b} occupation. He was married to Miss Sarah Kaga some years before
coming to Ohio the 17th of March, 1834, he came with his family to Darke
County, locating on Sec. 12, where Emanuel F., Jr., now resides some three or
four years previous to this he came out and erected a water-power saw-mill, on
West Branch, the first in that locality. Mrs. Flory died in 1822. Nine children
were born to this union, onby three of whom are yet living. Mr. F. consummated
his second marriage with Mrs.
Royer, who died in September, 1853, she
having survived her husband about four years, his death occurring March 9, 1849.
Emannel P., Jr., was reared on a farm, after coming to this county with his parents,
he engaged on his father's saw-mill for a period of about five years since then he
has lived on and farmed, till a few years ago, the homestead which he purchased
he was married to Miss Waggerman in 1852, who was born near Brookville,
Montgomery County, in 1816 she departed this life Jan. 15, 1872 during life
she was a faithful member of the German Baptist Church.
Mr. Flory has been a
consistent member of the same church for nearly half a century, and is living an
exemplary life.
JAMES WILLCOX, farmer P. 0. German the subject of this memoir was
born in Germantown, Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1817 he is the son of James
VYillcox, Sr., and Elizabeth (Kester) Willcox
James Willcox, Sr., was born in
the State of New York, on the Mohawk River, near the site of " Stillwater " battlefield
his father was a soldier in the great struggle for American independence
and participated in the above battle James Willcox was a shoemaker by occuwhile
pation, and at one time worked in Stephen Girard's shop, in Philadelphia
lure he made for Henry Clay the pair of boots which he wore to the " Treaty of
(Ihent," the boots costing $40
he emigrated to Ohio in 1815, landing at Cincinnati with 50 cents in his pocket, and all his earthly possessions tied up m a silk handkerchief from there he pushed his way northward, and finally came to a halt in
(ierniantown. Montgomery County
here he engaged at his occupation for five or
six years, and then moved to Preble County, where he added to his trade farming
from there he came to this county, March 18, 1839, and located in German
Township, on land which he had previously purchased near the present town of
Palestine
He was married soon
here he engaged in farming and sawmilling.
after coming to this State, to Miss Elizabeth Kester, a native of Lancaster County,
I'enn.
she came to Ohio with her parents when quite small.
Mr. and Mrs.
the
Willcox were the parents of thirteen children, five of whom have deceased
living are as follows
James (our subject). John, Charles, David, Phebe
A.. William, Elizabeth and Elijah
the deceased are Lavina, Memlius, Levi,
Jeremiah and .Mary J.
Mrs. Willcox departed this life October, 1855, and
J.
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by their deaths the community lost useful
Mr. Willcox the 4th of February, 1856
Our subject was raised to farm labor,
citizens and the family affectionate parents.
assisting his father in farming till he attained his majority, attending the common schools during winter months he emigrated to this county with his parents
at the end of one year he went to Butler County, and engaged for a time
in 1839
while here he accidentally discovered that he could put up a
at wood-chopping
barrel about as good as an experienced cooper, and accepted a proposition from a
he made 430 barrels, averaging
professional cooper to engage in the business
he remained in Butler County altoeight barrels per da}' as his first work
gether about three years, and then returned to this county, engaging in saw -milling
he then purchased and
for the next eighteen years continuously and successfully
moved to the place where he now resides, which consists of 160 acres, the most of
which he has cleared and placed in its present highty improved condition. He
his first marriage was consummated with Miss Sarah Jhas been married twice
his
she died five months after their marriage
Clendenine in June, 1841
second marriage was celebrated, June 8, 1848, with Miss Elizabeth Ketring, a
sketch of whose parents occurs in the biographies of this township she was born
Mr. and Mrs. Willcox are the parents of nine children, three of
in this township.
whom are married Signorette L., born Feb. 28, 1849 Alice E., Jan. 8, 1851
Marquis L., Aug. 7, 1853 Mary F., April 5, 1855, deceased Feb. 25, 1856 PerJoseph
Isaac N., May 3, 1859 David M., June 15, 1862
cival F., May 5, 1857
Martha E., June 16, 1870.
S., Dec. 27, 1864; Charles Sumner, April 12, 1861
Mr. and Mrs. Willcox take a great interest in the cause of religion, both being
consistent members of the Christian Church of Palestine.
JESSE WOODS, farmer P. 0. German. The subject of this sketch is one
of the prominent citizens of Darke County, and a pioneer of German Township hewas born in Virginia in 1818, and was only 2 years old when he came to this
township with his parents in 1821 he is of English descent, his father, James
Woods, was born in St. James' Park, London, May 25, 1767, and died at his
son's, near Palestine, on the 21st day of August, 1869, aged 102 years 2 months
and 26 days his remains were laid to rest in the beautiful Palestine Cemetery, andr
a marble monument is reared over his grave. At the time of his birth St. James
Park was three miles out of the city, but since then the city has grown around it
he followed sea life as a sailor for about twenty years he emigrated to America
somewhere about the beginning of the present century, and settled in Virginia in
1821, he took up his journey westward, with his family, and settled in this county,
on this place he spent the
in German Township, where his son Jesse now lives
remainder of his eventful life his marriage was celebrated in Virginia he was
Jesse Woods, our subject, knows what pioneer life
the father of eight children.
is
he has shared in the trials and triumphs incident to such a life he has witnessed the changes wrought in this country for over one-half century, and has
applied himself persistentby and vigorously to develop its present vast resources ;
his duties in his youth were those of a pioneer farmer boy his early education, so
far as book knowledge is concerned, was necessarily limited, as opportunities in
this direction were meager, and his time and labor principally demanded on the
farm; vivid to his recollection is the appearance of the first schoolhouse which he
" fac-simile " of the pioneer schoolhouse
the progeny of
attended
it was a
necessity, not the sound of a nail was heard in its construction, nor a glass window
his first teacher was William R. Jones, the first
seen in it after its completion
pedagogue in the township he kept the characteristic " land school " of the backwoods, and his plans of punishing unruly scholars would appear as odd to-day as
Mr. Woods was married in 1844, to Miss Anna Stevens :
his methods of teaching.
she is the daughter of David Stevens he was born in Pennsylvania Oct. 31, 1792.
and died Jan. 8, 1879 he was a soldier in the war of 1812, and was one of a
number who were detailed to carry provisions from Ft. Nesbit to the Kentucky
they proceeded
soldiers, who were on the retreat from Muncie to Ft. Greenville
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under a forced march through the wilderness, and snow knee-deep, to the relief of
After the marriage of our subject, he remained upon the
the brave Kentuckians.
place where he was reared, and continued agricultural pursuits through his energy
and good business habits, he has been eminently successful in life he is no political aspirant, but a few years ago was elected to the office of County Commissioner,
in which capacity he served three years, discharging its duties with fidelity and
he positively abhors political trickery and official
satisfaction to his constituents
corruption of all kinds, and is a strong advocate of and adherent to honesty and
integrity.
Mr. and Mrs. Woods are the parents of thirteen children, eight of whom
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living.
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J. W. APPLE, retired farmer, Versailles, Ohio
was born in Montgomery
Count}-, Ohio, April 22, 1825.
John Apple, the father of J. W., was one of the old
;

pioneers of

Montgomery County, born

vania.

W.

J.

—

in the year 1800
emigrated from Pennsyllived with his parents on the farm, attending school during the

winter season, and, working on the farm during the summer, obtained a good common-school education, and at the age of 20 was united in marriage to Miss Elvina
Miller, in Montgomery County, April 10, 1845.
Left his parental roof, and, with
his good wife, moved into the woods, built a log cabin, and commenced to clear
a farm did not have a cent of mone} and was in debt $100 has by his hard labor, economy, strict temperate habits, and the help of his industrious wife, accumulated a handsome fortune.
Mr. Apple has passed through the many struggles,
incidents and dangers so common to the pioneer of the great West, has many warm
friends, and is beloved by all who know him, has taken an active part in religion,
and is, with his amiable wife a member of the Lutheran Church has had his full
share of township offices, viz., Township Trustee one year, Land Appraiser one
year, and served one term as Assessor, School Director, etc.
Mr. Apple followed
farming for a period of about thirty years, after which he moved to Versailles,
where he now resides. Ten children were the fruits of their union, viz., Sarah A.,
born July 4. 1846 (deceased) John W., born April 28, 1848 Jacob A., born

—

—

7

,

—

;

;

born Oct. 25, 1852
Mary L., born Aug. 20, 1854
Leroy C, born Dec. 5, 1856: Uriah V., born April 12, 1859 (deceased); Henrv
J., Feb. 16, 1862 (deceased)
Ida E., born June 3, 1865 Martha J., born Oct. 13.
1867 (deceased).
JACOB G. BASHOR, farmer and stock raiser P. O. Webster, Ohio. Jacob,
his father, was a native of Pennsylvania, born in Schu3 lkill Co., on the 19th of January, 1801 was a carpenter by trade, and at the age of 25 he celebrated his marriage with
Sarah Nauftsinger, who was a native of Penns3'lvania, born in Berks Co.. on the
2d of April, 1805; in the spring of 1828, he moved to Rockingham Co., Va.,
where they remained about six years, and in the fall of 1834, he emigrated to
Ohio, locating one mile west of Covington, Miami Co., where he purchased 80
acres of land, for which he paid $800, and in 1840, he sold out for $1,800, and purchased 160 acres in the same township, paying $1,600 he remained here till his
death, which occurred on the 3d of September, 1879 Sarah, his widow, is living on
the old home place, with her daughter Fanny (Mote)
they were the parents of
seven children, of whom all are living, viz.. Jacob Gr., Sarah, Benjamin, John.
Anna, Catherine and Fanny. Jacob G-., the subject of this sketch, is a native of
Pennsylvania, horn in Herks Co., on the 25th of January, 1827 came with his
parents to Ohio, when he was about 7 years old spending his iKryhood's days on his
lather's farm, assisting him on the farm and at the carpentering trade
he obtained
Oct. 31, 1850
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with his father to work at the carpentering trade for two years, receiving a compensation of $180 for the first }"ear, and $200 for the second.
On the 15th of August, 1847, he celebrated his marriage with Sarah Miller, daughter of Jacob and
Polly Miller, who was a native of Darke Co., Ohio, born on the 17th of January.
1827 in 1850, he moved on his father-in-law's farm (Darke Co., Adams Township), when he farmed one year, after which he removed to Wayne Township, Sec.
31, where he had purchased 100 acres of land, for which he paid $2,000, and here
is where he applied the $380 which he had earned in the two years in which he
worked for his father he has resided here ever since, making farming his business he has added 85 acres, but sold 5 acres for town lots, leaving 180 in the
farm he also owned 80 acres in Marshall Co., Did., his present place of residence,
which is well improved, on which is a bank-barn, 70x36, a large two-story brick
house, with basement story, and a large tobacco shed, all of which he has accumulated by his hard labor, assisted by his good and amiable wife he is strictly temperate in all his habits.
Mr. and Mrs. Bashor are members of the German Baptist Church, being connected with that church for upward of thirty years
he has
had his full share of township offices since his residence in the county, viz.
served as Trustee of Wayne Township, three years Supervisor four consecutive
years member of School Board twelve years. They are the parents of nine chilJacob M.,born Sept. 9, 1848 Susan, born May
dren, of whom six are living, viz.
Sarah, Dec. 19, 1853; John N., Nov. 17, 1858; Mary, Aug. 3, 1861
6, 1851
Anna, May 14, 1864. John N. has been teaching school since he was 17 years
he is a live, energetic teacher.
old, and is meeting with good success
DANIEL BOYER, farmer, grain and stock raiser, Sec. 35 P. O. Webster.
Daniel, his father, was a native of Pennsylvania, born in York Co., in about the
year 1800. He married Elizabeth Hoff, who is a native of the same State and
Mr. Boyer followed farming in Pennsylvania, where he
county, born in 1799.
Elizabeth, his widow, remained on
resided till his death, which occurred in 1847.
the old home farm till 1867, when she came to Darke Co., and at present resides
with her daughter Barbara, who married Peter Moul, Adams Township. They
were the parents of eleven children, viz., Jonas, Maria, Barbara, Mannassa, CathThe subject of this
arine, Henry, John, Samuel, Elizabeth, Aaron and Daniel.
sketch, who is a native of Pennsylvania, born in York Co., on the 25th of September, 1834, lived at home till he was about 14 3 ears old, when he went to work for
his Uncle Peter Blaser, on the farm, where he worked during the summer and
autumn, and then returned home and attended school during the winter. In the
spring, he hired out with a neighbor for $5 per month, where he remained till the
next fall, attending the district school in the winter. He then went to York and
drove team for Sultzbaugh & Quickie, drawing lumber, coal and iron, for which he
received $11 per month, being the highest wages paid at that time as he was
always at his post ready for duty, being active, quick and willing, he never lacked
he followed this busifor employment and alwaj's commanded the highest wages
ness till he was 21 years old, when he became infatuated with the Western fever,
thinking that he could better his condition, and, true to his nature, he started for
the State of Ohio, arriving at Yersailles in April. 1856, at about 3 o'clock on a
dark and foggy morning, and Avhen the conductor called out " Yersailles " he
grasped his carpet-bag and made for the door, and when the train came to a halt
he walked out on the platform of the car. and. thinking that he was at the station,
made a leap for the platform of the depot, but. alas he missed it and landed in
the ditch, with his carpet-bag on his head and his legs driven into the mud up to
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Is this Darke Co., and if so. where am I ? and
However, he managed to find his way out and made
for a hotel, which he found and went to bed, where he slept sweetly till about 8
o'clock in the morning, when he awoke, donned his clothing, ate his breakfast, paid
his bill, placed his carpet-bag on his back and started on foot for his brother
Hemy who resided about four and a half miles south, in Adams Township, where

his knees,
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murmuring
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he remained for three months he worked for his brother at the carpenter's trade,
after which he farmed Benjamin Bashore's farm on shares, receiving one-third of
the grain. He only remained one season, when he engaged with George Hetzler to
farm his land on the same terms for one season, and met with good success. On
the 17th of October, 1858, he celebrated his marriage with Elizabeth Cable, daughter of John and Susana Cable she is a native of Darke Co., Ohio, born on the 6th
of October, 1841. He remained on the Hetzler farm for about five years, during
which time Mr. Hetzler died, and at the sale of the personal property he purchased
most of the stock and farm implements and moved on his little farm of 55 acres,
in Sec. 36, Wayne Township, for which he paid $860, and in a short time he purchased 48 acres which joined him, making in all 103 acres, which he improved,
residing on the same till 1872.
He then rented a farm of Levi Huddle, in the
same township, containing between 500 and 600 acres, which he has under his
management, and at present is the largest grain and stock raiser in the county he
now has ten head of horses and mules, forty head of cattle, one hundred head of
sheep and fifty head of hogs he grew over 3,000 bushels of small grain last year,
and about 4,000 bushels of corn. In 1879, he purchased 55 acres more, for which
he paid $2,000 he now owns 158 acres, valued at $7,900; he erected a frame
barn, 48x78 feet, on his farm, at a cost of about $1,000.
Mr. Boyer commenced
life with but little of this world's goods, but by hard labor and correct business
habits has accumulated a handsome little fortune, in which he has been nobly
assisted by his good and industrious wife.
When he married Miss Cable, her
father gave her one horse, "Jack," which is still living, being 24 years old.
Mr.
Boyer has had his full share of township offices since his residence in the county
has served as Trustee of Wayne Township two years, Supervisor, School Director,
and was a member of the School Board for a period of nine years. Mr. and Mrs.
Boyer are members of the " River Brethren," a Baptist body. Ten children have
been born to them, of whom nine are living, viz.: Ellen, John, Sarah, Milton,
David, Maggie, Emma, Daniel, Mary.
THOMAS A. BURNS, attorney at law Versailles, Ohio is a native of Ohio,
born in Champaign Co. on the 18th day of October, 1836 his father, H. Z. Burns,
and his mother Anna, emigrated from Loudoun Co., Va., in 1830 they were well
educated and sought no other fortune for themselves and children thanedueation
his father died early in life, leaving the widow with the care of four small children
Thomas being the oldest boy, the care of the family fell heavily upon the mother
and him he struggled on through circumstances that were anything but genial to
his aspiring nature
in the common schools he obtained the rudiments of an
English education, and from his mother a little knowledge of German and Latin
farming and teaching school were his occupations until the sound of the war trumpet in 1861 and on the 9th clay of May, he with others was assigned to the 13th O.
V. I. which regiment was then over-full, and they at once reinlisted in Co. A, 66th
O. V. I., of righting fame having held the various non-commissioned offices, he was
then commissioned First Lieutenant, and in a short time he was commissioned a
Captain, and took command of Co. E, 194th O. V. I., where he served till he was
mustered out with his regiment on the 4th day of November, 1865, having served
four years six months and twenty-five days
he at once commenced the study of
law with Horn Charles Morris, of Troy, Ohio, and was admitted to f he Bar March
8, 1868. On the 26th day of December, 1867, he celebrated his marriage with Miss
R. L., daughter of Hon. George Anderson, of Piqua, Ohio, and in March, 1870, he
moved to Versailles, Daxke Co:; he has acquired a good practice in law he has
traveled throughout the United States, been a close observer of human nature,
strictly temperate in all his habits, giving much study and attention to his professional and other scientific books, and has made the most of limited opportunities.
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loving wife and four bright ehildren make up his happy home at Versailles,
Ohio.
JAMES R.
farmer, Sec. 33
P. O. Versailles, Ohio.

CALDERWOOD,
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George Calderwood, the father of James R., was born in Huntingdon Co., Penn.,
on the 15th day of December, 1783 Margaret, his wife, was born in Adams Co.,
they emigrated to Montgomery Co., Ohio,
Penn., on the 28th day of May, 1792
in the 3 ear 1818, remaining there about fourteen years, after which he moved to
Darke Co.; this was in the spring (April), 1832 they drove through to Greenville,
the distance being only thirty-five miles, but were three days in making the
journey, as the roads were very heavj', making it almost an impossibility to travel
settled in Butler Township, where he remained until his death, which occurred on
Margaret, his wife, died on the 12th day of
the 7th day of November, 1849.
October, 1874. James R., the subject of this sketch, was born in Montgomery
came with his parents to Darke Co.
Co., Ohio, on the 6th day of October, 1821
when he was 10 years old he assisted his father in clearing and cultivating the
soil, and, when the opportunity presented itself, he would attend the district school,
which at that time was not of a very high order, being held in an old log cabin,
covered with clapboards, puncheon floor, split slabs for seats, writing desks, etc.;
greased paper for window-lights, one end of the house being the fire-place lived
with his parents until he was about 21 years of age, when he commenced to learn
the carpenter and millwright trade with Mr. Moses Harriman worked at his trade
for a period of about twent} -six years, and, at the same time, carried on the farm,
would
occasionally working on the farm himself, his boys doing most of the work
work hard all daj at his trade coming home late, he would go out on the farm
and gather brush, piling it on log-heaps, after which he would burn them, working
sometimes until a very late hour in the night
he bought a farm of 160 acres in
Neave Township, in the year 1845, paying $800 for the tract moved on the farm,
but remained only about one month, after which he sold out at a gain of about
$50 moved on his father's farm, which contained 160 acres, buying out the heirs,
paying $1,200
lived on and cultivated this faxin for a period of about five years,
after which he sold the farm for $3,100, and bought the old Weaver farm, containing 100 acres, but could not get possession at the time, so he bought another farm
of 70 acres, on which he moved, remaining about six months, after which he sold
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the farm at a gain of about $50
he then moved on the old Weaver farm in the
of 1854, where he remained until the year 1869, when he sold out, receiving
$60 per acre this farm cost him, in the first place, only $17 per acre he had,
however, made some improvements thereon, having built a house and barn, and
cleared about twenty acres in 1869, he bought the John Hughes farm, in Wayne
Township, Sec. 23, paying $7,400 he moved on the farm in the same year, where
he has resided ever since. Mr. Calderwood has had his full share of township
offices
served as Trustee for three years, School Director, Supervisor, etc. is a firm
Republican his religion is to do right, and he aims to live in harmony with nature's
laws, and might be called a child of nature
is kind, courteous and obliging, and
has a host of friends. Was united in marriage to Miss Jemima Otwell, in Greenville, Ohio, on the 8th day of May, 1845
she was born in North Carolina, near the
Gilbert Court House, on the 13th day of April, 1825 six children were the fruits
of this union, of whom four are living, viz.: Clinton, was born on the 20th day of
September, 1846 George, was born on the 11th day of September, 1849 Manwas born on the 25th day of Januaiy, 1853
Albertis, was born on the
4th day of March, 1855; Curtis, died on the 5th day of April,1854; John,
died on the 5th day of April, 1870.
Mr. and Mrs. Calderwood have passed
through the many struggles, trials and incidents so common to the old pioneers of the West
have, b}^ their industry and strict temperate habits, combined with economy, accumuluted enough of this world's goods to live at their
ease the balance of their days while in earth-life.
G. CARSON, farmer, Sec. 8; P. O. Versailles, Ohio. Aaron, the father
Milly, his
of Aaron G., was born in Maine, about thirty miles from Augusta
wife, whose maiden name was McDonald, was born in South Carolina, Edgefield
District they came to Ohio in 1830. locating in Darke Co., where the}' spent the
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Aaron Gr., the subject of this sketch, was born in Darke
remainder of their days.
Wayne Township, on the 27th of November, 1837 he lived with his parents
till their death, assisting his father on the farm during the summer months and in
the winter attended the district school, which was held in an old log cabin, with
slab benches and puncheon floor but by diligence, he obtained a good commonOn the 24th of November, 1859, he celebrated his marriage
school education.
with Miss Mary B. L}'ons eight children have been born to this union, of whom
five are living, viz., Millie C, Anna L., Aaron L., Mary Avis, Idona, William R.
Mr. Carson has 95 acres in good cultivation, and has accumulated a considerable
amount of property by hard labor, in which he has been nobly assisted by
his good and amiable wife in 1 879, he made a visit to the East
Maine, and he has
traveled over sixteen different States. Mr. and Mrs. Carson are members of the
Christian Church, and are living zealous and consistent Christians.
DAVID CHRISTIAN, farmer, Sec. 21; Versailles. Lewis Christian, the father
of David, was born in Pennsylvania, in the year 1775, and emigrated to Ohio.
Montgomery Count}', in or about the year 1800 he was married to Maty Layer,
in Montgomery Count}', she was also born in Pennsylvania
they came to Darke
Co.,
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County

Adams Township

in 1809, residing in

until their death.

David Christian,

the subject of this sketeh, was born in Darke Co., Adams Township,' March 23, 1819
he lived with his parents till their death, being only 13 years old at that time, after
which he lived with his brother till he was about 15 years old, working on the
farm during summer, and attending school during the winter, where he obtained a
fair common-school education
at 15 years of age, he went to live with his brotherin-law, remaining about two years, after which he went to Indiana, where he made
the acquaintance of a young man by the name of John Collins, who was a brickmason Mr. Christian worked for and with him in various places, for about six
months he then went to work in a saw-mill fifteen miles from La Porte, where he
remained a short time, then returning home to his brother-in-law's, having been
gone altogether about twelve months he cut and hauled a load of hoop-poles to
Dayton, which he sold he then hauled a load of freight, consisting of dry goods
and groceries, through to Huntington this was in the winter season, and, the
ground being frozen, he was about two weeks making the trip he then commenced farming, and worked at it for about two years, buying in the mean time a
tract of land in Wayne Township, Sec., 21, containing 95 acres, paying $3 per acre ;
it was all a dense forest.
At the age of 22 years, Mr. Christian was united in
marriage to Catherine Woods, in llB41, in Darke Co. He then erected a log cabin,
and moved into it, and commenced clearing up a farm, and, with the help of his
good wife, connected with industry and hard labor, is now reaping his reward in
the possession of a handsome fortune. He now owns from 400 to 500 hundred acres,
divided into four farms, all well improved he has on his home place a good one and
a half-story brick residence, with good cellar and all improvements. Mr. Christian
is not a church member, but at the same time, is a good, honest man, and believes
in living in harmony with all, and obeying the golden rule. When he commenced life,
he did not have much of this world's goods, and, when he and his wife came to this
place, there was no clearing it was all under heavy timber.
He says they did not
move, as they had nothing but one horse, a sled, maul and wedge, and an
ax. Mr. and Mrs. Christian are the parents of fourteen children, of whom twelve
are now living Joseph, born in 1841
Henry, born in 1842
Samuel, born
in 1844
Caroline, born in 1847; Catherine, born in 1849; Elizabeth, born in
1852 Lewis, born in 1854 Lavina, born in 1850 Minerva, born in 1858 Lydia,
born in 18G0 David, born in 18G2 Hannah E., born in 1865.
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PROSPER DABE,

grain-merchant and file-manufacturer, Versailles. Peter
was a native of Belgium, born in 1793 he married
Jane R. Fumer, who was born in France in 1790 they emigrated to America in
1840, landing in the city of New York, thence to Buffalo, from there to Canton,
Stark Co., Ohio, where they remained two years, after which they came to Darke
EL, the

father of Prosper,
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;
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remainder of their days he
Prosper, the subject of this
1833 he, with his parents,
August,
of
day
12th
on
the
France,
in
born
was
sketch,
came to Darke Co., in 1847, locating in Patterson Township, where he received his
education in the common schools. He celebrated his marriage on the 2d of Octoin 1840 in 1869, he
ber, 1856, with Miss Adaline Trion, who was born in France
moved to Versailles, where he has resided ever since he engaged in the manuthe grain
facture of tile, which business he still carries on, and, in 1879, he added
business, operating the Commercial Elevator— he handled, last year, about 22,000
bushels of wheat, 10,000 bushels of oats, and about 2,000 bushels of corn, and, at
Mr. Dabe has had his full share
present, is prepared to handle all kinds of grain.
of Patof township offices since his residence in the county served as Trustee
of Wayne
terson two years, Assessor one year, Treasurer two years, and Trustee
two years. Mr. and Mrs. Dabe are active workers in the cause of religion, being
members of the Christian Church. They are the parents of fourteen children, of
whom twelve are living, viz., Peter, Lewis, Edmond, Jennie M., Charles, Anna,
Mary, Lawrence, Harry, Clara, Franklin and Lucy. Mr. Dabe has accumulated
considerable amount of property by his hard labor, in which he has been nobly

Co., locating near Versailles, where they spent the
departed this life in 1853, and his wife in 1869.
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good and industrious wife.
meat market and butcher, Versailles is a son of David
was born in Cumberland Co., Penn., on the 28th of
and
Dunkel,
Anna
and

assisted

by

A. M.

his

DUNKEL,

;

August, 1844. David, his father, is a native of Pennsylvania, born in Lancaster
he was united in marriage with Anna Frealich in 1832 she is a
in 1803
they came to Ohio in 1851
native of the same State and county, born in 1814
for several
locating in Springfield, Clark Co., where he carried on a butcher-shop
boardingkept
a
he
where
Ohio,
Dayton,
to
moved
and
out
sold
he
when
years,
he rehouse in 1870, he removed to Darke County, locating in Versailles, where
they are the parents of ten children, seven of whom are living,
sides at present
Benjamin, Anna Mr. Dunkel is an
viz., Joseph, David, John, Simon, Aaron M.,
five of his
upright and honest man, a fearless and uncompromising patriot, giving
somTto the service of his country during the great rebellion, four of whom reMr. Dunkels
turned safe at its close, viz., Joseph, David, Aaron M. and Simon
three of David s
father served as a private soldier in the Revolutionary war, and
Aaron M., the subbrothers served in the War of 1812, viz., John, George, Paul.
Cumberland County on
ject of this sketch, is a native of Pennsylvania, born in
came to Ohio with his parents when he was 7
the 28th day of August, 1 844
common-school education he celebrated his
good
a
he received
vears old
Frances
marriage in Dayton, Ohio, on the 3d of December, 1867, with Miss
five children have
January,
1848
of
6th
the
on
born
was
who
A. Pottle,
Dunkel, F.
been born of this union, of whom four are living, viz., D. W.
He came to Versailles in 1870,
J. Dunkel, A. J. E. Dunkel, M. E. Dunkel.
meat marand is now' the leading butcher in the town, having the most complete
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ket in Versailles.

F. L. Dye, the father
Sec. 12; P. O. Versailles.
Sarah Lafevere, his
1808
year
in
the
Ohio,
Co.,
of Horatio, was born in
he came to Darke Co. in the
wife was born in Miami Co., Ohio, in the year 1810
where he continued to reside till the death of his wife, which occurred

HOR VTIO DYE,

farmer,

Miami

;

;

year 1855,
Sydney, Ohio, where he
in September, 1866, after which he sold out and moved to
Horatio, the
married Ann Easty in the year 1868, and at present resides there.
April, 1834
of
day
7th
the
on
Ohio,
Miami
Co.,
in
born
was
subject of this sketch,
on the farm during the
lived with his parents till he was 23 years old, working
summer season and attending the district school in the winter obtained a good
farm of
common-school education. When he was about 23 years old, he bought a
soil on his own
82 acres in the same county, and engaged in the cultivation of the
in marriage to
responsibility, and on the 2d day of December, 1858, was united
16th day of
Perry, in Miami Co.; she was born in Miami Co. on the
;

;

Miss Lucinda
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he remained on his farm about eight years, meeting with good
January. 1835
success, after which he traded his farm for the Zolinger farm, consisting of 72 acres in
Miami Co., two miles west of Piqua. Ohio, on the Clayton pike remained for two
years, after which he sold out for $5,000
this was the most successful trade of
he bought 74 acres in the same county, northeast of Tippecanoe, where
his life
he moved, remaining there for four j-ears sold out for $4,600, and moved to Versailles, Ohio, and engaged in the tanning business for a period of three years,
he then traded the tanyard for a farm of 82 acres, in Wayne
losing about $1,800
Township, Sec. 12, where he has resided ever since. Mr. Dye has, in no sense of
the term, been an office-seeker, }-et he has had his full share of township offices
was elected to the office of Supervisor four or five times School Director for three
he has taken a very active part in religion, being a member of the Presbyyears
terian Church for a period of twenty-three years he and his good and amiable wife
have been active members of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church for about four
years, living devoted and consistent Christians he has held very important offices in
the church while in Piqua he was elected Elder in the First Presbyterian Church,
serving three years was elected President of the " Union Sabbath School Convention "of Darke Co. for one year, and is at present holding the office of Elder in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church Mr. Dye is strictly a temperate man he neither chews
nor smokes tobacco he has, by the help of his industrious wife, accumulated a
considerable amount of property the}- have no children.
Amoses Perry, the
father of Lucinda, was born in South Carolina in the year 1781
emigrated to
Miami Co., Ohio, when he was 21 years old, where he resided until his death, which
occurred in the year 1860
Rachel Long, his wife, was bom in Kentuck}' in the
year 1795 she came with her parents to Miami Co., Ohio, when she was about
she departed this life in the fall of 1865
1 year old
Mr. Peny followed school
teaching, and was elected to the State Legislature in the year 1833
Lucinda is
an active worker in the cause of religion, as well as a strong advocate of temperance also a life member of the American Bible Society.
JOHN E. FACKLER, physician and surgeon, Versailles, Ohio. George
F., the father of John E., was a native of Pennsylvania, born in Lancaster Co. in
1800; he emigrated to Ohio, locating in Miami Co. in 1818; removed to Montgomery Co. where he resided till his death, which occurred in 1864 he was united
in marriage with Elizabeth Christian in 1825
she was a native of Pennsylvania,
born in Lancaster Co. in 1803 she came to Ohio in 1817, locating in Montgomery
John E., the subject of this sketch, is a native of Ohio, born in Miami Co. on
Co.
the 30th of September, 1836 he lived with his parents till he was 22 years of age,
assisting his father on the farm during the summer, and attending school during
the winter, thereby obtaining a good common-school education he then taught
school during the winter and farmed in the summer at the age of 22, he entered
the office of Dr. Gr. V. Dorsey and commenced the study of medicine, and in 1863
he graduated at the Ohio Medical College he then opened an office in El Dorado,
Preble Co., but only remained there a few months, when he went to Webster, Darke
Co., where he remained until 1869, when he removed to Dayton, Ohio, remaining
till 1870, after which he removed to Versailles, Ohio, where he now resides, having a
large and lucrative practice. He celebrated his first marriage with B. Lizzie Rogers,
in 1866, in Miami Co.; two children were born to this union, viz.: Susan Edith,
born in 1867 Georgiana Henriette, born inl868. On the 20th of June, 1870, the
messenger of death entered this peaceful and interesting little family, removing from
earth to heaven Lizzie, his wife, who was a good wife and a loving mother in
1871, he celebrated his second marriage, with Pernina Beny, in Greenville, Ohio
three children have been born to them, viz.: Volncy N., born in 1872 Clement I.,
in 1874 Jane C, in 1877.
The Doctor is strictly temperate in all his habits the
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writer in looking over his diary

came across the following language: " Feb. 12, 1863.
From this da}- forth and forever, I will not smoke nor use tobacco in any form."
" Oct. 26, 1864.
This evening I cast my eyes on the top of this page I now have
;
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remark that it was almost one year subsequent to the
and entirety overcame the habit of using tobacco."

estate that I succeeded in

to

GEORGE

P. 0. Versailles.
John Fletcher,
E. FLETCHER, farmer, Sec. 21
the father of George E., was born in Pennsylvania in the year 1785 Catharine,
his wife, was born in Virginia he emigrated to Greene Co., Ohio, in the year 1835,
remaining there but a short time, after which he bought a farm of 160 acres in
Darke Co., Ohio, Wayne Township, remaining there till his death, which occurred
Catharine, his wife, died in Virginia in the year 1826.
in the year 1840
George
E., the subject of this sketch, was born in Virginia in Henrico Co., on the 18th
day of October, 1818 he came with his grandfather to Ohio in the year 1833,
being only 15 years old he lived with his grandparents, working on the farm and
attending school during the winter, obtaining a good common-school education
he worked for his grandparents till he was 25 years old, after which he married
[Miss Margret Kinney, Nov. 24, 1842, in Greene Co., Ohio he rented a farm and commenced life on his own responsibility this farm was in Greene Co.; he remained
there for a period of about two years, meeting with good success, after which he
moved to Darke Co., on the banks of the Stillwater, near Webster, where he
remained about nineteen months, moving on the Huddle farm, one-half mile northwest of Webster, where he remained for a period of six years, paying $2.50 per
acre rent he then bought 95 acres in Wayne Township, Sec. 21, where he has
continued to reside ever since when he came, there were 20 acres cleared
Mr.
Fletcher commenced life with but little of this world's goods, but by hard labor,
frugality, temperate habits and the assistance of his good wife, has accumulated a
considerable amount of propert}', and is now enjoying the comforts of his earnings
Mr. Fletcher was left an orphan, hence has passed through the trials and hardhe has held the office of Township Trustee one
ships so common to the orphan
year, School Director and Supervisor one year. Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher are members of the German Reformed Church, devoted and consistent Christians,
being highly respected by those who know them nine children were the fruits of
this union, of which four are living, viz.: Mary A., born Oct. 10, 1844; Martha,
Nov. 6, 1848 Peter F., Aug. 27, 1853 Alivilda, Sept. 30, 1855.
The subject of this
J. P. GORDON, physician and surgeon, Versailles.
sketch is a native of Ohio, born in Warren, Trumbull Co., on the 1st da}T of April,
1822 is of Scotch-Irish parentage on the paternal side, and French on the maternal side
his grandfather Gordon was one of the pioneers of the Northwestern
Territory, settling in what is known as Mahoning Co. in 1792 and in 1812, he
and the father of J. P. Gordon were the only ones out of nineteen men that could
be spared from Ashtabula Co., where he had removed, to go as volunteers in
defense of the country. J. P. was raised in the lap of adversity, and from 16
years of age, when he went to Marion Co., he had to shift for himself sometimes
the cold winds of adversity would almost chill him, and bend him to the earth, but
on the passing away of the storm he would take courage and try to forget the
past he acquired such an education as the common schools afforded at the time
graduating from the same cabin, and in the same class with the Rev. S. P. Carleton.
the great linguist said to be in Mr. Gordon's own words, speaking of this period.
"
commenced at crucifix and ended at stofix and bramble, each term, with an
occasional touch of Daboll and Murray, and every Saturday special reading from
the American Preceptor.' " In 1842, he went to Delaware, Ohio, where he attended
the academy, and the Ohio Wesleyan University, where he remained twenty months,
paying his tuition by cutting wood Saturdays, and hunting coons at night, which
was fine sport, yet a slow way to obtain tuition money he then went to what is
now known as Spring Valley, Greene Co., Ohio, with George Barrett, father of the
Hon. J. M. Barrett, now of that place, and for six years he had no fixed home
he taught school during the winter,
studied medicine the best he could till 1847
and shoved the trowel in the summer, and at very low wages taught seventy-two
days for a quarter, and boarded around for $12 per month finished the study of
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medicine with Drs. Hams and Hartman, of Spring Valley, and received his license
as a practicing physician from the County Medical Society in 1849.
On the
13th day of April, 1848, he celebrated his marriage with Elizabeth Herr, of Greene
Co., moved to Webster. Darke Co., Ohio, Feb. 2, 1852, and commenced the practice of medicine, where he had even' old woman, and every old granny of a man
that ever heard tell of Sam Thompson or lobelia, as competitors, and as there was
no prospect of Webster becoming a city for some time, he pulled up stakes, and
anchored at his present place of business in a cabin Jan. 1, 1857, on the lot formerly owned by the " Hardshell Baptist.*' the third church built in the county the
corner-stone still remains as a landmark, on which he in his pious moments sits
in silent meditation for better or for worse, cracking hickory nuts.
The Doctor has
been married twice his second marriage was celebrated on the 5th of January, 1876,
with Miss Vina Jester, of Miami Co., Ohio.
The Doctor has practiced medicine
for thirty years, and has accumulated some property, but is happy in the thought
that he has never squeezed the last dollar out of the poor has gone many miles
through the storm and mud for which he has not received his reward unless it be
in gratitude.
HESS, Agent C, C, C.
I. R. R, and Manager of Western Union
Telegraph Company. Versailles, Ohio. Mathias, the father of John, is a native
of Pennsylvania, born in Fa}7 ette Co. in about 1818. Hesther, his wife, whose
maiden name was Stevenson, is a native of Pennsylvania, born in Fayette Co. in
about 1828 they reside near Brownsville, Penn.. and are the parents of fourteen
children, of whom thirteen are living, viz., Elizabeth, William. John, Nancy J.,
Rosanah, Enoch, Caroline, Aaron, Freeman, Eliza, George, Mary and Isabell.
John, the subject of this memoir, is a native of Pennsylvania, born in Fayette Co.
on the 12th of November, 1848 lived at home till he was 21 j'ears old, assisting
his father in the cultivation of the soil during the summer, and attending the district school in the winter months, thereby obtaining a good common-school education.
In February, 1869, he came to Darke Co., Ohio, locating in Greenville,
where he obtained a position as clerk in the post office, where he remained about
sixteen months, after which he entered the office of the D. & U.
R, at Union
City, Ind.. with
T. Johnson, but only remained there three months, when he
obtained a position as night-operator in Versailles. Ohio, which office he filled for
two and a half months, when he was appointed ticket and freight agent, also
manager of the Western Union Telegraph, which gave him control of the station.
Mr. Hess is a young man, and is well qualified for the position he fills, and is held
in high esteem by the officials of the C, C, C. & I. R}T Co.
He celebrated his
marriage on the 14th of October, 1873, with Miss Laura A. Wentworth. daughter
of Egbert N. and Cynthia A. Wentworth, who was born in Darke Co. March 3,
1854.
Three children have been born to this union, viz.
Pearle, born
Aug. 3, 1874 Earry Gordon, Nov. 15. 1875 Bessie L., Jan. 5. 1880.
"DANIEL HOLE, farmer; P. 0. Versailles. William, the father of Daniel,
was a native of Virginia, born on the 28th of April. 1759 he married Miss Ruth
Crane, who was born in New Jersey on the 23d of March, 17U7
they emigrated
to Kentucky in 1787. locating near Lexington, Fayette County, traveling
the entire distance from New Jersey on horseback while in Kentucky, they were
annoyed a great deal by the Indians, and upon one occasion Mr. Hole came very
near having his scalp taken by them
while out one day. gathering wild plums.
he was attacked by one of the "redskins.'' who shot at him. giving him a tlesh
wound in the arm, and us Mr. Hole did not have any firearms with him, he concluded it would he letter for him to make his way back to the fort so. dropping
his basket of plums, he started at lightning speed through the w oods, the Indian
pursuing him with tomahawk upraised ready to fell him whenever the opportunity presented itself: but William ran for life, making his way to the fort in
safety, while the Indian skulked ofFin dismay to think that the "pale-face" could
outwind him Mr. Hole resided in Kentucky for about two years, after which he
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removed to Ft. Washington, now Cincinnati, Ohio, where he obtained a lot by
selling and improving the same, where he resided for a period of about five years,
when he removed to Montgomery County, locating one mile east of the present
Miamisburg, which at that time was a trading-post or station he remained there
till his death, which occurred on the 25th of February, 1830
Ruth, his wife,
departed this life in Fountain City, Ind., in the year 1852, at the advanced age of
Daniel, the subject of this memoir, is a native of Ohio, born in Montgomery
85.
County on the 11th of December, 1805 lived with his parents till he was 22 years
of age, assisting his father in the great task of clearing and opening up a farm
he did not have the advantage of schools, as in those days there was not even a
;

;

;

;

subscription school in the whole county.
On the 24th of Jul}', 1827, he celebrated his marriage with Miss Hannah Bartlett, and during the fall of the same
year they moved on his father's farm, their household furniture consisting of two
beds, one set of pot-metal knives and forks, one stew-kettle and skillet, one set
cups and saucers, and one big iron kettle, using a box for a table he resided on
his father's farm for about three years, after which he moved to Miami County,
locating near Clayton in an old log cabin which was situated in the woods
he
now commenced the herculean task of clearing and opening up a farm he only
remained there about eighteen months, when he removed to Darke Count}', locating in Wayne Township, Sec. 24, where he has resided ever since when he moved
to his present place of residence, he found it all under heavy timber
this was in
1831 he erected a cabin in the woods, and began the task of opening up a farm
the tract of land consisted of 80 acres, for which he paid $1.25 per acre.
Mr.
Hole has, with the help of his good and industrious wife, accumulated a considerthey hold to the Universalist faith, knowing that
able amount of property
God is a God of love, and will finally gather all his children home, not to a sectarian heaven, but a heaven for all
nine children have been born to them, of whom
Huldah, born May 17, 1828; David, June 11, 1829; Jay
six are living, viz.
Catharine, June 11, 1838
Oct. 23, 1832
John B., Feb. 25, 1842 Mary E., Sept'
Mrs. Hole was born in Montgomery County, Ohio, one mile west of
9, 1844.
Miamisburg, on the 23d of November, 1810.
L. C. KLIPSTINE, teacher, Sec. 32
P. O. Webster.
William, his father, is a
native Prussian, born near Leipsic in 1828; he came to America with his parents
when he was about 6 years old, landing in New York, and in 1835 he came to Darke
County, locating in Wayne Township, near Webster, Sec. 29, where he has resided
ever since. In 1849 he, with several others, crossed the Plains to California in
search of gold, being six months in crossing
he remained there about thirteen
months, meeting with fair success, after which he returned by the Isthmus of
Panama. He married Miss L. Haack, who is a native of Prussia the}' are the
parents of six children, viz., John, William, Amos, Callie, Clara and Lewis C.
The subject of this sketch was born in Darke County on the 6th of May, 1854
he spent his boyhood days on the farm, assisting his father in the cultivation of
the soil he received his preparatory education in the district schools, after which
he attended the Versailles High School, where he received a good academic education.
On the 26th of September, 1878, he celebrated his marriage with Rosa B.
Kinney, daughter of Robert M. and Mary Kinney
she was born on the 17th of
August, 1854 after his marriage, he moved on his farm, where he had erected a
beautiful two-story brick house.
Mr. Klipstine taught his first school when he
was only 16 years old, in Shelby County, in the swamps, the schoolhouse beinonearly surrounded by water he labored faithfully for six months, giving universal
satisfaction, and at the close of the term the patrons insisted that he should continue, but on account of the gloomy sui-roundings, he declined their liberal offer
he has taught sixty months altogether, the field of labor being the counties of
Shelby, Miami and Darke, and at present is teaching the Webster school
he
teaches during the winter and farms in the summer is a member of the Lutheran
Church, his wife being a member of the German Reform Church
they have a
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host of friends and are held in high esteem by all who know them is strictly
temperate in all his habits. Mr. Klipstine has traveled over nine different States
he has also visited all the largest cities in the United
and a part of Canada
;

;

States.
1

ANCIS KUSNICK,

banker, druggist and lumber dealer, Versailles, Ohio
Porentry, Switzerland, Dec. 16, 1837
left his native country when
but 20 years of age and came to America, an entire stranger, in a strange, vet
had but little of this world's goods, hut being in possession of a
hospitable land
classical education and an indomitable will to fight the battles of this life manly,
has by his industry and strict temperance habits accumulated a huge fortune
Mr.
Kusnick first located in Chicago. 111., where he practiced medicine for two years, after
which he moved to Versailles, in the spring of 1861, where he has continued to
reside ever since practiced medicine here for seven years with good success giving
up the practice of medicine he engaged in the drug business and lumber trade, to
which he added an exchange bank, doing a business of about $300,000 a year.
Was united in marriage to Miss Josephine Royon, in Russia, Shelby Co., Ohio, in
seven children were the fruits of this union, viz.: Leopold F.. born
the year 1861
Mary C. (deAug. 10, 1862 Louis E., Oct. 1, 1863 Frank J., Feb. 11, 1865
Adolphine F., Sept. 30, 1872 Sidonie J., Sept. 24, 1874
ceased), Feb. 7, 1870
Joseph J., June 11, 1878 Mr. Kusnick takes a very active part in religion, being
one of the leading members of the Roman Catholic Church, to whom all look
contributes largely to charitable institutions, and shows his sympathy
for advice
served as Township Treasurer for several terms.
to the poor by donating liberally
L. LEHMAN, teacher, Versailles, )hio.
Jacob, his father, is
he
a native of Ohio, born in Covington, Miami Co., on the 1st of January, 1825
received a good common-school education celebrated his marriage with Jemima
he came to Darke Co. in 1856,
Sullenberger, on the 25th day of November, 1851
and at present resides in Versailles they are the parents of thirteen children,
of whom nine are living, viz., Maggie A., Eugene, Columbus, Oliver H., Luella,
Morrie, Addie L., Mary and Lawrence L., the subject of our sketch, who was born
received his preparatory education in the common
in Miami Co., Ohio, in 1852
schools, after which he entered the Ohio Central Normal School, in Worthington,
he
Ohio, from which he graduated in 1874, receiving a good academic education
taught school when he was only 16 years old, thereby helping to support the
he is at present reading law with T. A. Burns, of
family, it being very large
Versa les
LONG; farmer, Sec. 17; P. O.Versailles. Stephen Long,
the father of Washington, was born in Kentucky, on the 8th day of August, 1798,
and emigrated to Miami Co., Ohio, in the year 1806, where he farmed for a period
of about twenty-eight years moved to Darke Co., Wayne Township, Sec. 17, where
he resided till his death, which occurred on the 29th day of December, 1854.
Sarah, his wife, died on the 27th day of December, 1871, on the old home farm.
Washington hong, the subject of this sketch, was born in Miami Co., Ohio, on the
15th day of October, .1823 came with his parents to Darke Co. in the year 1834,
where he has continued to reside ever since he worked on the farm till he
arrived at the years of his majority however, in the mean time attending the diswent before the Board
trict school, obtaining a good common-school education
of Examiners, obtained a certificate, and taught his first school when only 22 years
of age, now thirty-four years ago, receiving for his labor the enormous salary of
$10 per month; continued to teach during the winter months, working on the farm
in the summer, for a period of about eleven years, with good success, giving entire
Mr. Long is quite an active worker in the cause
satisfaction wherever he taught.
of religion and temperance, being a member of the Christian Church for a period
of about twenty years his religious impressions were mainly due to his mother,
who was a pious, thrifty and hard-working woman, given to saving, and devoted
His father was a minister of the Gospel, being a regular ordained
to her family.
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Versailles, at that time, contained only about
minister of the Christian Church.
Mr. Long is not in
Jacksonville.
three families the settlement was then called
offices much of the
any sense of the term an office-seeker, yet he has held various
Trustee, Assessor, and
time during his residence in Darke Co., viz. Township
ticket for Representative of
the fall of 1879, was a candidate on the Democratic
Legislature, and was elected by an
the Twelfth Congressional District to the State
and is beloved by all who know
friends,
warm
overwhelming majority has many
;

m

;

accumulated
has by his industry, and the help of his good and amiable wife,
twice first, to
married
been
has
Long
Mr.
property.
of
amount
a considerable
was born to them,
Miss Susan M. Lyons, on the 1st day of May, 1862 one child
Susan M. Long
1862
December,
of
day
19th
the
on
born
N.,
Joseph
viz
of four years
period
a
After
1
862.
December,
of
27th
day
departed this life on the
on the 16th day ot
he married Miss Polly Brewer, the nuptials being celebrated
of December, 1832.
October 1866 she was born in Darke Co., Ohio, on the 6th day
August, 1806 she
Elizabeth Brewer, her mother, was born on the 24th day of
two children were the result of
departed this life on the 24th day of July, 1864
23d day of July, 186 7; the
the
on
born
was
J.
Ellen
his second marriage, viz.
came to Wayne Townother was not named—died in infancy. When Mr. Long

him
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;

;
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now Versailles, there
ship there were but three families living in Jacksonville,
now has 200 acres,
he
tract
the
on
land
being only about ten acres of cleared
;

valued at $50 per

acre.

Kayfurniture dealer and undertaker, Versailles.
Montgomery Co. on
the father of Leonard, was a native of Ohio, born in
He was united in marriage with Miss Elizabeth Backthe 29th of \uo-ust 1824.
to
man in Dayton, Ohio, in April, 1845 in 1850, he with his little family, moved
s old mill,
Darke Co locating on the west bank of Swamp Creek, opposite Bower
years old
where he resided till his death, which occurred in 1855, being only 31
years of age Mr. Marker
his wife preceded him about ten months, being only 29
amount ot
althouoh a young man when he died, had accumulated considerable
square-dealing
a
and
industrious
honest,
strictly
property and was known as being
the Peace of the township
citizen, filling several offices of trust, being Justice of
twenty who organized
about
of
band
little
a
of
one
was
he
lived
in which he
and one of the prinVersailles Lodge, No. 286, I. 0. 0. E., being a charter member
the oeauthe order
cipal officers of the lodge when he died he was buried by
monuhandsome
a
where
county,
this
in
Brock,
of
south
tiful little cemetery just
to rest
ment marks the resting-place of himself and wife he sank peacefully
of this sketch,
beloved and honored by all who knew him. Leonard, the subject
and at the
1846.
June,
of
9th
the
on
Co.
is a native of Ohio, born in Montgomery
and at the age ot 9
age of 4 years was taken with his parents to Darke Co.,
were left orphans
he with two brothers and a sister, all younger than himself,
but here the fraternity which had
thrust upon the cold charities of the world
were prowatched over and cared for their father was at hand, and good homes
Co., with
Montgomery
to
uncle
an
by
taken
was
vided for them all, and Leonard
was 19 years old, when he commenced the furniture trade

LEONARD MARKER,

mon J

;

;

;

;

m

;

;

;

whom

he lived until he
age of 21, in 1868, launched
in Versailles, Ohio, as an apprentice boy, and at the
own resources tor several
his
on
business
out in the furniture and undertaking
will and that stern,
years adversity stared him in the face, but with an indomitable
surmounted many
and
on
pressed
he
him,
characterizes
"never <nve up" which
in connection with his
business
difficulties, and is now doing a good, lucrative
modern appliances
increasing furniture trade, he has a fine hearse, and, with all the
putting away the
and
care
taking
the
for
of
he is continually coming in possession
;

;

Darke Co.: he is comfortdead, he is becoming the leading undertaker of northern
the
street
East
on
rooms
commodious
and
new
his
ably located in
daughter ot
spring of 1869, he celebrated his marriage with Miss E. Gertie Reed,
Eugenie
James H. Reed, of Versailles they have a family of three children, viz.,
in his
trust
of
offices
several
filled
has
Marker
Mr.
Grace James Reed. Maud.

Mam

;

;

m
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he is a member of the Masonic Fraternity, also of Versailles Lodge,
No. 286, I. O. 0. P., of which his father was a charter member he has taken
all the higher degrees of the encampment, and has several times filled the honorable office of the D. D. Grand Patriarch of the Encampment.
MARTIN MARKER, farmer and stock-raiser Sec. 13 P. 0. Versailles,
Ohio.
George, his father, was a native of Maryland, horn in Frederick Co., on the
19th of June, 1782
he emigrated to Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1823, where he
resided till his death, which occurred on the 29th of November, 1850.
Margaret,
his wife, died in Preble Co., Ohio, at the advanced age of 84 years.
Martin, the
subject of this sketch, is one of the old settlers of Darke Co., being a native of
Maryland, born in Frederick Co.. on the 15th of June, 1815 came with his parents
to Montgomery Co., Ohio, when he was about 7 years old, where he spent his boyhood days on his father's farm he received his education in the subscription
schools of Montgomery Co.
On the 30th of May, 1837, he celebrated his marriage, in Montgomery Co., with Margaret Weaver, who is a native of Ohio, born
in Montgomery Co., on the 18th of January. 1818
shortly after his marriage, he
rented a farm, on which he remained about two years, when he took a lease in
Butler Township, Darke Co., but only remained six months, when he moved on a
tract of land in York Township, consisting of 94 acres, which his father-in-law
gave him in lieu of $100 he erected a log cabin and began the laborious task of
opening up a farm he cleared and put under cultivation about 40 acres. He
traded his farm for a saw and flouring mill, known as the " John Hole Mill,"
which he operated about ten years, but, accidentally, was forced into a law-suit,
in which he lost almost the entire property.
He then leased 70 acres in York
Township for three years, and, in a short time, he purchased the tract for $600,
paying $10 down, which was every cent that he possessed but, at the expiration
of the three years, he had paid out. He then purchased 80 acres more, paying
$400, and, in a few 3'ears, he erected a brick house and cleared 60 acres.
In 1850,
he sold out to his brother Raymond for $1,700 he then purchased 164 acres,
where he now resides. In 1863, he sold out, and purchased 240 acres in Cedar
Co., Iowa, where he moved, and, in a short time, he added 280 acres more, making
in all 520 acres, 120 of which was timber land.
In 1866, he sold the entire body,
at a gain of nearly $6,000
he then removed to Darke Co., on the old farm, the
party failing to pay for it, where he has continued to reside ever since he
erected a bank-barn, 70x40 feet, at a cost of $2,500, also a very large two-story
brick house, and raised an orchard of 300 bearing fruit-trees
the farm contains
164 acres, valued at $16,000. He has given his children, in lands and money,
about $11,000, all of which he and his good and amiable wife have accumulated
by their hard labor, having passed through the many struggles, trials and dangers
so common to the pioneer of the West.
They have been members of the Lutheran Church for upward of forty-five years.
Mr. Marker has had his full share
of township offices since his residence in the county, viz.
In 1851, he was elected
District Assessor, he platted and appraised the lands in five townships, viz.,
Wayne, Richland, York, Wabash and Patterson, which lie performed in 102
days, receiving a compensation of $204
his work was received with universal
satisfaction by the people
he is also known as the best and most successful auctioneer in the county.
He relates many thrilling incidents of his early life in
Darke Co., which the writer would have been pleased to mention, but, for
the want of space, had to omit.
Margaret, his wife, should have special mention
for her heroic deeds, as she has shared the storms as well as the calms, the joys
as well as the sorrows she is the mother of eleven children, of whom nine are
living, viz.
Lovina S., born Feb. 12, 1838 Martin V. June 27, 1841
Mary,
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March 27.1843; Emanuel, Sept. 12,1845; Martha J., May 25, 1851; Luciuda
and Malinda (twins), March 12, 1855 Josiah, March 28, 1858; Amanda, Nov. 9, 1872.
;

WILLIAM H. MURPHY,
Murphy & Co., Versailles, Ohio

banker and lumber dealer, of the firm of Kusnick,
was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, on the 6th
;
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he lived with his grandmother until her death which
and day for different
occurred in the year 1831 worked on the farm by the month
years old, when he
about
17
was
he
until
labor
of
kinds
all
performing
persons
for a period ot
same
the
at
continuing
trade,
carpenter's
commenced to learn the
out, and engaged in
about eio-ht years, meeting with good success, after which he sold
moved to Covington, Ohio,
farming till the year 1862, when he sold his farm, and
followed for about oneand eno-ao-ed in the grocery and provision trade, which he
purchased a farm, in Sec.
he
where
Township,
Wayne
heathen
to
removed
year
on the hardware busi19 near the corporation of Versailles farmed, and carried
period
sold his farm and continued the hardware business for a
ness in Versailles
himself
connected
and
store
his
out
sold
success
fair
with
years,
of about six
Kusnick since having
with the bank on the 1st of January, 1878, with Francis
Mr.
in Versailles
lumber-yard
only
the
is
which
business—
lumber
the
added
battles
the
fight
to
world
cold
in
the
out
thrust
being
orphan,
Murphy was left an
nerve, gaining the victory,
of life alone which he has braved through with unflinching
he has accumulated
which
fortune,
handsome
of
a
reward
the
reaping
and is now
He has in
education.
by his own hard labor he obtained a good common-school
his full share
no sense of the word been a political aspirant, although he has had
term as Justice of
of township offices while living in Miami Co., he served one
in Wayne Township,
the Peace also served as Township Trustee two years and
period of nine
where he now resides, has held the office of Justice of the Peace for a
Trustee, and
Township
as
years
two
and
term
years, and is now serving his fourth
man, and is
Township Treasurer one year he is a live, energetic, thorough business
incistruggles,
many
the
passed
has
Squire
The
him.
know
beloved by all who
West, and is to-day
dents and dangers so common to the early pioneers of the great
of the Chrishardy and robust at the ripe old age of 62 was an active member
from the
withdrew
he
when
rebellion,
great
the
of
tian Church at the breaking out
day of January.
church. Was united in marriage to Miss Mary Sipe on the 7th
Catharine, born Oct.
1838 thirteen children were the fruits of this union, viz.:
Simon, Sept. 15. 1842
Leander, March 12, 1840 Sarah, April 19, 1841
3 1838
Mary
Angeline, April 1, 1844 John, May 10, 1845 William H.. June 19 1847
Sept.
Elizabeth,
1853
March
27,
Esther,
1851
Aug.
4,
Nov 20 1849 Ellen,
Sept,
26' 1855
Susan, Aug. 21, 1857 Joseph, Aug. 6, 1860. Mary, his wife, died
30' 1862
was united in marriage to Mrs. Mary Arnold (whose maiden name was
Co.,
Thompson), on the 8th day of February, 1864 she was born in Montgomery
four miles
Ohio on the 8th day of July, 1823. Leander, his eldest son, who lived
business, who
southeast of Columbia City, Ind., went to see a neighbor, on some
heard of since this
lived about three-quarters of a mile off, and has never been
diffiwas on the night of the 4th of December, 1866 it seems that he had some
supposed
is
it
obtained
be
not
could
which
of
culty with the gentleman, the facts
the same day.
that he was murdered his father received a letter from him on
or four days
three
in
well,
and,
very
along
getting
and
well,
stating that he was
conveying the sad news
after, Mr. Murphy received a letter from Leander s cousin,
found he left all
that 'his son had very suddenly disappeared, and could not be
working.
was
he
where
place
his effects at home, or the
WILLIAM H. RIKE, physician, Versailles. Henry, his father, was born
he married Rebecca Dowler, who was born
in Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1822
William H., the subject of this sketch, was born
in Miami Co., Ohio, in 1824.
his father on the
in Miami Co., Ohio, on a farm, Dec. 3, 1850; he assisted
in the winter,
school
district
the
attended
and
months^
summer
farm during the
the
obtaining a good common-school education, and at the age of 19 he entered
a
Piqua school, where he finished his literary education he then taught school for
period of four years, in the mean time studying medicine under the instructions
of Dr. J. Harrison, of Covington, Ohio he graduated at the Ohio Medical College.
March, 2, 1876. and immediatelv thereafter, took up his residence in Versailles, for
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the purpose of following his profession; he now has a good, lucrative practice.
He celebrated his marriage, in 1876, with Emma V. Fetter, in Miami Co., Ohio,
who was horn Sep). 9, 1851 one child has been born to this union, viz., Venus
Blanche, born August 15, 1878.
LI Ml SEIBT, merchant, Webster.
F. T. Seibt, the father of Adolph,
was born in Bautzen, Saxony, Germany, in the year 1804 he emigrated to America, landing in New York, in the year 1830
went to Cincinnati, Ohio, and enlisted
in a company of traders, known as the " Hudson Bay Company," whose business
was to obtain furs from the Indians served about eighteen months this was in the
year 1832. Mr. Seibt, while a single man, and after he was mustered out of the
company, traveled through the country fixing watches and clocks, and it was while
he was engaged in this business, that he met Miss Erdmute Schmidt, at a farmer's
house it was then that the law of affinity asserted her divine right, and they were
united in marriage in a short time he moved to Darke Co., Ohio, where Webster
now stands, but at that time a wilderness this was in the year 1836 erected a
storeroom in the course of time, and engaged in the dry-goods business, etc., which
he followed till his death, which occurred on the 14th day of October, 1874 was married in the year 1836.
Mr. Seibt was Postmaster in Webster for a period of twenty
years.
Adolph, the subject of this sketch, was born in Webster, on the 18th day
of August, 1847 he lived with his parents, working on the farm during the summer season, and attended the district school in the winter months, till he was about
20 years old, when he attended the Commercial College of Dayton, Ohio, for
three months.
Mr. Seibt has made one trip to Germany, remaining two years, during which time he attended the grammar school of the city of Bautzen, obtaining a
returned home, and at the death of his father, he took charge of the
g< id education
store, and stocked it throughout with an entire new stock, and commenced business on his own responsibility, where he has continued to operate ever since, with
a full line of dry goods, groceries, boots and shoes, etc. was united in marriage to
Miss Maggie E. Battie, in Darke Co., Ohio, on the 25th day of May. 1871 she
was born in Darke Co. on the 20th da}^ of October, 1844 they have had five children,
viz.:
Christiana, born March 17, 1872; Loranda, Oct. 25, 1874; Ida, Aug. 6.
1878 Willie F., Aug. 10, 1879. Mr. Seibt has a great many friends, and is
beloved by all who know him
his mother, Christiana, was born in Bautzen.
Saxony. Germany, on the 24th day of December 1810; she lives with her son, Adolph
is 69 years old, and is enjoying good health.
S. SIMON, merchant, Versailles.
George S. Simon, the father of John
S., came to this country at a very early day, and settled at Versailles in the year
1839, where he has continued to reside ever since.
John S.. the subject of this
sketch, was born in Versailles. Ohio, July 27, 1847
assisted his father in the
store when but a very small boy. in fact, was brought up behind the counter:
attended the village school during the winter season, in which he obtained a good
common-school education clerked for his father in the store for seventeen j*ears,
applying himself very closely to business.
After this the entire stock was transferred to him. when he commenced business for himself, continuing up to the pre.-<".:•
time, and he lias, by his strictly temperate habits and industry, accumulated
quite a huge fortune.
He carries a very large stock of gents' furnishing goods
and ready-made clothing,
lie was united in marriage to Miss Amanda J. Brush,
in Versailles, April 15. 1867, who was horn in Lockington, Shelby Co., Ohio. July
2,1850.
Two children are the fruits of this union, viz. <i.\Y. Harry, born <)c
Maggie P., Jan. •'!!. 1875- Mr. Simon has never been a political aspirant
14, 1867
although he has held many offices of trust
he was elected Township Clerk when
only 22 years of age, serving three years with much credit to himself: was elected
Justice of the Peace October, 1874, re-elected in 1877, being the youngest Justice
of the Peace ever elected in Versailles
was elected Mayor in the spring (^f 1879,
which office he now holds he has also been a member of the School Board for six
years.
Mr. Simon has many warm friends, and is esteemed by all who know him.
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Samuel W. Stevenson, the
L. M. STEVENSON, teacher, Versailles, Ohio.
his father.
father of L. M., was born in the city of Belfast, Ireland, Oct., 24, 1809
Anthony, was keeper of the King's Cheque on Duties and Customs. His mother,
Sarah, was a descendant of Sir John Cornwall, whose daughter married a French
exile, named La Waie, a Huguenot, who had to fly for his life during the religious
revolts in his native country, and crossed the channel, landing in Ireland, where
he made his home for the remainder of his life. He made the acquaintance of Sir
John Cornwall, while shooting birds in a small strip of timber belonging to the
estate, known as Edendork, about one mile northwest of the town of Dungamour.
County Tyrone, Ireland, and about eigbt miles south of that beautiful body of
his parents being all Protestants, he received his early religwater, Lough Neagh)
ious instructions in the creed of the established Church of England, and, in his early
training, had inculcated the hereditary hatred of the Papists so common on the
Island, where but two parties are known, the Papists and the Protestants, the latter
»eing generally known as the " Orangemen," from William, Prince of Orange.
T
boys brought up in such close relationship with marine
Samuel W., like so
so
life, formed a great desire to be a sailor, and have his home on the mighty deep
strong did the desire become, that, at the early age of 14, he left school and apprenticed himself to a sea-captain, for the purpose of becoming a sailor and navigator.
The choice of office had been veiy suitable, and so well did he conduct himself, that he gained the confidence of the commander, and, before the first voyage
;

;

mam

;

was completed, he was promoted to second mate, which office he filled with
His first voyage was
credit to himself, and was promoted to first mate.
made to Cronstadt, Stockholm, thence up the Baltic Sea to St. Petersburg, Russia.
The second was to cross the Atlantic with a miscellaneous cargo to the United States,
in which branch of the service he remained until October, 1829, having landed
first at Pictora, Nova Scotia, on the 9th of July during the night between October
31 and November 1, he was shipwrecked near Eastport, Me., from where he
arrived at Quebec, July 2, 1830 at this time he was engaged in the shipment of
timber, and on the 10th of July, while loading his vessel, he fell from the rigging
to the deck, receiving such severe injuries as to prevent him going to sea afterward he was placed in the Marine hospital at Quebec, known as the Sailors' Hospital, where he remained until he so far recovered from his injuries as to be able
to again earn a livelihood during the time of his illness he heard from home, but.
as an estrangement had arisen between him and his father, he determined not to
return home until he could own and command a vessel of his own being, however,
prevented from going on in his chosen vocation, he never accomplished his purpose
immediately after leaving the hospital he went witli a party to the front," as it
was called, to cut and prepare ship-timber, with a contractor named Raney. in
whose employ he remained one year thinking he could now improve his condition
he quit with "the contractor who tried to defraud him of his year's earnings from
this a vexatious lawsuit arose, which lasted for three years, but was finally
decided in his favor, and the contractor was compelled to pay the amount due
having obtained his money, he started again, but was prostrated at Rochester, N. Y., for nearly a year by sickness, and was able to go to work with
he started
his determination never wavered
only 50 cents in his pocket
in search of something to do, and found it with a civil engineer named Col.
Hovey. with whom he remained for some time, and left his employer with
mutual regret, the Colonel saying. " You think the great El Dorado is Ohio
this remark at once decided him that, be his fortune what it might, he never would
come back in a worse condition financially than he then was, and if his condition
putting his purpose into execution, he
was better he did not wish to return
arrived at Oswego. N. Y. Sept. 5. Is:;."), where he remained for some time, obtaining and finishing several contracts of a canal then being contracted for his desire
to go to Ohio being paramount to all else, he left New York, and arrived in Shelby
County, Ohio, some time in 1838 or 1839 the canal extending from Cincinnati to
;

;
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Toledo being in process of construction, he obtained a contract from Jesse
he again went to ditching, in the prosecution of which he so injured his
yfcClure
he then, by the
health by exposure that he could work no longer physically
having full}' determined to make
solicitation of his friends, began to teach school
the United States his home, he filed his intentions in the Court of Shelby County.
Ohio, on the !>th of November, 1839, and in 1842 received his certificate of citizenship
having once entered upon the vocation of teaching, he was so successful
that he could not withdraw, and his services were in continual demand
he
became somewhat engaged in local politics, serving for several terms as Clerk
of Cynthiaua Township, and was finally brought out as a candidate for the
in this he was defeated by only six votes.
office of Auditor of Shelby Count}'
On the 24th day of December, 1841, he married Mary Ann McClelland,
the elder, Alexander Finley, was born Sept
by whom he had two sons
and the younger, Leander Montgomery, April 12, 1845. After his
4, 1842
marriage, he tried farming, but could not make it a success, and finally
abandoned it altogether.
On the 27th of July, 1847, his wife died, and he
was again cast out upon the world. Leaving his two children with their grandfather, he opened a school in Sidney, Shelby Co.. which he taught with his usual
success, and at the close of the term he engaged with Mr. McGrew to run his line
of boats from Sidney to Cincinnati until the freezing up of the canal, but trade
became so depressed and freight so light that he released Mr. McGrew from the
contract after making two trips to Cincinnati.
Again becoming a pedagogue, he
opened and taught a school in Wapakoneta. the present county seat of Auglaize
He was then called to Houston, Shelby
Co., closing his school in September, 1849.
Co., to take charge of the school there, and in the spring of 1850 he entered a piece
of land in Shelby Co., lying about four miles east of Berlin. He now resumed
teaching during the winter, and in the summer he cleared his land. May 15, 1851,
he married Mary Ellen, the second and only living daughter of Mr. William
English, of Wayne Township, Dai-ke Co.
He now began to keep house a second
time, and during the winter he taught the school near Speer's landing, on the Laramie, about two miles east of Houston, removing in May, 1852, to his " home in
the woods," where he remained until September, when he was again called to take
charge of the school at Wapakoneta and to act as County Examiner. To his great
surprise, he found the same figures on the blackboard that he had placed there in
1849.
He now gave up the project of clearing his farm and gave his whole attention to teaching, serving in this capacity at Hardin, Shelby Co.; Morant, Jefferson
Co., and Versailles, Darke Co., Ohio, from which place he removed May 1, 1856, to
Covington, Miami Co., where he had purchased a small property. There he
remained seven years, and began to accumulate some wealth, purchasing property
This, with his little
in the town, now owned and occupied by D. C. Shellabarger.
farm, he exchanged for what was known as the " Two Mile House," on the Covington and Gettysburg Pike, two miles west of Covington.
In March, 1864, he sold
out and removed to Versailles, Darke Co., purchasing a farm about two miles
northwest of the town, where he resided until Nov. 7, 1872, when he again removed
to Hill Grove, near Union City, Ind., where he took charge of the flouring
mill, for which he had exchanged his farm.
He remained here until June
when he again returned to Versailles and lived with his younger
7, 1873,
son until his death. May 31, 1876. During life, he was always an upright
and honest man, a fearless and uncompromising patriot, giving both his sons
to the service of his country during the war. both of whom returned safe at its
close.
He finally sank peacefully to rest, sincerely mourned by many loved,
honored and respected by all. Leander M. Stevenson, whose name heads this
sketch, is a young man of fine address, and possesses rare abilities as an educator
and instructor, and merits more than a passing notice. As will be seen in his
lather's sketch, he was left an orphan while he was quite young, having passed
through the man}' struggles and trials so common to those that have been left
;
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without the instructions of a loving mother but being of the same turn of mind
keeping
as his father, to dispel the dark clouds that would gather around him, and
the motto steadily in view, "No excellence without labor," he has come oft
more than conqueror, acquiring a good academic education by his own exertion
the writer of this article can truthfully say that he is strictly a self-made man, and
deserves a wider notice than the writer can possibly give on account of space and
When he was 18 years old, he enlisted in the army and went forth in deability.
long
fense of his country, giving two years of his life in hard-fought battles and
and dreary marches when he returned home he entered the " Iron City College,
he also took a course in telegraphy
from which he graduated in April, 1866
On the 1st of May, 1873,
in April, 1879, he made a visit to Ireland and England.
he celebrated his marriage with Mary McKnight, who is a native of Ohio, born in
Darke County, on the 24th day of September, 1855 in September, 1873, he was
where
called and appointed Superintendent of the High School of Versailles, Ohio,
entire
an
out
wrote
he
time
which
during
success,
good
with
years
two
taught
he
&
course of study for the school, which injured his health so that he was compelled
Three children have been born to this union,
to relinquish teaching for two years.
(he was named in honor of the editor
1874
Jan.
born
30,
Lee,
Sir Harcourt
viz.
and publisher of the Brunswick Club, the only Protestant paper in Belfast at that
time ) Edith J., born 2d of October, 1875 Susannah, died Dec. 5, 1878.
was
Hollis
G. W. HOLLIS, Postmaster, Versailles son of J. J. and Sarah
born in Virginia, 1824; settled in this county, 1857. Was married to Lucinda
Osgood of Frankfort, Hampshire Co., Va., 1850 one child, Charles J.
ALFERD MONGEVILLE P. 0. Versailles son of Gerard and Mary Marmarriage
garet Mongeville was born in Darke County, 1850. Was united in
with Ella Yates, of Versailles.
W. H. STOVER, merchant, Versailles son of William and Elizabeth
township,
Stover was born in Montgomery County, Ohio, in 1849 settled in this
three
1875. Was united in marriage with Lucinda Hole, in Versailles, in 1874
children— Maggie Belle, Harvey Gary, Isaiah.
The subject of this
G. W. STUDABAKER, attorney-at-law, Versailles.
memoir is a native of Ohio, born in Darke County, three miles south of
spent his boyhood days on the
Greenville, on the 23d day of September, 1840
spade and
farm, assisting his father in the cultivation of the soil; the plow,
months
ax were implements to which he was no stranger he spent the winter
educacommon-school
good
a
obtained
he
where
school,
district
in attending the
tion.
On the 8th day of Mav, 1854, unfortunately his father died, leaving a
widowed mother and five children to survive the storms of life, without the
In 1857, he became infatuated with what was
parental instructions of a father.
country
then known as the " Kansas fever "—to " go West and grow up with the
left on the 2d day
Jaqua,
Allen
and
Calkins
E.
Rees,
Jacob
with
he in company
divided on
of March for the " Far West," and upon their arrival found the people
strongly opposed
the subject of slavery, and during the Kansas trouble he became
then advocated by
to the extension of slavery, and embraced the principles
the term, always
the Republican party, and became a Radical in the true sense of
rebellion put an end to
great
the
until
slavery,
of
abolition
the
advocating
found
In 1865, he commenced the study of law, under the instructions
the controversy
passed an examof A R Calderwood, at Greenville, Ohio, and in October, 1871.
he was reguwhich
after
Ohio,
Columbus,
of
Court
Supreme
the
ination before
office
admitted as an attorney and counselor at law he then opened a law
;
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and
his profession
in Versailles, Ohio, where he has since lived and practiced
consigned
business
to
attention
strict
and
office,
his
to
by his close application
;

management, he has gained a large and lucrative practice throughout the
before a
county in which he resides, as well as abroad and, as an advocate
ability
natural
his
equal
no
has
he
case,
jury, in presenting his side of the
be
seems to be adapted for the profession of his own solicitation it can truly

to his
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him that he is a self-made man, being strictly temperate in all his habits.
the 11th day of May, 1875, he assisted A. R. Calderwood in the establishment
of the Greenville Sunday Courier, a weekly newspaper which has a wide circulaMr. Studabaker has been identified with the county and township offices
tion.
in the spring of 1873, he was elected to the office of Mayor
since his residence
in Versailles, which office he held for six consecutive years, during which time the
he is also the President of the School Board in the
village grew and prospered
fall of 1875. he was chosen by the Republican party as a candidate for State Senator, the district being composed of the counties of Darke, Shelby and Miami
the district gives about 1,800 Democratic majority, but he was only defeated by
about 1,000. which shows his popularity throughout the district in April, 1861,
he enlisted in Co. K. 11th O. V. I., Col. J. W. Fraizell commanding the regiment.
DAVID W. TAYLOR, farmer, Sec. 17 P. 0. Versailles, Ohio. Joseph TayElizabeth, his
lor, his father, was born in Virginia on the 2d clay of May, 1783
they emigrated to
wife, was born in Virginia, on the 5th of November, 1789
Washington Co., Ohio thence to Darke Co., Ohio, in the fall of 1833. and in the
following spring located in Wayne Township on Sec. 17, where they resided until
his death, which occurred on the 27th day of July, 1842, by falling from a load
Elizabeth, his wife, departed
of hay, breaking his neck, causing instant death.
this life on the old home farm, on the 23d day of February, 1867, at the advanced
age of 78 years. David W., the subject of this sketch, was born in Washington
lived with his parents until their
Co., Ohio, on the 12th day of January, 1825
death, working on the farm during the summer season, and attending the district
school in the winter months, in an old log cabin, with puncheon floor and poles for
obtained a fair common-school education. Mr. Taylor was a kind and
seats
obedient son, taking the best of care of his parents, receiving the old home farm
for his services rendered, which contained 100 acres, to which he has added 50
acres, making in all, 150, of which 120 are being under a good state of cultivation,
and 30 acres of timber land he has, by his industry and frugality, accumulated
he has passed through the many struggles,
a considerable amount of property
dangers, trials and incidents so common to the early settlers of Darke Count}'
is a member of the Christian Church, living a devoted and consistent Christian for
a period of about fifteen years is a firm Republican.
Mr. Taylor has been marfirst, to Miss Hannah Brandon, Feb. 8, 184G-; three children by this
ried twice
union, of whom two are living, viz.: Lydia E. (now Mrs. Christian), born Nov. 17.
lS4ti
Mary A., born April 28, 1848. His second marriage was to Miss Elizabeth
Ward, on the 15th day of April, 1852 she was born in Versailles, Ohio, on the
Eleven children by this union, of whom nine arc
21st day of November, 1832.
Hester, Nov.
living, viz.: Hannah, born Dee, 21, 1854; Joseph, April 10, 185(3
Joseph II., Nov. 27. L859 Margaret, Nov. 11, 1862; William C, Dec.
30, 1857
John T..
19, 1863; Thomas J., died in infancy; David K„ born Nov. 5, 1869
Aug. 25, 1S72 Olive E., Jan. 31, S78 George W. deceased. Hannah Creviston
(her maiden name), the mother of Elizabeth Taylor, was born in Ohio, on the 5th
day of October, 1811. Mrs. David Taylor is a member of the Christian Church,
is a good and kind mother, devoted to her family.
JOHN
TILLMA'N, physician and surgeon, Versailles, Ohio. Joshua.
Cynthia M..
the father of John ('.. is a native of Ohio, horn in Preble Co. in IS2I
his wife, whose maiden name was Estabrook, is a native of .Massachusetts, born in
1822; they resided in Preble Co., Ohio, on a farm and are the parents of ei
children, of whom three are living, viz.: Mollie, Lizzie and John ('.: the subject of
this sketch. who is a native of Ohio, horn in Preble Co. on the 17th day of September 1850; he received his preparatory education in the districl schools of Preble
Co., and completed his course of study in Dayton, Ohio, where he obtained a good
academic education the Doctor is no stranger to the use of all farming implements
e was raised on the farm, hut being of a scientific turn of mind he concluded
to enter another field of labor, and luckily for him he chose the study and practice
said of
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of the whole curriculum of
of medicine, which is the most comprehensive branch
Robison and John
nature and at the age of 23 he entered the office of Drs. D.
and in the spring
medicine,
of
study
the
commenced
and
Ohio,
Ford of Arcanum,
during the same spring he
of 1877 he graduated at the Ohio Medical College
5th of
opened an office in Dawn, Darke Co., where he remained till fall, and on the
Dr.
J. P.
with
partnership
a
formed
he
where
Versailles,
August, 1877, he moved to
the Doctor has quite
Gordon', whose sketch appears in another place in this work
acquaintances.
an extensive practice, and is highly esteemed by his many friends and
On the 25th of November, 1879, he celebrated his marriage with Estella Sweigart,
native of
an accomplished daughter of Henry and Mary A. Sweigart, who is a
habits.
all
his
in
temperate
strictly
is
Doctor
the
1858
Ohio born in December,
GEORGE H. TURPEN; merchant, Versailles. Henry, the father of George
he married
H. was born in Dutchess Co., N. Y., on the 16th of November, 1775
Mary Hubbard, a native of Connecticut, born in Middletown, on the 16th of April,
1780 they resided in New York City for a period of eleven years, and in 1819,
came to Ohio, locating in Warren Co., near Lebanon, where he remained till 1828,
when he moved to Darke Co., locating in what was then called Hunter's Settlealmost an entire
ment, four miles north of Greenville, which at that time was
opened out a
wilderness by perseverance, economy, integrity and hard labor, he
he departed
nice farm he raised a large family, and on the 10th of May, 1839,
1838.
September,
13th
of
the
on
died
wife,
his
Mary,
old.
years
64
this life, being
born in the city
Georo-e H, the subject of this sketch, is a native of York State,
Ohio, when
of New York, on the 7th of October, 1813 came with his parents to
Mr.
schools
common
the
in
education
his
received
he was only 6 years old
many
Turpen is one of Darke Co.'s old pioneers, and has passed through the
the pioneer of the West.
struo-o-les trials, clangers and incidents so common to
He married Margaret White, who was born May 1, 1819 she died on the 26th of
March 1835 he celebrated his second marriage with Anna Pugh, who is a native
he is the father of ten children, of whom five are
Sept. 26, 1816
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of Ohio born

;

Mary Ann, born Sept. 30, 1840
1838
Ancel Hubbard, born Feb. 8, 1851 Lucy
deceased— Sarah Amanda, William M., Cordelia C,

John Henry, born Dec.

living viz

Joseph Connel, born May
Bell, born Dec. 25, 1858;
Margaret, George Alonzo.

5,

1849

14,

;
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;

son of George and Hannah \\ ard was
grocer, Versailles
Darke Co., Sept. 28, 1847. Was married in Versailles to
Simons, 1871 children— Marvin, Mary and Louis Oliver.
P
son of David and Elizabeth
J. C. WILLIAMSON, physician, Versailles
parents
(McGrew) Williamson was born in Greenville Township, Darke Co.
Versailles, in
of
Reed,
Rachel
with
marriage
united
in
Was
1816.
in
settled here

J T

born in

WARD,
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Versailles'

V
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1872
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one

child. Olive

Addrela

Ella.

of
J J. WINBIGLER, teacher, Versailles, Ohio. Samuel Winbigler, the father
Montto
emigrated
January,
1817
City,
Frederick
near
Maryland,
J J was born in
he
gomery Co., Ohio, in the year 1831 remaining there till the year 1844, when
May
1875
occurred
which
death,
4,
till
his
resided
he
where
Co.,
Darke
moved to
Anna M. Weaver, his wife, was born in Montgomery Co., near Miamisburg, Feb. 13,
1821 is still living, beina; 68 years old her mother, Susan Weaver, whose maiden
name 'was Gephart°was born in Berks Co., Penn., October, 1795 and is still living
;
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;
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Elizabeth, her mother, who departed this life in 1864,
at the advanced age of 84.
livwas 95 years and 7 days old had at the time of her death, 90 grandchildren
Wmbigler,
J.
J.
generation.
fourth
the
of
28
and
ing, 310 great grandchildren,
Ohio, on the 25th day of
the' subject of this sketch was born in Montgomery Co.,
working on the farm
old,
years
was
21
till
he
parents
his
with
lived
May, 1839
also
during the summer season, and attending the district school in the winter. He
Beamsville,
attended a select school six months at Jaysville, and three months at
good common-school education. In 1862, he enlisted in the S8th O. V.
obtaining a &
garrison duty was mustered out of duty on
I. Co. D,°for three years, performing
;

;

620

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

1 805
returned home and taught school for a period of two years,
which he bought an interest in a saw-mill, which he operated for about 3
years
sold out and has since followed his profession, teaching during the fall and
winter months, and canvassing in the summer.
Mr. Winbigler has many warm
friends, and is highly esteemed by all who know him
has never been a political
aspirant, although he has had his full share of township offices was Township
Jlerk of York for two terms, and one term as Assessor
was elected Assessor of
Wayne Township in the spring of 1879 is a firm Democrat. Was united in marriage to Miss Susan A. Lyons on the 2d day of October, 1865 four children were
the fruits of this union, of whom three are living, viz. John S., was born on the 29th
day of May, 1867 Armenia J., born on the 9th day of December, 1868 Harry F..
born on the 21st day of November, 1873 Willie L., born on the 19th day of September, 1869
died on the 17th day of September 1870.

the 3d day of July.
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SAMUEL M.WOODS, retired farmer;

Sec. 21 P. 0. Versailles. Henry Woods,
the father of Samuel M., was born in Virginia in the year 1789
Jane, his wife,
was born in Virginia in the year 1790 Mr. Woods emigrated to Hamilton, Co.,
Hrio. in the year 1814, remaining there but three years, after which he moved to
Preble Co., only remaining there a short time, moving to Darke Co., Harrison
Township, in the year 1825, remained there eight years, after which he came to
;

;

;

(

Wayne Township, where

he remained till his death, which occurred on the 3d day
Jane, his wife, departed this life on the 13th day of May, 1841.
Samuel M. Woods, the subject of this sketch, was born in Hamilton Co., Ohio, on
the 9th day of June, 1817 lived with his parents and attended the district school
till he was about 12 years old, after which he went with his parents to Darke Co..
Wayne Township, on the banks of Stillwater, where he only attended school about
six months, there being no public schools in reach, and not a sufficient number of
pupils in the settlement to support a subscription school, and a hard difficulty to
obtain a building suitable for the purpose but by his own exertions has obtained
a fair education.
Wayne Township, at that time, being almost an entire wilderness lived there with his parents, helping to clear and open up a farm till the
year 1846, after which he moved northwest of Webster, on the Huddle tract, in
the same township, living there for about two years
moving on the Mio farm in
the same township, remaining there about three years, and in the fall of 1851.
he moved on a tract of land containing 95 acres, which he bought the year previous, where he has continued to reside ever since there was only about 2 acres
cleared, but by his strict temperate habits and hard labor, connected with the help
of his good and amiable wife, he now has under a good state of cultivation about
80 acres. Mr. and .Mrs. Woods, have passed through the many struggles, dangers
and incidents so common to the pioneer of the West, but with an iron will, and
unflinching nerve, have gained the victory, and are now reaping the reward of a
hard-earned fortune; Mr. Woods has had his full share of township offices, viz..
Trustee for a period of about fifteen years Supervisor. School Director, and served
a term of six years as one of the' Directors of the County Infirmary
is a firm
Democrat. Was united in marriage to Miss Harriet Harrison, on the* 10th day of
October. 1844
she was born in Tennessee on the 17th day of September, L824
twelve children were the fruits of this union, nine of whom are living, viz.: Lewis,
born Oct. 1. 1848; James, Dec. 26, 1849; Julia A.. -Jan. 10, 1852; Franklin,
March 2, L854
Maw. April 10, 1855 Richard, Feb. 1."). 1857 Hannah. Nov. 21.
1858 Martha, Nov. 13, 1860 William. Jan. 12. L863 Clara. May 4, 1865 Eenry
J. and Sarah .J., deceased.
of December, 1853
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BASTINE WORCH,

of the Brandon House, Versailles, Ohio, was born
L833 received a German education, after which he learned
the bakery trade
emigrated to America with his brother George, when but
20 years old; landed in New Fork Aug. 20. 1853; remained but two days in
the city
went to Dayton, Ohio; took sick immediately after arriving and lay
nine months
did not have any money and could not speak a word of English
C.

in

May

Grermany,

17.
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worked on a farm

Montgomery Co., Ohio, for about three years, receiving
the 24th of December, 1857, he was united in marriage with

in

On

$12.50 a month.
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moved to New Madshe was born in Germany Aug. 19, 1836
Darke Co., where he worked at coopering about eight years sold out and
engaged in the mercantile and hotel business, in the same place, for about twelve
kept a boarding-house
sold out, and moved to Greenville March 1, 1877
years
about fourteen months, with good success after which, he moved to Versailles,
where he took charge of the "Brandon House," May 1, 1879, and is doing the
Four children were the fruits of
largest business of any hotel in the village.
Mary Thomas

;

;

ison,

;

;

;

;

Mary

Emma

born March 20, 1859
L., Jan. 14, 1861
R. E., May 1, 1869.
JOSEPH YODER, farmer, Sec. 5; P. 0. Versailles, Ohio was born in
France June 5, 1807 lived with his parents, working on the farm during the
summer and attending school during the winter months, obtaining a good commonschool education after arriving at his majority, commenced framing on his own
responsibility, paying $400 rent per annum for 100 acres of land, and meeting
with fair success; embarked for America March 19, 1833, and after a long
and tedious voyage of three months being lost at one time landed in New York
moved near Utica, N. Y., bought a farm of 20 acres, where he continued
in May
to farm for about two years, sold out and moved to Stark Co., where he resided for a
and, in 1844, he moved to Darke Co., Wayne
period of nine years on a farm
Township, Sec. 5, where he has resided ever since he bought 80 acres first, after
which he added 92 acres, but has since sold 35 acres, leaving 137 acres in a good
when Mr. Yoder moved on his land, it was almost covered
state of cultivation
with water, and not an acre cleared
he built a log cabin, covered it with clapboards and used a puncheon floor, which he split with maul and wedge out of
white-oak timber he has. by his industry, and the help of his amiable wife, accumulated a sufficient amount of this world's goods to keep them the rest of their
days.
Mr. Yoder has taken a very active part in politics, and has always voted
the Republican ticket his religious impressions are mainly due to his mother,
who was a pious, thrifty and hard-working woman, given to saving and devoted to
her family. Was united in marriage to Miss Anna Klopenstine, in France, Oct. 5,
1829
she was born in France Oct. 9, 1810
eight children were born to them, of
whom four are living, viz.: Catharine, born March 7, 1832 Christopher, March
John, Feb. 10, 1847
Mary M., July 7, 1849 Joseph, died Feb. 13, 1848 ;
1, 1835
Barbria, May 18, 1852
Eli, Feb.*26, 1861
Anna, June 9, 1862. Mr. and Mrs.
Yoder have passed through the many struggles, incidents and dangers so common
to the pioneers of the Great West, and are to-day hardy and robust, at the advanced ages of 72 and 69, an aggregate of 141 years having shared the joys of

their marriage, viz.:
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ABRAHAM ARNETT,

Arcanum one of the

settlers ot Darke
and is the son of Henr}and Mary Arnett, natives of Pennsylvania, and removed to Montgomery Co..
when there were but three houses where the city of Dayton now stands, and
resided here till 1827, when he removed to Miami Co., and settled on 160 acres of
land in the green woods our subject assisted his father in clearing and other
farm labor till his 19th year, when he began life for himself, and engaged in farming,
and removed to Darke Co., at an early day and settled on a leased farm, and managed to clear up 50 acres, which he had previously purchased which he
sold, and immediately bought 80 acres adjoining, cleared and
improved,
Co.,

was born

in

farmer

Montgomery

;

;

P. 0.

;

Co., Ohio, Sept. 17, 1825,

;
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again selling out he purchased 116 acres where he now lives, which
a high state of cultivation at the present time, and has first-class
thereon.
Mr Arnctt went out into the world with
buildings erected
no capital save a resolution and determination to win, and by great
industry and perseverance, in which he has been generously assisted by
He was united in marriage with Leah, daughter of Jacob
his industrious wife.
her parents were natives of Maryland and
and Susanna Friend, Sept. 12, 1844
afterward residents of Miami Co.; three children were given to this union, viz.;
Tobias, born Jan. 27, 1846 Sarah A., Jan. 8, 184.*). died Dec. 5, 1860 Margaret, May
8, 1848, departed this life April 8, 1854. Mr. Arnett's father still lives at the advanced
Our subject has filled the office
age of 93 years, and resides in Whitley Co., Ind.
of School Director for nine years in succession, and has been elected Clerk of the
Board. Mr. and Mrs. Arnett are members of the German Baptist Church of twentyfive years' standing, and are consistent Christian people.
SAMUEL M. BAKER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 1 P. 0. Arcanum. The
subject of this sketch was born in Montgomery Co. in 1829, and is a son of Jacob
and Sarah Baker, old residents of Montgomery Co., but natives of Somerset Co.,
Penn. When they removed to Montgomery Co., there .was only one little cabin in
Our subject assisted his father in the duties of the farm till his 19th
Dayton.
He was united in
year, when he began life for himself and engaged in farming.
marriage with Mary, daughter of John and Elizabeth Niswonger, in July, 1849
nine children have been given to this union, viz.: Hollis, born April 22, 1850;
Hamilton, Oct. 25, 1853 Pharis, Sept. 16, 1855 Marv
Sarah lv. May 31, 1851
Susanna, July 10, 1862; Lydia A., Jan.
C., Jan. 23, 1858; Ezra, Feb. 23, 1860
Aldie M., July 1, 1867. Mr. Baker has 162 acres of as fine land as is
28, 1865
to be found in the county, all in a good state of cultivation, with good, comfortable
buildings erected thereon.
BENJAMIN BLACKBURN, deceased. The subject of this memoir is a
martyr of his country. He was a son of Moses and Lydia Blackburn, and a
At
brother of Moses and John Blackburn, whose sketches appear in this work.
his country's call, when the first wild notes of war were echoing and re-echoing
over the land, young Benjamin was among the first to respond to his country's call,
and volunteered in Company B, 110th 0. V. I.; he went bravely and resolutely
Our informant, Mr. D. W. Niswonger, who was a member of
forth to do his duty.
the same regiment, speaks in glowing terms of the bravery and stability of the
To the best of his recollection, he says he was in every engagement
deceased.
the regiment participated in, which was not a few, for the 110th bore the scars of
many a well-fought and nobly contested battle, and we can fearlessly say none bore
In the
the brunt of battle or the fatigue of march better than this gallant band.
battle of Cumberland Gap he was taken prisoner, but his fearlessness and presence of mind enabled him to make his escape. At Monocacy, on the 9th of July,
1864. he was again taken, and imprisoned at Danville, Ya., and afterward in the
pens of torture and suffering at xVndersonville. He was a very robust young man,
naturally cheerful, and bore up nobly under the brutish treatment he received, but
hunger broke his iron will the filth and dirt in the prison made his quarters
worse than a living tomb. He had not clothing to cover his body, nor blankets to
keep him warm during the night, and not a crumb to satisfy his hunger for six
months he withstood this terrible treatment, and during January, 1865, death came
to his relief; his sufferings were ended, and the angels of mercy carried the soul
of a martyr without the prison walls, but the mortal part was left and received
interment where he had suffered so intensely.
.JOHN BLACKBURN, farmer and stock-raiser. The subject of this sketch
was born in this township, Jan. 23, 1835, and is a son of .Moses Blackburn, who
Our subject was
settled here about 1830, and made the first opening on this side.
reared on the farm, and assisted his father in the duties of the farm till he was 26
years of age, when he began life for himself and engaged in farming, which pur-
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has always followed purchased 80 acres of land in 1871, and moved on
1872 it was mostly cleared, and his land is in good cultivation, with fair
improvements he has since purchased 40 acres adjoining the old home place, and
now owns 120 acres. He was united in marriage with Mary, daughter of Joseph
and Sarah Hall, Oct. 13, 186-. Mr. and Mrs. Hall are natives of South Carolina,
and came here in a very early day her mother died at the age of 60 years her
father is still living and resides in this township, aged 81 years they were parents
of sixteen children, of whom nine are living James, John. Tamer, Eliza, Mary.
Amos, Joseph, William and Ezekiel Hall. Our subject began the battle of life
empty-handed, and he has, by hard work, industry and good management, with
the assistance rendered by his industrious and amiable wife, succeeded in making
a good home they are the parents of eight children, of whom seven are living
Amanda, born Dec. 8, 1861 Andrew J.. July 7, 1863; Lvdia A., Jan. 13, 1865;
Laura Bell. Sept. 25. 1870; Harley, Aug. 17. 1872; Hezekiah, Feb. 27, 1875;
Harvey, Feb. 9, 1867, and departed this life Oct. 13, 1871.
Lola, July 25, 1877
Both Mr. and Mrs. Blackburn have been members of the Brethren of Christ
Church for three years, and are exemplar}* Christian people. Mr. Blackburn only
had the advantage of such education as he could procure by his own exertions.
Mrs. Blackburn was born May 3, 1839.
Mr. and Mrs. Hall were both born in
1809; Mrs. Hall departed this life Jan. 12, 1870; Lydia is a member of the
same church is a co-worker with her parents in doing good, and is a very exemsuit he
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MOSES BLACKBURN,

P. O. Potsdam,
farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 21
The subject of this memoir was born on Aug. 22, 1848, and is
a, son of Moses and Lydia Blackburn
his father was born in Lancaster Co.,
Penn., Sept. 22, 1812, and removed to Ohio in 1836, and settled on 80 acres of
wild land, where he resided until his death, which occurred March 31, 1877, aged
64 years and 6 months his mother was born near Hamilton, Ohio, March 25,
1811 they were united in marriage in 1833. Mrs. Blackburn is still living, and
resides on the old home place.
They were the parents of twelve children, of
whom six are living, viz.: Daniel, John, Sarah, William. Abner and Moses the
deceased are Margaret, Benjamin, Elmira (died Aug. 15, 1879), Lydia, Edward
and Hannah. Our subject was reared on the farm, and at the age of 15 he began
life for himself, and was engaged in various pursuits until 1865, wmen he made a
trip to McLean Co., 111., where he remained about one year, and then returned to
Ohio he purchased 45 acres of land where he now resides, in October, 1873 he
was united in marriage with Miss Mar}' E., daughter of Jacob and Martha Isenbaugh, Dec. 21, 1871 her parents were residents of Miami County and natives of
Ohio her mother departed this life June 14, 1855, aged 27 years 4 months and
4 days. Mr. and Mrs. Blackburn are the parents of four children, viz.: Charley,
born Nov. 19, 1873 George, born Oct. 10, 1875 Anna, born Nov. 4. 1877 Cora,
born Aug. 24, 1872, and departed this life Aug. 26 of the same year, and
Harvey, born Jan. 17, 1880. Mrs. Blackburn was born May 23, 1850 Mr. Izenbaugh was born May 14, 1822 Mrs. Izenbaugh was born Oct. 10, 1827 they
were the parents of three children, viz.: Matilda J., Martha A. and Mary E.; his
second marriage was consummated with Mary E. Knee, who was born March 22.
1836, and are the parents of six children, viz.: Joseph, now deceased, Awdine,
Catherine B., Laura E., Florence M. and Jesse.
Mr. and Mrs. Blackburn have
been members of the Brethren-in-Christ Church for three years they are leading
members of the church, and are exemplary Christian people. This denomination
have a regular organization, just below Georgetown, of eighty visible members,
and are presided over by the Rev. George Wright Abraham Wright, Elder
Moses Blackburn, Deacon. Mr. Blackburn has recently purchased the east half
of the David Heckman farm, 50 acres in Sec. 16, also a 5-acre lot in Sec. 21.
A. C. BOBBS, physician, now a resident of and practicing physician and
surgeon in Union Township, Miami County was born in Clermont County in
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his father was born ho
the year 1888 he is a son of Adam and Elizabeth Bobbs
the State of Pennsylvania, his mother in this State; his father is deceased; his
mother is still living, and resides in .Montgomery County they were parents of four
A.J physician and surgeon, residing in Warren, Ind. Elizabeth, now Mrs.
children
John Henderson and Caroline, now Mrs. Dr. Tedrow. The subject of our biography
spent his boyhood days on the farm until he had arrived at the age of 15. when he
began the study of medicine under Dr. J. D. Gaines, of California, Hamilton Co., this
State for three years he labored under the instructions of Dr. Games, engaged in
solving the mysteries and science of medicine he then entered the Cincinnati College of Medicine and Surgery, in which he studied two terms he then entered the
army as assistant surgeon, and finally entered the marine hospital at Cincinnati, in
which he remained three years, where he received a broad experience in the proin 1803, he entered a college in Buffalo, N. Y., in which he finished his
fession
he
studies, graduating at this institution in 1864, and receiving his diploma
commenced the practice of medicine in Union, Miami County, in partnership with
in 1865, he located where he
Dr. Hawkins, with whom he practiced for one year
now resides, and has built up a large and increasing practice, making a specialty
of fevers and diphtheria. In 1861, he was married to Margaret Shellabargar, by
whom he has had three children, viz., Charles C, Samuel 0. and E. A. Mrs.
Bobbs is a daughter of Samuel Shellabargar, who is a native of Pennsylvania her
mother, Elizabeth, is a native of this State both living. When the Doctor settled
at his present location he was without means, but, by close attention to his profesin
sion, has built up a lucrative practice, and is possessed of a good property
1878, he erected a residence in the village, which for taste and beauty in design
and finish has no equal, in which the Doctor and his estimable wife have a desirable home he owns 25 acres of improved land adjoining the village.
WILLIAM L. BONHAM, retired farmer, Sec. 36 P. 0. Gordon one of the
old settlers of Darke Co. he was born in Hunterdon Co., N. J., Feb. 12, 1815, and is
a son of Ambrose and Ann Bonham, natives of the same place his father died in
after his death, his wife came to
the place of his nativity, at the age of 81 years
Ohio, and resided with a daughter till her death, which occurred at the advanced
age of 86 years our subject was reared on the farm, and assisted his father in
agricultural pursuits till he was of age, when he began life for himself, and engaged in coopering for about fifteen }-ears, mostby in Darke Co. he emigrated to
Ohio in 1838, and settled in Montgomery Co., seven miles below Dayton, where heresided for thi'ee years, and then came to Darke Co., April 1. 1841. and temporarily settled in Gordon for less than a year, when he removed to the place where he
now resides, in Februaiy, 1842 his land was all in the woods, but by dint of hard
labor and persevering industry, he soon cleared it of the mantle nature gave it ;
he now owns 65 acres of fine land, all in a good state of cultivation, with good,
comfortable buildings erected thereon Mr. Bonham is another of the self-made
men of this township he landed on the banks of the Miami River, with less than
$75, but, by good management, combined with the assistance rendered by his amiable wife, has secured a competent income, from which to enjoy their declining
years, and they are surrounded by all the comforts of life. He was united in marriage
they
with Rebecca, daughter of David and Elizabeth Rittenhouse. July 1, 1837
w^ere also natives of New Jersey, and their remains are interred in their native
State
Mr. H. died at the age of 81, and Mrs. II., at the age of 53 years Mr. and
Mrs. Bonham are the parents of eight children, of whom four are living, viz. Harrison, born Aug. 24, 1840; Sarah, born June 29, 1844, now Mrs. Garrett Hulse ;
Criah. born June 27, 1847
Martha J., born Sept. 3, 1856, now Mrs. Carler. The
Amy. born April 14, 1838. died Nov. 10, 1841 Ann, born Oct. 18.
deceased are
Andrew, born Sept, 22, 1849, died Sept. 10, 1851
1842, and died Nov. I. L842
Mr. Bonham
Susan, born March 4. 1854, and departed this life Sept. 9, 1854.
assessed this township in 1845, for which service he received $3.50, and was also
Constable the same year.
Mr. and Mrs. Bonham are members of the Baptist
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Church of long standing, are among the faithful ones, and are consistent Christian
people.
Our subject has given his children good education, and his son Harrison
is one of the leading educators of the county, and has followed the profession at
intervals for fourteen years.
At his country's call for help to preserve the unity
of the States, and to crush the rebellious spirit of the South, young Harrison was
one among the first to respond and volunteer in Co. B of the 110th O. V. I.,
Aug. 22, 18G2 the regiment was drilled in army tactics at Piqua, about two
months, when the}* were removed to the front, in the vicinity of Parkersburg his
regiment participated in the severe and stubbornly contested battle of Winchester,
and after three consecutive days of incessant battle, were obliged to yield the
ground on account of the overwhelming numbers of the enemy he received a
severe wound in the right arm, and was taken prisoner on the morning of the last
day's fight, and was entombed in the prison-pen at Belle Isle for one month,
when he was paroled, and returned to his home for three months, when he was
exchanged, and again returned to the front but by disease caused by exposure,
and arm}* dirt, he was incapacitated from active duty till the following spring,
when health and strength again returned, and he took his place in the ranks of
his battered regiment on the eve of the great battle of the Wilderness
in the
first day's fight, May 5, he received a severe wound in the right hip, and was again
taken to the hospital, where he remained for some time, and then came home on
a furlough he recovered from his wound, and returned to the front in the winter
of 1864
his regiment took an active part in the battles of the spring of 1865, that
gave the death-blow to the rebellion he was honorably discharged May 16, 1865.
Has followed teaching for nine years, with the exception of two terms. He celebrated his marriage with Catharine, daughter of Hendrick and Elizabeth Barkalow, Nov. 26, 1865
they are natives of Butler Co., Ohio, but residents now of
Darke Co. Mr. Bonham has 79 acres of fine land, all in a good state of cultivation,
and his improvements are No. 1 in every particular.
DAVID BRENNER, farmer, Sec. 6; P. 0. Gordon. Our subject was born in
Darke Co. April 12, 1838, and is a son of George and Elizabeth Brenner, natives of
Pennsylvania, who removed to Darke Co., in a very early day, and located in this township, where he, the father, lived for two years, when he met with an accident that
cost him his life
he was unhitching a horse in the yard, when the animal became
enraged and gave Mr. Brenner a terrible kick in the stomach, which caused his
death a few hours afterward his mother is still living, and resides near Union
City upward of 60 years of age.
Our subject was reared on the farm, and
assisted in the duties of farm labor
at the age of 16, he began life for himself
and worked as a farm-hand till his marriage, which occurred Dec. 23, 1860, with
Susanna, daughter of John and Barbara Minnich, residents of Montgomery Co.
afterward of this county he settled on 152 acres of land, where he now resides, in
1861 it is now all in a good state of cultivation, with good improvements, all the fruit
of his and his good wife's hard labor.
Four children are the fruits of this union,
of whom two are living, Barbara and John; the deceased are Mary and Ira.
Mr. and
Mrs. Brenner have been members of the German Baptist Church for sixteen years,
and are worthy Christian people, and delight in discharging every Christian duty.
To our subject and John Ditmore, whose sketch appear in this work, belongs the
credit of making the first open ditch in Monroe Township in 1862 or 1863.
JOHN S. BROWN, farmer P. 0. Gordon one of the old settlers of Darke
Co.; he was born in Warren Co., Ohio, March 25, 1828, and is a son of Joseph and
Mary Brown his father was born in Virginia, in 1800, and removed to Warren
Co. in 1811, and was one of the earl}* pioneers of the Miami Valley
he learned
the blacksmith trade at the age of 18, which business he followed there, and removed to Darke Co. in this township, in 1 830, and was one of the sturdy ones who
gave improvement and civilization a start in the great wilderness of Ohio he
followed farming and blacksmithing, till, within a few years of his death, he became
disabled and was obliged to leave the field of labor lived an invalid for five years,
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and died Aug. 30, 1874. His mother was born in Warren Co.; her parents were
John and Elizabeth Snorph, natives of Maryland Mr. Snorph died in Montgomery
Mrs. Snorph departed this life in Warren Co., aged
Co. ao-ed about 86 years
about 60 years. Our subject assisted his father in agricultural pursuits till his
He was
21st year of age, when he began life for himself, and engaged in farming.
united in marriage with Sarah J., daughter of John and Hannah Patterson, Aug.
her father was born in Pennsylvania in 1803, and removed to Cincinnati
17, 1848
with his parents when he was 7 years old, thence to Warren Co.; from there to
Montgomery Co., where he married Miss Hannah Witham, and resided there
upward of thirty years, then moved to West Baltimore, and resided here till his
death, which occurred Jan. 17, 1874 Mrs. Patterson died in Montgomery Co., May
;

;

;

;

aged 58 years. After his marriage our subject engaged in farming in
this township for three years, when he removed to Preble Co., and carried on a
farm for a short time, thence back to the place where he now resides he settled
on 80 acres of land partly in the woods, but, by hard labor and good management, he cleared it and got it in condition to receive the improved implements of
he has since, in 1858, purchased 80 acres more land, and now
agricultural labor
owns 160 acres here in a body all in a good state of cultivation, with good improvements. His large brick house presents a striking contrast to the little
Mr. Brown is an
cabin that stands in the yard, which was once their abode.
example of one of our self-made men, having begun life with no capital, but by
hard work, industry and good management, he has accomplished the great object
made a good home, and is surrounded by all the comforts of lite, in which
in life
in all his struggles and privations, such as pioneers
to spend his declining years
know, he has been nobly assisted by his amiable and industrious wife, and both
The}' are the parents of fourare enjoying the fruits of their hard-earned labor.
Mary J., June 13, 1850 Ellen
teen children, viz.: James M., born Jan. 7, 1849
C.Feb. 22, 1852 John, Sept. 3, 1853 George W., Feb. 18, 1855 Julia, March
Dora E., April 1, 1860 Arthur, May 7, 1862
Albert, Feb. 24, 1858
13, 1857
Nina and Eddie (twins), Oct.
Libbie, August 22, 1866
Nellie, March 11, 1864
Norman L., Dec. 15, 1871 Julia died April 1, 1857 James M., died
3, 1868
George W., died March 16, 1869 Eddie, died March 28, 1869
Jan. 25, 1869
Aug. 12, 1869 Nina, died April 30, 1870 Mary J., nee Mrs.
Nellie, died
John F., married
William Poach, died July 12, 1870 Albert, died Oct. 21, 1871
Martha J. Werts, Nov. 15, 1877 Ellenora, married Samuel Barkalow, Feb. 13,
1873 Mary J., united in marriage with William Ibach, Feb. 3, 1870. Mrs. Brown
was born Feb. 22, 1827. Although Mr. Brown has been very unfortunate in rearing his large family, he has been one of the few fortunate ones, having only been
sick once in his life, and then with the ague, and he informs us he was never off
his feet, and is still hearty and strong though hard work and exposure have bent
his frame and iron will, his faculties are unimpaired.
WILLIAM CASSELL, minister and farmer Sec. 4 P. 0. Arcanum. The
subject of this memoir was born in Baltimore, Md., February 3, 1826 he is a son
of Leonard and Marian Cassell, natives of Maryland his father was born in 1803,
and has resided in Baltimore continuously for seventy-seven years his mother
died in 1835. Our subject resided with his parents till he was 12 years of age,
when he went to Carroll Co., Md., and labored on a farm till his 21st year he then
removed to Montgomery Co., Ohio here he entered the ministry, a field of labor
that needed just such material as Mr. C. possessed, for fearlessly and uncomplain12, 1862,
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ingly has he discharged every duty, kept inviolate every trust; his calling has
carried him from the influences of home and friends, and he has preached the GosOhio, Illinois, Missouri, Indiana, Tennessee,
pel in all of the following States
Maryland, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Michigan, New York, Kentucky,
Virginia and West Virginia; by estimate, he has preached two thousand two hundred sermons has consummated fifty-five marriages; for his labors in the ministry
he has never received a cent, and is willing to go on to the end, and receive his
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reward from the hands of One, who rewards not with script, but with a free gift of
righteousness and forgiveness of sins, a reward more valuable than the wealth of
kingdoms he is an Elder of the Painter Creek and Ludlow German Baptist Church,
which is an extensive organization, numbering about four hundred members, and
in this denomination has he labored nearly all his life, and is universally loved and
respected by all. He celebrated his marriage with Miss Lucinda, daughter of
Daniel and Mary Cauffman, Aug. 14, 1851
twelve children have been given to
this union, viz.: Jesse, born Oct. 13, 1852 Mary A., born Feb. 23, 1854 Catherine,
born Jan. 1, 1856 Martha, born Sept. 22, 1857 Albert, born Nov. 20, 1858 Sarah,
born Oct. 6. 18(30 Harvey, born Sept 26, 1862 Emma, born May 14, 1864 Anna,
born March 15, 1866 William E., born Dec. 13, 1870 Ida M., born Jan. 1, 1873
Irvin, born March 8, 1874 Catherine, died Jan. 4, 1864 Martha departed this life
July 12, 1860 Anna died March 1, 1869. Mrs. Cassell was born Sept. 8, 1832.
Of Mr. Cauffmans family there were ten children, of whom six are living, viz.:
Elizabeth, Benjamin, Frederick, Catherine, Lucinda and Rachel the deceased are,
Jacob, died February 1842, and three others during infancy. Leonard Cassell and
his wife were the parents of seven children, viz. Joseph, James, deceased, Leonard,
Elijah, Marian and Mary. Our subject has 80 acres of farm land, all in good state of
cultivation, with good comfortable buildings erected thereon.
JOSEPH DITMER, farmer P. O., Gordon was born in Montgomery Co., Aug.
31, 1828 he is a son of Frederick and Salome Ditmer his father was born in Somerset Co.,Penn.,Sept. 17,1783 his mother was born in Maryland, Dec. 22, 1791
both
removed to Montgomery County, before their marriage lived, died, and ai'e buried
in the home of their adoption.
Our subject assisted his father on the farm till he
was 28 years of age, and then he began life for himself, and worked the old home
place in partnership with his brother David for five years after the death of his
father, when he removed to Darke County, to this township, and rented a farm for
one year, and then, in 1859, he moved to the farm where he now resides, when it was
a perfect wilderness, all in the green woods, with no improvements going to work
with a will and determination, assisted by his industrious wife, they succeeded, after
years of hard work, in clearing their land have made good improvements, and are
contemplating building a large brick residence this year. He was united in marriage with Eva, daughter of Abraham and Rebecca Wellbaum, Nov. 30, 1854
her
parents were natives of Lancaster Co., Penn., afterward residents of Montgomery
and Darke Counties her father died at the age of 60 years 6 months and 12 days
her mother, now Mrs. Martin, resides in Union City, aged 73 years. Mr. and Mrs.
Ditmer are the parents of six children, viz. Sarah A., born Sept. 11, 1855 Mary,
born on Aug. 14, 1857 Moses, born March 19, 1860 Fianna, born Jan. 24, 1866
William H, born July 6, 1871
Allen E., born March 17, 1877
the deceased
are Sarah, died Feb. 15, 1863, aged 7 years 5 months and 4 days Frederick Ditmer, died Feb. 27, 1850, aged 65 years 5 montfhs and 10 days Salome Ditmer,
departed this life May 4, 1878, aged 86 years 4 months and 12 days. Mr. Ditmer has held the office of School Director in his township he and his wife have
been members of the German Baptist Church for fifteen years, and are good Christian
people his grandfather, Frederick Ditmer, was a Revolutionary soldier, and belonged to a Pennsylvania Provincial regiment, and in one of the engagements of the
war, he with two brothers, both soldiers, were standing together in consultation,
when the one in the middle was instantly killed by a cannon ball, literally torn in
fragments, presenting a horrible and sickening sight to his two surviving brothers.
Our subject's parents were members of the German Baptist Church for many years,
and died in the triumph of their faith. Mrs. Wellbaum was also a member of the
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same church.

GEORGE DITMORE, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 12 P. O. Arcanum. One
of the old settlers of Darke Co.; was born in Montgomery Co. in 1813, and is a
son of Jacob and Elizabeth Ditmore, natives of Pennsylvania his father was born
in Somerset Co., his mother in Lancaster Co., and removed to Montgomery Co. at
;

;

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

628

Our subject assisted his father in the duties of the farm till he
was 15 years old, when he apprenticed himself and learned the carpenter's trade,
which he followed for sixteen years then he engaged in farming, and removed to
Darke Co. in April. 1851. He first settled on 80 acres of rented land, partly
cleared, and remained on this farm for four years, then removed to the place where

a very early day.

;

he now resides he first purchased 120 acres of land, all in the woods, and. like
others who settled in Darke Co. in an early day, had plenty to do, and he informs
us he and his wife labored many times till far into the night before they got their
farm in a state for cultivation. In 1801, he purchased 80 acres adjoining the home
In 1858, he bought 00 acres in Van Buren Township afterward purchased
farm.
80 acres more in this township, and 50 acres more in Van Buren Township. When
he began, his capital consisted of one yearling colt and 25 cents in money this
was the nucleus around which he gathered his fortune though insignificant as it
was, it shows that fortunes are the growth of these small germs, when properly
nourished, and, in this instance, we must recollect that Mr. Ditmore labored against
many disadvantages. There are many young men who would have consumed his
small capital with a few trifling expenses, but the outgrowth, through his management, has developed itself into quite a fortune, and he and his good wife are now
enjoying the refreshing shades of retirement, the reward of their many selfdenials.
He celebrated his marriage with Miss Catherine, daughter of Jacob
and Elizabeth Fryman, Aug. 8, 1831. They were natives of Maryland. Seven
children are the fruits of this union, viz., John, born Aug. 4, 1834 Levi, born
;

;

;

;

;

born Aug. 12, 1840 George,
born May 10, 1842 Catherine, born March 31, 1840 one dying in infancy
Our subject has been Township Treasurer and School
Israel died Oct. 13, 1855.
Director for many years, and he and his wife are members of the German Baptist
Church, and are consistent Christian people.
JOHN M. DITMORE, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 12 P. O. Arcanum.
The subject of this memoir was born in Montgomery Co. Aug. 4, 1834, and is a
son of George Ditmore, whose sketch appears in this work he helped his father on
the farm till he was 23 years of age, and he was only 12 years old when he came
to this county, and has been a continuous resident here ever since. He was united
in marriage to Mary, daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth Foreman, Oct. 23, 1850
three children wei'e given to this union, viz.: Jacob, born Nov. 29, 1859 Levi, Nov.
Levi died April 22, 1800 George departed this
12, 1857 George, June 29, 1801
life July 10, 1802
Mrs. Ditmore died Nov. 25, 1801.
He was united with Mrs.
Cunning, a daughter of the Rev. Mr. Wendall Minnich, a bishop of the German
eight
Baptist Church, and a pioneer preacher of this county, Aug. 24, 1802
children have been given to this union, viz.: Noah, born May 20, 1803 John A..
Daniel E March 20, 1868 Amanda.
Feb. 13, 1805 William H, June 12. 1800
Sept. 10, 1869 Malinda B, March 11, 1871 Sarah A.. July 30, 1874 Ira C.Sept.
27. 1876; one dying in infancy.
Mr. Cunning was born June 18, 1832, and died
Jan. 20, 1859, leaving two children, viz.: Mary C. born Jan. 24, 1858, now Mrs.
Godown Anna L., July 29, 1859. Mrs. Ditmore was born Nov. 11. 1838. Our
subject has 80 acres of as good land as there is in Darke Co., all in a high state of
cultivation, with good, comfortable improvements, the fruit of his own hard labor
he and his wife have been members of the German Baptist Church upward of
twentv years, and are model Christian people.
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NOAH

FRYMAN*, farmer. Set-. 13; P. 0. Arcanum. One of the old setof Darke County, and was born in Montgomery Co.. Ohio. Aug. 2. 1835. and is a
son of Jacob and Catherine Fryman, both old residents of Montgomery County.
Our subject was reared a farmer's boy, and labored on his father's farm till his
21st 3'ear, when he began life for himself, and followed the occupation he was
He removed to Darke County in 1848, and settled on Sec. 6. where he
reared to.
remained till 1859, and then removed to the place where he now resides. He first
settled on 40 acres of wild land that took years of toil and privation before lie

tlers

MONROE TOWNSHIP.

629

by great init in a condition that makes farm labor agreeable and profitable
dustry and good management, he added to his little farm, till now he owns 125 acres
of choice farming land, all in a high state of cultivation. He has been very successful in life, and through his own exertion he has made the greater part of his possessions.
He celebrated his marriage with Miss Elizabeth, daughter of Nicholas
and Leah Niswonger. April 5. 1859. Her parents were residents of this township.
Her father was killed Sept. 16, 1864; her mother died in 1839. Mr. and Mrs.
Fryman are the parents of ten children, viz., George, born Jan. 9, 1860 Ananius.
born March 17, 1861 Nicholas, born May 9, 1864 Mary C, born Dec. 17, 1866
Lewis, born Jan. 10, 1870 Hetta, born June 24, 1877 one son and three daughOur subject is
ters died in infancy; Mrs. Fryman was born April 27, 1840.
greatly interested in educational matters, and delights in educating his children.
He and his amiable wife have been members of the German Baptist Church for a
period of twenty years, and are generous Christian people.
ELIZABETH A. GARRISON P. O. Gordon. The subject of this memoir
was born in Baltimore, Md., Feb. 12. 1817, and is a daughter of William L.
and Ann (Armstrong) Pierce, natives of Maryland her grandfather was a minister of
Mr. Pierce was a
the Gospel, and represented the Methodist Episcopal Church
baker by trade he learned his trade in Philadelphia, with his Uncle Hay ward, and
did business on Great York St.. Baltimore, for three years, when he died very suddenly, aged about 28 } ears after the death of her husband, Mrs. Pierce continued
to live in Baltimore for about five years, when she united in marriage with Joseph
Sharp, when they removed to Butler Co., Ohio.
Mr. Sharp was a shoemaker, but
purchased a tract of land in Darke. They remained in Butler Co. one year, then
moved to Milton, where the}' remained one year thence to Darke Co., where our
subject has ever since continued to reside, covering a space of time since 1840.
She was united in marriage with Nicholas Mays Dec. 5, 1833 four children were
given to this union, viz. Emily A., born Oct., 16, 1834; Daniel, born Sept. 14, 1836;
Martha, born Nov 1, 1838; Clarrissa, born Nov. 6, 1840. Mr. Mays departed this
life March 10, 1841, aged about 40 years.
After the death of her husband, Mrs.
Mays continued on the farm till her marriage with Samuel Thompson, which
occurred April 9, 844, and then left the home place and went with her husband
to his home, but Mr. Thompson only lived a short time after his marriage, when
he was stricken down with a congestive chill, and was a corpse just eighteen
months after his marriage with Mrs Mays. One child was given to this union, viz.:
Minerva, born Jan. 10, 1846.
When her husband was laid in the grave, she
moved back to the Mays farm, her previous residence, where she remained for six
years, when she was again united in marriage, with Leonard Garrison, June 19.
1852 four children are the fruits of this union, viz.: Maria E., born May 16, 1853.
Loretta, born Dec. 27,1854; Amanda, born July 24, 1857; William L., born May 4.
1859.
Mr. Garrison departed this life July 24, 1871. Emily (Mays) Penny died
Nov. 6, 1866 Daniel Mays, died March 25, 1839 Minerva (Thompson) Bollinger,
departed this life Feb. 18, 1875 Martha Garrison, died Feb. 15, 1877. Truly the
death messenger has made frequent calls upon the family of Mrs. Garrison, but
with true Christian spirit, she submits to the will of her Master, and through her
faith she sees the gateway of entrance whereby she can be re-united with the
loved ones that have gone before. She has been a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church since 1832, and was happily converted at a camp-meeting in Baltimore, and, through all these years, her faith has never weakened, nor her reliance
on the promises of her Savior ever grown dim.
SILAS GILBERT, farmer. Sec. 5 P. ( >. Arcanum. The subject of this
memoir was born in Frederick Co., Md., Nov. 20. 1845, and is a son of Solomon and Sarah Gilbert, natives of Maryland. Solomon Gilbert was born in April.
1818; Mrs. Gilbert in December. 1819 they were the parents of seven children,
of whom three are living, viz., Julia. Silas, the subject of this sketch, and William
S.; they emigrated from Maryland to Montgomery Co., Ohio, in the fall of 1847.
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and settled on the same section where he now resides. Our subject assisted his
father in the duties of the farm until he was 21 years of age, and then began life
for himself, and engaged in farming in Montgomery County until 1869, and then
removed to Darke County in 1870, and settled on the place where he now resides.
He first purchased 82 acres of land, with no improvements, but has built a fine
residence, a large barn, and made other improvements that make his home attractive and pleasant;
he has recently purchased 25 acres of land near the home
place, and now owns 107 acres of as tine land as is to be found in Darke County.
He celebrated his marriage with Miss Frances, daughter of John and Sarah Resler,
June 3, 1866 they were natives of Virginia, and settled in Montgomery Co. in
1845.
Mr. Resler died in 1847 his wife died near Muncie, Ind., in 1858 or 1859
they were the parents of seven children, of whom five are living, viz.: John S.,
resides in Miami Co.; James M., lives in Springfield, Ohio
Lucy A., now Mrs.
McGowan, resides in Dayton; Caroline, now Mrs. Baker, lives in Montgomery
Co.; Frances, wife of the subject of this sketch.
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert are
the parents of seven children, viz.: Sarah J., born Oct. 10,1868; Julia C, Dec.
7, 1870; Orin S., Feb. 22, 1874; Mary C, June 28, 1876;
Cora E., Feb. 1.
Mr. Gilbert had only the advantage of a good
1879, two dying in infanc}-.
common-school education, but is greatly interested in educational matters, and is
a contributor to the press, his articles always being honored by the same.
He
has been a member of the German Baptist Church for fifteen years, and is a Deacon of the Church. Mrs. Gilbert has been in the same church for eighteen years,
and is an energetic, consistent Christian woman.
PHILIP HAXGEN, retired farmer, Sec. 28; P. O. Center, Montgomery
The subject of this memoir was born in Brissin, German}-, Nov.
Co., Ohio.
3. 1817, and is a son of John and Margaret Hangen, natives of the same place.
His father died at the age of 75 years and 11 months
his mother at the
age of 45 }-ears. Our subject assisted his father in the blacksmith-shop until
he was 28 years of age, when he celebrated his marriage with Miss Catherine,
daughter of P. and Mary (Yost) Herman, Aug. 26, 1845. He then began life for
himself, and followed his trade for nine years in Germany, when he emigrated to this
country, and landed in New York on the 9th or 10th of April in 1854 came to
Ohio and settled in Miamisburg. where he lived one year, and then removed to
near Gordon, in Darke County, and worked at his trade for a few years, and then
moved to the place where he now resides in 1860. He now owns 170 acres of as
fine land as is to be found in Darke County, all in a good state of cultivation.
His improvements are No. 1 in every particular.
When our subject left
Gordon, in I860, his worldly wealth consisted of $40 in money and a span of
Buying his farm entirely on time, he succeeded in paying the whole
horses.
amount in about two or three years, an example of what can be accomplished
when energy and good management are brought to bear on points of issue. He
and his good wife are now in the possession of a good home, surrounded by all the
comforts of life, and are resting from their labors, for their day's work is done.
and in the shades of retirement are enjoying their declining years. They are the
parents often children, viz.:
Phillip II. born Oct. 4, 1846; Christian, born
March 15, 1850; John, born Sept. 2. 1853; Jacob, born June 26, 1855; William and Henry (twins), born July 4, 1857; Harmon, born Oct. 4, 1859.
The
deceased are Mary, born Aug. 17, 1848, nee Mrs. Henry Bridenbaugh, died Dec.
Catherine, born Nov. 26, 1851, died Jan. 18. 1855
Henry, died April
25, 1871
Mr. Hangen has filled the office of Trustee for four years.
12, 1860.
He and his
wife are members of the Lutheran Church, and are good, Christian people. Their
;

;

;

;

;

;

.

;

;

children are also
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the same church.
farmer, Sec. 28;

CHBISTIAN HANGEN,

P.O. Center, Montgomery Co.
was born in Brissin, Germany, March 15, 1850, and is a
son of Philip Hangen, whose sketch appears in this work he emigrated from Germany, with his parents, when he was but 3 years old, and followed the fortunes of
The subject of

this sketch

;
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his parents till he was 26 years of age, giving his labor entire to the benefit of the
family.
He was united in marriage with Miss Sarah, daughter of J. and Margaret
Myers, Nov. 23, 1876. Mr. Myers was born in Enshaem Bavaria, Germany, April

1807, and departed this life in Miami Co.. aged 63 years 11 months and 15 days.
Mrs. Myers was born in the same place, April 29, 1808, and is a daughter of Nichshe is still living, and resides with her daughter, Mrs. Hangen her
olas Hale
parents first settled in Cincinnati, and kept a boarding-house for nine months, then
removed to Miami Co. and purchased 143 acres of land that is still in possession
Mrs. Hangen was born in Miami Co. April 8, 1855
she and her
of the family.
husband are members of the Lutheran Church, and, like their parents, are consistThey are the parents of
ent Christian people, and are interested in the church.
two children, viz.: Charles P., born Nov. 9, 1878 Lillian W., born Sept. 11, 1879.
Mr. and Mrs. Myers were the parents of nine children, of whom seven are living,
Daniel, who lives in Miami Co.: Charles, who
viz.: John, who resides in Michigan
resides in Montgomery Co.; Michael, who lives in Montgomery Co.; Margaret, now
Mrs. Schauer, who lives in Union City, Ind.; Jacob, who resides in Sedgwick City,
Kan., and Sarah, wife of the subject of our sketch.
ELI AS HART, farmer, Sec. 19 P. 0. Gordon. The subject of this memoir
was born in Warren Co., Sept. 30, 1830, and is a son of George W. and Rachel
Hart, natives of New Jersey, afterward residents of Warren Co.; his father died
in Hamilton Co. in 1840, aged about 43 years
his mother died in Darke Co..
aged upward of 70 years. Our subject was reared on the farm till 6 years of age.
when his parents removed to Ohio. After his father's death, he followed various
pursuits followed farming in Montgomery Co.; thence to Preble Co., for about
seven years, and was engaged in farming thence to Darke Co.. in the spring
of 1865, where he now resides.
He bought 84 acres of land, partly in the woods,
and has relieved the surface of all hinderances to farming, and his land is all in a
good state of cultivation, his improvements comfortable in every particular. He
celebrated his marriage with Miss Ann, daughter of Michael and Elizabeth Baker,
Nov. 1, 1855 her parents were natives of Montgomery Co.; five children have
been given to this union, viz.: Lillian, born July 3. 1856 Rachel, born Oct. 25,
1859 Ellen M., born May 19, 1861 George W., born Feb. 14, 1864 Charles R.,
born Aug. 10, 1872. Mr. Hart has been identified in his township's offices, and is
now one of the Township Trustees, has been Supervisor for six terms, and filled
the office of School Director many terms his constituents have elected him to
other offices, but, being no political aspirant, he has declined.
Mrs. Hart is a
member of the German Baptist Church, and a consistent Christian woman.
JOHN M. HENNINGER, retired farmer P. 0. Gordon. The subject of this
memoir was born in Wittemburg, Germany, Nov. 19, 1804, and is a son of Christian
and Mary Henninger, natives of Germany, who lived and died in the place of their
nativity at advanced ages
his father was a school teacher by profession, and was
one of the leading educators in Germany. Our subject lived with his father till he
was 16 years of age, when he learned the baker's trade, which he followed for five
years, and then turned his attention to farming, which he followed for ten years
he emigrated from his native home in August, 1847, to America, and landed in
New York in September of the same 3'ear his voyage occupying twenty -eight
days he came directly to Ohio and settled in Darke County he purchased 120
acres of land in this township, mostlj- in the woods
went to work at it with a
will and energy that is characteristic of our German citizens, and, after years
of toil and privations, succeeded in getting his land in a good state of cultivation,
and had good average improvements thereon this he sold at the expiration of
seven }-ears and purchased 160 acres, where he now resides this was all in the
woods, but by his accustomed skill and industry he soon cleared it of its heavy
growth of timber, and his land is now in a high state of cultivation, and has fair
improvements erected thereon he began life in America with only a capital of
$700, and, by industry and good management, he has a pretty home in which to
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he informs us that his good wife has bravely assisted him
arduous duties of life and has borne her full share of the trials in the
He was united in marriage with Barstruggle since their pathways were united.
bara", daughter of Michael "and Barbara (Schiller) Creeb, Nov. 22, 1829, and by
this union have had twelve children, viz. Barbara, born June 1, 1830. now Mrs.
Daller, and resides in Dayton John, born Sept. 23, 1832, and died Nov. 15, 185G
John F., born Aug. 22, 1834. died January 16, 1857 John H., born Feb. 29, 1836,
died Nov. 20, 1857 Margaret, born April 21, 1837, now Mrs. Scheiding Sophia
C, born Aug. 31. 1838. died Nov. 23, 1858 Rosanna C„ born April 2, 1831, died
Charles, born
Catharine, born Nov. 22, 1839, died Sept. 22, 1858
Sept. 20, 1856
June 6, 1841 Frederick W., born March 7, 1843, died March 24, 1843 John,
born Sept. 23, 1848; Frederick, born April 17, 1851, died in August, 1858 Mrs.
Henninger was born Aug. 29, 1808. Mr. and Mrs. Henninger, with their children,
are members of the Lutheran Church, and are earnest Christian people.
JACOB HINSEY, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 1 P. 0. Arcanum one of
the old settlers of Darke County, he was born in Cumberland Co., Penn., in 1816,
and is a son of John and Mariah Hinsey, natives of Lancaster Co., Penn. Our
subject assisted his father on the farm till he was 25 }-ears old, when he removed
to Ohio with his parents and settled just below Hamilton, and resided here for
four years, when he removed to Montgomery County, where he remained till 1840.
when he came to Darke Count}*, where he now resides he first purchased 82 acres
of land, which he has cleared up and improved, and in addition, owns a fine lot
his father died at the age of 84 years, and his mother at the age
in Arcanum
he celebrated his marriage with Catherine daughter of Jacob Baker, in
of 80
1840, and by this union had eight children, viz., Susanna, Mahala, Sarah, Cathsome time after the death of his first wife,
erine and Samuel three deceased
he celebrated his marriage with Elizabeth Smith, who was born in Berks Co.,
Penn. two children have been given to this union, viz.. Mariah E. and William
he has been a member of the German Baptist Church for sixteen }-ears is one of
•our self-made men, having begun life with $1 in his pocket, but owed just 50 cents
more than his cash assets.
ABBAHAM HUNT, blacksmith, Sec. 4 P. O. Laura, Miami Co., Ohio. The
subject of this sketch was born in Miami Co. Dec. 3, 1834, and is a son of Elijah
and Susanna Hunt he assisted his father in the labors of the farm till his 23d
year, when he began life for himself, and chose Darke County as a proper place of
settlement, as well as a suitable place for his business he operated a thrashing
machine in this county for ten years, and was ver}* successful he next resumed
his trade (blacksmithing), which he learned in Miami County, in which business
he is at present engaged. He celebrated his marriage with Miss Elizabeth, daugh
her father was born in
ter of George and Nancy Funderburg, March 19, 1856
Mrs. Funderburg was born in January.
1802, and still resides in Miami County
1803, and died at the age of 67 years they were the parents of eleven children,
of whom seven are living Noah, Sarah (now Mrs. Timmons), Susanna (now Mrs.
Wellbaum), Henry, Elizabeth (wife of the subject of our sketch). Nancy (now Mrs
Aldridge), Catherine (now Mrs. Altic). Mary (now Mrs. Aaihart). Barbara (now
Mrs. Christe).
Mr. Hunt has been identified in most of the local offices of the
township, having served as Justice of the Peace. Supervisor. Constable, Assessor
and School Director, his constituents having elected him man}' times to fill the
same offices, which is ample proof of his executive ability, and of giving perfect,
satisfaction to his fellow-townsmen
they are the parents of four children, viz.
Susanna J.. Feb. 26, 1871
Philonzo, Feb. 24, I860
Isaac A., born Feb. 27, 1858
Daniel, Aug. 24. 1805. and departed this life Da'. 13. 1865.
BICHABD M. HINT, farmer and stock-raiser. Sec. 5 P. 0. Laura. Miami
Co., Ohio; the subject of this sketch was horn in Miami Co., Ohio, in May. 1837.
and is a son of Elijah and Susanna Hunt, old residents of Miami Co. he assisted
his father in the duties of the farm till his 21st year, when he besjan life for
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in

he settled in Monroe Township, where he now

;

October, 1859, and has 80 acres of good land, all in a high state of cultiour subject only
vation, and his improvements are No. 1 in every respect
had the advantage of a common-school education, but by making good use of his
time he succeeded in obtaining a fair education in the English branches, and is
making strenuous efforts to give his children a good education. He was united in
marriage with Rebecca, daughter of Jacob and Susanna Oakes, in November, 1858
two children were given to this union, viz.: Eunice A., born Nov. 9. 1861 Osborne
was born Feb.
T., born Oct. 4, 1863; Mrs. Hunt departed this life Dec. 24. 1865
she was a member of the Christian Church, and died trusting in the
3, 1840
promises of her Savior Mr. Hunt was again united in marriage with Sarah J.,
daughter of Samuel and Rosanna Hay worth, Dec. 15, 1867 her parents were
natives of Miami Co., Ohio eight children have been given to this union viz.:
Mary E., born July
Parlena, born Dec. 20, 1868
Dora E., born Jan. 31, 1870
Albert L., born Jan. 8, 1875 Marcellus,
Rosella, born April 21, 1873
13, 1871
born Feb. 13, 1877 Otwell, born Feb. 24, 1878 one dying in infancy Parlena
Rosslla died Dec. 15,
-departed this life July 13, 1873
The subject of
P. 0. Laura, Miami Co.
HUNT, farmer, Sec. 5
this memoir was born in Miami Co. March 27, 1824, and is the eldest son of
Elijah and Susanna Hunt, old residents of Miami Co., but natives of South Carolina
his father was born Dec. 18, 1800. and was a continuous resident of Miami
he removed to Iowa in 1855 or 1856, and died in the
Co. for nearly sixty years
winter of 1858 his mother was born Sept. 3, 1806, and departed this life Nov. 29,
1841.
In a very early day, the early pioneers of Miami Co. were visited by a terrible and destructive hurricane their cabins were hurled from their foundation like
so much chaff, large trees were uprooted and thrown down, stock and people alike
suffered from the fury of this storm. Mr. Hunt's grandmother was terribly injured
by the falling trees, and two of her children were blown in among the tree tops
and killed, one was impaled on a limb, and its body was taken down after the fury
lives, in
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of the storm. Our subject lived in Miami Co. about twenty-two years, and was
engaged in farming, and removed to Darke Co., where he now resides, in 1846. He
first settled on 80 acres of wild land, and went to work with his ax to remove
the vast quantity of timber and underbrush to prepare it for the implements of
and by dint of hard labor he has accomplished his purpose,
agriculture
and now owns 123 acres of choice farming land, well improved. He has
-a
vivid recollection of the great star shower of Nov. 13, 1833, and he
informs us the air was full of the descending meteors, and, was literally a rain
of fire from the heavens many people of a superstitious nature thought that the last
day had come that Gabriel with his trump was at hand to speak the summons of
departure.
He was united in marriage with Sophia Walker, Aug. 30. 1845 they
were the parents of seven children, viz.: Henry, born July 25. 1846 Elijah, born
Abraham, born June 6, 1850 Susanna, born Dec. 18, 1851 Phoeba
Oct. 4, 1848
J., born Oct.' 24, 1853; Theodore, born Jan. 18, 1855; Arlistus, born Sept. 18,
1857 Wesley, born March 16, 1859. Mrs. Hunt departed this life April 26, 1859
Wesley, died Aug.
Elijah, died Aug. 27, 1849
Susanna, died March 21, 1871
He was again united in marriage with Lydia Walker, by whom he had
16, 1859.
Ida A., born
eight children, viz.: John W., born Jan. 1, 1861, died Sept. 14, 1861
Jan. 6, 1862. died Au£. 28, 1862 Delmont, born Jan. 22, 1863. died March 27.
1863 Sophia E., born April 11, 1864 James A., born May 18, 1865 Martha
Albert, born Nov. 29,
Charles M., born Feb. 3, 1868
A., born Dec. 17, 1866
He was
Mrs. Hunt departed this life May 1, 1874.
1869, died Sept. 21, 1870
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Mr. Hunt has been identified in
again married, to Rachel Walker, Feb. 19, 1876.
most all the township offices, which is ample proof of his executive ability, and of
satisfaction being given to his fellow-townsmen he is one of our liberal Christians,
and believes in doing right, and knows it can be done regardless of creeds or
denominations.
;
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JOHN KRESS, farmer P.O.Gordon. The subject of this memoir was born
Wittenburg, Germany, June 15, 1825, and is a son of George M. and Mary Ann
Our subject assisted his father in the duties of the
Kress, natives of Germany.
farm till his 1 Oth year, when he learned the baker's trade, which he followed for
five years, and then abandoned on account of injury to his eyes, caused b}' the
excessive heat; he emigrated to America in July 1849, and landed in New York
immediately after landing, he started for
City, his voyage occupying forty days
Ohio, and in Darke Co. he went to work as a farm hand for one year, then to
Montgomery Co. and labored another year, when he rented a farm for five years
thence to Preble Co. where he rented for one year, and was now able to buy land
came to Darke Co. and purchased 80 acres in Sec. 20 it was mostly in the woods,
but by his own hard labor he cleared and improved and made a No. 1 farm,
the result of his industry and good management he lived on this farm upward
of nineteen years, when he purchased 80 acres on Sec. 19, in 1868 this was partly
in the woods with no improvements, but he has cleared it and built a large house,
barn, and made other improvements of such a nature that to-day he has the best
farm buildings in Monroe Township, and his land is in a high state of cultivation
he was united in marriage with Eve Henkle, Nov. 13, 1851 ten children have been
given to this union, viz.: Noah, born Sept. 8, 1852 Henry, born July 16, 1854
Eve K, born Feb. 17, 1856 Anna M., born July 3, 1857 George C, born Nov.
21. 1858 John M., born Nov. 23, 1860; Lewis, born July 14, 1862 Samuel, born
Sept. 28, 1864; Charley, born July 24, 1866; Frederick A., born July 28, 1870.
Noah was married to Belle, daughter of Elias Harte Anna M. was united in marriage with Aaron Davenport the}' reside on the farm Mr. Kress first purchased.
Mr. Kress has been identified in his township's offices, having served his neighbors
and friends in the capacity of Trustee for five years in succession, Pike Superintendent for three 3'ears, School Director for four years, and in all he has discharged
Both Mr. and Mrs
his duty fearlessly, and to the satisfaction of his constituents.
Kress are members of the Lutheran Church, and are good, consistent, Christian
people they have been very fortunate in rearing their large family of children,,
having lost none by death, and we believe he and Mr. Shank, whose sketch appears
in this work, are the only ones in this township that can say as much.
JOHN J. KUHNLE, farmer, Sec. 1 8 P. 0. Gordon. The subject of this memoir
was born in Wittemburg, Germany, in 1821, and is the son of Philip and Julia
Kuhnle. natives of Germany our subject assisted his father in agricultural purhe came to
suits till he was 28 years of age
in 1848, he emigrated to America
.Montgomery Co., Ohio, where he resided for sixteen years and engaged in farming.
then he came to Darke Co., where he purchased 80 acres of land in 1865 his land
;

in

;

;

.

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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shows good cultivation, and his improvements are good and substantial in 1872,
he purchased 50 acres adjoining his home farm, and now owns 130 acves of valuable land.
He was united in marriage with Miss Mary, daughter of Mr. Henkel.
in 1851 five children have been given to' this union, viz.: Elizabeth, born March
Caroline, Dec. 31, 1853 Eve, Aug. 29, 1857 Victoria, March 5, 1864
31, 1852
William, Oct. 8, 1868 Elizabeth was married April 1, 1872, to Adam Kohns Mrs.
Kuhnle departed this life July 27, 1877, and her remains are interred in the Gordon
Cemetery she was born Jan. 25, 1832.
SUSAN AH LONG P. 0. Potsdam, Ohio. The subject of this memoir
was bom in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Feb. 13, 1823, and is a daughter of David
and Elizabeth Smith they were born in Pennsylvania and removed to Montgomery County in a very early day, and were among the early pioneers of
that county
her father died at the age of 48, and her mother at the age of 62
years; they were the parents of seven children, of whom five are living, viz.:
John S., Solomon, Mary, Esther, and the subject of this sketch, who was united
they resided in
in marriage with Abraham Long, now deceased, May 14, 1846
Montgomery Co. for sixteen years after their marriage, when they removed to
Darke Co., where she now resides she owns 80 acres of land where she resides.
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;
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a good state of cultivation, with good average improvements erected
Mr. Long was born in Pennsylvania Feb. 18, 1818, and departed this
thereon.
he was a son of Abraham and Ann Long, natives of Pennsyllife May 25, 1863
they
vania, afterward residents of Montgomery Co.; they died at advanced ages
were 'the parents of five children, viz., Christian, Elizabeth, Nancy, Fanny and
Abraham. Mr. and Mrs. Long are the parents of thirteen children, of whom eight
Rose A., Jan. 26,
are living, viz.: John, born Feb. 28, 1847 Henry, Aug. 6, 1848
Ellen M., June 21, 1859
David, July 11, 1856
1858 Joseph. Sept. 27, 1854
The deceased are— Elizabeth, born Jan. 1, 1850 (died May
Daniel, Dec. 14, 1860.
Feb. 13,
9 1878 nee Mrs. Aaron Pearson, leaving two children, viz., Esty, born
grandmother)
1872, and Ellis, bora Sept. 1, 1873 both are adopted by their
Noah born May 17, 1851, and died in infancy Moses, born March 17, 1852, also
Sarah J., born March 26, 1853, and died Sept. 6, 1877 Esther,
died in infancy
born Sept. 27, 1854, and died Aug. 1, 1855 William, born July 11, 1862, and
Mrs. Long has been a member of the Christian
this life Dec. 18, 1863.

all

in
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departed

and is an exemplary Christian woman, and though
have been many, her Christian fortitude has never
bereavements
and
her sorrows
chain
forsaken her, but to the contrary, each affliction has added strength to the

Church

for twenty-four years,

ties that

of tender

connect her with departed loved ones.

FREDERICK MILLER,

farmer, Sec. 6

;

P. 0.

Arcanum, was born

in Ger-

many in 1823 and emigrated to America in 1846, and landed in New York in June.
He came to Montgomery Co., where he worked at the mason trade for about

two years, and then removed to Darke Co. in 1850, and settled in Franklin TownHe resided here about fourteen
ship, where he purchased 120 acres of land.
where he now resides,
Township,
Monroe
to
moved
and
year's, when he sold out
and purchased 165 acres of land. It was partly in the woods, but he has cleared
with good, comfortable
it all, and his land now is in a good state of cultivation,
He was united in marriage Jan. 18, 1849, with Susanna,
buildings thereon.
daughter of Jacob and Susanna Flory, natives of Pennsylvania six children are
Mary A., born March 24, 1850 Susanna A., born
the fruits of this union, viz.:
born Oct.
Oct. 28, 1851 Jennie, born June 10, 1853, died Oct. 21, 1860 John F.,
Mr.
1863.
Jan.
born
M.,
Barbara
8,
1860
March
born
23,
Ammala,
1856
24,
years.
Miller's father was born in Germany in 1792, and died at the age of 83
His mother, Mary J. (Gieser) Miller was born in 1801 and died in 1861. Mrs. Miland died
ler's father, Jacob Flory, was born in Somerset Co., Penn., July 4, 1801,
Her mother, Susanna (Smith) Flory, was bora in Virginia,
in September, 1853.
Mr. and Mrs. Miller have made all their worldly wealth by their
October, 1802.
own hard labor and enterprise, and now have a good home, in which to enjoy their
He has been Trustee and School Director of his township. Mr.
declining years.
of the Lutheran Church, and his wife belongs to the German
member
Miller is a
Mrs. Miller was born July 3, 1827.
Baptist Church.
GEORGE MILLER, farmer, Sec. 19 P. O. Gordon the subject of this
sketch was born in Wittemburg, Germany, Oct. 5, 1817, and is a son of Charles
and Dora Miller, both natives of Germany his father died in Germany, aged o3
his father was a cabinetyears his mother died in America, aged 81 years
maker by trade, but our subject became" a stonecutter, and afterward learned the
carpenter's trade, which he followed while he lived in Germany he emigrated to
came to Ohio and settled
this country in August, 1847, and landed in New York
he purchased 62 acres of land all in the woods, but, going to work
in Darke Co.
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

with a will that is characteristic of our German citizens, he soon cleared off the
timber, and got his land in a state of cultivation, and now has good improvements
erected thereon he commenced life with a very small capital, but by energy and
persevering industry, in which he was nobly assisted by his good wife, overcame
and bridged the broad gulf of poverty and adversity with the chain of determinasecure from the chilling
tion, and they are comfortably moored in a harbor of rest
daughter of
Catherine,
with
marriage
was
united
in
He
blasts of adversity.
;

—
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Michael and Barbara Creel), April 12, 1840 twelve children are the fruits of this
Catherine, born Oct. 11, 1844
Rose, born
union, viz.: John, horn April 1. 1841
Margaret, bom April 1, 1848; Elizabeth, born Nov. 1, 1849:
Feb. 14, 1846
.Man. born June 16, 1852 George, born June 2.
Lydia, born April 1, 1851
1854 Frederick, born March 16, 1856 David, born Feb. 27, 1858 Margaret,
Margaret, died Nov. 15, 1854
born June 22. 1860 Charles, born July 2, 1862.
John was married to
Rose, died Dec. 9, 1873.
Frederick, died Sept. 23, 1860
Rebecca Shank, daughter of Peter Shank, in March, 1869 Catherine married Nel;

;

;

;

:

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

Elizabeth married George Schmeltcher, July 2.
son Marcum, in March, 1870
Mr. and Mrs. Miller are members of the Lutheran Church, and are consist1872.
ent Christian people Mrs. Miller was born Jan. 8, 1820.
NELSON MOTE, farmer P. 0. Arcanum the subject of this memoir was
born in this township, May 30, 1842, and is a son of Noah and Catherine Mote
Our subject assisted his
his father was the third actual settler in this township.
lather in the duties of the farm till his 17th year, when he began life for himself,
and at his country's call for men to preserve the honor of the flag and save the
Union in the impending crisis, he enlisted in Company B of the glorious old 110th
O. V. I. Aug. 17, 1862, and went resolutely forth to do whatever his country
required of him he was stationed at Piqua about two months, and then his regiment was sent to Parkersburg, W. Va,, in October, where they remained two
weeks, thence to Clarksburg. W. Va., where his regiment did camp duty till
Christmas, and then did fortification duty till June, 1863, and was then ordered
his regiment belonged to the 3d Divito the front, stationed at Harper's Ferry
in the spring, they were transferred to the 6th Army
sion of the 3d Army Corps
Corps his regiment participated in the engagement at Winchester, and afterward
in the ever-memorable and disastrous battle of the Wilderness, that raged with
here the regiment lost
unabated fury all through the month of May, in 1864
the battle of Cold Harbor followed
heavily, but our subject escaped uninjured
almost immediately, and the old 110th was again plunged into the thickest and
hottest of the fight, and came out with thinned ranks, crippled and torn, and only
here our subject received a severe wound in the
a shadow of its former strength
left hand, entirely losing theforefinger, and shattering the bones in his hand in a
this wound incapacitated Mr. Mote from further duty till the
terrible manner
15th of December, when he again joined the regiment at Petersburg. Va., and was
engaged in the terrible and destructive battles of that renowned stronghold in
March and April of 1 864, and on April 2 he received two wounds, one in the breast,
and the other behind the left ear, the ball passing clear through his head, and coming
out by the side of his nose he was again taken to the hospital, this time to City
Point, and afterward to the hospital in Washington, where he remained till he
was honrably discharged from the service, May 19, 1865, having served his country
he now returned
well and faithfully for two years nine months and two days
home, completely broken down from wounds, exposure and privations of war, and
He was united in
was unable to do much manual labor, but did all he could.
marriage with Miss Sarah, daughter of George and Mary Hansberger. Aug. 16,
1866 her parents were residents of Darke County her lather was born in Virginia in 1810, her mother was born in Kentucky in 1816. and came to Darke
County in isi':', Mr. Hansberger came in 1835 they were married in 1840, and
Mr. Mote has filled the
are the parents of six children, of whom three arc living.
Mrs. Mote is a member of the Christian Church,
office of Supervisor for one term
;
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an exemplary Christian woman.
GEORGE NETZLEY, deceased. The subject of this memoir was born
in Lancaster Co., Penn., Nov. 5, 1823, and was a son of George and Elizabeth Netzley, also natives of Pennsylvania, and removed to Montgomery County
in 1835 and settled on a farm, where they lived till 1873. when they removed to
Mr. Netzley, Sr.,died
Franklin Township. Darke Co., and resided till their death.
in the summer of 1875, aged 78 years; Mrs. Netzley departed this life in 1876, aged

and

is
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75 years Geo. Netzley, our subject, settled in Monroe Township in 1859, on the
he was united in marriage with
same farm where his widow now resides
Miss Catherine, daughter of D. and Mary Cauffman, July 13, 1846, they being*
eight children are the fruits of this union, viz. Mary.
natives of Pennsylvania
born Dec. 3, 1847 Urias, born Sept. 25, 1849 Joseph, born July 11, 1851 Eh\
Allen, born Feb. 10, 1857 Jesse, born April 12, 1861 Rosborn Jan. 27, 1855
David A., born Aug. 30, 1871. Mr. Netzley departed this
etta, born Nov. 7, 1865
life Sept. 7, 1879, aged 55 years 10 months and 2 da}*s
his death was caused b}'
accident, his arm being caught in the cylinder of a thrashing machine, and before
he could be extricated he was terribly injured the accident happened on Monday,
and he lingered till the following Sunday, when death came to his relief Mr.
Netzley purchased only 60 acres when he first settled in Darke County, but by
careful management and persevering industry he kept adding to his small farm
until his death, when he was in possession of 290 acres of as fine land as there is
in the county, with fine buildings erected thereon, the fruits of his hard-earned labor.
DAVID W. NISWONGER, carpenter and builder resides on Sec. 7 P. O.
Arcanum. The subject of this sketch was born in Darke County Jan. 6, 1843.
and is a son of John Niswonger, whose sketch appears in this work. Our subject
assisted his father in agricultural pursuits till his 1 8th year, when at his countrys' call, he was one of the first to respond, and volunteered in Co. K, of the
19th I. V. I., and afterward belonged to the 2d Corps, in the Arm}* of the Potomac
he passed through several severe engagements, the first at Slaughter Mountain, the
second battle of Bull Run, South Mountain, and the battle of Antietam, where he
received a severe wound in the left breast that rendered him unfit for military
duty, and he was obliged to repair to the hospital, where he remained for six
months, when he was honorably discharged from the service and returned to his
home, and remained for nine months, but, still thirsting for the smoke and excitement of battle, he again enlisted in Co., B, of the 110th O. V. I., and returned to
the front, and passed through the desperate and sanguinary battle of the Wilderness of 1864, where so many brave boys laid down their lives, merely to appease
the clamorous cry raised by the North, of-' On to Richmond ;" nothing of advantage was accomplished by this battle, but the heaps of dead and dying were
ghastly witnesses of the great sacrifice of life to our brave bo}T s in blue, and their
noble and heroic commander, McClellan, was stigmatized as an inefficient leader,
because he led where popular sentiment demanded, but absolutely contrary to the
better judgment of men posted in military tactics
after this came the battle of
Spottsylvania. the " Slaughter-pen," where, our subject informs us, the dead lay in
literal heaps, and large trees were shattered by the terrible rain of iron hail
he
was at Cold Hai'bor. and in fact all the fighting that was gone through by the Army
Potomac, in the great campaign of 1864. At Monocacy Junction, in Maryland, he
was taken prisoner, and sent to Danville, and was in the hands of the rebels seven
months and thirteen days, when he was exchanged, and came home on furlough and
reported at Camp Chase, but on account of ill health, and shattered constitution,
caused by the fearful exposure in rebel prison pens, and the brutal treatment he
received at their hands, he was honorably discharged from the service of his country
in 1865.
He returned home and labored on the farm for two years, and then engaged
in harness-making in Pittsburgh for four years, when he sold out, and has followed
carpentering from then till the present time.
He was united in marriage with
Elizabeth, daughter of David and Nancy Oldmine, May 19, 1867; her father was
born in Pennsylvania, and her mother in Virginia. Mr. and Mrs. Niswonger are
the parents of six children, viz.: William H, born Oct. 7, 1869
Hetta, V., born
April 16, 1872 Sarah E., born July 25, 1874 Clifford, born Dec. 21, 1876
Harry,
born Sept. 7, 1879 one dying in infancy. Our subject has had his full share of
township offices, having served as Township Clerk for six } ears, Township Assessor five years.
His wife is a member of the German Baptist Church, and an exem;
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farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 17 P.O. Arcanum; was
Aug. 31. 1836, and is a son of George and ElizaHis father was born in the same county in March,
beth (Warner) Niswonger.
1800, and died in the place of his birth, aged 70 years 4 months and 4 days. His
mother was bora in Pennsylvania in January, 1811, and died in Montgomery Co.,
aged 57 years. They were the parents of six children, of whom all are living but
Our subject assisted his father in home duties until his
one, which died in infancy.
21st year, when he began life for himself and engaged in farming, which he followed in his native county until 1864, when he removed to Darke Co., on the place
It contained 90 acres, all in its wild state when he
where he now resides.
began operations on it, but by persistent labor he has deprived it of its native grandeur, and now it is in a good state of cultivation and well improved. He was united
in marriage with Miss Mary H., daughter of Jesse and Eliza Cauffinan, Feb. 3,
Her parents were residents of Montgomery Co. Her father died at the age
1859.
Her mother is still living, at the advanced age of 07
of 48 years and 9 months.
3'ears.
They were the parents of ten children, of whom all are living but four.
Mr. and Mrs. NisAll reside in Dayton but one, who resides in Tippecanoe, Ohio.
wonger are the parents of eight children, viz.: Laura Belle and Dora Ellen
Orrie, born April 7, 1864
G-eorge, born March 18,
(twins), born April 17, 1862
1866 Jesse and Ira (twins), born Jan. 27, 1873 Willie, born April 5, 1875
Mr. NiswonWebby, born July 14, 1877 Ira departed this life June 27, 1873.
ger has had the honors of petty offices conferred upon him by his constituents,
and has performed his duties to the satisfaction of the public. Our subject was
instrumental in causing the erection of School District No. 7. He circulated a
petition and obtained the signatures of all the householders in the new district
some eighteen months before it was presented to the Board, and was rewarded for
his time and trouble, and has a good school with an enumeration of eigtOy-one, in
close proximity to his own house.
DAVID NISWONGER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 17 P. O. Pottsdam,
Miami Co., Ohio. The subject of this memoir was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio,
May 29, 1834, and is a son of George and Elizabeth Niswonger Mr. Niswonger was
born in Montgomery Co. March, 1809, and lived and died on the place where he was
Mrs. Niswonger was born in Pennsylbora, aged 70 years 4 months and 4 days
vania January, 1811, and died in Montgomery Co., Ohio, aged 57 years they were
the parents of six children, of whom all are living but one, who died in infancy
David (the subject of this sketch), Eli (whose sketch also appears in this work),
Catharine (now Mrs. Peffly, and resides in Franklin Township), May (now Mrs.
Our
anger, lives in Montgomery County) and Moses who resides in Michigan.
subject assisted his father on the farm till his 21st year, when he began life for
himself, and worked his father's farm on shares for two years, and burned lime for
a season then removed to Darke County and settled on the farm where he now
resides, when it was mostly in the woods
he immediately set to work to clear off
the heavy timber, and, going at it with a will, he soon accomplished a large part
of the work, and, at the expiration of six j ears, he purchased a steam saw-mill,
which he operated for four years, but was very unfortunate in this undertaking
as the mill was twice destroyed by fire, and he was a loser of all the labor and
money he had furnished he then turned his attention to the farm again, and has
followed this occupation ever since; he has 90 acres of good land, all in a good
state of cultivation, and the improvements are all first-class
Mr. Niswonger has
been very unfortunate in life in 1868, the first year after he resumed work on the
farm, he lost upward of $ 00 worth of hogs from cholera
the second year, he
lost the best horse he had, which cost him $140 to replace
the third year, he was
terribly afflicted with sickness in his family, and doctor bills, etc., cost him a Large
amounl of money in 1871, he lost his entire crop, except some barley and wheat,,
by a terrible hail-storm that swept over his locality, and was a heavy loss to him
since then, the sunshine of peace and prosperity has dissolved the lowering clouds
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adversit}', and all has gone well free from pecuniary loss, he has escaped the ravages of disease, and the elements no longer play sad havoc with his growing grain.
He celebrated his marriage with Miss Anna, daughter of Jacob and May Pebbly,
March 14, 1857; they were natives of Penns}"lvania, and removed to Montgomery
County in 1823 Mr. Pebbly was born in August, 1801 Mrs. Pebbly was born in
1803 they were the parents of ten children, viz., Lydia (now Mrs. Flory, resides
in Montgomery County), Sarah (now deceased, formerly Mrs. Prizen resided
in Indiana), Fanny (now Mrs. Flory, resides in Montgomery County), John (who
lives in Darke County), Mary (now Mrs. Landis, formerly Mrs. Cloppert, who
lives in Montgomery County), Anna (wife of the subject of this sketch), Jacob
(resides in Darke County), Simon (lives in Montgomeiy County), Samuel (resides
in Miami County), Benjamin (started for Kansas the 16th of December, where
Mr. and Mrs. Niswonger are the parents of
he intends to make a home)
seven children, viz.: Moses, born June 14, 1858 Mary E., March 12, 1861 Clement L., Sept. 1. 1863; Charles E., March 26, 1868; Cora, Sept. 27, 1870; Sarah.
Nov. 30, 1873: Edwin A., Aug. 21, 1877; Clement departed this life Oct. 15,
1863 both Mr. and Mrs. Niswonger are members of the German Baptist Church,
and are worthy Christian people he was once an inveterate user of tobacco, but,
finding it was undermining his health, he resolved to quit, and did his receipt for
a cure is, never put it in your mouth, and don't use it in any way, shape or form."
JOHN NISWONGER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 18 P. 0. Arcanum to
the subject of this memoir we are pleased to accord a place in the front ranks of
the early pioneers of Darke Co. he was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Ma}T 28,
1815, and is a son of John and Elizabeth Niswonger, who were born in Virginia
about 1786, and removed to Ohio in 1807, and settled northwest of Dayton about
twelve miles, where they resided till Mr. Niswonger's death, which occurred in
1850 some years after the death of her husband, Mrs. Niswonger removed to
Darke Co., and resided with her daughter, Mrs. Samuel Baker, till her death, which
occurred when upward of 70 years of age they were the parents of nine children,
of whom five are living, viz.: John, the subject of this sketch Eli, a resident of
Montgomery Co.
Frances, now Mrs. Benjamin Baker, and resides in Montgomery Elizabeth, now Mrs. Samuel Baker, and lives in the same county May,
now Mrs. Samuel Baker, and resides in Darke Co. The deceased are George,
died aged 71 years Rachel (Mrs. Michael), aged 68 years; Nellie (Mrs. Swank).
Our subject
aged 38 years Nicholas departed this life at the age of 47 years.
assisted his father on the farm till his 21st year, when he began life for himself,
and rented a farm in Montgomery Co. for two years, and then removed to Darke
Co. in 1837 he purchased 180 acres of land, built a cabin immediately and went
to work to clear up his land, which was covered with a dense growth of heavy
timber and underbrush, and, by dint of hard labor that required energy and perseverance, he and his good wife, after years of toil and privations, such as the early
pioneers of Darke Co. know, have, with their combined efforts, made a home in
which to end their declining years, full of every comfort and happiness and
refinement, and are dwellers therein. Our subject has been very successful all through
life, and added to his original purchase 160 acres in Sec. 18, and removed to this
place in 1878, where he still resides.
He was united in marriage with Miss
Susanna, daughter of David and Esther Warner, Sept. 3, 1835. Mr. Warner was born
Mrs. Warner was
in Bedford Co., Penn., April 3, 1787, and died Nov. 13, 1862.
born in the same county in 1788, and died Sept. 13, 1872 they removed to Montgomery Co. in 1811, and settled on a farm they were the parents of seven children, of whom five are living, Susanna, now Mrs. Niswonger; Catharine, now Mrs.
Leechy, and resides in this county John, resident of Miami Co. Jacob, resides
in this county
David, a resident of Madison Co., Ind. The deceased are Henry.
Mr. and Mrs. NisElizabeth, died in 1867, aged 56 years.
died Sept. 22, 1841
wonger are the parents of twelve children, viz. Maiy, born Jan. 9, 1837 Catharine,
born July 11, 1838; George, born Nov. 3, 1839; Elizabeth, born April 13,

of

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

<;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

640
1841

;

David, born Jan.

6,

1843; Esther, born March

C

1845

4,

;

Lydia, born April

born July 22, 1853; Harvey,
Luanda, born Sept. 2, 1851 John
20, 1847
Elizabeth
born Sept. 16, 1855: Nicholas J., born June 1, 1857, and Harriet.
departed this life Aug 14, 1870. Mr. Niswonger has spared neither pains nor
expense to educate his children, John, Harvey. Nicholas and Harriet being suc;

;

-

.

and are leaders in the profession our subject and his wife
have been members of the German Baptist Church for twenty-six }*ears, and are

cessful educators,

;

zealous Christian people.

JACOB PRESSLER, farmer P. 0. Gordon. Born near Sultz Oct. 5, 1835 ;
a son of Martin and Catherine (Roth) Pressler, who were married in Germany
Mrs. Pressler died soon after the birth of our subject, hence he was the
in 1834.
onty child by the union. Martin was again married in 1836, to Susan Bass,
and by this union there were eight children, of whom seven are now living. In
early life, he served an apprenticeship of carpentering, after which he devoted sevBeing a man of remarkable
eral 3-ears to traveling over the continent of Europe.
ingenuity, a large portion of his time was devoted to the manufacture of public
and town clocks, cabinet-organ cases, etc. He also served a length of time in the
On the 30th of June, 1848, he and his family
military service of his country.
emigrated to the United States, landing in Dayton, Ohio, in August following. He
soon found employment in a machine-shop in Miamisburg continued the same
until 1860, when he moved to Darke Co. and followed farming until his death,.
which occurred Dec. 5, 1868. His widow survived him until June 9, 1878, when
Our subject was employed in a machine-shop in Miamisshe, too, passed away.
burg from the age of 16 to 19 years. He then engaged in agricultural pursuits,
which he has since followed. In 1862, he was united in marriage with Margaret
Surber nine children are the fruits of this union, of whom eight are now living.
Upon his marriage, he purchased 40 acres of land in Sec. 24, Monroe Township,
which he has since brought from its wild condition to a good state of cultivation
by his own hard labor. He has, since a resident of Darke Co., held the office of
Township Clerk three }T ears, Township Trustee six years, and School Director nine
;

is

;

;

years.

GEORGE PUTERBAUGH,

farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 8 P. O. Potsdam.
The subject of this memoir was born in Pennsylvania Dec. 7,
1811, and is a son of Samuel and Eve (Croner) Puterbaugh, who moved to Montgomery County, near Dayton, in 1814, and were among the early pioneers of that
county our subject was only 5 years old at the time, and remained at home and
assisted his father on the farm, as his help was a grand acquisition to his parents.
to assist in clearing the heav}' growth of timber that everywhere met the eye of

Miami

;

Co., Ohio.

;

the settler before the land could be satisfactorily tilled our subject has lived tosee the monarchs of the forest succumb to the onward march of civilization and
improvement the ax has done its work, the forest has been leveled, the wilderness made to blossom as the rose at the age of 20. our subject served an apprenticeship under his brother and learned the blacksmith's trade, which he followed
for three years, when he again resumed farming, and labored for his father's benefit till he was 26 } ears of age, when he went out into the world to battle for an
existence, amid the turmoil and strife of the world's doings, with no capital save a
horse that was a present from his father; he rented a farm in Montgomery County,
which he carried on for three years, and Avas very successful, making about $1,500,
which enabled him to purchase 160 acres of land, for which he paid $3,200 he
now being a real-estate holder, he went to work with renewed energy and a determination to clear himself from debt, which he soon accomplished, and had suffihe resided on
cient ahead to buy 80 acres more land, for which he paid |2,600
the farm for twelve years, when, in 18(10. lie purchased a water paper mill, on the
Stillwater, but was not successful in this undertaking, as he suffered a loss of
$8,000 thus the fruits of labor were swept from him in a short time, that took
years of incessant labor to amass in 1866, he removed to Darke County, where he
;

;

;

T

;

;

;

;
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purchased 240 acres of land where he now resides. Samuel Puterbaugh was born
in Franklin Co., Penn., in February, 1790, and was a son of George and Mary
Puterbaugh, natives of Pennsylvania their parents were European born on both
his mother was born in Bedford Co., Penn., in
sides, and died at advanced ages
1790 or 1791, and died in 1849, aged 58 years his father died, aged 59 years they
Our subject was
were the parents of eleven children, of whom seven are living.
united in marriage with Miss Sarah, daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth Weybright,
May 26, 1836. and are the parents of eleven children, viz.: Harriett, born Aug. 13.
1837 Samuel, born Jan. 8, 1840 Jacob, born Aug. 28, 1842 Allen, born March
John E., born Jan. 9, 1851 Mary, born April 24, 1853 Davis, born
16, 1845
May 23, 1855 Sarah C., born April 26, 1857 Sarena, born April 24, 1859
George W., born March 3, 1863 Emma J., born March 16, 1865 John E. died
Emma
Sept. 27, 1852 Samuel died Sept. 28, 1853 Sarah C. died April 28, 1857
George W. died March 5, 1863 Jacob married Miss Sarah
J. died Jan. 11, 1868
Wagner March 20, 1863 Allen married Hannah Spittler April 7, 1868 Harriet
married John Kessler the latter part of March, 1858 Davis married Thurzy H.
Porter Feb. 10, 1876 Sarena married Ira Landis May 4, 1878 Mary E. married
John Oaks Oct, 3, 1878 Mrs. P.'s father was born in Somerset Co., Penn., in the
;
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and removed to Montgomery County in 1800;
Mrs. P. was born about the same time as her husband, and emigrated from Pennthey were married in 1812, and were the parents
sylvania to Ohio on horseback
of nine children, of whom seven are living.
JOHN SCHEIPING, farmer P. 0. Gordon the subject of this memoir was
born in Saxon}', Germairy, Aug. 8, 1827, and is a son of Nicholas and Christena
Scheiding, natives of Germany our subject assisted his father on the farm until
he was 25 years of age, when he began life for himself, and labored as a farm hand
in the fall of 1853, he emigrated to America and landed in New
for two years
York, his ocean trip occupying three weeks he came directly to Montgomery Co.,
he afterward followed
Ohio, and worked in a flax-seed mill for three winters
other pursuits, and in 1868 he removed to Darke Co., and rented a farm for four
years, in this township, and then purchased 40 acres of land, where he now resides;
but to-day,
it was parti}* cleared, but without any improvement worth}' of note
his small farm is in a high state of cultivation, with a good house, barn and other
improvements of a good, substantial character, all the fruits of their own labor, as
Mr. Scheiding began life with no capital. He was united in marriage with Miss
Margaret, daughter of George Henninger (whose sketch appears in this work), Feb.
seven children have been given to this union, viz.: John, born in 1863
7, 1863
Albert H., born Sept. 25, 1864, died Jan. 21, 1867 Gustave, born April 28, 1867
George M.. born Feb. 8, 1869 Charles A., born March 1, 1870, died Dec. 1, 1871
Charles A., born Oct. 24, 1874. Mr. and Mrs.
Frederica L... born Jan. 1, 1872
Scheiding are lifelong; members of the Lutheran Church.
J. SERBER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 18
P. O. Arcanum.
To the subject of this sketch we are pleased to accord a place in the front rank of
the early settlers of Darke Co.; he was born in Rockingham Co., Va.. Nov. 25,
1837, and is a son of Andrew and Caroline (Hansberger) Serber, natives of Vermont his father was born in 1799 and died in this township aged 54 years 11
months and 17 days his mother was born in 1807 and died in this township aged
Our subject spent his early life on a farm, and
71 years 10 months and 25 days.
assisted his father in agricultural pursuits till the age of 22, when he began life
for himself and carried on the old home place in partnership with his brother
Robert for about four years then selling his interest, he purchased 80 acres of
land in Franklin Township, all in the woods after clearing 20 acres, he disposed
of this land and purchased 92 acres, where he now resides, and by dint of hard
labor, he has cleared the balance and has good, comfortable and substantial
buildings erected thereon he has been very successful in life, and he and his good
lady have undergone their full share of toil and privation and now are enjoying
latter part of the eighteenth century,
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the fruits of their toil and are surrounded by all the comforts of life.
He celebrated his marriage with Susannah, daughter of Henry and Esther Bowers. April
21, 1864 Mr. and Mrs. Bowers were natives of Pennsylvania, afterward residents
Mr. Bowers departed this life Oct. 5, 1864
of Montgomery Co.
he was born
May 16, 1815; Mrs. Bowers (now Mrs. Zumbrunn) resides in Montgomery Co.;
they were the parents of four children
she was born Aug. 20, 1820
Mr. and Mrs. Serber are the parents of three children, viz.: Esther, born
Mary E., Oct. 26, 1867 Elmer E., July 18, 1870 Mr. and Mrs.
April 6, 1865
Serber have been members of the German Baptist Church for three years and are
good Christian people and take a lively interest in the promulgation and
advancement of Christianity. Andrew Serber, Sr., was the father of eleven children, viz.: Charles, born in 1830 Joseph and John (twins) in 1833 Robert, in 1839
Caroline, in 1844 Mary E., in 1840 Emeline, in 1843 Amanda, in 1852 George W.,
in 1855
Margaret, in September, 1857 Mary E., died in March, 1856 Charles in
June, 1856; Henr} Bowers was the father of four children, viz. Jeremiah, born Oct. 7,
1831 Susannah, Aug. 30, 1843 Elizabeth, June 24, 1846 John, Feb. 9, 1849.
PETER SHANK, farmer, Sec. 33 P. O. Center, Montgomery Co., Ohio. To the
subject of this sketch we are pleased to accord a place in the advance brigade of
early pioneers in Darke Co. He was born in Lancaster Co., Penn., May 28, 1803, and
is a son of Christopher and Catherine Shank, natives of the same place
lived, died
and are buried in the place of their nativity. His father departed this life in 1825, at
the age of 45 years, and his mother at the advanced age of 91 years.
Our subject assisted his father in tailoring till his 21st year, and then began life for himself, and followed his trade to gain a livelihood.
After his father's death, he
resided with his widowed mother for four years, when he was united in the bonds of
matrimony with Miss Barbara, daughter of John and Mary Keener, Jan. 12, 1830.
They were natives of Dauphin Co., Penn., and their remains are peacefully at rest
on the hillsides of their native place. Our subject removed to Montgomery Co.,
Ohio, with his young wife, the same year of their marriage, and settled seven miles
north of Dayton, and resided there for four years and worked at his trade in
1834, he came to Darke Co. and settled on the place where he now resides he
first purchased 160 acres of land, consisting of woods and almost impenetrable
swamps he erected a small log cabin, and began the great task of making a
farm in the heart of a mighty wilderness, with no improved implements of industry such as we possess now to assist and lighten the heavy work of clearing
ax
and muscle then were the essentials, and he who had not plent}' of the latter was
certainly an object of pity, for strength, muscle and the power to endure privations were the keys that opened the great wilderness and sustained the pioneer in
those trying days.
Our subject and his good wife have passed through the different phases of pioneer life, and for fifty years this day, the anniversary of their
marriage, have they labored together, shared each other's joys, partaken of each
other's sorrows, each has been a helpmeet to the other, and, although their frames
are bent with the weight of years and incessant toil they are in the enjoyment
of good health aud strength, with faculties unimpaired they are the parents of
nine children Nancy, born Oct. 2, 1830
Catherine, born Oct. 10, 1831, died
aged 15 months Lydia, born Sept. 26, 1833 Elizabeth, born Aug. 14, 1835
Catherine, born Dec. 24, 1837
Henry, born Mav 10, 1840; Susanna, born Nov.
Margaret, born April 5. 1847 John" born Sept. 3, 1850. Mr. Shank
13, 1844
was the first Justice of the Peace in Monroe Township after its erection, and has
be.en identified in most all of the offices in the Township, and is a man with considerable executive ability
he is a member of the Brethren in Christ Church, and
his wile belongs to the German Baptist
both are Christian people in every sense
of the word, and are universally beloved and respected by all they have been
very fortunate in rearing their large family, having lived in Darke Co. tor a period
of forty-five years without a death in the family in May, 1879, the death messenger entered the family of his daughter, Mrs. John Miller, who resides in Washington
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Township, and removed three of its members from earth to heaven Lydia on
the 19th of May, and her sister Ara on the 21st following, and all that was mortal
of these two innocents was consigned to the same tomb but its ravages did not
stop here, and little Peter fell a victim to the scourge, and was carried away to
angels' home on the 29th following.
RILY SHILT, farmer P. O. Gordon the subject of this memoir was born
in Preble County, March 21, 1835, and removed with his parents to the same Sechis father was born in Adams County, Penn.,
tion where he now resides in 1839
his mother was born May 31, 1799, and
Oct. 7, 1790, and died July 21, 1876
departed this life Jan. 4, 1872. Our subject was reared on the farm, and assisted
in 1862, he volunteered in
in the duties of the same till he was 21 years of age
Company B of the 110th 0. V. I., which was attached to the 8th Corps, and
afterward to the 6th Corps his regiment was engaged at Winchester for three
consecutive days, and Riley informs us it was " mighty hot " in that neighborhood
at Wapping Heights, they stood the brunt of the battle, but the morfor awhile
after this fight, he was
tality of the regiment was not as severe as at Winchester
transferred to the Ambulance Corps, and many a poor fellow has Riley lifted from
the field and carried to the rear at the battle of the Wilderness, he labored for
seven days and nights in removing the dead and wounded, and his horses were
out of harness only once, day and night being employed to remove the heaps of
wounded and slain he was honorably discharged from the service of his country,
He was
July 2, 1865, having served two years ten months and eleven days.
united in marriage with Catherine Poach, Pec. 26, 1867 one child was given to
Mrs. Shilt departed this life April
this union, viz., Sarah A., born Jan. 22, 1869
He was again united in marriage with Marian Flory, April 7. 1873, and
6, 1872.
by this union have one child, viz., William E., born Aug. 22, 1874. Our subject's
his mother departed this life in
father died in Darke Count}', aged 52 years
He has 40 acres of land where he resides, all in a good
Indiana, aged 62 years.
state of cultivation, with good average improvements.
The subject of this
N. SMITH, farmer and stock-raiser Sec. 30.
sketch was born in Maiyland, in 1828, and is a son of George A. and Nancy Smith
they were natives of Maryland; his father died in 1875, and his mother is living
and resides in Carroll Co., Md.; our subject was raised on a farm and assisted his
father in the same till he was 25 yeai*s of age, when he began life for himself and
followed farming for seventeen years, when he removed to Montgomery Co., where
he resided for seven years thence to Baltimore, in Preble Co., where he remained
for one year thence to the place where he now resides he first purchased 40 acres
of land, mostly in the woods, and by hard work and good management, he succeeded in clearing oil' his land, and it is now in a good state of cultivation he has
since purchased 38 acres, and now owns 78 acres in all
his improvements are
good, and he bids fair to be one of our leading farmers he was married to Elizabeth, daughter of George Wagner, Feb. 1, 1853 they are natives of Frederick Co.,
her mother is
Md., afterward reidents of Montgomery her father died in 1876
still living and resides in Montgomeiy.
Mr. and Mrs. Smith are the parents of
Mr. Smith has
five children, Ida E., Martha F., William S., Charles G., George J.
been a member of the M. E. Church for thirty-five years Mrs. Smith is a member
of the German Baptist Church, of twenty years standing both are old soldiers of
the Cross, and are leading members of the church they represent good exemplary
Christian people.
SMITH, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 36 P. O. Gordon. The subject of this sketch was born in Wittenburg, Germany, Nov. 7, 1818, and is a son
of Frederick and Catherine Smith, natives of the same place.
His father died
when he was quite young, and his mother when he was 13 years of age his father
was a shoemaker by trade, but our subject was a weaver, and followed his trade in
various places.
He came to this country in 1848, and landed in New York, his
voyage occupying eight weeks. He went from there to Pennsylvania, where he
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remained five weeks, and then went to Cincinnati, and was employed on the river
steamers, and made runs to New Orleans for about two months, when he abandoned the river and came to Dayton, where he was employed for some time, and
then to Miami Co., remaining for six years, working in a tan-yard thence to near
Miamisburg, for five years, and followed farming. He was united in marriage
with Miss Elizabeth, daughter of Frederick and Elizabeth Stover, Oct. 15, 1854.
They were natives of Pennsylvania, afterward residents of Montgomery Co. both
Mrs. Smith was born in Montgomery, Sept. 24,
are dead, dying at advanced ages.
Mr. Smith is one of our self-made men, as he began life with no capital,
1824.
and he has, by good management and industry, made a good property in all his
trials and labor he has been nobly assisted by his wife, and they now own 80 acres
of land, all in a good state of cultivation, and his improvements are No. 1
in every particular, all made by their hard, earnest labor, and the}' have a good
home, surrounded by all the comforts of life. They are the parents of only one
Mr. Smith has been a member of the Lutheran
child, John A., born July 17, 1859.
Church all his life, and is a consistent Christian gentleman.
ELI AS SPITLER, farmer P. 0. Gordon. The subject of this memoir was born
in Adams Co., Penn., May 16, 1821, and is a son of Jacob and Mary Spitler, natives
of Pennsylvania, afterward residents of Montgomery Co. Our subject was reared
as a farmer boy, and assisted in the work of the farm till he was 27 years of age.
He was united in marriage with Miss Eliza, daughter of John and Ruth Heater, Feb.
After his marriage, Mr. Spitler began
24. 1848; they were natives of Pennsylvania.
he had no capital, in fact not $5 at the time of his marlife in good earnest
riage.
He engaged in farming in Montgomery Co., till 185G, when he removed to
Darke Co., on the place where he now resides. He purchased 80 acres of land,
partly in the woods, and, by the united efforts of himself and lady, which combined
energy with determination, they overcame all the obstacles of life, and the fruit of
Children
their toil is a beautiful home, surrounded by all the comforts of life.
;

;

;

:

;

Rufus, born April 26, 1849; Anna M., born July 15, 1850; Harriet, born May 30,
Rufus departed this life in the bloom of young
1852; Amanda, born Sept. 10, 1861
manhood, Nov. 23, 1871, aged 22 years 6 months and 27 days, leaving his young
Amanda,
bride to mourn his departure, they only being married four months
departed this life March 5, 1873, aged 19 years 5 months and 20 days she was
Mr. Spitler has been Trustee
Mrs. Harvey Ludy and left a husband and one child.
of his township for three years, and has been School Director for many years.
He and his good wife have been members of the Lutheran Church for a period of
thirty-five years, and are universally beloved and respected by all who know them.
ELIAS F. STAUFFER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 7 ;*P. O. Arcanum. The
subject of this memoir was born in Montgomery Co. April 13, 1835; his father was
born in Pennsylvania and his mother in Virginia, and removed to Montgomery Co. in
Our subject assisted his
a very early day. and are still living at advanced ages.
father in the labors of the farm, till his majority, at which time he began life for
he worked on a rented farm in
himself, and followed the occupation of his father
Montgomery Co. for a period of seven years, when he removed to Darke Co.,
in 1866, where he purchased 80 acres of land, where he now lives; he has since
bought 45 acres more adjoining his first purchase, and all is in a good state of cultivation and well improved.
His property is the fruit of his and his wife's hard labor.
He was married to Anna, daughter of Daniel and Rebecca Bollinger, Dec. 28, 1858
her
they were natives of Pennsylvania, and removed to Ohio in a very early day
father is dead, her mother is still living, and resides with the subject of our sketch.
Mr. and Mrs. Stauffer an; the parents of seven children, viz.: Lucinda, born March
13, L 860; John, born May 17. 1862; Benjamin born Feb. 18, 1865; Harvey born
Jan. 15, 1870 Hettie, born Nov. 24. 1872 Lydia, born March 13, 1874 Samuel, born
Mr. Stauffer has tilled the office of School
Feb. 18, 1867. and died in infancy.
Director several terms, having had only the advantages of a common-school education. lmt is considerably interested in educating his children. He and his amiable
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Baptist Church, and are

among

the zealous

was born in Wurtemberg, Germany, his father
A. G. STROBEL, farmer
dying when he was but 6 years old till the age of 14, he lived with a man named
Carl Weis, to whom he afterward was apprenticed to learn the trade of wagonmaker, paying therefor $30 in money, and clothing himself. After this term of
apprenticeship expired, he traveled several weeks, and at last located in Heilbronn.
where he worked one year in the spring of 1834, he obtained work in Cannstadt.
from a man named Neff March 1, 1835. was drafted in the army and served as
an artilleryman two years, when he was placed in one of the arm}- wagon-shops,
where he remained seven months. In the winter of 1840, he wrote to a brother in
America for money to get across the water with, and in the following July landed
;

:

;

;

in

New York

without a cent in his pocket

he made his way to Pittsburgh, Penn..

;

where a brother lived, where he remained a short time, then, after a long and tedious
passage on the Ohio, he arrived in Cincinnati here he worked three weeks for his
board, and afterward on a farm at $1.50 per da}* on the 16th of October, he arrived
at Da}'ton, via canal, where he passed the winter at his brother's house, having
no work in 1842, he returned to Cincinnati and began work at his trade, but, as
he was only a short time employed, he returned to Dayton afterward he worked
at farming for Carl Port.
Was united in marriage with Phebe Schwerk, by whom
he had three children, the youngest (twins) died at birth, the eldest was placed in
care of its grandmother the summer after the death of his first wife, he was married to Leily Freeman. June 25.
Mr. Stroble has been unfortunate in losing, by
fire, his wagon-shop, valued at from $300 to $400, also a barn and contents valued
;

;

;

;

;

at $3,000.

JESSE STUTSMAN,

minister, educator

and farmer

;

the

subject of this

memoir was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Oct. 29, 1833, and is a son of David
and Francis Stutsman, natives of Pennsylvania they removed to Montgomery
Co. in 1802, when there were but three houses where the beautiful city of Dayton
;

now stands he cleared four farms in this county, and endured all the hardships
and privations incident to pioneer life, and in 1860 he disposed of the old home
farm and removed to Polk Co., Mo., where he died the following year, from the
effects of exertion and the troubles of war
his mother, after the death of her
husband, returned to Ohio, to escape the horrors of guerrilla warfare, and remained
about seven years, and then moved to Kansas to spend her declining }-ears with
her daughter, and died in September, 1877. Her son-in-law, Mr. Herr, who
resided in Missouri, was foully shot down by the rebel bushwhacker, Powell, and.
before the close of the war he was captured in Arkansas, handed over to a Missouri
regiment, court-martialed, sentenced to death and shot.
In the winter of 1857.
our subject emigrated to Cedar Co., Mo., and engaged in farming here he was
very unfortunate, losing all his property, and was thus thrown entirely upon his own
resources
in 1858, he returned to Miami Co. and engaged in teaching, which
occupation he followed for two years, when he removed to Montgomery Co. and
;

;

;

;

continued to follow his profession he only received a common-school educaand is one of our self-made men in every respect, and is a successful and
proficient educator
in 1869, he removed to Darke Co.. where he now resides, and
purchased 87 acres of land, all in a good state of cultivation, the fruit of his labor.
Mr. Stutsman is a representative of the German Baptist Church, and has labored
in the ministry for twelve }-ears
he was united in marriage with Miss Martha,
daughter of Martin Hyser, Nov. 7, 1857 Mr. Hyser emigrated from Lancaster
still

;

tion,

;

;

;

Co., Penn., in 1850, and located in Montgomery Co., is
of 83 years of age, the oldest man in Butler Township

still living,

and

is

upward

Mrs. Hyser departed this
life Jan. 2, 1875, aged 75 years and 1 day
was born Jan. 1. 1800. Mr. and Mrs.
Stutsman are the parents of nine children, viz.
Francis E., born July 1, 1861
Willis H.,born Jan. 11, 1864; Charles A., born Aug. 27. 1866
Franklin M., born
;

;
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:

:
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June 1, 1875 infant daughter dying
I860, aged 6 months 20 days.

Dec. 18,
M., born
27.

;

;

Susella.

born Aug. 26, 1873; Ira

in infancy

;

Marcus

D

Aue

died

ROBERT SURBER,

farmer; P. 0. Arcanum; born in Montgomery Co
Ohio. Dec. 18, 1838; in 1840, he with his parents came to Darke
Co.; his father
died in 1852, and mother in 1878.
Our subject remained at home with his mother
until 1865, when he united in marriage with Catherine Rhoads,
and, from the date
of his marriage until his mother's death, he was her support. Mr. and
Mrs. Surber :ire the parents of seven children, of whom six are living, viz.. Sarah
J., Amos

Mary

Etta. Emma. Minnie and Ira.
At the time of their marriage, they had but
by which to commence in life, and have since, by hard labor and economy
accumulated 126 acres of splendid land in Sec. 13, Range 3 east, valued at about
little

!ro,000.

SAMUEL SWANK,

farmer, Sec. 24 P. 0. Gordon, Ohio
was born in
Oct. 25, 1836, and is a son of Jacob and Sarah Swank.
Mr
in Kentucky, and Mrs. Swank was born in Pennsylvania
his
father died at the age of 79 years, his mother at the age of 52 years.
Our subject
was reared as a farmer's boy, and assisted his father until he was 21 years
of aa-e.
when he began life for himself, and engaged in farming in Montgomery
Co. for
three years on his father's place thence to Darke Co. and purchased
a steam sawmill, which he managed for thirteen years, and still has
the mill in his possession
he purchased 124 acres of land, where he now resides in 1867 it
was all in the
green woods, which he has cleared up, so it is all in a good state of
cultivation
his improvements are second to none in the township
his fine house, now in the
course of erection, is an ornament to the farm and shows the
taste and o-ood
judgment of the builder his property is the fruit of his own hard labor and
good
;

;

Montgomery Co.
Swank was born

;

;

;

;

.

;

;

He was

management.

united in marriage with Miss Catherine, daughter of Paul
Tobias, Feb. 28, 1861, and resides in Montgomery Co.
Four children have been
given to this union, viz.. Sarah, born March 20, 1864 Ira, April
21, 1866
Elmer
Aug. 1, 1870 Clement L., born in April, 1863, died in Sept. 1864. Mr.
Swank
has been School Director for a period of three years he only had the
advantages of
a ommon-school education, but experience has made
him a close calculator^ and
he is greatly interested in educational matters, and is giving his
children 'o-00 d
educations.
;

;

;

;

(
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SIMPSON ALBRIGHT, retired tanner P. O. Arcanum. Another of the
old settlers of Darke Co.
He was born in Anderson Co. East Tenn.. in 1804 and
is a son of Philip and Christena
Albright, natives of North Carolina. He removed
with his parents to Preble Co., Ohio, in the year 1814.
In 1820, he returned to
rennessee, and remained till 1826, when he came back and
permanently located in
Darke Co., in Twin Township, in 1834. He was united in marriage
with Mis*
;

Mary, daughter of Henry and Mary Snoderly. natives of North Carolina,
Nov. 9,
1828.
Twelve children have been given to this union, viz., Johnson K Henry
M
Henderson L., Daniel S., Philip S., William K, Adam C, Catherine S., Sarah Elizabeth, Mary and Martha M., the latter dying in infancy.
Henry departed this life
in August, 1878, aged 48 years, leaving a wife
and five children* to mourn his loss
He was a member of the United Brethren Church in Christ, and died as he had
lived, relying absolutely on the promises of
his Savior.
Mr. and Mrs. Albright
had seven sons in the army at one time, and he informs us he
offered his services
to his country if they would supply him with teeth
with which to bite the cartridge they all returned to their homes uninjured except Philip,
who received two
;
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while these patriotic boys were in the front, suffering the dangers
mother took
and privations of cruel and devastating war, their heroic and patriotic
determination and resolua
with
and,
hands,
own
her
in
labor
of
implements
the

flesh-wounds

;

and, with her own hands,
tion that is the offspring of patriotism, entered the field,
Mr. and Mrs.
fatigue.
cultivated 16 acres of corn, and doing other labor of great
are greatly interand
years,
fifty
for
church
the
of
members
been
have
Albright
great satisfaction that
ested in religion, and in their declining years it affords them
them in achievthey have not labored in vain, their children being co-workers with
for eight
Gospel
the
of
minister
a
been
has
William
son
His

ing righteousness.

JACOB BISH, grocer and tobacco dealer, Arcanum born in Carroll Co..
during life,
Md., Nov. 19, 1823, where he remained until about 1839, after which,
youthful days
he learned three trades, viz.: tanner, carpenter and machinist in his
public school
received no education after his maturity, voted to introduce the
April
svstem and donated the land for the first schoolhouse in his township on
child
one
have
union
this
and
by
Jones,
Mary
with
marriage
in
united
he
24 1845,
emigrated to
they remained at the place of his nativity until 1855, when they
engaged
Pavton, Ohio, where he soon found employment in a machine-shop and was
West
near
for
farm,
a
$6,000.
bought
he
time
which
at
until
1866,
in various pursuits
came
Sonora. Preble Co., Ohio, and moved on it he soon after sold it, and in 1872
known as the Coons
to Darke Co. and bought a farm near Arcanum, what was then
moved to Arcafarm, which he afterward laid out in town lots and sold in 1874,
num, located on lot No. 56, where he engaged in his present business, and since
of
1878 his entire attention has been turned to the tobacco trade forW. S. O'Neal;
MarDayton, Ohio, and since a resident of Arcanum, has held the offices of Town
Township our subject
shal, Town Councilman and Pike Superintendent of Twin
of traveling, thereby
deal
great
done
a
life,
whole
is a man who has, during his
viewed the scenes of the Alleghany Mountains a number of times and served
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

having

life, he^ had an
four months in the late rebellion when Mr. B. commenced in
amount of property so small that his tax receipts have increased from 25 cents
;

to $75

The subject of this
P. 0. Arcanum.
C. BRISTLY, carpenter
Olivine,
sketch is the son of Charles Bristly, a native of Germany, and Elizabeth
removed
parents
his
1826
Sept.
Pennsylvania
7,
in
born
was
Pennsylvania
of
After
years.
to Montgomery Co. in 1853. where his father died in 1857, aged 76
father, his
a residence in this county of one year subsequent to the death of his
her
mother took up her abode with her son (Henry O), where she remained till
At the age of 21, Mr. Bristly
death, Jan. 9, 1873, aged 77 years and 6 months.
began life for himself
left the old roof that had sheltered him all these years, and
He
by learning the carpenter's trade, which he has closely followed up to this time.
was united in marriage with Miss Delila, daughter of Jacob Baker, Esq., a resident
to wit
of Montgomery Co., Ohio, Oct. 18. 1855 eight children have been born,
On
Elizabeth, Susanna, Mary, Levi, Sarah, Samuel, and two died in infancy.
which at
the 2d of March, 1857, Mr. B. located on the land where he now lives,
by hard work, energy and industry, he has
that time was covered by timber
made great changes, and to-day has a fine residence, first-class farm buildings, and
Mr. Bristly has been School Director for^
a farm in a high state of cultivation.
Is a member of
years, and is at this time filling the office of Township Trustee.

HENRY

;

;

;

:

;

;

the Lutheran Church.

.

The subject of this sketch was born in lendeceased.
when
nessee Nov. 25, 1823 his parents removed to Preble Co., Ohio, in 1827,
assisted
he was but 4 years old. he continued to reside with his parents and
He was then united in marriage with
in the labors of the farm till 1846.
with no
Sarah Wright, Oct. 27 of the same year he then began life for himself,
assisted by
nobly
being
and,
will,
resolute
and
hands
willing
own
his
means except
energetic wife, they overcame the difficulties so common to early

ISAAC BURKE,

;

;

his amiable

and
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pioooer life and succeeded in making a comfortable home, where his widowed wife
remains, assisted by her children in carrying on the farm. Mr. Burke's death
occurred Oct. 7. 1867, in his 44th year, leaving many friends and a nienHny that
will long be cherished by his lonely wife and fatherless children.
Mr. Burke was
an active member of the Methodist Church, and died trusting in the promises of
his Savior.
Ten children were given to this union, viz.: William A., born March
Mary E., born June 28, 1849 John M., born April 15, 1851 Ruth A..
31, 1848
born March 24, 1853 Richard H., born June 3, 1855 Irene, born June 16, 1857.
Manervia A., born May 11, 1858 Calvin J., born July 18, 1859 Jesse D., born
Amanda A., bora Feb. 12, 18G3. Manervia died June 27, 1857
Nov. 21, 1861
Mrs. Burke has been sorely
Irene died June 27, 1877 Jesse died Feb. 23, 1862.
afflicted by the loss of her husband and children, but seems resigned to the loss,
and lives in the hopes of being again united.
D. CLARK, of the firm of Kraus & Clark. Arcanum.
To the subject of this sketch we are pleased to accord a place in the advance lines of the
early pioneers of Darke County
he was born in Butler Co., Ohio, Aug. 12, 1814,
and is a son of Barzilla and Mary (Davis) Clark his father was born in Virginia
Oct. 3, 1788, and died in Darke Co. in March, 1874, and his remains are interred
his mother was born in Maryland Sept. 1, 1780, and
in the cemetery at Ithaca
died Aug. 13, 1871, and lies beside her husband in Ithaca Cemetery the}' settled
in Twin Township in 1848, one mile southwest of Ithaca.
Mr. Clark, Sr., was a
volunteer in the war of 1812, and was in the army that was surrendered bj" Hull,
and was on the pension rolls of the old veterans of that war. The subject of this
sketch has been a continuous resident of Darke Co. since 1840 he had purchased
255 acres of land in its wild state, and, by his untiring industry and determination, in which he has been most nobly assisted by his industrious and amiable
wife, succeeded in removing all the obstructions and thoroughly fitted it for the
implements of agriculture he still owns the same tract of land, with an additional 40 acres that he has cleared, improved and spent the greater part of his
life upon
in 1872, he came to Arcanum and engaged in the drug business, which he
followed for three years, then selling out to his son and embarked with Mr. Kraus
in a general mercantile business, in which he is still engaged.
He was united in
marriage with Miss Sarah, daughter of John and Jane Bow}*er, Aug. 15, 1838,
near Foster's Crossing, in Warren Co.; her parents were born in Pennsylvania in
the latter part of the eighteenth century, and settled in Warren Co. in 1800, and
were among the first settlers in that county both died in the county of their
adoption, her father at the age of 76, and her mother at the age of 68 years.
Mr.
and Mrs. Clark are the parents of eight children, viz.: Mary J., born in Warren
€o., Dec. 29, 1839
Sarepta, born in Darke Co., June 21, 1842
Nancy, July 3.
1845 John W., Sept. 15, 1848 Bowyer, July 12, 1852 Sarah E., July 6, 1856
Laura J., April 5. 1859, and one dying in infancy April 20, 1851. Mr. and Mrs.
'lark have been members of the M. E. Church for upward of forty years, ami
have faithfully performed the duties incident to a fervent Christian life. Mr. Clark
is a Prohibitionist and a good worker in the temperance cause.
Mr. Clark.
assisted by Mr. Ivester, whose sketch appears in this work, was the first to agitate
the question of free pikes, and under his supervision three miles were constructed
in the fall of L867.
MICHAEL ("LINE, cooper. Arcanum was born Jan. 20, 1811, in Hampshire County, Va., where he remained until March, 1836, when he came to
Montgomery County. Ohio, and commenced coopering, which occupation he has
followed through life.
dan. 1-4, 1844, he was united in marriage with Martha A.
Miller, and by this union they have five children, viz., Mollie E., Henry M.. Charles
('.,
Edward A. and William; .Mollie has been a teacher of the public school for
a number of years. Mr. (Mine came to Arcanum, Darke Co., in 1866, where he has
since resided, and since then has filled the office of Township Trustee five successive
terms. Town Councilman one term.
The sum of the ages of our subject, father
still
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;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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and mother, and both

was 582 years
of his grandfathers and grandmothers,

shows remarkable average

age.
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this
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1839, and is a son of William W.
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education
average
good
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business
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boots
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funeral
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farm of 60 acres in
he clos"d out his stock and purchased a
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when
years,
two
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he carried
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Levi
of
Township
^Lsed 120 aefes in Butler
n 1872, he opened a
realizing a fair profit
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where
Arcanum,
in
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storerooms back, and carries a complete
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boots,
of clothing, dry goods, hats, caps,
and
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house.
business
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first-class
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PHILEMON CROMWELL,
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a son of Philemon and Mary
he was born March 23, 1803, and is
native State-his father•* the
their
in
dying
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he removed to Ohio
years
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John W., Nov. 30, 1852 Alverdo, Dec. 13, 1857
Philemon, Feb. 14, 1850
Henry H. was a member
Catherine, wife of Francis Huffen, died Feb. 22, 1874
of Co. D, 110th O. V. I., and at his country's call went nobly forth in defense of
his country, and to help save the honor of his flag on the 5th of May, the first
day of the great and ever-memorable and disastrous battle of the Wilderness in
Virginia, he fell, pierced by the enemy's bullets, while charging on a rebel stronghold, and. like many of his brave comrades in arms, his body lay for days between
the contending lines of vast armies, amid the clash and turmoil of incessant battle, and to-day his remains are peacefully at rest on the ground where he fought
Mr. and Mrs. Cromwell have been members of the United Brethren Church
to win.
for forty years, and their large family of children are co-workers with their parents
in the cause and advancement of the Christian religion.
FASIG-, merchant tailor and Justice of the Peace, Ithaca the
subject of this sketch was born in Sprendlingen, Grossherzogthum, Darmstadt.
Mr. Fasig
Germany, March 14, 1831 he is a son of John and Susan Fasig.
emigrated to America in 1855. landing in New York in October, and made his
way to Euphemia, Preble Co., Ohio, where he engaged in tailoring for upward of
one year, when he removed to Ithaca and engaged in the same business which
he is still engaged in. He was united in marriage with Elizabeth, daughter of
Franz and Doratha Croell, May 28, 1854 twelve children have been given to this
union, viz.: Luzetta, born April 27, 185G, died April 13, 1860
John, born Sept. !'.
Mary, born Feb. 18, 1859, died March 25, 1801
1857, died Sept. 12, 1859
Minnie L., born Aug. 15, I860 Margaret L., born Sept. 5, 1861, died Oct. 3,
1862 Eliza, born Oct. 27, 1862 Catherine, born June 4, 1864 Charles A., born
Amanda S., born Aug. 23, 1868 Sarah J., born April 28, 1870.
Oct. 31, 1866
died April 29, 1872
William H., born March 22, 1873 Leah C. born Jan. 20,
1876.
Truly, Mr. and Mrs. Fasig have a large and very interesting family
their
charming daughters, with their various accomplishments, tend to make home a
pleasant place.
Mr. Fasig carries a fine stock of custom-made clothing, dry
goods, notions, tobaccos and cigars, and if you want a perfect-fitting suit of clothes.
give him a call.
Politically, he is Democratic, and has been prominently identified in all the township offices, and has alwa3's carried the unanimous support of
his constituents, which is ample proof of his official business capacity.
Mrs.
Fasig was born June 24, 1834, in Phaffenshabenneim, Germany she had two
uothers and eight sisters four came to this country, and two have since died
her elder brother was killed in the Mexican war.
A. M. FLORY, of the firm of Wallace & Flory, dealers in hardware and agricultural implements, Arcanum.
The subject of this sketch was born May 12,
1851, and is a son of Henry and Catherine Flory, old residents of Montgomery
Co.. Ohio; his father followed coopering the greater part of his life, and was
engaged in farming a short time previous to his death his father dying when he
was but 10 years of age, he went out into the world to take care of himself and
battle with life, and, by energy and persevering industry, has overcome all obstacles.
and so far has made life a success at the age of 16 years, he learned the carpenter trade, which he followed till he removed to Arcanum, the last day of December. 1873, and on the 1st day of March, 1874, he opened a general hardware store,
in partnership with Mr. Wallace, in which business they are still engaged
he w:iunited in marriage with Miss Catherine E., daughter of Henry Burns. March 19.
1S74. her parents being residents of Preble County
Mr. Flory has been identified
with the offices of his village, having been a member of the City Council, and has
had the honor of Mayor conferred upon him by his fellow towns men.
FLORY, farmer: P. (). Cordon the subject of this sketch was
born in Montgomery County, Ohio, Dee. 22, 1811, being a son of Joseph and
Elizabeth Florjhe resided in the county of his nativity till 1861, when he
removed to Darke County, and settled on Sec. 26 of Twin Township, where he now
resides.
He was united in marriage with Hannah Wagerman in 1853, and by this
;
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"anion they have had three children, of whom two are living, viz., John W., Elizabeth,
and Joseph, deceased his farm is all in a good state of cultivation and has good
improvements erected thereon.
JOHN C. HAMILTON, physician and surgeon Ithaca the subject of
this memoir was born in Monroe County, Ohio, in 1852, and is a son of Jacob
he received a good
and Maria Hamilton, old residents of Monroe County
common-school education, and afterward entered the Mt. Union College in Stark
County, where he prosecuted his studies with great energy for two years he then
;

;

;

;

;

read medicine, under the instructions of a very prominent physician of Louisville, Ohio, and afterward attended the full course of lectures at the Cincinnati
Medical Institute, and finished his entire course of stud}', after much hard labor, in
1875, having gained his M. D., the goal of his ambition, and commenced the prache is a successful practitioner and a gentleman of
tice of medicine in Ithaca
ability and refinement.
He was united in marriage with Miss Allie Dresher, of
Cincinnati, Jan. 27, 1879.
DAVID A. HARSH, merchant, Arcanum. The gentleman whose name heads
this sketch was born in Preble Co., Ohio, Dec. 25, 1838.
His boyhood days were
spent on his father's farm till his 16th year, at which time he began his struggle in
life alone and unaided, save by his indomitable will and energy.
He was engaged
in Indiana as teamster for about eight months, then abandoned the business and
engaged in carpentering, which he followed for five years. In the beginning of the
war, he volunteered in the 11th 0. V. I., and served four months, when he was honorably discharged from the service. In 1861, he engaged in storekeeping in Hill
Grove, Darke Co., but, on account of failing health, he was obliged to relinquish
his business and seek the out-door employment of the farm, and for two years carried on a farm in Preble Co. thence he went to Lewisburg, where he remained for
six years
thence to Arcanum, and followed butchering for two years he then
followed various pursuits till July 4, 1877, when he again engaged in the mercantile business, and, by judicious management, has built up a good trade, receiving
his full share of the public patronage. He married Susanna Studebaker, daughter
of D. and Elizabeth Studebaker, of Darke Co. Mr. and Mrs. Harsh are members
of the Reformed Church and are zealous workers in the cause of religion. He is
a member of the Libanius Lodge, No. 80, is in good standing, and his motto is
onward and upward in the order.
FRANCIS M. HUFFER, farmer P. 0. Ithaca. Born in Greene Co., Ohio,
June 29, 1837, and, in 1839, he, with his parents, came to Darke Co., where he
remained at home until 1858. At that time, he united in marriage with Catherine
V. Cromwell, and by this union they have three sons and two daughters
in the
year 1874, Mrs. Hurler departed this life. During life she was a consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Mr. Hurler has since united in marriage
with Louisa Reidenhour, and they are living on his farm, in Sec. 28, Twin Township
he has one among the best stock and grain farms in the township, beautifully located north of Ithaca, with a good gravel l'oad on the east and west, and several good fountains on the east side of it, the land being worth probably $100 per
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

acre.

GEORGE IVESTER, farmer and miller, Sec. 4 P. O. Arcanum. The subject
of this memoir was born in Chester Co., Penn., Aug. 10, 1821
he only had the
advantage of a common-school education, such as the country afforded upwards of
fifty years ago, and when out of school assisted his father in a nail factor}'
at the
age of 13 years, he commenced his career in the world alone and unaided, save his
own willing hands, and inflexible will in 1834, he removed to Miami Co., Ohio, where
he worked on a farm for three years, and then entered a blacksmith-shop and soon
became a proficient in his trade, which he prosecuted for twenty years in the
spring of 1849, he was seized with the gold fever that raged so at that time, and
made an overland trip to the Pacific Coast, which occupied 130 days in the fall
of 1854, he settled in Dai'ke Co., in Twin Township, where he purchased 148 acres
;

;

;

;

;

;
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of land where, he now lives, all of which is in a high state of cultivation in the
summer of 1^7"). he erected a large and magnificent dwelling in the pleasant little
village of Arcanum, and its pleasant grounds and beautiful surroundings make
He celebrated his marriage with
the most desirable place in the village.
it
Miss Rebecca, daughter of William and Catherine Davis, Feb. 24. 1851. Six
Willchildren have been given to this union, viz.: Martha J., born Jan. 11, 1853
iam EL, born Aug. 5, 1855 Emma J., born May 13, 1858 Olive V., born 2\pril
Mina B., born Dec. 23, 1868. The parAllie 0., born March 27, 1864
1. 1862
ents of Mr. lvester were residents of Chester Co., Penn.; his father was born in
his mother was
the county of his nativity
1 784, and died at the age of 58 years, in
born in the latter part of the eighteenth century, and departed this life about 1839.
Mr. lvester has had his full share of petty offices, and informs us that he has never
been a political aspirant. Mrs. lvester was born in Logan Co. Jan. 18, 1825.
BENJAMIN C. JACKSON, farmer and teacher P. 0. Arcanum. Born in
New .Jersey July 4, 1828 his parents being dead, he lived with his grandfather
until 1845, when he entered the Mt. Retirement Seminary. Sussex Co., Vt, where
he remained until 1848, then engaged in teaching till 1851. at which time he
entered upon duty with the N.Y. & E.R.R Co. as telegraph, freight and ticket agent
he then engaged as
at Chester, Orange Co., N, Y., where he remained until 1856
book-keeper in a wholesale cigar and liquor store in New York City until 1857, and
since has been principally engaged in teaching. In 1861, he united in marriage in
;

;

;

;

1

;

:

;

;

;

;

with Mary A. Kimmel, and by this union has two chiland George E. In 1872, he came to Darke Co. and bought
where he now lives, in Sec. 7, valued at $3,500.
HARRISON A. KEPNER, hardware and grocer, Arcanum. The subject
of this sketch was born in Perry Co., Penn., May 14, 1836 he was the son of a
family of eleven children, whose father, Jacob Kepner, was born in Juniata Co..
Penn", July 21, 1806, and whose mother, Catharine (Kanawell) Kepner, was born
Having resided in his native county
in Berks County, same State, Nov. 11, 1808.
until the age of 21, he left the parental roof, and, wholly dependent upon his own
Subsequently, he emigrated to
resources and energy, began the struggle of life.
Allen Co.. Ohio, where he remained about one year, then finally settled in Darke
on the 4th day of September in the following year, he
Co. in the spring of 1858
married Miss Sarah, daughter of George and Lydia Brumbaugh, who were then old
the fruits of this marriage were four children, three of
residents of the county
whom are now living, viz.: Clara C, born in 1862 Harry V., born in 1867. and
Bertha N., born in 1877. Mr. Kepner's political sympathies are with the Democratic party, and his influence has been lent to the advancement of the principles
which he advocates. The party has recognized and reciprocated by bestowing
upon him various offices of trust and responsibility, which he has in every case
most creditably filled, and by his genial manners and uprightness of character has
won friends among all with whom he has been brought in contact.
The subject of this
J. H. KRAUS, of the firm of Kraus & (Mark. Arcanum.
sketch was born in Butler Co., Ohio, in 1840, and is a son of Benjamin and Nancy
Kraus, both natives of Lancaster Co., Penn., and removed to New York State, in
1835. and to Butler Co.. in 1836, and to Montgomery Co.. Ohio, in 1846, where they
they are the parents of two children, viz.: Amanda C.now
still continue to reside
Mrs. I). II. Wilson, who resides in Montgomery Co.. Ohio, and J. II.. the subject of
his grandfather,
this sketch; his grandparents were natives of Pennsylvania
Kraus. was horn in 1778,and died at the age of 82 years his grandmother, Kraus,
was born in 780, and died at the agcof 84 years his grandparents on his mother's
side were Jacob and Elizabeth (Keeler) Shell, also natives of Pennsylvania; Mr.
Shell dying at the age of 77. and Mrs. Shell at the advanced age of 80 years. Mr.
Kraus was engaged in the mercantile business for a period of five years, and
removed to Arcanum in October. 1870, and engaged in the business he still conle was united in marriage with Miss C. E.. daughter of Jacob and
tinues to follow.

Montgomery

Co.. Ohio,

dren, viz.. Carrie Y.
the farm of 57 acres

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

;

1

I
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Swank June 22, 1871, her parents being residents of Montgomhave been given to this union, viz.: Harry B., born Aug. 10.
children
ery Co. two
1876 Waldo J., born April 2, 1879 he has, by his own exertions and studious
matters, and as a
habits, succeeded in making himself well versed in educational
reward for his persevering industry and popular business ways, has made life a sucthough Mr. Kraus is
cess, and is literally one of the self-made men of Darke Co.;
full share of local
a
him
voted
have
fellow-townsmen
his
aspirant,
no political
Mrs. Kraus has been a lifelong member of the U. B. Church, and is a
offices.
hard-working, consistent, Christian woman, and greatly interested in the emulation
Nellie (Niswonger)
;

•

;

of the Christian religion.

THOMAS McCOWEN, farmer and stock-dealer P. 0. Arcanum was born
native of BellDarke
Co., Ohio, Nov. 7, 1828, and is a son of John McCowen, a
in
brook Ireland, who came to North America when but 3 years old, and was
one of the patriots of 1812 came to Darke Co. in 1826, being one of the pioneers
Our subject spent his boyhood days on a
of this county, where he died in 1850.
farm in summer, and in winter devoted his time to school, as much as time and
convenience would admit, which at that time were limited. In 1850, he united in
marriage with Sarah J. Mears, and by this union they have three children, viz.: Mary
When Mr McCowen comA., now Mrs. 0. B. Pierce; Catherine and Irvin.
he has
assist him in life
to
which
by
money
no
had
he
himself,
menced for
acres of valuable
since, by industry and economy, become the possessor of 233
land in Sees. 17. 19 and 20, twin Township is located on the Ithaca and Ft.
The gentleman whose name heads this sketch, has been
Jefferson free turnpike.
member of
a member of the Masonic Fraternity for thirty-two years the oldest
;

;

;

;

;

;

has
the Ithaca Lodge, also a member of the I. 0. 0. F. for a number of years
been an active member of the Darke Co. Agricultural Association at present is
has held the office of Twin Township Trustee four years.
President of the same
M. MARSHALL, retired, Gordon. The lady whose name heads this
infancy
sketch was born in the State of New York Dec. 2, 1813, and removed in
Mundhenk.
Lewis
father,
her
in
1815
Ohio,
Co.,
Montgomery
to
parents
with her
was born in Wittenberg. Germany, in 1784 her mother, Mary A. Feit, was born
;

;

;

ANNA

;

;

Botterburn, Germany, in 1789 they were married in New York June 4, 1811
Mr. Mundhenk departed this life at the age of 74 years Mrs. Mundhenk is living
Our subject was
at the advanced age of 90 years, and is still hale and hearty.
united in marriage with Philip Marshall, April 17, 1834 he was a son of Henry
and Mary Marshall, who were natives of New Jersey, afterward residents of Montgomery Co., Ohio Mr. Marshall departed this life March 10, 1838, aged 26 years
day
she still bears the name of her departed husband, and was 67 years of age the
Two children were given to this short but happy union,
this sketch was written.
Mary A., born Jan. 12, 1835 Philip L., March
of whom only one survives, viz.
Mary A.'s first marriage was consummated with
28, 1838, died May 19, 1838
John Mills her second marriage was celebrated with Mr. Troxall, Nov. 3, 1864
:

in

;

;

;

:

;

;

:

;

;

;

to their union three children have been given, viz.
John D., Oct. 18, 1868 Letta N., Dec. 11, 1870.
;

:

Watson

born Sept. 5, 1865
Mr. Troxall had been previously
E.,

;

married to Susan Heater; four children were the fruits of their union, viz. Emma
Mary E., July 3, 1861 Mrs.
Martha A., Jan. 25, 1860
B., born July 27, 1858
Troxall departed this life April 15, 1864, aged 29 years 6 months and 25 days
he was a son of David Troxall, a native of Pennsylvania, who departed this life
his wife removed to Ohio in 1847, and died in July, 1861.
in 1840
DAVID E. MUNDHENK, farmer P. 0. Gordon. The gentleman whose
name heads this sketch was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1831 he is a son
:

;

;

;

:

•

;

;

whose
of Lewis and Mary Mundhenk, and a brother to Mrs. Anna Marshall,
Our subject's boyhood
sketch, with that of her parents, appeared in this work.
days were spent on his father's farm, where he assisted in agricultural pursuits
faithfully
until his 21st year, when he began life for himself, and for three years
labored in Montgomery Co., and then removed to Darke Co., where he now
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He was united in marriage with Elizabeth Reed, who is a daughter of
resides.
John and Barbara Heed they were natives of Westmoreland Co., Penn., and
removed to Montgomery Co. in 1836, where they resided until Mr. Reed's death,
;

which occurred in February, 1840 then his wife removed to this count}', where
she resided until her death, Feb. 17,1870, aged about 70 years Mr. Mundhenkisoneof
Darke Co.'s self-made men, having begun life empty-handed, and by hard work and
o-ood management, coupled with frugality, he and his amiable wife have accomplished
made a good home, being now in possession of 160 acres
the great object in life
the improvements are No. 1 in
of as good land as is to be found in the county
every particular his large house, which has recently been built, and its pleasant
Six children are the
surroundings, make his premises a ver} attractive place.
Charles J., born July
fruits of their union, viz., Clement V., born March 29, 1864
Politically, Mr.
Eddie M., born Nov. 7, 1868 three dying in infancy.
14, 1866
Mundhenk is a Democrat of the old Jacksonian school, but has never been a poli;

—

;

;

r

;

;

;

tical aspirant.

PHILIP MUNDHENK,

farmer P. 0. Arcanum was born in Montgomery
he is a son of Lewis and Mar}' Mundhenk, and a
Ohio, July 19, 1816
also a brother of Mrs. Marshall,
brother of Daniel, whose sketch appears here
he resided in his native
in whose sketch proper mention is made of his parents
county with his parents until his marriage, which was celebrated with Mary A.
King May 11, 1848 she was a daughter of John and Elizabeth King, who were
among the early settlers of Darke Co.; he settled in Darke Co. in 1848, and on
the place where he now resides in 1853 he first purchased 160 acres of land, covered with a dense forest, which has entirely disappeared from view, and in its
stead highly cultivated fields, rich and productive a fine barn and a large brick
residence which he has erected, at a cost of $3,000, mark the place where a few
years ago the handiwork of nature reposed in all its grandeur he has since added
to the original purchase, and now owns 260 acres of fine land, all in a high state
of cultivation. In August, 1878, he was rendered houseless by the devouring
Eight children have been given to their union, viz.: Lewis R., born Feb.
flames.
Martha J., Jan.
Elizabeth R., Feb. 16, 1853
John. March 9, 1851
28, 1849
Charles F., Jan.
Dora C, March 22, 1857 Philip A., July 6, 1861
28, 1855
Albert D., Jan. 30, 1870, and departed this life March 15, 1872.
12, 1867
WILLIAM NE ALEIGH, farmer and minister of the Gospel P.O. Arcauum
was born in Preble Co., Ohio, Sept. 28, 1811 his parents were Henry and Elizabeth Nealeigh. He married Rachael Shields, of Preble Co., Nov. 17, 1831, and
Of his experisettled in Darke Co. in January 1837, on Sec. 3, Twin Township,
Co.,

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

We

"
were married in 1831, and commenced
ence, Mr. Nealeigh writes as follows
life with $30
in January, 1837, we emigrated to Darke County and settled
on the land where we have since lived in five years, we had earned and paid for
our 163 acres of land, $555. The forest looked wild there were wolves and deer
in abundance, and the mosquitoes were so numerous that, when I went out of an
evening to shoot squirrels, they'would alight so thick on my gun barrel that I
could not see the sights, unless I fired very quickly, but now, the wilderness has
become a fruitful field, thank God The first spring, we made a flour barrel full
:

;

;

;

!

of sugar, ami twenty gallons of molasses in 1840, we were both converted to God.
and in 1843, a Christian Church, called the Panther Creek Christian Church, and a
meeting-house was built one mile south of Arcanum we were two of the charter
members, and the only two now living I there commenced preaching. The church
was two miles from our home, and we often traveled tliat distance six times in
one day and night, carrying a child in our arms I traveled and preached whereI have preached
ever I could, and worked on my farm the balance of uiy time
forty years, and during my ministiy have delivered 3,029 sermons. 1,586 exhortations, attended 304 funerals, solemnized 213 marriages, prayed with the sick 470
times, received into the church 422 members, baptized 212, made 153 speeches of
various kinds, and traveled 40,324 miles, for which I have received about $50
;

;

;

;

;
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per year. I was once young, and now I am old, and I never saw the righteous
Mr. Nealeigh, has, in addition
forsaken or their seed begging bread, thank God
to the labors he has enumerated, raised a family of ten children.
GEORGE NISONGER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 23 P. 0. Gordon,
The subject of this sketch is one of the old residents of Darke Co.; he was
Ohio.
born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Oct. 16, 1823, and is a son of George and Fanny
Nisonger, natives of Pennsylvania. Mr. Nisonger resided in the county of his
nativity until he removed to Twin Township, Darke Co., in 1849. He was united
in marriage, in 1853, to Miss Louisa, daughter of John and LydiaSt. Clair, natives
of Pennsylvania, who removed to Ohio at an early day four children have been
Catherine, born Dec. 25, 1854
John W., born June 20,
given to this union, viz.
Catherine was
1859 Henry, born March 12, 1862 Silas, born Jan 5, 1867.
married in the fall of 1872, to George Mathews, and resides on an adjoining farm
John W. died Jan. 7, 1863. Both Mr. and Mrs. Nisonger are members of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, and are zealous, energetic Christians. Mr. and Mrs.
Mathews are also members of the same church. Mr. Nisonger has 40 acres in his
home farm, which is in a good state of cultivation.
DANIEL B. OLWINE, livery and exchange, Arcanum the subject of this sketch
we are pleased to place in the foremost ranks of the early pioneers of Darke Co.,
he was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1835, and is a son of David and Nancy
Olwine, and removed with his parents to Van Buren Township in the spring of
1839.
Mr. Olwine, the subject of this sketch, was only 4 years old at the time,
but has many vivid recollections of the early pioneer life he assisted his father
in the duties of farming, and, as a matter of course, young David had his part to
perform in the many log rollings that were necessary before the dense forest of
Darke Co., could be subjected to the use of the plow he labored on his fathers
farm till 18 years of age, or in 1858, when he commenced his career without a
dollar in his pocket or a second suit of clothes he served an apprenticeship as
carpenter for one year, for which he received $8 per month, when he hired to
another party for better wages and labored for three years, for which he received
$18 per month. His marriage was celebrated on Oct. 1, 1857, with Miss Amanda
Jones, daughter of Henry and Susan Jones, old residents of Darke Co., Ohio after
his marriage, he was without funds to procure the necessary furniture for housekeeping but by negotiating a small loan from his father-in-law, he procured a
little lumber and manufactured his own furniture for housekeeping, renting a
farm in Adams Township, near Gettysburg, on which he lived for one year selling
out again, he embarked in the carpenter business in Harrison and Adams Townships, which he prosecuted till 1860, when he again engaged in farming till 1864
he then engaged in the cabinet business and followed cabinet-making till 1869,
and then handled walnut lumber for two years; in the fall of 1871, he again
resumed the cabinet-making business in the spring of 1872, he removed to
Arcanum and engaged in his previous business for two years during that time he
erected a very fine residence, then kept hotel and dealt in real estate till 1875
selling out the hotel business, he purchased a large liverj' and barn and contents,
which business he still continues to follow. Mr. Olwine has had a checkered career,
and in all of his ups and downs he has been nobly assisted by his amiable and
estimable wife.
His barn contains many fine turnouts, and we would advise any
who wants a drive to call on Dan. Eleven children have been given to this union,
of whom all are living except three, two having died in infancy Franklin T., was
born Aug. 21, 1858 Susan B., May 8, 1860 Nancy J., Sept. 4, 1862
Ida L.,
Sept. 9, 1864 Essie G., Aug. 11, 1868 Gladis M., Dec 20, 1870 Adda F., June
21, 1873 Parlie M., April 15, 1876 Nancy J., died April 15, 1869, aged 7 years
!

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

7 months and 11 days.
B. F. OZIAS, freight, ticket and telegraph agent, Arcanum
on the D.
U. R. R. To the above-named gentleman we are pleased to record a space in
this work; he was born in Preble County, Ohio, Nov. 17, 1837, where he was
;

&

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES:

656

brought up on the farm until 1855, and received a common-school education, after
after returning from
which he took a short course in the Seven-Mile Academy
the seminary, was engaged in various pursuits until 1867, when he opened a drug
at this time
store in Galveston, Ind., which business he followed until 1869
sold out and came to Arcanum. Darke Co., where he has since resided, and up to
1872 was variously engaged at this time, he was appointed to the office he now
our subject, since a resident of Twin Township, has been
holds, and duly tills
elected as Township Clerk two terms. Township Trustee one term, and Trustee of
the Arcanum School Committee while erecting their new school building in 1876.
JOHN W. PARKS, farmer and teacher P. 0. Arcanum born in Preble
County, Ohio, Oct. 22, 1839 is a son of Samuel Parks, a native of Preble County,
born Feb. 22, 1818, and who, in 1839, united in marriage with Lydia McDonald
seven children are the fruits of this union, who are all living, are married, and
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

have families. Our subject remained at home at his birthplace until 1860, when
he united in marriage with Minerva J. Gates, and by this union have one son,
from the date of his marriage to 1870, he made several changes, at
Clinton F.
which time he came to Darke Count} and purchased a farm near Arcanum. Mr.
Parks has, since the age of 18, been a live and energetic teacher of Sunday school,
and, since a resident of this county, held the office of Justice of the Peace three
years he has recently bought and improved a small farm in Sec. 4, where he is
;

T

;

comfortably situated for

JOHN

life.

RATLIFF, harness-maker

The subject of this
a son of Robert and
Lucinda (Lee) Ratliff, old settlers of Butler County. Our subject resided with his
he then
father till he was 21 years of age and assisted in the labors of the farm
began life for himself, and engaged in farming for about ten 3*ears then selling'
the implements of the farm, he engaged in harness-making, which occupation he
still follows.
He was united in marriage. Dec. 22, 1864, with Miss Minerva, daughMr. and Mrs. Ratter of David and Catherine Conners, residents of Butler Co.
Ellsworth, born Dec. 27, 1865, deliff are the parents of four children, namely
Charles E., born Feb. 25, 1867; Stella K., born Dec. 10, 1870; Thomas
ceased
C, born Nov. 8, 1876. Mr. and Mrs. Ratliff are members of the Presbyterian
Church and are zealous workers in the cause of religion, and exemplary Christian
people.
Is one
Y. ROBBINS, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 29 P. O. Ithaca,
of the oldest continuous residents of Darke Co. that we have had the pleasure of
meeting with he was born in Ithaca Sept. 28, 1 820, and has lived within one mile
he has seen the dense forests of
of his birth place for nearly threescore years
Darke County melt away before the woodman's ax and the onward march of improvement and civilization he has seen the dismal and gloomy swamps, which
bred malaria and death, robbed of their deadly poisons, subdued, renovated and
improved, and to-day, owing to the vast quantities of decayed vegetable matter,
these quagmires are the most productive lands to be found in Darke County. His
parents emigrated from North Carolina to the Stillwater, in Miami County, in
1800, afterward to Darke County in 1815, and to Richard and Rebecca Robbins
belong the honor of being the first actual settlers in Twin Township. The subject
of our sketch celebrated his marriage witli Susan, daughter of Adam and Elizabeth Rhidenour, June 11, 1840, and were natives of Maryland, and removed
children
Martha A.. Adam. Sarah. Ellen.
to Darke County in 1836 or 1837
Malinda. Daniel. Melzena, Ella, William and Alberta; Martha and Ellen, deceased.
Mr. and Mrs. Bobbins are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and bearers of the Cross for many 3'ears.
P. 0. Arcanum.
C. B. ROBBINS, farmer, Sec. 19
RYNEARSON, farmer; P. 0. Ithaca. Born in Warren Co., Ohio,
April 27. 1812. and is a son of Nicholas Rvnearson, born in New Jersey in 1769 r
and about 1792, married 3Iiss Jane Elison, who was born in New Jersey Aug. 25,
R.

;

memoir was born near Oxford, Ohio, Dec.

P. 0.

Arcanum.

1842, and

9,

is

;

;

:

;

JOHN

;

;

;

;

—

;

;

ABRAM
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1769 I)}- this union they had ten children in 1806, they emigrated to Warren
Ohio Mr. Nicholas Rynearson came from New Jersey to Ohio in a large
wagon he died in Warren Co. Feb. 24, 1822. The subject of this sketch remained
at home with his parents till 1829, at which time he entered upon the apprenticeship
of wagon-making. On Dec. 18, 1834, he was united in marriage with Rachel Ball,
who was born in Deerfield Township, Warren Co., Ohio, Aug. 12, 1817 her father
Luther Ball, was born in New Jersey in 1777, and Miss Elizabeth Fry, his wife, was
bom in Maryland in 1793; they had four children the children of Abram and Rachel
(Ball) Rynearson were nine in number, six daughters and three sons, of whom
Abram. after marriage, lived in Warren Co.
there are two daughters deceased
until 1836, at which time he moved to Twin Township, and, when he came, found
plenty of deer and turkej-s on moving to his farm in Sec. 29. where he now lives,
he found it densely covered with huge oaks, beech, and a heavy growth of underbrush, which he and his family have, through industry, opened, so that it makes a
beautiful farm home, where he and his companions are comfortably situated for
life.
Mr. and Mrs. R. have for many years been consistent members of the Methodist Episcopal Church at Ithaca, thereby lighting up the path of Christianity,
that their children ma}* not stray from it.
Gr. W. SIGERFOOS, deceased.
The subject of this sketch was born in the
State of Maryland Dec. 13, 1825
he emigrated to Montgomery, Ohio, when 9
years of age, his early life being devoted to farming and teaching^ Upon the 28th
of July, 1850, he was united in marriage with Nancy Shanck, a daughter of Peter
Shanck, whose biography appears among the sketches of Monroe Township, in
another part of this work she was born in Montgomery Co. Oct. 2, 1830 upon the
marriage of Mr. S., he followed brickmaking and school-teaching some five years in
Phillipsburg in 1855, he engaged in the dry -goods trade at Georgetown, Miami
Co., continuing the same ten years
he then devoted six years to farming, then
came to Gordon and again engaged in the dry-goods trade, and in 1872 came to
Arcanum and engaged in the dry-goods trade, continuing the same until his death,
which occurred Oct. 16, 1875. The children of G. W. and Nancy (Shanck) Singerfoos were six in number, viz.: Lorin, born Aug. 25, 1851, died Nov. 28, 1870 Orrin,
born March 22, 1853. died Aug. 12, 1870 Arrabella, born Oct. 22, 1856 Ella B.,
Jan. 26, 1863
Charles P., May 4, 1865, and Edward, Dec. 14, 1868. It will be
seen by the above that the family circle remained unbroken until Aug. 12, 1870,
when the death messenger entered and claimed Orrin as its first victim, and the
November following again made his appearance, this time laying his cold, icy hands
upon the first-born thus within the short space of about three months two of the
members of this happy family were removed from earth to Heaven, followed five
years later by the death of a kind husband and father.
JOHN SMITH, merchant P. 0. Arcanum one of the old settlers of Darke
Co.
he was born in Adams Co.. Penn., in 1828, and removed, with his parents, to
Preble Co., Ohio, in 1835 or 1836, and resided there till 1850, when he removed
to Sampson, in Darke Co., where he remained about one year, thence to Arcanum,
in 1851, and opened a store of general merchandise, it being the first store ever
opened in Arcanum. The dimensions of this building were only 16x24 feet, and
would present a striking contrast in comparison with his large, elegant and commodious store of the present day the latter being 90x32 feet. Mr. Smith is
one of the pioneer merchants of Darke Co., and has for thirty years been passing
through the different phases of mercantile life, and by his strict business integrity
and popular business habits, built up a trade that is second to none in Darke
He was united in marriage with Sophia McNutt in 1851 they were the
Co.
parents of three children, viz.. Milton W., Leonidas H, Theophilus D.
Mrs.
Smith departed this life Feb. 7, 1859, leaving a large circle of relatives and friends
to mourn her loss
his marriage with Delia V. Bittle was celebrated in 1863
the
children by this union were Edwin S., Bertelle L., Roy C, Maude C. and Mamie.
W. the above are all living. The deceased. Elmer E., was born Dec. 4, 1864,
;

;

Co.,

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

;

;

—

;

;

;

;
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and died Sept. 9, 1866. Mr. Smith is a son of Jesse and Christina (Dietrick)
Mr. Smith died at the age of
Smith, natives of Adams Co., Perm., both deceased
69 years Mrs. Smith at the age of 40.
A. F. SMITH, druggist, Arcanum one of the old settlers of Darke Co.,
and is a son of Jesse and Christina Smith, natives of Pennsylvania. He removed
with his parents from Pennsylvania, to Preble Co., Ohio, in 1836, and remained
there for a period of sixteen years, and was engaged in agricultural pursuits till
1852, when he abandoned that occupation, and removed to Arcanum the same
year, and assisted his brothers in their business for two years, when he again
resumed farming in Twin Township for a period of five years and thirsting for a
more active life, he returned to Arcanum and entered in a general mercantile
then embarked in
business, which he followed for twelve years, with fair success
the drug business, which he is still engaged in, and carries a full and perfect stock
He was
of drugs, paints, oils, and everything found in a first-class retail house.
united in marriage with Miss Jane M., daughter of Herman and Margaret Conners,
Two children have been given to this
residents of Darke Co., in September, 1854.
Mr. and Mrs. Conners departed this life
union, viz., Margaret E. and Eberle S.
within a few hours of each other, and their bodies were interred in the same grave.
WILLIAM M. SMITH, miller, grain and tobacco dealer, also dealer and
We could hardly do justice to the busishipper of live stock, Arcanum, Ohio.
ness interest of Arcanum without devoting a brief space of this work to the
gentleman whose name heads this sketch, as we consider that the local interests of
the town as well as the surrounding country owe a debt of gratitude to Mr. Smith
as conducting his many branches of business in a highly honorable manner, and
supplying a market for the productions of the surrounding countiy. He was born
in Adams Co., Penn., Nov. 16, 1829, and in the sketch of his brother, John Smith,
The subject of our sketch
will be found a more extended genealogy of the family.
came to Ohio about the year 1836, and located in Preble Co.; here he was raised
to and followed agricultural pursuits until 1858, when he came to this place and
For the next ten years he was
clerked in the store of his brother one year.
engaged in the general merchandise and grain trade, disposing of the same in 1869
he then devoted one year to the real-estate business, the three years succeeding
about the year 1872, he erected his present
being agent of the D. & U. R. R.
warehouse, since which time he has successfully followed the above business, his
shipments of grain in a season to the Eastern markets being upward of 200,000
bushels, his purchases of tobacco being disposed of for export his mill has a
capacity of from 400 to 500 bushels a day, the production of which is shipped
his shipments of live stock
largely in car-load lots to the New England States
and, as stated above, we consider the business
will exceed fifty car-loads yearly
as conducted by the above gentleman of great importance to the interests of
Arcanum and the surrounding country. Upon the 16th of February, 1852, he was
united in marriage with Maria Keltner she was a native of Indiana, but came to
Montgomery Co. with her parents when quite young. They are the parents of
four sons and two daughters, viz., John W., Seges, Jesse C, Charles E., Daisy
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

and William R.

JAMES STEELE,

To the subject of this
P. 0. Arcanum, Ohio.
farmer
are pleased to accord a place in the front rank of the early pioneers of
Darke Co. he was born in Maryland in 1802 in 1812, he removed with his
mother to Butler Co., Ohio, and labored faithfully for the maintenance of his
widowed mother and the support of the family his father died when he was only
S years old, and the responsibility of providing for the family tested exclusively
on our subject young as he was, he fully understood the situation, and labored
faithfully for the support and comfort of the family till he attained his 21st year,
at which time he learned the blacksmith's trade, which, combined with farming,
made life very successful in 1868, on account of failing health and rapid
advancement of old age, he abandoned the anvil and forge, and his attentions have been
sketch

;

we

;

;

;

;

;

;

659

TWIN TOWNSHIP.

Mr. Steele has lived on the farm he purchased
years he has .lived to see the monarchs of the
forest laid low by the onward march of civilization, the wilderness robbed of its
verdure, the desolate and pestilential swamps deprived of their poisons and converted into productive fields truly, the change has been great a howling wilderness has been conquered and subjected to the use of a great industrial people
within half a century, and still the resources of Darke Co. are not more than half
developed.
He united in marriage with Jemima Johns, March 6, 1825 twelve
children have been given to this union, of whom ten are living, viz., Elizabeth and
Hannah (twins), Uriah Stephen, Thomas, Martha, Asher, Ellen, Eliza and Mary
Mr. and Mrs. Steele have
(twins), William and Catherine having died in infancy.
they have,
lived to see their children all married and comfortably situated in life
taken great pains in educating them, five of whom are successful educators.
ELIJAH THATCHER, farmer P. 0. Arcanum was born in Genesee Co.,
N. Y., Aug. 31, 1828, and is the fourth son of Moses and Mary (Wert) Thatcher,
the former born in New York Oct. 6, 1804, the latter in New Jersey Nov. 10,
1807 ten children are the fruits of this union, viz.: George R., born March 30.
1832 Nathaniel, born Feb. 2, 1834 Godfrey, March 10. 1836 Moses, Dec. 28,
1840 Mary A.. March 21. 1843 Loraine, Aug. 30, 1846 Sarah E., Feb. 3, 1849
Charlotte, June 8, 1850
John P., July 7, 1854. The parents and five children
are deceased.
Elijah remained at home principally through life, and in the year
1844 came with the family to Darke Co., where he has since resided; he is the
only child living that has not united in marriage.
In the year 1860, he commenced
Having
life for himself, and since then has been engaged in agricultural pursuits.
started with nothing, he has since, by industry and econonry, become the possessor
of 40 acres of land in Sec. 22, Twin Township, which is well improved and under
good cultivation it is valued at about $3,000. During the last da}-s of his parents, he performed a child's duty by caring for them.
In the late rebellion, he did
his share in the field of war, and now lives a quiet life on the home farm of his
exclusively directed to the farm
at

Government

;

price, for forty-five

;

—

;

;

;

;

;

;
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;

;

;

;

sister.

JOHN

L. THOMAS, retired
P. O. Arcanum
to the subject of this sketch
are pleased to accord a place in the advance guard of the early pioneers of
Darke Co. he was born in Greene Co., Ohio, Feb. 16, 1827, and removed with his
parents when in infancy to German Township, in Darke Co.. where his parents
settled in 1827
his early boyhood days were spent at home, and, at the age of 16,
he began life for himself and did carpenter work for fifteen years, when he commenced the stud}7 of medicine at the Allopathic College in Cincinnati, where he
prosecuted his studies with much energy he was engaged in money-loaning and
doing a general brokerage business for a number of years, and in 1878, he with
his son opened a bank in Arcanum.
He celebrated his marriage with Sarah A.
Emerson, in June, 1849 she was a daughter of Gen. Henry Emerson. President
of the Farmers' National Bank of Greenville four children were given to this
union, viz.: Francis V., deceased
Alonzo S., Joseph E., Sarah J. Mrs. Thomas
departed this life Jan. 30, 1867. leaving a large circle of friends to mourn her
departure
a kind wife, an affectionate mother, are the tablets erected to her
memory by her husband and children. He was again united in marriage with
Nannevine Ballard, Nov. 29, 1871
one child has been given to this union, viz..
;

;

we

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

John Volney.

THEODORE

WARNER,

farmer and stock-raiser P. O. Arcanum. The
O.
subject of this sketch was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Nov. 24, 1842
he was
reared on a farm and assisted his father in agricultural pursuits till his 21st year
he, by hard labor, succeeded in obtaining a fair education in the common district
schools at the age of 21. he commenced life for himself and worked at various
pursuits for three years, when he was united in marriage with Miss Celestia E.
Yeasel in 1866. The parents of Mr. Warner were born in Maryland, and removed
to Montgomery County. Ohio, in 1828: his father died Sept, 3, 1874, aged 71
;

;

;

;
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his mother still continues to reside on the old home farm, and is now 72
years
years of age. The subject of our sketch was engaged in farming in Montgomery
County till the spring of 1875. and then removed to Darke County, in Twin TownBoth Mr. and Mrs. Warner have been members of
ship, where he still resides.
the Reformed Church upward of ten years, and are both zealous workers in the
cause of religion. The father of Mrs. Warner, John Yeasel, was born in Virginia
Oct. 15, 1804, and her mother, Susannah, was horn in Warren Co., Ohio, Nov. 1.
1820 they were united in marriage Sept. 1-1, 1842, her maiden name being Susan;

;

nah Aughe.

JOHN

WEIKLE, retired farmer P. O. Arcanum. He was born in Pennsylvania in 1804, and removed with his parents to Butler Co., Ohio, in 1814
He has been thrice
here he assisted his father in agricultural pursuits until 1837.
married, first with Sarah Shaffer, who bore him four children she departed this
In 1855, he was married to Mrs. Mary Knox, by whom he had
life in 1853.
His third and last marriage was
one child, Mrs. Weikle dying soon after.
celebrated with Christiana Williams, two children being the result of this union
Mr. Weikle has. by his own hard labor, skill and industry, succeeded in making a
He has been a member
comfortable home in which to enjoy his declining years.
of the Reformed Dutch Church upward of fifty years, and a continuous resident
of Darke Co. twentv-eight years.
JEREMIAH WHITENACK, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 7 P. 0. Arcanum. To the subject of this sketch we are pleased to accord a place in the front
ranks of the early pioneers of Darke Co.; he was born in Somerset Co., N. J., Oct.
he assisted his father in the labors of the farm, and removed with his
19, 1802
parents to Warren Co., Ohio, in 1823, and still continued to assist his father in
farming and weaving till 1828. He was united in marriage, June 26 of the same
year, to Miss Lavina, daughter of George and Elenore Camblin, residents of Pennsylvania one child has been given to this union, viz., John C, whose sketch appears
Mr. Whitenack settled in Darke Co. in 1837, upon 68 acres of land,
in this work.
where he still resides. He and his wife are members of the Reformed Church, and
are greatly interested in the advancement of the Christian religion, and have borne
his house has been the house of Cod, where
the cross for upward of fifty years
In
his neighbors congregated to worship their Maker in their wilderness home.
the year 1858, the parents of Mrs. Whitenack. becoming old and infirm, came to
Mr. Camblin died at the age of 81
her home and lived with her until their death
years, and Mrs. Camblin at the age of 73.
MARTIN WILD, Twin Township Clerk; P. 0. Arcanum; born in Scothis father was born in Liverpool, and mother
land, near Glasgow, May 15, 1850
Our subject, in 1856, with his father,
in Germany, and died in Scotland.
brother and sister, emigrated to Germany, where he attained a German education:
in the spring of 1860, they traversed the countries of France, Prussia, and the
Rhenish part of Germany and on the 10th of May following, they boarded a sailvessel, at Havre de Grace, France, for the United States, and landed in New York
city in the following month
soon after, it is supposed, their father enlisted in the
Martin W.. though but a boy,
late rebellion nothing has been heard of him since.
engaged in various pursuits whereby he supported himself until 1868, at which
time he emigrated to Darke Co.. where he now resides. In 1870, commenced the
plastering trade, which has since been his occupation, and during the time
(10 years) of his life in Twin Township he has held the office of Constable one
year. Township Clerk four years, and is now a candidate for County Recorder, sub
On May 11, 1872, he united in
ject to the Democratic Primary election, for 1880.
marriage witli Susan Siler, and by this union they have four children, of whom one
is deceased, and three living viz.: Gertie, Eddie
and Ethel.
P. O. Ithaca.
H. WILLIAMS, farmer and stock-raiser. Sec. 32
The subject of this memoir is another among the many old settlers to be found in
Twin Township; lie was born in Washington Co., Penn., July 5. 1806, an is a
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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son of John and Margaret Williams his father was a native of Maryland, his
mother being born in Washington Co., Penn. he was reared on the farm, and
assisted his father in agricultural pursuits till his 18th year, when he began life
for himself, and engaged in ship-carpentering for three years, when, havinggained
his majority, he emigrated West, and traveled through the States of Indiana.
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, and. on his way up the Mississippi River to Wisconsin, he erected the first building in Keokuk, and also the first fine frame
building in Madison. Iowa. This Western tour occupied about twelve 3'ears,
when he removed to Pennsylvania, in 1839, and operated a saw-mill for two
years, when he returned to Warren Co., Ohio, and was united in marriage with
Miss Nancy, daughter of Barzilla and Mary Clark, Dec. 13, 18415. Her parents
being residents of Warren Co., he remained in Warren Co. till the next year, and
then removed to Darke Co., in Twin Township he first purchased 40 acres of
land, on which he erected a frame dwelling, and moved his family into their new
quarters in September, 1847 his land being in a wild state, Mr. Williams commenced his almost herculean task of removing the vast growth of timber and
underbrush from the land, to prepare it for the implements of agriculture, and
by dint of hard labor and perseverance, he succeeded in removing these obstructions in 1871, he purchased 80 acres more land, and in addition to the other, he
now owns 120 acres of as fine land as is to be found in Darke Co. all in a
good state of cultivation. Politically, Mr. Williams is a sound Republican,
and has been identified with the most of the township offices he, with his
estimable wife, are leading members in the Methodist Episcopal Church, and have
labored long and earnestly in their Master's vineyard.
Mr. Williams is greatly
interested in educational matters, and has spared neither pains nor expense in
giving his children good educations, his 3011 Thornton being a graduate of the
Ohio Wesleyan University, and a proficient and successful educator.
Mr.
Williams informs us that James G. Blaine. America's greatest orator and statesman, was once a pupil in his brother's school, who was a very prominent educator
in Pennsylvania.
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Williams are nine in number,
viz.
Clark L., born Dec. 7, 1848 Thornton R.. born July 21, 1850 Frank M.
born Nov. 3, 1852 Mary Belle, born May 31, 1854 Martha J., born March 31.
1856 Melissa A., born April 5, 1858 their first child died in infancy Clark
departed this life Feb. 9, 1871 Frank died Aug. 30, 1868.
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EVIN BAKER,
died in 1863

deceased

;

was born

in

Rockingham

Co..

Va.,

in

1808

;

a resident of this county nearby all his life
was identified with
most of the public improvements of the county was elected to the Legislature
in 1854, and was the author of the Ohio ditch laws, and at the time of his death
had a large law practice. He was President of the Richmond & Covington Railroad, for the location of which through Greenville he had labored long and
;

;

;

earnestly.

BENJAMIN BOBENMOYER. retired farmer P. O. Arcanum a native of
Pennsylvania, and a resident of Ohio for the past fifty years, and of Darke Co.
nearly one-fourth of a century
is a brother to Charles Bobenmoyer, whose biography also appears in the Butler Township list. The subject of this sketch was born
in Berks Co., Penn., in 1805
was brought up on a farm, and received but little
education and that in Grerman was married in 1826 to Sarah Rhinesmith they
removed from Pennsylvania to Butler Co. Ohio, about the year 1833 came to
Darke Co. in 1853, and purchased the farm in Sec. 11. Butler Township, where they
;

;

;

;

:

;

;
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now reside his farm then had an " opening" and a cabin on it, but was mostly
woods and very wet and swampy since then, he, with the other settlers, have, by
means of clearing and ditching, made this to rank with the best lands in Darke Co.;
lie now has a pike in every direction from his place, good buildings, and in every
way pleasantly situated and prepared to enjoy the remainder of his days, the fruit
of his early toils and sacrifices. Mr. and Mrs. Bobenmoyer are substantial, respected
;

;

whom are living, five sons
daughters Eliza, now Mrs. William Banois, of Cincinnati
Mary, now
Mrs. Clarke Robinson, of Neave Township
William, a resident of Middletown.
Ohio Christena, now Mrs. Fred. Wagner; Frederick, now a resident of Allentown,
Penn.
Sophia, now Mrs. John Bridenstine, of Hamilton. Ohio
John, now a
resident of California
Nathan, a resident of Port Jefferson
Kate, now Mrs.
A tram Baker, of Twin Township, and Benjamin, Jr., now married, and residing
on and farming the homestead.
CHARLES BOBENMOYER, farmer P. 0. Arcanum a Pennsylvanian by
birth and an old resident of Darke Co. is the son of Frederick and Christena Ann
Bobenmoyer was born in Berks Co., Penn., March 4, 1817 when about 14 years
of age, his father came to Butler Co., Ohio, where Charles grew to manhood and
was married to Caroline Burkholder April 20, 1847 she is a daughter of Joseph
and Barbara (Meyers) Burkholder, both of whom were natives of Lehigh Co., Penn.;
Caroline was one of a family of ten children, all but one of whom grew to manhood or womanhood she was born in Lehigh County Dec. 20, 1824 her parents
emigrated to Butler Co., Ohio, when she was an infant Mr. and Mrs. Bobenmoyer
began domestic life on his father's farm, in Butler County, and continued there
six years
then purchased and removed to the farm in Sec. 3, Butler Township,
l>a ike County, where they now reside, having lived in the same house for more
than a quarter of a century, most of the fine improvements and all the gravel
roads and public ditches have been made during their residence here. Mr. Bobenmoyer commenced life a renter, and, by persevering labor and economy, saved
enough to get a start in Darke County when Butler Township was yet new, and
has grown with the growing country, and is now retired from the field of labor.
having accumulated sufficient to keep himself and family comfortably and have
something left. Mr. and Mrs. Bobenmoyer are worthy members of the German
Reformed Church and useful, respected people they have never had any children,
but have raised two Charles F. Bell, now a dentist in Arcanum, and Emma J.
Harp, who still lives with them.
ASARIAH BRUSS, farmer P. 0. Arcanum son of John and Mary (Sherman ) Bruss John was a native of Pennsylvania his father, whose name was also
John, came to Preble Co., Ohio, in 1819, the son being then 3 years old. and afterward removed to Marion Co., Lid., where his death occurred.
Mary is the
daughter of John and Susannah Sherman, natives of Maryland the father had
sold off his loose propert}' to be in readiness to move West, but sickened and
died about the time he had intended to start, and the widow came soon after to
Preble Co., Ohio
Mary was born in Maryland in 1815 John Bruss, Jr., and Mary
Sherman were married in Preble Co., in 1837
they first began domestic life in
Preble Co.; he worked by the day or job as he could, mostly making shingles and
rooting barns, for several years
then farmed a year or two in Preble Co., and in
1850 came to Darke Co.. and purchased a farm near Matchetts Corners, where
Asariah grew to manhood in 1872, they traded for and removed to the farm in
Sec. 11, where the widow now resides, his decease having occurred Oct. 26, 1878.
A sariah was born in Preble Co., Jan. 1 8, 1843, grew to manhood here in Butler Township before the era of good schools, good roads, and easy farming he was married
Jan. 22, 1807, to Miss Mary E., daughter of Joseph Hittle, and they lived with
his parents several years, he having charge of his father's farm
the same year in
which his father traded farms. Asariah purchased 33 acres in the same section, and
built a small house just across the road from his father's, where they first began
people
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housekeeping by themselves, and are still residing, he here having charge of the
In 1 862, Azariah enlisted in
old homestead, where his widowed mother now resides.
the 94th Ohio V. I., and faithfully served his country three years, enduring the hardships and privations, as well as the dangers of the service, willingly, in defense
of the flag of our country he passed unharmed through several severe engagements, was taken prisoner while under Sherman, at Goldsboro, N. C, but was
only held seven days, then paroled the capture of Richmond and surrender of
Lee soon followed, and he. with the other remaining brave defenders of their
country, was mustered out of service and joyfully returned home, receiving glad and
Mr. and Mrs. Bruss have six
grateful welcome from friends and neighbors.
;

;

children.

GEORGE BYERS,
Maryland

the subject of this sketch was a native of
Sr. (deceased)
was married to Susan Hetzler they came to Darke Co. in 1832, and
Sec. 36, and are prominently mentioned in connection with the town;

;

;

located in
ship history

they raised a family of four children, three of whom are living, viz..
Catherine is now the wife of Peter Fowble.
Catherine E.. George H. and Joseph
of Preble Co.
George H. resided with his parents until his marriage with Kezia
Fowble, daughter of Peter Fowble, of Preble Co., which occurred March 26, 1863
they first began domestic life at his father's about two years later he purchased
and removed to his present place, but his mother's decease, which occurred March
about two
26, 1872, made it necessary for him to remove to the old homestead
years later. Joseph married, and he returned to his own place in Sec. 25. where
they now reside. They are both members of the United Brethren Church, and
Peter W., Emma
respected members of the community they have six children
Joseph was the youngest child
C.j John H., Theodore, Bertie W. and Clara E.
he was married March 11, 1875, to Sarah Ann, daughter of John W. Smith, a resident of Butler Township, and they immediately took charge of the old homestead
and the care of his aged father, his brother older removing to his own farm in the
adjoining section after their father's decease, which occurred Sept. 5, 1875.
Joseph bought the other shares, and thus retains the old homestead, around which
cling the memories of the struggles, toils and achievements of his parents during
their forty years' residence, in which the wilderness and swamp which first covered
this township were converted, by toil and perseverance, amid unfavorable circumin this struggle, Mr.
stances, into one of the most fertile portions of the county
and Mrs. Byers bore their full share, and have handed down their legacies to their
children, who, it will be seen by this sketch, are carrying forward the work of
improvement and beautifying, and making pleasant and profitable, the legacy of
;
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HARRISON COBLENTZ,

farmer and Justice of the Peace, Sec. 21 P. O.
was born June 2, 1840
resident of Butler Township
remained at home until after his marriage, Sept. 18. 1860 he was united in marriage with Caroline Hittle she is the daughter of Nicholas Hittle, an early settler
of Butler Township she is also a life resident of Butler Township was born Dec.
After his marriage, Mr. Coblentz built a small frame house on his farm,
25, 1843.
which then consisted of 80 acres, the gift, in part, of his father, and. in the April
following, they began the duties of domestic life upon the farm upon which they
now reside. In the }T ear 1875, he remodeled and enlarged his house, making a very
neat, commodious home he also added to the original 80 acres, as he had means
and opportunity, and now has 334 acres in a good state of cultivation 229 in the
home farm, in Sec. 21. and 105 in Sec. 16. Mr. and Mrs. Coblentz are the parents
of four children, viz.: John C, born Oct. 15, 1862; Lizzie, born Dec. 3. 1865; Kate,
born April 29, 1871, and Frank L., born Oct. 24, 1873. Mr. Coblentz, though a young
man, is ahead}' one of the substantial citizens of Butler Township has been Trustee, and is now Justice of the Peace, and an intelligent, agreeable gentleman.
Both he, and his amiable wife, are members of the United Brethren Church, and

New Madison
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a
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;
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"
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members of society.
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GEORGE

COBLENTZ, farmer; P. 0. El Dorado, Preble Co. one of the
oldest residents of Butler Township now living; was born in Frederiek Co., Md.,
Nov. 26, 1812 when he was a young man. his parents came West and settled in
Montgomery Co.. Ohio, where he remained until his marriage with Miss Eva
Foutz, which was solemnized March 16. 1834 she was the daughter ef Frederick
Foutz, a native of North Carolina she was horn in Montgomery Co., Ohio. Dec.
22. 1813; after their marriage, they remained in Montgomeiy County about two
his father had entered a piece of land in Sec.
years, then came to Darke County
21 for him. and they put up a cabin on it and lived there about one year, but, feeling that this was too slow a way to get a start, he bought 55 acres in Sec. 2!>. upon
which thei'e were about 10 acres cleared, a log cabin, and a young orchard started
they removed to this place in February. 1837, and have since resided here, improving and adding to the original 55 acres, until he had about 600 acres, all of which
he has divided out among his children
Mr. and Mrs. Coblentz, now quite advanced in years, have seen the forest, once the home of the roving savage, cleared
by the woodman's ax, the swamps, foul with decaying vegetable matter, drained
and renovated, and all made beautiful by the advance of civilization and the improvements and embellishments they helped to make, creating fertile fields and
pleasant homes for themselves and the generations to follow
Mr. Coblentz has
been a quiet, industrious citizen both he and his devoted wife have been worthy
members of the U. B. Church for more than fort}' years they are kind neighbors
and useful members of society they are the parents of nine children Catherine,
Mary, Ezra. William Henry Harrison. Susanna, Elizabeth, John, Rebecca J. and
Eliza E. Ezra is deceased the rest are all married, and are substantial citizens
of Darke County John is the youngest son, and has the old homestead, and his
parents reside with him he was married to Mary C. Garrison May 26 1870 she
is a daughter of Simeon Garrison, and was born in Butler Co., Ohio, March 5,
1852 they have two children Charles H. and William R,
EMRICK, retired farmer and blacksmith, Sec. 34 P. 0. New
Castine was born in Germantown, Montgomery Co., Ohio, Nov. 2. 1818
he
learned the blacksmith's trade while a boy and worked at it for a number of years.
He was married to Frances Arnold June 16, 1842 they first commenced the
duties of domestic life in Montgomery Co., and removed to Darke Co. in 1852, and
carried on a shop at Versailles and afterward at Hill Grove, and still later farmed
in the vicinity of Hill Grove two or three years, then returned to Montgomery Co.
and purchased a farm there upon which they remained until 1863, when he purchased and removed to the farm in Sec. 33, Butler Township, Darke Co.. where
Samuel Emrick now resides four years later, he purchased and removed to the
farm on Sec. 34, where he now resides Mr. Emrick now has 159 acres of wellimproved land, with neat, commodious buildings, suggestive of industry and economy, and is a substantial, respected citizen both he and his wife are members
of the German Baptist Church, and useful members of society. They are the
parents of fourteen children, eleven of whom are living, viz., Josiah, Silas, Zachariah, Barbara A.. Matilda. Uriah, Benjamin P., Samuel, George W., Solomon and
Sarah E. The first seven named are married and all residents of Darke Co. but
one, who resides just over the line in Indiana.
EMRICK, retired farmer. See. 31 P. O. New Castine was born
in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Jan. 17, 1818, and lived in Preble Co. during his minority
he is the son of Jacob Emrick. He was married to Elizabeth, daughter of
t'oonrod Emrick. April 1!). 1845; after their marriage, they remained in Preble
Co. until August. 1867, when he purchased and they removed to the farm in See.
33, Butler Township, where they now reside
the spring following his removal, he
was elected Township Treasurer, and has continued to hold that office ever since
he is now a member of the Board of Directors of the County Infirmary his
home consists of 180 acres of well-improved land, with good buildings, and.
although not an old resident, he is a substantial and respected citizen. Mr. and
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Mrs. Emrick are worthy members of the Lutheran Church, of forty years' standing,
They are the parents of eight children, only two
useful members of society.
•of whom are living, viz.: Matilda, now Mrs. Geo. Bidlow, and Ananias, both
residents of Butler Township.
PETER FARST, farmer, Sec. 22 P. 0. New Castine an old resident of

and

;

;

Oct. 7, 1818, and came to Ohio when 28
years of age.* Was married in Pickaway Co., in 1844, to Matilda Stout in the year
1850, they removed to Darke Co. and settled on the farm where they now reside,
which consists of 200 acres of well-improved land, with good, substantial build-

Darke County; was born

in

New York

;

Mr. Farst is a quiet, substantial, respected citizen has raised a family of
ings.
seven children, viz.: Catharine (now Mrs. Martin Bowman), John, Amos, Susan
(now Mrs. Joseph Elliker, of Neave Township), Lavina (now Mrs. Geo. Schlecty).
Geo. W. a resident of Indiana, and Lida.
BENJAMIN FOUTS, farmer P. 0. and residence El Dorado, Preble Co. A
Buckeye by birth, and an early resident of Butler Township was born in Montgomery Co. May 18, 1813 he is a son of Jacob Fouts, who was a native of North
Carolina, and settled in Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1803, entering land upon which
he lived all the remainder of his days his decease occurred in 1864, he being in
Benjamin was married Sept. 21, 1834. to Susannah Coblentz, sister
his 83d year.
soon after their marto George Coblentz, whose biography appears in this work
riage, they came to Darke Co.; settled first in Sec. 14, Butler Township, his father
having entered the southwest quarter of that section here he remained about
seven years afterward lived near New Madison, and later, a short time, in Preble
Co.; he removed to the farm in Sees. 32 and 33, which he now owns, in 1848.
Mr. Fouts is one of the pioneers of Butler Township came when Butler was a
wilderness, in the days of log-rolling and other social enterprises common to new
settlements he remembers attending rollings twenty-one days in succession one
spring; Mr. Fouts has contributed a full share toward the development and
improvement of the county, morally as well as physically. Both he and his wife
They had six children Enos, now
are members of the United Brethren Church.
married, has a family of five children, and resides on and farms his father's place
Wilson B., married, and a resident of German Township Almira, now Mrs. Philip
Coons, of Arcanum Julia, deceased, was married, and resided in Twin Township,
and left a family of four children Jacob K., was a single man of about 24 years
of age at his decease, and Uriah, also deceased. In 1871, Mr. Fouts removed to
he then lived with
Dallas, and Mrs. Fouts' decease occurred there, Aug. 15, 1867
his married sons, part of the time at Dallas, and part of the time at the farm in
Butler Township, until his second marriage, which occurred Dec. 7, 1879, the bride
being Sarah Marshall since his last marriage, he has resided in El Dorado.
JOHN P. FREDRICK, farmer P. 0. Castine is the son of Peter Fredthere were ten in the family
rick, who came from Germany to America in 1842
when they crossed the ocean, and it required sixty-three days to make the trip
they landed in New York City in August, and came on West to Montgomery Co.,
Ohio, coming by water to Columbus, and then by wagon to Dayton, where they
arrived after a three-weeks journey the same season, they came to Darke County
and settled in Harrison Township, near the lake the subject of this sketch remained on the farm with his parents until he had attained his majority then went
to Indiana and worked at the carpenter trade. Was married there Jan. 25, 1852, to
Rebecca, daughter of Wm. McFarland, who was an early settler of Butler Township and made the first clearing on the George Coblentz farm afterward he
removed to Randolph Co., Ind. Rebecca was born in Butler Township, Darke
County, March 18, 1833, and was about 3 years old when her parents moved to
Indiana after their marriage, Mr. and Mrs. Fredrick began housekeeping in Randolph County, he working at the carpenter trade there several years also dealt in
merchandise a short time. In 1861, he enlisted in the 40th O. V. I., and was
•elected 1st Lieutenant of Co. F after about eighteen months' service he resigned and
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returned home, and in 1863 purchased a farm, and has followed farming ever since
in October, 1870, they removed to Darke County, and he purchased a farm in Sec.
where they resided until the spring of 1875, when they removed to their present farm, known as the Aaron De Camp farm, which he had purchased the previous December. Mr. Fredrick is a substantial, respected citizen, a member of the
order of F. & A. M., and both he and his amiable wife are respected members of
society.
They are the parents of five children, two of whom died in infancy, and
three are now living Flora E., now Mrs. C. F. Bell, of Arcanum George W. and
John E., both at home a little orphan niece. Iva Murray, also lives with them.
ROBERT GILFILLAN, farmer and Justiceof the Peace, Sec. 25; P. 0. Castine;
a native of Ireland, and was born on Nov. 12, 1833, and came, when a child, with
his parents, to the United States
they settled in Chester Co.. Penn., where Robert
grew to manhood he learned the tanner trade, and when 17 years of age struck
out to see the world and make a start in life for himself he first visited Baltimore.
then Washington, and while there went to the White House and had the pleasure
of shaking hands with President Fillmore from there he came West, having to
stage it from the mountains to the Ohio River, thence by steamer to Cincinnati
from there he came to Dayton, and found he had just $5 left he then began to
look around to find work, which he soon found in a tannery at West Milton. Miami
Co.; afterward came to Ithaca, Darke Co., where he remained a little more than a
year went to Preble Co. in the fall of 1852 and remained until 1859
he cast his
first vote in Preble Co., when Know-Nothingism was at its height.
He was married
March 1, 1859, to Margaret C. Miller, daughter of Jacob F. Miller, a native of
Tennessee, and an early resident of Preble Co.
They removed to Darke Co. in the
April following their marriage first settled on a tract of land south of Castine.
which he had purchased in partnership with Lewis Howell. In 1862. Mr. Gilfillan
purchased his partner's interest and became sole owner of the quarter section in
1867. he sold that tract and purchased 160 acres in Sec. 25. a part of which is his
present homestead; he was elected Justice of the Peace in 1862, which office he held
until 1867; he resigned, and in 1870 was again elected, and has held the office ever
since.
Mr. Gilfillan's life is an illustration of what can be accomplished by industry, integrity and economy.
He started from Chester Co.. Penn., a lad of 17, without means, and is now a substantial and important citizen.
He has a family, three
laughters and two sons living, and three daughters are deceased, one of whom, an
unusually bright and promising girl, of about 10 years of age, was burned to death
in 1874, by the accidental explosion of a can of coal oil.
JOSEPH W. HAMIEL, merchant, Castine a Buckeye by birth, and an old
resident of Darke Co.; was born in Montgomery Co., Feb. 15, 1828
when he
was about 5 years of age, his father removed to Darke Co. and rented a
farm north of Greenville after about two years residence, he started on horseback to look up a location for a permanent residence, but never returned, nor was
anything learned of him except that a man answering to his description was
drowned while attempting to cross the Wabash River in Indiana this sad event
made it necessary for the family to return to Montgomery Co.. where the subject
of this sketch grew up, being bound to an uncle the terms made it necessary for
his uncle to see that he was educated until competent to cipher in -'the rule ot
three," and the contract was scrupulously adhered to in not educating him beyond
that point in the spring of 1 847, he came to Castine first worked by the month
for Mr.
Minich, and afterward became a partner in the lumber business in
1859. he changed from the lumber to a general merchandising business, and has
continued to conduct a general merchandise store here ever since. His marriage
with Miss Rachel, daughter of John Bettelon, an early settler of Butler Township,
occurred April 3. 1852 they have resided in Castine all their married life the}
have six children John R., Joseph W., Jr., William H, Elmore E. E., James P.
and Kmma Nettie. John R, is now married, and resides in Castine
Joseph W.
is a traveling salesman, with C. W. Darst & Co., wholesale dealers in hats, caps, furs
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members of the family household.

New Madison

a descendant of
Francis Harter, and a life resident of Darke Co. is the only child of Silas and
Lydia (Michaels) Harter Silas was the son of David and brother to Elias Harter,
whose biography appears in this work his decease occurred Dec. 1, 1861. Lydia
Michaels is the daughter of John Michaels, an early settler of Butler Township
she is now Mrs. James Clarke, of German Township. The subject of this sketch
was born in 1846 he grew up on the farm upon which he now resides at his
afterward rented it, and learned the
father's decease, he took charge of the farin
wagon-maker's trade, but returned to the farm in 1867, and has resided here ever
His father first had 40 acres, and had increased them to 80, before his
since.
death, and had a barn partly built the son finished the barn, remodeled the
house, and has also made other improvements, besides paying over $700 pike tax
and has lately purchased an additional 40 acres, with buildings. Mr. Harter.
though a young man, is already one of the substantial citizens of Butler TownHe was married to Eliza J.
ship
is an economical, industrious, useful citizen.
Zimmerman Nov. 29, 1868 she is the daughter of Reuben Zimmerman her
mother was a Brubacker, and is now Mrs. John Jamison, of Greenville. Mrs.
Harter is a member of the United Brethren Church, and an intelligent and agreeable woman. They have three children George A., Elizabeth Iola and Mary Rosetta.
ELIAS HARTER, blacksmith P. 0. New Madison. He is one of the few
men who were born here in the early days of Darke Co., that now reside here he
was born in Butler Township in 1821 is the son of David and Sarah (Boone)
Harter.
David was one of the married sons of Francis Harter, and was among
David was a blacksmith, and Elias partially
the first settlers of Butler Township.
learned the trade, while at home, and after his marriage finished his apprenticeship, and has continued to follow this trade most of his time since.
Was a
leading and active citizen of New Madison for many years, during which he
erected several of the best buildings in town, but the crisis following the close of
the war occasioned heavy loss, and he, with others, was bankrupted.
When the
war was raging and the Government called for more help, he, though above 40,
enlisted in the one-hundred-day service, and traveled over a considerable portion
of Virginia, where his father and grandfather had lived. The past season he has
relaid more plows, perhaps, than any other man in Darke Co., and is still a vigorous, active workman and a respected citizen.
He was married in 1844, to Miss
Gertrude J., daughter of William Biddle, a native of New Jersey, and an early
settler of Butler Township.
She was born in New Jersey in 1826, and was 8
years old when her parents came to Darke Co.
Mr. and Mrs. Harter are worthy
members of the Reformed Church, at New Madison, and useful, respected members of society the} have raised a large family five sons and three daughters,
viz., George S., John O., William B., Millroy E., Charles S., Sarah K., Allie J. and
Gertrude E. George S. volunteered in 1862, when only 16 years of age, and
served three years, enduring many hardships and participating in many battles
was a prisoner in the infamous " Andersonviile," and came home from there in
December, 1864, looking more like a corpse than a living being, but recovered,
and is now the teacher of the Dayton (Ohio) High School Sarah K., now the
widow of William Hetzler, deceased, is a teacher in the public school at Greenville
John O., formerly a teacher at the high schools at Ashtabula and Hudson.
Ohio, is now retired, on account of his health, and resides in Summit Co.
Alice
J. is now Mrs. David Wheeler, of Greenville
Gertrude, now a young lady of
unusual intelligence and culture, is also a teacher, and all the above-mentioned
are members of the Presbyterian Church, thanks to the holy influences of a pious
and intelligent mother. William B. is a medical student, while the two younger
are schoolboys.
HARTER, farmer P. O. New Madison a life resident of Darke
Co., grandson of the pioneer Francis Harter, and son of Solomon Harter, whose
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biography appears in this work his youth was spent on a farm in Harrison Township when 20 years of age, he began to work at the earpenter's trade, and has
followed that business ever since, with the exception of about three years of army
he worked in the vicinity of Terre Haute, and resided there in 1857 and
service
1858, part of the time in Indiana and part of the time over the line in Illinois j
in 1859, he returned to Darke Co., built a house on his father's place near New
.Madison, which house he removed after the war, on to the little tract he then
purchased and has since resided on in 1862, he with others enlisted a company
and went into the United States service, being mustered into the 110th Regiment
V. 1. as Co. II, at Piqua, October 3, and in the same month joined the army in
West Virginia, and was actively engaged in field service from that time to the
surrender -of Lee at Appomattox.
We cannot follow them in the long and weary
marches, nor mention the almost numberless deeds of endurance and valor in
which Mr. Harter alwa} s shared, but will mention some of the more noted battles
in which he with his regiment took a part
Winchester in 1863, and later the
Wilderness, under Grant, Spottsylvania, Cold Harbor, Cedar Creek, and the final
siege of Richmond
during the latter, Capt. Harter was wounded he entered the
service as Second Sergeant, and, by bravery and persevering endurance, always
being with his company, was promoted through the regular order to Captain
at
home he is a Past Grand in the I. 0. 0. F., and an intelligent, respected citizen.
He was married in 1853 to Christina Ray, who is also a life-resident of Darke Co.,
having been born in Rutler Township May 20, 1834, and is an intelligent, sociable
lady.
They have two children Junietta, a young lady of unusual intelligence
and culture, and a son, Eyevin V.
LYCURGUS HAWKS, fanner; P. O. Castine another life resident of
Darke Co., is a son of James and Margaret ( Robeson ) Hawes
James Hawes'
parents were pioneers of Kentucky, and were both massacred by the Indians
James, then a babe, and a sister 2 years old, being hid or overlooked by the
blood-thirsty red men, were found by some neighboring settlers and cared for
James was brought up by the famous Col. Patterson, who brought him to Montgomery Co., Ohio, when he was about 9 years of age he lived on a farm until
about 18, then learned the carding and fulling trade, quite a profitable trade in
those days
having formed the acquaintance of Margaret, daughter of John Robison, while the family resided in Montgomery Co., he used to make atrip occasionally
to her lather's house, then in the wilderness of Rutler Township
Lycurgus
remembers hearing his father tell how. on one occasion, he found the father and
his six daughters at work chopping on one log, the father taking the butt cut,
Margaret, the oldest, next, and so on to the top
we leave the reader to imagine
how slyly Margaret slipped around into the house when she saw her lover's form
coming. After their marriage, they settled in the woods, in the north part of
Rutler Township, in 1831, their cabin having no floor, window nor door, and their first
fire being built on the top of a stump inside the cabin, which had to be burned out
to allow a floor to be laid
an older son, John R.. now resides on the old homestead.
The subject of this sketch was born Sept. 16, 1832. and grew up on the
farm while the wilderness was being cleared, and consequently had but little opportunity for book education.
He was married, June 21, I860, to Hannah H.
Rerger, whose parents were from Pennsylvania, and residents of Montgomery Co.;
they commenced domestic life on his father's homestead in 1864, he leased a farm in
Twin Township, where they resided three years in 1S72, he purchased and removed
to the farm where they now reside.
During his life, now past the meridian, Rutler
Township has been transformed from a dismal wilderness, with here and there an
opening, to a beautiful and fertile district, in which it is a pleasure to travel or
reside, and Mr. Hawes has contributed his share toward the improvement
in
1878 he built a tine two-stxuy frame house of modern design, which with the fine
barn and other improvements he has made, makes an inviting and pleasant home.
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Mr. and Mrs. Hawes are substantial, agreeable people they have seven children
living, four sons and three daughters.
JOHN R, HAWES, fanner P. 0. Arcanum a Buckeye by birth and an
old resident of Darke Co. is a son of James Hawes, who is mentioned among the
his parents
pioneers of Butler Township was born in Montgomery Co. in 1827
removed to Darke Co. and settled in Butler Township in 1829. John grew up
during the early years of Butler Township, and, while he received such education
as was common in those days, was much more proficient in disentangling the
knots from trees and extracting roots from mother earth than in unraveling the
knotty questions of books or extracting the square and cube roots he had
acquired a knowledge of the carpenter's trade when 21 years of age, and continued
In 1861, his parents being advanced in
to work at that trade for several years.
years, he took charge of the farm, which he has continued, and now owns, having
purchased it after the death of his parents, his father dying in 1862, and his
mother in 1866. He has continued to reside on the old homestead ever since.
His father entered this land and moved on to it in 1831 it was then a complete
wilderness, and Mr. Hawes was poor, but he persevered, and had at his death a
very good home. The son. John, has further improved it since it came into his
possession.
The old log house, now used as a hog-pen, still stands, a reminder of
the former days.
Mr. Hawes also owns 77 acres of land a little east of his homethis is also under a good state of
stead, and adjoining the Twin Township line
cultivation.
He was married in 1860 to Catherine Eliker, a daughter of Henry
Eliker, of Fairfield Co.
They have seven children Fremont, Lafayette, James
H., Ida. Emry, Julia A. and Myrtel.
JOHN HEMP, farmer P.O. New Madison was born in Frederick Co., Md., Feb.
and came to Montgomery Co., Ohio, with his parents. Henry and Eliza11, 1816
beth Hemp, in the year 1838. His marriage with Elizabeth Brunner was celebrated Nov. 28, 1839 after his marriage, he rented and farmed in Montgomery
County about twelve years then removed to a farm he had previously purchased
in the northwestern quarter of Sec. 21, in Butler Township, where they lived until
1876 he built a fine brick house on the farm, in the southeast quarter of Sec.
21, where the}* now reside
they are the parents of nine children, viz., Ephraim
C, Wesley B., Jane, John, Emma, William H., Ellen, Margaret and Rebecca.
Ephraim and Jane are deceased the others are all married, except Rebecca, now
a young lady of 17. When the rebellion threatened to destroy our country, Ephraim and Wesley answered to the call of their county, and went forth, risking their
Wesley returned after three years of hardlives to defend the honor of our flag.
ship, having successfully passed through man}* battles, one of which was fatal to
his brother.
Ephraim fell in that memorable seven days' terrible fighting in the
Wilderness, when Grant forced the rebels back on Richmond, how or just when no
one can tell he was known to enter the blood}* strife, but no knowledge of him
afterward it is supposed he was so burned that he was not recognized, and so
buried unknown. Mr. Hemp now has 159 acres in the northeastern quarter of Sec.
21, besides the home farm of 80 acres in the southeastern quarter of the same section, upon which is a fine brick dwelling, with a neat front yard, ornamented with
a stone-base iron-frame fence the result of his energy, industry and economy,
aided by his devoted wife and family.
JOSEPH HITTLE, farmer P. 0. New Madison another of the old residents
of Darke Co.; is a son of Nicholas Hittle, who was a native of Pennsylvania, born
in Schuylkill Co., and removed to Miami Co. soon after the close of the war of
1812, and removed to Darke Co. in 1837, settling in Sec. 3, Butler Township Joseph
was born in Miami Co. Feb. 8, 1823 his mother's name was Eva (Boyer) Hittle
her father and also Nicholas Hittle's father were natives of Germany, and both
came to America before the Revolutionary war, and were both sold on their arrival
here to pay for their passage, a common practice in those days just about the
time they had completed their term of service, the war began, and Adam Hittle
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served during the whole period of the Revolution, but Boyer. being crippled, was
The subject of this sketch lived on the farm with
military service.
his father until his marriage with Christena Kicker, which occurred Sept. 14, 1843
she is the daughter of Michael and Catherine (Miller) llicker, natives of Wurtemthey settled in Sec.
burg, Germany, and are early settlers of Butler Township
immediately after their
Christena was born in Germany, in 1825
9, in 1832
marriage they commenced domestic life on a farm in Sec. 10. just across the road
from his father's place, which he had previously purchased and has since improved
very nicely, and still owns, but now resides on a farm in Sec. 9, where his wife's
he now has 240
parents lived, and which he purchased and removed to in 1870
acres of well-improved land, with two sets of good buildings, and is a substantial,
respected citizen he is one of those self-made men. having started with nothing
by hard, persevering labor, amid the difficulties of early life here, he has constantly
increased his possessions, and is now independent, and will soon retire from the
field of active farming, but it is hoped the community ma}' have the benefit of his
presence for many years to come. Mr. and Mrs. Hittle are both worth}' members
of the Lutheran Church, and respected, useful members of society they are the
parents of nine children, Catherine, born Feb. 27, 1846, (now Mrs. John Johnson)
Mary Elizabeth, born Jan. 9. 1848 (now Mrs. Ezra Bruss) George W., born Dec.
Louisa, born Nov.
4, 1850 (now married and resides on one of his father's farms)
William J., born Feb. 7, 1856 (now
30, 1852 (now Mrs. James K. Noggle)
married and a resident of Butler Township) Jacob, born May 5, 1858 Caroline,
born Nov. 30, 1860 Fredrick F.. born Dec. 10, 1863 Charles B., born July 15,
1866 the latter four are members of the family household.
FREDRICK K. HOLSAPPLE, retired farmer P. O. Castine an old resident of Darke Co.; was born in Perry Co., Ind., Nov. 14, 1802. Was married to
Sarah Morrison Aug. 23, 1827 she is an aunt to Silas Morrison, whose biography
appears in this work. Mr. and Mrs. Holsapple removed to Ohio in 1831; settled
came to Darke Co. in 1851 and purchased
first in Montgomery Co., near Salem
the southwest quarter of Sec. 14, Butler Township, where they have resided
ever since. This neighborhood was then a swampy wilderness, with here and there
a small "opening," but no road worthy of the name. Mr. and Mrs. Holsapple were,
however, true pioneers, and bravely undertook the task of making a home of this then
very uninviting looking place, and right well have they succeeded they now have
1 60 acres of rich, fertile land, under a good state of cultivation, with two sets of
buildings.
They are the parents of five children, four of whom are living, viz,.
George and Elizabeth, both married, and both residents of Illinois Susan and
David, now married, who resides on and has charge of his father's farm.
GEORGE T. HORINE, farmer P. O. Castine one of the old residents of
Butler Township his father, Jacob Horine, came to Darke Co. from Maryland, in
he is a descendant of Adam Horine,
1836, and settled in Sec. 27, Butler Township
who came from Germany to the New World in the colonial days, and was the first
white person to cross the mountains with his family, into the Middletown Valley,
in Maryland
he purchased land there, at that time, of King George, for 3 cents per
acre he was the father of Tobias Horine, who was the father of Jacob Horine, the
The subject of this sketch remained with his parents
father of George Horine.
His marriage with Miss Eliza
until 23 years of age, receiving but little education.
Stout was solemnized March 6, 1853 she is a daughter of Jacob and Catherine
(Meckley) Stout, natives of Lehigh Co., Fenn.; Eliza was born in Pickaway Co., Ohio,
Jan. 29, 1836. After his marriage, Mr. Horine farmed his father's place for several
years in 1866, he purchased the farm upon which they now reside during the
thirteen years that have followed, very material improvements have been made the
farm now consists of 220 acres, in Sec. 28, with a neat, commodious brick building,
and other improvements to correspond, which makes a very desirable home. Mr.
Horine is a substantial, respected citizen is a member of the Board of Trustees of
the United Brethren Church both he and his estimable wife are worthy members
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>f the church, and useful members of society; they are the parents of five sons, viz.:
Jacob W., born Dec. 30, 1853 Franklin E, born Jan. 27, 1859, died Feb. 26, 1859
Joseph N., born Dec. 18, 1859 William C, born April 11, 1861, and John W., born
July 29, 1867 the last three are attending school Jacob W. is married and
resides on his father's farm.
ADAM HORINE, farmer P. 0. Castine. The subject of this sketch is the
youngest son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Dutro) Horine, who came to Darke Co. in
they were among
1836, and settled on the farm upon which Adam now resides
the earliest settlers of Butler Township, which was then, with the exception of
here and there an " opening," a howling wilderness, and a large part of it an almost
To clear away the forest and drain and renovate the
impenetrable swamp.
swamps, required an amount of energy, labor and endurance which the present
In the toils and
generation may well be thankful has not been required of them.
privations of the early settlers, Jacob Horine and his excellent wife partook, doing
They are worth}' members of the United Brethren Church, and
their full share.
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helped erect the first church building in Butler Township, thus contributing to the
moral as well as physical development of the township. Future generations will
never be able to fully appreciate the blessings coming to them through the influence of such characters among the early pioneers, but the present generation may
pay their tribute of gratitude by handing down a history of the noble deeds and
sacrifices of their ancestors.
The farm upon which Adam now lives presents a
picture in great contrast to the farm as it was when his parents first came to it.
Then there was a small cabin, and about 25 acres chopped off 18 or 20 of which
were partly cleared and a small orchard started the balance was dense forest
and swamp, foul with miasma, causing sickness and death. Now there is a neat,
substantial and commodious brick house, a large barn and other buildings for

—

—

storage,

etc.,

;

a fine orchard, and, in place of the forest and swamp, are fields

pregnant with vegetation, and not excelled in Darke Co. for power of production.
Adam was born in 1812. and has always lived on this same farm. Was married
to Mary E. Hemp Feb 21, 1867
she is the daughter of John Hemp, whose
biography appears in the Butler Township list in August following their marriage,
he took charge of the old homestead the parents, however, keeping house separately, in part of the house in 1870, his father died his mother still keeps house,
occupying a part of the old home she is now in the 73d year of her age her mind
and health remarkably well preserved. Adam was one of those brave and patriotic
men, who answered to the call of their country. He enlisted in 1862, and became
a Corporal of Co. H, 110th 0. Y. I., in which he served until the close of the war
during this time he took part in fourteen separate engagements, among which
were the notable Spottsylvania, Cold Harbor, Wilderness and Cedar Creek, which
made Sheridan famous. Mr. and Mrs. Horine are both worthy members of the
United Brethren Church, and useful members of society; they have three children
Irvin O., Lola M. and Cora E.
SAMUEL HORINE farmer P. O. New Madison. Is another of that pioneer family of Jacob and Elizabeth Horine was born in the Middletown Valle}',
Md., Oct. 21, 1832, and was about 1 3 ears of age when his parents came West
he grew to manhood here in Butler Township before the days of good schools and
graveled roads, and necessarily became experimentally acquainted with many of
the hardships and privations of the early settlers.
He was married June 19,
1859, to Sarah A. Detro, daughter of Elias Detro, an early resident of Darke Co.;
she was born in the Middletown Valley, Md., April 26, 1810. and came with her
parents to Darke Co., in the latter part of the same year
after their marriage,
they first lived near what is now Rossville
in the year 1867. he purchased, and
they removed to, the farm where they now reside, where he has built a fine, commodious house and otherwise improved the place he now has 80 acres of fine
land in a good state of cultivation, the last tax valuation being $5,000.
Mr. and
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Mrs. Horine are both worthy members of the C. B. Church, and respected, substantial people; they are the parents of six children, all sons, three of whom are
living.

LEWIS HOWELL,

farmer P. 0. Castine is an old resident of Butler Town.Middlesex Co., X. J., April 4, 1827
when he was 4 years of
aire, his parents removed to Washington Co., Ohio, and in 1840 they removed to
Preble Co., where the subject of this sketch resided until 1850. He was married
March 7. 1850 to Abigail Miller she is a daughter of Jacqb F. and Dicey (Weaver,
Jacob F. was a native of Virginia Abigail was born in Preble Co.,
Price) Miller
Ohio, in 1830 Mr. and Mrs. Howell began domestic life in Preble Co.; in 1850, Mr.
ship
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Howell and Mr. G-ilfillan, whose biography appears in this work, purchased the
farm in the southeast quarter of Butler Township, known as the Mc(iriff place, and
the}" removed there and remained about four years, when Mr. Howell disposed of
his interest in that tract to Mr. (iiltillan and purchased and removed to the farm in
in the twenty-one years past, they have seen and
Sec. 22, where then' now reside
aided in making many improvements, both in the social and physical condition of
Butler Township they now have 80 acres of land in See. 3, in a good state of cultivation, with good buildings, besides the home farm, which consists of 103 acres
Mr. and Mrs. Howell are respected members of
in a good state of cultivation.
they have seven children
society and substantial citizens and agreeable people
Milton, Oliver, Lurenna E., Robert. Leroy, Theodore and Oscar all are at home
except Milton, who is married, and resides near Gettysburg, and Lurenna E., now
Mrs. George Trump, whose biograplvy appears in this work.
WILLIAM JOHNSON, farmer P. O. New Madison a " Buckeye " by
birth, and a 12-year resident of Darke County, was born in Butler County in
1816, and lived there till 1807, when he came to Darke County, purchased and
settled on the farm in Sec. 4, where he now resides
he was brought up a farmer,
but worked about three years during his youth in a flouring-mill, and had but little
opportunity for education. Was married to Sarah Littlejohn Dec. 22. 1844 she is
the daughter of William and Hannah Littlejohn. and was born in Clark CountyOhio, Dec. 17, 1826 they first began life on a farm in Union Township. Butler Co.
he was a renter, and. after raising one crop, hired in a flour-mill, where he remained
about three years after this he resumed farming, renting from year to year, until
having saved a little means, he came to Darke County, where
the spring of 1867
land was comparatively very cheap, and purchased the southwest quarter of Sec.
4, upon which there were a pretty good brick house and other buildings, which have
been sufficient for his purposes and enabled him to apply his proceeds to the back
payments he now has 160 acres, less the church lot, on the southwest corner of
thus it will be seen that Mr. Johnson is
his place, in a good state of cultivation
another of those men who began without means, and by persevering labor and
wise management accumulated sufficient to keep him in his declining years and
have something left for the coming generation he has been a quiet, industrious
citizen, not seeking public notoriety, but has quietly supported that which seemed
right
subscribing to no creed, he has always acted honestly according to the dicMr. and Mrs. Johnson are the parents of eleven
tates of his conscience.
John and Lot S..
children, four of whom died in youth, and seven are still living
both married the former resides on his father's place, the latter is a resident of
Harriet M., Sarah X.. Alice. Othilla and Elvira; the latter five
Butler County
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

:.

;

;

;

;

;

:

:

—

;

:

are

members of the present household.

JOHN

KAKX. retired farmer; P.O. Arcanum is a native of Ohio, and an
old resident of Darke Co., and is the son of Henry and Susan (Good) Kara Henry
was a uative of Pennsylvania, ami came to Ohio when a youth: Susan was a
They were married in Butler Co.. Ohio, and resided there
native of Virginia.
several years tiny then came to Butler Township. Darke Co.. in 1852, bringing a
number of families with them, all of whom were connected, and among whom was.
they all settled in the neighborhood of where John,
the subject of this sketch
;

:

;

:

;
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now

lives,

which

is

known
now

place upon which he

as "

Beach Grove
1853

"
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John bought and removed

;

to the

then contained 80 acres, about 50 of
which were under cultivation, and there was a small log house on it now Mr.
Karn has 240 acres, less the school, church and cemetery lots, which are off one
corner, nearly all under improved cultivation, with three good houses and two
barns, and he is now preparing to build the fourth house, which will be a neat and
commodious frame, designed for his residence Mr. Karn brought with him the
religious principles which were implanted in his youth, and has been a leading
man in sustaining organized Christianity in his neighborhood Rev. Voght, who
was the first Pastor of Timothy's Reformed Church, was his brother-in-law, and,
indeed, Henry Karn and his sons and sons-in-law, constituted the church in the
Mr. Karn has not only been a useful man in the church but also in
beginning.
the community, and, while he and his wife are esteemed members of the church,
they are greatly respected by the community. He was married to Susan Bobenmoyer
in 1846 she is the daughter of Fredrick and Christena Ann Bobenmoyer, and
sister to Charles Bobenmoyer, whose biography appears in this work.
Mr. and
Mrs. Karn are the parents of one child, William Henry, now married and residing
with them they also raised Mary J., the youngest daughter of Titus and Sarah
(Bobenmoyer) Shuler the latter is now Mrs. E. A. Clarke.
a native of Virginia, an
J. P. LOVE, retired merchant and doctor, Castine
early settler of Butler Township, and one of the oldest early residents now living
was born Aug. 20. 1803 his parents designed educating him for the practice of
medicine, but, after taking a regular course of instruction, he became satisfied he
did not want to follow the profession, and consequently did not take degrees, but
after he came to the new settlement of Castine, his knowledge of medicine became
known, and he was compelled, much against his taste and desire, to practice he
came to Castine in the spring of 1833, and opened a store, keeping a general stock
from 1838 to 1841, he devoted
of merchandise, which he continued until 1838
from 1841 to 1851, he was again
his entire attention to the practice of medicine
engaged in merchandising from 1851 to 1855, he lived a retired life, doing some
medical and some legal business for his former customers, which he could not well
put off; from 1855 to 1857, he again engaged in merchandising since 1857, he
has not engaged in any regular business, except to look after his property, which
consists of notes, etc., and valuable real estate property in Michigan.
The Doctor
has always had a great fondness for
is one of those enigmas who never married
books, and has spent much time and not a little money acquiring knowledge, in
has been acquainted with nearly all the prominent men of Darke
its broad sense
County, and quite intimate with many of them he is still a student for the sake
of knowledge, and a very kind-hearted man. R, M. Pomeroy, who was a prominent
boot and shoe dealer of Cincinnati and Boston, and later, President of the Central
Branch of the Union Pacific R. R., commenced his successful career in a building
which he rented of Dr. Love, the Doctor boarding with his family, and assisting
him both with advice and use of means a firm friendship has always existed
between them. The Doctor is widely read, and has a remarkably retentive mind
he can give the name and history of nearly every man who entered land in the
neighborhood of Castine.
DAVID R. McCLURE, farmer P. O. El Dorado, Ohio an old resident of
Darke Co.; was born in Rockbridge Co., Va., Dec. 7, 1827 he became an orphan
at tha age of 9, by reason of the decease of his father, his mother having died
when he was quite young when he was about 11 years of age, he came to Fairfield Co., Ohio, with W. K. McCabe, who was a brother-in-law.
Mr. McCabe came
to Darke Co. in 1844, and David accompanied him, and continued to make their
house his home until his marriage with Miss Martha, daughter of Thomas Kyle,
whose biography appears in the Harrison Township list their marriage was celebrated Nov. 2, 1854, and they immediately began the duties of domestic life
where they now reside and have resided ever since, he having purchased 90 acres
lives in
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of his present homestead previous to his marriage he then had a small but comhe now has 170 acres, 120 of
fortable frame bouse and about 30 acres cleared
which are under cultivation in 187"), he built a line frame residence, and had just
moved into it when the old house took tire and was burned. .Mr. McClure has
been a quiet, industrious man. an active Republican and a useful citizen was
Lieutenant of Co. B. 150th Regiment (.). X. (J-.; in his youth, he was an associate
and sehoolmate of Judge David Meeker and Hon. Win. Allen. Mr. and Mrs.
McClure are highly respected and useful members of society they have had nine
Ann Eliza, born dan. 7, 1856 (now Mrs. Henry Brown.
children, seven are living
of Preble Co.); Cora B.;born Feb. 24, 1858 (now Mrs. Joseph Coppoek. a resident
William A., Oct. 2 1, 1863
of Butler Township Luella M., born Feb. 10. 1861
Frank ti., Nov. 23. 180!) Theodore A., Oct. 31, 1871, and Ambrose B., Sept. 7,
The names of the deceased are Mary Alice, born April 24, 1806, died
1876.
March 14, 1871 an infant son, who was born March 22 and died March 24, 1860.
WM. McGRIFF, farmer, Sec. 14 P. 0. Castine; a son of John McGriff,
who was one of the pioneers of Butler Township. William was born in Butler
Township in 1814, and grew to manhood during the pioneer days of Darke Co.
before he became of age, he bought his time in order to go to school, and, although
he had received almost no education during his youth, he soon became sufficiently
learned to pass the necessary examination in reading, writing and arithmetic."
and began teaching, first in summer, and attending school in winter, then taught
winters and farmed in summer this he continued several }'ears, but when he had
accumulated enough to get a good start at farming he turned his attention to that
He was married in 1839 to Mary,
altogether, and has been quite successful.
daughter of Phillip Shank, a pioneer of Twin Township after their marriage,
they began domestic life in Twin Township after the usual primitive style, with
scarcely any furniture or cooking utensils the first fall he killed one hog, which
he had fattened, partly with corn and partly with acorns he had gathered for that
It would seem impossible for a young couple to start in this way now.
purpose.
and, indeed, they would be the laughing stock of the community yet most young
couples, in those days started with similar outfits, and many of them, like Mr.
He became a citizen of
McGriff, became the substantial citizens of the county.
Butler Township about 1840, having at that time purchased a tract, partly in
Twin and partly in Butler, the building being in Butler he has since erected a
commodious brick house on the same tract in Twin Township, where he now
resides he now has three 80-acre tracts and one 20-acre tract in Butler Township
and three 80-acre tracts in Twin Township, most of which he has cleared, and all
Thus it will be seen he has been an
of which he has improved very materially.
important factor in the improvement of both Butler and Twin Townships he has
been an industrious, enterprising, energetic farmer and a good citizen. His wife,
who belonged to one of the early and respected families of Twin Township, was a
devoted wife, a kind mother and an intelligent, useful woman her decease, which
occurred Jan. 25, 1879, was a severe affliction, and all the more so on account of
there never having been any serious sickness in his family previously, they having
raised a family of live sons and two daughters without a single death, and all but
the two youngest sons, who are at borne, are married and respected citizens of
Darke County.
SAMUEL B. M1NNICH, merchant, P. O. and residence. Castine; one of the
This is the
firm of Minnich & Handel, dealers in general merchandise, Castine.
most important business firm of Butler Township. Tin' subject of this sketch is
a native of Pennsylvania, and an old residenl of Darke Co.; was born Dec. 10,
L824 when about 7 years of age, he came with his parents to Montgomery Co.,
Ohio, where he remained till 1847. when he came to Castine and engaged in the
In 1859, he engaged in
Lumber business operated a saw-mill here twelve years.
merchandising in connection with Mr. Bamiel, who had become a partner in die
Lumber business in 1850 and they have continued to do business together for thirty
;
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aggregate, and
during this time, they have done a large business in the
vears
Mr. Minnich received only such education as the
altogether quite successful.
common schools of Montgomery Co. afforded during his youth lived on a farm
and worked at that
until 19 years of age. then learned the trade of millwright,
lumber trade he started
until he came to Castine and engaged in the saw-mill and
years following the firm
the first merchant mill in Castine, and during the twelve
in this vicinity
farmers
the
among
distributed many thousands of dollars
furnished the
exchange for their timber, which stimulated improvements and
°
in Castine
celebrated
was
Sinclair
Terressa
with
marriage
means. Mr. Minnich's
of Butler
Dec 14 1850 she is the daughter of John Sinclair, an early settler
Joseph W.,
sons—
two
had
she
1860
Jan.
occurred
3,
decease
her
Township
now a teacher, and John W.. now a traveling salesman with Anderson & Maxton
daughter of
boot and shoe dealers. Mr. Minnich's marriage with Miss Evaline.
Mr.
1862.
Feb.
celebrated
was
9,
Township,
Butler
of
resident
Thomas Law. a
Minnich has been Postmaster at Castine continuously since 1861.
SILAS MORRISON, farmer P. 0. Arcanum a Buckeye by birth, and an
he is the son of Nathaniel Morrison, who was a native
old resident of Darke Co.
from there he
of Virginia and came to Montgomery Co., Ohio, at an early day
now resides
Silas
where
farm
the
on
settled
and
1841.
in
came to Darke Co.
Montgomery Co.
Nathaniel died in 1848. The subject of this sketch was born in
was quite new, and
in 1838. and grew to manhood here, when Butler Township
manhood days; also
early
and
boyhood,
his
during
much of the clearing was done
and of which Butler Township
all the improvements for which Darke Co. is noted,
1862. Mr.
has her full share, have been completed since his majority. In the tall of
permanently
Morrison enlisted in the 110th 0. V. I., and, although wounded and
prisoner, and
disabled in the battle of Winchester in 1863, where he was taken
after the
until
served
he
later,
weeks
seven
forces
States
recaptured by the United
Mr. Morrison began teaching during the winter, when 17 years of
close of the war.
after his
age and continued it for several years before and two years after thenar
his father s
marriage, he lived a short time at Ithaca, Twin Township, then removed to
the 200
homestead, in Sec. 14, Butler Township, and afterward purchased 80 of
subare
which
buildings,
the
with
homestead,
the
constituted
then
;

;

m

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

acres which

and commodious he has now become one of the old, substantial citizens
Township Clerk. His marriage with Nancy Ford, was celebrated
present
the
is
setshe is the daughter of Rev. Mordecai Ford, who was an early
Sept. 2, 1866
Nancy was born in Van Buren Township. July 12, 1838, and is
tler of Darke Co.
;

stantial

;

;

the mother of two children

—Jacob W. and Frank M.

Arcanum. Widow of the late Samuel D. Rose, and a
and Benjamin Bobenmoyer, whose biographies appear in this
when
work she was born in Pennsylvania in 18i5, and was about 17 years of age
She was married in Butler
her parents came to Ohio and settled in Butler Co.
he was also a native of Pennsylvania, and was
Co. in 1834, to Michael Dubbs
this
born in 1809 he died in Butler Co. in 1845 four children were the fruits of
union— Henry, born Aug. 10, 1835, now a resident of Preble Co.; Mary Ann, born
May 12,
Dec. 25, 1837, now Mrs. Amandus Shuler, of Kansas; David F., born
now
1841, now a resident of Butler Township Julia Ann. born Jan. 29, 1846,
Her second marriage was with
Mrs. William Heidleberger, of Hamilton, Ohio.
Samuel D. Rose, and occurred in Butler Co. in 1848 he was also a native of Pennthe
sylvania was born in 1805 in 1857, they came to Darke Co. and settled on
an
was
Rose
Mr.
resides
now
widow
where
the
Township,
Butler
farm in Sec. 12,
was engaged
active, enterprising citizen, possessed considerable business talent, and
during most of his residence here in clerking, or trading on his own responsibility,
occurred
at the" same time taking general superintendence of his farm his decease
mother
Jan. 12, 1869 as a result of this second marriage, Mrs. Rose became the
TownNeave
of
1849"
resident
now
a
March
15,
born
Samuel
T.,
children—
sis
of
1854,
ship Cecelia, born May 2. 1851, died Nov. 6, 1852 Emily J., born April 25.

JULIA ROSE

;

P. O.

sister to Charles
;

;

;

;
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now Mrs. George Foreman, of Monroe Township; Winfield

now married and

S.,

born

May

1856'

8,

mother and has charm' of the farm Josephine'
born .May 13, L858, now Mrs. Oscar Moist, of Butler Township; Emma Medora'
born June 25, 1862, now a young lady.
CHRISTIAN SCHLECHTY, farmer and stock-raiser; P. 0. New .Madison a
life resident of Darke Co.; is the grandson of Christian Schleehty, who came from
Switzerland to America before the Revolution, and was a hoy at the time the war
was going on, and who lived near enough to hear the guns of the battle of Brandy wine is the son of Christian Schleehty, who came to Darke Co. and entered
land near Fort Jefferson as early as 1817, and about three years later was married
to Susan Noggle, a sister to Michael Noggle, whose biography appears in this work.
They lived on this land, near Jefferson, until their decease, which occurred, his in
I860, being in his (55th year, and hers in 1875, she being in her 75th year.
The
subject of this sketch was born in Neave Township July 18, 1821
remained with
his parents during his minority, and continued to have his home there until his
marriage with Alainanda Morricle, which occurred in New Madison Nov. 22, 1846.
She was a native of Virginia, and was partially reared by an uncle of Mr.
Schlechty's
they began domestic life on the place where they now reside he
then rented the farm of his father, and about three }'ears later bought it the
farm then consisted of 80 acres, almost entirely woods. Mr. Schleehty has cleared,
ditched and added to it until he now owns 180 acres, 130 of which is under cultivation
he has also built quite extensive barns for the storage of grain and
accommodation of his stock, and a good house, which he now occupies for his residence.
Mr. Schleehty. while farming quite largely, makes a business of raising
fine stock, of which he shows some excellent specimens of thoroughbreds
he is a
reliable Democrat in politics, and a quiet, substantial citizen.
Mr. and Mrs.
Schleehty are the parents of six children Susan, now Mrs. Napoleon Garland
and George, both of whom are residents of Butler Township Melissa J., now
Mrs. Sebastian Veitor, of Neave Township Franklin P., a young man, and Ellen
and Laura, children.
A. I. SHULER, farmer and stock-raiser, also manufactures carriages, buggies and sleighs P. 0. Arcanum.
Mr. Shuler was born in Pennsylvania in 1840
received a good common-school education, also attended one term at the High
School of Middletown, Penn., and afterward took a course at the Commercial College at Hamilton, Ohio, clerking for different merchants in the mean time
was
married to Miss Maggie, daughter of John Bobenmoyer, in 1872, being at that time
interested in a carriage manufactory at Boyerstown. Penn they went there, but
soon after he sold his interest and returned to Butler Co., where her parents lived
in 1874, they removed to her father's farm, in Sec. 1, Butler Township, and have
resided here since
he having charge of the farm and is also manufacturing buggies, carriages, sleighs, etc.; having a shop on his farm, his expenses are low and
enables him to put up first-class work at a very low price always keeps a stock
on hand, which he sells on easy terms and gives a warrant. Mr. S., although a
young man. is already regarded as one of the substantial residents of Butler Township is a member of the G-erman Reformed Church, and both he and his wife are
intelligent, respected members of society
they have three children
William A.,
Charles (). and Winford B.
resides with his
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TITUS SHULER,

retired fanner:

1'.

(

Arcanum

).

;

a native of Pennsylvania

and an old resident of Darke County was born in Lehigh County. Penn., in IS]."),
and lived there until 2.", years of age came to Butler County, Ohio, in 1839.
Was married to Sarah Bobenmoyer in 1842 she belonged to the Bobenmoyer
family whose biographies appear in the Butler Township list
her decease occurred
in 1854
she left four children
Amandus. now married and a resident of Union
;

;

;

—

;

;

City
Lucy, now .Mis. David Baker; Samuel, now married, resides with his father
and has charge of the farm Mary J., whom Mr. and .Mrs. John Karn raised, is now
Mrs. il. A. Clarke.
In 1855, Mr. Shuler was married to Deborah Bridenstine. of
:

:
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to Darke County and
Butler County immediately after their marriage, they came
Mr.
they now reside.
where
See.
12,
farm
in
the
on
Township,
Butler
settled in
done
has
and
ditches,
underground
and
roads
Shuler came before the era of gravel
which Butler Township is justly celehis share toward these improvements, for
the honor he has been a quiet,
declined
but
Justice,
elected
brated he was once
of the Reformed Church
members
worthy
useful citizen both he and his wife are
the parents of two childrenare
they
community
of
the
members
respected
and
a youth ot 15.
Wilson now a resident of Decatur County, Kan. and Franklin,
MaryHENRY SHUMAKER, retired farmer P. 0. Castine a nativeas of
a farmer
up
grew
and
in
1815
born
was
Co.;
Darke
of
resident
land and an old
lived near Germantown one year, then came to
to Ohio in 1845
;

•

;

;

;

;

;

;

k>y came
settled on his
Darke Co and lived about two years in the Yankeetown settlement
fields on this
fertile
and
cultivated
the
over
look
we
As
present place in 1848.
he came here there
form now it does not seem possible but nevertheless, when
wilderness and
were but five acres cleared and a small cabin built all else was
should have
living,
yet
generation,
single
swamp. It seems wonderful that a
our eyes in the
accomplished so much, but the evidences of the facts are before
abundant harvest long
shape of fields rich with green verdure, promising an
branches reaching in every
lines of ditches, with their numerous underground
state of things has been
direction tell of the labor by which this very desirable
began life for himsell
having
man,
self-made
Mr. Shumaker is a
about.
brought
&
to rely upon, and has successin 18 39, with nothing but his energy and strength
making himself, has done
fully battled with the difficulties of pioneer life, and in
to-day, one of the most prohis full share toward making Butler Township, as it is
acres, 80 in Sec. Ad
ductive portions of Darke Co. Mr. Shumaker now owns 160
jointly, he having
sons
his
of
two
farmed
by
is
which
and 80 adjoining in Sec. 24,
He was married in 1839 to Lydia Detro she is a
retired several years since.
appear
Horine. the mother of the Horine brothers, whose biographies
•

;

;

;

;

;

;

sister to Mrs.

Township list, and is an intelligent, kind-hearted woman. The fruits
were eleven children, seven of whom grew to maturity, five are marunion
of
ried, two are single and reside with their parents.
DANIEL SPITLER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 33 P. 0. El Dorado, 1 reble
is
Co he is a native of Pennsylvania was born in Adams Co. June 14, 1815
little
a
was
Daniel
when
Co.
Montgomery
the son of Jacob Spitler, who came to
commenced the duties
boy. Daniel was married to Hester Barst in 1838, and they
he
till 1873
remained
they
where
home,
her
near
Co.,
of domestic life in Preble
Mrs.
purchased and removed to the farm in Sec. 33, where he now resides
they were the parents of ten children, six
Spitler's decease occurred Nov. 4, 1876
Ind.)
of whom are living, viz., Margaret (now Mrs. Moses Brackett, of Union City,
John (now a resident of Preble Co.; Mary E. (now Mrs. Jessie Foreman, of
home.
Arcanum) Daniel F., William and Clarence the latter three are still at
Shaffer,
Mr. Spitler' was married the second time, March 28, 1878, to Susannah
daughter of Jacob Shaffer, of Preble Co.; she has borne him one child— Charles
industrious,
Mr. Spitler is now past the meridian of life, and has been an
C.
gradually
useful citizen he commenced in Preble Co., in 1838, a renter he has
sold^ it and
afterward
and
rented,
first
he
farm
the
purchased
he
until
advanced
32.
purchased the place he now resides upon, which consists of 50 acres in Sec.
and 140 acres in Sec. 33, upon which is a neat, commodious frame house and other
improvements to correspond, all of which is the result of his energy, economy and
in the Butler
this

;

;

•

;

;

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

wisdom.
farmer P. O. Arcanum a life resident ol Darke County
John Trump, who was a son of Frederick Trump Fredericks father.
Casper Trump, was a native of Germany, and emigrated to America and settled
Frederick was bom in Maryland, and came to Darke
in Maryland at an early day
County at an early day and settled near Castine John was born in Maryland, and
married there afterward lived in Pennsylvania, and from there to Montgomery

GEORGE TRUMP,

is

:

;

;

the son of

;

;

:

;
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Co., Ohio, and removed to Darke County about the year
1840; lived about one
year near Castine. then removed to Twin Township/ The
subject of this sketch
was born in Twin Township Oct. 27, 1847 was brought up on a farm, and
received
the benefit of a regular attendance at the district school during
his youth, and
three terms at the Normal School, at Lebanon
was married to Lurenna Howell
June 29, 1876, and together they celebrated the 100th anniversary of
American
independence by visiting the Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia;
they also
visited his father's birthplace.
Mr. Trump began teaching in 1869, and has
taught most of the winters since; his wife was a pupil under
him; after their
marriage, he taught school the first winter, and they kept house in
an old loo
cabin, a relic of pioneer days, which was the only house
then vacant near the
schoolhouse in the following spring, he rented her father's farm, in
Sec 3 ButlerTownship, where they now reside they first kept house, or rather «
stayed " in a
shop and wash-house of their neighbor, Charles Bobenmoyer, during
the spring and
summer, while the present neat and commodious house was building.
Mr. Trumi
is a young man, intelligent, energetic and
industrious, and has already made a
start which proves his ability to become, if life and health
are spared one of the
substantial citizens
he is a member of the Lutheran Church, and both he and hi*
wile are respected members of society
they are the parents of two children—
;

;

;

;

i

;

;

(

arrie A. (deceased)

and Lewis 0.

BAKER VALENTINE,

retired farmer; P. 0. Arcanum.
A "Buckeye" by
Butler Co. and grew up in Warren Co.; after he was grown
he
went to Cincinnati, and, being disappointed in finding employment,
made an engagement to boat on the Ohio River after about one year's river
experience he
engaged with his brother Aaron, who then had a grocery in Cincinnati,
and remained
in that city about nine years
in 1834, he came to Darke Co. and entered five 80acre tracts a little north of Arcanum, and commenced
clearing, built a cabin and
in the year following, having got the cage ready,
was married to Miss Matilda
daughter of Clarke Baker, a native of Warren Co., and an early
settler of Twin
township, Darke Co. After his marriage, he concluded his
neighbors were too
scarce and far between, and sold in part and traded for
a quarter of Sec. 13 Butler
lownship; afterward bought 80 acres of the southeast quarter
of Sec 12 upon
which his present residence is located Mr. Valentine is emphatically
a self-made
man. being thrown out upon the world when so young that
he has no recollection
of his parents
he had to depend upon the kindness of friends until he was old
enough to earn a living, which he commenced doing while a
youth he started out
tor Cincinnati before he was of age, and has
battled his way until he has become
one of the substantial citizens of Darke Co. and a leading
man of his neighborhood^ and is now living a retired life, enjoying, in his later
years, the fruits of the
sacrifices and toils of his earlier years both he
and his wife are now quite advanced
m years, being the oldest couple Of early settlers now living in their neighborhood
but are still in full possession of all their faculties, and
remarkably vigorous and
active; they have three children living, all of whom
are married and reside near
them.

birth

;

was born

in

;

;

;

;

;

;
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A LDKICH, farmer P. O. Laura. Miami Co. To the subject of this
are pleased to accord a place in the front ranks of
the early pioneers of
Darke Co he was born in Rhode Island Oct. 16, 1820. and is a son of
Varnum and
.Martha Aldrich, natives of the same place, who settled
in this township in 1834 and
were among the first settlers in the township, locating on
land in Sec. 33 where they
have resided continuously for forty-seven years. Thev are the
parents of eio-ht
elnldren. of whom five are living, viz.
Anson, Robert. Betsy, Waldo and Orin •
sketch

;

we

;

:

;
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Our subject's early days were spent
the deceased are Amanda, Sarah and Lydia.
on the farm, and he has had his full share of hardships and privations to undergo
he informs us he has cleared up over 400 acres of heavily-timbered land he stayed
at home till he was 30 years of age, and then settled, in 1850, on the place where
he now resides he owned 80 acres at the time, and has since added by purchase,
till his present farm contains 158 acres of highly cultivated land, and his improveHe was united in marriage with Miss
ments are No. 1 in every particular.
three children were given
Clara Brown, daughter of Daniel Brown, Nov. 7, 1850
Lucy, born May 29, 1853, and departed this life Aug. 14,
to this union, viz.
1856 Erwin, born Dec. 20, 1851, and died Aug. 22, 1871 Martha E., born Nov.
Mrs. Aldrich departed this
27, 1855, nee Mrs. Dr. Brandon, who resides in Laura.
she was a member of the M. E. Church, and died as she had
life Sept. 28, 1873
Mr. Aldrich was again united in
Lived, trusting in the promises of the Savior.
marriage with Mary B. (Morrison) Dorwin, daughter of A. and Nancy Morher parents are natives of Franklin Co.. Penn., and were
rison, June 10, 1875
among the early pioneers of Ohio; her father departed this life in 1840; her
mother is still living, and resides in Piqua they were the parents of six children.
John, Nancy, Belle, Robert, and Margaret. Mrs. Aldrich
till living, viz., Jane,
had two children by her former marriage with Mr. Dorwin, viz. Cora, now Mrs.
(\. W. Horner, and resides in Olney, 111.; Jennie, who resides with her mother^
Mrs. A. has been a member of the Presbyterian Church for twenty years, and is a
consistent Christian woman.
SAMUEL BILLHIMER, farmer P. O. Painter Creek. The subject of this
memoir was born in Augusta Co., Va., Jan. 8, 1824, and is a son of Jacob and
Susannah (Erbaugh) Billhimer, natives of the same place they removed to Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1835 Mr. Billhimer, Sr., was born Jan. 22, 1781, and
departed this life April 9, 1840 Mrs. Billhimer was born April 12, 1789, and died
they were the parents of twelve children, of whom only two are
Jan. 7, 1870
;

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

:

:

;

;

;

;

:

Solomon and our subject the rest all lived to manhood and womanhood,
then quietly passed away. Our subject was reared on the farm and assisted his
lather in the duties of the same till his decease, and he then labored for his
widowed mother's support till his 19th year, when he began life for himself and
worked for his brother, doing carpenter work by the month for one year he then
followed various pursuits, anything and everything that was honorable, to gain a
livelihood.
His marriage with Esther Miller was celebrated Sept. 13, 1846. Her
father, Henry Miller, was killed by accident when yet a young man. Mr. and Mrs.
Billhimer are the parents of ten children, of whom eight are living, viz., George M.,
John, Levi, Susannah, Mary C, Esther. Henrietta and Rachael the deceased are
Alta E. and Samuel. Mr. Billhimer is one of our self-made men, as he began life
without capital, but energy and good management, combined with the assistance
rendered by his amiable wife, have made them a good home in which to enjoy their
remaining years he owns 60 acres of land, which is all in a good state of cultivaThey have been members of the German Baptist Church
tion and well improved.
for thirty years, and are every-day Christian people, and take a lively interest in
living, viz.,

;

;

;

;

the church.

MOSES COATE, farmer P. O. Red River. To the subject of this memoir
he was
are pleased to accord a place in the front ranks of the early pioneers
born in Miami County the 9th day of the twelfth month, 1815 his father, Moses
Coate, was born in South Carolina in the fifth month, 1767 his mother, Elizabeth
they
Coate, was born in South Carolina the 9th day of the eleventh month, 1776
were the parents of twelve children, viz. Jane, born the 19th day of the seventh
month. 1795 Marv, born the 15th day of the eleventh month, 1797 Thomas, born
the 7th day of the fifth month, 1799; Esther, born the 1st day of the second
;

we

;

;

;

;

:

;

;

William, born
Joseph, born the 22d day of the tenth month, 1802
Margaret, born the 16th day of the fourth
the 6th day of the fifth month, 1805
month, 1807 Samuel, born the 29th day of the twelfth month, 1808 Benjamin.

month, 1801

;

;

;

:

;

—

:
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born the 23d day of the ninth month. 1810
Elizabeth, born the 10th day of the
Moses, born the 9th day of the twelfth month, 1815
Jesse,
ninth month, 1812
born the 1st day of the third month, 1818. Our subject was reared on the farm
and assisted his father in agricultural pursuits till his 23d year, when he began
Ber
Life for himself and was united in marriage with Elizabeth Brown in 1839.
parents were natives of South Carolina, and emigrated to Darke Co. in 1822. and
settled on Ludlow Creek, in Monroe Township.
They were the parents of twelve
Mr. Brown was born in 1797. and died
children, of whom only six are now living.
at the age of 82 years Mrs. Brown was born in 1800. and departed this life at the
age of 66 years. In 1844, our subject settled in Darke Co., in Adams Township,
where he remained for three years, and then removed to the place where he now
Just after his marriage, they removed to the vicinity of Terre
resides, in 1848.
Haute, Ind., where they remained over three }'ears, when, becoming dissatisfied,
they returned to their native State, where they have resided ever since. The
land where he now lives was a howling wilderness when he first came on it, but.
through hard work and good management, coupled with frugality, they have made
a beautiful home and are surrounded by all the comforts of life. They are the
parents of thirteen children, of whom nine are living, viz., Ezra, Esther, Bethana.
Nancy J., Samuel, Elwood, Susannah, Emma E., Martha 0.; the deceased are Job,
Calvin, Edmund and Jesse
Ezra was a member of Co. B, of the 44th O. V. I.,
and on account of sickness received his discharge and returned home till health
and vigor were restored, when he again returned to the front and nobly did his
duty.
Edmund was killed by accident when he was in his 13th year he was
:

;

;

;

;

;

•covering corn in the field, and, while passing near a large tree, that had become
detached from the roots and loosened, it fell as he was passing by, and striking him,
be was crushed to the earth he lingered a few hours in an unconscious state, and
then passed quietly into the arms of his Savior. Mr. Coate was raised a Friend,
;

—

but has been a member of the Christian Church for forty years laboring long
earnestly in the cause he loves so well.
Mrs. Coate is a member of the German Baptist Church of eighteen 3 ears' standing, and is an exemplary Christian
woman. Their daughters, Susannah and Emma, are members of the church, the
former belonging to the German Baptist and the latter to the Christian Church
both are excellent young ladies and are co-workers with their parents in their
respective churches.
Bethana married Noah Arnett in March, 1866 Esther married Z. Boggs in 1871
Nancy J. married Samuel Hall Ezra married Melissa
Thomas in April, 186(5 Samuel was married to Mary Engall in June, 1876.
ISAAC B. COOL, farmer P. O. Laura, Miami Co. The gentleman whose
name heads this sketch was born in the Shenandoah Valley, Va., April 5, 1842
his parents, John and Elizabeth Cool, were natives of the same place
lived, died.
and are buried in the place of their nativity. To them five children were given,
three of whom are living, viz., Henry, Samuel and our subject.
Jacob was among
the slain at the battle of Chancellorsville Mrs. Cool died in May, 1846 Mr. Cool
departed this life in August, 1854. Mr. Cool was married the second time, and by
this union had two children, viz.. Mary and Margaret, the latter deceased.
Our
subject's boyhood days were spent on the farm, having been bound out to a Rev.
John Thomas, of Virginia, with whom he remained until he was 18 years of age
the stipulated time
and for two years after, which brought him to that period
in our national existence when our country was struggling in the throes of civil
war, when he was drafted into the army,
His religions belief had inculcated an
aversion and abhorrence to war. and he could not conscientiously take a part in
the great struggle then pending, and, by making an intentional mistake, he boarded
the wrong train and came to Ohio, where his religious belief was respected and
tolerated.
He first purchased '.'2 acres of land in this Township, on which hi'
lived for two years, when he sold out and bought 40 acres adjoining, which he
soon exchanged for the farm where lie now resides. Mr. Cool is another of our
self-made men
a refugee in a strange
land, among strangers, and $3 in

and

T

;

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

—

;

;

;
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His first
debt, were the embarrassing circumstances under which he began life.
marriage was consummated with Harriet Kinsey, in February, 1863, and to thenunion two children were given, viz.: Noah, born in February, 1864 Susannah, born
Mrs. Cool departed this life in July, 1878 she was a member of the
in May, 1871.
Church, and died trusting in the promises of her Savior. His
Baptist
German
marriage with Malinda Hinegardner was celebrated in December, 1879. He and
Christian
his wife are members of the German Baptist Church, and are exemplary
;

;

people he being one of the Deacons of the church.
ARTINDWYRE, farmer P.O. Red River. The gentleman whose name heads
was born in County Limerick, Ireland, in February, 1822, and is a son of
sketch
this
'Thomas and Elizabeth Dwyre, natives of Ireland his father was a farmer by occupation and died when our subject was but 6 months old at the age of 18, he began
he has many vivid recollections of the
life for himself, and engaged in farming
supgreat famine in Ireland, in 1845-46, and says the County Limerick was better
did not
plied than many other counties, and the miseries and horrors of starvation

M

;

;

;

;

bear so heavily upon them among the counties that suffered the extreme pangs of
hanger and want, M. Dwyre mentions those of Donegan, Leitrim, Westmeath,
Tyrone, Queens, Kings, Cork and Galway he says the suffering in some of these
counties was severe, and many people suffered the excrucating tortures of hunger,
and the intensity of the famine swept the whole land. Our subject was united in
marriage with Mary A., daughter of Nicholas Hartley, March 17, 1847 they were
in
the parents of eleven children, of whom four are supposed to be living— two
subject
Our
country.
this
in
living
Dwyre,
Mrs.
of
sister
and
a
living,
Ireland, if
voyage occupying
left Ireland for America May 8, 1847, and landed in Quebec, his
from Quebec he visited Montreal, St. John's, Whitefive weeks and three days
week, from there
hall, West Troy, thence to New York, where he remained one
Erie R. R.
to Honsdale, from there to Lewisborough, N. Y., where he worked on the
the Erie
on
passage
took
he
Binghamton,where
to
there
from
months,
three
for about
Canal and went to Buffalo, where he remained five months thence by steamboat
;

;

;

;

;

he came to Sandusky, Ohio, from which point he came by rail to Springfield, Ohio
entered
here he labored one year on the Mad River R. R., the second road that
a turnSpringfield from there to Mechanicsburg, where he labored two months on
labored
he
where
Quincy,
to
thence
time
short
a
for
Bellefontaine
to
thence
pike
on the Little Miami R. R, for a full year thence to Brinton and worked on the
road for five or six months from there to Westville, where he labored on the railroad
but it was
for nearly one year thence to West Milton, where he labored on a road
never finished he also labored on the D. & U. R. R., then back to the Stillwater,
where he laid down the shovel and bid farewell to railroading, and we believe Mr.
Dwyre has helped build more miles of railroad than any other man in Darke Co.,
several years, and con.and, although his labors in this direction have occupied
to such work, he
incident
hardships
the
and
exposure
the
stantly underwent
better story than
is yet hale and hearty, and none enjoy a joke or can tell a
Uncle Martin after he abandoned the railroad, he settled in West Milton, where he
anything for
followed farming, ditching, stone quarrying, chopping, and in fact did
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

removed
several years that would bring an honest dollar to his coffer in 1860, he
use of
the
had
he
which
woods,
Co.'s
Darke
of
acres
20
leased
and
to Darke Co.
season, and withfor eight years for the clearing, which he accomplished the third
and
out any assistance in 1868, he removed to the north part of the township,
stakes
up
pulled
he
when
year,
one
remained
only
but
rented a farm for cash rent,
and returned to Miami Co., where he carried on a farm for two years then back
for which
to Darke Co. again and purchased 63 acres of land, where he now resides,
the
he paid $45 per acre, and soon after sold part back for $55 per acre
they are the parents of eight children.
all in a good state of cultivation
;

;

;

;

balance is
Elizabeth and Kate
six of whom are living, viz., Thomas, Michael, Daniel, Francis,
the deceased are Nicholas and William.
;

;
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JOHN

K.

FLORY,

this

memoir

farmer; P.O. Painter Creek. The gentleman whose
one of Darke Co.'s snceessful and most enterprising
he was born in Montgomery Co., Dee. 8, 1834, and is a son of John and
farmers
Barbara Flory, natives of Pennsylvania, and were among the earl}' pioneers of
Montgomery Co. ins father departed this life in the county of his adoption, his
mother in tins county, both dying at advanced ages they were the parents o1
Our subject's youthful days were
thirteen children, of whom eight are living.
spent in rural life, and until he was 20 years of age did he labor on his father's
farm, at which age he began life for himself, and followed the occupation his father
had chosen before him in 1851), he removed to Darke Co. and settled on Hid
hard work and the divine rulings of Proviacres of land, where he now resides
dence, have made Mr. Flory a successful farmer, and his beautiful farm of
well-tilled land, containing 240 acres, is ornamented with large, tasty and convenient buildings, which give his premises an imposing aspect.
Mr. Flory was
united in marriage with Elizabeth Stoner. daughter of Abraham Stoner. March 14
L858 they were natives of Pennsylvania
One child was given to this union, viz..
Henry, born Dec. 12, 1859 Mrs. Flory died Sept. 6, 1860, and was born Aug. 23.
He was again united in the holy bonds of matrimony, with Catherine
1838.
(Stauffer) Landis, June 16,1881; her father is a native of Pennsylvania, her
mother of Virginia they were the parents of eleven children, eight of whom are
living
Mr. and Mrs. Flory are the parents of ten children, viz.: Sarah, born April
Mary, born Aug. 1 1, 1865
18,1862; Elias, born June 30. 1863
Annie, born
July 4, 1867 Daniel, born May 27, 1869 Martha, born March 14, 1871 John,
born March 26, 1873 Catherine, born Feb. 17, 1875 Jesse, born Jan. 14, 1877
Ira. born June 24, 1879
Mrs. Floiy was married to Benjamin Landis, Aug. 30.
1854; one child was given to this union, viz., Benjamin, born Aug. 24, 1855
Mr. Landis departed this life June 28, 1855 Mrs. Flory was born Aug. 16, 1836..
Mr. and Mrs. Flory are members of the German Baptist Church of twenty years
standing, and are every-day Christian people.
PETER GRISE, farmer P. 0. Gettysburg, Ohio was born in Washington
is a son of Jacob Grise, also born in Washington Co., Md., in
Co.. Md., in 1834
1800, and who, in 1828, united in marriage with Elizabeth Myers, and afterward
moved to Montgomeiy Co., Ohio, he being deceased and she still living. Our
subject lived at home in Montgomery Co. until 1855, when he married Malinda
Wysong, and shortly after their marriage they came to Darke Co.. where he now
resides
on coming hei'e, he had a little money and a team of horses he commenced lniying and selling land, and now owns 288 aci'es of well-improved land
in this and adjoining townships, valued at about $10,000 or $12,000.
Mr. Grise is
the father of seventeen children, twelve by his first wife, and five by his present
companion.
JOSEPH GBOFF, minister and fanner; P. O. Painter Creek, Ohio. The
subject of this memoir was born in Pennsylvania in October, 183(5. and is a son of
Abraham and Nancy Grofi* who are natives of Pennsylvania, and removed to Ohio
in 1849
his lather died in 1870, aged 67 years
his mother is living and resides
in Miami Co.
Our subject was raised on the farm, and assisted his father in agricultural pursuits, and in the mean time learned the carpenter trade
he came to
Darke Co. in 1873 he owns 80 acres of land in Wabash Township, where he contemplates making his future home.
His marriage with Miss Catherine Reran was
consummated June 27, 1858 she departed this life September 10 of the same
year: he celebrated his second marriage, with Mary Shoo in November, 1850
they are the parents of six children, of whom all are living, viz.: Allie C. William II.. Charles. Burton, Katie I. and Anna B.; he has been connected with the
German Baptist Church for twenty-one years, and he has labored in the ministry
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;
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for six years.

JESSE

U.

HYER,

the subject of this

carriage and wagon manufacturer. P. O. Painter Creek:
memoir was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, April 1, 1840, and
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county his father
a son of Absalom and Elizabeth Hyer, natives of the same
mother
was born in
his
1878
September,
in
died
and
was born in August, 1814,
the parents of
March, 1818, and departed this life in September, 1859 they were
Jesse, Serena, Noah,
ten children,' of whom eight are now living, viz., Martha,
and Maria M.
Margaret, Joshua, Abner and Susanna the deceased are Rachel
Mr Hver, Sr., was a miller, and, in consequence, our subject learned the business,
till 1862,
which he followed till his 19th year, when he engaged in farm labor
battle
when he volunteered in Co. B of the 110th 0. V. I., Aug. 13, 1862 in the
last day of the
the
thigh,
left
the
in
wound
severe
a
received
he
of Winchester,
and at the expiration of
fight which laid him in the hospital for sixteen months,
barracks at Columbus for three
this time he was placed on detached duty in the
the vicinity of
months, and then returned to his regiment, which was stationed in
in the finishing
Petersburg, and afterward followed the fortunes of the regiment
returned to his
campaigns,' and was honorably discharged June 25, 1865 he
good working
has
he
1866
in
location
present
his
home, and began business in
sleigh with neatness and disfacilities, and can turn out any kind of a vehicle or
He was married to Sarata
patch, for Jesse is a strong rival of his cotemporaries.
in the townSnuff March 14, 1869 her parents were among the early settlers
Martha L., born Oct. 3,
to their union two children have been given, viz.,
ship
he has served two terms in the Justice's
1871*; Walter Scott, born Oct. 18, 1877
office and three terms as Clerk of the township.
DAVID D. LANDIS, farmer P. 0. Gettysburg. The subject of this sketch
was born in Miami Co. in 1858, and is a son of Daniel and Susana Landis his father
fourteen
was born in Miami Co., where he still resides they were the parents of
Lydia,
David,
Henry,
Barbara,
Hannah,
viz.,
living,
are
children, of whom nine
Abraham and Mariah
Sarah, Catherine, Susan and Tener the deceased are Johnny,
labors
two died in infancy. Our subject was reared on the farm and assisted in the
He then united in marriage with Susanna Elithereof till he was 20 years of age.
her parents are natives of Miami Co., now residents of Darke
ker, Feb. 10, 1878
of five children, viz., Sarah, Isabelle, Catherine, Simon
parents
Co.; they are the
and Amanda. Mrs. Landis is a member of the German Baptist Church, and a
born
worthy Christian lady they are the parents of two children, viz., Charles E.,
Dec 20 1878 and an infant not yet named Mrs. Landis was born July 31, 18^7.
CHRISTIAN LANDIS, farmer P. O. Painter Creek. One of the old settlers
his parents,
of Darke Co., who was born near Canton, Ohio, in September, 1822
till
David and Barbara Landis, were born in Pennsylvania, where they resided
where our subject was
after their marriage, when they removed to near Canton,
departed
born his lather died in Shelby Co. at the age of 71 years his mother
they were the parents of ten children, six
this life in Miami Co. at the a^e of 64
now Mrs. Shafi'er
of whom are living, viz.: Catherine, now Mrs. Shively Barbara,
Elizabeth, David
Moses, Daniel, Samuel and our subject the deceased are John,
his
and Jacob. Mr. L. was reared a farmer's boy, and in that capacity labored on
the
followed
and
himself
for
life
began
he
when
year,
father's farm till his 23d
1848,
occupation of his father he removed to Darke Co., in Adams Township,
for three years, when he
resided
he
which
on
land,
acres
of
39
purchased
he
where
he first purchased
sold out and removed to the place where he now resides in 1851,
several years in
80 acres, on which he erected buildings, and labored faithfully for
rheumatism, he
with
crippled
becoming
land
his
on
obstructions
removing the
was obliged to sell 10 acres from the west end, in order to make ends meet then
acres more,
the "ditch fever" raged in his vicinity, which necessitated a sale of 3
no capiwith
life
in
started
he
work
the
of
portion
his
to enable him to perform
good home, in which to enjoy
tal, and, with only slight assistance, he lias made a
His marriage with Catherine Minnich was celebrated Sept. 9,
his declin'mo; years.
of Ohio
1845 her parents were natives of Pennsylvania, but became residents
Jacob,
they were the parents of eight children, of whom four are now living, viz.:
nine
of
parents
the
are
Landis
Mrs.
and
Mr.
Abraham.
and
David
;
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Catherine,
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Anna, born Oct. 24, 1846 Barbara, born Feb. 14. 1848 Mary, born
1849
George, born June 14, 1851
Elizabeth, born Feb. 4 1854 Malinda. horn Sept. 4, 1856 David, born July 4, 1858
Daniel, born Dee 24
1860; John, born Sept. 6, 1865; Qeorge died Nov. 20, 1853. They have
been
members of the German Baptist Church for thirty-three years, and' are worthy
children, viz.:

;

;

July

14,

;

;

:

;

Christian people.
J
ES Y. RfcCOOL, farmer, P. 0. Gettysburg. William C. McCool, father of our
subject, was horn
Virginia in 1803; his wife, Mary, was born in Tennessee
in
1808; they were among the early pioneers of Ohio his mother died in
1853
and his father is still living and resides in Delisle they were the parents
of ten
children, five boys and five girls, of whom three sons and a daughter
are deceased
the living are Charity, now Mrs. Shear; Harriet, now Mrs. Yount
Esther'

AM

m

;

;

;

now
Our

Mrs.
Kress
Eliza, now
Mrs. Shear
William H., and James V
subject was born Oct. 24, 1828, and was reared a
farmer's
boy
and followed agricultural pursuits till 1864, when he removed to Delisle
and
engaged in the mercantile trade and also dealt in grain for four years, and while
engaged in the business, paid as high as $3.05 cents a bushel for wheat,
which we
believe is the highest figure wheat ever reached in Darke Co., as an
article of commodity in 1868. he closed out his business in Delisle and removed to Miami
Co
and engaged in farming till September. 1871. when he removed to the place
where
he now resides
he has 240 acres of fine land, all in a good state of cultivation
with good improvements more than this, everything he possesses is
the fruit of
his own hard labor, as he began life without a dollar, and
to-day he is amono- the
larger landholders in the township, thus showing to the rising
generation what
thrift and good management, coupled with frugality,
will accomplish.
He celebrated his marriage with Mary A., daughter of William Long, April
1, 1858.
Mr
and Mrs. Long were the parents of ten children— eight daughters and two sons
one
daughter departed this life Dec. 20, 1879 the rest are living and comfortably
situated in life. Mr and Mrs. McCool are the parents of seven children, viz
Amanda
A. (deceased), William H. (deceased), Emma J., Sarah A., Rosey
B., Harrison
M. and Mary E. They are members of the Christian Church of twenty-three
years, standing, and good Christian people
they take a lively interest in the
church, and are among the faithful ones.
JOSEPH NEFF, farmer; P.O.Gettysburg; was born in Montgomery Co
Ohio, Jan. 11, 1838, and is a son of Michael and Barbara Neff; his
father was
born m Kentucky in 1800, and his mother in Montgomery County they
were the
parents of five children, of whom four are living, viz., Sarah. Eva, Jonathan
and
our subject; Aaron, deceased Mrs. Neff departed this life in 1840 Mr.
Neff was
previously married to a Miss Weaver, and had four children,
viz., Abraham
Michael, Elizabeth and Margaret; and by a third wife he had two
children viz
George and Susannah .Mr. Neff departed this life in 1851. Our subject was
reared
on the farm, and he was deprived of a mother's love and tender care when
onlv 2
years old, and at the age of 13 he lost his father; thus young Joseph was
thrown
almost entirely on his own resources he remained on the old home place
with his
brother Abraham till his 18th year, when he was apprenticed to a
blacksmith for
three years, hut only served nine months, on account of dissatisfaction,
when he
left, and afterward finished his apprenticeship with
a man by the name of Heckahorn
after this, in L859, he went to his brother-in-law. George Hepner,
and worked
for three years on the farm as laborer.
At the expiration of this time, he united
his destiny and fortune at the marriage altar with
Elizabeth Frantz, March 1(5,
L862; her father was horn in Virginia Feb. 5, 1800; her mother was horn
in
Pennsylvania in 1809, and departed this life April
1876 they were the parents
of eleven children, of whom eight are living, viz.,
Mary A.." Catherine. Sarah.
Ann, Elizabeth, Henry, Jonas and William
the deceased are Levi. Daniel and
Lydia.
After our subject's marriage, he resumed his trade in Montgomery
County,
which he followed for nine years, and was very successful in
1871, he removed
;
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acres of
to Darke County, and, on the place where he now resides, he purchased 63
improved land, and at present it is in a good state of cultivation, and well
improved he is another of Darke County's self-made men, having began life with
small capital, yet, by energy and good management, combined with the assistance
rendered by his amiable and industrious wife, has overcome the difficulties of life,
and has a good home, and is surrounded by the comforts of life they are the
Francis W., born April 2,
parents of sTx children, of whom five are living, viz.
;

;

:

1863 and departed this life Aug. 1, 1870; Jonathan P., Sept. 8, 1864 Abraham
Nov. 12, 1866 Barbara A., May 15, 1869 Eva M., May 6, 1875. Mrs. Neff
was born April 28, 1835 he and his good wife have been members of the G-erman
Baptist Church for twelve years, and are greatly interested in their church.
NATHAN S. PARSON, merchant and Postmaster. Red River. The gentleman
whose name heads this sketch was born in Pennsylvania in 1813, and is a son of
Jonathan and Euphemia Parson, also natives of Pennsylvania his father died at the
advanced age of 70 years, and his mother when yet in the prime of life, aged 30
they were the parents of four children, three boys and one girl William was a member of the 15th Penn. V. I., and was killed in the battle of South Mountain, while
the reo-iment was making a desperate charge on the strongholds of the enemy
our subject was a member of Co. F, 55th Penn. V. I., having enlisted in October,
1861 this reo-iment was attached to the 10th Corps, afterward transferred to the
18th Corps, when the 18th and 10th were consolidated and became the 21th Corps,
and was commanded by Gen. Orel the regiment was engaged at Pocataligo, Drury's
and in
Bluff, Cold Harbor, Petersburg, Cemetery Hill, Appomattox Court House,
rebellion
fact all the sharp, decisive battles that gave the death-blow to the great
our subject served three years and eleven months, and never received a scratch,
but his physical health was considerably impaired by his exposure to army life
he was discharged in September, 1865, and returned to his home in Pennsylvania,
where he entered in farm labor for four years, and in 1869 came to Darke County,
near Getty sburo;, where he followed various pursuits till 1876, when he engaged
where
in the grocery business in New Harrison for three years, thence to the place
River
Red
the
of
Postmaster
commissioned
was
he
he now is doing business
Post Office in October, 1879, at the establishment of the office he carries a good
stock of groceries and household supplies, and is receiving his share of the public
He celebrated his marriage with Mary E„ daughter of Eli Wolf, Feb.
patronage.
her father is living her mother departed this life in 1871 they were
23, 1872
Mr. and Mrs. Parson are
the parents of six children, of whom four are living.
Mrs. P. is a member
the parents of one child, viz.. Mary D., born May 21, 1873.
Mr. Parson made a
woman.
Christian
exemplary
an
and
is
Church,
E.
the
M.
of
loan of $700 after his return from the war, and was defrauded of nearly the entire
amount, as he only succeeded in collecting $20, which brought him to Ohio.
WILKINS RECK, farmer P. 0. Gettysburg. The subject of this sketch is
one of the permanent settlers of Darke Co. he was born in Adams Township,
he is a sou of Michael and Mary Reck, whose
near Gettysburg;, Nov. 14, 1841
Our subject was raised in
life histories appear on the pages of this work.
Gettysburg, and attended school, after he had attained a proper age, till he was 15
years old, when his father removed to the farm, and young Wilkins was installed
He assisted in agrithere as an assistant at performing the labors of the farm.
cultural pursuits till his 24th year, when he volunteered in the 152d Ohio V. I.,
one hundred-day men the regiment was stationed in the Shenandoah Valley and
took an active part in the Lynchburg raid, as the regiment marched 175 miles in.
" by the notorious Mosby twice, and, in
thirty days' time they were " bushwhacked
H.; here many of the boys' lives were
in
Co.
the last scratch, one man was killed
saved by the inaccurate aim of Mosby's men by shooting too high. He was
honorably discharged from his country's service Sept 14. 1864, and returned to his
home and engaged in farming. He was united in marriage with Miss Emma B.,
an accomplished daughter of Absalom and Sarah Hoover, Aug. 10, 1865 they
:
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were natives of Miami Co., and the parents of six children, of whom
five are liv"
Noah, Eunice, Charles, Celia and Albert Mary A., deceased
Mr
Hoove.' was lulled by a falling tree in May, 1858; he went
into the woods one
morning before breakfast lor the purpose of cutting down a tree, and, as
supposed
started for the house as the tree began to sway,
calculating it would fall in an
opposite direction, hut, swinging around, he was caught
by the branches and
instantly killed.
The accident happened on the farm where our subject now
resides.
Mr. Reck followed the farm till 1872, when he engaged in
the butcher
business
Gettysburg, which he followed lour years, and was very successful
handling over $4,000 worth of stock in the first five months of his
business- in
1876, he dealt exclusively in stock, and previous to this winter he
has been
engaged in butchering, and prosecuting his labors on the farm in the summer
time
He only received the advantage of a common-school education, such as the
county
afforded id his day, but by studious habits has acquired a
good understandino- of
things in general, and his correct business habits
predict a successful career °He
has been identified with the offices of the township, and also in
the church and
is taking considerable pains in educating his
children, and, with the aptness' they
display, we predict the full realization of their
parents' desires.
He has 80 acres
of land where he resides, all in a good state of cultivation, and
well improved
he and his wife have been members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church for nineteen years they are observant, Christian people, and take
a livelv interest in their
church, and are laboring for the advancement of Christianity.
They are
ing, viz..

;

m

;

the
parents of six children, of whom five are living, viz.: Harvey
S.,born Oct* 8 1866
Harry G., born March 17, 1868 Lova P, born Oct. 7, 1870 Forrest,
born Aug.'
20, 1874 and died May 5, 1875; Berta F., born April
13, 1877; Celia M. bora
May 9, lb79. Mrs. Reck was bora March 8, 1847.
HI I
R0ADS farmer P. O. Painter Creek. The gentleman whose name
i
^
heads
this sketch, was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, in
July, 1838, and is a son
•of Jacob and Barbara Roads, natives
of Ohio his father is ye*t living
his mother
departed this life in 1846 they were the parents of sixteen
children, fourteen of
whom are living. Our subject's boyhood days were spent on his father's farm and
not until he was 25 years of age did he leave the parental roof
to become an actor
on the stage
the great drama of life
in 1864, he began his career by locating
in this township on 75 acres of land,
where he still resides prosperity has
crowned his efforts, and he is one of the largest landholders in
the township having about 300 acres under his control, all of which is
in a good state of cultivation
and highly improved. He was united in marriage with Sarah,
daughter of John
Hittle, Feb. 8, 1863; her parents were natives
of Pennsylvania, afterward residents of Ohio.
Mr. Hittle resides in Dayton Mrs. Hittle is dead
they were the
parents of five children.
Mr. and Mrs. Roads are the parents of six children, viz
Mary
John Jacob, George, Jonas and Franklin. Mrs. Roads is a member
of
the German Baptist Church, and a consistent Christian woman
DANIEL SCHAURER, farmer P. O. Laura, Miami Co. The subject of this
sketch was born in Germany Jan. 10, 1833, and is a son of
Frederick and Eve
bchaurei^ natives of the same place, who lived, died and are
buried in their native
place.
Our subject was reared on his father's farm, and assisted in the labors of
the same till his 21st year, when he emigrated to
America, leaving Germany Oct
2; he landed in New York, his voyage occupying thirtv-four da vs he came directly
to Cincinnati, where he remained two years, and
was employed in the iron works
and mills from there he went to Montgomery Co. and followed
farming and millin-' for ten years, thence to the place
where he now resides.
He first purchased Si)
acres ol land, partly improved, and by his own enterprise has
erected splendid
buildings, and. with the cheerful surroundings, his home is
a very pleasant one he
is one of our self-made men,
having began life with only a' small capital/but
energy and persevering industry have overcome the obstacles in life's
pathway and
their beautiful home is the reward of their toil.
His marriage was consummated
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with Elizabeth, daughter of Peter and Barbara Shanck, March 10, 1864 their life's
history also appears in this work to their union two children have been given,
viz.
Henry, born March 22, 1865 Andrew J., born Oct. 2, 1866. He was a member of the 29th 0. V. I., Co. C, commanded b}r Capt. R. L. Jones, and was enrolled
Sept. 23, 1864
he joined the regiment at Atlanta, Ga., but was soon after stricken
down with sickness, and laid in the hospitals of Nashville, Chattanooga and
Atlanta, for about one month, then he was sent to Madison, Ind., and soon after to
Jeffersonville, of the same State, where he remained some four weeks, from there
to Camp Dennison for a short time, thence to Columbus, Ohio, and from there to
Governor's Island, N. Y., where he remained one month, thence by steamer to New
Jersey, from there to Goldsboro, N. C, and then to various other points, till the
war closed, when the regiment was ordered to Washington, where they took a part
in the grand review, and were immediately after sent to Camp Dennison, where he
was mustered out on the 5th day of June, 1865. He has four brothers and two sisters
the four latter
living, viz., Jacob, Peter, George, Michael, Anna M. and Kate
live in German}'.
;

;

:

;

;

;

JOHN

SPIDEL.

farmer, P. 0. Painter Creek.
Another of the old settlers
farmer P. 0. Red River.
of Ohio he was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Oct. 18, 1833, and is a son of
John and Catherine Weaver his father was born in Pennsylvania, and emigrated
his mother was
to Montgomery Co. with his parents when 7 years of age
born in Virginia and came to Ohio when quite young both are living and reside
in Jackson Township, Montgomery Co.; they are the parents of seven children, of
whom five are living, viz., Mary M., Catherine, our subject, John D. and William
Urias was raised on the farm and
A.; the deceased are Sarah and Malinda.
assisted his father in the duties of the same until he was 26 years of age, when
he began life for himself, and celebrated his marriage with Hester, a daughter of
Henry and Mary Bowser, Jan. 1, 1860 they are natives of Montgomery Co.,
where Mr. Bowser continues to reside Mm. Bowser departed this life in 1859
Hester
they were the parents of four children, of whom two are living, viz.
and Elizabeth the deceased are Susannah and Allen the latter was a member of the 91st 0. V. I., and was among the slain on the bloody field of
After his marriage, our subject began life in good earnest by
Franklin, Tenn.
engaging in farming, which pursuit he followed for four years, when he closed out
and purchased a steam saw-mill, which he operated very successfully for ten
years, when he disposed of the mill and appurtenances and purchased 102 acres
of land his home farm contains 82 acres of choice land and is well improved
he is another of the self-made men of Darke Co., he having begun life heavily
encumbered, but by strict business integrity, coupled with good management, he
has kept ahead of the hounds, and has a good home as the reward of his perseverance and industry. They are the parents of ten children, of whom seven are

URIAS WEAVER,

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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;

;

;

;

Romancey A., William C, John H, Oscar 0., Bertha L., Maryetta
and Fernandis G.; the deceased are Franklin H, Clarence L. and Edgar E.
Our subject has had his full share of township offices, having served as Trustee
one term, Assessor three terms, and at present is one of the Land Appraisers, thus
showing the good people of the township have confidence in the executive ability
of our subject. He and his amiable wife are life-long members of the Lutheran
Church, and warmly espouse the cause. This organization is presided over by the
Rev. P. C. Schmogrow, and has a membership in the district of about twentyfive.
Mrs. Weaver was born in Indiana, Feb. 27, 1842.
SOLOMON WEILLS, retired Painter Creek. The gentleman whose name
heads this sketch was born in Preston Co., Va.. Feb. 12, 1818, and is a son
his father was born in Maryland in 1775, and died
of William and Sarah Weills
they are
his mother was born in 1781. and departed this life in 1848
in 1848
the parents of sixteen children, of whom all are living, so far as is known, except
four.
Our subject was reared on the farm, where he labored till he began his
living, viz.,

C.

;

;

;

;
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He
labors in the schoolroom, which he followed till he was 23 years of age.
received his preparatory education in Washington, and studied theology under his
he frequently
brother, who was a very eminent minister of the Lutheran Church
filled his brother's appointments, during his studies, thus gaining a practical and
he was ordained a minister of the Gospel
theoretical experience at the same time
in 1847. his first regular charge being in Washington Co., Penn.; here he labored
at the expiration
for ten years, and frequently preached to other congregations
of this time, he removed to Union Co., Ind., and was placed in charge of the Lutheran Church in Liberty, also St. Paul's Church, in an adjoining county here he labored
for seven years, and was then called to Tippecanoe, where he labored for four
years, filling two regular appointments, and, he informs us, while on this charge, he
preached more funeral sermons than in all his previous life in the ministry in
1866, he went to live near Greenville, and was actively engaged for awhile thence
to Adams Township, where he remained one year thence to the place where he
now resides he owns 163 acres of improved land, which is in a high state of cultivation. He celebrated his marriage with Lydia, a daughter of John and Hannah
to this union six children were given, viz.: Alpheus, horn
Shaffer, May 2, 1844
Feb. 6, 1846 Mosheim, born March 4, 1848 Henrietta, born March 9, 1850 Herman J., born May 23, 1851; Agnes H, born Aug. 21, 1854, died Jan. 13.1868;
Hazelius. born March 3, 1858; Mrs. Weills died in 1865; he was again united in
marriage with Martha J., a daughter of Elisha and Eliza Pennv. March 5, 1873.
the subject of this
N. WILLIAMS, farmer P. O. Pleasant Hill
memoir was born in Miami Co., Ohio, in 1839, and is a son of Isaac and Sarah
Williams his father was born in Miami Co. lived, died and is buried in the
his grandfather, John Williams, was born in Virginia, and
count}' of his nativity
settled on the farm where our subject's father spent a lifetime, where his eyes
on the
first beheld the light of day, and where he met the summons of death
land where his grandfather located was a place held sacred by the Indians,
was a place of general rendezvous for all neighboring tribes, and on the same
spot the early pioneers erected four block-houses, ibiming a square, which gave
the settlers a place of protection and security from the many attacks of the Indians
Isaac Williams was born in 1810; his wife, Sarah,
in those troublesome times.
was born in Montgomery Co., in 1820, and is still living the land entered by his
grandfather remained in the family name for nearly three-quarters of a century.
Our subject was reared on the farm, and assisted in the labor of the same till his
21st year, when he united his destiny at the marriage altar with that of Sarah, a
daughter of S. C. Miles, in 1861. In 1864, he volunteered in the 147th O. V. I..
;

;

;
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;

;

one hundred-day men served his time and was honorably discharged he afterward emigrated to Kansas, where he remained one year to a day, and then
returned and settled on 117 acres of land in Darke Co., where he resided for six
his
years, and then disposed of this land and removed to where he now resides
brother Daniel was Adjutant of the 61st O. Y. I., and was among the slain at the
Mr. and Mrs. Williams are members of the Christian
battle of Gettysburg, Penn.
Church, and are exemplary Christian people the}' are the parents of four children, viz.. Floy. Perry L.. Daniel W. and Allen.
GEORGE W. WRIGHT, minister, merchant and Postmaster, Painter Creek.
The subject of this memoir was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio. Dec. 3, 1835, and
is a son of Robert Wright, a native of Pennsylvania, who removed to Ohio in a
very early day he is still living, and resides in Miami County, his wife departing
they were the parents of six children
this life when in the bloom of womanhood
John. George and Susannah the deceased are
three of whom are living, viz.
Our subject assisted his father in agricultural
Elizabeth. Barbara and Catherine.
pursuits till he was of age. when he began life for himself, and chose farming as
his occupation, which hi' followed till 1867. when he came to Painter Creek and
entered a partnership with his father-in-law, John Hayworth, in a general mercantile business, which they successfully followed for a period, and at his father-in;
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law's death he assumed individual control of the business, and is still to be found
he was
at the old stand, ready to cater to the wants of the buying public
he received his education in the common
appointed Postmaster Nov. 14, 1879
;

;

which he only had the privilege of attending at certain times, but, by
making good use of his time and being studious in his habits, he acquired a fair
understanding, and is well fitted to discharge the many responsibilities incident to
he began his labors in the ministry in 1874, and was reguhis ministerial duties
larly ordained a minister of the Brethren in Christ Church Nov. 14, 1877. when
he received a regular charge; in 1878, he was chosen a delegate to a convention,
held in Pennsylvania in November of the same year, to revise the constitution of
schools,

;

the church; in 1879, he filled three regular appointments this year, he fills only
He celebrated his marriage with Elizabeth, youngest daughter of John
two.
her parents were among the first settlers of Darke
Hayworth, May 13, 1858
Mr. and Mrs. Wright are the parents of nine children,
County, both deceased
seven of whom are living, viz., Aaron, Eliza A., Angeline, John, Simon, Clara M.
and Forrest the deceased are Delmont and Ivens Mr. Wright has filled the Treasurer's office of the township for two terms, and is the present incumbent
he has
his grandfather was born
also filled the office of School Director for three terms
in Ireland, and emigrated to America and settled in Pennsylvania, where he marthe D. & U. R. R. passed
ried, and afterward removed to Montgomery County
between his house and barn, and, while attempting to pass from the barn to the
house, he was caught by a passing train and thrown some sevent} feet from the
point of collision and instantly killed, aged 70 years his grandmother survived a
few 3'ears, and departed this life at the age of 95.
;
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JACOB ARMACOST, farmer,
GEORGE BACON, hardware

P. 0. New Madison.
merchant, New Madison was born Dec. 26,
1826, in Jefferson Co.. N. Y. removed with his parents to Michigan in 1834.
where he remained until 1848, when he went to Cincinnati, and thence to different
parts of Ohio, locating in New Madison in 1849, and engaged in mercantile business, which he has continued ever since, having now become one of the substantial business men of New Madison, being one of the firm of Bacon & Aughee. Mr.
Bacon was married to Clara Aughee Feb. 17, 1850, at the home of her parents,
near New Paris, Preble Co. They have two children Orla and Flora.
JOHN BILLMAN, farmer, Sec. 26 P. 0. New Madison.
P. 0. and residence New Madison.
The business
T. J. BLOOM, miller
interests of New Madison could not be properly presented without a more than
passing notice of " The New Madison Mills," of which Mr. Bloom is proprietor.
He came here in 1 868 the business of the mill could then be done in from two to
In 1875. Mr. Bloom determined on improvement
three days' run in each week.
tore down the old mill and rebuilt it, placing an entire new set of machinerj-,
which included the patent process, and now has a capacity to produce forty barrels of flour and grind 150 bushels of corn in a twelve- hour run. and is prepared,
both by experience and improved methods, to produce the very best of flour he
is doing both a custom and merchant business, and such is the reputation of his
flour, that he sells all of it on orders, thus saving the expense and risk of conMr. Bloom, although a young man, is already one of the prominent
signments.
He was born in Preble Co. in
and substantial business men of New Madison.
1845 his father was a miller, and T. J. naturally grew to be a miller while 3*0 ung
He enlisted in the three-months service in 1862, and was taken prisoner at Harper's Ferry and held until some time after the expiration of his term of service, then
Sec. 17
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Was marparoled, after which he returned to New Madison and resumed milling.
ried in 1864 to Miss Mary C, daughter of Lewis S. Davis, of Richmond, Ind.
Charles.
the} have one child
farmer. Sec. 36 P. O. Brinley Station was born in Virginia Nov. 21, 1807; his parents came to Ohio in 1808, traveling on horseback,
and first settled in Washington Co., afterward in Clinton Co about the time of
becoming 21, his parents removed to Warren Co., when he began life for himself;
having had but little education, he worked out by the da}' or month, as he had
opportunity, until 1840, when he came to Preble Co. and took charge of a farm
belonging to his sister, her husband having died March 17, 1842. He was married

—

r

'

;

WILLIAM BROWN,

;

;

;

Susanna Shuman she was born in Preble Co. Nov. 29, 1823 they settled on a
farm he had previously purchased in Harrison Township, Darke Co. after remaining about two years he removed to Preble Co., where he purchased a farm they
he purchased 151 acres in Darke Co., where they
remained here until 1853
removed and have since lived. Mr. Brown now owns two 80-acre tracts in Preble
Co., under good cultivation, besides the home farm, which is well improved, and
Mr. and Mrs. Brown are the parents of eight
altogether worth at least $15,000.
Hannah, born Jan. 6, 1843, now Mrs. Milton Thomas, of Preble Co.
children
Joseph, born Nov. 25, 1844, now living in Preble Co., on Sec. 25, Harrison Town
ship; Sarah J., born Feb. 5, 1847, now Mrs. Geo. Miller, also of Harrison Township Wm. S., born April 14, 1849 John H, born Oct. 9, 1851 Thomas M., born
July 9, 1854 Franklin J., born Oct. 23, 1856 Jacob S., born May 12, 1859 all
of whom are now living.
EDWARD J. BUNCH, retired New Madison born in Harrison Township
His parents, Nazareth Bunch and Permelia (Simons) Bunch, were
Jan. 17, 1827.
among the pioneer settlers of Darke, having emigrated from Perquimons Co., N.
C., in 1824, and entered a quarter-section of land, upon which this son was born,
Mr. E. J. Bunch commenced business for himself in 1853,
reared, and now owns.
purchasing a stock of goods in New Madison, which business he continued about
two years, when he sold out. A short time after this a remarkable incident
occurred he was bitten by a rabid dog, and, although the same dog had bitten a
son of Washington Ubrem, and also a number of cattle, hogs, etc., he alone recovMr. Bunch and Miss Cathered, being attended by Dr. G. Miesse, of Greenville.
erine Coblentz were married at the home of her parents, in Butler Township, Nov.
22, 1855; soon after they went on a farm he owned in Harrison Township, and
have continued to live in Harrison Township ever since, owning different tracts of
land until 1862, when he purchased the old homestead, where he lived until 1873,
when he purchased a handsome residence property in New Madison, where he now
resides he has just completed a fine brick building, near the railroad track, which
he designs for a wai-ehouse. Mr. and Mrs. Bunch are the parents of three children Eva and Edward, the first having died in infancy.
CHARLES W. CHENOWETH, farmer, Sec. 5 ;'P. O. Hollandsburg, Ohio
was born in Maryland Sept. 3, 1830 in 1838. he came with his parents to Darke
Co.; they settled in Harrison Township, and afterward removed near Arba, Randolph Co., Ind.; his mother now resides there; his father's death occurred in
The subject of this sketch remained at home with his parents until his
1876.
marriage with Minerva J. Harrison, which occurred Feb. 24, 1853, after which
they lived with her parents in German Township until the following fall, then
removed to Randolph Co., Ind.; remained there until 1856, when they removed to
Harrison Township, Darke Co., and lived on Sec. 3 eight years then removed to
remained
the farm in German Township, upon which her father settled in 1832
there until 1876, then removed to the farm near Hollandsburg, where he now
The following is an
his wife's death occurred here Sept. 28, 1878.
resides
" In the death of Sister
extract from the obituary notice, written by her Pastor
Chenoweth the husband has lost a kind and affectionate wife, the children a lovin g
and indulgent mother, the church a worthy member, and the community an exemto

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

;

;

;

;

:

691

TOWNSHIP.

HARRISON

She united with the Christian Church at Hollandsburg
plary Christian character.
held by Father Ashley, and lived a consistent
meeting
a
during
in the year 1854,
She left seven children,
Christian life until death summoned her to her reward."
Thomas
in 1877, and now
Rosa
to
married
1854,
Dec.
26,
born
A.,
William
viz
James A., born Oct. 21, 1857, married to Emma
resides in German Township
Marietta K., born
Sept. 28, 1879, and now resides in German Township
•

;

Kara

;

Oct 11 1860 (now Mrs. Geo. Sharpe), and resides in Harrison Township Washington E., born Oct. 14, 1862 Morton M., Nov. 6, 1865 Ellennora B., Dec. 31,
all at home and attending
1869, and Elmer E., July 1, 1872 the four last are
Mr. Chenoweth has been an active, industrious citizen, and quite successschool.
starting poor, he has steadily advanced, and now owns, besides his home farm
ful
adjoining Hollandsburg, which consists of 87 acres well improved, 178 acres in
German Township in a good state of cultivation, with fair improvements his two
married sons now live on and farm this place. Mr. Chenoweth purchased the farm
where he now resides in 1875, for the purpose of getting better church and school
He has been a prominent member of the Christian
privileges for his family.
and one of the Trustees, and is an active, useful
Deacon
now
and
is
here,
Church
member of society and a substantial citizen. He was married to Mary A. Felton
;

;

;

;

;

;

Sept. 14, 1879.

was born
P. O. New Madison, resides Sec. 11
30, 1805, and came with his parents to Preble Co., Ohio,
with his parents during his minority, receiving but little

JOHN DARLAND,
in Nicholasville, Ky.,

farmer

;

;

May

he remained
after he became of age, he worked wherever he had opportunity, making
which occurred
his home with his parents until his marriage with Martha Beatley,
and removed
purchased
he
later
years
two
farm
a
rented
then
he
April 22, 1839
in 1865, he purchased the farm upon which they
to a farm in Wayne Co., Ind.
now and have since resided. They are the parents of nine children, viz.: Harrison,
Oliver, born Dec. 20, 1845
born July 14, 1840 Benjamin, born Aug. 7, 1842
Thomas, 'born Jan. 10, 1848 Margaret J., now Mrs. John Hill, born June 4,
1853 George, born March 27, 1856 Mary E., born Aug. 10, 1858 John M.,
and Dora, born July 30, 1865.. Mr. Darland, as will be seen,
born Jan. 15, 1862
started with nothing but his own energy and physical strength to rely upon, and
has gradually advanced, until by his energy, industry and economy, he now has
230 acres of land, with good buildings they have raised a large family, all of
whom are living, some at home and some in distant States. Mr. and Mrs. Darland
are both of the quiet, substantial type, highly respected citizens, and he is a useful,

in 1810

;

education

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

respected citizen.

was born in Butler Co., Ohio, July
(deceased)
Darke Co. in 1854, and engaged in the furniture and undertaking business, which he continued until 1867, then started a general store
at Hollandsburg, which he continued until the time of his decease, which occurred
Aug. 6, 1879 the following extract from the obituary written by one who knew
"Mr. Davis was an active,
him, shows how he was regarded by his neighbors
was a worthy memintelligent, useful citizen, esteemed by all who knew him
ber of the Masonic Order, and always cherished and sustained all efforts for
He was married
the support and propagation of that which was good and noble."
she is a daughter of Harvey Harrison, who
to Mary E. Harrison, June 8, 1856
was one of the pioneers of German Township, and a successful physician for more
than twenty years they were the parents of three children, viz., Harvey E.,
Florence J. and Charles C. Harvey E., when about 15 years of age, became deaf,
the effect of a severe sickness he is now a young man and an artist the way in
which he became an artist is remarkable and somewhat romantic when he first
realized that he was permanently deaf, he was nearly beside himself, so great was his
grief and mortification, and in his desperation the thought came to his mind that
perhaps he could make a picture, and he immediately proceeded to try with
some common paint, procured from a paint shop near by, a pallet and brush of

THOMAS

29,

1834

;

came

J.

DAVIS,

;
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own manufacture,

a

smooth board

and a picture of a little girl
the result so astonished his parents

for a canvass,

for a subject, he executed his first portrait

;

and Mends that he was provided with the necessary outfit, and such was his
delight at finding he could do something, notwithstanding his deafness, that he threw
his entire energy into his efforts, and, although he never had any instruction except
such as he could get from books, he now executes a portrait which will compare
favorably with productions of regularly instructed artists, and proves him to be a
genius in art.
Mrs. Davis and her three children still reside at the home provided
by the loving and lamented husband and father she is an intelligent, modest woman.
D. B. DENHAM, retired
P. 0. New Madison
was born in Denhamstown,
on the Ohio River, Oct. 3, 1809 when about 6 years old, his mother died, and his
father bound him to J. Lyon, a wagon-maker of Springfield, Ohio, when he was
14 years old, his master, Mr. Lyon, died, and Mr. Denham then engaged to learn
the blacksmith trade
after completing his apprenticeship, he worked as journeyman in Troy and Hamilton, Ohio, and different places in Indiana, and in 1838,
returned to Troy, and married Miss Rebecca Marshall, a native of Pennsjdvania,
born in Bucks Co., Sept. 6, 1811
after his marriage, he continued to work at his
trade in Troy and Staunton, until 1845, he removed to Pulaski Co., Ind., but not
being satisfied here, he returned in a few months to Troy, Ohio, and resumed
blacksraithing in partnership with a Mr. Daily in 1858, removed to Darke Co.,
and purchased 127 acres of land in York Township after living here one year,
returned to Troy a year or two later, he removed to Dallas, where he worked at
his trade a short time, after which, he again went on to his farm in York Township,
but only remained about one year, then removed to Brown Township, where he
remained until 1866 he sold out in York Township and came to New Madison,
purchased 80 acres in Harrison Township, near New Madison, also several pieces
of property in New Madison, including the residence in which they now reside
upon one of these lots he built a shop, in which he carried on blacksmithing until,
quite recently, he sold his shop, tools and stock, and is now living a quiet, retired
life.
Mr. and Mrs. Denham are the parents of six children, only one of whom is
living
Charles M., a harness-maker of New Madison.
The names of the deceased
are Rachael J., Henrietta, Sarah E., Nancy T., and the first, who died in infancy
Rachael J. was married to Charles A. Reigle, Oct. 9, 1861, Uzeuno and Estell V.,
their son and daughter, are now of Mr. Denham's family Sarah E. was married to
Charles D. Bevington, Nov. 21, 1867
Frank W. B., their son, is also with his
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Denham.
It will be seen by this record that Mr.
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

;

;

Denham

has lived not so

much

for himself as for others.
farmer, Sec. 10
P. 0. New Madison
was born in
Chester Co., S. C, April 14, 1811 son of John and Margaret (Faris) Downing,
both of Irish descent Jason came with his parents to Darke Co., in 1817, and was
raised during the early times, in Harrison Township, and is one of the most intelligent and best informed of the few now living, who were here at so early a day
his father having been a teacher in South Carolina, he received a fair education
he remained at home until about 27 years of age
his father had a blacksmith
shop on his farm, and hired a smith part of the time Jason spent considerable
time in this shop, and obtained a pretty good idea of the trade, but thought he
would try teaching school after one term, he concluded that did not suit him, and
he learned the brickmason's trade, at which he became very proficient, and has
followed it more or less all his life, having done some brickwork during the past
year.
Dec. 16, 1841, he was married to Rebecca J., daughter of John and Jane
Beard, who were pioneers of Butler Township
after his marriage, they settled on
the farm upon which they now reside
he had previously purchased it. put up a
cabin and made some improvements, but when he was ready to occupy it, he built
a house, which forms a part of his present commodious dwelling the old cabin,
now used as a sort of shop, is about the only reminder of those early days of hard
labor and privations he so well remembers.
The farm now consists of 120 acres,

JASON DOWNING,
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;
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;
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thus Mr. and Mrs. Downing were early settlers
Township and have contribare now among the oldest residents of Harrison
lney
of Darke to.
improvement
and
growth
the
toward
share
full
uted their
and
married
now
1843
Sept.
18,
born
Robert,
viz.:
are the parents of eight children,
Samuel, bom April 17, 1846, died Aug,24 1852 Margaret J.
resides in Sec. 9
Co.; Sarah C, born June
born Oct. 12, 1848, now Mrs. George W. Miller, of Preble
George W., born
Township
Harrison
in
1 1851 now Mrs J. E. Armacost, resides

80 of which are under cultivation

;

and

;

;

;

Sept. 22, 1853,

still

at

home

;

Fanny E.,born April 7, 1856, now Mrs.

L.

W. Arma-

3

Madison was born Feb.
L. DOWNING, farmer, Sec. 10 P. 0. New
resides he is the son of
present
at
and
since
has
he
where
farm
the
20 1852 on
Carolina, and came with
John E and Sarah M. Downing John E. was born in South
Sarah M. (Morrison-Biwley) Downing,
his parents to Darke Co. when a boy
they
in 1833
was born in Preble Co. and came with her husband to Darke Co.
L., now lives, his mother living
settled upon the farm upon which the son, James
were very early setwith him. the father having died Oct. 27, 1872 the Downings
farm upon which
the
history
township
the
in
length
tlers and are noticed at some
L and his aged mother now live, was partly cleared and improved

JAMES

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Mr James

John E. purchased
by John Tibbs a pioneer of Harrison Township, from whom
stands where
The old lo* cabin with stick chimney which Mr. Tibbs built, still
it
and privations of the
accommodations
limited
the
of
reminder
a
it
as
placed
he
forest has been cleared away
early settlers since the time it was built, the dense
house has been
and cultivated fields now greet the eye a neat and commodious
of stock and
accommodation
the
for
buildings
other
and
barn
built also a frame
economy and practical
storage of grain, implements, etc., evidences of industry,
her first huswisdom Mrs Sarah M. Downing is the mother of nine, children by
and resides
married
now
May
1836,
born
29,
Thomas
S.,
band John Brawley, viz.:
Levi P., born
Sept. 16, 1838
in Kansas Martha Ann, born Oct. 10, 1837, died
Purviance, died
Jan 19, 1840, was married to Louisa J., daughter of Patterson
Louisa
J., born Nov.
Downing
John
E.
April 13 1862 by her second husband,
March 19, 1846, died
29 1843' now Mrs. Allen Tyler of Preble Co.; Mary C, born
James L., born
D^c 31 1876 Melissa E, born Nov. 7, 1849, died Aug. 19, 1876
infant son,
Feb 20' 1852 Margaret E., born May 2, 1855, died April 20, 1877
Dec.
1859, died July
born
11,
A.,
Florence
1858
Sept.
died
6,
1858,
March
9,
born
Mr. Downing is the inventor ot
24 1879 Ruth A., born August 15, 1862.
In
" Downino-'s Hand Planter, " which bids fair to excel all other hand planters.
first ballot for Andrew Jackhis
cast
he
Democrat
lifelong
a
been
politics he has
years, and has always
son he was a member of the School Board for more than twenty
advanced in years, is
somewhat
although
and,
citizen,
useful
intelligent,
an
been
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

•

;

•

intelligent, social, agreeable

now a very

gentleman.

l&Jl,
M. FLAIG, farmer P. O. New Madison. He was born Jan io,
years of age.
when
23
States
United
the
to
emigrated
Germany
in Wurtemberg,
in 1860
and worked at a trade (tanner) in New Jersey for one man seven years
Mr Flaio- came to Richmond, Ind., near which place he purchased land and farmed
an interest in a
two years then sold and removed to New Paris, where he took
to New Madison
tannery which he soon sold, not liking his partner, and removed
biography appears in this
rented the tannery now owned by Mrs. Snodgrass, whose
in the grocery and
engaged
he
which
after
years,
work which he operated four
this time, many kilns
provision trade this he continued ten years, burning, during
buildings which now
of brick and building the walls of most of the fine school
visited his
ornament the country in this vicinity in the fall of 1874, Mr. Flaig
in 187b, ne
Christinas
old home and other parts of Germany, returning about
corporation, which he still owns,
sold his store and purchased a farm adjoining the
honors, he has had a full share,
living in his fine brick residence in town of public
continuously with his resialmost
offices
township
and
town
more
or
holdino- one
Township Appraiser and
Treasurer,
Town
time
dence here being at the present

JOHN

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

;
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School Director. He was married to Agnes Straub, in Philadelphia, April 23, 1856
they were the parents of one child, Joseph, who is now living with his father Mrs.
Mr. Flaig and Elizabeth Hambil were
Flaig's death occurred June 12, 1857.
married in Philadelphia April 17, 1858 they have four children Lizzie, Wilhelm,
John A. and Henry B., all of whom are living at home the mother of Mrs. (Straub)
Flaig, Mrs. Odela Straub, who was born in 1803, and whose husband died at sea
during the voyage from Germany, in 1853, is now also a member of this interesting household.
W. FRENCH, retired physician, residence Sec. 10 P. 0. Hollandsburg.
He was born in Jefferson Co., Va., March 1, 1792 his father, Samuel
French, was a teacher, and gave his family more than ordinary advantages when
Walter was about 20, he enlisted in the army, but was mustered out in about six
months, without seeing any service in the field. Soon after his return, he was
married to Rachael P. Blue. For several years he acted as collector, at the same
time reading medicine in 1823, they removed to Brownsville, Ohio, and the following year his wife died, leaving three children James W., Samuel J. and Mary
J.; he then returned to Virginia, and her mother took care of the children until
his marriage Avith Lavina Bailey, after which he purchased a farm in Jefferson Co.,
Va., where they lived until 1838, when he came with his family to Darke Co., first
settling in Washington Township, and practiced medicine there about six years
then removed to Hollandsburg, where he practiced and also kept store for more
than twenty years in 1869, he was robbed of over $8,000 in cash in 1871, he
purchased and removed to the farm, where he now resides, with his widowed daughin 1874, his second wife died; she bore him six children, viz.: Phoebe
ter, Jane
L.. now Mrs. Robert Little, of Columbus, Ind.; Rachel A., now Mrs. J. G-. Harland, of Union City, Ind.; Elizabeth, now Mrs. D. Ryan, of Hollandsburg Emily
E., now Mrs. J. M. Harrison, of Hollandsburg, and Martha L. and Walter J. B.
both deceased of his first wife's children, Samuel J. is deceased James W. resides
near Princeton, Ind.; Mary Jane was married Jul}' 16, 1839, to John C. Heironimus, whose death occurred July 23, 1879, he being 69 3'ears of age they had
eleven children Elmira L., born April 20, 1840, married to David Tittle in 1872.
and died July 3, 1877 Walter A., born Nov. 29, 1841 Eliza J., born Nov. 22,
1843, now Mrs. Jacob Anderson, of Wayne Co., Ind.; Eliza A., born Dec. 5, 1845,
died Aug. 6, 1865; Narcissus V., born Oct. 27, 1847, now Mrs. Leander Anderson,
also of Wayne Co., Ind.; John W., born Feb. 17, 1850
Andrew P., born March
Camelius P., born Oct. 25, 1853, died Jan. 19, 1855
13, 1852, died Aug. 6, 1874
Charles W, born March 7, 1856, now a resident of Wayne Co., Ind.; Minerva C,
born June 12, 1857, now Mrs. Oliver P. Anderson, also of Wayne Co., Ind., and
Emma R., born May 24, 1861; Mr. French is an old resident of Darke Co., and
one of the three oldest men now living in Harrison Township, being in his 88th
year he has been successful as a merchant, and in his day enjoyed a large practice as a physician
he has not practiced any for the past ten or twelve years he
now lives with and is cared for by his daughter, Jane Heironimus, her sons, Walter
and John W.. farming the place.
AARON HARTER, grocer and confectioner, New Madison one of the old
residents of Darke County; was born in Butler Township Nov. 15, 1829
son of
Samuel Harter, who was a native of Virginia and came to Darke Count}' in 1818,
and purchased a farm with a small clearing on it, near what is now New Madison,
where he lived until his death, which occurred May 13, 1865.
Aaron lived at
home until 38 years of age, receiving while a boy such an education as he was
able to secure in bad weather during the winter months; after he became "of age,
he took charge of the farm, and. in their latter days, the care of his parents after
their decease, he continued to live at the old homestead about three years, when he
sold out and removed to New Madison, owning several different pieces of property
and changing about somewhat, until, about 1872, he purchased the residence property in New Madison, in which he first lived, and has continued to live here ever
;

;

—

;

;
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He was married Aug. 14, 1851, to Susan E. Boyer she was born in Preble
County, Ohio, Nov. 8, 1832 thev are the parents of two children—William B.,
born May 8, 1852, died July 7, 1861 and Alvin R., born Aug. 4, 1857, now
since.

;

;

;

assisting; his father in the store.

12 P. 0. New Madison one of the
is the son of
Feb. 3, 1808
Virginia
in
born
was
he
County
Darke
of
old settlers
Francis Harter, who came to Darke County at an early day, bringing eight sons with
him, all but one of whom became residents of Darke County Solomon was about 8
years old when they came, and was reared in the wilderness, assisting in clearing and
improving the farm. July 4, 1830, he was married to Margaret Ullum, who also
belonged lo a pioneer family she was born Aug. 15, 1808 about two years after
her death
their marriage, they settled on the farm where he has since resided
they had five children, only two of whom are living—
occurred July 17, 1862

SOLOMON HARTER, retired farmer, Sec.

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;

Elam, who resides in Butler Township and M. K., who lives on and farms his
Mr. Harter has been quite feeble for
father's place, his father living with him.
some time, but has had the satisfaction of seeing the wilderness subdued and fine
farms with substantial improvements take the place of the forest which once
;

covered the face of this now fertile region.
ARTMAN, farmer P. 0. New Madison. The subject of this sketch
J. A.
was born in Lancaster Co., Penn., Jan. 18, 1847; when he was 2 years of age, his
mother died and he lived with his uncle, John Stauffer, until 1 6 years of age then
came to Montgomery Co.. where his father then lived, and worked in that neighborhood, principally chopping wood, four years then came to Darke Co., and
worked by the month two years then engaged with J. W. Singer, to sell trees, etc..
from the Hill Home nursery of Miami Co. His marriage with Mary A. Noggle was
she was a
celebrated at the home of her mother, in New Madison, March 9, 1871
daughter of John Noggle, and is a sister to George N. Noggle, whose biography
appears in this work, and is an intelligent lady Mr. Hartman had already purchased a house and lot in New Madison, where they began the duties of domestic
40
in the fall of 1873, they removed to a farm in Sec. 17, Butler Township,
life
and
acres of which came to her by her parents, and 40 acres he traded his house
Mr. Forkner, in Sec.
lot for the following year, they sold that place, and rented of
about six months later, he purchased the north half of
18, Butler Township
this
the northwest quarter of Sec. 8, and in the spring of 1875 they removed to
In the fall of 1877, he traded 15 acres of that place, with the buildings,
place.
It will be seen
for the 80 acres in Harrison Township, where they now reside.
wood by the
cutting
by
boy
when
a
commencing
man
self-made
that Mr. H. is a
increased
cord, and working by the month, he saved enough to get a home, and has
now owns 140 acres, in a good state
it, but not without industry and economy, and
of cultivation, and, although a young man, is already one of the substantial citizens of Darke Co. Mr. and Mrs. Hartman are the parents of four children— Kate.

H
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Edith, Allie, and

Ann

E.,

deceased.

HILL, retired, New Madson was born in what was then Baltimore Co., Md., March 17, 1790 when about 9 years old, was bound out to a weaver
and he was
his master, as he was termed, died when he was about 19 years of age,

OBADIAH

;

;

;

but voluntarily bound himself at the same trade for three years more, after
which he wagoned ten years he then resumed his trade, continuing ten years,
which the Ohio
after which he came to the West, first stopping near the ground upon
free,

;

Soldier's

Home

is

now

situated,

and lived

in

Montgomery

Co. nearly one-quarter

then
of a century, renting one farm of one man for eighteen successive years
removed to' Preble Co. and purchased 160 acres of land, which he improved, and
he
sold six years later at a handsome profit he then removed to Darke Co., where
has resided ever since, owning and cultivating different tracts of land in the fall of
in which he
1876, he purchased a handsome residence property in New Madison,
a native
also
was
who
Fisher,
Eliza
to
married
Hill
was
Mr.
live.
now
wife
and his
of Maryland, inl821 they were the parents of ten children, seven of whom are now
;

;

;

;

;
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William, Jonathan, Jacob, Mary A., now Mrs. John Ullery, of Kan.; Eliza A.,
Mrs. Stephen Ullery, of South Bend, Ind.; Jemima, now Mrs. Hickathorn, of
Da^yton, and Jenny, now Mrs. Henr} Bougher, of Butler Co.; the names of the
three deceased are Margaret, George W. and James; Mrs. Hill's death occurred
near New Madison Sept. 9, 1875, being 7-4 years old Mr. Hill and Mrs. Missouri
(Shannon) Ullery, a native of Pennsylvania, were married Sept. 19, 1876. Mr. Hill.
although in his 90th year, is in good health, and walks as though onby 50.
HILL, carpenter and builder, Sec. 15 P. 0. New Madison was
born in Harrison Township March 15, 1822 he is a son of William and Sarah
(Ferris) Hill, who were among the pioneers of Harrison Township
he remained
with his parents until August, 1838, when he began his apprenticeship at the carpenter trade
after serving the full three years, he began for himself and has
followed carpentering and building ever since, working in this and neighboring
counties
Mr. Hill was twice married, first to Martha A. Thomas, Nov. 2, 1845
she was a daughter of David Thomas and a cousin to William Thomas, whose
biography- appears in this work
she was born July 21, 18-46, and her death
occurred May 11, 1873 they had six children, viz.: Hiram J., born July 21, 1846,
died Aug. 6, 1846
Celinda A., born Oct. 29, 1848, now Mrs. Henry Spencer, of
Red Key, Jay Co., Ind.; Nancy C, born July 13, 1853, now Mrs. John Pitts, of Portland, Ind.; Charles F., born July 20, 1856, now in Rock Island Co., 111.; Morton L.,
born Sept. 17. 1862, also of Rock Island Co., Ill, and William D., born Sept. 12, 1871.
now at home and attending school Mr. Hill's second marriage was with Jane
(Owens) Mansfield she was born in Harrison Township, Jan. 1, 1820 her parents,
Samuel and Sabina Owens, were natives of Kentucky, and pioneers of Harrison
Township she was the mother of three children by her first husband, viz. William
W. Mansfield, who was a member of the 62d I. V. I., and after a service of nearly
four years, died in the service Thomas O. and Andrew Jackson, also deceased.
MILTON HILL, farmer, Sec. 16 P.O. New Madison one of the oldest residents
of Harrison Township he was born, raised, and has lived all his life on the farm
where he now resides he was born Feb. 10, 1820 has been twice married, first to
Miss Amanda J. Downing, Nov. 14, 1839 she was born in Tennessee, Jan. 25,
1819 they had nine children, eight of whom are now living, viz.. Alfred, Joseph.
Sarah, Melinda, John, Ezra, Martha and Ella.
The name of the deceased is Asa
his wife's death occurred Feb. 13, 1872
his second marriage was with Sarah J.
Wiley, Feb 1, 1873 who was born in Preble Co., June 12, 1826 their homestead
now consists of the old Hill homestead of 80 acres, and 80 acres adjoining in
Sec. 15, all in a good state of cultivation, with a fine new house and other buildings to correspond it would present a picture of great contrast by the side of
one of the appearance it had forty years ago, for Mr. Hill has devoted his attention entirely to the cultivation and improvement of his land, and, while taking a
lively interest in all that pertains to the public good, has not sought public disliving
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tinction.

WILLIAM HINDSLEY, farmer P. O. New Madison another of the old residents of Darke Co.
his father, John H. Hindsley, was a native of Maryland, and
went to North Carolina when a boy was married to Annie Stone, and they moved
to Tennessee in 1823 to Preble Co., Ohio, in 1826, and came to Darke County in the
spring of 1827
he entered land in Sec. 14, upon which the}- lived the remainder
of their days. The subject of this sketch was born in North Cai*olina, in 1813
accompanied his parents to Darke County, in 1827, and has resided here ever since
purchased thi' old homestead in 1848 his father's death having occurred in 1847.
and his mother had her home with him until her decease, which occurred in 1860.
The present neat and substantial buildings have been erected by him. and the farm
is now in an advanced state of cultivation, situated on a free gravel pike near
enough to New .Madison to afford excellent school privileges. Mr. Hindsley may well
feel a just pride in what has been accomplished by the developments of the past
fifty years
he is now nearing the threescore-and-ten period of his life, and has
;
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;

;
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:

;

;
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married in
been a quiet, unassuming, but enterprising and useful citizen. He was
and
at that
Maryland,
of
native
a
Butt,
Samuel
of
daughter
Butt,
Annie
1838 to
(now Mrs.
time 'a resident of Darke County they have nine children— Isabel
Margaret,
Jerry Runkle), Mary A. (now Mrs. Joseph Ray), David, Rufus, Franklin,
Eliza, Joseph and Harriet.
AARON A. IRELAN, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 6; P. 0. Hollandsburg
one of the substantial men of Darke Co.; was born in Preble Co., Ohio, Sept. 12,
1818 he is a son of Moses Irelan, who came from Cincinnati to Preble Co. at an
Aaron remained at
early day, and in 1831, settled in Butler Township, Darke Co.
walk five mdes to
to
having
education,
little
very
but
receiving
home until 1843,
"huckstering," which
get to the nearest school his first business for himself was
was marhe followed for a short time, then engaged in the dry-goods trade. He
one of
Tillson,
Isaiah
of
daughter
the
she
is
to Phebe Tillson Oct. 18, 1846
;

;

•

;

ried

;

After their marriage, he continued in the drythe pioneers of Harrison Township.
that that business did not suit him, and
satisfied,
became
he
1852
goods trade until
following two years, he
sold out and purchased a farm adjoining Hollandsburg the
changed around from one to another farm in the neighborhood in the spring of 1 864,
of land in Gerhe removed to the farm where he now resides he now has 100 acres
man Township, in a good state of cultivation, with good buildings, also 40 acres in
Monroe Co., Ind., besides the home farm, which consists of 290 acres this is
Hollandsburg, which
nicely located, and only about one-half mile from the town of
Branch of Whitewater
affords good school and church privileges; the Middle
;

;

;

;

;

stock, and
passes through the farm, affording excellent and abundant water for his
when he gets the house and other improvements, which it is his purpose to build,
the parents of
he will have a home of which they will justly feel proud. They are
German Townnine children, four of whom are living, viz.: Norman T., resides in
Mr. Irelan, though not among the oldest
rhip William D., Cora B. and Clara L.
and has been and now is a quite
Township,
Harrison
of
citizens, is an old resident
was a
prominent, active and useful citizen has administered several estates
afterward
and
years,
successive
ten
Trustees
of
Board
Township
the
of
member
years, and is now a
three years also Justice of the Peace for upward of fifteen
member of the Township Board of Education. Mr. Irelan is a self-made man,
of business by his experience while in the dry-goods
having
& gained a knowledge
benefit he derived from
trade, the knowledge and experience being about all the
himself in
that business, but it has enabled him by energy and industry to place
Township.
Harrison
of
the front rank among the farmers
•

;

;

;

New Madison.
farmer P. 0. New Madison was born Jan. 4, 1809,
his marriage with Eliza Harin Butler Co., Ohio; remained with his parents until
to Preble Co., and purcrader, which occurred Oct. 5, 1835, after which he removed
death occurring there
wife's
his
years,
forty
over
lived
chased a farm, where he
now living,
Oct 5 1845 they were the parents of six children, five of whom are
Brown, of
William
Mrs.
now
Sara
J.,
McClure
David
Mrs.
now
Martha' A.,
viz
of Kokomo,
Preble Co Eliza, now Mrs. John K. McCabe Maria, now Mrs. Shuman,
name of
Ind and Emeline, now Mrs. William Cheeseman, of Butler Co., Ohio the
to Mrs.
married
was
Kyle
Mr.
1846,
August
25,
Catharine.
the deceased was
whom are
Maria (Hunter) Williams thev are the parents of five children, three of
William J., both of Preble Co.,
livino- viz.- Margaret A., now Mrs. Henry Miller, and

LUCINDA JAQUA,

retired,

THOMAS KYLE, retired

;

;

;

•

;

;

;

;

;

of^Butler Township the deceased are Elizabeth, Ellen and Laura B.
in
well along in years, has been an active citizen and succeeded
his children libhelping
after
owns,
now
and
property,
considerable
accumulating
acres in Preble Co., all in a
erally 165 acres of land in Butler Township, and 240
comfortacrood state of cultivation, also 249 acres in Cass Co., Mo., and the neat,
of
remainder
spend
the
to
expect
they
which
in
Madison,
ble residence in New

and John

F.,

Mr

now

Kvle,

;

their days.

RILE LAWRENCE,

farmer, Sec. 25

;

P. O.

New

Madison.
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A. A. LOWDENSLAGER, farmer, Sec.
DANIEL MILLER, farmer, Sec. 25; P.

8
O.

;

P. 0. Hollandsburg.

New Madison was

born in Preble
1829 son of Geo. C. and Elizabeth Miller, who came to Darke
Co. in 1831, settling on the farm the son now owns, and which, at that time, was a
wilderness, the family stopping with a neighbor until a cabin could be built. Here
the subject of this sketch was reared, attending school in the log schoolhouse y
when there was a school, and when he could not help at home. Oct. 15, 1871,
he was married to Rebecca, daughter of Rile Lawrence, who was one of the early
settlers of Harrison Township.
They commenced housekeeping in his father's old
house, and although the old log cabin still forms a part of their present house, the
old homestead has been very much changed, and Mr. Miller intends soon to erect
a fine residence upon the old site he has added to the old homestead, and now
owns upward of 330 acres, 116 being in Butler Township and 48 in Sec. 24, Harrison Township.
Although not specially active, Mr. Miller is a stanch Republican, and has always taken an interest in the public good.
JOHN W. MILLS, farmer P. 0. New Madison a son of Mark T., and
grandson of, James Mills. James Mills was a native of New Jersy married Sarah
Read, after which he resided in Pennsylvania came to Butler Co., Ohio, in 1802;
was an officer of militia in the war of 1812. The siege of Ft. Meigs was one of
the engagements in which he and his son, Mark T., then a lad of 17, partook. He
removed to Darke Co. in 1816 and located in Butler Township, where he resided
until 1833, when he removed to Ft. Jefferson, and died there the same 3'ear of
cholera.
During his life he was quite a prominent man, an active politician, represented his district in the Legislature.
Mark T. was a young man when his
father moved into the woods of Darke Co., in 1816
was married here to Lydia
Burdg in 1821 she was the daughter of Anthony and Sarah (Vale) Burdg, who
were early residents of Neave Township after his marriage, he resided in Butler
Township, on what is now known as the Swisher farm. He was also a representative of this district in the State Legislature, holding the office two terms, his first
being in 1829
he was also Sheriff of Darke Co., after which he resided in Neave
Township a short time, then removed to Washington Township located about
four miles west of Greenville, where his death occurred March 20, 1843.
The
widow is now in the 81st year of her age is the wife of Henry Hutton, who was
among the first settlers near Ft. Black, in 1817. The}* now reside in New Paris.
John W. Mills was born in Greenville Oct. 14, 1825, his father at that time being
Sheriff of Darke Co.
He was married in 1848 to Melinda, daughter of John and
Elizabeth Rush.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Mills are natives of Darke Co. They have
four children
three sons and one daughter.
GEORGE N. NOGGLE, Mayor and Justice of the Peace P. 0. New Madison.
The subject of this sketch is a member of a pioneer family he is a son of John
Noggle, a native of Ohio, who came with his parents from Fairfield Co. to Darke
Co. about 1816, and at the age of 22 entered 80 acres of land in Butler Township,
cleared and improved the same, owned and farmed different tracts in this county
until, by his energy and industry, he owned upward of 300 acres of well-improved
land, which he divided to his children, and in 1870 removed to New Madison,
where both he and his wife died his decease occurred July 9, 1870 hers in
February, 1875
his wife's maiden name was Elizabeth Drulinger
she was born
in North Carolina, and came with her parents to Darke Co. at an early day.
Geo.
N. Noggle was born in Butler Township Oct. 3, 1847.
He lived with his parents
until their death
after he was grown up his occupation varied, sometimes farming, teaching, and sometimes clerking, until 1866, when he engaged in the grocery
and provision trade in New Madison was elected Justice of the Peace in 1876,
which office he still holds, having been re-elected in 1879. Mr. Noggle also holds
the office of Mayor.
He was married Jan. 5, 1871, to Sally Wagoner, an accomplished young lady of New Paris, Preble Co.
Mr. and Mrs. Noggle are respected
and useful members of society.
Co., Ohio,

Nov.

19,

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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MICHAEL NOGGLE, farmer, Sec. 3 P. 0. New Madison one of the old resiHis parents
dents of Darke Co., having been born in Neave Township Jan. 11,1819.
;

;

in
Co. in 1812, moved to Darke Co. in 1816 first settling
the subNeave Township, and afterward on Sec. 15, Harrison Township, where
until after the deatb of his
ject of this sketch was reared, married, and lived
she was born in Harrison
Mote
Mary
to
married
was
Jan. 16, 1840, he
parents.
came
Township June 14, 1821, her parents, Jonathan and Susanna (Kistler) Mote,
comNoggle
Mrs.
and
Mr.
1816.
about
Township
Harrison
in
settled
to Ohio and
built
menced life on his father's farm in a cabin with a mud chimney, which he
built a cabin and
afterward made a purchase of some land in Wabash Township,
on him to
prevailed
farming,
quit
to
desiring
father,
his
made a small clearing but
His father
death.
return to the old place, his parents living with him until their
After a residence
died at the age of 78 his mother lived to be 87 years of age.
were made and some
of about seventeen years here, in which many improvements
Sec. 11, which thenadditions to the farm, they sold out, and purchased the farm in
in
Sec. 3, where they
farm
the
purchased
afterward
and
son George now owns,
now reside. They have endured many hardships, which would have disheartened
many interesting incidents
less courageous or less resolute people, and can relate
Co. they
connected with the early settlement and growth of civilization in Darke
advanced
have from a commencement in a log cabin without means or education,
land and
money,
in
than
$20,000
more
divided
having
after
now
steadilv until
acres of choice
other property between his children, Mr. Noggle still owns 113
community and a
land in Sec. 3, with improvements which are an ornament to the
where his
house,
the
Inside
family.
and
credit and satisfaction to himself
Mr.
matronly wife presides, is peace and plenty, served with love and prudence.
Phoebe
J., Alfred, Ephraim,
children—
seven
of
parents
the
are
and Mrs. Noggle
George M., David, Susanna and Jonathan the first and last are dead.

first settled in Fairfield

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

NORTHROP, farmer, Sec. 13 P. O. New Madison.
C W M OTWELL, M. D., phvsician, New Madison,
A. L.

;

Ohio

;

was born

in

was
Williamsburg, Wayne Co., Ind., March 4, 1837, the day Martin Van Buren
Otwell, M^D.,
Curtis
of
son
a
is
he
States
United
of
the
President
inaugurated
Ohio
whose biography appears in this work when 15 years of age, he entered the
Wesleyan University at Delaware after a four years' course there, he commenced
three years later, he
the study of medicine in his father's office in Greenville
Ann Arbor,
attended a course of lectures at the State University of Michigan, at
of
the rebellion.
breaking-out
the
before
time
short
a
Greenville
to
and returned
When the call was made for troops, he enlisted in the 11th O. V. I., as a private,
the end
but received almost immediate promotion in the medical department at
as a
again
enlisted
soon
but
Greenville,
to
returned
term
he
of the three months'
Steward, and continued
private, and was again promoted, this time to Hospital
the time, until the
such, although doing the work of Assistant Surgeon most of
and brother
father
his
Greenville
to
returned
expiration of his term, when he
Otwell &
having <r ne into the service, he took charge of the office and practice of
practice
began
then
he
1867
July,
until
Greenville
at
practicing
Son he°continued
to New
alone at Otwell's Mills; in^October of the following year he returned
now doing
Madison, where he has since resided and enjoyed a large practice, and is
a necessity to the citihis share of business, having become a fixture and almost
she
zens of that vicinity. He was married July 14, 1867, to Sarah A. Hecker
of
Hecker
Jacob
of
daughter
the
is
1838;
Feb.
16,
Pennsylvania
in
born
was
Neave Township, and was 12 years of age when her parents came to Darke Co.;
soon supported
beincr one of a large family, she studiouslv improved her mind and
children—
three
have
They
teaching.
by
family
the
support
helped
herself and
Luella, Jerold A. and Curtis W.
WILLIAM POLLY, retired farmer, Sec. 7 P. 0. Hollandsburg, Ohio. An
was born in Butler Co., Ohio, Jan. 15, 1807
old resident of Harrison Township
;

;

;

;

;

;

•

;

;

.

;

;

;

son of William Polly, who came to Harrison Township in 1818, and settled a

little
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south of where the son now resides remained on the place until his death, which
occurred in 1846 or 1847 only two of his children became permanent residents
of Darke County, viz.: William, who is the subject of this sketch, and an older
William was married July 13, 1829, to Miss Edee, daughter of Elihu
brother.
Harland, a pioneer who settled just over the line in Indiana soon after their marshe died here Dec. 13,
riage he purchased the farm upon which he now resides
Annie (now Mrs. J. Gift, of Union City.
1832, having borne him two children
March 22, 1835, he was again married, to Mary
Ind.), and Betsy, deceased.
Immel, a native of Pennsylvania, who was born April 24, 1815; they are the
parents of the following children, viz.: Elihu, who now resides about one-half mile
Catharine, now
south of his father, and is a substantial and respected citizen
Henry V., who now resides near Union City, Ind.; Priscilla r
Mrs. A. J. Moore
deceased; Joseph W., now a teacher in Portland, Ind.; Jacob B., now Superintendent of the Public School at Versailles James M. resides with his father and
has charge of the farm Hannah, deceased, and Emma, now Mrs. James DownMr. Polly came to Darke Co. when but 11 years of
ing, of Randolph Co., Ind.
age, and has been a continuous resident of the same for upward of sixty years,
and during all this time has been a contributer toward the improvement of the
both he and his wife have been
count}- materially, intellectually and morally
consistent and active members of the Disciple Church from their youth, and each
of their children are members of one branch of the Christian church his son-inhe was born in Wayne Co., Ind., Dec.
law, A. J. Moore and wife, reside in Sec. 8
they are the
16, 1831, and was married to Miss Catharine Polly Feb. 20, 1859
parents of six children.
Mr. Moore and wife are both worth} members of the
Christian Church
he is one of the Deacons of the Church at Hollansburg.
Thus it will be seen that Mr. Polly has raised a large family, all of whom, now
living, are useful members of society.
Although now in his 73d year, and
having suffered the extirpation of his left eye last May, he is enjoying very good
health, and is an intelligent, agreeable Christian gentleman, and a respected citizen.
DAVID PUTERBAUGH, farmer, Sec. 7 P. 0. New Madison a son of
Abraham Puterbaugh, an old settler of German Township the subject of this
sketch was born in German Township Sept. 8, 1851
remained at home with his
parents, receiving such education as the common-schools afforded, until Oct. 26,
1872.
He was married to Margaret Mackey she was born in Jay Co., Ind,
March 15, 1851 after his marriage, he rented a house and a part of his fathers
farm, where they remained until the spring of 1 878
they then removed to the
farm where they now live the}' have four children, viz., Mary E., Martha J.,
George D. A. and Harvey C. Mr. Puterbaugh, though a young man, is a lifetimeresident of Darke Co., and will probably remain a resident of Butler Township.
;

;

;

—

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

7

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

DANIEL REIGLE (retired) P. O. New Madison was born in Berks Co.,
Penn., July 3, 1805
remained with his parents on a farm until of age, having
almost no educational advantages when about 14 years old, he commenced to
wagon from Hamburg to Philadelphia, Penn. when of age, he commenced for
himself by hiring to a collier he soon became " boss collier," and continued in this
business in different parts of Pennsylvania until 1831, when he removed to Belmont Co., Ohio, where he leased a piece of ground, and commenced raising
tobacco in 1833, he removed to Fairfield Co. here he purchased 55 acres of
land, and resumed the culture of tobacco
in 1839, he went to Adams Co., Ind.
where he purchased 800 acres of land, but the country was so wild and backward
about settling up that he could not content himself, and, leaving his land, he
returned to Ohio in February, 1841, he purchased 164 acres of land in Butler
Township, for $800, which he improved, and in 1868, sold for $10,000 in 1863, he
purchased 6 acres in New Madison, upon which he built, and removed there the
following year, where he has since lived, enjoying in a quiet way the benefits of
his quite large accumulations, all of which he came to by his own exertions,
having, when he crossed the Ohio River (to use his own expression), " Thirty-five
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

;

;
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Mr. Reigle was commis-

dollars in money, one wife, two guns and one dog."
ninety-four votes, and re-elected
sioner of Darke Co for two terms, being elected by
built during his commissionerwas
Infirmary
County
the
hundred
by over three
He was married to Sarah Bitler, in Pennsylvania, in 1827 they had ten
ship
Catharine A. (now Mrs.
children four of whom are living— Samuel B., Daniel,
;

;

Mary E.,
Humbert) and Sarah A. the names of the deceased are, George,
death occurred
Rebecca A Charles A., Solomon and Joseph W. S. Mrs. Reigle's
His marriage with Mrs. Lydia A. Simpson-Burr
in New Madison, June 28, 1872.
is the mother
was celebrated in Eaton, Ohio, Dec. 19, 1872 Lydia Simpson-Burr
living m Preble Co
of two children— William S. (deceased), and Orlando, now
late
ALMIRA (LAWRENCE) ROBERTS, New Madison; widow of the
Roberts
Samuel R Roberts, whose decease occurred Oct. 28, 1874 Mr. and Mrs.
their marwere born in Darke County— he Feb. 28, 1827, and she Dec. 19, 1827
they
after,
soon
and
1854,
Dec.
28,
Township
riage was celebrated in Harrison
live
commenced housekeeping in the house in which the widow and family now
few years became sole
he owned an interest in the steam saw-mill, of which he in a
before his death, it
proprietor and continued to own and operate until, a short time
time, the shock was too much
the
at
sick
very
being
he
buined
was
and
fire
took
Mr. Roberts was a quiet and
for his weakened nerves, and he never recovered
esteem of all he left
substantial citizen, specially kind to his family, and won the
children— Eldora (now Mrs. Charles B. Whitley), Luanna and
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

a family of three
Jennie M. the two latter are still at home with their mother.
SOLOMON ROYER, farmer P. O. New Madison.
CLINTON RUSH, proprietor City Hotel and Livery Stable, New Madison
Rush, who was
was born in Harrison Township Oct. 30, 1831 he is a son of John
his parents in
with
resided
Rush
Mr.
County
Darke
of
settlers
one of the early
Butler Township,
Harrison Township until 1855, when he purchased a farm in
Harrison Township
where he lived the following four years he then removed to
for nine years, then
remained
he
homestead,
old
the
having purchased a part of
he resided six years, then
sold out and again purchased in Butler Township, where
purchased the
removed to Gennan Township, where he lived three years, when he
Mr.
satisfactory business
City Hotel property, where he now lives, doing a very
Township, and
held the office of Justice of the Peace six years in Butler
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Rush

to Rebecca J., daughter
three years in Harrison; he was married Feb. 22, 1855,
of four children— John F.,
of John Tittle, of Preble County they are the parents
Mary E. and Charles A., the second and last being deceased.
Rachel
EMILY (LAWRENCE) SNODGRASS, New Madison daughter of Rile
Joseph G.
Lawrence an old settler of Harrison Township, and widow of the late
in Darke
born
was
she
1830
March
County
7,
Preble
in
Snodgrass, who was born
at the home of her parents
they were married July 27,
;

A

;

;

County July

6,

1835

,

;

about one year, they removed
in Harrison Township after living in Preble County
occurring here Dec.
decease,
his
since
ever
to New Madison, where she has lived
a
Madison, Mr. Snodgrass engaged
New
to
coming
after
immediately
1877
6,
identibecame
thus
and
proprietor,
and
owner
became
soon
tannery, 'of which he
places
business interests of the town, and was soon called upon to fill
;

m

;

with the
of the town, holding
of public trust, being elected Justice of the Peace and Mayor
the expiration
before
occurring
decease
his
terms,
the latter office two "successive
he was the father of three children— Olive M., Mary M. and
of the last term
he having left
Eliza R., all of whom are now living with their widowed mother,
answered
them in comfortable circumstances. Mr. Snodgrass was one of those who
I., and was made Captain
to the call of his country he enlisted in the 110th 0. V.
surrender was in several
of Co. H, in which capacity he served until the final
exchanged and
engagements, once wounded and once taken prisoner, but was soon
to private hie on
return
his
after
company
his
of
command
the
to
returned
his left eye-ball
account of a cancer, he was obliged to suffer the extirpation of

fied

;

1

;

;

;

about six months previous to his death.
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farmer, Sec. 16; P. 0. New Madison.
farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 13; P. 0. New Madison
one of those who, although left alone in the world, has nevertheless become a
substantial citizen
was born in Connecticut Jan. 29, 1812 his father died when
he was in his infancy, and his mother emigrated to Ohio when he was about
3
years of age, leaving him with his grandfather, where he remained until 15
years
old
he then struck out for himself, commencing by learning the comb-maker's
trade, at which he afterward worked in New York City and Cincinnati,
Ohio he
came to New Madison in the fall of 1837, and commenced wagoning from here to
Cincinnati
he continued to wagon most of the time until the iron horse supplanted him during this time, he also kept " public house " in New
Madison
one year he had been economical, and wisely invested his savings in a piece
of
land, and, when wagoning no longer paid, he removed to his farm,
and has continued farming ever since, owning different tracts of land, and of late
giving considerable attention to stock-raising.
Mr. Stephens now owns several houses and
lots in New Madison, and 80 acres of land adjoining the corporation,
upon which
he now resides. He was married in Cincinnati to Amy Miles Oct. 6,' 1833
they
are the parents of five children, three of whom are now living,
viz. William
Minerva, now Mrs. David Price, of Montgomery Co., and Alfred the two'
deceased
are Augustus and George.
L.

STEPHENS,

B.

•

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

JESSE SWISHER,

P. 0. New Madison
was born in Preble Co.,
William Swisher, was a native of Pennsylvania]
Co. at an early day
Jesse remained at home durino- his
minority having very little opportunity to attend school when about
23 years
of age, he purchased a quarter-section of land in Preble Co. Was
united in marriage with Rachael Paddock June 2, 1831
she was also born in Preble Co they
commenced life together on his farm, where they continued to reside until 1838
they removed to Union Co.. Ind., where he purchased a farm on the
Whitewater
here they remained about twelve years, then returned to Preble
Co., Ohio, and
purchased about 900 acres of land, and went into stock-raising on a lar«-e
scale
this he continued till 1867, when he sold out and removed
to°New Madison and
engaged in the dry-goods business, at the same time buying grain and ho^s
which
he continued until 1875, when he retired, his son, Robert Swisher,
bein^h'is successor.
Mr. Swisher, while a very active citizen, has also been a very quiet,
unassuming man, a good manager, and quite successful, whether as a farmer
stockraiser, or merchant.
Has raised a large family, and started each liberally' and is
still in possession of abundant means for himself.
Mr. and Mrs. Swisher are the
parents of ten children, all of whom lived to grow to manhood and
womanhood
eight of them are still living, viz., Henry, Robert. William,
Samuel, Minerva now
Mrs. McQmnney, of Preble Co.; Cyntha, now Mrs. George Scarce;
Sarah E now
Mrs. Templeton, of Preble Co.; Samantha. now Mrs. L. R. Kelly,
of Richmond Ind
and Angeline, now Mrs. William Carney, of Shelby Co., Ind.; the names
of the
deceased are Annie (Swisher) McQuinney and William.
C
ERT SWISHER grai n and stock-dealer, New Madison was born in
-o
^P J?
Preble Co., Dec. 21, 1845 he came to New Madison when
23 years of a»e and
engaged in the dry-goods trade, also buying grain in 1877. he sold his
interest in
the dry-goods trade and has since devoted his entire
attention to the grain and
stock business.
Mr. Swisher was married to Miranda Banks at the home
of her
mother in Richmond Ind, April 6, 1869. They have four children—
Cora Olive
Viola and Warren, the first being deceased.
Mr. Swisher, although a young man'
has already become one of the business men of New Madison.
J H TH0M VS dentist New Madison the subject of this sketch is
the son
p t TT m.
i
Of J. 11. lhomas, M. I)., who was a graduate of the
Eclectic Medical Institute of
Cincinnati, and came from Oxford, Ohio, to Darke Co, in
1843, and practiced in
this county most of the time for thirty-three years
he was somewhat of a rover
but practiced at New Madison for fifteen successive years durino-

March 2, 1807
but came to Preble
Ohio,

;

retired

;

;

his father,

;

,

;

;

;

'

'

3

;

;

;

"

>

;

;

his first resi-
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dence, and five years each at two other periods. His decease occurred at Palestine
he received the benefit
J. H. was born in New Madison in 1851
Oct. 25, 1876.
of such educational advantages as the common-school afforded during his youth, he
worked on a farm by the month in summer, and attended school in winter until
19 yeai*s of age, the last summer being spent in Michigan in the fall of 1870. he
began to learn dentistry, at which he has been engaged ever since he has worked
in Bradford Junction, Covington, Miami Co., Winchester, Ind., Gabon. Decatur
and Buchanan, Mich.; at some of these places he had an office, and at others
:

;

;

;

worked for more experienced dentists, which has given him advantages enjoyed
by but few dentists of his age he resumed dentistry in New Madison in 1 877,
afterward bought his uncle
first working by the piece for his uncle S. A. Thomas
out and located permanently after seven years of practice and diversified experience, is gradually building up a good business unlike most young men operating
;

;

;

;

in the country towns, he has experience in his work, as well as knowledge of
material, and where to get his supplies so as to secure the best at the lowest possible price he is thus prepared to do first-class work at prices which are inadequate
for the more aristocratic city dentists.
THOMAS, farmer, P. 0. New Madison resides on Sec. 23. The
;

WILLIAM

;

Township would be incomplete without a sketch of the Thomas
William is a son of Jonathan Thomas, who was one of a family of thirteen
family
children, all of whom grew to manhood and womanhood, and all but one were
he was born in Pennsylvania, Oct. 8, 1792, raised
married and raised a family
in Virginia, and came to Darke Co. in 1816, '-entered" one-fourth of Sec. 24,
historj7 of Harrison
;

;

Harrison Township, in connection with his brother Solomon, who is now a resident
of Preble Co., and 90 years of age. Jonathan was married to Agnes McClure
she was born in Kentucky Dec. 23, 1800, and came to Darke Co.
Sept. 9, 1819
with her parents, who were the first settlers of Harrison Township about a year
after their marriage, they removed to Sec. 23, the place where William now lives
William was born, raised, and now lives on the old homestead his birth occurred
March 30, 1830 he was married to Julia Brodrick Feb. 26. 1852 she was born
her parents settled in Harrison Township in 1822
in Darke Co. April 7, 1834
soon after their marriage, they commenced life on a farm in Sec. 22, where they
lived about 14 years, then purchased and removed to the old homestead, where
they have lived ever since the farm consists of 239 acres, in a good state of culMr. Thomas is a self-made man, and has contivation, with fine improvements.
tributed his share to the substantial growth and improvement of Harrison Townin politics, is a Republican.
ship
is a quiet, unassuming man, respected by all
His father, who is now 87 years of age, and quite feeble, has his home with and
is cared for by, William and his kind-hearted wife, his mother having died Sept. 24,
1877, at his sister's; Mr. and Mrs. Thomas are the parents of seven children,
five of whom are now living, viz.: Florence A., now Mrs. Thomas Eubanks, of New
all except the oldest,
Madison Roscoe E., Willie L., Oliver H. and Frank E.
the names of the deceased are Horace W. and Eugene E.
are at home
NEHEMIAH TOWNSEND, merchant, New Madison the subject of this
sketch, now a successful merchant of New Madison, was born in Pike Co., Ohio,
in 1844, he
July 4, 1828 his father died when he was but 13 years of age
removed with his mother, one brother and three sisters, to Greenfield, Highland
in 1849, they removed to Centerville,
Co., Ohio, where they resided several years
Wayne Co., Ind., and in 1851 he removed to New Westville. Preble Co., Ohio,
where he remained until the fall of 1858, when he came to New Madison, and has
Mr. Townsend's life has been somewhat checkered, and
resided here ever since.
he learned the tailor's trade when a boy and
yet, on the whole, quite successful
continued to work at it until after his marriage with Miss Sarah A. Bowen, which
after his marriage, he engaged in merchandising, first in
occurred Oct. 11, 1852
Preble Co., and when he came to New Madison he started a general merchandise
store, which he is still conducting with gratifying success.
He is a quiet and
;
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Mr. and Mrs. Townrespected citizen, an intelligent and agreeable gentleman.
Ella V., Ida M. and
send are the parents of six children, three are living, viz.
the names of the deceased are Sarah E., Mary A. and Charles 0.
Will A.
the
three living are all at home.
M. WALKER, deceased; the oldest of the Walker brothers,
was born in Maryland Feb. 26, 1815 his parents came to Darke Co. when he
was 15 years of age; settled first in Butler Township and afterward in Harrison, on the farm Edward afterward owned, and where he and his father and
mother all died, and his widow now resides his father's death occurred Jan.
5, 1840, and he then took charge of the farm and managed the business affairs of
May 29, 1844. he was married to Isabella C. Miller, after which they
the family.
took charge of the house, and his mother and younger brothers and sisters lived
with them. His mother's death occurred Nov. 26, 1857. Edward M. and IsaJoseph C, born June 29, 1845;
bella C. Walker were the parents of eight children
Margaret, born, Sept. 4, 1847, married to A. Gr. Trace, Dec.
died Nov. 24, 1860
26, 1872, died Sept.' 17, 1873 Hannah R., born Nov. 30, 1849, died April 20, 1874
Nancy J., born Feb. 12, 1852 Daniel, born March 26, 1854, died Sept. 28, 1855
John B. W., born July 1, 1856, died Nov. 25, 1860 Thos. M. born Dec. 26, 1858,
and Isabella C, born June 17, 1861. Mrs. Walker died June 26, 1861. Jan. 4,
1866, Mr. Walker was married to Miss Margaret Cameron, also a native of Maryland, born March 4, 1 831 she alwa}'s lived in Baltimore previous to her marriage but
visited friends in Darke Co. at different times, and became acquainted with Mr.
Walker and married him. The} had a son, born March 17, 1867. Mr. Walker
was a stirring, energetic man, and, in connection with his brothers, Christopher
and Daniel, dealt quite extensively in hogs, shipping many thousands to the Eastern markets during the war period.
In politics, he was a lifelong Democrat, and
a man of considerable political influence was twice elected to represent his county
in the State Legislature.
When the war broke out, he took an active part in raising volunteers.
In 1870, the old home was burned, and in the following 3 ear he
built a handsome residence on the old site, where his widow and surviving children now reside. His death occurred Dec. 2, 1879. Mrs. Walker is an intelligent, social lady, and feels deeply the loss of her lamented husband.
DANIEL WALKER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 33 P. 0. Wiley Station ;
was born in Baltimore Co., Md., Nov. 20, 1817 son of Christopher and Hannah
Walker, who came to Darke Co., settling first in Butler Township and
afterward in Harrison, where their decease occurred his in 1840, and hers in 1857.
The subject of this sketch remained at home until 1842, when he was married to
Miss Nancy, daughter of Elam and Mary Purviance; she was born in Preble
Co. Dec. 4, 1818 they first settled in Preble Co., and after twelve years' residence sold out and purchased and removed to the farm on which they now reside.
Mr. Walker has made and lost a large amount of money during his residence here,
:

;

;
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—

:

;

;

;

;

7

;

r

;

;

—
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having dealt quite extensively, for several seasons, in hogs. He now owns 160
acres in Sec. 34
also one tract of 50 acres, and one of 57, in Preble Co.,
besides the home place, which consists of 257 acres of excellent land, finely improved,
;

his house and yard being a model for neatness and beauty.
He is also a stockholder of the Farmers' National Bank of Greenville.
CHRISTOPHER C. WALKER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 23 P. 0. New
Madison. Of the successful farmers of Harrison Township. Mr. C. C. Walker is
probably the most extensive stock-raiser he makes a specialty of fine cattle and
Poland-China hogs he was born in Baltimore County, Md., Aug. 23, 1829, and
brought to Darke County by his parents, Christopher and Hannah (Marshall)
Walker
they first settled in Butler Township
he l-emained at home until
after he became 21 years of age, receiving sueh an education as an attendance
of two to three months in the year at the common schools of that day would afford
in 1851, he entered as equal partner in a store at Braff'ettsville, and soon afterward
his brother Daniel purchased the other hall', and they continued the business
;

;

;

;

;

;
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together about seven years.
Jan. 27, 1854. he was united in marriage with Miss
Mary C, daughter of Thomas C. and Nancy Brawley, natives of Virginia and
pioneers of Darke County Miss Mary was boi n in Harrison Township Oct. 20,
1834 they first kept house in Braffettsville in 1858, Mr. Walker became dissatisfied with his store experience, sold out the store, and they removed to a farm
near Braffettsville in 1862, he purchased and they removed to the farm upon
which the}r now reside from 1862 to 1866, he was engaged with his brothers Edwin
and Daniel in buying and shipping hogs, but the decline in price caused them to
lose heavily, and they abandoned it, and he has since devoted himself to farming
and raising stock, the latter being a specialty during the last year, he has erected
a fine barn, 60x48 feet, with an L 54x40 feet, the whole conveniently arranged for
the accommodation of stock this barn needs only to be seen to be appreciated
it is the best the writer ever saw on a farm.
Mr. and Mrs. Walker are the parents
of nine children, viz. Nellie, born April 29, 1855 Lon C, Feb. 27, 1857
Minnie,
Douglas, May 21, 1860 Thomas O, Jan. 20, 1862, died Aug. 7,
Oct. 28, 1858
1862 Harry G., born June 29, 1863 Nancy, April 17, 1865 a daughter born Dec.
15 and died Dec. 29, 1867 and Mary, born Dec. 6, 1868.
Their family, with two
exceptions are grown to manhood and womanhood, and are still under the paternal
roof.
Mr. Walker now owns 75 acres in Preble County and 150 in Harrison
Township, besides the home farm of 400 acres his residence is situated on an eminence bordering the beautiful little valley of East Fork, a branch of the Whitewater River this branch runs through a portion of the farm and aifords excellent
and abundant water for his stock. Mr. and Mrs. Walker are sociable, agreeable
people, and highly respectable citizens.
JACOB WALKER, farmer, Sec. 15 P. 0. New Madison.
MBS. JANE WHITE, proprietress of hotel P. O. Hollandsburg was born
near Hollandsburg March 6, 1832 is the daughter of James Stewart, who is now a
resident of Wayne Co., Ind her mother's death occurred when Jane was but
14 years of age has always been a resident of Darke Co. Was married to
Benjamin S. Tillson Sept. 16, 1849 his decease occurred March 6, 1864
they were the parents of two children, viz.
Rebecca A., born March 6,
1851, now living with her mother, and Laura A., born March 26, 1853,
married to J. R. Hill Nov. 2, 1872, and died Sept. 24, 1875. Mrs. Tillson
was married to John White June 10, 1866
his death occurred March 8,
1870, in the same residence in which Mr. Tillson's death occurred six years
previous.
They had one child, viz. Vandalia, born Aug. 12, 1867 now resides
with his mother. Mrs. White remained at the old homestead until December
1873, when she purchased a residence in and removed to Hollandsburg, where
she engaged in millinery a short time afterward converted her residence into a
hotel, which she is now conducting with reasonable success.
Mrs. White is a very
intelligent lady and possesses considerable business ability.
JAMES M. WILLIAMS, M. D., physician, Hollandsburg, Ohio. Among
the successful physicians of Harrison Township is Dr. Williams.
He was
born in Virginia Dec. 11, 1842 was brought to Montgomery Co., Ohio, by his
parents in the year 1847, and grew to manhood there, receiving a good commonschool education when 18 years of age, he began teaching, and soon after to
read medicine afterward attended lectures and graduated at the Eclectic Medical
Institute at Cincinnati May 21, 1869, and immediately began practice
he first
practiced in Palestine, German Township; in January, 1871, he removed to Hollandsburg, where he has since continued the practice of his profession. Dr. Williams
is entitled to the appellation of a self-made man, haviug earned by teaching the means
to secure his medical education he started in practice with nothing but his knowledge, skill and industry to rely upon, and has persevered under difficulties until he
now has a very satisfactory and constantly growing practice. His marriage with
Harriet E. Renner, of Preble Co.. was solemnized March 3, 1864 she was born
in Preble Co. Sept. 3, 1846.
They are the parents of five children, four of whom
-
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Gladus A., Samuel R., Win. C. and Liston V. the name of
are now living, viz.
the deceased was Lucilla G.
WORCH, merchant tailor, New Madison one of the old, reliable,
was born in Schlierbach, Germany, in
substantial business men of New Madison
came to America in 1842 landing at New York, he started West by boat
1821
when about eleven miles from Columbus, Ohio, his money being exhausted, he
was compelled to leave the boat he made his way the best he could to Dayton,
where his genial ways and perseverance soon won friends and secured employment
after a stay of about twelve years in Dayton, during which he had acquired a knowledge of business, and also become able to transact business in either English,
German or Hebrew, and acquired a reputation for industry and integrity, which
he has never lost, and which has been of great service to him during the years in
which he has been engaged in business, he came to New Madison in 1853 began
the merchant tailoring business in 1854, and has continued in it ever since, having
a growing and profitable trade he now has a good stock of clothing and gents'
furnishing goods, notions, etc., and is still an active, wide-awake business man
he
was prominent in organizing the Reformed Church here, and is still an active supA review of his life is not out of place here Starting in
porter of the Gospel.
in twelve
this country a "raw Dutchman" without experience, money or friends
years, he had gained such a knowledge of language and business, and such a reputation for industry and integrity, that a well-known firm in Cincinnati offered without solicitation to sell him any amount of goods he needed, and allow him to pay
The letter in which this offer was made was written in Gerfor them when sold.
man, and has been preserved by him, and he now feels a just pride in showing it
From this start, secured by his active and persevering efforts while in
to friends.
the employ of others, he has gradually risen to a prominent business man, at the
same time developing a character as a merchant and Christian citizen which is as
he now occupies the corner which was owned and
creditable as it is honorable
occupied by that most excellent pioneer citizen, Ernestus Putman, the founder, and
Mr. Worch has been twice married.
in its early day, the fosterer of New Madison.
His marriage with Petronella Frederick was celebrated in Dayton, July 1, 1846
she was also a native of Germany, born in Dittlesheim, Canton of Worms, in 1824
she was a consistent Christian
her death occurred in New Madison, in 1874
woman, a kind mother and an affectionate wife they had seven sons, four are now
Franklin H., now a resident of Cincinnati Charles D., a telegraph
living, viz.
operator Lewis A., now learning the trade of jeweler in Richmond, Ind., and Philip
The marriage of Mr. Worch and Mrs. Sarah
F., who assists his father in the store.
(Wagner) Bowman, was celebrated Jan. 22, 1880 she is the daughter of William
Wagner, of German Township, and was married to Jacob Bowman, whose death
occurred in 1873.
MICHAEL ZEECK, blacksmith and edged-tool manufacturer, New Madison.
One of the old residents of Harrison Township he is the son of Adam and Mary
(Shaffer) Zeeck, natives of Virginia
his grandfathers, on both the father's and
mother's side, came from Germany, and were soldiers in the Revolution the subject of this sketch was born in Wayne Co., Ind., Feb. 22, 1814 during his minority
he learned the blacksmith's trade of his father, who made a specialty of edge-tool
manufacturing; in 1835, he came to New Madison, opened a shop, and has lived
here ever since by industry and economy, he has succeeded in accumulating considerable property.
He was married Oct. 25, 1838, to Fanny, daughter of John
and Jane (IJ.dlard) Beard, who were early settlers of Butler Township she was
born Oct. 2, 1822 her death occurred in 1879, after a severe and protracted illness, dining which her husband devoted almost his entire time to her care and in
attention to her wants; Mr. and Mrs. Zeeck were the parents of eight children, six
of whom are living, viz., Mary J., Rebecca B., Sarah P., George A., Abigail L.
and John A.; the names of the deceased are Catherine E. and Nancy A. Mr.
Zeeck has taken quite an interest in the public affairs of his county, and has been
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somewhat prominent he has served as Commissioner two terms, and held town
or township offices, either one or both, almost constantly since he first became a
was one of the petitioners for the incorporation
citizen of New Madison, in 1835
of the town, and afterward served in nearly every one of the different town offices.
;

;

NEAVE TOWNSHIP.
NOAH ARNOLD,

farmer

P. 0. Jaysville

;

another of the few remaining

;

Darke Co. is the son of William Arnold, who was a brother of
Moses, and was born in South Carolina, and came to Darke Co. in 1816 entered
332 acres in Sees. 11 and 32, of Greenville Township, which he improved and
resided on for sixty years, and it is now the property of his children and still undivided.
The subject of this sketch was born in Warren Co. Feb. 6, 1816, about six
weeks before his parents came to Darke Co., and he has resided in this county
ever since he first entered it, living on the farm continuously until he was 23 years of
early settlers of

;

;

age

;

then tried merchandising a short time, but not being pleased with the business,

resumed farming, which he has continued ever since has been an enterprising and
useful citizen
was Justice of the Peace nine years, and has been a Notary
Public for the past twenty years
is still active in both public and private
enterprises
was one of the charter members of the Farmers' National Bank
has charge of
of Greenville, and is one of the present Board of Directors
his father's old homestead, besides superintending his own homestead, which
contains 240 acres in an advanced state of cultivation, with fine improvements he has acted on the maxim, " If a man would have a good home, let him
have a good wife, for it is certain he has both." He was married in 1839 to
Emily Stingley, daughter of George and Barbara Stingley, who were early settlers
of German Township her death occurred in 1848 they had four children Isaac
N., Mary J., Effie A. and George
Isaac was a soldier in the late war, and lost an
arm at Atlanta has been in the employment of the Treasury Department at Wash;
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—
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;

;

ington for several years Mary J. is now the wife of H. N. Arnold, of Greenville
Effie A. is now Mrs. L. E. Chenoweth, of Greenville, and George is married and a
resident of Nebraska.
Mr. Arnold was again married, April 11, 1850, to Martha
(Larimore-Banfield) Bierly, daughter of Hugh and Nancy (Martin) Larimore, who
came from Pennsylvania in 1817, and settled in the Arnold neighborhood, and are
now both deceased Martha was twice previously married her first husband. John
Banfield, was killed by a falling tree, while both wei-e passing through the woods
by a bridle-path during a storm she escaped unhurt, although the horse upon
which she was mounted was quite severely injured. Mr. and Mrs. Arnold have one
child
Margaret E., now Mrs. William H. II. McCool, railroad agent and merchant
;

;

;
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—

at Jaysville.

GEORGE

ARNOLD, retired farmer P. 0. Jaysville one of the oldest
he was born in South Carolina in 1800,
residents of Neave Township now living
and was eighty years of age on the 1st day of March his fathers name was Moses,
and he was a native of North Carolina, and a resident of South Carolina from the
time of the Revolution until 1807 was married there to Rachel Lynch, and
removed to Ohio, settling in Warren Co. in the fall of 1815 or spring of 1816, he
came to Darke Co., prospecting, and selected a quarter-section in Sec. 1 3, which he
entered, and in the fall of 1816, George, then a young lad, in company with his
;

;

;

;

;

;

brothers Aaron and David, and in company with their oldest sister Lydia, who
afterward became the wife of James Townsend, came to this land and erected
three cabins, one for the father and one for each of the two older boys, who were
both then manned this tract was divided between the father and two sons in
the following spring, the father and David removed their families into the cabins.
;

;
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and began the work of making a home in this then wilderness, there being no
house nearer than two miles, but plenty of Indians, and more wolves and bears
and a few panthers deer were then more plentiful and easier found than are squirrels
now
there was no road excepting the Milton road, via which they came,
it is difficult to imagine that
cutting their own road from that to their cabins
such was the condition of this section within the life of one generation, and very
few people have lived to see so great improvements as have been made within the
lifetime of this venerable resident.
George was married in Warren Co., Feb'. 26,
1820, to Mary Dines, daughter of Chambers and Millie (Cole) Dines she was born
in Kentucky Nov. 4, 1800, and her parents removed to Warren Co. when she was
Mr. and Mrs. George Arnold came to Dai-ke Co. soon after their
quite young.
marriage, and began life here in pioneer style they now reside in a brick dwelling, which stands in the same yard in which stood the cabin in which they first
kept house they having passed through the hardships, toils and privations of
pioneer life, and taken part in the improvements of the past half-century, during
the latter half of which there has been a remarkably rapid development and
improvement of the count}', both public and private.
They have raised a family
of five children, one son and four daughters, viz., Amelia (who is now Mrs.
Michael Floyd, and resides in Kansas), Lydia (who is now Mrs. Henry Houk, and
resides in Missouri), Rachel (now deceased, was Mrs. Jacob Shiverdecker, and
resided in Darke Co.), Mary (also deceased, was the wife of Samuel Schlechty).
John C. is the onby son was born in 1826, and grew to manhood here, during the
days of hard work and little education.
He was married in 1847, to Mary E..
daughter of William and Maria (Heath) Shepherd
her mother, now a widow,
Mr. J. C. Arnold, with the exception of about five
resides in Twin Township.
years, has always resided on the farm where he was born and now resides, and is
now an old resident of Darke Co. Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Arnold have a family of
nine children George W., Mary M., John H, Rachel J., Millie S., Winfield.
Amanda B., Martha and Charles M. His aged parents also reside with them,
and having served the world in their day and generation, now quietly await the call
:
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to the spirit land.
W. N.
farmer P. 0. Delisle. Another life resident of Darke Co.
is a son of Caleb, and grandson of Phillip Brown
Phillip was a native of Tennessee,
and married into a family by the name of Schleigar, and was one of the first settlers of this neighborhood
Caleb was then a boy after he grew up he married
Mary, daughter of Jacob and Sarah (Xeal) Miller, residents of Union Co., Ind
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Brown resided on an 80-acre tract in Sec. 36
he was a leading and useful citizen his house, which was a hewn-log structure, was considered
above the average, and was used for several years for church services he and his
wife both lived to be nearly 90 years of age
Mr. and Mrs. Caleb Brown resided on
an 80-acre tract in the same section adjoining his father's his death occurred
in 1876, he being 70 years of age
his widow, now about 70, lives with her son at
the old homestead.
The subject of this sketch was born in 1839, on the farm
where he now resides and has resided all his life he now has about 200 acres in
Sec. 36, including both the tracts owned by his father and grandfather
thus the
memories and labors of two generations past cluster around this homestead. Mr.
Brown was married in 1863, to Sarah Judy, daughter of David Judy her death
S7
occurred iu
Mr. Brown's marthey bad two children, one living. Frank.
riage with Miss Elnora Bell Byers, was celebrated Dec. 6, 1870.
W. S. DUNN, farmer; P. 0. Jaysville is the son of Isaac and Julia A.
native of Kentucky, and of French descent; she was
(McGrew) Dunn he was
of Irish descent, and a native of Virginia they were married in Butler Co.. Ohio,
and came to Darke Co. soon after the treaty of Fort Greenville, and were the first
Here
family that ventured into the wilderness west of Greenville after the war.
the subject of this sketch was born in 1817, and here he lived until he was 16
he remained with
years of age then his parents removed to Randolph Co., Ind.
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DAVID HEFFNER,

farmer P. 0. Weaver's Station a native of PennsylBerks Co. in 1817 his father was a farmer, but David was
made teamster as soon as he was old enough to hold the lines, and teamed, from the
time he was 15 years of age, seventeen years. Jacob Heffner came to Darke
David was then single, some called him a bachelor,
Co., with his family, in 1849
and came with the family they settled in Neave Township on the farm where
George D. Miller now resides. In 1850, David was united in marriage with Miss
Ann, daughter of Jonathan, and sister of John Niswonger, whose biography
appears in this work she was born in Pennsylvania, in 1822, and came with her
parents to Darke Co., in 1829, and grew to womanhood here, in the days when
vania,

was born

;

;

in

;

;

;

;

"Girls made no great show
In order to catch a beau,
But were learned to work tow,
Spin it and weave in row."

As a sample of woman's occupations in those days, Mrs. Heffner, while a girl at home,
spun 1,500 cuts of yarn and wove 300 yards of cloth, from spring to winter, besides
helping about the housework.
Mr. and Mrs. Heffner have resided in this township ever since they first began housekeeping came to their present place, just
north of Fort Jefferson, in 1872 they have two children, one son and one daughter
Jonathan and Sarah C, now Mrs. L. Wilt, of Butler Township.
JOHN KECKLER, farmer P. 0. Weaver's Station is a Buckeye by birth ;
was born in Fairfield Co. in 1826 was raised on a farm and learned the blacksmith's trade when grown, and worked at it several years
came to Darke Co. in
1861 resided in Neave Township purchased the farm where he now resides in
1871.
Nearly all the public improvements made in Darke Co. have been done
Mr. Keckler is one of the substantial citizens, and has
since his residence here.
occupied several public positions of responsibility. His marriage with Catherine
Friesner was celebrated in 1851 in Fairfield Co. they had three children all
now married two Ephraim and Elizabeth are residents of Darke Co. Mrs.
Keckler's decease occurred in 1856.
Mr. Keckler and Mrs. Julia A. (Dunaway)
Reynolds were married in Allen Co., Ohio, May 26, 1859 she was born in Pennsylvania in 1828
her marriage with Geo. Reynolds was celebrated in Wells Co.,
Ind., Jan. 17, 1851
his death occurred in Allen Co., Ohio, in 1857.
Mr. and
Mrs. Keckler have five children Simon B., William H, John W., Emma and
;

;

—

;

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

—

—

;

;

;

;

James W.

;

all

are

still

—

members of the family household.

JOHN LANDIS, farmer P. 0. Delisle an old resident of Darke Co. son of
Jacob Landis, who settled in Darke Co. in 1828, on the farm where Joshua Townsend, whose biography appears in this work, now resides
the old block-house,
built there during the Indian difficulties, was still there in good condition, and
John remembers sleeping in it repeatedly his father used it for a loom-house
during the days of " home-spun " clothing. The subject of this sketch was born
in Pickaway Co. in 1818; was married to Elizabeth Stutsman, of Montgomery
after their marriage, he lived on his father's place, in Neave TownCo., in 1844
ship, until, in 1849, he purchased, and they removed to, the farm in Sec. 26, where
they now reside
thus it will be seen Mr. Landis has been a resident of Neave
Township more than a half-century has witnessed and contributed his full share
toward the improvement, public and private, moral as well as physical. Both he
and his estimable wife are worthy members of the German Baptist Church also
two of their grown children. They have eight children David, a resident of
Michigan Andrew, a resident of Greenville Lydia, now Mrs. A. Rodgers Abraham Mary, now Mrs. Harvey Shover Jacob Frances, now Mrs. Lewis Price, and
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

;

;

;

;

;

John, Jr.
J. N. LOWRY, farmer and stock-dealer; P. O. Weavers Station; is a son of
Reuben
Reuben Lowry, who was one of the early settlers of Neave Township
was always very fond of hunting, and, when game became scarce here, he became
restless and went to Kansas, in 1861, and in 1865, removed there, and has resided
;

;

Ill
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The subject of this sketch was born in 1843, and grew to manthere ever since.
hood on the farm, and, when his father went to Kansas, he farmed the place, and,
when his parents moved to Kansas, he purchased a portion of his father's land,
including the homestead, and has resided here all his life; he now has 190 acres
in the northeast part of the township, the undivided half of 150 acres near Ft.
Jefferson, and 72 acres in Sec. 30, besides the homestead, which is in Sec. 31, and
contains 96 acres
besides superintending these farms, Mr. Lowry deals quite
extensively in stock, and is the foremost man of his age in Neave Township, if
not in the county he was married in 1865 to Miss Louisa, daughter of David
Studabaker they have two children Minnie and Harry E.
LUDY, farmer P. 0. Weaver's Station one of the old residents
;

;

—

;

SAMUEL

;

;

he remained at home on
of Darke County was born in Pennsylvania in 1811
the farm during his minority, then came to Ohio, first stopping in Montgomery
County, where he remained several years working by the job or month in the mean
time visited Darke County, and entered an 80-acre tract of land in Butler Township.
He was married to Elizabeth Miller in 1836 she was born in Pennsylvania is the
daughter of William and Susannah Miller, who came from Franklin County, Penn.,
Mr. and Mrs.
to Montgomery County, Ohio, in 1829, and to Darke County in 1839
Ludy began domestic life in the spring of 1836, on the land he had entered in Butler
Township, with very limited means, and had to struggle amid the difficulties
common to the early settlers in this region after a residence of twenty-six years,
they reluctantly parted with this home and removed to a farm in Sec. 4, which he
purchased from her father they came to their present pleasant home in 1869
having been identified with the county from the days of pioneer life, through the
tedious and toilsome days of progress and the burdensome period of modern improvements, which have brought this county so rapidly forward to the front rank
they may justly feel a
in points of public enterprise and general productiveness
pride in enjoying, as they evidently do, the present comforts of a pleasant home,
with pleasant surroundings they have been active, useful and respected people ;
have raised a family of eleven children Susan, William, Jacob, Samuel, Nathaniel,
Maria, now Mrs. Daniel Burket
Nicholas, Elizabeth, now Mrs. Jacob Judy
Sarah, now Mrs. Jacob Nyswonger, a resident of Iowa James and Silas the last
The five
two and first are single, all the others are respected heads of families.
William, Jacob, Samuel, Nathaniel and Nicholas were soldiers in
oldest sons
the late war, Jacob being a " veteran," having served four years, William three,
and the others different shorter periods.
WILLIAM MILLER, farmer and stock-raiser P. 0. Delisle. Mr. Miller
belongs to a pioneer family was born Nov. 29, 1837, on the farm upon which he
now resides he is a son of Samuel and Nancy (Howell) Miller, and grandson of
David and Catherine (Studabaker) Miller David Miller was a native of Bedford
County, Penn., but emigrated to Ohio at an early day, locating for a short time
in Clinton County, afterward in Miami County, and finally came to Darke County
and located in Neave Township soon after the war of 1812. Samuel Miller was
born in Clinton County, Ohio, March 25, 1805 was a youth when his parents
came to Darke County, and grew to manhood here in pioneer days married Miss
Nancy, daughter of Joshua and Christena (Mikesell) Howell Joshua was a native
they came to Darke Count}' about
of Virginia, and Nancy was born in Maryland
the year 1821, and he became a leading and influential citizen; was Sheriff and
both he and his wife lived to fouralso Commissioner during his residence here
after his marscore years, and resided in Michigan at the time of their decease
riage, Mr. Miller rented four years, then entered one quarter of Sec. 24, Neave
Township, which was then all woods, and upon which he hurriedly built a cabin,
into which he moved his family before it was " chinked," not waiting even to place
a floor or hang a door the first night after their arrival, there was an addition of
several kittens to their supply of domestic animals, but, it being a cold March
by perseverance and toil,
night, the} all froze, to the great grief of the children
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

;

;

—

—

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

r

;
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amid privations and difficulties known only to the pioneer, he succeeded, by the
assistance of his family in securing a home and adding 154 acres to the
original
tract
in his later years, he retired from active labor, and the farm
was carried on
by his sons, under his supervision, he having raised a family of eleven children
seven of whom are still living his death occurred Nov. 1, 1856 his
widow is
now the wife of William McCool, and resides in Delisle. William Miller remained
on the old homestead until 1864, renting of his mother after his marriage
;

;

;

with
Miss Margaret M. Frye, which occurred Aug. 1, 1861
she is a daughter of
Andrew and Rachael (Wilson) Frye, who resided near Fort Jefferson, and had
a
family of eleven children, only three of whom are now living.
(See biography of
H. W. Frye.) In the spring of 1864, Mr. Miller purchased 80 acres in
Greenville
Township, upon which he resided about four years, then sold it and removed
to
her father's place near Fort Jefferson
six months later, he purchased 120 acres of
the old homestead, including the residence, and again took up his
abode on the
spot where he was born and spent his youthful days.
Mr. Miller has been School
Director five years and Trustee ten years, a compliment to his
judgment and to
the interest he takes in education and the general welfare
his home is a pleasant
place, and his hospitality unbounded
Mrs. Miller is a worthy member of the M.
E. Church, and a conscientious Christian woman.
They are the parents of three
children— Ollie R., born Sep. 1, 1863, now an interesting miss Charles
A., May
and one who died in infancy. May both Mr. and Mrs. Miller live lon'o4, 1866
and enjoy much of the fruits of their labors, and hereafter reap a rich reward
for
their disinterested kindness and hospitality, conferred
alike on
friends and
strangers, is the wish of the writer.
GEORGE D. MILLER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 16 P. 0. Greenville
Among the early pioneers of Darke Co., the gentleman whose name heads this
sketch is accorded a place in the front ranks
he was born in Warren Co., Ohio
Nov 20, 1818, and is a son of George Miller, a native of Pennsylvania, who came
to Warren Co., Ohio, in 1817, and to Darke Co., in
1824, locating in Harrison
Township, where he lived until his death, which occurred September, 1866
at the
advanced age of 75 years. The subject of our sketch came to Darke
Co. with his
parents and is consequently among the oldest continued residents
of the county
he remained with his parents and assisted in agricultural pursuits
until he attained
his majority, when on account of ill health he abandoned
farming, and the following fourteen years he devoted his attention to school
teaching and studying in 1851
he resumed farming in Harrison Township, and on Dec.
22, 1865, he removed upon
his present place, where he has since lived
he has 250 acres of good land, under
a good state of cultivation, with buildings second to none in the county
o'f township and county offices, he has had his full share,
having held the office of
Township Assessor eight years, Township Clerk six years, Justice of the
Peace nine
years he was elected to the Constitutional Convention to
represent the interest
of Darke Co. in 1873, and in 1877 was elected County
Commissioner, which office
he now holds he has been continually in office since
1845— which fact is a sufficient guarantee that his services have been alike
satisfactory to the people and
creditable to himself.
His marriage with Elizabeth Rush was celebrated Augusl
1850 she was born in Darke Co. in 1825 they are the parents of four
children
now living, having lost one by death. The living are Emily, Minerva Jane,
Henrv
D. and \ olney
Mrs. Miller was a daughter of Asa Rush, one of the early
pioneers of Darke Co.
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

LYDIA MEYERS. Delisle widow of William H. Meyers (deceased) Mrs
Meyers was born in Darke Co. in 1844; is the daughter of Henry
and Rachel
111 man
was married to William H. Meyers in 1865 ;^he was the son of Joseph
and Lavina Meyers was born in Butler Co. in 1844 he began domestic
life where
the widow now resides, and has resided ever since,
except 'about one year's residence in Twin Township.
Mr. Meyers, during his short residence, contributed
much toward the general improvement of the neighborhood, besides bearing his
;

;

;

;

;

,
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just completed a neat and comshare of the burden of graveling the road he had
was Township Trustee
modious dwelling when his death occurred, in 1877 he
citizen they had two children— Edwin
useful
respected,
a
was
and
years,
several
;

;

;

E. and Sylvester A.
rising

young men

_

...

.

ttt
farmer and teacher P. 0. Weavers fetation one ol the
Mary A. (Fry) North
of Neave Township is a son of Allen and

JOHN E NORTH,

;

;

;

;

Township for
\llen North (deceased) was a resident of Neave
at one time
father
his
citizen
successful
and
active
Was a very
stands
now
Indianapolis
of
city
the
land upon which a part of

many

years, and
owned a tract of

;

here Allen was
his mother married again
born- his father died while he was yet a boy, and
was made poor and Allen,
through the intemperance of his stepfather, the family
At the time
years.
several
for
mother
his
of
though a vouth, was the main support
capital, at the time ol his death he
his
constituted
horse
old
an
marriage,
of his
mostly real estate, beside,
had accumulated about $20,000 worth of property,
now resides at the old homestead, in
a policy of $10 000 on his life the widow
Township, in 1851, and
Wc 7 6 The subject of this sketch was born in Neave
education
common-school
ordinary
an
receiving
<rrew to manhood on the farm,
eight years, farming thrashing, etc
past
the
for
winters
school
district
tauo-ht
has
Township Assessor, and is the present
•during the remainder of the year has been
daughter of (xeorge Howes;
Township Clerk. He was married in 1876 to Mary C,
Allen.
George
child—
one
they have
is a son ol JonaJOHN NYSWONGER, farmer; P. O. Weavers Station; resided
in Pennsyl1790
than Nyswonger, who was born in Pennsylvania July 9,
his father were
and
Jonathan
both
day
early
an
at
Co.
Darke
vania and came to
John's mother, Elizabeth (Clarke) Nyswonger was a
soldiers in the war of 1812
Lowry, whose biography appears in this work, and
N.
J.
of
mother
sister to the
Greene
The subject of this sketch was born
1797.
was born in Pennsylvania in
to Darke Co. in 1829, and John
emigrated
father
his
3
1817;
Oct
Penn
Co
Township he remembers
grew to manhood here during the early days of Neave
waited his turn at the crank to bolt
well when he went to "Noffsinger's Mill," and
He was married in 1843, to Susannah Ault, a daughter of John
the family grist
an early settler of Darke Co. Mr.
\nlt who was a native of Pennsylvania, and
now resides, made an
Nyswonger had purchased 40 acres of the farm where he
- opening" and built a log house previous to his marriage; here they began
circumstances, they now
domestic 'life and by perseverance, amid discouraging
of half a century he
memories
the
cluster
which
around
home,
pleasant
have a
Jefferson,
90 in Iowa, and
Ft.
adjoining
26
farm.
home
now has 101 acres in the
in years, is still vigorous and
160 in Missouri, and, although he is quite advanced
Mr. and Mrs. Nyswonger are the parents of eleven
actively engaged in farming.
and Elijah, are in
sons, Hiram H, William
three
children three are deceased
Eubank, of
Jacobis a resident of Iowa Rebecca is now Mrs. William
California
ol the family
members
are
E.
Susan
and
Addie
Alfred,
three—
Harrison Township
;

;

;

'

;

;

_

;

;

;

m

;

;

;

K

;

;

;

;

;

household.

„

T

n

.

.,,.

m

,

P. O. Jaysville the son ol Joseph Phillips, who
see their fourscore years he is the son of John,
to
lived
is one of the few men who
was a soldier in the wars ol 1791,
Phillips who was born in Hamilton Co., and
behind to escort the provision
left
was
who
those
of
one
was
1793 and 1812 he
defeat, in which all his comSinclair's
battle,
that terrible
.,,

N L C PHILLIPS,

farmer

,

,

;

;

;

•

supply and so escaped
wounded. Joseph was raised on a
rades were slain, except two, and they were
the cabinet-makers trade, at which
to
went
age,
of
years
farm and when about 19
followed the business or
he served the usual three years' apprenticeship, but never
of which he made and
case
the
clock,
a
has
now
he
afterward
it
did much at
at Cincinnati Ohio, one
took in payment for his work he worked at carpentering
and when he was able bought.
year and then commenced farming he first rented,
mill property which he oper80 acres in the woods of Hamilton Co.; he owned a
of 1857. and settled in
spring
the
in
ated several years they came to Darke Co.,
;

;

;

:
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Sec. 13, where he has resided ever since.
He was married in 1822 to Nancy Conrey she was born near Lexington, Ky., in 1801 they are now
one of the few
couples who have lived to pass their golden wedding anniversary, he
being in his
83d year, and still in possession of all his faculties, and she being in her 79th
year
and more feeble than her husband, having had a paralytic stroke,
but is still
vigorous in mind. The son, N. L. C, was born in Hamilton Co.,
in 1839 he
assisted his father in the mill until they came to Darke Co., and
then assisted on
the tarm until about 20 years of age, and then engaged in a
daguerrean room to
learn the art after about one years' experience, finding that
it affected his health
he quit and resumed farming he spent about two years here on his
father's place,'
and then removed to Miami Co., where he owned 40 acres of land, and
remained
there until 1S79, when he returned to his father's place, and now
has charge of the
homestead and care of his aged parents. He was married in 1864 to
Rachael
Coppock, daughter of William Coppock, deceased, who was an early
resident of
Miami Co.; they have six children, Ida 0., W. Z. D., James A., Nancy Rosetta,
Wesley J. and Clara A.
;

;

;

;

H

JACOB

KEEKER, farmer P. 0. Arcanum a son of George M. and Catherine Rieker, natives of Germany and early residents of
Butler Township Jacob is
a brother-in-law to Joseph Hittle whose biography appears in the
Butler
;

;

;

Township

he was born in Germany in 1829, and was only 2 years old when
his parhim to the United States; they settled in Butler Township in 1831
he grew to manhood on the farm and has continued to farm
ever since, residing
part of the time in Butler and part in Neave Townships
he came to his present
farm about seven years ago he has justcompleted a very neat
and commodious
list

;

ents brought

;

;

residence, which

is well finished, and is the most elegant residence
in the neighborhood.
He was married in 1858 to Elizabeth, daughter of Daniel and Margaret
Gebhart, who were married in Montgomery Co. and came to
Darke Co. about the
same time that xMr. Rieker's parents did. Mr. and Mrs. Rieker are
worthy members of the Reformed Church, and useful, respected
members of society they have
had two children, both of whom died in infancy.
;

ALFRED ROBESON, farmer

P. O. Arcanum the subject of this sketch is the
son of Andrew Robeson, and grandson of John Robeson, who
were early settlers of
Butler Township Alfred was born in Butler Township, in
1841, and has always
lived in the neighborhood of his birth he remained
on the farm with his parents
during his youth, and began teaching in winter when about
18 years of age, and
continued winter, teaching and cropping, etc., during the summer,
for about ten
years he purchased his present farm which contains 120
acres. He was married
in 1 808 to Nancy Clarke she is the daughter
of Thomas and Elizabeth Clarke
formerly residents of Butler Township but now of Arcanum
they began domestic
hie. soon after their marriage, on the farm,
in Sec. 35, where they now reside
Mr
Robeson is a life-resident of Darke Co., and, although a young man, is
already one
of its substantial citizens he is a worthy member
of the Masonic Order, and she is
a worthy member of the Reformed
Church, and both are respected members of
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

society.

GEORGE SCHLECHTY,

fanner and Justice of the Peace
P. O. Weaver's
a son of Christian Schlechty, who was a native of Berks
Co., Penn and
came with his parents, Christian, Sr., and Barbara Schlechty. to Darke
Co.
he was
married here to Susannah Noggle, and resided on the farm in
Sec. 33, which the son
George now owns. The subject of this sketch was born in
Neave
;

Station

;

;

Township,

in

1M4. and grew to manhood here amid the difficulties and limited
opportunities of
the ear y residents
his father had a tan-yard, and George came in for his
share
of work at that trade, but, when he became a man,
preferred farming, and has farmed
ever since he now has the farm upon which his
grandfather settled, about the
year 1816 he also owns the tract upon which his father
first resided after his
marriage
Mr. Schlechty is the present Justice of the Peace for Neave
Township
and is a leading and useful citizen he was married on March
10, 1859, to Arebecca
;

;

;

;
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Levi D.,
Winders, a native of Indiana they have six children—Willis M., Edson V.,
present houseCharles A., Jasper N. and John F., all of whom are members of the
;

_ ,
,.,,
„ ,
farmer; P. 0. Weaver's Station a " Buckeye by birth
Swank
was born in Montgomery County in 1834 is a son of George and Susanna
when about 10 years of age, he became fatherless, and was cared for by his mother
and older brothers after he became of age, he learned the carpenter's trade, and
worked at it several years. He was married in 1858 to Mahala Baker, and they
removed to Indiana, but soon returned to Montgomery County, where Mrs. Swank's
Martha
death occurred in 1866 they had no children in 1869, he married Mrs.
of Neave
(Neely) McCool, a daughter of William Neely, who was an early settler
Township he has since resided in Darke County came to his present residence,
they have five children—William Jacob, Lilly May, Hester,
in Sec. 34, in 1872
Emma and Julia Ann Mr. and Mrs. Swank are worthy members of church, and
hold.

AAIION SWANK,

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

useful, respected

members of the community.

another life-resident of
P. 0. Greenville
farmer
Virginia and
Co.; is the son of Thomas Thompson, who was a native of
the land
entered
who
in
1814,
Thompson,
David
father,
his
to Darke Co. with

DAVID THOMPSON,

;

;

Darke

came

Thomas, who was a
in Greenville Township, now owned by David Studabaker
of
youno- man when his parents came here, was married to Elizabeth, daughter
Abram Studabaker. and they resided near Hill Grove, in Washington Township,
Ind.,
several years he then traded his property for a property in Randolph Co.,
occurred
death
wife's
his
death
his
until
remained
and
and removed there
and
near Hill Grove. The subject of this sketch was born near Hill Grove, in 1832,
for himself and
out
struck
he
mother,
his
lost
having
age,
of
years
16
about
when
worked at farming, teaming, or anything he could get to do, until his marriage
and
with Eva Neal, which was celebrated Aug. 21, 1853, after which he rented
and
returned
there
out
it
liking
not
but
Illinois,
in
year
one
years,
farmed several
the Hunt place four years was Superintendent of the County Infirmary
;

;

;

farmed

;

then purchased his present farm and removed to it in 1866 his wife's
death occurred Dec. 26, 1874, after which he sold off his personal property,
his marriage with Catherine E. Lot
rented his farm, and resided in Greenville
in Greenville until the following
remained
they
1877
Jan.
9,
was celebrated
November, when he had completed his present neat and commodious residence,
of
they removed here and have remained ever since Mr. T. has seen the rough
until
he
way
up,
his
worked
gradually
and
poor,
Darke Co.; began here a boy,
accumulated enough to purchase his farm, which he has improved considerably,
although his health has been quite delicate for several years past.
WILLIAM THOMPSON, farmer P. 0. Greenville another life-resident of
Darke Co.; is a brother of David Thompson, whose biography appears also in this
township list William was born in Washington Township, in 1836 was brought up
and
a farmer, and commenced farming with a brother in 1855, and continued to rent
five
remaining
Infirmary,
County
the
of
charge
took
when
he
until
1866,
farm
previous
years then came to the farm in Sees. 15 and 16, which he had purchased
continued to reside
to his'superintendency of the Infirmary, and upon which he has
acres of improved
has
now
122
he
farming
with
stock-raising
ever since, uniting
property on Broadway,
land, well 'supplied with stock, etc.; he also has a business
to Miss Amanda,
in Greenville, which he rents. Mr. Thompson was married in 1 857
daughter of Caleb Neal, who was an early resident of Neave Township the fruit
of this union was two children Alice and Vinora.
JOSHUA TOWNSEND, farmer P. 0. Greenville is the son of William
Townsend, who was a native of North Carolina, and was married to Mary
Edwards, a native of Tennessee they came to Darke Co., at an early day. The
he was left fatherless at
subject of this sketch was born in Darke Co. in 1824
his mother had two other sons, both younger than Joshua, but
the age of 4 years
she managed to keep the family together, and by hard labor and some assistance
six years

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

—

;

;

;

;

;
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from her father, Eli Edwards, she managed to live until Joshua had grown up
when he was about 20 years of age. they went on to a farm whieh the father
had purchased, but had not cleared, and Joshua and his two younger brothers
undertook and did make a living by leasing cleared land close by. until
the next brother younger got married
they got their own under cultivation
afterfirst, and then Joshua and his younger brother bought the other out
ward Joshua bought the whole place and continued to farm there until 1855
having been elected Sheriff of Darke Co., he removed to Greenville, and held
afterward he removed to Jaysville and engaged in the stock
the office two terms
trade in 186-1, he purchased a farm and commenced farming again, but continued
the stock dealing, until, within a few years past, he has turned his attention
he now has over 1,000 acres of improved land, all in Neave
entirely to farming
Township. Mr. Townsend was a delegate to the Democratic National Convention
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

at Charleston, in

1860, and

is

a leading and highly respected citizen.

He was

1852 to Mary A. Bierly she was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, and
resided at the time of her marriage with her stepmother, who married Noah
Arnold, a resident of Neave Township they have had eight children J. H., now
married and a resident of Neave Township William H, Frank B., Miranda B.-

married

in

;

—

;

;

Charles E.,

Mary

M., Ellen J.

and

VANDYKE,

ABIJAH

May.

Lillie

was born in Hamilton
P. O. Greenville
the son of Andrew E. Vandyke, who came from Pennsylvania
The subject of this
to Hamilton Co., Ohio, where his death occurred in 1840.
sketch, when about 17 years of age, began to learn the wagon and carriage makers
trade, at which he worked several years, then engaged in different occupations
until 1860, when he became a resident of Darke Co. and rented the Hunt farm
three years, then purchased the farm in Sec. 14, which is now his homestead.
In
1868, he was elected Sheriff of Darke Co., and re-elected in 1870; after serving
the two terms asSheriff, he returned to his farm, and has resided on it ever since
he has been an active, useful citizen, and most of the modern improvements of
Darke Co. have been made since he became a resident here. He was married in
Hamilton Co., to Sylvia Lawrence, daughter of Levi Lawrence, deceased, who was
then a resident of Michigan, and formerly of Glendale, Ohio.
Mr. and Mrs. Vandyke are the parents of six children, four sons and two daughters.
W. WILSON, farmer and stock-raiser P. 0. Greenville. Among
the old settlers of Darke Co., the gentleman who heads this sketch takes a place in
the front ranks
he was born in Butler Co., Ohio, May 18, 1832 he was a son of
Andrew P. Wilson, born in Kentucky July 2, 1801, and, with his parents, came to
Butler Co. when 4 years of age.
He was married, in the same county, to Sarah
Allen, June 10, 1828
she was born in the Territory of Indiana April 10, 1808
in 1834, they came to Darke Co. and located in Harrison Township, and followed
farming until the decease of Mr. Wilson, which occurred Sept. 6, 1852. Mrs.
Wilson is now living upon the old farm, where she has lived for a period of fortyfive years.
The subject of this memoir remained upon the home farm and engaged
in agricultural pursuits until Dec 27, 1854, when he was united in marriage with
Mary E. Rush she was born in Harrison Township, Darke Co., Oct. 11, 1836
they have seven children now living, having lost three by death
the living are
Margaret M.. John K., William G., Sarah E., Charles A., Nathaniel Elmer and
Andrew P.; upon the marriage of Mr. Wilson, he commenced farming for himself
in Harrison Township, until the fall of 1871.
He has served the county as its
Sheriff for four years in succession, being first elected in 1871, and re-elected in
1873, and in 1875, he purchased a farm two miles south of Greenville, upon which
he lived until February, 1878. when he sold and purchased his present place,
where he lias since lived he now has 270 acres, with a good farm, located three
miles from Greenville, on the Ft. Jefferson and Greenville pike, valued at some
Mrs.
$15,000, nearly all of which he has accumulated by his own exertions.
Wilson was a daughter of Asa Rush, who was born in Bedford Co., Penn., April
Co., Ohio, in
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L C ANDERSON, physician and surgeon, Dallas P. 0. Ansonia
Montgomery Co., Ohio, Jan. 15, 1850 he was the oldest son of John Anderson,
who was born in Pennsylvania Sept. 10, 1821, and emigrated to Montgomery Co.,
in Twin Townthen to Preble Co., and in 1863, he came to Darke Co., and located
May 30, 1869 he was
ship and in 1865, he came to Ansonia he died in Sydney
Montgomery Co.
married to Marv A. Hulse Feb. 15, 1819 she was a native of
obtained
was born June 15, 1 830, and died Aug. 22, 1861. The subjectof this memoir
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40 acres for $1,000, and now has the balance left he has refused $800
aside from
of the same land he now owns nearly 300 acres, with good buildings,
Mr. Baughman commenced in life without
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they came to Darke Co. in 1835 here his father, John H., died, September, 1875
In October, 1848, William Baughman
his wife having died about the year 1858.
she was born in Germany, and is
•was united in marriage with Catherine Bertz
a sister of George Bertz, whose sketch also appears in this work
ten children
was the fruit of this union, of whom five sons and two daughters now survive, viz.,
Solomon, Mary J., George W., William, Lucy B., Charlie and Augusta. Upon the
marriage of Mr. B., he farmed upon rented land four years he then bought 40
he now owns 256 acres in Brown and
acres, upon which he lived nine years
Richland Townships, with good farm buildings, also his residence and some improved business property in town. Mr. Baughman commenced life without means,
and has by his own hard labor, energy and industry, placed himself among the
large landholders and successful business men of Brown Township, being a
partner in the popular hardware firm of Bertz, Schlemmer & Co.
GEORGE BERTZ. hardware dealer, firm of Bertz, Schlemmer & Co., Ansonia, Ohio.
The gentleman whose name heads this sketch is another of the
self-made men of Darke County he was born in Saxony, Germany, April 6, 1835,
and was a son of John Bertz, who was born in Saxony, Germany, in 1803, and died
in 1844.
He was married, in Germany to Anna Magdalena Doud she, with five
children, emigrated to America in 1847
she died in Richland Township Sept. 13,
1848. The subject of this sketch emigrated to America with his mother, and, upon
her death, was taken by William Baughman, by whom he was kindly cared for
and raised until he attained his majority, and for compensation to this date
received $100
the following seven years his wages ranged from $75 to $100
yearly; in 1864, he went to Nebraska and purchased 160 acres of land in Otoe
CouUvy, and for four years was engaged in the restaurant and baker business in
Nebraska City his brother now resides upon the above farm, which he has under
a good state of cultivation in 1869, Mr. Bertz returned to Ansonia and engaged
in the dry-goods trade, and in 1873 he engaged with William Baughman in the
agricultural trade, and in the fall of 1874 they erected their brick store and added
their present business, which they have since successfully followed
a card of their
business appears among the business cards of Ansonia in 1875, he was elected
Township Trustee, which office he has since held, and is also serving his second
year as Councilman of Ansonia has been a member of the church since 12 years
of age, and a member of Lodge 605 I. O. 0. F. since 1875 has never made use of
tobacco in any form, and is a strong champion of the cause of temperance.
HEZEKIAH W. FRY, Sec. 21, Ansonia; one of the oldsettlers of Darke
County born in what is now Neave Township, near old Fort Jefferson, Jan.
he was a son of Andrew Fry, who was born in Pennsylvania and
26, 1835
emigrated to Darke County somewhere from 1820 to 1825, and settled in the
woods, when; he was engaged in farming in connection with his trade, which was
a wheelwright
he was also local preacher of the Methodist Church, was Justice
of the Peace for many years, and held other township offices he died about the
year 1871 he married Rachel Wilson she was born in Hamilton County she
died a few years after the death of her husband. The subject of this sketch received
a common-school education and assisted his father on the farm until March 19,
she was a native of
1857, when he was united in marriage with Ellen J. Guy
Pennsylvania, born April 10, 1836
they have three sons and two daughters
living, having lost two daughters by death
the living are Agnes, Albertice,
Benjamin F., Alonzo M. and Grace A. Upon the marriage of Mr. Fry, he farmed
upon rented land four years, and in 1861 he purchased 160 acres of his present
place, where he has since lived
he has now 210 acres, with good farm buildings,
under a fair state of cultivation. He has taken a deep interest in the cause of
religion, having been a member of the M. E. Church for a period of a quarter of a
century his wife and eldest daughter members of the same church.
DANIEL GARRISON, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 29 P. O. Woodington
another of our old settlers born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Feb. 17, 1836. His
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came to Ohio, and, after a resifather. Leonard, was born in Pennsylvania in 1803
dence of several years in Montgomery and Butler Co.'s, came to Darke Co. in
was born in Butler
1844, where he died in July, 1871 he married Maria Bake; she
Daniel Garrison
infant.
an
was
sketch
this
of
subject
the
Co. and died when
came to Darke Co. with his father in 1844, and was raised to agricultural pursuits,
and employed as farm laborer until about 24 years of age. when, upon the 20th
of September, 1860, he was united in marriage with Mary Niswonger she was born in
Elmer
Montgomery Co. Jan. 30. 1840 they have four children now living, viz.
July
born
May,
Viola
9,
1864
Sept.
23,
born
N.,
Joseph
1861
E., born Oct. 7,
Leonard A. was born July 21, 1867, and
1870, and Ada B., born Nov. 15, 1877
After the marriage of Mr. G. he farmed upon rented land
died Jan. 6, 1870.
twelve year's, and in 1872 he purchased his present place of 65 acres, where he
has since lived he is one of our self-made men commencing in life without
means, he has secured all of the above property by his own hard labor, energy
and industry he, with his wife, have been members of the Christian Church for a
Mrs. Garrison was a daughter of Joseph Niswonger,
period of about thirty years.
who was born in Montgomery Co., where he now resides her mother was
Anna W. Henderson she was born in Ohio, and died some twenty-six years ago
upon the 3d of June, 1877, Mrs. Garrison was stricken with paralysis, depriving
since which time she has been unable to perform
her of the use of her left side
she has, however, borne her afflictions with
only her light household duties
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characteristic of her true Christian life.
born in Washdealer in groceries and provisions, Ansonia
L. C.
and in 1851
Ohio,
Columbus,
to
came
he
in
1842
1848,
21,
Oct.
Md.,
Co.,
ington
to°Montgomery Co. in August, 1852, came to Darke Co. and located in Richland
Township here his father, Isaac Garver, met his death by an accident at a barn
his death,
raising, one of the timbers falling upon him late in the clay, causing
The subject of our sketch was
after 'a few hours' suffering, upon May 3, 1854.
then thrown upon his own resources, and labored at such employment as he could

that fortitude which

is

GABVER.

;

;

;

;

obtain until Sept. 7, 1861, when he enlisted as a private in Co. K, 34th O. V. I.
he was in many severe battles, among which
(1st Ohio Zouaves), for three years
both battles of Fayetteville, Raleigh and
Winchester,
of
battle
the
mention
we
Charlestown, Va., the whole campaign of the Shenandoah Valley, Martinsburg
and the Lynchburg raid, and many others he was one of the 1,200 who were
they made the trip of
detailed to make a raid to destroy the V. & T. R. R.
upward of 400 miles in six clays, traveling over mountains and valleys,
through a dangerous country, traveling by day and night they encountered many
dangers at one time found themselves in the rebel camp often, while riding at
nio-ht, some of the poor soldiers, with their horses, were thrown over precipices
they arrived at Wythevilie on Saturday, July 18, 1863. and immediately attacked
the town, which was garrisoned by a force of rebels, lodged in the buildings,
equally as large as the Union force after severe fighting, in which the Union
forces lost heavily in killed and wounded, the place was captured in this engagement Mr. Garver was severely wounded being the chief target for many rebels,
he received eight bullets upon his person at one volley he managed to crawl to
some secluded place, was taken prisoner and remained in rebel prisons until
March 24, 1864, when he was paroled, having served in rebel prisons eight
months, suffering all the cruel treatment and starvation extended to our Union
soldiers after receiving his parole, he lay in the Hospital until the September following, when, his term of enlistment having expired, he returned home, and the
following spring engaged in farming, continuing the same until 1874, when, on
account of failing health from the cruel treatment received while in rebel prisons,
and suffering from his wounds, he abandoned farming, came to Ansonia, and
engaged in the above business, which he has since successfully followed. In
Upon the 23d
politics, he is a strong Republican, and always votes as he fought.
of May. 1865, he was united in marriage with Charlotte Warvel she was born in
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Darke Co. Dec. 13, 1847 they have four children by this union John H. W. r
Cordelia M., April 10,1869; Leonard M. and Lizzie M.
born June 18, 1866
The business card of Mr. Garver will be found in the
(twins), Nov. 8, 1873.
directory of Ansonia. in another part of this work.
ORLANDO J. HAGER, contractor and builder, of the firm Riffle & Hager,
P. 0. Ansonia residence. Dallas another of our old settlers born in Montgomery
County upon the 12th of November, 1847 he is a son of James W. Hager, who was
born in the same county, and came to Darke County in 1851, and now resides in
Richland Township. The subject of this sketch came to this county with his parents
when only 3 years of age, and located, in Richland Township, where he was raised to
agricultural pursuits until 19 years of age, when he started out in the world to seek
his fortune, and, upon the 13th of August, 1867, commenced to learn the carpenter's
trade, and for one year received wages of $1 per day, and the second year his
wages were $1.25, the third, $1.50. and the remainder of the time he received
$1.75 he worked for the same party for nearly five years, when he returned to
Darke County, and for two years was employed b} John Longnecker, at his trade T
he then engaged one year in agricultural pursuits, and, upon the
at Pikesville
17th of February, 1874, he located in Dallas and started in the carpenter business,
and the following year, associated with Silas Riffle, under the above firm name,
which business he has since followed. Upon May 1, 1873, he was married to
Elizabeth Warvel she was born in Darke County Sept. 25, 1853 they have one
child, viz., Pearl I., born Nov. 11, 1876; Mrs. Hager is a daughter of John H.
Warvel, one of the early pioneers of Darke County, whose sketch appears among
the biographies of Greenville Township, in another part of this work.
HOLLAND, retired farmer, Sec. 31 P. 0. Woodington one of the old
J.
settlers born in Montgomery Co., Penn., Jan. 19, 1807 his father died when he was
about 2 years old he then lived with his mother until 16 years of age, when he was
apprenticed to learn the printer's trade, which he followed in Philadelphia until 21
years of age, when he went to New Orleans, then to Cincinnati, Ohio, and followed
his trade some fifteen years
the last work at his trade was on the Cincinnati
Enquirer; he was then appointed Deput}^ Marshal, which office he filled two years ;
he devoted one year to running a power-press at Indianapolis, which was the
first power-press run in
Indiana, under the revised statistics, the printing
office being located opposite Browning's Hotel
he then followed the groceiy
trade some three years in Cincinnati, and in 1858, disposed of his store and
stock and came to Darke Count}', and purchased 260 acres in Brown and
Greenville Townships, upon which he then located, and where he has since lived ;
he now owns 360 acres, under a good state of improvement of township and
school offices he has had his full share, having been Count}' Commissioner
six years. Township Trustee five years, and also held some other petty offices
upon the location of Mr. Holland here, he followed farming and stock-raising until
1877, when he retired from active labor, his son managing the farm. His marriage
with Harriet M. Ricketts was celebrated in Philadelphia she was born in Pennsjdvania. and died upon the old homestead in May, 1877
they were the parents
of five children
Laura (now Mrs. Crosson, of Union City). Mary Ann (now Mrs.
John Atchinson, of Paris, Ky.), Ada (now Mrs. George Lindermond), Charlotte
(now Mrs. Ginther) and Charles S. (living at home).
DR. ISAAC HOSTETTER, deceased, one of the early pioneers of Darke
born in Lancaster Co.. Penn.. Nov. 30, 1810 he received his preCo., Ohio
paratory education at Lancaster. Penn.. and graduated from the Jefferson MedPhiladelphia, in the } ear 1834
ical College,
he emigrated from Pennsylvania to Montgomery Co., Ohio, and, about the year 1835, commenced the practice of medicine, and, in 1830, came to Darke County and located in Richland
Township, where he followed his profession, in connection with farming, until 1849,
when he left his farm and removed to Beamsville, erected a good residence and
continued to practice until within a short time of his death
he was elected to
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represent the counties of Miami, Shelby and Darke in the General Assembly of
Ohio during the session of 1844-45 the above counties, at that time, constituted
one district he was also Major General of the Ohio State Militia, his uniform
and sword now being held by his son, Dr. Samuel A. Hostetter, and valued very
highly by him as an heirloom the Doctor was one of the first practitioners of the
county, the practice of medicine at that early day being attended with difficulty
and hardships, extending over one-half a degree of latitude and longitude, traveling on horseback and dispensing his medicine from his saddle-bags
he was married in Montgomery County, to Hannah Hager
she was born in Hagerstown, Md.,
Nov. 5, 1813, the above town being named in honor of her grandfather they were
the parents of four sons and three daughters, viz., Hiram H., Salinda A., Elizabeth
C, Samuel A., Thomas J., Nancy E. (deceased) and Franklin P. In 1859, the
Doctor received a stroke of paralysis, which was followed, in February, 1861, by
a second stroke, and the following month, March 2, he passed down the dark
valley, respected and beloved by all who knew him, and one of whom his cotemporaries could truly sa}r His life was not a failure, nor did he live in vain.
Of
their children, the eldest son, Hiram, lost his life while serving his country during
the late rebellion being taken prisoner, he was taken to Libby Prison, where he
died after seven months the oldest sister, Salinda, is married, and lives in Missouri Elizabeth C. is also married, and lives in Missouri Dr. Samuel has been a
member, for four years past, of the Ohio Legislature, and is now, with Thomas J.,
engaged in the drug trade at Ansonia Frank P. is engaged in the stock business,
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Kansas.
G. C.

HULSE,

farmer and grain-dealer

;

residence Dallas

;

Ansonia

P. 0.

Montgomery Co., Ohio, April 16, 1832, and was raised to agricultural pursuits upon the home farm, until 25 years of age, when he removed to Preble Co.
he followed fanning here until Nov. 20, 1872, when he came to
Oct. 1, 1857
Darke Co. and settled at Ansonia, and purchased a farm of 46 acres, and laid out
born

in

;

the west part of the town

he then engaged in purchasing and shipping grain to
Cleveland and Eastern markets until 1875, at which time he retired from the above
business.
He then gave his attention to farming, and in the fall of 1879 he again
commenced the purchase of grain, which business he intends to follow his ware
house is situated on Plum street, where he has a switch of 400 feet connecting his
warehouse with the railroad he owns 100 acres in Brown Township, besides his
brick residence, warehouse, storehouse, and some lots in town.
His marriage with
Sarah Bonham was celebrated June 1, 1860 she was born in Darke Co. June 29,
1844 they were the parents of eight children, viz. Wilbur, born July 27, 1861
David, born Jan. 2, 1866 Charles'
Ida, born Aug. 11, 1863, died June 18, 1864
born March 5, 1868; Anna, born Aug. 2, 1871; Russel, born Nov. 28, 1873:
Edwin, born May 4, 1875 Earl, born Oct. 8, 1878. Mr. Hulse was a son of David
Hulse, who was born in New Jersey Aug. 13, 1794, and came to Ohio about the
year 1820, and followed farming and weaving until his death, which occurred Nov.
He was married in Butler Co., Ohio, to Bebecca Bussell, Jan. 22, 1824
24, 1844.
she was born in 1807, in Butler Co., and is now living with her son at Ansonia, at
the age of 72 years, enjoying good health, and in possession of all her faculties,
and able to assist in light household duties. Mrs. Hulse is the daughter of Wm.
Bonham, one of the old settlers of Darke Co. he was born in New Jersey in 1815,
and came hereabout the year 1836. He married Bebecca Bittenhouse, who was
also a native of New Jersey; thev are both now living.
D. F. HUNTEB, blacksmith and wagon-maker, Ansonia born in Darke Co.
Ohio, Sept. 29, 1835 he was a son of Wm. Hunter, who was born in Warren Co.,
Ohio, and came here about the year 1825 and located in Greenville Township.
He died about the year 1841 he was a member of Warren Lodge, No. 24, of
Piqua, Ohio, for a period of one-fourth of a century.
D. F. experienced a farmer's boyhood, and at 18 years of age he went to Warren Co., Ohio, and learned
and worked at the blacksmith's trade some four years, and in 1858 he came to
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Ansonia and started the above business, which he has since followed. He was
she was born in Butler Co., Ohio, Sept. 25,
married to .Mary A. Dill May 0, 1859
1837 tiny wore the parents of three children, of whom two now survive Martha
Mrs. Hunter's father was John H. C. Dill, who was born in GerL. and Cora M.
many March 16, 1805, and emigrated to America when quite young. He married
Martha C. Liegment Nov. 17, 1834 she was born in Germany Oct. 23, 1815, and
Mr. Dill died April 2, 1865.
died March 7, 1858.
WM. B. MKNDENHALL, retired tanner, merchant and farmer, Sec. 32 P. 0.
Woodington born in Preble Co. June 22, 1820 he learned and worked at the
tanner's trade until 20 years of age, when he came to Darke Co., in 1840, and
located upon Sec. 32, Brown Township, where he purchased 4 acres of land for
he
$20, and in the purchase of the same incurred a debt of $5 above his capital
then followed the tanning business until 1853 upon July 4, 1847. he, with his
brother, started the first store at Woodington, and continued his merchandise trade
with different partners until 1876, when he disposed of his interest and retired
from active business. Mr. Mendenhall came to Darke Co. with a capital of $15
he now owns 400 acres of land, with four sets of farm buildings also the warehouse at Woodington, all of which he has accumulated by his own energies. To
him was given the honor of naming the station at Woodington he was its first
merchant and Postmaster, first Justice of the Peace, and Township Trustee one
year.
He was married in 1839 to Mary Bailey she was born in Preble Co. in
1820 they were the parents of eight children, of whom four are now living, viz.
Rebecca A., now Mrs. W. H. Ganger Hannah E., now Mrs. H. T. Martin Thomas
A. and Aleria B.
ISAAC E. MILLER, farmer and Justice of Peace, Sec. 30 P. 0. Hetslerville
one of the old settlers of Darke Co., Ohio was born in Adams Township April 8,
1840 he was a son of John P. Miller, one of the early pioneers of Adams Townhe married Elizabeth
ship, where he lived until his decease, March 4, 1 841
Martin she was born July 23, 1819, and is now living in Adams Township, at the
advanced age of 60 years her parents were among the early pioneers of the same
township.
Isaac E. Miller received his early education in an old log schoolhouse
the writing-desks consisted of boards laid upon pins, inserted in holes bored in
his father died when he was
their benches were also of a very rude nature
logs
1 j-ear of age, after which he was raised b} his grandfather, and lived with him
until he was 21 years of age, when he started in life for himself he attended select
Upon
school at Jaysville and Gettysbui'g, and followed teaching in the winter.
the 9th day of October, 1862, he was united in marriage with Sarah J. Sword, born
in Miami Co., Ohio, Jan. 26, 1841
they have four children, viz.: Hannah E.,born
July 22, 1863 John W., born Feb. 11, 1866, Jonathan D., born March 7, 1869
George C, born April i5, 1874; after his marriage, Mr. Miller followed schoolteaching in winter, and farming in summer, until April 12, 1864, at which date he
came to Brown Township and located upon his present place, which he had purchased the year previous at Sheriff's sale, for which he paid $1,610, and where he
has since lived he now owns 117 acres, with good farm buildings. He is a Dem;
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ocrat in politics, and, while he has not aspired for office, he has held the office of
Justice of the Peace twelve years during his residence here, also a Notary Public
for six years.

One of the
P. O. Ansonia.
J. J. PETERS, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 28
born in Germany March 31. 1836 at 3 years of age, he emigrated
old settlers
with his parents to America and to Ohio his father, J. J. Peters, Sr., was born in
France in 1795, and was a soldier under Napoleon several years his youngest son
now has the gun and sword carried by his father during his service he was the
he purfather of fourteen children, and raised and brought them all to America
chased a farm in Ohio, upon which he lived until his death, which occurred Dec.
his physician's bills during his life
15, 1878, aged 83 years 8 months and 13 days
amounted to $250 he married, in France. Mary K. McKala she died upon the
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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home farm

in the spring of 1871.

The subject of

memoir remained with

this

his father until 21 years of age, when he started in life for himself and farmed
upon rented land for four years in Darke Co., and in 1862 he purchased 80 acres
of his present place, to which he has since added until he now has 160 acres of

land, well improved, all of which he has secured by his own hard labor, energy
and industry, and has, by the above means, placed himself among the large landholders and successful farmers of Brown Township he is now serving his second
;

term as Township Trustee, is a member of Ansonia Lodge, No. 488, A..F. & A. M.,
and has held an office in the lodge for two years he is also a member of Ansonia
Lodge, No. 605. I. 0. 0. F., and Past Grand of the same. His marriage with
she was born in Brown TownEliza J. Baughman was celebrated April 1, 1861
he was
ship, and is the daughter of J. Baughman, who emigrated from Prussia
a brother of William and Henry Baughman. whose sketch appears among the biogher mother was Maria Riffle, a sister of David and
raphies of Brown Township
Silas Riffle, whose biographies also appear among the sketches of Brown Township they have three children living, having lost four by death the living are
Mary E., Florence B. and Rachel L.
NOAH D. POLING, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 1 P. 0. Ansonia born
in Perry Co., Ohio, Dec. 31, 1831 he was the second son of Daniel Poling, who
was also a native of Perry Co., Ohio, born in 1809, and has lived in the same townHe married Maria Spoon she was born in
ship for a period of seventy years.
they were the parents of
1814, and died in July, 1878, aged upward of 63 years
Noah D., remained with his father until he
thirteen children, nine now living
attained his majority, when he started in life for himself, and for four y ears worked
for one man, most of the time running a saw-mill in Fairfield Co. Upon the 16tli
of December, 1855, he was united in marriage with Louisa E. Burstler, of Fairthey were the parents of thirteen children, of whom
field, Co., born July 20, 1834
eleven are now living, viz., Isaac, George W., William T., Anna M., Harriet A..
Louisa E.. Frank, Jacob, James H, Gertrude M. and an infant the deceased were
infants
upon the marriage of Mr. Poling, he worked as farm laborer one j'ear,
after which he farmed upon rented land until 1861, when he came to Darke Co..
and, after farming upon rented land two years, purchased 63 acres of his present
place, and, in the fall of 1864, removed upon the same, where he has since lived
he now owns 120 acres of well-improved land, and his brick residence, erected in
1876, is admitted to be the best in the township Mr. Poling commenced life with
no capital save a strong arm and willing hand, and has, by his own hard labor and
correct business habits, placed himself among the large property-holders and sucHe is a Republican in politics, and has held
cessful farmers of Brown Township.
the office of Constable for several years in the spring of 1864, he enlisted in the
152d 0. N. G., took part in several engagements in Virginia and Maryland, and
was mustered out of service at Camp Dennison at the exph'ation of his enlistment.
SILAS RIFFLE, contractor and builder (firm of Riffle & Hager, Dallas),
Ansonia one of the old settlers of Darke Co. born in Richland Township,
April 27, 1828
he was a son of Jacob Riffle, who was born in Randolph Co., Va.,
He married
in 1793
came to Montgomery Co., Ohio, with his parents in 1796.
Maty Van Sco}'k, and followed farming until 1818. when he came to Darke Co.,
and located in Richland Township, and was the second white family of the town
ship
his father came from Virginia to Ohio with two children upon a pack-horse,
Jacob being one of them, then 3 vears of age upon the above land Jacob Riffle died in
At 20 years of age, Silas comthe fall of 1853 Mrs. Riffle died in February, 1852.
menced to learn the trade of a carpenter, and has since followed the same, with
the exception of four years in the saw-mill business he has assisted largely in the
building of Dallas, and by his superintendence and labor half of the town has been
constructed. In 1875, he associated with Orlander Hager, since which time he has
conducted the business under the above firm name. He is a strong Republican, and
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

—
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;
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;
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has been Assessor four years, Township Trustee one year, and held some other petty
His marriage with Emetine Fogger was celebrated in 1852 she died in
1854 in 1859, lie married Leah Schultz, a native of Dauphin Co., Penn., born March
i':!. 1832
they have two (laughters and one son by this union Florence M., born
Nov. 5, 18(50 (now teaching in the public schools of Dallas) Elmer 0.. born Dec.
Grace, born Nov. 18, 1863.
27, 1862
DAVID RIFFLE, retired farmer, Dallas P. 0. Ansonia one of the early
pioneers, and among the oldest continuous residents of Darke Co.
born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Nov. 2, 1816 he was a son of Jacob Riffle, a native of Randolph Co., Va., born in 1793, and emigrated with his parents to Montgomery Co.,
Ohio, in 1796, and in the year 1818, came to Darke Co., and located in Richland
Township (this was the second white family of that township), and here he lived
until his decease, which occurred in the fall of 1853, his wife having died in February,
1852. David Riffle was raised to agricultural pursuits, and followed school-teaching
until 1841, when he came to Ansonia and purchased a farm and engaged in farming in summer, and school-teaching during the winter
he taught the first school
in District No. 1 for three j-ears
he has been almost continually in office for a
period of forty years, having held the office of Justice of the Peace or Notary
Public for that length of time, and has held all the township offices in Brown
Township his advantages for obtaining a school education were very limited, but,
by devoting his spare time to study, he has been able to obtain a good education,
and became master of the common branches of stud}', as well as surveying, and
for several years did surveying in Brown Township
he has a recollection of his
early phvymates, who were little Indian children, with whom he passed many
pleasant hours.
Upon March 8, 1841, he was united in marriage with Mary
Beeler, a native of Butler Co., Ohio
they were the parents of ten children, of
whom live are now living, viz., Emma, James K., Sephrene, Mary J. and

offlee.

;

;

—

;

;
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William E.
J. H. ROUSH, grain-dealer and manufacturer of staves, hubs, headings, etc.,
Dallas
P. 0. Ansonia
another of our old settlers born in Juniata Co., Penn.,
May 6, 1829 he received a common- school education, and was raised to agricultural pursuits until 22 years of age, when he came to Ohio, and located in Allen
Co. in 1851, and was engaged in different pursuits until 1854
he then moved to
Montgomery Co., and followed merchandising at West Baltimore until January, 1858, when he came to Darke Co., and engaged in the merchandise business
some two years, after which he followed different branches of business until the
fall of 1872, when he commenced buying grain, which business he has since followed, his shipments for the year 1878 amounting to upward of 120,000 bushels
of corn, and about 50,000 bushels of wheat when he located here there were
some eighteen buildings of all kinds, no streets, no sidewalks and no turnpikes
he has represented nearly every branch of business known in Ansonia he was
Postmaster several years, his highest salary amounting to the enormous sum of
$84 per year he was agent of the C, C, C. & I. R. R, for eighteen years, and
received for his service a salary of from $15 to $85 per month
in 1876, he associated with two of his sons, and purchased the stave manufactory, which is now
carried on under the name of the Ansonia Stave Co., the lirm being composed of
.).
II. Roush,
William A. Roush and Charles A, Itoush. and they are extensively
engaged in the manufacture of the above articles the style of the firm as grain
dealers being. J. 11. Roush & Son, John A. being the partner.
The marriage of
J. II. Roush with Mary ,1. Anderson, was celebrated Dec. 30, 1851
she was born
in Juniata Co.. Penn., Dec. 13, 1830
they have five sons— James II.. Charles A.,
William A.. John A. and Prank; all live at home, with the exception of Charles
A., who is married, and resides in Ansonia.
JOHN S. ROYER, Dallas, 1'. O. Ansonia; Principal of the Dallas School
born in Union Co.. Penn., -Jan. 31. 1845; here he received a good common-school
education, and at 15 years of age commenced teaching at 80 cents per day, for a
;

;

;

;

;
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about 19 years of age, he followed teaching during the
upon the farm the remainder of the year in 1864,
he emigrated to Ohio, and located at Pleasant Hill, Miami Co., teaching the graded
school at the above place one year in 1865, he came to Darke Co., and taught
the Graded School No. 9, in Adams Township, for seven years in 1 874, he came
to Dallas, and accepted the position as Principal of the Dallas School, since which
time it has increased from 100 to upward of 180 scholars he has been the Principal for five years, and now has a contract for three }r ears.
He has been twice
married his first wife wasLutie Mitchell the}' were married April 18, 1867 she
was born in Iowa she died in Darke Co., in 1869, leaving one child, Minnie A.,
born April 9, 1868
his marriage with Malinda Gr. Wenrick was celebrated Jan.
she was born in Darke Co. May 5, 1852 they have two children, Estella
30, 1873
Isaac II., born July 6, 1879
in December, 1878, he was
M., born July 24, 1876
appointed one of the examiners of the public schools for Darke Co., which position
he now holds.
HENRY SCHLEMMER, firm of Bertz, Schlemmer & Co., hardware merchants. Ansonia
born in Hesse, Germany, March 23, 1842, where he received
a good education in German, and in 1860, emigrated to America, landing in Baltimore coming directly West, he followed blacksmithing two years in Cincinnati,
and in October. 1862, enlisted in the 47th O. V. I. he was in many hard-fought
battles, among which was the siege and capture of Vicksburg and Atlanta, battle
of Chattanooga, and with Sherman's arm}* on his march through Georgia to the
sea, arriving at Savannah to spend the Christmas of 1864
he then marched
north, through the Carolinas, and was with Sherman's army at the surrender of
Johnson, after which, he marched through Richmond to Washington, where, after
the grand review of the army, he returned to Columbus, and received his discharge,
having served in the Union army nearly three years he was wounded at the battle of Jonesboro, but kept at his post
he then followed blacksmithing in Cincinnati until 1867, when he came to Ansonia and followed his trade until 1879, when
he became a partner in the above firm. Mr. Schlemmer arrived in this country
with a capital of only $7 he has made one trip to his native country, upon a visit
to his parents, with whom he remained three months his father, John Schlemmer.
was born in Hesse, in 1804 he married Maltha Disher they are the parents of
six children, three of whom are now living in Germany, and three in America.
In
1868, George Schlemmer was united in marriage to Mary Baughman, a native of
Darke Co., and a daughter of Simeon Baughman, one of the early pioneers they
have five children, viz., John, George, Frank, Augustus and Elizabeth.
FRANCIS M. TULLIS, resides in Dallas manufacturer of tile, Ansonia
born in Brown Township, DarkeCo., Ohio, Sept. 26, 1854 he was the youngest
son of Milton Tullis, who was born in Miami Co., Ohio, March 29, 1813. He married, in Ohio, Sarah Marshall, Sept. 5, 1848, who was born in Pennsylvania Feb.
they came to Darke County about the year 1849, and located in Brown
20, 1816
Township, near Dallas followed farming and merchandise till his death, which
occurred Aug. 26, 1863. Mrs. Tullis died Jan. 12, 1870
they were the parents
of five children, of whom three are living Francis M., Cordelia A. (now Mrs. Dr.
Samuel Hostetter), and Olive D. (now Dr. L. C. Anderson), all living in Dallas
Francis M. obtained a common-school education, and followed clerking in Dallas
until the spring of 1877, when he engaged in farming, and in the fall of 1878, purchased the tile factory of Reed & White, at Dallas, and has since devoted his
attention to the above business, manufacturing tile of the best quality
his sales
the first year amounted to some $3,000 his business card will be found in the
business directory of Ansonia. in another part of this work
he has, aside from his
factory, a farm of 42 acres joining the corporation of Dallas, and his lots and residence in town. His marriage with Margaret A. Burket was celebrated May 29,
1877 she was born in Darke Co., Ohio, May 15, 1857.
;
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;

;

;
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JAMES S. WEBSTER, merchant, Ansonia, resides in Dallas. The subject
of this memoir. :i native of Fayette Co., Ohio, was born Jan. 1, 1820 he was
a son of l>r. James Webster, who was born in Pennsylvania, and emigrated to Ohio
and Fayette County in 1804. two years after its admission into the Union as a
be was consequently one of the early pioneers of the State
State
he followed
the practice of medicine a short time in Fayette County, and in 1815 he was
elected Sheriff of the county, and about the year 1829, was Associate Judge, which
office he held several years, after which he was Treasurer of the county for four
years.
The latter part of his life he devoted to the carding and fulling of wool at
his death occurred January. 1837
his factory at Washington
he was married
in Kentucky, to Amelia Dauson; she died previous to her husband. J. S. Webster
worked in the woolen-mill of his father, until the decease of the latter, after which
lie followed farming some two years, when he engaged in the trade of harnessmaker at Mt. Sterling until I860, when he came to Darke County, and. after following his trade one year in Greenville, purchased a farm of 114 acres in Greenville Township, three miles south of Dallas, and followed farming until the spring
of 1879. when he rented his farm and purchased a residence in Dallas, and engaged
His marriage with Pamelia Loofin the general merchandise with T. B. White.
bourrow was celebrated June 18, 1845 she was born in Fayette Co., Ohio, in 1827;
eight children were born to them five are now living
Nathan A., produce merchant, of Greenville William, living at home Hannah, now Mrs. T. B. White
Linden, clerk in his father's store Laura, living at home.
Mr. Webster has been a
member of the Baptist Church for a period of fifteen years Mrs. W. also a member of the same church.
THOMAS B. WHITE, firm of T. B. White & Co., general merchant, Ansonia
another of the old settlers of Darke Co.; born in Brown Township, Darke Co., upon
he was a son of William White, of the State of New York,
the 23d of July, 1842
who came to Darke Co. in 1822 the maiden name of his wife was P]sther Stahl
she came to Richland Township with her parents about the year 1820. and is now
living upon the old homestead, a little north of Ansonia
Mr. White died in 1864
Thomas B. White was raised to agricultural pursuits until 19 3-ears of age, when,
upon the 6th of August 1862, he enlisted in the 94th 0. V. I., and went forward to battle for the Union in his first severe engagement, he, with a large part of his regiment,
were captured, but he, with many others, escaped and again joined the Union arm}-;
he was then engaged in the battle of Penyville, and at the fight of Stone River
Dec. 31, 1862
he was severely wounded, and lay in hospital until Ma}-, 1863.
when he received his discharge on account of disability he then returned home.
and, on account of his wounds, lay idle until the fall of 1864, when he engaged in
school-teaching for three 3'ears, and in the fall of 1868. he engaged in the general
merchandise trade at Ansonia, which he has since successfully followed in 1878.
he associated with J. S. Webster, under the above firm name, carrying a large and
complete stock a card of their business will be found in the business directory of
Ansonia, in this work.
His marriage nuptials with Hannah Webster were celebrated in 1875 she was born in Madison Co., Ohio, and is a daughter of J. S.
Webster, whose sketch also appears in this work they have one child, Lucy F..
bora Dec. 15. 1876.
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LAWSON ALLEN, farmer P. O. Arcanum was born in Centerville, Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1842 his parents were John and Susannah Allen John
was born in the same place as his son, and his wife, Susannah, was born in Scioto
they were the parents of twelve children, and only four are
Co., Ohio, in 1822
Lawson Allen, the oldest
living, viz., Lawson, Jeremiah, Joseph M. and Mary.
and the subject of this sketch, was united in marriage on April 22, 1868, to Mariah
Montgomery, daughter of Robert and Harriet Montgomery Robert was born in
Pennsylvania and his wife in Virginia, came to Ohio and settled in a very
Mr. Allen lived and followed farming in Montgomery Co. until Octoearly day
they have only one
ber, 1873, when he moved upon his farm where he now lives
child born them, a girl, now 11 years of age. named Florence; Mr. Allen owns 89 acres
He was one of the
of fine land, about 60 acres of which are in good cultivation.
patriots of the war of the rebellion, and enlisted in the 131st 0. V. I., Co. I., under
Mr. Allen is not one of the
Col. John G. Lowe, and served till honorably discharged.
earliest settlers, but has been here about six years, and is one of the representative
men of Van Buren Township, and will, we are satisfied, be an accession and credit
to the neighborhood in which he lives he is an active member of the M. E. Church,
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

which he has belonged since 1867 thus, while living and toiling for this world,
he is also preparing for that better one beyond.
the son of Isaac and
S. W. ALLREAD, farmer and merchant; P. 0. Delisle
Lucy Allread Isaac was born in Maryland, and moved with his parents to North
Carolina, where he remained till he came to Butler Co. when he was 18 years of
age he was in the war of 1812, and served all through it, and then returned
Lucy, his wife, was born in the State of Vermont, and came with
safely home.
her parents to Butler Co., Ohio, when 9 years of age they were united in marMr. Allread.
riage in 1816, and raised seven children, four boys and three girls.
he left home when
the subject of this sketch, was the eldest of his father's family
1 1 years of age, and worked at various places until 16 years of age, when his
father bound him out to Capt. Samuel Dick, till 21 years of age. in Butler Co.,
Ohio, where he lived till he became of age, then worked for him two years longer
he then worked here and there and rented farms till he was 27 years
for wages
of age, which was in 1843. when he was united in marriage with Martha Ann Van
Lieu, who was born and raised in Butler Co.; they followed farming in that county
for twelve years, or till 1855, when they moved to Darke Co., Van Buren Township, where he still followed the life of a farmer for four years, when he entered

to

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

into the mercantile trade, which, together with farming, he has followed to the
present time he has bought and sold several farms, and by these transactions
made considerable money he is now the owner of 87 acres of good land in
he is associated in the mercantile trade in Delisle
Delisle, where he now lives
;

;

;

also carrying on an extensive trade in buying and shipping
Mr. Allread started in life a poor man, and with but little education, and
grain.
has worked his way up to the possessions and prominence he now has all accomhe is now 63 years of age. with
plished by his good management and industry
good health, and will doubless still climb upward and onward, and enjoy the
he is the father of nine children, seven now living, viz.,
society of his family
Isaac F., Elvira, Oliver M., George D.. Amanda, John E. and Tabitha J.; five are
married and two single at home. Mr. Allread has taken quite an active part in

with

W. Reed, and

is

—

;

;

being a stanch Democrat, and having held several offices of
Township Trustee, Assessor and Treasurer, and in the county has been
Infirmary Director for six years, thus showing that he has the confidence of the
community.
political matters,
trust, as
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CHRISTOPHER BRINEY, fanner and Justice of the Peace P. 0. Delisle
was born Jan. 2, 1811, in Warren Co., Ohio his parents were Adam and Euphemy
Briney, who came froih Pennsylvania, at an early day. and located in Ohio; Squire
Briney came to Darke Co. in 1835, being among the earliest settlers of the
He was married in 1835, to Mary Mills, daughter of John V. and Elizacounty.
beth Mills
she was born in Pennsylvania in 1810, and emigrated to this county
with her parents when quite an infant to them have been born fourteen children,
eight of them are now living, viz.. Ellen, Emeline, Adam, Silas P., Herod M. and
Squire Briney lost his wife by death
Tsrael (twins), Mary E. and Joseph M.
:

;

;

;

;

In about three years after Squire Briney's marriage, being in
Sept. 15, 1874.
1837, they moved on the farm on which he now lives and commenced to open out
a farm and make a home, with no capital but a few dollars he has now 260 acres
;

of land, and, his sons and daughters all being grown up and married, he has
divided up and deeded a portion of land to each child, simply reserving a life
estate and control of the same during his lifetime, thus giving each child a better
this has all been accomplished by
start in life than he had when he commenced
his energy and industry, and made from the wilderness, which then, in his early
commencement, existed through this section, for which he deserves great credit,
Squire Briney has always been an active politician, and
as one of the pioneers.
always held office since he lived in the township, such as Township Trustee, Clerk,
Supervisor, School Director, etc.; has been Justice of the Peace for twenty -one
years, thus showing the prominence and confidence he holds in the community in
which he lives. He is now 69 years of age, and of course the most active part of
his life is spent, but he has left a record and history of success and confidence for
his children and future generations worthy of their imitation.
JACOB M. BROWN, farmer; P. O. Delisle was born the 1st of April, 1833,
he is the son of Caleb
in Darke Co., on an adjoining farm in Neave Township
Brown, who was born in Tennessee, and with his father came to Indiana, near
Liberty, in about 1812, where they remained about one year, and then came and
located in Darke Co., where they remained till the death of his father at that
time it was a perfect wilderness, there being but two or three settlers in the neighborhood, and of course had to pass through all the hardships incident to such a
life.
Mr. Brown, the subject of this sketch, was united in marriage with Elizabeth
Eddington, in 1854, daughter of Charles Eddington, who with his father, were
among the first settlers of the county since which three children have been born
to them, and all are now living. Mr. Brown has been a very prominent man in business, having, in connection with his labors on the farm, carried on quite an extensive
trade in grain, buying and shipping very largely, last year shipping over 400 car
loads also buying and shipping much stock, and was at one time quite extensively
engaged in merchandising, all of which has given him an acquaintance and prominence in the community second, perhaps, to no other man in the township he is
also one of those who has amassed a fair and comfortable competency by his own
industry, hard labor and careful management of business, and who as an example
of a devoted and industrious worker and careful manager, stands forth as a bright
and shining" light, Worthy of the admiration of all young men.
JOHN II. CORWIN, farmer; 1*. 0. Arcanum was born in Warren Co., Ohio,
:

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

he was the son of Mathias and Margaret Corwin Mathias was born in
Kentucky his father's name was Joseph Corwin, who was a native of Pennsylvania
Margaret's father's name was Shnorf, and he was a native of Germany. Mr. Corwin.
the subject of this sketch, was united in marriage in 1842, with Maria Weaver.
daughter of Larken and Susan Weaver, who arc further spoken of in the sketch of
William Weaver they first settled in Preble Co., Ohio, but moved from there to
this county in 1855, and located upon the place on which he now lives; they have
had born to them six children, five of whom are now living, viz.: Mary Jane, born
Jan. 30, 1843 Mathias, born April 24, 1847 Abigail, born April 13, 1849 Susan
and all are married
M., born Nov. Ill, 1853, and William 0., born June 28, 1860
in

1819

;

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

:
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settled in life except the youngest, who is still single and living at home.
Mr. Corwin located in 1855 upon his present farm, there was but very little
cleared up; he had to commence and clear up and improve, and in doing so, of

and

When

course went through all the hardships incident to the opening of a farm in a new
country, and particularly so, as he started with the small capital of 80 acres of unimproved land
but by Lard labor and diligently attending to business, he has
increased in property and wealth, until now he is the owner of 535 acres of land,
with good buildings, and everything for the convenience and comfort of life and,
in connection with this, he has paid $2,100 for free pikes, and $1,600 for ditching
and draining this has all been accomplished since 1855, which has certainly been
Mr. Corwin
sufficient to declare Mr. Corwin a model farmer and business man
has always taken an active part in political matters, being a stanch Republican,
but has never desired or held office we feel justified, in summing up this brief
sketch of Mr. Corwin, to say that he is most truly a representative man of Van Buren
Township, and one worthy of imitation by all young men, for all generations in
future, and desire thus to place his record upon the pages of this history, there to
;

;

;

;

;

remain

for all time to

come.

WILLIAM DAVIS,

was born in Butler Co., Ohio, in
carpenter, Arcanum
the son of Hugh and Christi Ann Davis Hugh was born in South Carolina, and his wife in Virginia
they came to Ohio, with their parents, in a very
early day, so early that at that time they could enter Government land, near CinMr. Davis, the subject of this sketch, came to Darke
cinnati, at $1.25 per acre.
he was married in 1849, to Mary Ann Shaffer, daughter of David and
Co. in 1856
Susannah Shaffer, who were born in Pennsylvania Mary Ann came with her
parents to Ohio in an early day they are the parents of eight children, seven of
whom are living, viz., John W., David, Susanna. William H., Pharan. Mary Jane
and Thomas. When Mr. Davis fii*st came to this county, he located in Butler
Township, where he remained one year, and then moved to Van Buren Township
he located at his present place of residence in 1861 when he came here, he opened
out in the woods, and built a small house, and, in order to move into it, had to cut
a road through the woods to get to his house he has 1 acre of land, and since he came
there has cleared it up and built a comfortable house and barn, so that he has a pleasant little home. He has always followed the trade of a carpenter, and has had the
pleasure of seeing the country improve around him, and the old log buildings of
the early settlers disappear, and fine frame and brick buildings take their place
and he, as a good mechanic, has had a goodlv share of the work to do.
1821

;

he
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WILLIAM DREW,

farmer P. 0. Delisle was born in Van Buren Township
and is the son of Robert Drew, who was born in New Jersey, March 29,
1807, and moved to Darke Co. about 1825, and located here when there were but
few settlers in the township. Mr. Drew, the subject of our sketch, was the third of
twelve children, five sons and seven daughters, nine of whom are now living. Mr.
Drew was united in marriage to Mary Bitner, daughter of John Bitner she was
born in Darke Co. March 9. 1837; they first settled at Delisle. on the place now
owned by S. W. AUread, where they remained two yeai'S then moved to a farm in
the neighborhood for a short time, then back again, and engaged in merchandising
about six months; then sold out and moved to present place of residence, where
they have since resided and followed farming, except two years, in which he was
They are parents of nine children, six of wrnom are
in mercantile trade in Delisle.
now living, viz., Rosetta, Abraham. Franklin, Elmer, Nora and Edward. Mr.
Drew has gained a good competency, being owner of 280 acres of excellent land,
Mr.
all except 80 acres of which were made by his own energy and industry.
Drew is at present Township Treasurer, thus showing not only that with his industry and perseverance he has accumulated quite a property, but also has the confidence of the community in which he lives, by the trust they have placed in his
hands this being another example to the rising generation of what indefatigable
;

;

in 1834,

;

;

;

industry, together with honorable dealings with his fellow-men.

may

accomplish.
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Mr. Drew

is

n

member

of the United Brethren Church, with which he has been

identified since 1807.

POLLY FORD

P.

;

0. Jaysville

;

was the wife of Mordecai

Polly Ford

who was born in Kentucky in 1807, and came to this county with
his mother when quite young, his father having died while in the Indian war.
Mr. Ford remained with his mother until the year 1820, when he was united in

8.

Ford,

marriage with Polly Tillman, daughter of John Tillman, and located near her
over the line in Preble Co., where they lived about two years, then
bought the land upon which she now resides they moved hei'e into a little, log
house, and just a few trees cleared away, so as to give a foot-hold for future labor
Mr. Ford took hold with an indomitable will to make a
in clearing up a farm
home and to try to gain some of the comforts of life and coupled with this, and
during the most of his life, while struggling for the temporal interests of his family.
he was not unmindful of his spiritual interests, and those of his family and the
community in which he mingled, having given his life early to Christ, and taking
upon himself as his disciple to preach the Gospel to his dying fellow-men. in which
work he remained until his death he also realized the importance of education,
and was engaged more or less as a teacher in the public schools he educated and
qualified each and every one of his children, who all became teachers.
During all
these labors, Mr. Ford brought his farm of 100 acres most of it into good cultivation, erected a good brick house, barn and other buildings convenient and comfortable
and finally, his
all this was done by indefatigable toil and industry
labors being done, at the call of his Divine Master, whom he had served so
long and faithfully, he departed this life Nov. 23, 1867, to reap the reward of his
labors in that better land ''from whose bourn no traveler returns," and where no*
toils or cares ever come.
They were the parents of fourteen children, nine of
whom are now living, viz.; John, Henry, Delilah, Nancy, Worley, Martha, Ro} ston,
Mary and Lydia A. M.; all married and settled in life except John, Mary and
Lydia, the two latter remaining at home with their mother; four of the sons
became practicing physicians. Mrs. Ford is now 70 years of age, enjoying very
good health, and may live many years yet to enjoy the fruits of their united
labors, and the society of her kind and loving children.
LEVI FOURMAN, farmer P. 0. Arcanum was born in Darke Co., in
1852 is a son of John and Sarah Fourman John was born in Pennsylvania and
Sarah in Montgomery Co., Ohio they came to this county in an early day, as
given in sketch of John Fourman in this book.
Levi Fourman was married in
1876 to Sarah Reichard, daughter of William and Nanc} C. Reichard, who were
from Preble Co., Ohio they have one child, viz., Lily Florence Levi is the fifth
child of John Fourman, who when married, located where he now lives, upon 80
acres of fine land given him by his father, and upon which he has built a good twostory frame house, and a large barn and other buildings for convenience and comfort, and is now as well fixed to live comfortable and happy as many who have
toiled for years to make their home
and, if he follows the footsteps of his father
in industry and good management, he will in all probability become a wealthy and
prominent citizen of his township.
JOHN FOURMAN, farmer P. O. Arcanum was born in Pennsylvania in
1820 his parents were John and Catharine Fourman, both natives of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Fourman came to this county with his parents, where they lived and
died
he was the second in a family of eight children, all of whom are living. He
was married in 1845 to Sarah, daughter of Jacob and Sarah Raker, both born in
Pennsylvania. John and Sarah Fourman have had born to them fifteen children,
twelve of whom are now living, viz., Susannah, Jacob, Henry, Levi, Sarah, Samuel, Ananias. David, John. Allen, Emanuel and Elizabeth.
They located on the
farm, where they now live, in 1846
they cut the first stick of timber, made an
opening, and built a small frame house with lumber sawed from a mill of their
own • put up" when the} first entered the county from this beginning they toiled
father's, just

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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;
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improvements,
on enduring the hardships and deprivations, gradually making
he at one time had 1,000 acres of land, but has
till now he has 241 acres of land
thus
still owns
given to his children, to settle on, all but the 241 acres, which he
what an amount
showino- what an immense amount of labor has been performed,
his children in life.
of property accumulated, and what a fine start he has given
on the pages of
record
upon
stand
will
theirs
of
life
useful
This industrious and
children's children, for all
this history as a memorial for their children and their
;

;

time to come.

.

farmer and gunsmith P. 0. Gettysburg was born in
Jacob
1830 in Montgomery Co., Ohio his parents were Jacob and Sarah Marker
maiden
her
Ohio
Co.,
Montgomery
in
Sarah
and
in
1803,
was born in Maryland
name was Shively, and she was born in 1809 they came to this county in 1835.

GEORGE MARKER,

;

;

;

;

;

;

who
the subject of this sketch, was married, in 1852, to Lydia Ebert,
came
was born in 1835 she was the daughter of William and Mary Ebert, who
children,
from Pennsylvania at an early day they have had born to them eleven
George
Jane,
Anna
Elizabeth,
Mary
Luther,
Isaac,
viz.,
living,
now
ei<dit of whom are
They located upon the
Calvin, Dora Margaret, Jacob Wm. and Lewis Hiram.
timfarm where they now reside, containing 55 acres of land, with not a stick of
made
a
thus
and
cabin,
log
up
a
put
land,
of
piece
ber cut cleared out a small
clearing up
foothold to what is now their home, and then continued to work on,
farmand improving, as time and means would permit, till now they have a good
acres
house, a large^'fine barn, and other buildings convenient and comfortable, 40
When he commenced life, he had about $700, and
cleared and^well cultivated.
indusfrom this start he has accumulated a handsome property by hard labor and
can place upon the pages of this book as a worthy example to the

Mr Marker

;

;

;

try,

which we

voung and

rising generation.

farmer; P. 0. Delisle was born in Cumberland Co., Penn.,
being the eldest of seven children, three boys and four girls, the brothand leaving no heirs but
ers dying shortly after reaching their manhood, unmarried,
Mehaffie they
the four listers are all living his parents were John and Elizabeth
his
latter in 1803
the
in
1800,
born
was
former
the
Pennsylvania,
of
are natives
grandparents were John and Martha Mehaffie the grandfather was a cosmopolite,
on their way from
beino- born upon the Atlantic Ocean, his parents being then
was born in
grandmother
the
children
four
of
one
being
he
Ireland to America,
about
Juniata Co., Penn.; her maiden name was Hoag the grandfather was born
about 1838, and
dying
grandfather
the
1770
about
grandmother
the
and
1763,
died in October,
the grandmother in 1846 the father of the subject of this sketch,
in 1851
1854 his mother is still living. Mr. Mehaffie came to Preble Co., Ohio,
united
was
he
where
Pennsylvania,
to
returned
then
years,
three
remained about
John and Margaret Vanasdin marriage, in the same year, to Eleanor, daughter of
her mother was the daughter of William and
len, both natives of Pennsylvania
Ireland in an early day, and came to this
from
Rebecca Steele, who emigrated
Mehaffie
county with one child Rebecca Steele was the daughter of Taggart Mr.
then
years
three
about
lived
they
where
Ohio,
Preble
Co.,
to
wife
his
returned with
moved to Montgomery Co., where they remained till August, 1872, when they came
Mr. Mehaffie was favored
to Darke Co., on the farm on which they now reside
the honorable and useful
took
he
age
of
was
he
before
and
with a good education,
year for
occupation of teaching school, which occupation he has followed every
in the
was
he
what
but
time,
that
during
winter
one
missing
not
years,
thirty
school-room during this time, when not engaged in teaching, was raising tobacco
purand farming the farm upon which he now lives, consisting of 80 acres, he
buildings
no
with
in
1872,
of
$5,000.
cost
a
at
Arcauum,
of
Smith,
John
chased of
J. B.

MEHAFFIE,

;

May 27, 1826,

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

the house,
except a small log- house Mehaffie has since built a large addition to
and has built a fine large barn and other outbuildings for convenience and coinfarm,
has greatly improved and cleared up the land, till now he has a fine
fort
six children,
with 65 acres in good cultivation; they have had born co them
;

;
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now living, viz., Horace W., William C, Margaretta, Elizabeth, Clara E. and
Myrta, the oldest. Horace, being married and settled in life, and the others yet
single and at home
Mr. Mehaffie has never desired or taken any active part in
political matters he is now, however, Township Clerk
Mr. Mehaffie and wife are
active members of the United Brethren Church, having been members of the same
for twenty years.
JOSEPH GORDON MILLER, carpenter and farmer, Sec. 2 P. 0. Poplar
Ridge son of John Phillips Miller and Rachel Baldwin, was born about five miles
northwest from Taneytown, Carroll Co., Md., July 12, 1824, and settled in Adams
Township, September, 1845. Was united in marriage with Rachel Trowbridge, in
all

;

;

;

;

;

Van Buren Township,

—

Sept. 20, 1840
children's names
John W. T., David B.
Simon F., James H., Rachael M. J. In the fall of 1845, was
examined by David Beers, John
harry and Dr. Briggs and from them received a
certificate to teach school
was elected to the office of Justice of the Peace August,
859, and served six terms served five or six terms as Trustee of this township when
the militia was organized, was elected Captain for this township, and received his
commission.
Has been a resident of Sec. 2, Van Buren Township, since 1822.
JOHN J. OSWALT, farmer P. O. Arcanum a native of Germany was born
in 1836
he is the son of Martin and Anna M. Oswalt. Mr. Oswalt came to
America in 1852, when 16 years of age after being here about eighteen months,
he returned to Germany for his mother and two sisters, his father being dead
brought them here and located in Franklin Township, this county, in 1854. He
was united in marriage in 1862, to Elizabeth, daughter of Elias and Mary Baker,
who were both natives of Montgomery Co., Ohio they have had eleven children,
all living, viz., Delilah, Elias, Sarah, Anna Magdalene, Mary Ellen, John Henry.
Morton, Lydia, Elizabeth, Charles Ellsworth and William David they located upon
the farm upon which they now live, the next spring after they were married, having
at that time bought 80 acres all in the woods; this was the beginning in clearing up
the land to make a home, and by industry and hard labor they have now a fine
farm, having bought 80 acres more, making in all 160 acres of good land, and about
115 acres in a good state of cultivation this has all been accomplished, together
with raising a large family of children, by diligent and earnest labor, coupled with
good management and frugality and we are pleased to place this record upon the
pages of this history, as a bright and shining example which may be read by his
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Eleonor

;
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children's children, and all future generations, in all time to come.
PEARSON, farmer P. 0. Jaysville one of the old pioneers of
Darke Co.; was born in South Carolina in 1806, and when about 6 years of age,
came with his mother (his father having died when he was but an infant), to
Ohio and settled in Warren Co., where he remained till about 15 years of age,
when they settled in Darke Co.; at the time Mr. Pearson came here, it was a
perfect wilderness
in most directions there were no settlers within twelve to

ALLEN

;

;

;

miles of him, and many Indians roamed through the forests at that time,
they would pack their corn to mill for a distance of twenty miles or more. Mr.
Pearson was united in marriage in 1827, to Mary, daughter of Moses Arnold, also
from South Carolina, who came here prior to Mr. Pearson, hence making them
among the very oldest settlers of Darke Co. to them eleven children have been
born, of whom only four are now living, viz., Maria. Mary Ann, Edney and
Westley the children are married and settled in life, the three daughters in this
county, and Westley in Illinois.
Mr. Pearson and wife are among those industrious old pioneers, who came here poor and endured all the hardships incident to
such life, in fact, endured perhaps more than most of other residents as an illustration
when they came here they constructed a little log hut, with an opening
to answer for an entrance, and hung up an old quilt for a door
this was early in
the summer of 1818
the floor of the house was the "mother earth ;" they had
no chimney, but built their fire on the ground, in the middle of the room in this
manner, they lived till fall, when some little improvements were made from this
fifteen

;

;

;

—

;

;

;

;

;
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commencement, step by step, they advanced along life's journey, gradually making
such improvements as their wants and means demanded and would justify, till, at
the present time, they have 200 acres of land, and about three-quarters of it under
cultivation, a good brick house, good barns, etc., with all necessary comforts of
of what industry, coupled with
life, thus being an example to rising generations
frugality, will accomplish.

farmer P. 0. Jaysville was born in Huntingdon
came with his father to Ohio in the same year, being only 2
father, David Robeson, located first on the Miami River, about

WILLIAM ROBESON,
Co., Penn., in

months old

;

1817
his

;

;

;

eight miles below Dayton, where he remained about sixteen years, when, in 1833.
lived till his
he° moved to Darke Co. and located in Butler Township, where he
Mr. Robeson, the subject of
death, which occurred three years after, or in 1836.
He was married to
this sketch, resided on the home place about seventeen years.
Esther Don^an in 1849 she was the daughter of Isaac Dongan and was born in
Butler Co. in 1828. In 1852, Mr. Robeson bought the farm upon which he now
resides and moved on to it the same year, there being about 30 acres cleared and
by hard labor and industry, he now has a
a small cabin erected upon the same
There have been thirteen
fine farm of 140 acres, 85 acres being under cultivation.
children born to them, and only four of them now living, viz., Isaac D., Eliza D. r
Mary Ann and Ida Ellen May two are married, and two remain single at home.
;

;

;

His wife died in May, 1874, since which time his daughters have taken charge of
Mr. Robeson has accumulated all his present wealth by
his household affairs.
dint of his own exertion, with the exception of 40 acres, which he received from
he gave his only son a start in life by giving him 44 acres of land he
his father
Mr. Robeson is now past 62 years of
is now married and settled upon the same.
age, and enjoying good health, and may live many years to enjoy the fruits of his
;

;

labors, and, perhaps, to

add

to his possessions.
farmer P. 0. Delisle

was born in Preble County,
had born unto them
his father and mother were natives
thirteen children, of whom ten are now living
of Preble County. Mr. Shields was the second child of his parents, and came with
them to Darke County in 1838, and located in Van Buren Township, where he has
lived to the present time, with the exception of three years, in which he lived north
of here about fifteen miles. In 1853, Mr. Shields was united in marriage with Mary
to them have been born eight children,
J., daughter of Caleb and Mary Brown
Mary Alice,
all of whom are now living, three boys and five girls, viz., Nancy,
Mr. Shields,
Caleb, Elizabeth, William L., Laura May, Ada and Donovan F.
though not one of the oldest, but yet an early settler, says he remembers well of
the many hunts after wolves, bears and various kinds of game, which were then so

PATRICK SHIELDS,

Ohio, in 1831

;

and Elizabeth

his parents, Isaac

;

;

Shields,

;

;

Mr. Shields commenced farming twenty-seven years ago, with a capital
plentiful
of $80, one cow and half a dozen chickens, and from this small beginning has, by
industry, frugality, skill and management, advanced step by step toward success, till
now he is the owner of 221 acres of land, all under cultivation, and as good land as any
in the township has a good, two-story frame house, nearly new, and everything conDuring all this labor, Mr. Shields paid in support of the
venient and comfortable.
he is still a man in middle age, and. with the
about
rebellion
$1,600
the
war of
fine competency he has obtained, the ability with which he handles his means, the
industrious habits, and interesting family he has to help him on, he will in all
he is a
probability arise to a prominence among the residents of the county
living example in correct business habits for his children and future generations
;

;

;

_

;

in time to come.

ISAAC M. SHIELDS, farmer P. O. Arcanum was born in this county and
township in 1846 his parents were Isaac and Elizabeth Shields, natives of Preble
Mr.
County, further record of whom is made in sketch of Patrick Shields.
Shields was married in 1864 to Ellen, daughter of Mathias and Amanda Weaver,
Mr. Shields
further record of whom is made in sketch of Amanda Weaver.
;

;

;
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has always followed farming, having bought and sold several farms, upon which
he lived for longer or shorter times, until, in the spring of 1874, he bought the
farm where he now lives, and moved on to it in spring of 1875, since which he
has built a large brick house, a very tine barn and made other improvements, and
has now one of the finest residences in the township. When Mr. Shields started in
he is now owner of 280 acres of land, 220 now
life, he had no capital of any amount
under good cultivation this large property with all improvements he has become
owner of by hisown activity, industry and shrewd management, and is still a young
man of 33 years of age, just in the prime of life and, should his health be spared, he
He is
has every prospect of becoming one of the wealthiest men of the township.
the father of seven children, six being now living, viz., Amanda E., Isaac Mathias,
Susanna. Minnie llosella, Elva Mariah and William Ray. He was one of those who,
at the call of his country during the rebellion, allowed his patriotism to carry him
forward to its defense he enlisted early in the war in 1862, in the 110th Regiment, in Company B, 0. V. I., and served through the war, returning safely to his
loved ones at home.
In this sketch, we are pleased to put upon the pages of the
history of Darke County one of its citizens, a young man whose record shall
stand a bright and shining light of industry, success and true patriotism to his
children and children's children, and all future generations, as a worthy example
to follow
and if they do follow it, it will lead to the sure road to success and
;

;

;

;

;

prosperity.

WILLIAM TOWNSEND,
Township

farmer; P. 0.

Jaysville

;

was born

in

Neave

South Carolina, and
emigrated to Ohio in an early day, and located in Greene County, where he
remained a few years, then moved to Darke Co., Neave Township, where he lived until
his death
his settlement in the county was in the days of the pioneers, there
being but few settlements in the neighborhood he was the father of six children,
four of whom are now living.
William Townsend, the subject of this sketch, was
the youngest of the family
he lived with his father till his death, which occurred
when he was about 17 years of age then he remained with his mother till after
her death.
He was united in marriage in 1854, with Elizabeth, daughter of Jonas
Hartzell
she was born in Pennsylvania, and came to this county with her father
when she was about 2 years of age since their marriage, they have been blessed
with six children, all of whom are now living Mr. Townsend has followed the
honest and honorable occupation of farming during his life, with the exception of
about three years, in which he was engaged in the milling business he has, by
his own labor and industry, with a small inheritance from his father, obtained a
competency, having a fine quarter-section of land, mostly under cultivation.
He
is a prominent and active member of the United Brethren Church, with which he
has been connected for five years, and has had the pleasure of seeing the three
oldest of his children become worthy members of the church. Thus, while working
and accumulating this world's goods, he is also in the higher and uobler work of
trying to lay up treasures in heaven, and training up those under his charge in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord."
A LFRED TOWNSEND, farmer P. O. Jaysville was born in Van Buren
Township in 1834. on the place now owned by William Townsend his parents
were Jonathan and Susanna Townsend.
He was married in 1856, to Mary A.,
danghter of Isaac and Elizabeth Shields she was born in 1833 in Preble Co.,
Ohio, and moved with her parents to this county in 1836, being then about 3 years
of age she is the third in a family of ten children. Mr. Townsend was of a family
of four children, having two sisters and a half-brother, he being the youngest of
the three first born.
After Mr. Townsend was married, he followed farming on
rented farms till 1868, when he bought 80 acres, on which he now lives he added
40 acres to it in 1875, making him now owner of 120 acres. They are the parents
often children, four boys and six girls, all of whom are living, and ranging from
3 to 23 years of age, viz., Sarah E., Andrew J., William H, Ida May, Mary Bell,
in

1830

:

his father,

James Townsend, was born

in

;

;

;

;

;

;

;
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Isaac Edward, Josephine, J]ffaretta, George Alfred and Martha Ford. Mr. Townis one of those who has had his " ups and downs " he was early thrown upon
his own resources, but had been favored with a good education
has followed
teaching school nearly every winter he first taught school before he was 16 years
of age he has now a good farm of 85 acres in cultivation, with good buildhe has held several township offices, such
ings, very comfortable and convenient
as Assessor. Clerk and Trustee, thus showing that not only has he been successful
in life, but has the confidence of the community in which he lives by the trusts
confided in him.
Mr. Townsend is one of those who, during the late war the
rebellion
took up arms in the defense of his country's rights and its flag, having
enlisted in the 152d 0. V. I., Co. I., entering as Orderly Sergeant, in which
capacity he served four months he was then promoted to First Lieutenant in the
O. N. Cr., in which he served till honorably discharged, thus proving himself a true
soldier and a patriot in time of his country's danger.
was the wife of Mathias Weaver,
P. O. Arcanum
who was born in Preble Co., Ohio, in 1821, and Amanda Weaver was born
in Butler Co.. Ohio, in 1828 his father, Larkin Weaver, was a native of Virginia
Mrs. Weaver's father, Lewis Blackmail, was a native of England, who came to this
country at an early day. Mathias Weaver was married to Amanda Blackman in
1844, and moved to Darke Co., Van Buren Township, about 1845, and located on
the place upon which she now lives
the land was then all a wilderness they
cut away the timber and built a little log house, so as to shelter them from the
weather, with a few boards up in the loft, where they kept their meat and provisfrom this beginning, they labored on until 1873 they then had a good
ions, etc
farm of about 100 acres, nearly all in cultivation. Mr. Weaver was taken sick,
and died Oct. 20. 1873 since which time she has remained a widow, and carried
on farming with industry and ability, which has enabled her to keep her family
together with her, and to enjoy the home and comforts which they had by their
united efforts and industry obtained prior to his death. They were the parents of
nine children, all of whom are living, viz., Ellen, Emma, Maria, Mary Jane, Susan,
Lydia Ann, Lucinda Josephine, Lewis Edward and William Harve}' four are
married and settled in life the other five single and at home with their mother,
We should mention that they
to cheer her on her way through the journey of life.
had accumulated 180 acres of land prior to Mr. Weaver's death, 80 acres of which
has been divided among the four married children—thus giving them a capital on
which to begin their business life.
WILLIAM WEAVER, farmer P. 0. Arcanum was born in Madison Co..
his parents were Larkin and Susannah Weaver.
Mr. Weaver came
Va., in 1812
to Preble Co., Ohio, with his parents in 1820, and then moved to Darke Co., Van
Buren Township, and entered 80 acres of land, where he now lives. He was married in 1835 to Maiy, daughter of Charles and Jemima Harriman, natives of
when they came to Darke Co. upon their land, there was not a stick
Scioto, Ohio
of timber cut they made the first opening and built a small log house worked
and toiled on from year to year, enduring all the hardships incident to that day
from year to year they were enabled to see the forests disappear and the various
improvements take their place plenty and comfort take the place of want anil
scarcity, till now he is owner of 100 acres of excellent land, for which at one time he
was offered $100 per acre. They are the parents of eight children, four boys and
four girls, six of whom are now living, viz., Daniel, Eliza Jane. Jemima Ann,
Susan Etta, John H. and William Allen, all being married and settled in life,
except Susan Etta, who, having lost her husband, is at home keeping house for
her father, Mr. Weaver's wife having been dead thirty-two years, dying in 1848.
Mr. Weaver is now 68 years of age, is enjoying good health, has been a widower,
he is a very popular auctioneer and cries a
as stated above, for thirty-two years
great many sales through his neighborhood he is one of those jovial and jolly
old pioneers, who is kind hearted, notwithstanding his mam- odd ways in fact has
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been too kiml and accommodating for his own good, having had to pay $800
security money, and would warn his children and future generations to be guarded
on these points, and to take him as an example as to industry, frugality and honorable way of providing for life's interests.
EL 111 WEAVER, farmer, See. 2 P. 0. Gettysburg a son of Henry and
Susan Weaver was born in Adams Township. Darke Co.. in the year 1832 was
united in marriage with Sarah Weaver, of Adams Township, Darke Co., 1807
Edward and Harry.
they have two children
I

;

;

:

;

—

\

JACKSON TOWNSHIP.
ARCHARP,

farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 20 P. 0. Union City. The subWM.
ject of this memoir was born in County Limerick, Ireland, Nov. 12, 1835 when 7
years of age, he was left an orphan, and at 10 years of age, he came to America
with his uncle. Thomas Hoar, who located in Cincinnati, and placed William at
school, where he remained two years. At 12 years of age, he obtained employment
in the grocery trade, and followed the same for several years
in 1851, he went to
Piqua, and, after clerking there some four years, he associated with his employer
;

;

;

This partnership continued some
as partner, and located in Union City in 1855.
seven years, when Mr. Archard disposed of his interest and engaged in farming,
which business he has since followed, owning 325 acres of land adjacent to Union
City in 1874, he laid out 40 acres of his farm, now known as Archard's Addition
to Union City in 1877, he was elected and served one term as Trustee of Jackon
Township, and in 1878 was elected County Commissioner, which office he now
holds he is one of the self-made men of DarkeCo.; he commenced life without
capital upon arriving in Piqua, in 1851, his capital consisted of 25 cents, but he has.
since, by his own hard labor and correct business habits, placed himself among the
large landholders and successful farmer's of Darke Co.
His marriage with Maiy
A. Mauzy was celebrated in Union Cit} in 1857 they have one child by thisunion Josephine, now Mrs. Webster Brandon.
JACOB BEERY, retired farmer residence Sec. 15 P. O. Union City one
of the oldest settlers of Jackson Township born in Fairfield Co. Oct. 16, 1816
at 18 years of age, he commenced in life for himself, and learned and worked at
the cabinet and carpenter's trade until 1855, when he came to Darke Co., Ohio, and
located in Neave Township, and in 1865 came to Jackson Township and purchased
160 acres of land upon Sec. 13, where he has since lived he has now rented his
old homestead and is erecting a residence upon Sec. 15, which he intends making
his future home
he is Democratic in politics, but has never been an aspirant for
office, and has held none, save the office of Township Trustee
for three years, he
has taken a deep interest in the cause of religion, having, with his wife, been
a member of the German Baptist Church for upward of thirty years.
His marriage with Esther Voght was celebrated in Fairfield Co. in 1838
she was born in
the above county
ten children were the fruits of this union, of whom six are
7

;

;

;

;

T

;

—

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

now

living, viz., Aaron, Mary, Simeon, Absalom, Jacob F. and Almeda.
The
deceased were Jemima, Leah, Sarah C. and Isabella.
AMOS COOK, farmer. Sec 3:5 P. O. Union City one of the early
pioneers of Darke Co.
born in Chester Co.. Penn., in 1800 came to Darke Co.,
Ohio, in 1849, and purchased his present place of 120 acres, where he has since
lived lor a period of upward of thirty years
upon locating here, his present wellimproved place was a wilderness he has since, by his own hard labor, cleared 90
acres, which he lias placed under a good state of cultivation
at the above date,
deer, wolves, bears, wild turkeys and other game was here in abundance
he hauled
his productions to Pickaway, where he disposed of his wheat at 50 cents per bushel.
:

;

:

;

;

;

;

;

;
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and loaded back with groceries, salt, etc. He has been twice married, his first wife
was Elizabeth Knofsinger she was born in Preble Co. nine children were the
fruits of this union, of whom six are now living, viz., Henry, Eli, Daniel, Amos,
John and Mary his second wife was Jane Davidson, also a native of Preble Co.
Mr. Cook was a son of
they have two children by this union, Harvey and Noah.
Henry Cook, who was born in Germany, and married Catharine Fouch. also of
German descent they both died in Pennsylvania Mr. Cook now owns 200 acres
of land in Jackson Township commencing with a capital of $35, he has since
accumulated all of the above by his own exertions the energy and perseverance
displayed by Mr. Cook are well worthy of example 1)}- the young men of the present
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

day.

JOSEPH EICHELBERGER,

farmer and Justice of the Peace, Sec. 15
this memoir was born in Cumberland Co.,
Penn., Feb. 22, 1820 at 13 years of age, he engaged as clerk in the hardware trade
he then folat Harrisburg. which position he filled until lie attained his majority
lowed farming in Pennsylvania until 1869, at which date he emigrated to Ohio, and
he owns 160 acres
located upon Sec. 15, Jackson Township, where he now lives
of land with good farm buildings, which he has accumulated by his own hard labor
and correct business habits. Of township and school offices, he has had his full
share, having held the office of Township Trustee two years, School Director nine
His maryears and Justice of the Peace three years, which office he now holds.
riage with Caroline Brenizer was celebrated in Cumberland Co., Penn., upon the
12th of November. 1843 she was born in the above count}* they were the parents of nine children, of whom seven are now living, viz., Mary M., Joseph E.,
Washington L., Jane A., James B., Laura V. and Cora A.
DR. BENJAMIN W. EVANS, farmer and physician. Sec. 3; P. O.
Union City one of the early pioneers of Darke Co. born in Delaware Co., Ohio,
Feb. 28, 1815 his father, Montgomery Evans, removed with his family from Delaware to Williams, now Defiance Co., Ohio, in 1817, and was the first white family
that settled in the Maumee Valley, and here he took up land, upon which he lived
he suffered all the privations and harduntil his decease, which occurred in 1847
ships of frontier life his milling at first was done at Pickaway, a distance of upward of 100 miles his marketing being done in the same place the Doctor lived
with his parents until 1843, when he removed to Miami Co., and in 1847 came to
In 1846.
Darke Co., and is consequently one of the old settlers of this count}7
Mr. Evans commenced the study of medicine in Shelby Co., and was one of the
first physicians in the north part of that county, and has always followed his prohe was one of the organizers of the first
fession, and has not yet given it up
Medical Board of Darke Co., and remained a member for many years. Upon Nov.
14, 1863, he enlisted as a private in the 124th I. V. I., and went forward to battle
after serving as private a short time, he was promoted to hospital
for the Union
steward, which position he held until the close of the war during his term of servhe served in the
ice, he was never absent from duty nor received a furlough
Atlanta campaign, under Sherman, and was with the above General in North
he, with his sons, are strong Republicans,
Carolina at the surrender of Johnston
and, to use the Doctor's expression, he always votes as he fought his first vote for
His marriage, with Rebecca E. Peters
President, was for William H. Harrison.
was celebrated May 11. 1848 she was born in Hawkins Co., Ohio. Dec. 26, 1826
they were the parents of six children, of whom five are now living, viz., Zeletta F.,
Ida Z., Segisamar L., Aaron L., Mahlon O. the deceased, Ella E., died at 3 years
of age. The Doctor is a very genial gentleman, and manifested toward the writer
a very liberal spirit of hospitality, which is characteristic of his nature as well as
of frontier life.
DR. JAMES H. FAHNESTOCK, physician and surgeon, Sec. 21 P. 0. Union
The subject of this memoir was born in Miami Co., Ohio, Feb. 14, 1842
City.
he was the son of Ephraim Fahnestock, who was born in Perry Co., Penn., in 1812,
P. 0.

Union
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The subject of

City.

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

.

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES-

738

to Ohio with his parents when quite young, and is now retired from
he married Elizabeth Billingsby Jan. 6,
active labor, with a residence at Dayton
Dr. James H. obtained a common-school educashe died July 29, 1873.
1836
tion, and. at 13 years of age, commenced the study of medicine, to which he gave
at 19 years of age, he entered the Eclectic Medical
his attention for six years
Institute at Cincinnati, and graduated from the same in 18G3, and, in 1865, he
graduated from the Southern Medical Institute, at Memphis, Tenn. he then gave
his attention to farming until 1874, when he located in Darke County, and, in 1877,
commenced the practice of medicine, which profession he has since followed, with
the Doctor called the attention of the writer to a
a rapidly increasing practice
curiosity in the shape of an old-fashioned clock, manufactured in Germany in
1753, which has been handed down from generation to generation, until it now has
become the property of the Doctor, who places great value upon the same as an
His marriage with Margaret Benson was celebrated in Randolph Co.,
heirloom.
she was a native of Maryland they have six children, viz., Clare
Ind., in 1868

and came

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

E Dona
,

M., Charles B., Elizabeth A., George W. and Carl.
P. 0. Union City
farmer, Sec. 33
R.

one of the early
HAND,
WILLIAM
about
pioneers of Jackson Township born in Somerset Co., N. J., Dec. 6, 1820
the year 1840, he, with his father, Gilbert R. Hand, emigrated to Ohio and located
upon Sec. 33, Jackson Township, where he has had a continuous residence of
nearly forty years, and is consequently one of the oldest settlers about the year
1862. the decease of his father occurred, since which time the subject of this
sketch has lived upon the old farm and devoted his attention to agricultural purHe married Mary Bolin, and they have two sons William, born Sept. 29,
suits.
he now owns upward of 60 acres of land, under
1864, and Joseph, Nov. 30, 1868
;

;

;

;

;

—

;

a wood state of cultivation.

ROBERT

HARTMAN,

P. O. Union City
born in Clerfarmer, Sec. 3
1824; his father, Samuel Hartman, was born in Middlesex
Co. N. J., March 19, 1790 in 1795, he emigrated with his parents to Kentucky,
and in 1801, came to the Territory of Ohio and located in Clermont County he
died May 13, 1862, upon the old homestead, where he located sixty-one years
previous- his first wife was Sarah Dunham she died in Brown Co., Ohio, in 1841,
The subject of this sketch was
leaving eight children, of whom two now survive.
raised to farm labor until 1 8 years of age the following six years he devoted to
farming and carpentering in February, 1856, he came to Darke County, and is
classed among the old settlers, having been a resident for nearly a quarter of a
He married Abigail Jones in 1849 she died in 1860, leaving one childcentury.
Franklin D. His marriage with Mary E. Marsh was celebrated in Darke County
she came to Darke County with her father, William Marsh, in 1853,
Jan. 23, 1862
where her father died after a residence of ten months. The children of Robert S.
and Mary E. (Marsh) Hartman were eight in number, of whom four are deceased
The great-grandthe living are William T., Nancy E., Robert M. and George W.
mother of Robert S. Hartman, Ann Hutchinson, born March 16, 1700 (old style),
was the mother of William Hutchinson, whose daughter Mary married Christopher Hartman in April, 1777 William Hutchinson was born Dec. 13, 1724; Catherine (Vohn) Hutchinson, his wife, was born May 17, 1731 their children were Mary,
born March 24, 1755 William, March 12, 1757 Hannah, Aug. 9, 1759 Robert,
July 26, 1763 Sylvester, April 20, 1765 Aaron. May 17. 1767 Ezekiel, Oct. 18,
1769: Ann, July 8, 1772 Catherine, Jan. 3, 1775. The grandfather of Robert S.
Hartman was Christopher Hartman, born May 6, 1750 Mary Hutchinson, his
they were the parents of eight children William,
wife was born March 24, 1755
born Feb. 17, 1778 Isaac, Sept. 2, 1779 Rebecca, June 3, 1781 Elizabeth, May
Katharine, Sept. 27, 1785 Samuel, March 19, 1790 Fanny. March 5,
22, 1783
1793 Rachael, Dec. 29, 1796. Samuel Hartman, the father of Robert S. Hartman,
his first wife was Sarah Dunham, who was the mother of
was twice married
Robert S. she died in Brown Co., Ohio, in 1841 of eight children, only two now
'
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his second wife was Mrs. Elizabeth (Huntington) Browning, married Oct.
17,1844; four children were born to them Sarah F., born Aug. 4, 1845; Jane
Emily C, April 10, 1849 Nancy E., April 13, 1851.
A., May 12, 1847
JACOB HUNCHBERGER, merchant blacksmith and farmer, Sec. 14;
the gentleman whose name heads this sketch, was born in
P. 0. Union City
Lancaster Co., Penn., Feb. 8, 1824 his father, Jacob Hunchberger, Sr.. was born
in the same county in 1784, and is now living in Montgomery Co., Ohio, at the
advanced age of 95 years he married Mary Dravenstadt who was born in the
above county, and died in Fayette Co., 111., at 60 years of age. The subject of this
sketch followed farming in Pennsylvania until 19 years of age, when he learned and
worked at the blacksmith trade in Wayne Co., Ohio, three years he then followed
the blacksmith trade for himself in Ashland Co., until 1858, at which date he came
to Darke Co., Ohio in 1870, he located upon his present place, where he has 66
acres of land, with blacksmith-shop, store and farm buildings in 1874, he connected
the merchandise trade with his other business, devoting his personal attention largely
to this branch of his business, while his son, who is a first-class blacksmith,
He was married in 1851, in Ashland Co.,
attends to that branch of his business.

survive

—

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

Ohio, to

Mary

Crouse.

They

Boze

;

Loa D. and

whom

Avere the parents of nine children, of

daughters and one son are now living,

viz.,

Cornelius D., Florence,

now

three
Mrs. J. C.

Hattie.

CHARLES NEGLEY,

farmer P. 0. Union City the subject of this memoir
one of the representative men of Darke Co.; he was born in St. Louis, Mo., in
1839 he came to Ohio when 6 years of age and located in Jackson Township,
Darke Co., and after a residence of two years removed to Preble Co., where he was
engaged in the stone-cutting business until he attained his majority in 1861, he
returned to this county and located in Union City, where he was engaged in various
mercantile and real estate speculations until 1875 he was then elected by the Senhe was
ate, Assistant Sergeant at Arms of the State Senate, serving 1874 and 1875
re-elected to the same office and served through the term of 1877 and 1878 in 1877,
he was elected Mayor of Union City, Ind., and in 1879 was elected representative to
His marriage with Marthe State Legislatui'e of Ohio, which office he now holds.
Iuka,
garet Gard was celebrated in 1861. in Union City they have eight children
Frank, Rockey C. Kerby R,, Katie. Charles Webber, Clara. Casshie.
WILLIAM PARENT, farmer,' Sec. 32 P, O. Union City. Ind one of the
he emiearly pioneers of Darke Co.; born in Monmouth Co.. N. J., Nov. 15, 1804
grated to Ohio, with his parents, about the year 1812, and located in German
Township, Darke Co.; in 1824, he entered 120 and purchased 160 acres of land at
in April, 1858, he came to Jackson TownHill Grove, in Washington Township
Mr. Parent comship and purchased 116 acres of land, where he has since lived.
menced in life without means he purchased his first land from the proceeds of his
he now owns upward
labor at cutting and splitting rails at 25 cents per hundred
of 350 acres of land, with good farm buildings, secured by his own exertions he
has suffered all the hardships and privations of frontier life, has frequently hauled
oats, wheat, and pork to Cincinnati, selling oats at 10 and wheat at 60 cents per
bushel, and pork at $1.25 per one hundred pounds, loading back with groceries,
His marriage with Hannah Elsten was celebrated Feb. 18, 1829 she
salt, etc.
was born in Orange Co.. N. J. and died Oct. 22, 1875, at the advanced age of 64
they were the parents of eight children, of
years 10 months and 22 days
whom seven now survive, viz., John, George, Sarah, Elizabeth. Samuel. Harrison and Ameiy the deceased, Accha. lived to grow up and become the mother of
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three children.

FREDERICK
City,

Ohio

;

commenced

born

in

C.

SCHNEIDER, car inspector of the

Hamburg, Germany, Jan.

30,

C. &I. R. R. Union
when 14 years of age, he
same until 1 853. when he emi-

1826

G, C,

;

;

the carpenter's trade, and followed the
grated to America, landing in Quebec, thence to Buffalo and Cleveland, where he
was employed in the car shops of the L. S. & M. S. R. R. for several months, then
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two years, manufacturing cars, and in 1855, he came to Union City,
and has since been Car Inspector of the C, C, C. & I. R. R. for upward of a
quarter of a century he attends to the inspection of all of the cars of the above
He married Elizabeth
road with the assistance of eight men under his charge.
Jacoby in October 1855 she was born in Prussia Jan. 10, 1837 they have two children by this union Charles, born Dec. G, 1856, now conductor on the Bee Line, and
William, born April 21, 1859, now brakeman on the D. & U. passenger.
Mr.
Schneider was a son of Frederick H. Schneider, who was born in Mecklenburg, Germany was a baker and grain dealer, died in 1869, in Hamburg; he married Anna
Gotshe, born in Altona, near Hamburg she died in 1848 in Hamburg they had four
sons and two daughters, of whom the subject of this sketch was the oldest son.
DAVID W. SIGLER, Sec. 21 P. 0. Union City firm of Sigler, Fahnestock &
The subject of this sketch, though a
Co., proprietors of the Buck Horn Saw-Mill.
young man, may be considered an old settler he was born in Iowa, near Iowa
when less than 2 years of age, his father died,
City, upon the 19th of October, 1840
and he, with his mother, removed to Preble Co., Ohio, residing seven years. In
1849, they came to Darke Co., his mother died two years later, and he was left an
orphan, to carve out his own way in life his first employment was at a hotel at
Hill Grove, where he remained three }'ears
he then obtained employment upon a
farm until 1863, at which date he was employed in the above mill, and two years
later he purchased an interest, and in 1876, the above firm was formed with Mr.
Sigler as superintendent
their mill is one of the oldest steam saw-mills in
the county, and has a wide reputation.
He married Jarusha L. Benson, in 1865,
in Jackson Township, she was born in Maryland, and came to Ohio, with her
parents, at an early day
they have four children now living, having lost one by
death the living are Effie V., Mordecai 0., Jarusha J. and Mary the deceased,
Mary, died in infancy.
J. H. SNOOK, brick, tile and wagon stock manufacturer
Union City
born in Frederick Co., Md., Jul}' 2, 1829 at 19 years of age, he learned the tanner's trade, which he followed for seventeen years in Washington Co., Md.
he
then followed farming several years, and in the spring of 1875 he emigrated to
Ohio and located in Union City, where he engaged in the manufacture of brick,
and the first two years made upward of 700,000, for which he found a ready sale
in 1877, he purchased the tile factory of George Dutro and connected the same
with his other business
the quality of his tile is equal to any manufactured in
Darke Co., his sales amounting to $5,000 yearly, of tile alone he has also erected
a building 30x80. two stories high, for the purpose of manufacturing wagon
stock, to which he has added an engine room 30x40, with an engine of fifty-horsepower.
Mr. Snook is one of the most enterprising and active business men of
Union City and gives employment in his brick and tile factories to thirteen men.
which will be largely increased when his factory for the manufacture of wagon
stock is in full operation.
In 1853, he married Sylvia Keyser she died in 1803
his second wife was Lydia Dutro, a native of .Maryland
eight children by each
union, of whom nine sons and two daughters are now living, all of whom are
to Galion for
Ind.,
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who is a blacksmith at Hill (irove.
stock raiser. Sec. 13
P. O. Ansonia
one of
horn in Jackson Township. Darke Co.. Ohio. Aug. 1, 1839
his

living at home, except the second son,

ELIAS
the old

!!.

settlers

STRAIT, farmer and
;

;

;

;

was born in Bedford Co., Penn.. Sept. :S. L796, and in 1829
he came to Darke Co. and located upon the very place where Elias now lives and
where tie entered land, upon which he lived for nearly fifty years, until his decease,
which occurred Oct. 15. 1878; he married Kachael Jennings
she was horn in
Bedford Co., Penn., and died Deed. 1878 they were the parents of ten children.
father.

Richard

Strait,

;

;

The

subject of this sketch continued to live with his parents until he attained his
majority, and kindly eared and provided for them until their death
he now lives
upon the same place where he was horn, upon which he has just completed a new
he also owns 120 acres three-fourths of a mile from his home
frame residence
;

;

.
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He married Mary Peters in 1859 she died in
farm, now rented to a son-in-law.
Rachael, Martha and Ellen.
In 1866, he married
1865, leaving three daughters
Sarah Boerstler they have four sons and one daughter by this union, viz., Ira.
George, Amy, Harry and Levi. Mr. S. is a Republican has been Township Trushas been a member of the Christian Church twenty years
his
tee two years
wife and three elder children are also members of the same church.
JOEL STRAIT, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 13 P. 0. Hetslerville. Among
the early pioneers of Jackson Township we find the names of Richard and Joel
Richard Strait was the father of the subject of
Strait, who loeated here in 1829.
He married
this sketch, and was born in Pennsylvania in September, 1796.
Rachael Jennings in Pennsylvania, and at the early day above mentioned, located
in Darke County, where he took up Congress land upon which he lived
Joel
until his death, which occurred Oct. 15, 1878, aged upward of 82 years.
Strait was born in Perry Co., Ohio, upon the 6th of October, 1823; he lived
upon the farm of his father until after his marriage, when he located upon
Sec. 13, Jackson Township, where he has lived for a period of thirty-seven
years
he now owns 110 acres of well-improved land, with good farm buildhe is probably the oldest
ings his fine brick residence was erected in 1874
continuous resident of Jackson Township, having lived here for upward of half a
century.
He is a strong Republican has never been an aspirant for office, but
has held the offices of School Director, Constable and Township Trustee has
taken a deep interest in the cause of religion, having, with his wife, been member
of the Christian Church for twenty-two years, and has been a Deacon of the same
His marriage with Hannah Teeter was celebrated in 1843 in
for twenty years.
Randolph Co., Ind. nine children, of whom five are now living, viz., Francis M.,
Richard W., Milton 0., Joel F. and Alfred of the deceased three died in infancy,
and Harvey enlisted in the 94th O. V. I. for three years, and lost his life at Bowling Green while in defense of his countr}'
MARTIN YANDEN, retired manufacturer, merchant and farmer; P. O.
Union City, Ind. residence, Union City. Ind. one of the old settlers of Darke
Go. born in Gallia Co., Ohio, Feb. 23, 1809 at the age of 18, he commenced to
learn the trade of wagon and plow maker, and, after working at the same until 1833.
he engaged in the above business on his own account, and continued the same for
a period of thirteen years in 1846, he engaged in the mercantile trade at Gallipolis, continuing the same until 1858, when he emigrated to Ohio and located at
Union City, Darke Co., and has been a continuous resident of Darke Co. for
upward of twenty-one years. When Mr. V. located here, there were only two
he has witnessed the marvelous change of seeing
buildings upon Elm street
the same become the business street of the place, and his own residence and
store are built upon a part of his purchase of four lots, for which he at that time
paid $30, now worth $1,000 at the time of the purchase, however, they were
Upon the 1st of August, 1833, he was united in
located in a pond of water.
marriage with Rebecca Guy she was born in Virginia Aug. 3, 1806 six children
were the fruits of this union, of whom three are deceased the living are Margaret
A., Sarah J. and Julia M.
B. WENRICK, farmer and minister
P. 0. Union City
residence
This gentleman was born in Dauphin Co., Penn., upon the 26th of March.
Sec. 26.
1818 at 2 years of age, he removed with his parents to Cumberland Co., Penn.:
in 1836, he came to Montgomerj- Co., Ohio, and in 1838 located in Miami Co.
in
1841, he came to Darke Co., and, after a residence of six years, came to Darke Co.
and located in Jackson Township in the year 1847, where he has lived thirty-two
years within a distance of three-fourths of a mile in 1853, he commenced preaching, and has since continued the same in connection with farming
he now has
220 acres of land, with good farm buildings. Mr. Wenrick was a son of Thomas
and Esther (Brant) Wenrick his father was born in Pennsylvania, and died in
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his mother was also a native of Pennsylvania, and died
.Miami Co., Ohio, in 1853
few years after the death of her husband.
yOUNGr, farmer, grain merchant and ice dealer; P.O.Union
City tnd. one of the old settlers of Darke Co. born in Maryland Feb. 12, 1827.
;

a

SOLOMON

j

;

;

Joseph Young, emigrated from Maryland to Pennsylvania in 1829,
and in 1834 came to Darke Co., Ohio, and located some three miles east of Gettysburg; at 16 years of age Solomon Young obtained employment in the woolenmills in Miami Co.. continuing the same seven years
in 1852, he built a house in
Union City, placing the four corners of the same upon stumps he opened the
first butcher shop in Union City, Ohio, which he run for several years, a portion
of which time he also conducted the grocery and baker trade
in 1868, he located
upon his present place, and for three years engaged in the saw-mill business, in
connection with farming he has cleared 240 acres of land during the past eleven
years his home farm consists of 80 acres of well-improved land, with good farm
buildings, one-half mile from Union City
he has held the office of Assessor, and
is now Land Appraiser.
In 1864, he enlisted in the 152d 0. N. C, under the call
for 100-days men was elected and served as Second Lieutenant for the full term of
service of four months
in 1877, he connected the ice business, and is now also
largely engaged in buying and shipping grain to the Eastern markets, his warehouse being located between the tracks of the C, C, C. & I. and the P. C. & St. L.
R. R.'s.
He was united in marriage with Hulda Reed, at Versailles, Darke Co.
she was the daughter of Allen Reed, one of the early pioneers they were the
parents of nine children, of whom Amanda, William T., Gertrude, Lincoln, Petulia
and Solomon F., are now living the deceased were John, Mary E. and one who
his

lather.
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died in infancy.
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JAMES RAILEY, retired farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 4 P. 0. Stelvidio
was born in Bedford Co., Penn., June 16, 1814; his father, William Bailey, was
born in Pennsylvania June 20, 1776. and married Mary Imel she was born in
Maryland June 20, 1782, and now resides in Preble Co., Ohio he died April 13,
James, the subject of this sketch, moved to Darke Co. in the fall of 1839,
1861.
and lived in Brown Township until he moved to where he now resides, in Richland
Township, and has always followed his present avocation. He married Mary Ann
Teegarden Sept. 24, 1839, in Greenville she died
(?)by this union were ten
children, viz.: Julia Ann, born Sept. 16, 1840 Catherine, born Dec. 29. 1841 (deceased)
William H., born Jan 1, 1844 (deceased) John F., born Oct. 6, 1845 (deceased) Stephen H., born July 18, 1847 Moses E., born July 25, 1849 (deceased) Mary, born
Nov.l, 1851 (deceased); Paulina, born Dec. 25, 1852 Ann M., born March 7, 1855
A si lerry B., born March 14, 1 857. His second marriage was with Mrs. Julia Ann Coppess, widow of Daniel Coppess, who died June 10, 1858
Mr. and Mrs. Coppess were
married April 7, 1850, and had live children, viz.: Martin D., born March 3, 1851
Erven, born Aug. 17, 1852 (deceased): Allen, born June 18, 1854; Rhoda A.,
born July 20, 1850, and Mary C. Feb. 1, 1859.
Mr. Bailey's marriage with Mrs.
Coppess occurred April 28, 1862 she was a daughter of Sebastian Martin, and
was born Felt. 29, 183- by this union seven children were born, viz.: Isabelle
and Presetta M., bom Oct. 15, 1863 Harvey F., bom Sept. 15, 1866 (deceased)
Cordelia, born Jan. 16, 1868; Minola R. B., born July 15, 1875; two died
unnamed. Mr. Bailey owns a line farm of 249 acres, and a good home.
ALEXANDER B. BRANDON, farmer and stock-raiser. Sec. 27 P. O. Versailles
was born in Wayne Township, Darke Co., Dec. 14, 1820 his father. James R..
.
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married Anna Hole, Sept. 15,
in West Virginia April 14, 1792, and
he came to Darke Co.
she was born in Butler Co., Ohio, Jan. 22, 1798
Mrs. J. R. Brandon's father, Zachariah Hole,
with his sister Elizabeth in 1818.
moved to this county the same year. Mrs. Anna (Hole) Brandon died near Hill
AlexGrove, in 1857, and J. R. Brandon died Feb. 24, 1876, in this township.
ander, the subject of this sketch, has always worked hard to dig out a home for
himself and family since 1846, he has cleared, almost lone-handed, upward of
60 acres of heavily timbered land by his untiring industry, aided by his good wife,
he is blessed with a good home, and a favorable promise of comfort in their declining
He married Anna Shafer, April 9, 1846, daughter of John Shafer (see Job
years.
M. Shaffer's biography in this work) she was born in Bedford Co., Penn, April 30.
1826; they have had ten children, viz.: John T., born March 24, 1847, and died
while in the service of his country, at Cumberland, Md„ Aug. 22, 1864 Rilev M..
born March 18, 1849 Job S., born Aug. 25. 1851, and died Aug. 8, 1866 Dorothy A., born Jan. 29, 1854, and married Nathaniel Kershner Eugene, born Nov.
Noah. Feb. 2, 1864
Aaron, April 20, 1859 James F„ Oct. 9, 1861
29, 1856
Arthur M., born July 12, 1866, and Retha Belle, born April 7, 1872 he owns 212
acres of good land and a fine home.
JOHN E. BREADEN, farmer and stock-dealer, Sec. 34 P. 0. Greenville
was born near Glendale, Hamilton Co., Ohio, June 17, 1828 his father, Jeremiah
Breaden, was born in Ireland, and married Epenetus Sorter in New Jersey, where
John E. Breaden, the subject of
she was born both died in Springfield, Ohio.
this sketch, learned the profession of druggist with his brother William, in Hamilton, Ohio
their father was an educated physician, and practiced medicine and
surgery during his lifetime. John E. came to Greenville in 1850, and engaged in
the drug business on his own account for three years, then moved to Brown
Township, and engaged in farming he returned to Greenville in 1862, and
engaged in clerking for John Hufnagle, Esq., in his dry -goods store in March.
He married Anjumila
1865, he removed to the farm where he now resides.
Hufnagle May 29, 1851 she was born in Dauphin Co., Penn., May 19, 1832, and
is a daughter of John Hufnagle, Esq., President of the Greenville Bank, also
merchandising in Greenville. Mr. and Mrs. Breaden have had three children, viz..
John Edward, born July 28, 1852 he is an attorney at law in Greenville, and
obtained his education mainly at the Chickering Institute, in Cincinnati, where he
graduated in 1873 he read law with Calderwood & Cole, in Greenville, and was
admitted to the bar in 1870 Maria Evie, born Feb. 8, 1854 (deceased) and Lillian Vincincia, born Dec. 30, 1861, now at "St. Mary of the Springs Convent.'
near Columbus. Ohio, completing her education.
COLLINS, wagon-maker and farmer, Sec. 20 P. 0. Dawn
S.
was born in Warren Co., Ohio, June 26, 1819, his father, Levi Collins, was born in
Lewis Co., Va., in 1795, and married Elizabeth Snell in Warren Co. Ohio they
in 1821, and to Shelby Co., Ind., in 1830, where he died in 1852
moved to
she died in Troy. Miami Co.. in 1830. The subject of this sketch served an apprenticeship of two years in Morristown, Ind., then returned to Miami Co.. Ohio,
and made his first lumber wagon, and sold it for $5, not on account of the beauty
he followed the business twenty-five years, and has the
of its workmanship
reputation of doing first-class work he settled permanently where he now resides
he erected for himself a good brick residence.
in 1855, and bought land in 1865
Last September, he had the misfortune to lose his left arm by accident. He marshe was born in Ireland Aug. 14, 1818, and
ried Jane M. Cairns March 7, 1844
died in August 1850 they had four children, viz.. Jennet E., born April 23. 1845.
Albert M.,
deceased Laura L., born Oct. 3. 1846 she married John Lehman
born July 6, 1848, died May 3, 1872, and Geo. A., born July 10, 1850 his second
marriage was with Mrs. Elizabeth McDowell, Nov. 27, 1851, widow of William
McDowell, who died June 10, 1849, in Brown Co., Ohio they had one daughter,
Lucinda J., born Jan. 7, 1850, and died June 24, 1865 by this union they have
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had five children, viz., John W.. born Jan. 23, 1853, died Sept. 30, 1854 Charles
Jason H., Sept. 12, 1859 Franklin E., Sept. 6. 1863, and
F., born Oct. 11, 1856
Joseph C, Dec. 17, 1868. Mrs. Collins' father, Adam Ulery, was born in Prussia.
Germany, March 24, 1787. and married Mary C. Witty in 1819 she was born in
1798 in 1811) hi- was drafted into the army, and served nine years under Napoleon.
I, they came to Baltimore, Md., in 1820, in 1826 the family, consisting of himself
wife and four children, and all their earthly effects in a one-horse wagon left Pennhis cash assets all told were $13.
sylvania for a new home in Miami Co., Ohio
lie died March 7, 1876, and she died March 14. following, and at their decease
they had accumulated a handsome fortune worth $15,000. Mr. and Mrs. Collins
he owns 366 acres bordering on
are members of the Methodist Episcopal Church
;
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Dawn

Republican.
REBECCA G. DAVISON, widow of Edwin R. Davison, deceased Sec. 24,
Edwin R. Davison was born in Greene Co., Ohio, Aug. 6. 1830
P. 0. Ansonia.
and died in Richland Township July 30, 1878, after several months of suffering
His father, Robert Davison, was born in Bourbon Co., Ky., April 8,
with cancer.
she was born May 23, 1807,
1798, and married Mary Stratton, March 26, 1829
and died March 22, 1847 he now resides in York Township, Darke Co., with his
daughter, Louisa Oliver he moved to Darke Co., in 1831
by trade was a tanner
and currier he bought land in this township in 1830 and settled here, and engaged
in farming, which he has ever since followed
he now owns 117 acres of his original
purchase, and other lands in Brown Township. He married the second time, Aug. 8,
1847, Mary Brown she died Aug. 16, 1865, leaving no issue but by his first union
were seven children, viz., Edwin R., the subject of this sketch; Louisa, present wife
of David Oliver Mary A. and Sarah A., twins Mary A. deceased she married
James Deardoff, Sarah A. married Adam Coppess Oscar A., Amanda F., who
and
married Isaac Deardoff Emily, married Irvin Warvel, both are deceased
Mortimer, deceased
Edwin Davison, deceased, was raised a farmer, and always
followed it he married Rebecca G. Warvel, Jan. 27, 1853
she was born in Rockingham Co., Va., May 4, 1832, is a daughter of John Warvel (See George H.
Warvel's biography in this work. ) Mr. and Mrs. Davison have had six children,
viz.: Sarah J., born June 28, 1853. she married Riley Brandon
William H., born
Sept. 4, 1855 Robert, Nov. 4, 1860 Iola M., Nov. 7, 1862 Luella, Jan. 17, 1866,
died Oct. 4, 1867 Seymour, born Oct. 17, 1868. She owns 146 acres of land and
a good home.
OSCAR, F. DAVISON, tile manufacturer at Nevada, Sec. 20 P. 0. Dawn
born in Richland Township Oct. 16, 1837 his father, Robert, was born in Bourbon Co., Ky.. and married Mary Stratton, of Greene Co., Ohio, and moved to Darke
Co. in 1829.
The subject of this sketch was raised a farmer he engaged in merchandising during the year 1866, but sold out before he had been in business a,
year, and returned to farming and dealing in live stock has been Township Assessor
of personal property. Supervisor, Trustee, etc.; in 1877, he erected tile works,
and now gives his attention to this business.
He married Sirena Plessinger,
daughter of David Plessinger, in March. 1861
she was born Jan. 28, 1838, and
died Nov. 29, 1865, leaving no issue; his second marriage was celebrated with
Sarah .lane Plessinger, daughter of G-eorge Plessinger, whose biography appears in
this work, Feb. 20, 1868 she was born Dec. 20, 1847 they have had five children,
viz.
George R., born Jan. 4, 1869, died Sept. 19, following Tepa H, born Oct. 5.
1872: Mary (',.. July 8, 1874 Claude E., Jan. 6, 1877. and Cora May, Oct. 21.
lie owns
1878.
13 acres of land, two good houses and his tile works, which arc
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W. DICK WALL, merchant and grain-dealer. Nevada; P. (). Dawn;
Montgomery Co.. Ohio. Sept, 27. 1840; his father. Win. Duckwall, was

born in Virginia Aug. 15, 1808, and married Caroline Bruner she was born in
Virginia Jan. 27. 1820
they moved to Montgomery Co., Ohio, where they now
reside
on his 70th birthday, the family had a very gratifying surprise, six sons
;

;
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their families, by pre-arrahgement, came together under
John W., the subject of this
the old roof-tree to congratulate the old people.
sketch, at the age of 19 commenced teaching school this he continued up to 1878,
though at times engaging in other business, receiving at Oberlin much of his
education. In August. 1862, he enlisted in the 112th 0. V. I., which consolidated with
the 63d Regiment, and served until the close of the war he participated in the
battles of Resaca, Atlanta, Kenesaw Mountain, and many others on Sherman's
march to the sea, he was never captured, or received a wound entered as Sergeant,
and was Orderly Sergeant at the close, and was so familiar with the names of his
company that, he could always call the roll without the " roster " he engaged in
merchandising in this place in Ma} 1878, also in the grain business. He married
Jennie Maxwell, July 15, 1869, daughter of Samuel and Jane M. (Furguson) Maxwell, who reside in Frederick Co., Md.
she was born May 25, 1841 they have
Samuel W., born Oct. 6, 1873,
three children, viz.: Carrie J., born June 10, 1870
and Francis C, born May 14, 1876.
PHILLIP HARTZELL, farmer, stock-raiser, steam thrasher and corn-sheller,
was born in Adams Township, this County, May 23,
Sec. 36
P. 0. Beamsville
1843 his father, John J. Hartzell, was born in Pennsylvania Dec. 1, 1815, and
married Nancy Westfall he died in September, 1852, and she died in 1865, in
Richland Township they were among the earliest settlers of Darke Co. The
subject of this sketch was raised a farmer in 1864, he traveled West, and
followed teaming between Omaha, Neb., and Denver City, for about a year and
a half then returned to where he resides, on the homestead of his father last
has only one brother, David, who
year, he erected for himself a fine residence
Phillip Hartzell married Caroline Dill in October, 1868
lives in Rossville, Kan.
she was born in Beamsville Sept. 14, 1851 her father, John H. C. Dill, was born
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Germany, and came to this country in 1832 he married Martha C. Siegmunt,
Butler Co., Ohio she died March 7. 1858. in this county. In Germany
he learned harness-making, and followed it awhile in Trenton, Ohio afterward
in Beamsville, where at the same time he kept a hotel, also engaged in merchandising he moved to Dallas and engaged in merchandising, but at the decease of
his wife, was farming, but was in the mercantile business at the time of his death,
in April, 1865.
Mr. and Mrs. Hartzell have two children, viz., Rosetta, born Aug.
he owns a fine farm of 115 acres,
3, 1869, and Charles D., born May 22, 1875
part of which was the homestead.
JESSE B. JOHN, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 20 P. 0. Dawn was born
in Montgomeiy County, Ohio, March 2, 1833
his father, Jacob B. John, was born
in Franklin County, Penn., May 7, 1789, and married Eleanor Phillips, of the same
county she was born June 2, 1791 in the spring of 1810. moved to Montgomery
County, Ohio he served in the war of 1812, and was honorably discharged
afterward served two years as Captain of militia company
moved to Darke
County in 1837 there he served two years as Township Trustee, and was Justice
of the Peace six \ ears he died Feb. 19, 1868, and she died June 28, 1871, in this
township the following extract from an obituary was published on the demise of
Mrs. Elenor John, relict of David John, the grandmother and grandfather of the
subject of this sketch, at her decease, June 22, 1848. aged 81 years 4 months and
12 days " She was the second of a family of eight children of the Rev. Joseph
Powell (Baptist), settled in Bedford County. Penn., being the only clergyman in
those parts then solemnized 845 marriages up to 1804, the time of his death on
the 25th of January, 1785, she married David John, of Little Cove, Franklin Co.,
Penn., and became the mother of thirteen children
in the spring of 1810, they
emigrated to Montgomery County, Ohio, where she died
her husband died Nov.
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1812, leaving her in a new country, with the charge of a large family, to
encounter the privations of such a situation as she best could but being a woman
hale and industrious and with a confiding trust in God, she was enabled to bring up
her family respectably and to see them settled in life at the time of her death her
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children numbered thirteen, her grandchildren seventy -one, her great-grandchildren
thirty-seven, making her descendants 121."
Jesse B. John, with his parents,
moved to Montgomery County, Ohio, in 1810, and to Darke County in 1837 he
was raised a farmer and has always followed the business he has been Township
Trustee, Supervisor, and eight years School Director.
He married Abbie J.
K:i\ lor Oct. 4, I860
she was born April 29, 1835, in Logan County, Ohio her
father, Reuben Kaylor, was born Oct. 31, 1805, in Rockingham County, Va.,
and married Elizabeth Warvel she was born June 19, 1807, and died March 25,
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse
1876, in Bellefontaine, Logan Co., Ohio, where he now resides.
B. John have three children, viz., Bowen Wesley, born Aug. 4, 1861
Lillie Dale,
June 29. 1864 and Willie Barnett, Sept. 3, 1868. Mr. John owns a farm of 80
acres, the old homestead
his mother died with cancer after long and terrible
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HENRY

C. KESTER, tanner and stock- raiser, Sec. 30
P. O. Beamsville
Hesse Shaumburg, Germany, Oct. 12, 1826 his father, Henry F.
Kester, was born in the same place June 16, 1800, and married Justina Meyer
she was born in 1802 his father and mother were Frederick and Leonora (Meyer)
Kester.
Henry C., the subject of this sketch, landed in New York July 6, 1852.
and arrived in Darke County July 14 following, with his parents his mother died
Aug. 11, 1862, and his father is living with him on the farm, where the}' moved
in the fall of 1852 on the banks of Stillwater Creek, near Beansville
in 1849 r
Henry C. was drafted into the German army he served three years, but was
granted a government passport to leave before his time expired he is Township
Trustee, has been Supervisor, also School Director he had two sisters and one
brother, viz. Willmena, born Jan. 26, 1829
she married a Henry Kester Caroline married Louis Kuckenberg, and Ferdinand
the last two are deceased.
Henry C. married Christina W. C. Schulte July 16, 1851 she was born in the
same place as himself Feb. 7, 1826. They have had eight children, viz. Caroline
W. C, born April 25, 1852. deceased Charlotte, born Aug. 3, 1855 Willmena.
May 15. 1857 Christian H., Aug. 12, 1859 Henry F., March 2, 1861 Fredrick
C. L.. Oct. 24, 1864
Harmon F., June 20, 1869, and a twin to Charlotte died
unnamed. He owns a fine farm of 180 acres, where he resides.
ISAAC N. McFARLAND, carriage trimmer, carriage and wagon maker, blacksmithing and general repairing, under the firm name of McFarland & Bro..
Nevada P. 0. Dawn Sec. 20. Was born in Richland Township, Nov. 7, 1849
is a son of James McFarland, whose biography appears in this work
he learned
his trade in Dayton, Ohio, mostly in 1871, engaged in business on his own account,
in Versailles, Darke Co.; in 1876, he located where he now resides, and is now
copartner with his brother, James A. He married Mary J. Bashiain March, 1872.
in Darke Co.; she is a daughter of Joseph and Mary Ann Bashia
her father was
born in France and her mother in Indiana, and now reside near Versailles, in this
county Mrs. McF. was born July 30, 1854 they have three children, viz.: Tracey
<i
bom April 22, 1874 Rachel A., born Sept, 7, 1876, and Genevieve, born July
14. 1879.
He is the leader of McFarland's Brass Band, of Dawn.
JAM ES MfFARLAND, blacksmith and wagon-maker, also general repairing
Sec 20; P. O. Dawn. Was born in Greene Co., Ohio, May 8. 1822; his father,'
Isaac McFarland. married Susanna Stephenson, May 29, 1817; she was born in
Boone Co., Ky.. Nov. 18, 1798 he died in Greene Co., and she moved to Darke Co.
in 1837
they had two sons, viz.. William, born in May, 1818, and James, the subject of this sketch William was always highly respected and honored for his generous, pious and gentlemanly qualities he died in September, 1874 lie served through
the late rebellion in a regimental band.
James, the subject of this sketch, was
bound apprentice to the blacksmith's trade in Greenville, Darke Co., Ohio, at the
age of 13. and served until he attained his majority, getting six months' schooling
in the mean time
he then moved to Beamsville and started business on his own
account in 1844, he bought 80 acres, and in 1850, 80 more, where he now resides,
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he has been honored
is a part of the village of Dawn (Nevada)
is now Assessor of real estate
and
Township,
Richland
of
offices
the
with
lod, ot the 6a
Aug 25 1863 he was elected Colonel and commissioned by Gov.
Regimental Drum
Regiment O M., of Darke Co.; he holds this office, also that of
his possession a cavalry
Maior which he has held thirty-five years he has in
used by his grandfather
and
owned
knife,
English
sword' an epaulet, and an
married Rachel
James McFarland, during the Revolutionary war of 1776. He
they
Co., Ohio
Montgomery
in
1823,
Nov.
25,
born
was
she
John Jan 2, 1845
Isaac N born Nov. 7,
have had nine children, viz.: William, born April 6, 1846
James A born
1849 Susan E.. born April 22, 1852, she married Charles Beadle
born
Jan. 11, 1858
H.
Thomas
1856
Sept.
born
8,
Julv 20 1854 one unnamed,
1860 Jacob M„ born Aug. 8, 1865, and Dora Belle born

and on which
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John C. born June

28,

;

McFarland Brass
Six of the boys and the father constitute the
Sept 28 1867
and has filled
M.,
A.
F.
A,
of
&
order
the
Band. Mr. McFarland is a member of
lodge.
his
of
offices
subordinate
the
all
McNIGHT, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 19 P. O. Dawn.
AUGUSTUS

W

;

Alexander McNight
born in Bracken Co, Ky., March 20, 1817. His father,
during the war ot
private
as
a
served
he
Pennsylvania
of
Lemon,
married Sarah
worked at his
and
blacksmith
a
was
he
1830
1812 they moved to Cincinnati in
hire a conveyance, walked
trade'there about a year the family, being too poor to
they stayed until 1833, then moved to
all the way to Connersville, Ind, where
settled in 1835, where he died
Butler Co' Ohio, but moved to Darke County and
they had managed by the
Township
Buren
Van
in
1846.
in
died
1843
she
iu
in the wilderness but
acres
80
buy
to
money
enough
time they came here to save
to gain a livelihood the first
that was all, and for years they had a hard struggle
earth the woods were full
winter they lived in a little log cabin, the floor was the
sketch killed a noble buck with
of wild animals and game. The subject of this
at the age of 13, he got employment at
his ax. one of a drove of twenty-seven
out for wages until he was 22 for his
worked
he
five bushels of corn per month
learned to make half-bushel
parents- after that for himself; at the age of 26, he
Sampson he sold them and
in
lots
two
buy
to
enough
money
made
measures, and
he then
in 1851, for $150
this
sold
he
bought 3 acres, improved, near the town
Neave Townfor 25 acres
traded
he
that
Ind.;
Co,
Jay
in
acres
80
for
traded
acres in Richland Township; this
ship, this county that he sold, and bought 42
Wayne Township sold this and
he sold for $1,300; he then bought 84 acres
this he sold for $2,600 in 186d
township
same
the
in
improved
acres
bought 80
paid $1,700 sold this the next
and
Township,
then he bought 70 acres in Neave
with a brick house, near
year for $2 500 he then bought 102 acres improved,
bought
40 acres improved
he
then
$6,200
for
1873
in
sold that
Versailles
and owns
Adams Township sold that in 1877, and bought where he now resides
worth at least $8,000,
and
county,
the
in
lies
as
land
farming
fine
as
of
126 acres
and he has raised and educated a large family, but he
all this from hard digging
even, and he don't owe any
himself never learnedVread or write his own name,
Preble
Co, Ohio, Sept. 16, 1841,
of
Shevidecker,
Sarah
married
man a dollar. He
by this union
in 1846
where she was born in 1823 she died in Darke County
July
born
4, 1842, and died Feb 21, 1862
Alfred,
viz.:
children,
three
were
Shoutz she died in Lllmois, and
Sarah born May 20, 1843— she married Leonard
His second marriage was with Susanna NysCatherine A born Feb. 8, 1845.
by tins
Greene Co., Penn, Feb 2, 1848 she was born Sept. 29, 1826
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A, bom Nov^

James
union were twelve children, three of whom died young—
Anna E Dec 4 1852 Mary
1848, deceased; Margaret E, born Oct. 7, 1850;
Isabelle, May
J Sept 24 1855; Lydia, March 16, 1858 Lucinda, Oct. 12, 1860
1871.
20 1863 Evarilla M, Oct. 7, 1866, and John C, Oct, 11,
Co,
ROBERT A. MORRISON, M. D, Beamsville was born in Franklin
McClintock
Nancy
married
Morrison,
Aaron
father,
Penn March 28 1832 his
Dr. R. A. Morrison
she resides in Piqua, Miami Co, Ohio he died in Darke Co,
1.,
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Covington, Ohio, and in Gettysburg, Ohio, and graduated in
Ohio Medical College, in 1850; commenced the practice of
medicine in Gettysburg, this county, where he practiced five years; moved to
Laura, .Miami Co.; remained there two years; he then returned to Gettysburg;;
moved to Horatio, 1866, and to Stelvidio in 1868; on the 11th of June, 1872, he
was thrown accidentally from his sulky, receiving almost fatal injury, causing
paraplegia of his left side, from which he has not. nor will he recover, though in
full possession of mind and memory, and good practice, having the confidence of
the community and fraternity, and is in full membership in the Darke County Medical
she was
Society. He married Sarah A. Shade. March 15, 1859, at New Harrison
born Jan. 27. S:i7 by this union were six children, three of whom are deceased
the living are Mary Alice, Robert Sheridan and Jim his second marriage was with
Sarah liartel, Aug. 21, 1879 she was born April 2, 1844 her father, Jacob Hartel.
she
Jr.. was born in Pennsylvania Aug. 14, 1802, and married Elizabeth Curtner
was born -June 24, 1802 he died Oct. 2, 1873 his father, Jacob Hartel, Sr., was
born Oct. 5, 1770, and his wife, Elizabeth (Snavely), was born Oct. 18, 1778; his
second wife was Catherine Spade she was born June 6, 1702 his third wife was
Susanna Cooley, born April 12. 1701. This family was among the earliest settlers of
Richland Township. See George Plessinger's biography, which appears in this work
ELLEN PECK, widow of Charles L. Peck, M. D., deceased Sec. 32 P. ().
Beamsville; he was born near Brighton, Aug. 25, 1837, and was a son of Lewis
and Electa (Kelsey) Peck, who reside in Bloomfield, Conn.; Dr. Charles L. Peck,
soon after he graduated, moved to Beamsville, Darke Co., and commenced the
practice of medicine, which profession he followed with eminent success, and
in all the walks of life, he was loved and esteemed for his gentlemanly deportment,
kind and generous acts and energetic business enterprise, bj' which, in his short life,
he accumulated and left to his devoted family a handsome competency he read
medicine in Hartford, Conn., where he graduated May 11, 1857 besides his medhe died Feb. 10, 1876,
ical practice, he engaged in merchandising and farming
leaving for his family 200 acres of fine farming land, with good farm buildings, 40
acres of which are adjoining the village of Beamsville, wherein he also owned two
dwellings
he married Ellen Brown, Aug. 21, 1850 she was born in Brownhelm.
her father, Jeremiah Brown, was born in NewLoraine Co., Ohio, Sept. 9, 1841
York State, and married Bridget R, McLaughlin, daughter of Robert and Ellen
McLaughlin, who came from Pennsylvania in 1824 Jeremiah Brown died April
they reside in Richland
his widow, Ellen, married William Kelsey
13, 1844
Township; Mr. and Mrs. Dr. Peck have had three children by their union, viz.:
Clifford Lewis, born Nov. 12, 1860 Rachael Edith, born June 19, 1865, and Franklin Orator. Nov. 16, 1871.
GEORGE PLESSINGER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 22; P. O. Dawn;
was born in Bedford Co., Penn., Dec. 15, 1815 his father, Philip, was born in
Maryland, near Harper's Ferry, Feb. 18, 1784, and married Faith Fish she was
born in New Jersey March 16, 1781 they moved to Montgomery Co., Ohio, in
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the fall of 1817. and to Darke Co. in March, 1820, and settled in Richland TownThe subject of this
she died in January, 1860.
ship
he died July 4, 1861
sketch came here with his parents when they came there were but three white
settlers in the township, viz., James Stephenson, David Riffle and Jacob Hartle.
Mr. Plessinger's family endured all the privations and hardships of frontier pioneer
wild animals and game were numerous and troublesome
life for many years
Mr. Plessinger was a successful hunter killed but one bear, but hundreds of deer,
He has had his share of township offices. He married Mary Harwild turkeys, etc.
mon Nov. 1. 1842 she was born in May, 1821, in Adams Co., Penn., and came to
Darke Co. with her uncle, Philip Hartzell. in 1836 they have had twelve children,
Faith, born Sept.
viz.: Joseph IL, born Nov. 10, 1843, and died March' 1. 1849
Sarah J., born Dec. 20. 1847, married
20, 1845, married George H. Winbigler
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Dec. 18, 1849, married Walter Snyder;
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Lawson, born Feb. 19, 1853, died July, 1854 Almeda. born
May 12. 1879 Lucy E., born Jan. 18, 1856, died Feb. 22,
1860 George A., born Oct. 17, 1858 Phillip E., born Oct. 8, 1860 Ezra, born
He owns 200 acres and a good
Feb. 16, 1864
Clara N., born July 28, 1866.
home.
JOB M. SHAFER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 27 P. 0. Versailles was
born in Bedford Co., Penn., Sept. 4, 1830 his father, John Shafer, was born in
the same county, July 17, 1802, and married Dorothy Mann Feb. 24, 1824, of the
same count}' she was born Feb. 20, 1804 his father, Sickfrit Shafer, was born
in Virginia, and married Mary Hess
Mrs. John Shafer' s father, Jacob Mann, was
born July 27, 1763, and married Dorothy Hill June 13, 1786 she was born May
Mr. Jacob Mann died Nov. 5, 1830 Dorothy, his wife, died Aug. 6,
2, 1761
1845; John Shafer moved to Darke Co. in 1837; they had five children, viz.:
Anna, born April 30, 1826, married Alexander B. Brandon Mary, born June 9,
Margaret,
1828, died June 20, following Job M., the subject of this sketch
born Oct. 7, 1833 died Sept. 5, 1841, of the milk sickness, and Jacob, born
Dec. 10, 1835, died Dec. 11, 1845.
John, the father, resides where he first settled
in Richland Township
his wife died April 11, 1875.
Job M., the subject of this
sketch, has always followed farming on the old homestead, where he now resides
he was elected Justice of the Peace in April, 1856, and served three years, and
has been Township Trustee. He married Elizabeth Brandon March 20, 1851
she is the daughter of James R. Brandon, and was born in Darke Co. (see Alexander B. Brandon's biography in this work) Oct. 10, 1831 they have six children,
viz.: Dennis, born Dec. 24, 1851
Margaret A, born March 11, 1855, married
Cyrus White John C, born May 13, 1858 Allen W., born March 30, 1862
Mary, born March 24, 1866, and Bertha, born Jan. 31, 1872. He owns 263 acres
of land and a good home.
DAVID J. STAHL, farmer, Sec. 34 P. 0. Versailles was born in Adams
Township, Darke Co., Ohio, Nov. 17, 1850, and is a son of Jacob K. and Sarah
(Limber) Stahl he was born in Pennsylvania in 1812, and died in Greenville
Township in November, 1861 she resides with her daughter, Mrs. John C. Hill,
in Newton, Miami Co., Ohio
he came to Darke Co. among the early settlers, with
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his father, Henry Stahl, therefore the family is identified among the first settlers
of the county he was noted for his enterprise and industry
he accumulated a
large property
at his death he owned the grist and saw mills, with 40 acres of
land in Coletown, a large landed property in Greenville, 266 acres in Adams
Township, and the homestead farm, where the subject of this sketch resides, in
Richland Township. David J. has always followed farming, and has resided in
this county, except six years, during which he worked his mother's land in Miami
He married Sarah Curtis Aug. 19, 1872 she was born near FredericksCo., Ohio.
burg, Miami Co., Ohio, July 16, 1850 her father, William Curtis, married Anna
Feece she was born Jan. 7, 1832 they reside near Troy, Miami Co., Ohio.
Mr. and Mrs. Stahl have three children, viz.: Leonia Belle, born Oct. 4, 1873
Daisy, born Dec. 6, 1875, and William Allen, born Oct. 14, 1877.
He owns onehalf of the homestead, containing 235 acres
the first land his father settled on in
this county of his own.
GEORGE H. WARVEL, farmer, Sec. 6 P. O. Beamsville was born in
Rockingham Co., Va., July 27, 1829 his father, John Warvel, was born in the same
county, May 29, 1798, and married Delilah Lepe, June 14, 1829
she also was born
in the same place May 1 3, 1807, and resides with her son, the subject of this sketch
they moved to this place in the fall of 1844 John Warvel died Jan. 31, 1866, and
was always a strong, robust farmer up to a year or two before he died. The subject
of this sketch has always pursued the avocation of farming, except for a short time
he followed carpentering has been Trustee in this township, is a member of the
order of A., F. & A. M.
He married Mary Simes Nov. 6, 1856, daughter of Henry
P. Simes, she was born Jan. 12, 1838, and died Aug. 17, 1865
by this union they
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William A., bom Sept. 2, 1857 two died in early infancy
was with Lizzie Hartzell, Nov. 22, 1866 she was daughter of
George Eartzell, deceased, and born June 8, 1845, in this county, and died March
his third marriage was with Susan M. Earhart,
16, 1868, leaving no issue living
April 24, 1870 she was born Nov. 28, 1840, and was sister of his second wife,
by this union two children were born, viz.: Lilley
Lizzie; she died Feb. 10, 1875
Bell, born April 11, 1871, and died March 3, 1878, and John H., born May 4,
Mr. Warvel owns 65 acres of land and a good home bordering Beamsville.
1872.
DANIEL WARVEL, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 32 P. O. Beamsville was
born in Warren Co.. Ohio, Sept. 5, 1834 his father, Christopher, was born in
Rockingham Co., Ya., Feb. 27, 1796, and married Charlotte Lilly she was born in
he died March 18, 1851, and she died March 14,
the same county June 4, 1799
1855 they are buried in the cemetery on the old homestead on Sec. 13, in this
township they moved from Virginia to Warren Co., Ohio, and thence to Montwhen they endeavored to buy
gomery^ Co., and came to Darke Co. about 1839
something to eat, on their arrival in Warren Co., tlie}^ offered the last $5 they
possessed, and found it to be counterfeit, consequently they began life in Ohio
when they got to Darke Co. they had sufficient to buy their first 160
with nothing
they had nine children viz.: John H., William L., Sarah A.,
acres in the woods
George C, Elizabeth, Mary, Adeline, deceased, Daniel and Margaret L. Sarah A.
married D. R. Hathaway Elizabeth, Solomon Beam Mary, Daniel Hartzell AdeThe subject of
line, Andrew Coppess, and Margaret married Linas Hathaway.
this sketch was raised a farmer, and remained at home with his parents until his
mother's decease, he then made a trip to Virginia, and worked at farming and
miscellaneous employment, for wages, by the month at the age of 21, he bought
40 acres, and began a home for himself has been honored with various township
offices, was Township Clerk, Trustee, etc., was Justice of the Peace three years, and
He married Catherine Ann Kay lor Jan. 1, 1856 she was
retired last spring.
born in Logan Co., Ohio, May 7, 1837 she died Feb. 3, 1857 they had one child,
Joseph C, born Jan. 28, 1857 he is still living his second marriage was celebrated March 21, 1858, with Sarah Powell she was born in Monroe Co., Ohio,
Jan. 27, 1836 they have five children, viz.: Mary A., born Dec. 18, 1858, she marLucy E., born May 9, 1860 Laban, Dec. 10, 1861 Amos A.,
ried Abraham Eley
June 11, 1864, and Clement L., July 20, 1873. Mr. Warvel owns a good home and
227 acres of land.
JOHN B. WERTS, merchant and Postmaster at Dawn, Sec. 20 was born in
Preble Co., Ohio, June 20, 1848 his father, William Werts, was born in Preble
Co., Ohio, Dec. 25, 1826, and married Lydia Willson, who was born in Darke Co.,
June 20, 1827 he moved to Darke Co. in 1855, and engaged in coopering in this
township Mrs. Lydia Werts died Nov. 21, 1878. John B., the subject of this
sketch, commenced clerking, with Creager Brothers, in Horatio, Darke Co., at the
age of 10 years, which he followed until he moved to this place, in April 1873,
where he engaged in business on his own account he was appointed Postmaster
Sept. 30. 1875, he is also express agent he was Township Clerk six years in York
Township. He married Mary J. Winbigler of Brock, this county, Oct 15, 1872
they have one child. Minnie Claudia, born Nov. 15, 1874.
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PETER E. ARMSTRONG, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 10 P. 0. Hill Grove
was born in Greenville Township, Darke Co., Ohio, Nov. 21, 1831, and is the son
at the age of 18, he was living in Jackson
•of John and Jane (Elston) Armstrong
Township, this county about that time the first church edifice was built there
his early education was obtained in a very
little log house, b} the Methodists
poor log hut, of small dimensions, but from his father he obtained good sound
knowledge, as he was an educated gentleman before he emigrated into the wilderness he was an attorney at law, and in this county was Associate Judge of the
Common Pleas a number of years, and Justice of the Peace twenty-four years
he was one of the most highly respected and prominent men of the county during
The subject of this sketch, Peter E., is Treasurer of this township
his lifetime.
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has assessed the chattel property of this township five years a Trustee, etc. is a
He married Catherine Henning July 25.
strong Union man, and a Republican.
1851 she was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, Nov. 22, 1830, and came to Darke
they
Co. in her youth, with her parents, Jacob and Rebecca (Stiner) Henning
David, born Aug. 11, 1855
Sarah Jane, born Nov. 23,
have four children, viz.
1856 she married Andrew C. Rickel Hugh Lincoln, born June 15, 1860, and
Mary Isabelle, born Nov. 29, 1867. Mr. Armstrong owns 148 acres, where he has
this he has procured by his own unaided efforts and
resided twenty-four years
self-reliance himself and wife are members of the German Baptist Church.
BICKEL, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 15 P. 0. Hill Grove was
born in Brush Valley, Centre Co., Penn., Sept. 2, 1805 moved to Montgomery Co.,
His father, Andrew Bickel, was born in PennsylOhio, with his parents in 1811.
he died in St.
vania, and married Catherine Gloss, born also in Pennsylvania
Joseph Co., Ind., in 1854, and she died here on Sec. 15 in 1858; he was drafted in
Andrew, the subject of this sketch,
the war of 1812, but hired a substitute.
moved to this place, where he now resides, March 2, 1831, having entered 80 acres
he built his cabin of logs in the woods, without windows or
in August before
doors, but in the fall he procured a plank, of which he made a door, using wooden
pins for nails, being too poor to buy nails, or latch, or hinges, but his latch-string
has always been out for a friend in 1838, he built a hewed-log house and weatherboarded it in this he still resides, a good, warm, substantial habitation he sold
forty bushels of corn of his own raising for 25 cents a bushel, and every year since
and in the early days he never refused a neighbor a sack
has had corn to sell
of corn whether he had the money or not in the first twelve years alone he cleared
50 acres after that his boys were old enough to help him, and thej" did. He
married Nancy Moyer Ma}' 30, 1830 she was born in Rockingham Co., Va., Aug,
Henry, born Jan. 2.
Mr. and Mrs. Bickel have had ten children, viz.
27, 1810.
1831 John, bom Feb. 23, 1832 William, born Oct. 10, 1833, died Nov. 22, 1853
Catherine, born Feb. 9, 1839 Daniel, born Oct. 21. 1837 Sally, born Dec. 2, 1839.
died March 30, 1843 Elizabeth, born Jan. 3. 1842 Abigail, born Jan. 19, 1844.
died March 20, 1853 Mary, born April 25, 1847, died May 21, 1847, and Andrew,
born June 15, 1852. Catherine married Henry Blocher Elizabeth married John
Mr. Bickel is hale and hearty, and says at the age of 60 he could cut
J. Norris.
and split from the stump 200 rails, or cut and put up two cords of hard wood in a
day.
He voted for Andrew Jackson in 1832. He now owns the old homestead
of 120 acres, where he resides.
DANIEL W. BICKEL, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 17 P. O. Hill Grove
was born in Clermont Co., Ohio, Nov. 11, 1838, and is the eldest son of Tobias
Bickel, of Sec. 18, Washington Township, who was born in Centre Co., Penn., May
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and married Elizabeth McAdams, of Hamilton Co., Ohio, in June, 1837
in that county Nov. 15, 1815.
Tobias Bickel moved to where he
now resides in 1848 he followed teaming in Cincinnati until he was 25 years of
he had no advantages for an education in his youth, but has given all his
age
children good opportunities, which they have improved they have had eleven children, viz.
Daniel, Margaret. Hamilton A.. Sarah lv. deceased Catherine, deceased
John .1.. Nancy J., Joseph, Elijah. Stephen R., deceased, and Marcus P. Mr. T.
Bickel has been a successful and thrifty farmer ever since he came to Darke Co..
and owns, free and clear. 240 acres, which he has redeemed from a wilderness of
swamps, by open and blind ditching, as well as clearing of heavy timber. The
subject of this sketch, at the age of 20. commenced teaching school, and followed
has been Assessor of the township for two years, and Clerk one
it four years
He married Rebecca Chenoweth, daughter of John Chenoweth. deceased.
year.
she was born May 25, 1838.
They have had
of this township. Sept. 28, 18G1
three children, viz.: the first died unnamed John H., born Oct. 29, 1863, and Ira
He owns a tine home and 15G acres of land himself and
E., born Feb. 28, 1866.
wife are members of the Methodist Church.
HENRY M. BICKEL, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 8 P. 0. Hill Grove
was born Jan. 2, 1831, in Montgomery County. Ohio, and came with his parents
his father, Andrew Bickel, was born in
to Darke County in April following
Centre Count}', Penn., Sept. 2, 1805, and married Nancy Moj'er, who was born in
Virginia Aug. 27, 1810
both, hale and hearty, are now living on the farm they
bought in 1830, at that time in an unbroken wilderness, in Washington Township,
though they experienced all the hardships and privations so well known to all the
early settlers of this portion of Ohio, but now, instead of the wilderness, amid the
most fertile and productive agricultural land of the State, Henry M., the subject of
this sketch, has owned the farm (234 acres) where he lives twentj'-three years
this also has he redeemed from wilderness and swamps to bountiful productiveblind tile," which is the making
ness, being among, if not the very first man to
of the fine farms in Darke County now he is surrounded by abundance and comfort
at 21 years, he was not worth a dollar, and possesses to-day the first silver
dollar that he earned, by cutting eight cords of hardwood.
June 12, 1856, he
married Mary Crumrine she was born in Darke County July 8, 1839 they have
had six children, viz., John C., Lucy C. (deceased), Mary A., Dora (deceased),
Harrison C. and Henry I.
SAMUEL W. BLOCKER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 23 P. O. Greenville
is the youngest son of Samuel Blocher, of Washington Township, and was born in
this township Oct. 20, 1845
was raised a farmer, and has continued to follow
it successfully, and has just erected for himself one of the finest brick residences
in this count}'.
He married Catherine M. Glunt. daughter of Joseph Glunt,
deceased they have three children, viz. Ira. born July 22, 1873
Hugh, Feb. 12.
1876 and Myrtle, Aug. 6, 1878. Mr. B. owns 183 acres of fine farming land
adjoining the homestead of his father.
THOMAS F. CHENOWETH. farmer and brickmason, Sec. 32 P. O. Darke
was born in Franklin County, Ohio, July 17, 1808 his father, John Chenoweth,
was bom in Virginia, and married Betsey Foster; she was born in Maryland July
she died in Darke Count}-,
16, 1788 he died in Tippecanoe County. Ind.. in 1865
c.
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(See biogto this section in February. 1818.
raphy of Jacob B. Chenoweth.) The subject of this sketch attended school with
about an equal number of white and colored children, as the Clemens (colored)
settlement was made soon after they moved here
up to the age of 21, Mr.
Chenoweth followed farming, then learned the brickmason's trade, which, with
in ISTCi
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the family
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farming, he has ever since followed
w:is elected Justice of the Peace in 1852. and
served until 1879 (twenty-seven years).
He married Christina Thomas Nov. 10,
she was born in Anderson County. Tcnn., Feb. 1, 1810
her father. John
1831
Thomas, married Catherine Albright Oct. 31. I7!»it she was born March 14. 1784
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both were born in North Carolina and died in Preble Comity, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs.
Chenoweth have had the following children, viz., Lewis A., born Aug. 6, 1832,
Nelson T.,
died April 4. 1836 John, born Nov. 19, 1833
Louisa, Dec. 16, 1835
Catherine, born Jan. 13,
Oct. 8, 1837; Emeline. Dec. 7, 1839, died Feb. 18. 1840
1S43 Joel T., Dec. 29, 1844 Mary Jane, Sept. 18, 1848 and Benjamin F.. Sept,
27. 1852
Louisa married Milton Jefferis, Catherine married Daniel Clapp. Mary
Jane married George McClure. In the winter of 1830 and 1831, Mr. Chenoweth
hauled with a four-horse team out of Greenville all the wheat that was marketed
it was
there at that time, i. e., two loads a day, twenty-five bushels to the load
sold for 374; cents per bushel in merchandise.
He owns a good farm of 160
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B. CHENOWETH, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 17 P. 0. Hill Grove
Pike Co., Ohio, Ma}' 13, 1824, and came with his parents to Washington Township, where he now resides, in December. 1829 his father, John Chenoweth, was born in Pike Co., Ohio, Nov. 7, 1797, and is said to be the first white
child born on the Scioto River in that county he married Mary E. Barger April
she was born in Virginia in 1797
her father, Jacob Barger, was born
13, 1820
March 13, 1769, and married Susan Barger, who was born in Germany he died

JACOB
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1822, and she died Oct. 24, 1845. Jacob B., the subject of this sketch,
began life poor he worked for small wages, farming up to 1850 his limited education he procured here in a hut built of round logs, small and so low a big boy
could barely stand upright in place of glass window-lights was greased white
paper, through which only dim knowledge could be obtained.
He married Sarah
Wagemon Sept. 10, 1857 she was born in Darke Co., Sept. 8, 1837 her father,
William Wagemon, was born in Pennsylvania, and married Mary Baker, of Virginia
he died in Wabash Co., Ind.,in the winter of 1867 she died in Randolph Co., Lid.,
in March, 1876.
Mr. and Mrs. Chenoweth have four children, viz.. John W., born
Flora J., March 30, 1863; and Ira 0.,
Sept. 6, 1858; Mary A., Oct. 21, 1860
March 15, 1874. He owns 100 acres and a good home he has been Supervisor,
Trustee, School Director, etc., but has never aspired to public office.
JOSEPH COLE, Jr., retired farmer, Sec. 33; P.O. Darke; was born in
Washington Township, Darke Co., Dec. 29, 1823 at the age of 17, he began
teaching school in the first schoolhouse erected in Washington Township, and followed teaching most of the time until he was 30 years old he built and managed
he went into merchandising in Coletown and
a saw-mill about three years
followed it four years he since has followed dealing in live-stock and farming he
has never been a political aspirant he is now Secretary of the Darke Count}* Pioneer
His father, Samuel Cole, was born in Sussex Co., N. J., July 3, 1787,
Society.
and married Mary Elston, of the same county, in 1812 she was born Nov. 27,
1792 his father, Samuel Cole, was born on the Hudson River, near New York City,
Nov. 5, 1751. He first married Janey Davis she was born Jul}* 2, 1755 his second
wife was Anna Rider she was born Oct. 25, 1760 his father was David Cole, a
descendant of the Coles who were among the first settlers of New York City or
New Amsterdam Samuel Cole, the father of the subject of this sketch, moved to
Washington Township in March, 1817 his father came the next year and died here
Jan. 8, 1829 Samuel, father of Joseph, the subject of this sketch, died in Greenville
Township, this county, Feb. 21, 1866 he was a farmer but taught the first school
in Washington Township he was the first Justice of the Peace, and was Township
Clerk in 1823; his widow Mary, died Aug. 10, 1831 ;they had eight children, viz.:
William, born July 25, 1813, in New Jersey, died April 3. 1836 Asa. born July
the fir<=t
26, 1815, in New Jersey, died May 29, 1857^ Jane, born April 20, 1817
white child born in Washington Township she married Leonard Wintermute. and
now resides in Greenville Township Betsey, born March 23, 1819, died Feb. 6,
1872 she married George Fllston, deceased Samuel, born April 5, 1821 Joseph,
Dec. 29, 1823; Policy,18, 1826, died Sept. 25. 1831, and Henry. June 20,
1829; he is a Christian minister and resides in Kansas. Joseph, the subject of
Sept.
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married Sarah Ann Shively April 6, 1850 she is the daughter of
Daniel Shively, and was born May 14, 1831 they have had seven children, viz.:
Arthur born Jan. 18, 1851, died .March 16, 1852 Wallace S.. bora April 6, 1853
Flora A., born March 20, 1855 she married P>. F. Chenoweth William H., born
Dec. 10, 1859 Mary C. born April 23, 1802 Charlie W., born Oct. 12, 1800, and
Benjamin F., Nov. 12, 1874.
JAMES B. CREVISTON, school teacher, Sec. 4; P. O. Hill Grove; was
His lather. Henry
born in Washington Township. Darke Co., Ohio, Jan. 17, 1820.
Creviston, was born in Bedford Co.. Penn., in February. 1780, and married Mary
Burnham, of North Carolina they moved to Darke Co., Ohio, in 1808, and settled
near Greenville he mainly followed farming, but was a noted hunter, as game
was abundant and the country a dense forest; he was in the war of 1812, and
acted as scout for Gen. William H. Harrison, from Ft. Greenville to Tippecanoe
and other points in the Northwest, among the Indians he died in September,
James B. Creviston com1855 his wife survived him until Februar}-, 1805.
menced teaching school at Hill Grove, wdiere he now resides, in 1840, and has continued up to this time, within the four adjoining districts, and is now the oldest
native teacher in the county, and if not the first, he was the second, white child
born in this township. In April, 1801, he enlisted in Co. 1, 11th 0. Y. I. went out
as first Lieutenant, and on Sept. 9, following, was appointed Adjutant of the 40th
Ohio Regiment under Col. Jonathan Cranor, and served until discharged, on
account of inflammatory rheumatism he was commissioned Captain of Co. G. of
the 193d Ohio Regiment of Infantry in February, 1805, and served until the surHe married
render of all the rebel armies was mustered out in September, 1805.
Maiy Older Aug. 29, 1849 she was born in this township Sept. 23, 1849 they
have had four children, viz., Kate, born Jul}' 1, 1851 (she married Henry Cook)
Johnny, born Oct. 18, 1807 (died
Bruce, born Sept. 20, 1859 (died Nov. 7, 1800)
Himself and wife are
and Mary Agnes, born July 22, 1872.
Aug. 21, 1808)
members of the Presbyterian Church in politics, he is a Republican.
JOHN FLORY, farmer and stock-raiser. Sec. 9 P. O. Hill Grove was born
His father, Daniel Flory, was born
in Palestine, Darke Co., Ohio, Oct. 21, 1841.
in Montgomery Co., Ohio May 13, 1817, and came with his parents to German
Township, in Darke Co.. in his youth he learned the tinner's trade, and was the
first, and for many years the only tinner in Washington Township, which was his
He died on his homestead in Sec. 10, Washington
principal business during life.
He married Eliza
Township. Nov. 4, 1873, where he owned 182 acres of land.
Wise, of Darke Co., who died about 1849 by this marriage were six children, all
His second marriage was with Elizabeth Morgan, of
of whom are now living.
Maryland, in December, 1851, by whom were nine children, three of whom only are
John Flory learned the tinner's trade also, which he followed only for a
living
he married Rebecca Friend
short time, giving his attention mainly to farming
she was born in Darke Co., Ohio June 15, 1849; they have six
Oct. 19, 1805
Emma, born Nov. 13. 1870 Sirrilda,
children, viz., Rachel, born Oct. 30, 1867
born July 20, 1872; Sarah, born May 20, 1874 Jesse, born Sept. 15, 1876, and
Joseph E., born Aug. 5, 1878. He owns 73 acres of land Mr. and Mrs. Flory
belong to the German Baptist Church, of which he is a Deacon.
ELIZABETH (CRUMRINE) GLUNT, widow of Joseph Glunt deceased,
Her husband, Joseph Glunt, was born June 5,
P. 0. Union City, Ind.
Sec. 17
1822, and departed this life May 1, 1878, after a lingering illness, which he bore
he had been a member of the German
with patience and Christian fortitude
They commenced life in a very poor little
Baptist Church for seventeen years.
log hut, which now stands in the rear of the pleasant home, and is used as
The gentlemen and ladies of to-day would hardly desire to make such a
stable.
beginning, but from such beginnings have grown all the wealth and prosperity of
This hut was erected in the wilderness, but is now surrounded by
this countiy.
Mr. Glunt. when married, had only a cow, two
beautiful and productive farms.
this sketch,
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horses and a few farming tools, thus showing what untiring industry and indomThe farm consists of 427 acres of excellent land.
Mr. Grlunt married Elizabeth Crumrine, daughter of Moses Crumrine, one of the
she was born in Darke Co., Ohio,
earliest settlers of this county, June 7, 1849
July 22, 1832 they have had five children, viz.: Catherine M., born March 21,
1850 she married Samuel W. Blocker Mary E., born Sept. 18, 1852 she marHarrison, July 11, 1863, died
Isaac N., born Sept. 18. 1856
ried Samuel Mote
Aug. 27. 1863. and Harvey M.. born Dec. 11, 1864.
FREDRICK HOUPT, retired farmer, Sec. 33 P. 0. Darke, Ohio was born
his father, Fredrick Houpt, was born in
in Lebanon Co., Penn., Aug. 10, 1814
The subject of this sketch, at the age of 12, went to work
Schivylkill Co., Penn.
on a farm and worked five years for his board and clothes he then learned the
cooper's trade
moved to Dayton, Ohio, in 1833, worked at farming in summer
and in winter at his trade in the spring of 1846, he moved to where he now
resides
the first land he owned was 25 acres, which he bought in the wilderness
he sold it for $1,000 in 1856. He
in the eastern part of Darke County, for $275
married Sarah Wilds April 2. 1844 she was born in Ohio, Aug. 16, 1815, and
died Feb. 7. 1879 they have had four children, viz.: a little boy, died unnamed
John, born Feb. 16, 1849, died Nov. 5, 1869 David, born Nov. 4, 1851, and Sarah
Ann, Dec. 27, 1854 she married Calvin Young David resides at home he
married Almira Heck April 10, 1873 she was born in German Township, Darke
they had one boy, William F.,
Co., March 28, 1855, and died March 30, 1876
born Nov. 19, 1873, died Feb. 6, 1875. His second marriage was with Phoebe
Rodgers. Dec. 26. 1878
she was born in Washington Township April 21, 1858.
Fredrick Houpt owns a good home and 623 acres of land, and other good houses
itable will will accomplish.
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SAMUEL HUFFER, farmer, Sec. 2 P. O. Hill Grove, Ohio who is a son
of Jacob and Barbara (Bechtel) Hnffer was born in Mainland, Sept. 24, 1799
the father moved to Montgomery Co., Ohio, in the fall of 1830, and to Darke
County in 1838, to Harrison Township in 1844, they moved to where a portion
of the family now reside, in Sec. 2. Washington Township he died Feb. 15, 1873;
his widow, Catherine, died Feb. 16, 1879; they had seven children, viz.: Aaron,
born April 19. 1830 Jacob. Jan. 6, 1832, deceased
Elizabeth, born Dec. 19,
1834, deceased; Samuel (the subject of this sketch), born March 31, 1836;
Reuben, April 13, 1839 Magdalena, July 13, 1844 she married Jonathan Hart;
and Malinda, born June 7. 1846 he followed farming during his lifetime two of
his sons, Aaron and Samuel, and son-in-law, J. Hart, established a tile factory on
the old homestead in 1874, where they are turning out large quantities of tiie of
excellent quality.
Aaron and Samuel remain unmarried and live in their paternal
residence with Howard and Rebecca Hart, and own 200 acres of land which their
father and his sons have converted from a wilderness to fine productive meadows
and fields their first residence here cost, erected and covered. $6, which exhausted
their exchequer
in this they resided four years
in 1852, the present home was
built
all the privations and hardships of pioneer life have been experienced b}r
this family.
Elizabeth Hurler married Ambrose Green, whose daughter, Rebecca
A. (born June 19. 1858). married Charles H. Hart, born in Berks Co.. Penn.. July
they have one child. Mary Myrtle Hart, born July 1, 1879.
11, 1855
ISAAC KAUCHER, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 9 P. O. Hill Grove; was
born in Patter's Township. Center Co.. Penn., Sept. 17, 1805 went with his parents
to Montgomery Co., Ohio, in 1808
his father. Godfrey Kaucher, was born in Berks
Co., Penn., Sept. 1, 1774, and married Christina Fay
she was born in the same
county Aug. 14. 177:! he died Nov. 13. 1850. and she died April 13. 1855; both
are buried on the old homestead.
The family moved to Washington Township,
Darke Co., in 1831 in his early days, Godfrey Kaucher followed milling, but, after
he came here, farming. Isaac, the subject of this sketch, obtained only three
months' schooling in his youth, and then in a German school
previous to 1830,
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Be married Welshes
he followed distilling; ever sinew lias followed farming.
Miller Dec. 30, 1835; she was horn in Tompkins Co., X. V.. Feb. 29, 1820; they
have five children, viz. Margaret, born Oct. 23, 1836; she married Alfred Bliccard;
Elizabeth, Aug. 3, 1838; Washington, Oct. 17. 1840; Sarah. .March 27, 1843;
John. -Inly 14, 1845. -John, the youngest, resides with his parents, and married
Sarah Emrich Sept. 6, 1868; she is deceased, leaving two children -Cora and
acres of land and a good home.
Mr. Kaucher owns
Isaac.
MICHAEL KAUCHER, farmer mid stock-raiser, Sec. 9 P. 0. Hill Grove
was born in Montgomery Co., Ohio, A.ug. 13, 1813 has always followed farming:
never attended any but a German school; his father, Godfrey Kaucher, was born
in Berks Co., Penn., Sept. 1, 1774, and married Christina, Fay, who was born in
they moved to Montgomery Co.. Ohio, in 1808,
the same county Aug. 14. 177)5
and to Washington Township, Darke Co., in 1831 he died Nov. 13, 1850, and she
both are buried on the old homestead in Sec.
they had
died April 13, 1855
nine children, viz., Jacob (deceased). Hannah (deceased), Elizabeth (she married
William Oswald), Abraham, Isaac, Joseph, Christina, Michael and Rebecca; the
In his early days. Michael was quite
three last are living on the old homestead.
a hunter of wild game, which was very abundant; he has killed, probably, fifty
he owns the old homedeer, and great numbers of wild turkeys and smaller game
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stead, 91 acres,

and a good home.

JAMES McNEIL,

merchant, Justice of the Peace and Postmaster, Sec
1835:
was born in Breckenridge Co.. Ky., Sept.
moved to Darke Co.. Ohio, with his parents, in 1844 from 1856 to 1862, he followed school- teaching, then went into merchandising where lie now resides, in Sec.
after render:!4
in 1864, he volunteered for 100-days service in 152d 0. N. G.
ing his faithful and loyal service to his country, through much tribulation, he was
honorably discharged
he returned to his home and resumed his business was
appointed Postmaster April 9, 1875, and elected Justice of the Peace in April.
1879.
He married Mary liarter Oct. 15, 1861 she was born in Darke Co., Ohio,
April 6. 1843 they have had four children, viz.: William H., born March 23, 1862,
David R., Jan. 3, 1869; Linna May.
died Feb. 6, 1868
Viola, June 14, 18G7
Oct. 14, 1S73.
David G. McNeil, father of the subject of this sketch, was born in
Lancaster Co., Penn., in 1796, and his mother, Harriet (Lav) McNeil, in Fairfax
34;

residence.

Darke;
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Co.. Va.. .March 8. 1808.

JAMES

MORRISON,

Justice of the Peace and farmer, Sec. 4 P.O. Hill
Co.. Ohio. July 28, 1834, and moved
his father, Nathaniel Morrison, was born
to Darke Co. with his parents in 1S41
in Virginia, and his mother, Catherine (Ludy) Morrison, in Maryland; they first
settled iii Butler 'Township
in 1863, James X. moved to Hill Grove and entered
into general merchandising business
sold out in the fall of 1865 and went into
the live-stock business, which he followed two years, then went to farming and
huckstering; at this time, in addition to his official duties, he gave his attention to
farming; he was elected .Justice of the Peace in April. 1871; was appointed
Postmaster at Hill Grove Feb. 2!!, 1S77. lie is a member of the church of United
Brethren in Christ.
Now 1. 1857, he was married to Amanda Nyswonger, daughter of Daniel Nyswonger. of Butler Township, this county, and lias had ten children, viz., Frank D. John H. M.. Laura A.. Floretta
Charles Iv. Emma F.
William G., James E. (deceased). Myrtle M. and George.
SNELL, retired farmer. Sec. 27; P. 0. Darke. He was born in
Hamilton Co., Ohio, Jan. 14, 1812; his father. .John Snell, was horn in Hag
town. >bi.. in 1782, and married Mary Shivery, of Pennsylvania
they moved to
Washington Township, Darke Co., June I. 1817, making the first wagon track on
the wesl side of the second branch of Greenville Creek, from south of what is
now Nashville to "Sharp Eye;" the country was nil wilderness, and ibr six months
Mrs. Snell never saw the face n{' a white woman, but Indians were numerous, and
wild game of every description
deer were more plenty than sheep are to-day
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the first schoolhouse bad yet to be built, and for man}' years the first elements of
education were bard to obtain. The subject of this sketch cast his first vote in
Washington Township for Andrew Jackson, but ever since has voted on the Republican side
he began life with nothing, learned early the cooper's trade, and commenced the business on his own account in 1831 followed it about fourteen years,
until his health failed him, then he went to buying and selling live stock and farming but for the last twenty years, he has rented out hisf arms and speculated in
lands and houses. He married Mary Shively Sept. 11, 1836
she was born on
they never had an}- children of their
Sec. 27. where they reside, Aug. 24, 1S18
own, but have raised two sets, all of whom are doing well in business, and are well
settled in independent circumstances
Mr. Snell owns 438 acres, with good farm;
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;

;

houses and outbuildings.

DANIEL SNELL,
Warren

Co.. Ohio,

retired farmer, Sec. 28

March

1,

;

He was

P. 0. Darke.

born

in

moved with his parents, John and Mary
where they now reside, June 4, 1817 they at once
1809, and

(Shively) Snell, to the place
erected a log house, 18x20 feet, of round logs, with mother earth for the fioor the
following winter, twenty persons found cover and home in this hut, not very comfortably, either, especially after the old sow and her pigs were given quarters in
one corner, to keep them from freezing four or five years later, they erected a
more eligible house by adding another room Daniel Snell resides near the spot
where they first settled. He married Maria Rush Nov. 8. 1834 she was born in
a block-house or stockade on Mud Creek, three miles from Greenville, in this count}-.
in May. 1813
her father and mother. Henry and Rachel (Creviston) Rush, came
from Pennsylvania and settled on the Scioto River, and moved to Darke Co. in
1808 she died March 14. 1852 Mr. and Mrs. Snell have had six children, viz.:
Mary E., born Sept. 4, 1835, married Randolph Harrison Thomas R.. born July
Alonzo Y., born Feb. G. 1839, died March 9, 1872
21, 1837, died March 5, 1852
William H, born March 16, 1841, died in November, 1863; Rachel J., born Dec.
17, 1844, married William Moyer, and John R.. born Oct. IS, 1850
he married
Margaret E. Wenger, youngest child of Elias and Catherine Wenger, Oct. 26, 1872
she was born in this township Dec. 19, 1850 they live in the old homestead, and
have four children, viz.: Estella, born July 26,. 1873 Katie M.. born May 5. 1S75
Walter W., born Nov. 21, 1876, and Jennie, born Feb. 17. 1878 they own the first
farm her father bought and part of the first his grandfather bought in Darke Co.
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113 acres.

THOMAS

E. TEAL, grocer, Sec. 4 P. O. Hill Grove was born in Wabash Co..
was raised a farmer, but
1837, and moved to this township in 1858
has followed the grocery business from the time he moved to this county is and
has been four years County Coroner was Postmaster many years, and is nowacting deputy the office is and has been in his store about twelve years
has
been School Director a number of years, also railroad and express agent when
a boy in Wabash Co.. Ind.. his nearest neighbors and playmates were Indians thus
fresh in his memory are the recollections of border life, the games, sports, and
turbulence of semi-civilization his father, Walter Teal, settled there, on Eel River,
in 1836 he was born in Vermont Dec. 11, 1784, and married Rebecca Stephenson,
of Fairfield Co., Ohio (where she was born Jan. 7. 1807) he died Dec. 11, 1844
she March 23, 1S78. Thomas E. Teal married Ellen Crouse, of Darke Co., Ohio.
Feb. 1, 1862
she died Jan. 8, 1864. leaving one daughter, Olive R.
his second
marriage was with Lucetta Heckerman. of the same place (Hill Grove) Feb. 27.
1868.
M. WHITE, farmer and school-teacher
CAPT.
P. O. Mt. Heron
born in Paterson, N. J.. March 11, 182S when quite young, he emigrated with his
Ind.,

May
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JAMES
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parents to Kentucky, and in 1840 came to Ohio and located, in Ross Co. and completed his education in the high school at Chillicothe, and the Academies at
Lebanon and Delaware at 2<> years of age. lie engaged in school-teaching, which
profession he followed until July. 1862, when he enlisted in the 91st O. A*. I. and
;

;
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went forward to battle for the Union he served through the campaign of Wes1
Virginia after which he served under Gen. Sheridan during the campaign of the
Shenandoah Valley, and was mustered out of service as Captain of Co. F of the
above regiment, al Cumberland, Md., in July, 1865, having served in the Union
army three years he then returned to Ross Co. and followed farming and schoolteaching two years, and after a residence of five } ears in Clinton Co. came to
Darke Co. in 1872, purchased a farm in Washington Township, and has since
devoted his attention to farming and school-teaching. In 1874, he organized the
Mt. Heron National Guards, which formed a part of the 3d Regiment; was elected
laptain, which office he held until 1879, when, on account of physical disability, he
In 1854, he was united in marriage with Rachel
received an honorable discharge.
they
A., daughter of John Chenoweth, one of the early pioneers of Darke Co.
have five children now living, having lost three by death the living are Mary.
Jane. Annie, Elizabeth and Thomas the deceased were Alice, Sarah and Lucina.
JAMES M. WASSON, farmer. Sec. 7 P. 0. Union City, Ind. was born in
His
Butler Co., Ohio, Jan. 19, 1811 came with his parents to Darke Co. in 1816.
father, David Wasson, married Flora Graham in Pennsylvania; both were natives
of Ireland when they moved to Darke Co. there were very few whites here, but a
great man}- friendly Indians the country a wilderness and swamps their currency,
mostly hoop-poles and the skins and pelts of wild animals, which were abundant
and Mr. J. M. Wasson, the subject of this sketch, became a great hunter; three
large black bears and many a noble buck and doe, and smaller game too numerous
to remember, have succumbed to his unerring rifle
his first 40 acres he bought
from the Government, and paid for it with the proceeds from furs and pelts of his
own killing this land has never changed title, and he owns altogether 200 acres
at the age of 25, he could neither read nor write, but began then to educate himself, and soon obtained sufficient for all ordinary business affairs.
He married
Christina Hover July 14, 1835 she was born in Pendleton Co., Va., March 14,
1816 they have had seven children, viz., Mary Ann, David F., deceased Luther
N., deceased
Peter C, Flora J. and Elizabeth A. Mr. and Mrs. Wasson are
and have been members of the Presbyterian Church for forty years.
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JOHN DAY, farmer, Sec. 17 P. 0. Willow Dell. Solomon Day, the father of
John,was born in Loudoun Co., Ya., on the 17th day of December, 1812 he moved
with his parents to Penns3*lvania when about 3 } ears of age, after which he came
with his parents to Belmont Co., Ohio, in the year 1828, where he remained about
two years, thence with his parents to Darke Co., in 1832 he then went to Piqua,
Miami Co.. and drove team for David Jordon, drawing crockeiy and building stone
he was united in marriage with Sarah
for one }'ear, after which he returned home
Myers, in Shelby Co., near Houston. Dec 4, 1834 she was born in Miami Co. Aug
he then moved upon his father-in-law's place and farmed one season,
I.
L816
during which time he entered 4o acres in Darke Co., Patterson Township this was
in the 3'ear 1835; he then erected a nice little cabin, and moved into it in the
spring of 1836; tapped a few sugar trees and went to his father-in-law's, Leaving
hi- brave wife and one child in charge of the cabin
she tended the sugar cam}'
while he was away through the week, and on Saturday nights he would return am!
boil sugar water
this lie continued to do for about three weeks, the distance being
ten miles of which he would walk home Saturday night and return Sunday morning, and for the fruits ^l' this labor, their sirup and sugar that they made was
equal to the best in the State his industrious and hard-working wife cleared off,
made and planted garden in his absence they remained on this place some fifteen
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good success, and in 1848 he bought 85 acres in Sec. 17, in the
same township, where he built a hewed-log house, his wife helping him to saw out the
windows and doors, and also to clear off a garden spot, moving into the house in
April, 1851
while raising his house, he came very near being killed by falling
from the top joist to the ground below in this house he continued to live until his
Mr. and Mrs.
death, which occurred June 13, 1872, with cerebro-spinal meningitis
Day passed through the many struggles, trials and incidents common to pioneer life
was a member of the Christian Church some thirteen years, and lived a devoted
and consistent Christian till the angel of death came and relieved him of this
earthly tenement Mrs. Day is still living in the old home farm, enjoying good health,
and is 63 years of age nine children was the fruit of this union, of which four are

years, meeting with
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living, viz.:

May

May

Rhoda, born

now Mrs.

27, 1837,

now

Mrs. J.

W. Puterbaugh May
;

J.,

born

Hixon John, born Feb. 17, 1849, and Solomon J.,
born Jan. 13, 1857 Mr. Day had his full share of offices, being Justice of the Peace
for nine years
Township Clerk one year Treasurer one year, and Trustee one
year.
Our subject was born in Darke Co. on the 17th day of February, 1849, and
lived with his parents and worked on the farm and attended the district school in
the winter till he was 16 years of age, after which he did not attend school but
four days, but by his own exertions has obtained a good common-school education
he continued to work at home until he was 21 years of age, and at that time he
came to the conclusion to remain on the home farm, where he has since lived he
29, 1839,

S. J.
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bought 80 acres of land in Sec. 18, pajing $1,300, in the year 1871 sold out in
1873, for $1,600, and in 1874 bought 64 acres in Sec. 17, paying $1,508, and in
1876 sold this place for $2,500, and during the same } ear he bought 77|- acres in
Sec. 17, paying $3,500, and in 1879 sold 60 acres for $2,200 has been Trustee one
year, and Supervisor two 3*ears, and is a Republican in politics
Mr. Day was
employed in the boat-yards at Wheeling, Va., with the Skags Brothers, building
boats, working about two years altogether.
STEPHEN A. GREER, physician P. O. Willow Dell. Aaron, the father of Stephen A., was a native of Kentucky, born in Bourbon Co. on the 23d day of November.
1785 Elizabeth, his wife, whose maiden name was Reed, was a native of Ohio, born
in Chillicothe in August, 1792
they were united in marriage in Montgomery Co..
Ohio, and in 1816 moved to Darke Co.. where they resided till death called them
from earth to heaven he departed this life in March. 1848, being 62 years 11
months and 23 days old she sank peacefully to rest March 5, 1871, at the ripe
old age of 79.
Stephen A., the subject of this memoir, was born in Darke Co.,
Ohio, on the 8th of June, 1817, being the first white child born in AVayne Township he spent his boj-hood days on his father's farm, assisting in the clearing and
the cultivation of the soil, during the summer months, and in the winter season he
attended the district school, which was held in an old log cabin, thereby obtaining
a good common-school education he commenced to read medicine under Dr. L.
Houston, of Shelby Co., Ohio, when he was 22 years of age taught school during
the winters and read medicine till his funds ran out, then he would go to work, and
managed in this way till he had gained sufficient knowledge of medicine to practice
he now came to the conclusion that he would take in a partner for life, and
on the 19th day of September, 1839, he celebrated his marriage with Miss Huldah
Brandon, in Versailles, Ohio she is a native of Ohio, born in Versailles, on the
11th day of October, 1823 her mother, Lydia, was a native of New Jersey, born
on the 12th of September, 1803, and departed this life Feb. 28, 1877 her lather,
Vincent (t. Brandon, was born in Virginia on the 31st of December, 1793. and
departed this life, Jan. 5, 1870 after his marriage, he taught school and continued the study of medicine in 1845, he moved to Ft, Recovery and opened an
office, where he followed his profession, meeting with good success, remaining there
about one year, after which he moved to New Harrison, Darke Co., in the spring of
1847 he practiced here till 1848, when he moved to Patterson Township, and
during the winter of 1849 and 1850 attended the Eclectic Medical Institute of
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When he moved to Patterson Township, it was a gloomy outlook, as he
into an old log cabin, covered with chipboards, and. as he says, "we did not
have an overplus of furniture ;" he purchased 40 acres in Sec. 20, for which he
paid $200, the tract being all heavy timber; he now built a hewn-log house, into
which he moved his family, and commenced the task of opening up a farm, and, at

Cincinnati.

moved

the same time, practiced medicine; he would work in the clearing during the
day time, and at night study medicine, and. as he says, "lam not done readThe Poet or has accumulated a considerable amount of property by his
ing vet."
hard labor, in which he has been nobly assisted by his good and amiable wife he
he owns 140 acres of land in Patterson
is strictly temperate in all his habits
Township. 80 acres in Kansas, near G-arnett, the American House and City Livery
he is in no sense of the term a political aspirant, although
Stable, in Versailles
in the fall of 1855, he was elected
he has tilled nearly every office in the township
County Commissioner, which office he filled for three years in 1870, was elected
Land Appraiser served as Township Trustee for several 3 ears, also Township Clerk,
and is now filling the office of Land Appraiser. The}' are the parents of ten children, of whom eight are living viz.. Rachael J., born Sept. 16, 1856; Vincent B.,
May 19, 1844 Aaron R, Jan. 19, 1847 Lydia A. Sept. 15, 1849; Millnor, Dec.
16, 1852; Stephen. Aug. 26, 1859, Mary B., Oct. 10, 1862; Elizabeth Irene, born
Jan. 6. 1866.
The Doctor was admitted to the bar of Greenville, Ohio, as an attorney and counsellor at law, on the 12th day of May, 1858 this acquisition he
picked up himself by his own hard study, and it is said of him that he is an able
attorney, a wise judge and a good pleader.
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JACKSON HOLLAWAY,
was born

in

farmer and school-teacher, Sec. 8

;

P. O.

Dawn

;

March 1, 1828 his father, John D. Hollaway, was
1795 when but a boy, he went to Warren Co., Ohio,

Darke

Co., Ohio.

;

in Pennsylvania Feb. 1,
with his parents he served as a Corporal under Gen. Winfield Scott during the
war of 1812; he moved to Montgomery Co., Ohio, and in 1817, to Darke Co.,
Richland Township, and the same year married Catherine Miller, of Darke Co.;
on his coming here, he camped on the banks of Stillwater Creek till he cut his logs
and erected a two-story cabin, assisted by the Indians he afterward cleared off a
twelve years he served as Justice of the Peace in 1859, he moved
large farm
to Beamsville and engaged in keeping hotel for four years, then moved back to
he then returned to Beamsville and engaged in
his farm, which he sold in 1864
merchandising; he died Sept. 6, 1866; his wife died July 10, 1871. Jackson
the subject of this sketch, remained at home with his parents until he was 24
fears of age; he then married Rachael Ann Stevenson; she was born Aug. 10.
1828; her father. John Stevenson, was born in Boone Co., Ky., April 16, 1803
he moved to Darke Co. in 1818. and married Elizabeth Stan] he bought a farm
his widow
in Richland Township, where he resided until his death, Feb. 4. 1S79
Mr. and Mrs. Hollaway have nine children, seven of
resides on the homestead.
(twins), born June 15, 1855; Elizawhom arc Living, viz.: Albert A. and Alice
beth C, born Oct. 11. 1857; Flora L. born Jan. 21, I860; Letina E., born Feb.
Mr.
Edith M., born Oct. 8, 18(17.
13,1862; John 1'. S.. born Jan. 26, 1864
Hollaway served four months in the late rebellion has been Township Clerk one
year; Constable three years School Director twenty-one years, and has taught
four of his family are now teaching, and he is Justice of the
school thirty years
Peace, and has served since Feb. 12, 1877.
DAVID LYON, farmer and stock-raiser, Sec. 9; P. 0. Dawn was born in
his father, David Lyon, Sr..was born in RockingPreble Co.. Ohio, Dec. 15. 1814

born

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

<

).

;

;

;

;

:

;
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and in an early day emigrated
his father was born in England,
England to secure a legacy, but was never
to Virginia, but he started to return to
after his father left until he
heard from after; David Lyon, Sr, was bound out
moved to Preble Co, Ohio
1808
and
Black,
in 1807, lie married Susan
was 21
his wife died in April
in the war of 1812
months
six
served
and
drafted,
was
and
afterward married
he
girls
four
and
boys
six
children,
1846
they had ten
subject of this
the
David,
1850.
August,
Rachael Rider (in 1850); he died in
Cathhe then
was
22
until
he
parents
his
with
home
at
sketch, remained
Jacob
viz
children
three
had
they
1813
Nov.
4,
she was born
erine Grissom
1840 Milton Nov 23, 1842 his wife d ed

ham Co Va and

m

•

;

•

;

mamed

;

;

;

born Aug. 31, 1837 Susan, Feb. 25,
M, 1847 sue
he then united in marriage with Mary Link, Oct.
\pril 12 1847
children viz.:
eight
were
union
this
by
1820
was born in Virginia in September,
Mary Ann Jan. 7, 1853
1850
26
Feb.
Emily,
1848
July
23,
born
Link,
David
185a Isabe lie, June 8, 18o8
William Henry and Sarah Jane (twins), May 30,
The subject of this
John Calvin, Nov. 22, 1860; Barbara E., Aug. 1, 865.
owns 200 acies ot
now
he
world
the
in
dollar
a
without
life
in
started
;

;

,

;

;

;

;

;

sketch

;

his children to land.
and stock-raiser, S« c. 16 P. O. Dawn was born
fanner
S
his father, lived in Greenville Township Darke
Sr,
Wilson,
Feb 21 1829 Samuel
whose father was killed by
Co 'and married Mary Frances Stoner in June 1829,
his wife
in Greenville Creek
drowned
was
Sr,
Wilson,
Samuel
the Indians
parents until
his
with
lived
sketch
this
of
subject
died in the year 1831. The
go among strangers, and worked tor
their death "after that, he was compelled to
apprenticed himself to Ornn Culhe
when
of
18,
age
the
until
25 cents per day,
the year 1852, when he took conuntil
month,
bertson as a carpenter, for $5 per
Mary E. Eyler Jacob Eylei hei
married
he
1853,
year
the
In
himself.
tracts for
Sataup; they moved to
Rachael
married
he
Maryland;
father was a native of
subject of this sketch owns
Darke Co Ohio in 1848, where thev now reside. The
the year 1877 erected a handone quarter-section of land, well improved, and, in
in
1879 they had eight children,
barn
bank
fine
some brick residence, and built a
Minerva J
Cyntha H, born May 10, 1854 William J March 20, 1856

and has helped

<rood land,

\MUEL WILSON

;

;

;

;

;

;

^

;

;

viz,

;

;

Edith Gerlola Bell, Nov. 25,1864; Ida May, Dec. 27 ,1870
sketch
this
of
subject
The
1877.
April
8,
trude Dec 16 1873; Minnie Blanch,
four years, Trustee one year
Darke
Co,
Township,
York
in
Treasurer
served as
Darke County, for the term ot
and in 1879, was elected County Commissioner tor
three years.

June

1860;
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North Star a son of
C BURNS, farmer and teacher, Sec. 11 P. O.
Darke.Co., Sept.
Township,
Richland
in
born
was
Burns
Elizabeth
Abraham and
in 182
Township
Richland
:
of
9.
>5 1842
his parents settled on Sec.
^ Was
A
in Greenville, Darke Co, Aug. 9, 18bb;
Templeton
E.
Sarah
with
marriage
in
united
and James H.
thev have four children— Atta, Lulu. Cary F.
a son of Henry and
P. O. North Star
farmer, Sec-. 3

JOHN

;

;

;

;

HENRY

J.

BURNS,

;

;

was born in York Township, this county. July o, lb4b.
son of D. C. ami
JOHN H CAMPBELL, merchant; P. O. North Star; a Ohio
Aug. 8 1847,
Mary (Starr) Campbell was bom in Jamestown, Greene Co..
to Miranda
mamed
Was
1850.
in
parents
his
with
county
and settled in this
childrenthree
Jan.
1852
born
5,
was
she
Riegel at North Star April 3, 1870
Aug.
born
31, 18 <o James I, born Dec.
D,
Dora
1870
31,
Dec.
born
T,
Mary

>-irah (Oliver)

Burns

;

;

;

;

;

19, 1878.

;

;
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BENJAMIN

GILBERT,

manufacturer of tile P. O. North Star son of
was born in Miami Co., March 11, 1838 came
to this county with his parents in 1840 and settled in Adams Township. Was
married in York Township, Sept. 7, 1866, to Hnlda Grissom, born Jan. 25, 1848
four children—Ida May. Lucy Belle, Mary Jane; Carlin, died Oct. 13, 1876.
ABSALOM PEARSON, Physician and Surgeon; North Star; son of
Isaac and Mary (Pemberton) Pearson
was born in Miami Co., Ohio. Jan. 14,
Married Eliza A. Oaks in Troy,
1838, and came to this county Sept. 1, 1871.
Ohio, Nov. 13, 1859
children— Mary Luella, born Sept. 8, 1860 Samuel Alvard.
born Jan. 14. 1863 Daisy Viola, born Oct. 11, 1874 Mazy Idella, born No\
F.

Benjamin and Jane (Lntz) Gilbert

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

1876.

N. MEDFORD, teacher, Sec. 5; North Star.
The subject of
was born in Licking Co., Ohio, Dec. 24, 1845, and is the son of James
and Sarah (Miller) Medford his father was born in Virginia in 1802 and died in
1861
his mother was born in 1812 and died in 1868.
Mr. Isaac Medford came
into this county with his parents in the spring of 1846 and settled in York Township.
He enlisted in the 152d 0. N. G. May 2, 1864 he then re-enlisted in the
187th 0. V. I. Feb. 11, 1865, and was mustered out of the service at Macon. Ga..
Jan. 20, 1866.
Mr. Medford was joined in the holy bonds of wedlock to Miss
Annie Wagner in September, 1876, in Darke Co. his wife was born in Mercer
Count}-" Feb. 18, 1858.
He is a Republican in politics, and has been Justice of
the Peace for two years, which office he now holds.
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this sketch

;

;

;
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JOSEPH DENNISTON, farmer; P. O. Union City, Ind.; son of Samuel and
Sarah Denniston he was born in Jackson Township of this county, Feb. 7, 1836
the parents of Mr. D., settled in this county as early as 1807, and may be truthfully termed "early pioneers."
Mr. Denniston was married to Anna Money, in
Jay Co., Ind., Sept 28, 1858 they have nine children, namely. Sarah J., Senath E.,
William C. L., Mary Olive, Azore C, David L., Nancy E.. Frederick and Joseph
Mr. Denniston's farm of 268 acres is located in Sec. 28. 29 and 32, of
Roland.
this township, 180 acres of which are under cultivation
his residence, built February, 1869, is located on Sec. 29.
HARVEY HILL, Justice of the Peace and Township Clerk P. O. Rose Hill
son of Nathan and Mary Ann Hill, was born near Batavia, Clermont Co., Ohio.
June 15. 1838; he came to this township with his parents Oct. 1, 1854, and settled on Sec. 20, on land that his father occupied during his life, and now owned
and occupied by our subject at the time this family settled here, the township
was almost an unbroken wilderness, the woods abounding in nearly all kinds of
game deer and the wild turkey abounded on every hand; these early settlers were
subject to the privations and hardships of pioneer life
but the intervening years
have brought about a happy change, and to-day this portion of the county is as
promising as any in Western Ohio. Mr. Hill was united in marriage with Martin
E. Matthews, of this county, Nov. 17, 1873 they have two children, to wit
Will
iam .Jesse and Amy <!race.
JOHN MLLLIG AN. tanner and stock-raiser, Sec. 32; P. 0. Union Citj
was born in Perry Co., Penn.; he came West with his parents and settled in
Shelby Co.; from there they moved to Randolph Co., Ind.; he came to Darke
Co. in 1862. and settled on his father-in-law's farm, in Sec. 32, Mississinawa Township
he then moved near Union City, and lived two years, then moved on to his
present farm, in 1868.
He married Miss Rominah Carter June 29, 1850 she wj born in Hamilton Co.. Ohio; twelve children have been the fruit of this union.
;

;

;

;

;

;

:

;

:

;

;

:

;
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William F.,
seven of whom are now living, viz., Emeretta, Marguretha, Mary C,
which
Sarah P John W. and Ella K. Mr. Milligan owns 120 acres of fine land,
years,
for
twelve
Trustee
Township
been
has
he
32
and
28
Sees.
is situated in
which office he now holds he has taken an active part in religion for the last six
years, and is a member of the Methodist Church.
GEORGE W. REICHARD, Sec. 8 P. 0. Rose Hill is the son of Israel
and Sarah (Garland) Reichard Israel Reichard was born in Preble Co, Ohio
Sarah Reichard, his mother, was born in Tennessee George W. Reichard was
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

May 26, 1851 he is a carpenter by trade, and works at his trade in summer
he is still unmarried.
at coopering in the winter
SMITH, farmer, Sec. 31 P. 0. Union City. The subject of this
born in Clermont County, Ohio, April 8, 1809 he followed milling for

born

and

;

;

DAVID

;

sketch was

;

he
about eight years before coming to this county, Oct. 3, 1847, since which time
has devoted his attention principally to agriculture. He was married Dec. 27,
she was bom in New Jersey the
1827, in Clermont County, to Julia A. Riley
Peter, Simon, Levi, Elisha R., John
viz.,
children,
nine
been
has
union
fruit 'of this
Mr. Smith held the office of TownZ., James, Phoebe, Elizabeth A. and Eliza O.
and
ship Treasurer for the remarkable period of twenty -two years in succession,
has had a surfeit of minor offices. He has a fine farm of 80 acres.
DANIEL SNYDER, harness-maker and farmer, Sec. 14 P. O. Rose Hill.
The subject of this sketch was born Jan. 20, 1842, in this township he is the son
of John K. and Amy (Hidley) Snyder John K. Snyder was born in New Jersey,
and died in this township in July, 1849 Amy Snyder was born in New Jersey,
and is now married a second time Daniel Snyder's parents settled in this townMr. Snyder was married Oct. 31, 1869, to Miss Lydia I. Wintership in 1839.
born in this township the fruits of this union have been five
was
she
rowd
He owns 40 acres
children, viz., Rolla W., James H., Amy J., Sallie and Clifford.
enlisted
of land in this township, which is under a good state of cultivation. He
Jan.
Ga.,
Macon,
at
out
mustered
was
and
February,
1865,
in the 187th O. V. I.
term as Township
is a good strong Democrat, and is serving his third
20, 1866
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

•

;

;

Treasurer.

EDWARD LAWRENCE WELROURN, physician, Union City son of
George Welbourn and Jane Lawrence was born in Marion County, Ohio, Jan. 11,
Jan.
1843. Mr. Welbourn graduated at the Eclectic Medical College of Pennsylvania,
Ind., March 31 of the
25, 1866. and began the practice of medicine at Union City,
same year from the first, his practice was a grand success, and he made money
the next year,
rapidly, but owing to failing health he purchased a farm on Sec. 20
and turned his attention to farming and experiments in organic chemistry in the
rheumatism,
spring of 1870, he began the manufacture of a chemical antidote for
and has been so successful in its introduction that it is known from Maine on the
has an office
east to the Pacific Coast on the west at the same time the Doctor
in the
continue
to
intends
he
which
City,
Union
at
week
practice one day each
The Doctor was married to Martha Levina Jones, of Harrison Township,
future.
Two children were born to them, namely, Ulysses Edward Alaska
1866.
Jan.
;

;

;

;

;

1,

and Oclasco Carlos

;

Mrs. Welbourn departed this

^Jo

life

Oct. 28, 1879.

